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WHAT NEXT? 

THE present bourgeois Parliamtntary Republic may drag on in France 
for a few months or even for a few years more- especially in view of 
a pos ible European war- but it already has received its mortal wound; 
it MU "r die sooner or later. No one believes any longer in the po ·­
sibility of gi-.ing new life to the representative institutions of the 
country. No party can assume this task ; no group of men has the 
confidence necessary to assume it. The last group, the Radicals, has 
unk in the same mud as the other.· . 

Ten years ago, every one, even a Sociafo;t opponent of the Radical ·, 
would have sworn that they were honest men who could not be involved 
in a P anama muddle. Now, not only the ultra-r~dical Maret i. branded 
a a thief, but the · radical leader himself, Clemenceau, is publicly 
accu ed of having taken four million francs from that. arch-scoundrel 
Oorneliu · Herz; Herz's lawyer formally confirms the accu ·ati0n; and 
not even a shadow of argument is put forward in denial of the accu ·a­
tion. Twelve months ago, the wildest adversary of Clemenceau would 
have aid : " It is a lie ! " Now, the accusation stands there, undenied, 
evidently conl!ealing behind it some great mystery. 

"In whom then to trust?" exclaim the common-sense laborers and 
peasants. To the Socialists ? But no line of demarcation can be 
drawn now between the Radicals and the so-called Socialists who differ 
from the French Radicals by some delicate shades of vocabulary rather 
than by practical programs. Furthermore, do not the so-called Social­
ists of the Paris Municipal Council behave exactly like all other bour­
goois ? Did they not show their willingnes;s to dabble in money matters 
during the loan of the City of Paris ? 

There are, no doubt, many men among them who will not behave 
like common thieves. But how a1·e they to be distinguished from the 
rest? And then; were not the Raclicals--now knee-deep in the Panama 
mud-as honest five years ago as the Socialists are now? But what 
beca?Y.e of their honesty the day they entered that sink of corruption-­
the world of Politics, and plunged into the dirty whirl which blows 
around that rotten institution--Parliament? 

. Of course, something might be done to maintain the prestige of Par­
liament ; some satisfaction might be given to public opinion in one 
shape or another; some changes might be made here and there . 

But the ruling middle classes feel no energy whatever and lack vigour 
.to assume the direction of affairs. In fact, every one of them is so · 
-deeply compromised, some way or other, that not one party in France is 
capa:ble at this moment of openly severing itself from the great thieves, 
not even the labor leaders, who mutually accuse each other, and are 
accused--some of having supported the Monarchist intrigue of Boulan­
ger, and others of having been subsidised by the Government for their 
anti-Boulangist campaign-the money, it is now known, having been 
taken by Floquet, "with knife at throat," from the aforesaid 
Panama " long firm." 

This is what is printed, told, and discussed all over France, and the 
final conclusion ·is that !'the whole of it is rotten to the bottom, and 
some new departure must be made." · 

Of course, the power of inertia in France is great, as it i~ everywhere; 
and the old system might last still for some time to come. But various 

causes must accelerate its overthrow. The Monarchists of all sorts, 
supported by the clergy, the bankers, an~l the superior officers .of the 
army, will NOT wait, and they already strike up the march of trrnmph 
in view of a near restoration of their dear monarchs. 

The Panama revelations had been prepared long since by the Mon­
archists, who carefully bought up all sort of compromising ~ocuments 
and kept them in stock t~ divul~e th~m a fev~ month · later, JUSt a~ the 
moment of the next elections. rhe mternat10nal plot of the priests, 

, the Blowitzes the Russi:m Court, and the reactionists of all nations had 
been prepared for years, in all cour,tries, for establi hing all over Europe 
Divine Monarchies with Socialist colouring. They failed when Boulan­
ger, though supported by Orleanist, Ru ·sian, and Ametican gold, and 
consecrated by the benedictions of the " Times," the Pope and the 
bankers of all nations, failed to cm ·h the Republic in France. So then 
they prepared a new plan of attack, w~ich was t? trike a general blow 
again ·t the Republic at the next elect10n ; and if t~1e bubble has b~rst 
too soon, it wa only throu<Yh the fault of some too imp tuou. · conspira· 
tors who had not been fully initiated in the plot. 

But now that the bubble bas burst, they try to make the best of it; 
and as all republican parti . bave been plainly convicted of theft, all 
documents compromising the monn.rchist politician · havin° been care­
fully destl'oyed, the Orleaui t · now lay great hope · on the elections 
which mu. t <Yive, they suppose, in the French 1hambel' an Odeanist 
majority. Inb fact, they make no :ecret of it, an l fully di clo e their 
plan in their1 official organ, :' Le Soleil." The majority will, they say, 
re-establish the dear king. But if the Re toration can not take place 
in a more or less pea.cefnl way- i.e., with some shootinO' of reb ls in the 
streets-they will not refrain from taking a more extreme measure, 
and will push France or Germany into a 1£uropean war If France is 
victorious, the Gallifets and Saussier , who will have commanded the 
army, '"'·ill impose the Monal'chy on her; and i~ it i defeated, Germany 
will impose a Monarch on her, who may sign ~ treaty. '11~e Holy 
Monarchy will thus be restored, and the Holy Umon of the Kmg, the 
Clergy a~d the Army will receive the ble sings o! t~e Church and the 
support of the Internation;:tl League of all React10m ts ! 

It need hardly be said that the scheme i simply tupid, because the 
democratisation of the republican institutions is o d eply rooted now 
in France an l the Orleanists are so hated by all but the money-grub­
bers that a return to Monarchy i no longer a pos ibility. But the 
plot' exists, and attempts to carry it out are being made and will con­
tinue to be made. 

The outcome of it is, however, self-evident. The day the scheme will 
beO'in to take shape, Communes will be proclaimed in all the· great 
cities of France. The ma ·ses in Franc() are too intelligent, and they 
have had too · much historical experience, to be deceived by clerical and 
monarchical flirtations; they will prefer a new departure, and, thanks to 
historical traditions, they will be able to proclaim the Commune-not 
in Paris alone, but in most of the big cities as well. And this will be 
the beginning of the end. 

Let us hope that the people will make this beginning in a proper 
way. Let ·-~s hope that the experience of 1871 will have taught France 
that a Commune cannot be a reproduction of the State on a small scale 
with its Parliaments, Ministries, and Executive power; that she will 
know it must be a NEW departure in economic as well as in political life; 
that a Commune can live only as a free union between all those who 
produce and consume-beginning with the smallest groups of producers 
and consumers and ending in a federation of the whole for the achiev­
ment of common purposes. Lef us hope this, and do our best that the 
hope may be realised . 

The Year '92. 

( Conclitded from previous nitrnber.) 
· Belgium has. played her part in the year's struggles. The explosions 
at Liege vibrated throughout the whole country, and in Ju:les .Moineau, 
who boldly avowed himself the author, society has been forced to re~ 
eognise one of those who have "conquered the right " to execute 
vengeance on a corrupt class. 

Italy has distinguished herself by constantly recurrirw strikes and 
local rebellions, some of them carried on in a very revolutionai-y spirit. 
But the grea.test proof that the Anarchist propaganda has taken effect 
among the Italians was given at the time of the last General Parlia.­
men~ary Election, whi~h took place some months ago. On that occasion 
the num·ber of abstentions from voting was most remarkable, plainly 
showing that the ma8ses no longer place their hopes in Parliamentary 
reform, however socialistic it may profess to be. There were insj;ances 
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in which out of thirteen thousand electors only five thousand voted; who watch and think do not misinterpret the signs: workers and ex­
out of ten thous.antl only two thousand; out of thirteen thousand only ploiters, revolutionists and conservatives, thinkers and men of action 
five thousand ; ·out of eight thousand only one thousand. In one of the all feel that the Revolution is at our doors. ' 
electoral divisions of Milan a Member was elected with barely 965 votes. . Well ! What are we to do when the thunderbolt has fallen? 
The total number of abstentions being almost three-quarters of the We have all been studying the dramatic side of Revolution so much 
whole electoral. On the whole the abstentions were most remarkable in the and the practical work of Revolution so little, that we are apt to se~ 
north and middle of It:;i,ly (Romagna), ju~t. in those parts wher~ ~he only the stage effects, so to speak, of these great movements; the fight 
people are most awake to their . own posit10n and 'Yhere the political · · of the first days ; the barricades. But this fight, this first skirmish, is 
elections have always previonsly provoked the intensest interest. · soon ended, and it is only after the overthrow of the old constitution 

The bankrupt autocracy of Russia received some telling blows on its that the real work of revolution can be said to begin. 
crumbling foundations from famine and cholera. . From this and every · Effete and powerless, ::tttacked on all sides, the old rulers are soon 
other European country where governments have striven by harsh laws swept away by the breath of insurrection. In a few days the middle­
and police regulations to stem the tide of progress the yearly stea~y class monarchy of 1848 ·was no more, and while Louis-Philippe was 
stream of emigrants has poured forth; some settling in London, to dis- making good his escape in a cab, Paris had already forgotten her 
place others scarcely less wretched, or to quietly starve here unnoticed; " citizen king." The government of Thiers disappeared, on the 18th 
others passing oii-to the United States, where the advisability of refus- March, 1871, leaving Paris mistress of her destinies. Yet .1848 and 
ing shelter to beings denied the right to live in their own countries is 1871 were only insurrections. Before a popular revolution "the old 
being seriously considered. If it is decided to keep them out, it may order changes" with surprising rapidity. Its upholders fly the country, 
help to bring about the very crisis governments strive to avoid. to plot in safety elsewhere, and to devise measures :f.:>r their return. 

America herself is ir. the throes of a labor war. The great strike at The rulers having disappeared, the army hesitates before the tide_ of 
Homestead, where the workers took arms against the Pinkerton ban- popular opinion, and no longer obeys its commanders, who, for the mat­
ditti, that for .six years have been at the service of American capitalists ter of that,. are them~elves inclined to prudence. The troops stand by 
for the repression of discontent in their workshops, will be ever memo- and take no part, or else right about face and join the insurgents. The 
rable in the annals of economic warfare; as will the attempt of Berk- police hesitatingly finger their weapons, uncertain whether to belabor 
man to shoot the manager Frick, . by which act ha hoped to blot out the , the crowd or to cry " Long live the Commune ! " and the police sergeants 
individual mainly responsible for the sufferings among the strikers in retire to their quarters "to await the pleasure of the new government." 
Carnegie's works. At Idaho and during the strikes of the switchmen. Fat citizens pack their trunks and take themselves off to places of safety. 
on the Erie and Leigh Valley Railway the strife bet~veen capital and The people stay.-- That is how a revolution comes in. In several 
labor became akin to civil war. Naturally the most bitter feelings have large towns the Commune is proclaimed. Thousands of men are in the 
been engendered in the hearts of the strikers by the readiness of black- street~, and crowd in the evenings jnto the improvised clubs asking 
legs to step into their places, thus rendering th,e task of those struggling ~hat is to be done, and ardently discussing public affairs . . Everyone is 
for better conditions . vastly more difficult. These feelings have borne mterested; the indifferent of yesterday are to-day perhaps the most 
fruit in the merciless attacks in various places on "false brothers" by zealous. ~verywhere there is plenty of enthusiasm, and a keen desire 
unionists and in the attempt to poison them wholesale at Homestead. · to make· victory certain. It is .a time of supreme devotion. The people 

