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THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. 

THE commemoration of the Commune held, on March 17th, in South 
Place Institute, by the London Anarchists in no whit fell behind the 
great meeting of last November at the same place. Again a crowded 
ball, th~ blood-red banners,. the well-known faces of steadfast comrades, 
the interested outsiders, cm·ious to hear the " dreadful Anarchists " 
· pea.k for themselves, .the moments of hushed attention and the thnnde1· 
clap of applau ·e. At no other meetings in the world perhaps does the 
spirit of internationalism manifest itself so plainly as at the Anarchist 
gatherings in South Place institute, and it is certain no other subject 
evoke such a universal throb of emotion as the memory of the Com­
mune, for now the revolutionists all the world over look back on that 
18th of March, twenty-two years a::;·u, as the birth-day of the spirit 
which in pires all Socialists to-day. · 

Many ay : vVhy continue to hold the ·e annual commemort tion ? 
We cro to them and merely see the same old faces and hear the :::;am 
old speeches. What i the good of that, give them .up and ta1·t om -
thing new. But we reply: Not so; these meetino· are of much value. 
They are Anarchist parades; whereat we meet 

0 
comrades ';vhom th 

"magnificent distances" of our modern Ba.bylon prevent us from ee­
ing at other time . When we meet we know who has fallen fr0m the 
rank , and who held steadfast by the banner of revolt. And they are 
recruit~ng ao-encies too, for nothing succeeds like success, and at the ·e 
plend1 l demonstrations of om· theories many who have halted between 

two opinion are led to cast in their lot with us. Nor do we hear the 
ame old speeches. vVe hear indeed the belief we have elected to stand 

by reiterated, but always adorned with fresh experiences and incrnased 
~owledge, so that even the agest Anarchist among us, if he will but 
~ten~ may leEl:1·n each time something new, and find some fresh attrac­
tion · m the faith which embraces all that is of worth in human life. 
~n the opening speech Mowbray said most truly that these commemo­

rati?~ had done 1:11uch to remove the stigma placed by an ignorant o;r 
malicious bourgeois press on the Commune of Paris, who represented 
our c~ead ::ncl gone comrades as mere ruffians wantonly firing a beauti­
ful city with petroleum. The English WORKMEN at least know better 
than this now. They know that those "ruffians" foucrht for the thin er 

. . b b 
we preach to~clay-a society without slavery. The task Mowbray sug-
gested to u was to teach our fellow-workGrs that all that was worth 
doing ~r h~ving could be clone and had wi~lwat the hideous spirit of 
?enomrnat10n, and by this means Trades Unionism might be diverted 
mto the paths of Anarchism. 

Merlino pointed out to us that the two great revolutionary move­
ment· of the century-the only two in fact, those of '48 and '71-were 
essentially work~rs' movements. The first claimed the right to work, 
th~ second, t~e nght to manage their own affairs, and by this latter 
claim Anarchism was spread all over the world. We are told of some 
?ountries that the people are too miserable to revolt; Mrs. Besant 
Judged from a recent lecture tour in America that the workers there 
are .too well-off to be Socialists. So much for material conditions being 
an mdex of a people's spirit. Get rid of abstractions and hair-splittino­
look at li~e from a purely practical point of view. Life is a nece~sa:'~ 
compromise; Free Communism is the basis of Anarchy. 

Agnes Henry. dre.w our attention to the fact that at the present mo­
ment the constitutional upholders of l;:i.w and order were stirring the 
p~ople of Ulster to open revolt against the carrying out of a law they 
did not approve. The most extreme revolutionist did no more than 
this. 
~arker dwelt more particularly on the weakness of our movement, 

;irhwh lay, he contended, as did that of the Oommunards of "1871, in 
i~orance. Man was only slowly learning the folly· of deleo·ating his 
right~ to ar:other. The politician, priest and journalist, in his opinion, 
c?mbmed m an unholy trinity to keep the people io·norant of their 
r1gl:ts and. powers. Education of the masses was th~ most powerful 
engme agamst tyrants of all kinds. 
. Samuels attributed all failures . to half-heartedness and the conven­
~10nal morality of the Communards which left untouched the treasure 
m the Paris banks, and no doubt c;ippled the strength of their move­
ment: . He thought the next revolution would have to be more uncom­
prom1smg and thorough. 

Kropotki~ie poi.nted out how it was impossible for the middle-classes 
~o do anythmg without robbing the workers, and in addition to this, as 
in the case of the Panama affair, they sent the workers by thousands 

to die of yellow-fever, and ~hot them down when they revolted against 
the horrors of their position. However, the retribution had begun. 
No lnusions as to Governments were possible any longer in France. In 
that country Communes would soon be pmclaimed. Shall we look idly 
on ? vVhen France moves we must move. Workers mu~t take posses­
sion not only of the means of production, but of all wealth and neces­
saries · for now men had learned that bread was as much fuel to a 
machi~e as coal. Financial enterp1·ise had grown like a cancer in 

_society and had brought it to a state of utter rottenness. Neither in 
England, noi· Germany, any more than in Franc , would the workers 
trust again .to a centralised Government. . . . 

Louise Michel then followed with a charmmgly poetic speech, m 
which she told how throu o·h the long clef ening of he1' cl arest hopes she 
had 1 arned the meaning ~f patience, but that they would be realised a,.t 
last she knew. The extennination of revolutioni ·ts lid not destroy the 
idea ; as well might one think to stay the comino· of ·pring by cut­
ting down the fore ·ts. Anarchy is the advent of humanity. 

Legga.tt, Cook, Yanovsky, and Tochatti all made excellent speeches, 
which want of ·pac prevent our r eproducing, even thu briefly. Mrs. 
Tochatti ·ang The Mar ·eillai e a a. finish to a mo t succe sful meetin°·, 
o ucc ·ful that th daily pap r could not n.fford to boycott it, 

although the majority dre se l tb fr account · in the cu ·tomaq sneer. 
The o-1·owth of ~ no1i ·h narchi m i , however, at la t admitted by 

th m to b an t<:1.bli heel fact, d pite the joumali tic proph cie some 
· thl' years back that "Anarchi ·m was a foreign product which would 
neve1·, n ver, never take root on Engli h oil." Along with thi pre­
diction we would r legate t o the bade the later declaration that the 
memory of the P::i.ris Commun nnd its tirring tragic exi ·tence of 72 
day. "i lyino- among t u ._,, On the contrary, the memory ::i,nd true 
import of those lays is every year becoming more widely nnder ·tood. 
N.ay, mor , th principle, for which the Communard fought and di cl are 
beino· to-day applied, perhap uncon ciou ly but ·till applied, to life in 
England . When Mr. Ritchie. brouo·ht in his London County Council 
Bill he never dreamed of the changes it has brnught and is bringing 
into municipal life, nor guessed to what further decentralisation it is 
leading. .Now the "Pari. h Commune/' as the late t thin er in Councils 
has been dubbed, is to give the agricultural laborer a right Jong denied 
- a hold on his own existence. Ye·, there are cel'tainly in England 
politicians who know the " psychological moment for ma.kine conces-
·ions." We are spinning dow1:i the grooves of time, much too fa t for 
the pJethoric HAVES, not nearly fast enough for our fami heel HAVE­
N O'l'S ; and having spelled out the lesson of the Pari Communards, 
when our turn comes, we shall profit by i~. We shall not fail again 

·through an excess of conventional morality, for we have found out what 
the phrases MINE and THINE are worth. Nor shall we prove ourselves 
less merciful than onr Pari brothers. although the woes of the oppressed 
cry for vengeance however just. This generation of revolutionists 
surely will not prove themselves less magnanimous than those of 1871. 

_All honour to the noble dead whose best bequest lies in the memory of 
their untarpishecl humanity! 

The Soc:ia.list MoveI'lle:n..-t in. 
Ge:r:1:n.a:n.y. 

THE evils inherent to authority, government, centralisation-namely, 
slavery, exploitation, corruption and incapacity, are strikingly .illustrated 
not only by the examination of any of our modern social and political 
institutio1'iR, based on the capitalist system, but also by that of the his­
tory and present state of parties. These, whilst avowedly aiming at the 
destruction of that accursed system, but have not freed themselves from 
the above named obstructions to all progress, end by becoming in reality 
upholders of the present system, if not promoters of a still worse system 
of coercion and degradation. We have in view the so-called State So­
cialist, Social Democratic and l;:i.bor parties, and shall try to prove our 
assertion by a rapid glance at the present state of the " leading socialist 
party of the world," the incarnation of " scientific socialism," as the 
Marxians themselves modestly baptised their particular doctrines: viz., 
the social democratic party of Germany. Later on we shall consider 
the corresponding parties of Austria, Hungary and Switzerland, ·which, 
as far as the German· speaking populations are concerned, are closely 
connected with the great German party, the differences existing being 
of purely local character. Notwithstanding we shall have to record 
many depressing facts of how the working classes are still deluded ~_by 
politicians and reformers, there are also some cheering items, for example, 
the gradual rising of the spirit of oppositin within the rank and .fiJe·of 
the old authoritarian party, and the marked revival of and new:gre>tiJ1d 
opened up to Aaarchism in Germany. 
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The official Social Democratic party commands 3~ l:fi~i£:B'e¥~ of P aHia.­
IDent, m~n! n:e.mpers. 'returned _t.o prov;incial a?~ fc;>.c,~l ... ]?~b.lic bodi~~ 
(churchwardens iiicluded !) more than 100 papers·, larg~ funds at their 
·bankers, ari increasfo.~ iiic~me etc. It provides ei:nplOyment for many 