In Australia the conditions of labor are, notwithstanding an eight are ready to go forward, whatever betide. 
hours' work-day and protective lawsasbadif not worse than anywhere else. That is splendid, it is glorious, but still it is not the Revolution. 
Many farmers find it impossible to live, and, after struggling Nay, it is only now that the work of the Revolution begins. 
for years, are now compelled to give up their land and hire themselves 
out as farm-laborers. Sydney, N.S.W., has been the scene of a most Doubtless, vengeance shall have her fill. The Watrens and the 
determined strike on the part of miners of Broken Hill. Eight mem- 'rh~m~ses will pay the penalty of their unpopularity, but that is only 
hers of the Strike Defence Committee were arrested and tried for con- an mcident of the struggle, and not the Revolution. , 
spiracy in October. The police evidence against them was very similar ~he socialist politicians, the radicals, the neglected geniuses of jolll'­
to that pi~oduced by Sweeny and his brother constable at Nicoll's trial, nahsm, stump-orators, middle-class citizens and workmen huITy to the 
i.e., mainly quotations given of speeches made by the accused from notes Town Hall, to the Government Offices, and take possession of the vacant 
writtendownbythepolicehoursafterwards. Sopoorwastheevidencethat seats. Some rejoice their hearts with orders and decorations, admire 
the accusation, which was divided into three counts, broke down utterly in themselves in the ministerial mirrors, and study to acquire the haughty 
two of them, and six of the men were only found guilty on the third, and reserved deportment appropriate to their new position. They must 
"picketing" ! For this crime, however, the impartial judge sentenced have a red sash, a laced cap, and a fine manner, to impress their ex­
them to terms of imp1·isonment ranging from two years to three months, comrades of the office or the workshop ! Others bury themselves in 
all with hard hbor. In consequence, Sydney has since been kept in a official papers, trying, with all the good will in the world, to make head 
fever of agitation by mass meetings of indignant workers in the neigh- ?r tail of them. They indite laws and enunciate decrees in high-sound­
bourhood of Government House, and there have been serious frays mg phrases, but no one takes the trouble to carry them oU:t-- because 
between the miners and the police and blacklegs at the mines. It is the Revolution has come. ' 
noteworthy that leading Australian papers are admitting the impotance To give themselves an authority, which is lacking to them, they seek 
of Parliament.In the bursting of the Australian Banking Co., run by the sanction of the old forms, the old nomenclature. They take the 
an ex shoem::tker, Francis Abigail, a friend of Sir Henry Parkes, ex- names of "Provisional Government," "Committee of Public Safety," 
Premier N.S.W., t.he Australians have received their lesson in thrift. ".the Mayor," "the Governor of the Town Hall," "the Oommis­
There are a few hard working Anarchists in Sydney who lose no opportu- s10ner of the Public Weal," or any name that occurs to them. Elected 
nity of expo2ing the evils of Australian politics. or accepted, they assemble in boards or in communal councils. These 

"The brutish empire of Mammon cracking everywhere," and jobbery, bodies include.men of ten or twenty different schools, which, if not 
corruption and honest discontent in constant friction all the world over! exactly "private chapels," are at least so many sects which represent as 
Surely before long the result must be a social disruption, by .which the many ways of regarding the scope, the bearing and the goal of the 
old forms will be blown to atoms and a clearance made for a better sys- Revolution. Possibilists, Collectivists, Radicals,. Jacobins, Blanquiste& 
tern. are thrust together, and waste their time in wordy warfare; honesty 

Herein lies our hope for the future and our incentive to persist in rubs shoulders with personal ambition, which only grasps at power, and 
teaching .the people that they must at once take up the guidance of their spurns the crowd whence it sprung. Coming tC'gether with diametric­
C>Wn lives if they would have them worth liviug. ally oppo~ed views, they are forced to form arbitrary alliances in order 

to create majorities which hardly last a day. Wrangling, calling each 

THE 
CONQUEST OF BREAD. 

By PETER KnoPO'l.'KINE. 

CHAPTER II.-PLENTY FOR ALL. 

II. 
EXPROPRIATION, such then is the problem which Hi~tory has put before 
the men of the Nineteenth century: the return to Communism in all 
that ministers to the well-being of man .. 

But this problem cannot be solved by means of le<Yis.lation. No one 
imagines that. The poor, no les·s than the rich unde~stand that neither 
the . . ~xisting governments, nor any which might arise out of possible 
_pohtic?'l changes,. would be ca.pable of finding a solution. We feel the 
necessi~y o~ a. soc1~l revolutiop.; rich and poor alike recognise that this 
revolut10n is immm~nt, that it may break out to-day or to-morrow. 

A great change m thoug]:it has been accomplished during the last 
half-ce~tury; but suppress~d ~y the minority, that is to say, by the 
propertied c~asses, and dei:iied its natural development, this new spirit 
must break its bonds by v10lence and realise itself in Revolution. . 

Whence comes the Revolu~jon, and how will it announce its coming ? 
None can answer these quest10ns. The future is hidden. But those 

other reactionaries, autocrats, and rascals, incapable of coming to an 
understanding on any serious measure, forever entangled in petty side­
issues, and producing nothing better than bombastic proclamations, 
they yet take themselves seriously, unwitting that the real strength of 
the movement is in the streets. 

That is all very well for those who like theatrical displays, but i:;till 
it is noli the Revolution ! Everything yet remains to be done. 

The B:risto1 Labo:r Wa:r. 

"AFrER death, the judgment," screams the sky-pilot with dam1mble 
iteration, but every practical revolutionist well knows that it is unneces­
sary to wait till after death for the visit to the bar, for with swift and 
certain steps such ordeal comes upon him long before .he has had time 
to shuffle off this mortal coil. 

And so the Bristol men know, to their cost: 
Jarman, Tillett, Baker and Lacroix stand charged with inciting to 

riot on the 23rd December last, and numerous other offences. Smith 
at first was also with them, but the most persistent efforts of the police 
were incapable of producing sufficient evidence to warrant his committal. 

Although Tillett's case has been separated from the other yet the 
f ~cts of the one are so blended with the facts of the other as to be prac­
tically alike. Indeed, almost the same evidence has been given in both. 
cases. 
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The remarkable feature of Tillett's trial is that he is being prosecuted 
by the police. 

After his extraordinary speech in the Horsefair on the 18th Dec., 
the matter was referred by the local authorities to the Public Prose­
cutor, who, on investigating the affair and duly weighing th~ language, 
reported that he saw no ground for interfering. But this is jmt what 
the Bumbles of Bristol did not want, and on finding all hope of a crown 
prosecution gone they instructed their own police to lay an information, 
and so obtain the trial of the delinquent. 

Bernard Coleridge appeared for the dockers' secretary, nothing 
remarkable occurring during the hearing of the case, excepting that on 
the first day the court was besieged by a mass of idle curiosity hunt~rs. 
The interest excited by Tillett's summons has been out of all propor­
tion to its importance, and as an interesting and history making trial 
that of the other men far surpasses it. But snobism has not by a long • 
way died out, and up to the time of our going to press we can confi­
dently say that an alderman is considered a much bigger bug than poor 
Jack Nobody. Such is life ! 

It is perhaps hardly advisable to dissect the evidence or even to ofter 
~y comments on it at the present stage of the proceedings, but any­
one watching carefully the reports of the t:!.·ials will be struck by the 
venom imported into them, the "tall" statements of the police, and 
the palpable "getting up" of the whole affair. 

Also, Thomas, the chail'man of the bench of magistrates has fairly 
urpa ed himself in prejudice and impudence. 

A a result all the defendants have been committed to take their 
trial at the forthcoming assizes ; but Tillett has been allowed, after a 
pecial application, to have his case removed to London. 

Such persecution, however, has neither crushed the movement nor 
daunt ed the courage of the workers in the slightest degree. The battle 
ha sin ce gone on, and more successfully than ever. 

W hat the Bristol bigwigs intended doh1g was to place the extin .:. 
guish er on the torch of Freedom, and so put out .th~ flame that was 
growing stronger and stronger every day. ·Bogus reports were circu­
lated, alarmist telegrams sent, and extraordinary police precaution 
taken ; but such trickery has signally failed, and the determination on 
the part of the workers become greater. 

The deal-runners al'e still out. So are Sander's white slaves. The 
former have every Sunday demonstrated and held their meeting on the 
Grove, whilst the girls have kept to the Horsefair, the scene of the 
Black Friday brutalities. Each week some 10,000 workers assemble at 
the two st ations, the proceedings being characterised by great enthu-
iasm and earnestness. 

N o les than 30,000 trades unionists paraded on Saturday, Feb. 4th, 
and pr obably fully as large a number of sympathisers and spectators 
lined t he rout and witnessed the procession. Such like assemblies tend 
more than anything else to cement the workei1s' interest, and no great.er 
blow can possibly be given to the authorities than the putting of such 
ma es into the streets and parading them under their sensitive noses. 
In fact , so great an impression has been made on the public mind by 
the success of the latter demonstration that it is now generally remarked 
by cit izens, who previously were antagonistic, that there was no more 
reason for importing strange police and soldiers into Bristol on Black 
Friday than there was on the 4th Feb. 

P anic stricken authority, on the former occasion, cried out for blood 
-and had it ; it will take years for the stain:s to be obliterated. 

The metropolis of the west is more alert than ever it before has been, 
and if only the masses determine to work out their own salvation, and 
not be hoodwinked by bounders and men on the make, a great future 
is in t ore for them. 

At any rate those who have fought through cloud and, sunshine in 
the revolut~onary cause recognise that "the Dawn and the Day is com­
ing," and if slowly yet none the less surely. Man after man is girding 
on his armour for the battle that inevitably awaits him. If the crash 
hould come with Labor unprepared then must the sorrowing be loud 

and long, but if, as every true rebel wishes and is working body and 
oul for, the workers stand ever ready to strike, then will the rejoicing 

be grea t and the well-being of Humanity assured. 
9A IRA, 

Th:rif"t. 

" TAKE :financial thought for the morrow ; for the financial morrow 
shall not take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto no day 
is the :financial evil thereof."-Such is the text of a sermon preached 
on week-days (that is, on days when preachers mean what they say) by 
those "wise and prudent" unto whom certain things are not ·" revealed." 
The gist of the homily so commenced amounts to this :-In order that 
you may be able in your seventies or eighties to keep your underfed 
body and your sad soul together, be sure that you underfeed and sad­
den both of tb.ese your component parts in a.11 earlier decades. 

For of course the sermon which unctuously rolls its didactic length 
in the trail of the above text "is a sermon preached by those who ha.ve 
no occasion .to practise ~t~ less~ns, unto tpose who can only get along 
AT ALL by dmt ?f practismg them, yet who can only achieve this vitally 
necessary practice through trouble and worry and ceaseless self-denial. 
The daily cark of care · how to get enough money together to spare some 
for accumulation against a rainy day is the real experience known to a 
majority of the sons and daughters of our boasted civilisation. 

Now the " virtue " (?) which consists in adherence to the above work­
a-da.y text is den.ominated " Thrift." Ye gods ! Judging by 'the way 
t he word is spelt, one would think that Thrift had something to do 

with THRIVING. Perhaps it has. Let us see. The thrifty person and 
the thriving person ought at any rate to be first cousins or something. 
But are they? If so, it is not the thrifty man but the cousin who. 
does the thriving. The poor relation is preached at in private, but not 
acknowledged in public. And perhaps the poor relation is all the time 
the working member of the class. 