· men, an4 o{ving to 1€8 centraiis~d organisa.ti~n tif e power of ,<-1isposi11g 
of all sorts of paid offic'es is chi'~fly in the hands, airectly or iri.'directly , 
of a fe~v men at head-quarters i11. Berlin, 1\tlessrs. Bebel, Aue~~, Sing~r, 
etc. This economic power gives them, as to any manager of a gre~t 
capitalist concern, sufficient power over the political and socialist atti­
tude ot the minor party officials, to prevent any independent action 01: 
their part. Men who try to be i1id'ependenL are promptly got r~~ . of, 
by fail' or foul means. This is not only the case with the officials them­
s~lves (editors of p·apers etc. ), but with that great number of apparerl.tly 
independent small shopkeepers, new::;vendors, publicans, etc., the prin­
cipal a.gitators and pu~lic speakers of the. party; men who, having ?een 

_ sacked for the i'tCtlve share they took in the movement, were provided 
by the party 'vitli. the mean::; of starting in business, and are therefor'e 
e1ititely dependent on the custom of Socialist work:~rs. Should any of 
them show m::trks of opposition, at a sign from one of the cen_tral autho­
rities, he is regularly blackiisted and boycotted, which means ruin for 
h'i.ili.. All papers are scrutinised by the secretiLries, Messrs. Auer and 
Fischer~ and an editor publishing some independent criticism, or even 
meht ioning some maii who'm the central clique have decided 'to suppress 
by a conspir~wy of silence, or for using civilised language about men in 
·o,Pi_osition and the Anarchists, instead of calling them muddleheads, 
per'turbers and spies,-such an editor gets a sharp letter of rebuke, and 
if he persist, intrigues are set on foot to get him dismissed; or, if the 
pape1· happens to belong to him, to start a rival paper, etc. Thus it 
c~nnot be wondered that thoughtful men lewe that party, ::tnd that the 
offices fall into the hands of a band of inc<:Lpable busybodies, brutal 
pirty- ·ergeants and Relf-seeking intriguers. . 

You will ask, do the working-class Socialists submit to all this? For 
the most part th8y are only vofors, not Socialists . . Among those who 
ca11 themselves Socialists, there are certainly excellent men; but these 
leave the party in disgust and join the opposition. The majority, how­
ever, being thoroughly permeated 'vith a belief in tl~e necessity of 
authority, i.e., in this system, sanctjon it, and necessarily fall victims 
to it, by becoming gradually corrupted, emasculated and mere tools in 
the hands of their leaders. All this could be proved By quotations 
from acknowledged au'thorities on the matter, but space will not per­
mit, so we must only refer the reader to the columns of the "Sozialist '' 
of Berlin. Still more convincing proofs may be found by the seeker 
3:fter trutb: if he looks over the official organ itself, the '· Vorwarts" 
'(Forward) of Berlin, and some of the provincial papers. 

The columns of most of these papers are in~ellectual deserts. The 
:editors, afraid of dismissal if they dare to think for themselves, in many 
cases excel in nothing but submissiveness to the party authorities and 
coarse brutality towards all opponents; they fill their journals•with cut­
tings from publications sanctioned by authority, with reading matter 
for women and children, and with local trash. An editor who tries to 
make his paper a brisk exponent of 'Socialism invariably meets a violent 
epd ; he is not executed, it 'is true, but either sacked or bribed, and 
'silence is restOred. 

Look at the two arch-official org~ns, the daily "Vorwarts" of Ber­
'l~n and the weekly re.view " N eue Zeit " (New Age) of Stuttgart. In 
the former Mr. Liebknecht predominates, who wtites in every number 

· '4ome stale centennaria~1 jokes and jests agaipst the bourgeois parties, 
Jll.1Ssia, h is favorite Engen Richter, etc., and the same old lies about 
Anarchists and Anarchism. "Every dynamite explosion has bee1i, :ls, 
and shall be the work of the p'olice; Ravachol was a police agent; riots' 
are the work of the police and ·of a poor, benighted mob who 
have not benefitted by the teachings of 'scientific socialism' and, what 
is ~ore, who are scum and will never be good for anything (Lumpen-

,iproletariat); Anarchism is pure individualism, the bourgeois theory par 
excellence, etc." The intellectual level of that paper in general is incred­
ibly low. As to the " N eue Zeit," it is the chief organ Of the Marxian 
sect, and every book or thinker not belonging to that small clique is 
insulted and vilified by the bullies of that school, Messrs. Kautzky, 
:BernsteiI1, etc. No wonder that able writers are becoming scarce 
among them, and that twofold renegades like Mr. Mehring become its 
·.chief intellectual supporters.. Papers which are less intolerant and 
~;eally discuss Socialism, like the now extinct " V olkstribune " of Berlin, 
a're systematically done to death. 

'Intelligence is not wanted, only obedience. Mr. Behel said himself, 
he did not care whether all the members understood the program of the 
party, provided they submitted to the discipline of the party. The 
votes and the pence of the ,-~;rorking classess are wanted, and when they 
have sent their leader:s to Parliament and paid their subscriptions, their 
duty is to be quiet, and to obey orders from above. The sleepy patience 
-0f the people is so great that the so-called leaders are already thinking 
of how best to make capital out of the masses under their sway. Mr. 
von Vollmar, in Bavaria., leads the way in advocating transactions · and 
·comprdmises 'with the present State, as the price of palliative meast1res 
11ere and .there. His rivals hi Prussia, Messrs. Behel, Singer, etc., hav­
ing at their ease abused and scorned at Revolutionary Socialism, like 
'"ometimes as a diversion, to put on record that they are ii1till Socia.list.R, 
:nnd so do a little shamfighting against the treacherous trickery of Mr. 
von Vollmar, who is only saying bluntly what they dare not yet a.ck.now­
Jedge openly themselves-although they are doing the thing itself, as 
when Mr. Behel supported the Anti-Russian policy of the governinerit 
in 1891 by Chauvinist speeches against the Russian people, in ·raver 
-.of a Russian war; ·or when he insisted on eternising militarism by com­
l)Ulsory military education of the risi1ig . generation, having remarked 

quite recently that Social Democracy with its iron discipline was the 
best preparation for militarism; etc. 

Th,eiF ~nethods o~ striving to ~afa;h 'V?_tes, not convince people, has . 
resulted m the SoCJal Democrats becommg ope of the mildest parties at 
electiori times, whilst ii~ their theoretical declamations they sometimes 
rnaiiltaill tliat they take p~rt in elections only to educate the people. 
T~e,y_ ~o not dare ~o ex.rose. the exploiting prac~ices of ~he shopkeeping 
classes, as many of theu· vote1~s and Irl:ost of then· candidates belong to 
them; they do not speak against paymg no rent: 'i otherwise no land­
lord would .vote for us" (a historic dictum). Of late they go for the 
votes of the peasants, and it is recorded that a peasant, after a splendid 
electioneering meeting, being asked what the Soci.al Democrats really 
wai1ted, answered : " They want ·whisky to become cheaper." This man 
certainly voted for the socialist candidate, and it is not altogether his 
fault that he gleaned nothing more from the address of the socialist 
speaker, for the provincial agit ators are officially instructed not to speak 
before the peasants against religion, nor against the king and the father­
land, as the peasants are considered as being religions aPd patriotic; so 
they ~hiefly speak of taxes, the corn question, etc., saying hardly any­
thing which either Liberals or Tories would not have said to the English 
agricultural classes before the last general election. And, after all, in 
Parliament they say the same things, e.g., Mr. Liebknecht quite recent­
ly assured an opponent that the " Catholic church shall be better off in 
our future society than in the state of to-day " (quoted from his own 
paper), etc. · 