!hrif t, in its comm~n acceptation, means not more, not less_ ~han 
this. If you only get very little money, be sure and put some ot it by 
in a Friendly Society or a Savings Bank, and then it will be there 
when you want it (that is, when you can not live without it, except by 
stealing or alms-taking), or it will accumulate till it is enough to take 
out and buy some shares in some company with, so as to get" interest ·" 
worth the name out of it. We will say, a man, Tom Smith, starts to 
do ,this. But his occupa~ion is one which only bring~ him in enough to 
get as far as the Friendly Society or Savings Bank. All through his 
youth and middle age he does without all sorts of things that his boss 
considers necessaries of life. _Smith jogs on, day after day, year after 
year, doing his best, usefully, good-humouredly, patiently, VERY 

patien.tly. At 70 he gets an attack of rheumatic gout, caught through 
working at a job (usefully, good-humouredly, and very patiently) out of 
doors in bad weather; his health breaks up; he is crippled for work 
henceforth~ and must lead a fireside life. (His "rainy day" has come; 
th~re were only clouded days before-always clouded, so that he was · 
qmte used to them.) His children a.re married, and have their own 
hearths to keep warm; his wife is dead. He has been thrifty, and 
what he has saved will keep a roof over his head, food in his stomach, 
clothes on his back, and pay an old woman to wash and cook for him for, 
perhaps, two years. After that, an evil choice : the workhouse and its 
indignities ; or the saddening of his soul by becomin a :.tn increased bur­
den on his children. That is one case of Thrift ; and common enough. 
Is this THRIVING ? 
Ta~e another picture. Felix Holt gets rather more money in his 

workmg year ·, so instead of putting his savina in a Club or the Post 
Office he entru ·ts Joint Stock Companies with the charge of them; and 
finally writes as follows to the "Echo":--

" Si:,-I can corroborate, by a painful experience, the t ru th of what t he Echo 
has said re companies and their victims, haveng lost the •res1tlt of the tlwift of 
the best p art of my lif e in f ottr co11ipam:es . . . . Jn J ubilee year I was one of 
t he unemployed, and although I had prepared for uch a time by inves·ing hun­
dreds, could not touch a single farthin g, and, consequently, not 011ly lacked 
work, _hut food, and actual()', for a short t ime, had not even bread. So much 
for thnft. And I am but one of the many. 1 

'· 'Fhrift with me has been carried to the extr eme. Strict vegetarianism, t ee­
to~ahsm, and abstinence from ordinary amusements practised ; the love of music 
stifled! the yearning for the possession of books unrealised; the wish to marry 
ungratified; the love of children unappeased ; the one object in view-release 
from. work disliked to that liked, by securing for myself education-never 
obtamed. Thrift t o me has been the veriest curse ; I have envied the happiness 

· of my fellow-workmen, who now laugh at me, and am now, after wasti ng. the best 
years of my lif e for thrift, a candidate for the parish workhouse~ sui0ide, or per­
h~ps worse, and, if it were not for the few noble souls existing, ready to say 
:vith the extreme Anarchist, 'Society [sic!] is too bad to P.Xist ; let us destroy 
it .' To the w.eekly wage-earner I would say, avoid the thrift of saving ; practise 
the b~tter thnft of preserving your body and mind in heal th, strength, and 
happmess, rega.rdleas of expense, and adopt as your motto dttm v ivimtis vivamiis. 
Yours, &c., Felix Holt." 

Thrift is but a poor virtue at best. W e have got beyond that stage· 
of civilisation at which it does more good than harm. Thrift on the 
part of the industrian in a community already plagued with over pro­
duction is PER SE anomalous. " You shall not live unless you work." 
Well and good, One might not quarrel much with this conventionally 
and partially applied principle did it actually obtain with regard to all 
persons in possession of workable bodies and minds. But here are the 
further terms at present imposed :--You shall not work= live unless 
WE can make a profit (not to say a ~ortune) out of you; pray protect 
yourself against the consequences of this our arrangement, by making 
the" short commons" we allow you on working days, serve also for the 
dreary days when we don't want you. You cannot do better than in­
crease its amount by playing into the hands of some of the " under­
takings" on which the labor of others of your class enable us to fatten. 
When we don't require your work then be so kind as to hand us your 
savings-- Oh, Mammon ! ugly, wide-mouthed, sharp-clawed mon­
strosity! at any price cease preaching. 

Financial thrift is, after all, not a lovely element in' character. If 
the thrifty one puts his purse in a napkin, saving it . without seeking 
interest on it, he must still at any rate turn a deaf ear at every moment 
to the crying need of his fellows, right and left of hi.m. Should he, 
however, "invest," and reap where he has not sown, he participates in 
ro9bery, and evinces the " business " spirit ; than which (opposed as it 
is at every turn to the working spirit) no more blighting, corrupt, 
and anti-social factor exists in the world to-day. . "Business" tarnishes 

· every honest impulse, and blunts every humane perception; it makes 
of a ~~n, iu the degree in which he is possessed by it, a soulless and 
parasitic hanger-on of the active producer, 

. As for the "rainy day," and all the cant which we are treated to 
about it, there is this to be said. The world, thanks to science and 
indu~try, is at l~st supplie~ with sufficient means and modes of pro­
duct10n, and ~~th a sufficient number of able citizens to keep the 
general pot boilmg to-day, to-morrow, and to the end of time. The 
rainy days only come now at the bid of the monopolist, or his minion, 
the government .. Man, apart from man-made law, might already stand 
as conq1~eror .on his J?lanet, ta~ing no p~inful thought for the morrow, 
but findmg time to hve truly, m full enJoiment of that "deep to-day" 
which, as Emerson says, all men are prone to scorn. 

Freedom can be obtained at Mrs. Baker's News Agency, 125, Kentish Town· 
road, N, 'N. ' 
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N 0 TES. 
THEATRE ROYAL, WESTMINSTER. 
. On Feb. lst, after a few months' tour through the provinces, H er 

. Majesty's 'Loi·ds and Commons re-took posses ·ion of theii: play-house at 

. Westminister, under the stage management of a particularly lrno~­
ing old parliamentary hand. Th~ bill of far~ for the season includes 
some favorite items and a few qmte new, which are one and all calcu­
lated to draw large crowds of gapers, and to furnish ~he journalists with 
columns of matter for months to come. The curtam rose as usual on 
the well-worn, but apparently indispensable, ~arce of '.'The Q~1een's 
Speech," into which some new ~har~cters, specially put m for pi~ and 

· gallery, were introduced to brn~g it up to. date, s?-ch as a Bill t_o 
·amend Conspiracy Law and vanous other Bills bearm~ on _the Con~i­
tion of Labor. The farce was further enhanced by divertisements m 

· which diffei·ent members of the company took part. The solo executed 
by Keil' Hal'die, being particu~arly admired, when p~sing as. the Cha_m­
pion of the Unemployed, he mmbly bounded from ::;ide to side, defymg 

. attempts to catch him, by the entire company who were drawn up on 
1 either side in lively competition to do so, until at last he fell into the 
· a1ws of a Toi-y M.P. Since then we have 'been given several acts of 

''The Irish Pantomime," which Mr. John Bums tells us will be inde­
finitely prolonged as a, counter attraction to " The Grisly Social 
'fragecly," .going on outside. · : · 

Hol\IE RuLE HERRING. 
It is qui~e possible that the Home Rule Bill will be dissected and 

discus,secl AD NAUSEAM in order to stn.ve off the day when the voices of 
.. the hungry and the homeless must be attended to. Home Rule for 
. Ireland of some kind or · other (the Tories call Mr. Gladstone's present 

bill the worst that ever was framed) might be granted and the social 
_ oystem remain unchanged save for the extension of the Talking Plague 

to Dublin. But Labor Problems are quite other things and the mem­
bers who bring them forward are looked upon as so many Samson~ 
laying hold of the pillars of society to bring the whole stl:'ucture toppling 
about our eal's to the inevitable extinguishment of " all the lords of 
the Philistines." 

THE TRUE SCENT. 
Bad however :;t.s the Home Rule Bill may be, it were well if it. had 

got safely past both devil and deep sea. For though no Bill will bring . 
Ireland either the pe.ace and prosperity it~ initiators try to make us 
believe it will, its passing will allow the Irish to push on to more vital 
questions, economical and .intellectual, which cannot be solved by the · 
establishing. of a Parliament on College Green, but only by a healthful · 
aotivity of the people themselves. 

lVIR. ASQUITH SPEAKS A PIECE. 
On Feb. 9th the Home-Secretary made a noteworthy speech on the 

amnesty question. Two Irish dynamiters Callan and Eaan have been 
released and the Irish members naturally asked for " mo~e." But this 
was denied them as emphatically rui; Oliver Twist was once refused a 
second supply of gruel by the Workhouse Master. Mr. Asquith ex­
plained that Call:p1 had been let out ~u~e the ex-Home Secretary 

had ordered his release, and Egan, after nine and a half years' penal 
servitude, because-well, because he was innocent. (This does not gi~e 
much hopa for the diminution of the sentences on our Walsall com­
rades.) Mr. Asquith said he was determined to crush out " warfare 
aaain~t society,"and refused to recognise the use of dynamite as the 
l:gitimate,-i.e., political-weapon. of rebels. . No, rebels should go out 
into the operi field and meet then· opponents there by force of arms 
as the Irishmen of '48 and '67 did! To which exhortation an Irish 
member pertinently added," And be hanged." So to obtain the privi­
leaes (save the mark!) of political offondei·s the discontented must go 
ot~t into the open field. Unfortunately when men are driven into open 
revolt they are not in a frc1,m'e of mind to considel' the privileges that 
may be accorded them if they fa~l-they _always hope tv succeed-and 
generally seize the weapon that hes hanchest. 

THE MEN To WHOM ASQUITH REFUSES MERCY. 
The secretary of the Irish Amnesty Committee, Joseph Sheridah, 

recently visited ten of the Irish political prisoners in Portland and re­
ports thus: One of them, Kevitt, wept for joy _at the _si~·ht of friendly 
faces-he had seen none but those of the prison officials for eleven 
years and three months; he is suffering from a disease contracted in 
the prison. Another had seen no friend f01· nine years and had received 
no letter or communication from the outside wol"ld for five years. 
Ci::Lllao-han has become blind of one eye through the unskillful treat­
ment b of the prison doctor, who, whilst syringing one of his ears which 
was slio·ht1y deaf, broke a glass syringe in it and left pieces of glass in 
the wo~nd. The inflammation induced by this a:f:l'ected his eyes. one, 
as has been said, being now quite blind. Dr. Gallagher, John Duff and 
another have escaped from some of their misei:·y by having gone mad . 
Whilst visiting the prison, Sheridan says, he saw six prisoners, scantily 
clad thouo·h it was winter weather and iaining in tonents, harnessed 
to a' cart full of stones ; they were being driven by an armed jail or 
wrapped comfortably in a mackintosh. How the Yankees must laugh 
when t.hey read in English papers indignant ci·iticisms of the way in 
which America~ convicts-, hii·ed out as slaves, are treated in Tennessee! 

THE ANARCHIST PRISONERS. 
Of our vValsall comrades we know but little. Chades's friends a1:e 

working steadily though quietly in his favor. Deakin is in the Isle of 
Wight, Cailles has been heard of, but no one seems to know where 
Battola is confined. N icoll was visited by two friends last month. He 
complained of being torment~d by hideous noises that come apparently 
from the adjoining cell, but whether produced by an ins;:me prisone:r, 
or by a warder given to practical joking, or by the chaplain desirous of 
a convert, Nicoll could not decide. An attempt is to be made, we 
believe, to draw the attention of the autho1·ities to thi. gi·atuitous per­
secution. 

C. C. DA vrs's PitaTEST. 
In the report column our readers will find a detaile<l account of the 

protest made, in Birmingham, by our comrade C. C. Davis on behalf 
of all unemployed. Any one who knows Da.vis will quickly understand 
that his smashing the jewellet·'s window and stock in N ew-st. was the 
natural action of an honest man who did not see why he should starve, 
or subsist on alms, in the midst of wealth and luxury, whil::;t he ha.d 
strong arms and was able and willing to work. Davis is at pi·esent in 
Winson Green Prison, Birmingham, awaiting bis trinJ in Api·il, when 
he will defend his action, as an Anarchist should, ·without any legal 
intervention. As it is important that he should be in a fit condition, 
mentally and physically, when April comes, some comrades have kindly 
undertaken to see that he has proper food meanwhil e. Sympathisers 
are invited to contribute small sums weekly for thi. · puqJose. We shall 
.publish soon a list of what bas already been sent from London and 
Leicester; · 

AN INDEPENDENT Vrnw OF THE lVIATTEit IN GERl\IANY. 
At a meeting of the " Independent Socialists " in Berlin, at the end 

of J·anuary, a violent atfo.ck was made upon the leaders of the Social 
Democratic party who pose as the representatives of the workers in the 
German Parliament. They were compared to the keepers of menngeries 
who amuse the public by making sport with their wild be.asts. It was 
~aid that even the Salvation Army had done more to lessen the work­
men's misery, and that the so-called representation of Labor in Pa.i-lia­
ment had in fact only weakened their cause. A c:1rpe11tel' asked what 
would be thought of a doctor who had been employed by a patient f_or 
30 years and in the end l:iad dune mor~ ha1·m than good ? . The Socrn.l 
Democrats had been practising upon the workers for 30 years now: a.nd 
one had only to look at the workers' condition to judge the iesult. 
One laborer stated that be bad often been hungry and had been looked 
up several times; but as to the wol'kman, who, at :t meeting of the un-. 
employed, had told them he was just going to hang his old mother of 
82 and himself next, he must be a fool, for he evidently .had expected 
roast· chickens to fly into his mouth. A man must claim for himself 
the right to live. Finally it was declared that the official Socia,l Demo­
crats in no way represented the ea.use of the peoyle, and that ~f the 
workers were to go on waiting for Parliamentary assistance they might 
wait till Doomsday. 

THE NEW Doss HousE, PARKER-STREE'r, · DH.URY LANE. ' 
A comrade had the curiosity to go see the home provided for c~stml 

workers by the L.C.C. which in point of detnil leaves little to be des1_red. 
Liaht air warmth and opportunities for cleanlimss me all provided 

b ' ' f in plenty for the · 375 lodgers who _are expected to take adva1~tage o 
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It may be worth noting in connection with this incident th3:t :rreasttrer 
Bisset is a "boss" blacksmith, and as such uses la.rge quantities of coal. 

. EGLAN SHEPHERD. 

In. Holland. 

this communal lodging-house. The communal kitchen and smoking­
room could be made admirable fields for propaganda. An interchange 
of ideas over a pan of sputtering sausages, or a cup of tea ; a quiet chat 
under cover of selectio1is from Beethoven or Chopin, played by condes­
cending West-Enders during the after-dinner smoke, might be pro­
ductive of ideas, not yet connected with L.C.C. schemes. As the 
charge is only 5d. per night and 6~d. is reckoned as a sufficient outlay 
for d:;i,ily food, it would be well for some of us to consider the advis­
ability of occasionally recruiting among the " d?ssers ." An agit~tion 
is on foot to provide a similar shelter for single women. Judging from 
:the acco unts, that have been seen in the papers, from time to time, of 
the abominable condition of the common lodging houses in all large 
town , it is none too soon that the Londo1i.ers have bestirred themselves 
to provide decent shelters for the plebians of labor without regarding 
the Twin Gods--Profit and Interest. · It has been a crying shame for 
many generations that human beings have been forced to live in sties, 
~uch as the poorest farmer would hesitate to keep pigs in, and that the 
pence extorted from them for such accomodation should go to fill tJte 

WE translate without comment the following passage from the 
· " Kreuzzeitung," the organ of the German conservative party:-

pockets of vV est End loafers. ~· 

~cotch. Notes. 

It will be inte1·esting to watch the outcome of the present struggle 
between the Glasgow Typographical Society and the proprietors of the 

" Glasgow Evening Citizen." It is the old, old 
'ELF-PRE 'ERVATION, t)t o1·y. The compositors who were engaged on 
THE Fill ·.r LAW OF the "Citizen," and are members of the Typograph­

.CAPITALI"TIC NATURE. ical Society, had protes!ied against the substitut-
ing of piece work for time work (due to the 

introduction, <tbout 'two years ago, of a new type setting machine) . They 
had an int rview w~th the proprietors, who, after some discussio1:, .en­
tered into an agreement with them to return to old method of time 
work. The men returned to work, relying on the good faith uf the e 
honourable gentlemen. But they had :scal'cely ceased congratulating 
them · 1 e:s n thei1· success when they received a letter · from the pl'o­
J>riet i· info1·ming them that, "a · c.L simple measure of self-pr erva,t ion, 
th had i: olved to make their offices Non-Union ." .r xt mornin()' 
.the c mpo ·ito1·s fo und the doors of the offices clo ·ed again -t th m, their 
place filled by " mts" (for whom nll nece ·sa1·y ac~omodation for sleep-
1n and eating on the premises had been provided), and two ·ta.lwart 
_poli men guarding the doors ! 

nd yet, even after this bitte1· object lesson, the Tyr ooTaphica.l 
~ ociety persists in maintaining that "the interests of employ i·s an l 
enwloyees are identical ! ,; 

However, the men have shown considerable energy, and ai·e makincr 
.a plucky fight since the lock-out. 'l'hey have ta.rted a little paper to 

give effective expression to thei1· grievance ; they 
A D have held I ublic meetings in all parts of the city 

•OF OTHER ,.ATUll.ES and subm·bs, which have been c1·owded with enthu-
TOO . sia.·tic sympathisers, who inv<triably pledged them-

selves to boycott the offending "Citizen." And 
rnow they are ta.king active steps to transform their present unprP.t n­
tiou little sheet into a "first class evening newspaper," to be controlled 
.by the workers and to advocate the cause of labor. It is the rio-ht 
moment for the venture, as the workers here, eve1· since the great rail­
.way trike, have been highly incensed against the attitude takqn up by 
the ' 1itizen" on labo1· questions, and have in val'iou. ways expre , eel 
. their de ·ii·e for a. labor paper. 

But we are not so foolish as to expect very rnuch from this 
.new paper, as it will bt- practically in the hari.ds of men who, 

CA..~ THE SUARKS BE 
if not all strictly "orthodox" themselves, 
are not likely to do or say anything to offend 

KEP'l' FROM those who are. Besides, as the capital required · 
THE HE.RRING-SHOAL? is stated at £30,000 we do not see very 

well how, if the paper is to be established, 
·the money-bags are to be prevented from having a very large share 
:in i.tts control. JOE Bu1tGOYNE. 

At the Municipal Elections, in November, the Aberdeen Labor Party 
. ecured seats in the 1,own Council for their thr·ee candidates, of whom _ 

great things were expected, especially when 
AN OBJECT LESSON their chief, Mr. George Bisset, was elected 

IN City Treasu.rer ; and when they managed to 
.LABOR REPRESENTATION. carry a motion to the effect that all contractors 

· employed by the Corporation must' pay their 
Aemployees at least the standard rate of wages, gTeat joy prevailed in the 
1abor camp over what they termed an important victory. In January, 
·when te.nders for supplying coal to the Corporation were taken iu, it 
-was found that of those firms tendering two distinctly r efuse to be 
_b?und by the.regulation anent wages, the third accepted the rule-but 
·his was the highest tender. Here was a chance for Treasurer Bisset, . 
as the L.P. loves to call its boss, to show lhat he meant to stand up for 

·.the principles on which he rode into the Council by acceptin()' the hi<Yhest 
~ . b b 

,,ouer even thong~ the town's funds should suffer by £100 loss. But; no, 
Mr. Bisset, for some reason best known to himself, and in defiance of 
his pledges and of the law he himself proposed, or at least voted for, 
.accepted the tender of a firm who would not bind themselves to pay the 
·stanclard rates of wages. The accepted firm has since ()'one in for a re­
.duetion· of pay along with the other Shipping Companies of .Aberdeen. 

"Thanks to the carelessness of the Liberal Government, which regards the 
increasing Social Democratic agitation with h elpless ~pathy, things, in Ho~la~1d 
are gradually reaching a condition which is simply mtolerable. .'I he Soc1~hst 
organ Recht voor A llen (Hight before All), conduct ed by Do.mela NiemYenh~us!' a 
reputed 'man of education ' makes use of of lan o-uage wluch cannot be chstm­
guished from that of any Anarchist print. Lik~ the Anar ?hist apostles of the 
millr.nnium, he rej ects no methods, not even dynamite, wluch may t end to the 
overthrow of the present state of things. In his las t nurn.bcr h e urges the 
workers t o t ry l ess bread and more revolvers 'to shoot down the murderers o~ 
p eople like clogs .' That is the language which a paper r~atl b}~ thous,ands ?f 
workmen dares to use, and still the government does not interfere. Even in 
Belgium and France, which enj oy unlimited freedom of the press, Dom.ela and 
his accomplices would have been l aid under lock anu k ey long ago . But rn Hol­
hmd this Anarchist print is sol<l. cheap in the open street . vVe cannot ":0 ~1der 
therefore that the Socialistic agitation gets beY.ond the ?ontrol of ~he ofticial" 
Vv orking-men disturbances have gradually become a standm g order m Holland. 

'' In all the great towns, especially in Amstcruarn and the Hague, w~ r ead of 
meetings of' the 'unemployed,' who are p erhaps in want, not so much of employ­
ment, as of the desire to work. In the capital a ·ommittee of the Ul1 mployecl 
has dcelared itself in p ermanent session, an1l contiunnJly thrcatcus th l1cace of 
the town. · Consequently the Government is compc·llcd to hold the police and 
military continually in rcadincss. How lightly the agitators r~ganl th ~hr~ats 
of' the officials i s shown by the daily excesses in which they mdulgc with nn­
punity. In the Hague the l\fayor has rcceivell a Llrcree frnm the Ummployed 
commanding him to find work fo r them, with wa<res of at leas t oue and a half 
gulden a <..lay (about half' a crown) . :N"aturally, the mayor could only reply 
with vague promises. It is evident that the whole . ecurity of th 'ttitc sufl'rrs 
through these continued disturbances, and tlw cry for protection grow · lou l r 
every lay. ] ut protection cannot be found in m re s11 ches an l promi.· .· . The 
Conservativ pap r give t lncc means for opposing the o ·ialist pr 11acramla : 
first, a Distress Bill to nablc the " . ll-di ·posed workman, who ha· b n really 
driv n into distr ss by scar ·ity of work, at all cvr11ts t tidto oYer this cxceptio11-
ally scvrr wint t·. <'CO!Hlly, a law against th ocialist a<ritations and ex ·css :, 
s that th 'overnm nt might be enabl d to 1·rmler J m la Nieuw . nlmis and 
hi· ubonlinates harm le .- for the futur e. Thirdly, the a ·sumpti n by the 
' verument or t h r ntrol of poli , at pr (;;lit in th hands of Lhr commuJ1al 

administration . The mn.y r ]t, v h wn th m .,Iv : cv ,1· rw]H•1·c fort o wrak 
f r t he prescrvati 11 of or cler, and it may b ;t sum ,d t ha t the Govcrnm nt"' uld 
br morr energ tic in its ma1rn.grment of tlt policr . 'l'hr nly que. t ion i: wh t her 
th wr;d· alll l colourless Libcrn.l minority or 'l'l1ir11hovr11 will have tlic 'Out'll.O'C' to 
adopt thr em a lll'<'.' . To j ud re 1 y its pa t p rformancc's , we may wcJl doubt it. " 

It i intere t ino· to obse1·,·e tlrn.t in th n xt paraO'l'fl.ph we al'e told 
that the Queen Reo-ent ha been grnciou ly plea ·ed to be p1· .:ent at a, 

perfo1·mance in the F l' nch Opem Hou.eat the Hao-ue, thu declarin<Y 
the long period of Court-mournino· at an end, and giving the :ignal to 
the city to arise from the ·onow and melancholy in which it ha · . ·o long 
lain prostrate . 