The two ideas which have in no small deg1·ee contributed to help stir 
up the workers of a.11 countries, that of the genernl f'>trike and the fil'St 
of May, are an'10i1g the nf~'l'ES NOIRES of the official party. Without· 
overrating their value or considering them more than symptoms, still 
they are useful occasions for Anarchist propaganda, incidents by whlch 
the indifferent masses are brought out into.the streets where is possible 
to speak to them. '.l'hat is all, from our standpoint. But the Social 
Democratic party, the "real party of order," as they often call them­
selves, do not, like their sister party of orde1·, the bom·o·eois loofo favo1·­
ably on movements of the mnsses which are not enti;ely ~mder theil' 
control. Riots might ensne, as in Berlin in Februm·y 1891, where the 
unemployed were dastard enough to loot among many other 8hops three 
belonging to Social Democrats; or large nnmbe1·s of workers micrlit be 
discharged and become unable to pay their ·nbsc1·iptions. In °short, 
th.e same.fear wh~ch invades all capitalists ,.efhen they hear of revolution 
seizes upon the chrectors of that huge company called the Social Demo­
cratic party, and they use the powerful apparatus which the centralist 
organisation puts into their hands, to mislead public opinion, hamper­

·~ng and discredit~ng even such ideas which, though not i·evolutio:i:ary 
m themselves, might yet create a soil favorable to the arnwth of ten­
dencies to rebellion. So t.lrn first of May demqnstration w~s once and for 
~ver relegated to the first Sunday in May, wheii excul'Sions, picnics and 
mdoor meetings will be held : a good oppol'tunity fo1· a.11 in o·enioQS 
inventorR and men of business connected with the party, who will then 
have a splendid sale for soap with the portraits of l\fr. Behel or Mr. 
Liebknecht stamped upon it, etc. The effigies of these fa,vorite leaders 
should appear on nearly all articles of clothing of a loyal Soeial Demo­
cratic subject: hats, neckties, pins, pipes, sticks, etc. etc. 

The last strike of the Rhena.n miners spread over the Rhine to West­
falia and other districts, where the miners struck wol'k "from Rym­
P3:thy." As· in London at the time of the great Dock Strike, in 1889, 
this was a spontaneous and generous movement of the workers themselves 
-:-a fertile germ out of which by-and-bye more general st1·ikes and finally 
'.l'HE general strike might develop. But it was cold-shouldered by t~1e 
Social Democrats, and Mr. Auer, the chief secretary of the part)r, 
proudly declared in Parliament that' the Social Democrats had nothing 
to do with all that frivolous action; the proof of this is, said h e, that in 
the ONLY mining district which the Social Democrats control, that of 
Saxony, the miners did NOT strike-of course because they are too mu.eh 
up 'in "scientific socialism" etc. The same is said whenever riots occui· ·: 
the M.P.'s always point out with satisfaction that the good social Demo­
crats never do such wicked things. And with regard to those who a.re 
consciously abiding by their orders, they speak the truth. These men, 
indeed, only use force of the most brutal kind against the independent 
Socialists and Anarchists, as some recent meetings in Berlin imd other 
places showed. These measures are no doubt supposed to be their 
" scientific arguments," their " intellectual weapons," and are similar to 
those used at the International Congress of Paris ·in 1889 a.O'ainst the 
Anarchists there. 

0 

(To be conclitclecl. ) 

THE 
·CO_NQUEST OF 

By PETER KuoPo'f'KINE. 

CHAPTER II.- PLEN'l'Y Fon. ALL. 

n. 
. ( Concl1tclecl.) 

Meanwhile the people suffer. ·The factories are silent, the workshops· 
closed ; industry is at a standstill The worker does not even earn the 
meagre wage which was his before. Food goes up in price. · 

With that heroic devotion, which has ahvays cha.ra.eterisecl them, and 
'\vhich, in great crises, reaches the tmblime, the people wait patiently. 
" We place these three months of misery :::,t the service of the Republic," 
they said in 1848, while "the representatives" and the gentlemen of 
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the new governrµ.en~, do~yp to ~J:ie :p}ea~~~~t Jack-iµ -o:fliqe, rece~ve~ t1leir 
s~lary r~gularly. · 