Ad"Yice To Those About 
E:.:µig:rate. 

To 

IN these · clays when Home Colonisation i eriou ly di cu. eel, and is 
even tried, in England as an outlet for the population: of om· co1io- ·ted 
towns, the following letters will be of much jnte1·est to our i· a lers. 
A comrade in New South Wales, writing to Kropotkine for sug()'estions 
and advice, says :-

"As you are probably aware, the Labor movement in Australia lrns advanced . 
tremendously. during the last fo ur or five years . The r eason, I believe, lies in 
the increased agitation in the minds of the p eople through tlte late strikes lrnrc 
and also in England and America.. The Labor Party hrre got the worst of it in 
the last three big strikes, yet the importance of" those strikes. as factors in 
educating people's minds cannot be overlooked-e.g., 1lircct r esults of dt'feat cf 
:Maritime Strike was the fo rmation of Labor Electoral Lragues all ovrr New 
South ·wales, and the sending in of thirty-four Labor members into Parliarnrnt: 
r esult of' last year' s Sh earers' Strike in Queensland has been the beo-inning of 
the New Australia movement about which I write. 

"The N cw Australia l\Iovernent is a pro1)0sal to all h ealthy and in telligrnt men 
and women to leave Australia and to go to a certain part of South America, t here 
to establish Co-operative Settlemruts 011 Sociali. tic principles. 'l'he idra of this 
movement originated with Mr. Lane, editor of the best Socialistic labor paper 
in Queensl and. 'Three agents of the Association are at present in Argen.tintt 
(S. A.), p rospecting there for the best land for t lrn settlement, and th ·y have 
already found a site fo r -it on t he banks of the River N iger. In Australia we 
have five or six ageJJts, l\fr. Lane incluJ.cJ , organising groups in diffe rent parts 
of the country, and the result has bee1:. bet ter than we expec tr·cl. \ Ve have al­
ready from five to six hundred members, and the first batch of settlers sails for 
Argentina some time in January. 

"It may seem stran ge that while thousands of men a.re emigratin g annually 
from diffcren t parts of tlu;i world to A ustrali<t- the so-called working man' s Para­
dise-men should be fournl in Anstralift williug to leave behind the country 
which they have helped to i·aise up into a nation and to go t o a foreign country 
which, perhaps, is no better than Australia. But this is not a case ot' ' It's 
better where we are not.' 1'hcre is more than one r eason why it would be better 
to establish the settlement iu Argentina, bnt I will cite only one : CapitaJistic 
opposition would be too strong h ere in Austalia. Capital i s organised here 
stronger than ever it was before ; it rules the Governmets in spite of all that. 
the working classes can do. And there does not seem to he a ghost of a chancf!l 
of' getting good fand gratis from any of the Governments h cr r. Ao-aiu, the 
motto of Socialists i s 'the world is my country,' and we are o-oincr t o a~t up to it. 
vVe'll have no distinctions eith er in nationali ties or in rrli~io11~. All men 11.rc 
"· elcorn~-pro_vided thr.y arc physically and morally healthy~ and not afraid t o 
work or to tlunk." · 

To which Kropotkine replies:-

The fact tlrnt men :md women, who have made Australia what it is, 
are compelled to migrate from jt, speaks volumns in it~elf. "MAKE 

the land, be the clung which renders it productive, buil<l the centres of , 
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civilisation which render it valuable--and go away!" That is the 
true picture of modern capitalist management. The same here, the 
same at t~e antipodes-always the same! . . . . . 

. Every time I see me:ri and w:_omen of energy, enterprise and mitiativ~, 
starting similar colonies I feel sorry. . . . You know how much Russia 
has lost of her best ele~ents, those that had the capacity of being dis- · 
satisfied and of revolting against bad conditions, because she had at her 
very doors Siberia, whereto the lovers of freedom could go and escape 
for a few years all the curses of the State-military service, bureau­
cracy, functionaries and their despotism. 

What would become of the European revolutionary movement if 
most women and men of strong individuality-most of those ready to 
rebel-went to settle in diRtant lands, trying to make colonies there? 
Is there not work enough in each land for every one who_ wishe.s to 
work for the modification of the atrocious conditions of the present time? 
Is there not at hand enough opportunities for exercising the spirit of 
Solidarity which inspires the Communist? Do we not want here, in 
every great and small city, that Communist spirit put into practice and 
~·adiating from_ small groups, however limited in extent, so as to make 
it permeate the whole of society. 

The longer we all live, the more we see that the very limited Com­
muriist solidarity which is practised among all revolutionary, and 
e ·pecially all Anarchist groups exercises a much more pow~rful effect 
than if it were practised, even to its full extent, somewher•e on the 
boundaries of the civilised world! Remember the change produced in 
all Russian society by Nihilism. Compare the manners, the habits of 
life at the time of Tourgueneff's " On the Eve " with present manners 
and habits. Not to mention that, besides the propaganda by example, 
which is carried on more or less here by all who have broken with old 
forms, there is going on hand in hand a propaganda of general Social­
ist principles, Socialist agitation, and Socialistic enlightening of the 
masses; and this is what prepares the way for Communism on a grand 
scale in the cities of the civilised world itself. 

Besides, when I recollect the numerous colonies which have been 
started for the last fifty years, and the number of men and women, 
some of whom I knew personally, whose unflinching energies and per­
severance I cannot but admire-and yet see the failures on rocord, I 
cannot but think that there is some great cause at work against such 
colonies. · 

These causes I imagine to be two, and I recommend them to your 
most careful consideration: lst, The Colonies .are usually not numerous 
enough. If you are a small family, united by bonds of common educa­
tion and thousands of family bonds, you may succeed. If you are more 
than that, you mus;t be numerous: 2,000 souls will succeed better 
than 200, on account of the variety there would be·of characters, apti­
tudes, inclinations. The individual and the individual's personality 
more easily disappear in a group of 2,000 than in a group of 200 or 20. 
It is extremely difficult to keep 50 or 100 persons in continuous full 
agreement. For 2,000 or 10,000 this is NO'r required. They only need 
agree as to some advantageous methods of common work, and are free 
otherwise to live in their own way. · . . 

The 2ncl difficulty is this. Peasants no doubt succeed in founding 
such colonies ; because in their · mother country the conditiov.s are so 
bad that, after 2 or 3 yeara of very hard work, they feel better off than 
before. Their colonies only disintegrate when they (through some 
.special conditions) fall from bad to worse. 

But most communistic colonies are composed chiefly of men who are 
put·, in the colony, into worse material conditions than .their previous 
ones. However bad the present conditions, the worker in a civilised 
country' IF HE IS PERMIT'rED BY THE EXPLOITERS TO WORK, and if he 
is an average worker, has. certain conditions of life, which in most 
case~ he does not find -in the colony, where for 5, 10, often more, years 
he has to fight against the most crushing difficulties. 

In the colony he works hard, and has none of the trifles which civil:. 
isation gives, and which we all like so much, and he has no prospect of 
having them. He also feels less personal liberty in his actions-it is 
always the case in small communities-and he is deprived of the higher 
stimuli which he has in his mother country--even of the struggle in a 
large arena which every active nature likes. . 

That is why, I have long since thought, that if I were one of those 
who start colonies, I never should go into the wilderness. A Commun­
ist Colony ? Well, the best spot for it is m~ar London or near 
Paris! And even if it started without, or with very little, capital or 
land, I am persuaded that the privations one would have to impose up­
on himself to make such a colony thrive in a London suburb would be 
much less than the privations one must endure to make a colony thrive 
in Argentina. . · 

I have read a good deal about the first steps of colonists in America, 
both in records and private letters; I saw many colonists on the fertile 
plains of the middle Amur in Siberia, so I have some idea what these 
privations are, and I am firmly persuaded that if 20 or 200 persons had 
endured like privations in starting a Communist farm near London-
they would be prosperoui now. · 

Of c~urse the chi~f · thi~ng in such a case would be not to carry on 
the ~griculture c.arried .on 2~000 years ago, but the agriculture which is 
reqmred now-i.e., gardening and most intensive culture combined 
with HANDICRAFT. ' 

'Yhen ~ saw at Harrow what _is o?tained from a horrid, heavy clay 
b~ mtensive labor-a labor which ~s still a plaything in comparison 
with the labor a colony has to . face m unbroken countries-I alway!5 
thought that if I were a born " colonist " I should try to colonise here 
not in South America. ' 

Reasoned, intensive gardening to grow all sorts of vegetables (and 

perhaps to attempt in~ens~ve culture of w.heat )-gu~ded by the expei.·i­
ence of real gardeners an~ m accordance with the advice readily received · 
from neighbours; that alone might give nea1:ly the whole of the colony's. 
food, and pay the rent, as well as permit the concern to increase· 
gradua.lly--even if one half of the male population were compelled to, 
work all the year round in a factory (or: still better, one half of the year 
on1y), to earn the necessary money; while the other half obtained from 
the land, by intensive culture, all that is required for living. And 
such a colony close to a big city would have the advantage of not cut-: 
ting itself off from the civilised world ; it would be part of it, and would, 
enjoy some of its joys, which are so attractive for one who has a taste· 
fo:r .learning or art. A lecture, good music, a good library would be· 
within the reach of the colonist, not to say that he would remain in. 
contact with the Communists who carry on the active work of propa­
ganda and agitation amidst the old world ; he might even join it when-­
ever he liked ..... 

I am persuaded that if a Communist colony can live together in oun· 
present society it can only live near a big city. But, even in its best 
it will only be a refuge for those who have abandoned the battle, which: 
?as to be fought-face to face with the enemy. . . . I need not tell you 
that, if the colony is to have any chance of success, it ought to have no· 
directors, no superintendants, no balloting, no voting whatsoever .. 
These, and the intrigues they give rise to, have always been the stum-. 
bling blocks of the colonies. Are the new settlers less intelligent, less: 
capable than a Hussian village llIIR that goes to settle in Siberia? The 
Russian peasants live without authority, agree at their meetings fo:r­
common work, and are intelligent enough not to have authorities or· 
ballots, and to arrive at unanimity in their decisions. Are the Austra­
lians inferior to them in any way that they need rulers ? 

Enemies of P:rog:ress. 
(No. 4.) 

THE INDIFFERENTIST. 
IT is a deplorable fact, taking the various classes of people composing 
our society, that the Indifferentist figures most conspicuously amonast. 
the w~rkers. In whatever grade of higher society you may happen°to. 
move, it will be found that the law of self-preservation is taken advant-­
age of, and used to its utmost limits. Not so amongst the toilers; a,, 

general apathy seems to pervade them. The very class of people, who. 
should see and understand that they ought to have the foll results of 
their labor, are totally oblivious of their rights, and never trouble to. 
look farther ahead than their immediate wants. If they have their­
present needs supplied, then they are satisfied. And it is in this res­
pect that they come under the heading of Indifferentists. They are 
utterly indifferent as to how things will be when they reach old age. 

:whether the cause of this is to be attributed to the idea that the 
worker has had all his spirit of independence and judgment crushed out. 
of him by continual drudgery, or whether the keen competition of our· 
pr~sent society has bluuted his faculties of perception, must remain all! 
open question. The fact, nevertheless, stares us in the face that the· 
majority of the to_ilers ::re ind~fferent as to their position in society. It 
may be here ment10ned m passmg that the worker does sometimes rouse 
himself. a little and ask. for?' sixpence rise in his weekly wage, but in the 
generality of cases, this bemg granted, he falls back into the old ruts: 
again. He is content to remain a worker, a slave, or a footstool for 
those who sap his vitals, and live on his blood and sinews. He must-. 
have some master to domineer over him, and when Socialists point out. 
to him that this is not necessary, he will generally say: "Ah well ! It's. 
no use you wasting your breath. Things always have been like it, an~ 
always will be. What can you few Socialists do ? Y ot1 cannot tum 
the '~orld upside down. . It has been so for thousands of years, and will 
remam so to the encl of time ; all your talking won't alter matters. If 
I thought your views could be brought about, I would join you. Look 
how many are against you. I tell you it's useless." This is the O'eneraD 
argument of the Indifferentist. No amount of logic can prove 

0
to him 

at present that if HE joined the Socialist movement it would mean one­
more recruit on the side of liberty, and one less in the bonds of . 
slavery. If our number is small to-day, it WILL be larger in the future~ 
for all great moveme.nts have generally had small and insignificant 
b~ginni~g. C~ri~ti.anity now ~ounts millions of adherents, yet it began 
with a smgle mdividual practwaJly. Luther was only one individual. 
yet he to-day has hundreds of thousands of followers. 

· In the battle for bread there can be but one cry :-
" He that is not for I~iberty is against it ! " 

and th'e lndifferentist will have to choose whether he will fight .for­
Progress· or become its enemy. Even if he does not admit beinCT aaainst . 
liberty, he must, as a natural consequence, yet be an enemy of Progress,. 
for the very act of indifference, of standing still, hinders the car of 
Progress, or becomes a drag on it. 

The assertion of the Indifferentist that matters will continue to, 
remain as they are must be combatted on every occasion. Things do. 
not remain as they were. There is a universal law of _ progre~sion in 
everything in nature: a standstill is totally unknown, And so with 
regard to the labor movement; it does not stand still--it continually 
moves, and it is only the Indifferentist amongst the workers who clog: 
its movement. 
. The Indifferentist is the enemy of Progress because he will not see· 
the advantages to be derived by following in its train. 1'he. lame and 
worn-out excuses made are only so much dust thrown into the eyes of 
the unwary. How any worker can remain indifferent to his sad lot is: 
most remarkable. His precarious mode of living, his uncertainty of 
employment, his probable death as a pauper, one would think, shoulru 
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~spur him on to help change affairs from what they at present are. A man 
who becomes an Indifferentist and brings children into the world prac­

>tically commits a crime, for he can not care an iota for their welfare. 
He may deny this assertion, but it is nevertheless a fact, for does he 
provide for their future or can he make their battle of life 

-~nd struggle for existence any easier ? No ! He must be callous, and 
indifferent to their best interests, for he will admit that the present 

.state of society is rotten, yet iR himself not willing to alter it. He could 
,help towards the renovation of society, yet, coward-like, stands back, 
and waits to see how things will turn out in the end. No doubt if any-

-thing is ultimately gained he will be the first to wish to share in the 
probable benefits. 

The struaale of the few to convert the Inditferentists is a difficult 
-task, but U0

wi11 have to be accomplished, or success will be put still 
:further off. The argument that must be continually dinned into these 
__people is that, if they are not for us, they are against l.1s, and they 
become the enemies of Progress, by making the future emancipation of 
the toilers more distant, and the lot of the present strugglers more 
difficult. However discouragin,g the task may be, whilst hampered by 
hese too numerous Indifferentists, the victory will be all the greater 
~hen they have been converted; for blind though they be to their own 
interests, they will have to he made receive their sight. So long as so 
many of the workers are indifferent, the upholders of our present society 
nave nothing to fear, but when once these sons of toil can understand 
where the shoe pinches, matters will change, and the privileged class . 
will find their main prop scattered to the winds. · The Indifferentist is 

- I:e enemy of Progress at present, but we must do our best to convert 
him and make him a soldier who will fight for libel'ty, for himself, for 
liome, an d for humanity in general. 

G. E. CONRAD NAEWIGER. 

C 0 R R E S P 0 N D E N C E. 
"STEP NI AK ON ANARCHISM.'' 

If s ace permits, I should like to say a few worJs in criti ism of Stepniak's 
1ec'tur repor ted in last month's issue. It seems strange that a man who poses 
~ a. riend ot freedom shoulJ have learnt so little what freedom means? "An­
-archi m ," he says, "is too great a luxury for the working classes. It is a good 
· h.eor - for those who can depend upon themselves. " I ask \Yhich are the la~ses 
who c n dep end upon themselves it' not the working classes 1 Doe~ tepmak, 
-hen, d ire to keep up the J elusion that the working classes are w ak ·1 If there 
· a.mong them still igno1'.ance of thez'r own strength it is largely clue to wilful 
lyinu on the part of persons who have fo und in the existing slav ry of th work­
-er a. mean of serving themsel vcs. I allude to paid lee tu rers and organisers, 
.an o her swindl ers, who batten ·aml fatten upon the present movement of the 
peo le. n .Anarchist asks nothing for his services, and has therefore no fear 
<>f off ndin~ patrons. He can afford to speak the truth ; and the truth in this 
eonn ction i that the I eopl e, once aware of the actual constitution of society, 
a.n of who is really dependent on whom, are strong, even as individuals . 

e n i ak says that common action clemanJ.s the sacrifice of individual freedom. 
_-o o · for a man may combine with others to attain an encl common to them 

''-ithout sinking his individuality if he retain his 1·ight of secession from th 
-eombina.tion directly he has no further interest in it . H e thus keeps his own 
freedom while the work for which the rest combine is advantaged by being 
-executed solely by persons who are dir ectly interested in its accomplishment. 
Then a to there being "a chance of wol'kmen's giving up too much fl' eedom," 
how can a man give up that which he has not got~ He has no fre edom until he 
i free to live, and that the worker is not. "In spite of Proudhon," says Step­
niak, '' work must be clone in common, and there must be, under what name you 
ple e, a directing body." No one denies this, but there is a difference between 
a directing body appointed by those who are interested in the production of cer­
tain commodities, or the execution of certain works, ancl who r etain their right 
to ecede at any time, and a Govunment, ent'orcing its decrees upon a minority 
which has not given its consent. Stepniak credits Balounin with the invention 

o-0f orumunistic Anarchy. As a fact, however, neither C mmunism nor Anarchy 
bave waited to be invented by any one at all. Each is old as history, and both 
nave de pite and within the governmental system, worked as factors in evolu­
tion long before they were recognised in theory. .Anarchy stands for the prin­
-eiple of the individual's inalienable right to live and develop. Communism, 
for hat pTinciple of free association by which individuals can most easily and 
-eftectually secure to themselves life and development. 'rhe one is the normal 
-0ntcome of the other. Bakounin may have been the first to discover the import-
~nt characteT and mutual dependence of these twin principles, but he no more 
in.-ented either of them than Galileo "invent ed" the motion of the earth, 
_ -erlon the action of gravitation, or Darwin and Spencer the process of 
-eY-olution. 

ocial Democrats at every turn encumber discussion by the intrusion off orced 
'Problems having 110 basis in any natural difficulty. Thus Stepniak declares that 
H the fundamental problem is how to get from every member of society an aver­
aoe amount of work." We will gladly leave to Stepniak's democratic govern­
~ent the task of striking an average of work, from youth to age, for the weakly 
and the strong, , and with regard to all orcl!;!rs of work, from the simplest to the 
mo. t intricate-the most mechanical to the most intellectual. I share Kropot­
l\:ine's conviction that all men will work when the conditions of working are 
made pleasant, and when each is interested in his task. Ther e will then be no 
·cluibbling as to who has clone most. Each will do as much as _he feels able to do, 
·and will strive to do it well when it is no longer a matter of compulsion aud of 
pay-day, but of genuine self~interest. Stepniak's next obj ection to Anarchism 
is that it is "unfit to deal with the practical obstacles of life . such as llistribu­
·tion of houses, land, and other wealth.'' Well, we have had ample opportunity 
-for seeing that governments are quite unfit to deal with these things. Apart 
from government, distribution does take place under the present system, but 
only amongst the economically free. Again, "no one theory is wide enough to 
·embrace all the facts oflife." Here Stepniak shows his ignorance of Anarchism 
-which st3.Tts from the comprehensive principle that every man has the right to 
1:1.o as he pleases, provided that · he does infringe the like liberty of any other. 
Starting from this principle, there is no social problem, great or small, that does 
not meet its solution. "Admitting that there is nothing per se to be said against 
those who would reconstruct by revolution," Stepniak yet accuses Anarchists of 
-following up the right of striking a blow at any member of the possessing classes 
by the notion of striking a blow on the chance of injuring one of these. I will 
.answer for myself. I am an Anarchist because I claim an equal right with any 
·other man to live. Who will deny me that right 1 He who denies me that riO'ht 
<leclares war with me. He who concedes me that ri.ght must also concede ~ne 
the right to tl.efend it ; therefore, if the means of my life .are withheld by the 

monopolist, I claim the right to strike a blow-to kill, if needs be, th~ i:nan who 
holds, or who makes it ·possible for another to hold, my means of life ; and 
whether I actually do so or not is my busi1{ess and no one else's. 

"?-'heir sympathy for suffering .humanity it is," says Ste:pniak, ''.makes .An­
archists adhere to such evil theones." No. " Sympathy for suffenng human­
ity" has so long been the cant shibboleth of those dominating and exploiting 
classes to whose lack of feelinO' "humanity" owes the greater part and the 
worst forms of its "sufferinO' ,? that the very term is in disrepute and is avoided 
by most .Anarchists in disO'u~t. The Anarchist s~~eaks rather of a healthy ego­
ism, and recognisi;is that 

0 
ev.en the most sen~itive fellow-feeling. is in reality 

an advanced form of this. He bases his theones on knowledge of truth, and on 
the self-interest of the social individual. As to Stepniak's comment on the 
absence of revenO'e for the "ChicaO'o business,.I ' the answer is merely that indi­
viduals have ngt seen fit to exe~cise their right of defence in that direc~ion. 
W 0~1ld Stepniak have them organise a governm~nt to ~onipel som.e~ne to reta~iate ~ 

Frnally, "the people should nqt be too impatrnnt with the political ma?lunery; 
the political shape of a reform is an important matter." I Jo. not tlunk that 
the people will plead guilty to impatience with the machine w:luch. has always 
oper~ted to prevent them from going .forwa1·d. It has been rn .existence fo.r a 
~onsiderable time, and even now the people seem only too mncl:i disposed ~ogive 
it another trial, although it has brought us to the present hornd state which we 
all know too well. 

THE 
LONDON-

PROP AG ANDA. 
REPORTS. 