The people 8}1ffer. With the cpilcWfe faitp., w,~th the goo~ humour 
of ~he ~a$ses wp.o ~~liev13 in their leaders, they th~nk that· " -qp then~?" 
in the House, in the 'l'own ~alL in the Co:'llmit~e~ of P~blic Safety, 
their welfare is l?emg consi4ered. ~ut "up ther~" they are disct1ssip.g 
-every~hing under the sun except the welfare of the peopl.e. Iµ 1 7·9·3, 
while famine ravaged France and crippl~d the r~volution ; }'yhilst the 
peopl~ we1~e ·reduced tot~~ depths of n1isery, whilst the Charµ.ps-~ly~e,e 
was lined with luxurious carriages where women displayed their j~wel.s 
and splendour, Robespierre was urging the Jacobins to discuss his 
treatise on the English Constitution. While tl~e work,er was suffering 
in 1848 from the general stoppage of trade, tJ10 Provisional Gov.ern­
ment and the House were wrangling over military pensions and prison 
-1abor, without trouJ:>ling how the people were to live during this .cr~sis. 
And could one cast a reproach at the Paris Coµimune, which was bor? 
beneath the Prussian cannon, and lasted only seventy days, it would qe 
for this same error-this failm·e to ti.nderstand that the Revolution 
could not triumph unless those who fought on its side were fed, that 
on fifteen-pence a day a man cannot :fight on the ramparts and at the 
ame time support a family. · 

The people suffer and sa.y : " How shall we find a way of escape? " 
III. 

IT eem · to us there is only one answer to that question :- We mu~t 
recognise, and p~oclaim on the house tops, that every one, whateyer his 
grade in the old society, whether stro1Jg or weak, capable 01° incapable, 
has~ before everything, THE RIGHT ·ro LIVE, and · that society is bound to 
hare amongst all, without exception, the mea.1is of existence at its dis­

po,-u.l. We must acknowledge this, and proclaim it aloud, and act up 
to it . 

It mu t be so contrived that from the first day of the Revo~uti<?n the 
worker shall know that a new era is opening bef6r~ him ; that hence­
fo1·ward none need crouch under the b1·idg.es·, with palace~ hard by, none 
need fa ·t in the midst of tood, none need perish with cold near shops 
full of fnrs ;. that all is for all in practice as well as in theory, and that 

la t, for the first time in history, a Revolution ha been accompli:shecl 
which considers the NEEDS of the people before schooling them in bheir 
DUTIES. 

ary movement to which :we have dedicated our lives; the reasons for our 
attitude and agpio~;-·-t~w~.yafl wli~# is q~lied the " La?our mo've~ent,'' should be 
stated in plain Jano·ua.o·e. - Ther'e is ~1 · tende:n.cy among certam of us to allow 
opinions to crys,tallfze ~ito creeds, and we run t.he risk , f losing-_ 1:;i_g~1t of the en?s 
through the means. I have personally refrained from exl11b1tmg a hostile 
attitude un t il now towards the actions of comra.des whom I know to be hone;:;t 
apil fe;:i.rless, but who, as I will try to show, are I believe qui~e m~staken as to 
the wisdom and ultimate results of their propaganda. My ob1ect is to call the 
attention of these comrades to the need for further reflection before taking any 

This cannot be brought about by acts of Parliament, but only by tak­
in immediate and effective pos essi.on of all that i~ necessary to j~sure 
the well-being of all, that is the only really scientific way of going to 
work, the only way to be understood and desired 'by the mass of' · the 
people. We must take possession, in the name of the people, of the 
granarie:· , the shops full of clothing, and the cl'.Velling houses. Nothing 
must be wasted. We must organise without delay to fee<l the huncrry, -
to ati fy all wants, to meet all needs, to prod~1ce, not for the ·pec~al 
benefit of this one or that one, bnt to ensure that society, as a whole, will 
live a:°d grow. 

·further part in what I consider to be use less work. I am no dogmatist, n~ither 
will I ;. ccept any pope, and so do not wish to be understood to anath~matize or 
excommnnicate anyone wh tsoever. I agree, tpap it m~y be to the interest of 
every w.orker to join' his trade union, and to see that its funct10n.s are prope:ly 
regarded and carried out, SO that a minimum w:age is mairitained and e"\'."e;n m­
crea~ed ; but thei:e ~1;e many ~eemingly ·who do not ea.r e to use such m ean_s to 
that ehd, a .cl thes"l are in an immense majority. According to Robert Giffen 
(giving evidence before the Labour Commission, J·an. 24.), there are but 871,000 
Trade Unionis ts, qut of an adult working populu.tion of 7,250,000 in England. · 
As Revolutionists, n.s Anarchists we must consider, t 11is question from pther and 
wider points of view. A very serious consideration is that, while the harvest is 
so gr at the labourers n.re but few ; ancl whi le a dozen meetings could be held at 
once, there are not a. sufficiency of speakers, owing to tho fact that some of the 
mo:;t capable nrc "otherwise engaged," in assisting directly or indirec :ly to 
strengthen organizations that are anything but revolutionary and in some cas~s 
guit.e re~c_tiC?nary or ~-11tag_qni_s.ti.c . Jt i.s quite evir1ent that w e canno~ spai·e ~ 
single capable man from amongst us for this work; even though we adm1ttecl ~he 
desira.l:)iJity of doing so. If permeation is i10.cessa1 y. t h ere are scores of com­
rades who, unable to do anv oth ·r kind of propaganda, cnn and do pt'rmeate 
their fellows · in the workshops, factories and stores, by talking, distributing 
literature, and announcing meetings, &c., which work is valnn,b1e and perma:nent 
by transforming those who, strange to say, 1vern once our bitterest opponent.s 
thro ·1gh wa nt of dlucation. But for r en.l r evolutionary agita tion a :;trong moral. 
and mental fibre is r equired, or what is moi:e useful a: strong tlow of animl).l 
spirits and audacity ; t 1ose who do uot possess these qualifications can fi.nd less 
exciting and dangerous chauneJs· to work in. ] ecauso one believes that future 
production will be cnrried on best by highly-trained trade orga11izations is no 
r eason, it seems to me, why we must commence here and now t.:i sow the seeds 
for such development. Can we not understand thn.t at any future t im e when the 
people ha.ve ncq nired the menns of productiou, they will fl.t once see the neccs.sity­
and a.c1vantago of such organization, co-operritiou anrl s If-control? We n~iglit 
just as well o·ec i11 to teetotal o iotie aud what not, because that many of us 
agree, thn.t it is nnwis and cruel for a fnther to spend h s mall but hard ~arrl.­
ings in beer and 'bacca, wit n th ro arc o · any oth r and more necessa,ry 
things wan ting by his wif an 1 littl ones and b C9'nse a sober clear-headed 
per on is more likely to under tn.nd ns, t ha 11 n. drnnkard. No! co~nrades; th,~~·e 
are hunrlr cls of meu g ifted ancl energetic, who are doing all this and other worlr, 
th n why wn. te our precions time and nerrl et the revolutionary teachings that 
put into a nrn.u's heart t hc;i idea of and the aspira.tion towards a Umve li.l 
Brotherboo<'l. Have not m1t11y of' the mo t energ tic work rs in the Revolu­
tionary movement, .Socialists of different shades been lost, swoJlowed up by ' the 
Unions that t hey th m.selves Jiavo formed? 'l'hese h::i.ve found it much hard':Jr 
to leave them than to fonnd 1 hem. Does it not provo t0 us the danger and 
absurdity of such aotio11, ""hen .even- some of the most active of ,the Social 
Democrats are open ly preaching against Trade Unionism . A challenge is out 
now from W. W1iite to debate the question with any trade u.nioni~t in · London! 
;i:Iave not the rest1lts in Norwich, Leeds, Bristol, Manchester aud London ~een 
most disappointing to the Socialist and Revolutiona.ry movem ent ? Consid~r 
also the position of an ao-itator, or organiser i 11 the event of a strike, for aqy 
reason, wheu he would have to wage war· on 11ll those who were not Un~onis'ts, 
many of whom, aro prevented from b t>ing s :eh by reasons for which the Unid s 
themselv s are r es ponsible. In the event o'f defeat, the men are cowed and 
demoralised ; in the event of success, their gain is the peoples' 19ss. Fp_r t};ie 
Capitalist or employer always gets his pound of ttesh ! I.le raises the price of 
the commodity, and t he rcsnlt is that the whol e working-commun_i,ty ar~ ~a:~d 
for the benefit of one set of workers or 1·ne industry. 'fhis is the trne po.s1t1bn. 
Whether it is satisfactory or not, is for each one to say. It seems to rrie to be 
disseption and disentegration, instead of harmony and solioarity. When it '.is 
urged ,tp.at Unio.us are \yhat the members make t.hem, I would r e;rnark thµ.t t.!;i.~y 
are ~v!;i at the economic forces prevalent allow them to be. 'rhey are ip.;fl.uep.ced 
by ." si;1pply and dem_and,'' competition; and profit-mong~ring;" bo,d se·~~9 's, 
change of fashion; inv~nt'ion, &c., will sap their foundations an preak tl{em ."up, 
despite ' their ab'stract .ic1eas about industry and justice. Were the memh'ei·s 
thqmselves sure of not being molested, coerced and terrified, they would to a 
large extent leave the.ir organizations to-morrow. Fear aud m1t mutual r ega:i;d 
keeps them where they are, and were it not for the efforts during the 1ast foU.r 
years oi~ so, by S'ocialists,· the Trade Union movement would have been n~arly ~if 
not wholly of no account in the movements of to-day. Much more might .tie 
·said, b11t as it is essential that we hear the other side, I conclude with this, that 
in a seriqus and vital struggle like our bwn, the capable men should not retire to 
the rear to worry over trifles that are not essential to the progress of the cau.~e, 
and that so as some shrink back from the real issues of the battle, so is the fight 
made harder and more · bitter fo 'r the few that remain. Hoping, that' tliis 
expression of opinion will be the cause of a rea.l and profitable discussion. I a.~ 