G. LAWRENCE. 

A iitonomie Clnb, 6, vVinclmill-st.,-Successful indoor meetings have been held 
evel'y ·Wednesday evening. Jan. ~5th, W. C. Owen gave a most interesting 
l ecture on "The New American Hevolution," which \ve hope will appear in 
Freeclom soon.-On F ebruary l st, Comrade Mowbray debated with ·w. G. Pear­
son on ".Anarchist Communism v. Social Dern ocracy " before a large audience at 
Grafton Hall. Mowbray pointed out that the v·ery fact of Social Democrats 
taunting the .Anarchists with questions about the lazy and the criminal in the 
future society goes to prove that the Social Democrats propose to keep a force­
an army-to cure such evils, whilst the whole history of the human race tends 
to justify the Anarchist contention that force never can nor will eradicate lazi­
ness, drunkenness, crime et c. Pearson, who apparently agreed with this, con­
cen,trated his arguments at first in the oll bogie, viz., that the idea of a Social 
Revolution to bring about the change in the system of society is not pn.latable to 
Englishmen (and this Jespite his r epresenting . the R evoltitionciry Social 
Democratic Federation), anJ. later on he took up Mr. G. B. Shaw' s uifficulty 
about "Economi Rent." vVe wish we ould r eport fully, out s1)acc do snot 
allow.-On F eb. 8th, omrad H. . ook l ctured on "The Logic of Anarch­
ism." .After briefly r ferring to some of th amusingly contradictory criticisms 
lirect ed against our propaO'anda, the lecturer defined Anarchism as the philo­
sophy of life without rulership-i. e., freedom. The attention of thoughtful 
men, he said, was being increa ingly ompelled towar<.l the I rohlem of white 
slavery in our midst; a twofold slav ry, destructive alike of physi al an<.lintel­
l ectual developcment. But economic freedom was only to be obtained through 
1 he overthrow of the diabolic trinity-R nt, Profit aud Interest-in short, by 
the abolition of property which wonl l render exploitation impo. siblc. '.l.'he 

_Anarchist reme ly for poverty was the Commune, and this could not fail to be 
effectual because the average mnn's productive ~apacity was largely in excess of 
his r equirements. Nor need we fear anything like universal laziness as the 
result of Communism, because the indisposition to work (which even now is 
exceptional), was mainly the result of bad education, of the hardships of toil to­
day and of the lauda'tion of so-called '' inclepcnJence,'' as a goal for human 
ambition. Our expectations of the ennobling influ ence of the Commune in 
corre ting inJoleuce anu selfishness ttre based not upon speculation, but upon 
the proved facts of modiii.caion by environment. What was the lion in the 
way 1 Merely a foo lish dread of equality, the very thing without which liberty 
and fraternity were imJ ossible. But liberty, equality and fraternity could not 
be attained through the State ; because just as property was the cause of 
poverty, so authority necessarily implied oppress ion. 'l'he real Llevclopment of 
the individual and the race could not b other than organic, and authority was 
usel ess if inactive, and mischievous if active. Lawful authority meant that 
which was strong enough to enforce obedience ; anJ. was only operative through 
fear, the very worst rule of life . The true panacea for those evils, which 
authority with its fines, imprisonment, torture and death had failed to subdtte,. 
lay in the operation of love; of moral· for e, whose value had never yet been 
fair1y tested. '.l.'he democratic theory of life seemed to be that as no one was fit 
to govern himself he was best occupied in helping to govern others; the simpler 
aud far more logical Anarchist theory was that any man who honestly attempted 
to govern himself would find it as much as he could manage.-On Feb. 15th 
Comrade Mowbray l ectured on "How we live and how we might live," the dis­
cussion, however, was turned upon the attitude of Anarchists towards trade 
unionism. Mowbray declared that he feels convinced of the goocl work he has 
already been able to accomplish even among his own old and conservative body, 
t he A. S. T., and challenged any one willing to debate with him this question.­
On Feb. 22nu Comrade Merlino lecturcJ on the "Revolutionary Movement in 
America," but-having dealt exhaustively with the development of commercial­
ism into open robbery, side by side with the political corruption and trafficking 
in votes-he was unabl e, for want of time, to finish it; but it is hoped he will 
soon have the opportunity of giving the conclu<ling I ortion of his lecture. 

Am,alganiatecl Society of Tailors.-Lectures were given at the Tailors' Club, 
58, Wardour-st., Soho, on every Sunday morning during Feb., the lecturers be­
ing C. vV. Mowbray (on "'rowards the '.l.'ruth "), J. '.l.'urner (on "Socialism: 
ways of obtaining it"), H. S. Cook (in place of A. Remy, ~n the ".Dawn of 
Freedom"), and H. Samuels (on "The Unemployed Question Considered"). 

Good meRtings were held on: Sundays, morning and evening, by the East Lon­
don vVorkpeople's Educational Union at the "Man in the Moon,'' Plough-st., 
Commercial-road, at the corner of Leman-street, and on the Mile End vVaste ; 
the speakers lecturing and carrying on Jiscussions were comrades Leggat, Cant­
well, Mowbray, '.l.'urner, Galbraith, Cook, Presberg and others. 

Excellent propaganda has been carried on at the ''Old Plough,'' Kensel Green, 
every Sunday morning, by Comrade Barker and others; at Regent's Park, Sun­
day mornings, by Samuels, Cantwell and others ; and at Hyde Park, SunJay 
afternoons, by Barker, Tochatti, Atterbury, Lawrence, Reed, Morton, Cartwright 
and others. Good sale of literature and lively discussion at all the meetings .. 

Peckha11i.-vVe intend carrying on an active propaganda ~uring the coming 
season ; and although you have not heard from us for some time, we have not 
been idle. That the S. D. F. here should hove decided to hold a Commune Cele­
'bration meeting is entirely clue to the action of the Anarchists in the Branch, as 
was also the case with the Chicago celebration. W e have sold a quire of F1·eecloin, 
also several pamphlets. We have also donP good propaganda by putting questions 
to the S.D.F. l ecturers. Bailey, lecturing for that body, spoke of the existing 
society as "social anarchy" ; and qnestioncil by one our comrades stated that 
he used the phra.se in the sense illi whieh it is usually understood, i.e. disorder; 
but he then went on to defend Anarchism. Ernest W'illiams, the other Sunday, 
lectured on "The Village Community," arnl gave a splendid defence of Anarch­
ist Communism. He also advised the Social Democrats to mix Anarchism with 
their Socialism. 
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P1t0VlXCES-
. B~nnz"nghain.-"\Ve are busily engaged just now in orgamsmg the forth­
commg conference and demon,stration at Walsall and hope to make ourselves 
!'felt" in the Midla,nds. vVe have on order 5,000 copies of Carpenter's letter 
and 10,000 of a new leaflet that we are getting out. It only wants comrades to 
respond to our circular-letter, and things will go splendidly.-Comrades have no 
doubt been somewhat astonished to see in the papers somewhat like the following; 
. "RED RAG BRIGADE NOT WANTED IN B'i{AM. 

"ANARCHISTS UNDER POLICE PROTECTION ! ! . 
"The Unemployed held a demonstration outside the Council House last Mon-

- day, and some Leicester and Walsall Anarchists, seizing the opportunity, 
marched down upon the scene, with banners flying inscribed ' Anarchy' and 
' No. Master. ' The crmvd resentf d the interference of these interlopers, and 
tearrng up their banners turned upon the Anarchists who were o-lad to seek 
police protection," etc. ' 
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We need. scarcely add that this account is false. The real facts of the case are as 
fol:.ows. Sunday, 15th Jan., the Democrats started an unemployed agitation in 
wlnch "~e took part, althoJgh of course holding different meetings. The Demo­
crats did not, however, like it, and one of them, a would-be labor leader, 
de~ounced the Anar chists and said they were the enemies , f the workers anrl so 
forth. H e advised the crowd to go away, but that had only the effect of making 
ou1· ?rowd the la1·ger ancf our meeting went on merrily, the speeches of Cores, 
Davis and J\foQu~en being received with enthusiasm. 10n Monday, Davis and 
M~Qneen, accordmg to promise, went to address the crowd, when they saw a flag 
bemg tossed up in the air <111d torn to pieces. Soon after three Democrats 
eanerged from t he crowd, and, joining us, recounted their misfortunes. The 
crowd, seei~1g ~hm~i. join us, carp.e round and started hustling; pushing etc. How­
ever, the chstnbut1on of a few hundred Commonweals and Freedoms a ud Comrade 
Davis eugaging in a "set t.o" with one of liis too fervent admirers,' soon had the 
~£feet of ~oothing them. Anq McQueen, putting his ;1rm round a lamp-post, was 
JUSt get trng the ear of the crowd, when up came th e "' blue coated fiends" and 
prompt'.y ''took" him. 'l'he alleged po lice protection consisted in an escort to 
the neai«·st station. B~t as we have heard no more about the matter, the only 
loss ~ve .have as yet st1.stamed has been our tempers and D~vis's hat.-Wednesday, 
nothmg dai:nted, we weut again to hold our meetiug. However, the police, as 
_they lH'Omi~ed . u~, promptly moved us on. . It was a curious sight : up went 
hundreds of red bills headed "Anarchism ; Work for All, Overwork for None," 
a~d then c.am~ the cry of ''Move along there please,'' accompanied by a few 
vigornns digs m the ribs. No sooner shifted and gone round the corner, but we 
w.ere b~ck a nd comm~ncing our meeting again· 'J hen up would come the "imps 
of law and demandmg our names and addresses would move us on. In this 
they were aided by the crowd, who showed great "affection" for us. Up went 
the red. leaflets once more, and then we quietly slipped out. We were not to get 
off so lightly though, for on turning into the library we were somewhat surprised 
to find ourselves followed by a crowd of somethinO' like 800 '' out-o' -works " who 
as one of them 'aptly put it, ''came to look at the two dynam.itcwds." Th~ police: 
no doubt anticipating our jumping upon one of the tables anti. addressing the 
crowd, t?ok us out, almost carrying us, in spite of our attempts to resist. It is 
worthy of note that on the morning of Monday the afore::said '' Social Democratic 
~ould-be" advised the more ignorant of his: following to "go" for the red flags 
if they caroe up. So they did; but it wasn't ours, we had left ours in the Club. 
His foul advice rebounded on his own party, for it was the ensio-n of the Sociai 
Democratic Federation that got smashed. A good lesson to all su~h as he. Ours 
still proudly bearing its motto ·'Anarchy: No Master,•.> still hangs on our Club­
room ·wall, ready for use at our usual meetings.-Accordin()' tG> the local press the 
Chief Constable of vValsall, accompanied by several well-known Scotland Yard 
press, attended the meeti~gs in order to identify the "un :,nowns " as they term 
us, and made the grea,t cl1sc~very that one of them bore a striking resemblance 
to one of the Walsall Anarchists. What useful and wonderfully clever creatures 
they are, to be surff ! We can congratulate :Melville and his gano- on their astute­
ness in working up travelling ex's., etc.-We have now recomi:euced our active 
out-door propaganda in B'ham, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Since then there have been more exciting scenes in connection with the unem ­
ployed agitation to he reported from here. Our Comrade C. C. Davis, a gasworker 
and brickrnaker, has been out of employment during the whole four months he 
h as been in .B'ham, ?espite the fact that he has been out regularly at 5 o'clock: 
every mor?mg seekrng work. At last, his savings being thoroughly exhausted, 
and resolv111g that he would not be a burden upon comrades who were in a posi­
tion very little better than himself, he determined to show that an Auarchist 
worker would not starve in s.ilen~e. A?cor~ingly, on the morning of January 27, 
he carefully wrapped two brwks 111 copies of the leaflet " Communism : Work for 
All, Overwork for .None" and the" Walsall Anarchist," and threw them throuo·h 
the plate glass window of a jewelJer in New-street, the principal street of the 
town. His foot assisted the brich·, and then seizino· the jewellery he fiuno· it 
into the road. He did ·i...ot run away or a.ttempt to ~scape, but waited for ~he 
imp~ of law to come up a~d marched pr?udJy, as a rebel should, to the police 
sta~10?. Some ~omracles 111 th.e crowd raised .a 101~d cheer and successfully used 
their mflueuce w1th the crowd m a propagandist direction. He was broucrht be­
fore the magistrates within the next two hours. Directly he was placed in the 
dock h e ~;irne~ to the peop.le and exclaimed, "Hurrah for Anarchy! Don't for­
.get that. His demeanor m the dock was grand, and even our enemies seem, cl 
impressed with his intelligence tmd courage. Evidence was then criven ao·ain&t 
him. A porter (" pensioner" and constitutional slave) s'w'elped hi~ God that he 
saw Davis committing the deed. Davis tried to save the trouble of obtainincr evi­
dence by boldly avowing what he had done. He went on to tell them: the ~ause 
of his action, but the cler' of tbe Court interrupted him. Nevertheless, our com­
rade, by scrappy speeches, ~anaged ~o tel~ them that wad .of employment, 
:poverty, hunger and ?e.spera~1on had driven him to prote.;t in the manner he had, 
and that the respos1b1hty lies upon the should0rs -of thos0 who were there to 
judge and · condemn him. ·It being said that rnauy pounds w.Jrth of diamonds 
rings, watches, etc. had been thrown into the road, h e told t1em " it was a pit; 
~lot more hn,d not heen ti:rown otit." They had denied him the rights of work-

.i, mg and living. It would have done the hen.rts of comrades good to hear the loud 
"Oh!." of the bench, cle.rk etc. wl~en a police superintendent pointed out that 
the bncks were wrapped m Anarchist leaflets aud the" ·walsall Anarchist ." 'l'he 
stipendiary then said that he had no power to try our comrade and would have to 
c?mmit him to the Ses8ions (held next April). 'Dnvis then told him "it was a 
pity he had not got to go with him," and as h " descen~led the dock steps shouted 
?ut "Hl:rrah for Anarc.hy ! " Comrades Cores nnd l\IacQueen had been sitting 
JU~t behmd the dock rnils, aurl Cores ca lled "Bravo, Davis," while lVIacQueen 
cried "Hurra~ for Anarchy." The police, who had 1leen pointino- them out to· / 
e::tch other clurmg the l~earing of the case, detectives and sweated la~yers' Clerks 
and repo ters made n. simultaneous rush for the offenders and fiuncr them into the 
hall of the court. ·The whole body of legal hounds rushed on the~, seizino- them 
~y t~e arms, collars and thr?ats, kicking- and thump ·ng them on the legs,
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and faces. J\facQueen, havrng attracted most attention by echoing Davis's cry, 
was at once march_ed off to the lock-up; Cores receiving morH "gruel,. for beino· 
it "b-~ - Anarchist spouter,'' one noble defendei• of law-· 'n' -order striki1w bii~ 
with all his force twice in the face while held absolutely h elpless by a small mob 
of " tees '' etc. He was then taken off to be cha.ro-ed with " assaultino- . th~ 
police'' ! After more choking, thumping and kicking, the station was re;checl , · 

where the" t~cs" .attempted t.o steal a sovereign from MacQueen under the pre . 
text of searclung him. Down mto the cells and then into the dock to answ f 
the heinrms crime of calling out " Hurrah for Anarchy.'' The stipendiar e~h or 
demanded why they had shouted and interfered with the business of theyc etn . onr . 
Cores pomted out tbat the case was concluded when the shoutino· took place di 
said that he and MacQueen had come there as friends of Davis ~horn they, k' an~ 

l · tl · ' . new to iave gone out, rn ie early morn111g, for months to seek employment with t 
succe~s, and had been driven by m isery to do as he had clone. In answer to~~ : 
questlon as to whether he would shout Anarchy again in a police court Co. e. 
said he could make no promise, and that he had not <'houted it out that m~rni;:~: 
~he police had.taken the oppo7·tuni~y of .brutally assaulting acknowledged Anarch·= 
ISts aucl of trymg to get them imprisoned. The " tee '' who u.s witness made tl . 
charge was obliged to admit that such was the case. The maaistrate then d·
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charged Cores, who woul~ not },eave t.he cl· .ck before he had pc1blicly exposed the· 
brutal conduct of the pohce . Ihe st1penchary then wanted to know from Ma _ 
Queen, would he promise not to shout ''Hurrah for Anarchy" a()'a·c 
MacQ1;1een ~e~lared he .di~l not ~egret what he had said, and would most prob~~~ 
shout it agam un er s1m1lar c:rcumstances. Finally, after being twice taken 
d?wn to the cells. and back agarn, .he wa.s reI?anded for a "veek on his own, ree0g" 
msances. On gomg up on the Fnday followrng, MacQueen was told immediately 
.that he "might ?o.'' The reports of the case occupied c lumns in the local 
pape~·~, ~nd thell' pla.cards were filled up with "Ana: chist outrage in Birming-
ham. The effect was that another plate glass window wns smashed in New-st 
thQ next morning ; the "depredator '' escaping. Comrades are requested t~ 
tu.ke the newsp<tper reports with the proverb:al '' grain of salt." In the 
police station th!'l detectives complained that the Anu.rchist speu.kers called them 
c1ogs. This ought to be apologised for. It is an insult to those noble and useful. 
animal~ to :1PP.lY their cognomen to mere 'tees. Comrades all need have no fear­
for U8 m ·B1rmmgham. We are well guarded day and 11ight by detectives. It is 
certu.inly gratifying to know that we are so well taken care of. 

An epidemic of window smashing followed Davis's act. But a lthough about 
fifteen !>hop windows have "been smashed, and goods stolen, only a couple of ar­
rests have been made. A pecnliar ins tance occured Feb. 4th. A number of 
young men drew lots as to which of them should smash a shop window in Aston. 
street, :Birmingham, When the bobby rushed up to arrest the one who did smash 
the window he (the window smasher) cried out "three cheers for Anarchy." 
So say we all. 

, We wish to say that the conduct . and bearing of Comrade Davis ought not to 
be forgotten. In setting a splendid example to the unemployed workers he has 
at the same time made it the occasion for pushing the cause of Anarchy to the 
fr~mt,. and has, we believe, given it a r equired impetus. We had splendid meetings ill! 
B1rmmgham and Walsall on the following Sunday, Andrew Hall, George Cores, 
W. MacQueen and W. Rooke being well r eceived by very large audiences. 

A BIRMINGHAM .ANARCHIST. 

. Ma~.chester.-Althougl~ we have found it advisable to give up our outdoor meet­
mgs rn l\funchester durmg the winter months, the propaganda has- in nowise 
ceased. On Jan. 13th Comrade Barton lectured at the Salford S.D.l!.,:. e.Jl.\nb on 
~narchist Communism to a fairly large and attentive audience. A lively diiscus­
s1on foll~wed ,4ihoi:gh most of the Social Democrats taking part agreed with the 
lecturer 111 r egardmg Anarchy as the ideal stu.te, and only advocated political 
methods as a means of propaganda; a position which the lecturer easil'y- showed 
to b~ untenable. Sev~ral of .those present proclaimed themselves thorough An­
archists, and a quantity of hteru.ture that the lectur er hu.d brought soon• disap·­
peared: Altogether the meeting received the views of t he lecturer in a very 
favorablt'l ma~ner, and there are .good hopes for an Anarchist group being soon 
formed 111 this 1>tr ougholc1 of So01al Democracy.- Besicles this, Comrade Barton 
consen~e.d to be put on the S.D.~. l~cture list and has made good use of his op­
portumties to propagate · Anarchist ideas. H e lectured at Padiham on J all". 15th 
on Respectable 'Thieves and on Anarchist Commun.sm. An in terestin()' discussion 
~ook place after the latter lectur e, and the views put forward arous~d so much 
111terest that he was .as~ed te come again. This he did on February 5th, when he 
fur.her e~aberate? his ideas, and was glad to find tlrnt his arguments had produced! 
a great impress1011 on the more intelligent portion of the members. On both 
.occasions he sold 3s.-worth of Anarchist literature which he had brouo·ht with 
him. On the way to Pacliham both times he called at Blackburn wher~ he also 
spoke and sold a quantity of literature. Here also he found a m;mber of Socia.1 
Democrats already disgusted with political tinkerin<Y and inclined towards more 
radical views, several ?thers being avowed Anarchi'sts.-Sunday, Feb. 12th, he· 
went to Nelson, and lectured in the afternoon on "The comino- world crisis and 
the s .ocial R evo~~tion,'' l:o~nt~ng out the necessity of preparing 
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the comiJJg com­
m ercial and military crisis m Europe, and the folly of t riltno· with leo-islaitive 
patchwork and palliative measures, in face of the terrible st1°ucro-le wl~ich will 
soon be upon us. In th0 evening he lectured on Anarchist Commu~i'sm. At botl~ 
mee1 ings there w er e extremely animated i.nd lengthy discussions. Here too he 
found rr:any inclined to Anarchism and several avowed Anarchists, and sold 4s.6d. 
worth of Anarchist literature. 'l'he committee, however, wrote to the lecture 
secretary, requesting him to send no more Anarchist speakers.-AltoO'ether the 
outloo~;;: !07· Anarchy in Lancashire see-11s hopeful and inspiring. In ~any cases 
t~e spirit i~ present, b~t the knowledge necessary to explain it u.nd m ake it effee­
tive is lackmg. Certamly the present condition of thino-s in Lancashire with · 
50,000 men idle and starving to suit the pleasure of a fe~ manu! acturers', must 
tend ~o open the eyes of many to more advanced ideas. The many poor, stunted, 
st~rvmg wret~hes who parade the streets, asking for alms, must feel their degrad­
at10n and the !act that they to some extent do so, is proved by the altered attitude 
o~ the operatives towards measures they formerl y opposed, as for instance, an 
eight hours' work day, This is not much, it is true, but it is a sio·n of revolt 
against the traditions of the past. Any way the experience of our co7nrade tends­
to sl~ow th8:t eve:1 in the haunts of. 8ocial Democracy a still stronger spirit is 
movrng .wh1c~ will ere long bring about juster changes than many imagine. 
Lancashire will not alway1:; be behind the rest of the thinkmo- world and when it 
~noves on it will carry much before it. Manchester comrades
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will not be wanting 
11: efforts to help accomplish this. Already they have held a. meeting to con­
s1der how best to carry on a vigorous campaign this summer and are about to 
hold another, at which detu.ils will be arranged. - To the front, comrades, the 
future is ours ! 

NOTICES. 
LONDON-

Peckha-ni.-A m eetinCY in commemoration of the Commune of P aris will be held 
i~ the Pio1~eer Hall, 40~'t, Peckham Rye, S.E., on Sunday, March 19th, at 8 p.m. 
'Ihe followrng comrades are expec~ed to address the meetino- :-Miss Henry, vY. 
Wess, J. H. Watts, C. W. Mowbrn.y, H . Hobai·t, W. Banh~m and H. Quelch. 

Freedom and pamphlets can he obtained at the Socialist Club, 40a, Peckham 
R.ye, S. J!'.. Anarchists r esiding in this neighbourhood are requested to comron· 
mcate with vV. Banham, at the above address, where a group is being formed. 
PnovrNcEs-

DnoZ~n;-'l'he Anniversary of the Commune will be celebrated by the Socialist& 
of Dubl~n ~t 64, Dame-st., on Satn.day, March 18th, at 8 p.m. All syJ:npathis­
ers are mv1ted. 
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