Enough of vague catch-words, .l~e "the right to work," with wfil;ch 
the people were misled in 1848, and which are still used to mislead 
them . Let u.s have the courage to recognise that cm.i:FoRT FOR ALL, 

henceforward possible, should be brought about at all costs. 
When the workers claim.eel the right to work in 18481 national wicl 

municipal workshops were organised, and the workmen were sent to 
drudge there at the rate of ls. 8d. a day ! When they asked that labor 
hould be 9rganised, .the reply ,was" Patience, my 'friends, G9vernme'nt 

will s~e to all that; and mea:i;itime here ·is your ls. Sd. Rest now, 
brave toiler, after your life-long strug·gle for fqod ! '' Meai.1time the 
cannons were trained, and all the reserves called in; and the organisa­
tio:i;i of the workers was broken by t_lle ipany met~1ods of oppression ;in 
which the middle clas~es are past masters. At l?-st, one fine day, the 
workers are told" Go and colonise Afriea, or stay an~ be sho.t down!" 

Far other would be the result if the workers claimed THE RIGHT 'l'O 

LIVE IN co~IFOR'l'. In claiming that right they would claim with. it the 
right to possess themselves of all the wealth of the c01:ninunity, to take 
the houses to dwell in, according to the needs of each family, to seize 
the stores of food, and learn the meaning of plenty, after having .known 
famine but too well. They would claim their right .to all the \vealth­
fruit of the labor of past aud present generations-and they wot ld 
learn by its means to enjoy those higher pleasures of art and .sdence 
too long monopolised by the middle clas:SeS. · 

And while asserting their right to live in comfort they would assert, 
what is still more important, their right to decide for themselves what 
this comfort should ba, what must he produced to insure it, and whft.t 
discarded as no longer of value. 

The right to comfort means the possibility of living like human be­
ings, and of bringing up children to be the mem,bers of a society better 
than ours, whilst the " right to work " only means the right to.1Je 
always a wage-slave, a drudge, ruled over and exploited by the midd,le-

··c]ass of the future. In the right to comfort consists the Soqial R~volu­
tion, the right to work means nothing but the Treadmill of commercial­
ism. It is high time for the worker to assert his right to the Com.men 
inheritance and to enter ·in and possess it . · ' 

. c 0 R -R E S P 0 ·N D ·E N ·C :£. 
AN ANARCHI8T'S POSITION TOWARDS TRADE ,UNIONISM. 

Comrades, the time has now arrived when we must put aside questions of 
respect for persons, and feelings for princ.iples should guide us in this as well as 

· in other questions and me~hods of procedure. For the sake of the Revolution-

in the cause. H. B. SAl\fUJ£LS, Commonweal Group. 

~UBSCRIPTIONS FOR SUPPORT OF LITTLE VICTOR NICOLL. 
RECJ~ IYEJ> 1"l:OM JAN. 12th TO MARCJI. 22nd:-

Leicester Anarchists, Ss. ; Elam, 4d.; Galbraith, 5s.; J. 0. Brown, 3s.: Wesley, 
ls.; Schweitzer, U.S.A., 4s.; PoiJe lis~, 4s.; Joy l~st, 5s. 6d.; Torch Com.rad\".s, 
2s. 6d: ; W. Graves, 4s. 6d.; Presberg list, 5s.; Smith, Manchester, ls.; Leicester 
Anarchists, Ss. -

Comrades who r emember D. J. Nicoll's self-sacrifising efforts in the move­
ment, are requested to do what they can to prevent his little boy from wanti.ug 
anything during his father's imprisonment. Comrade Nicoll has still about 
9 months to endure. 

All communications shoulcl be addressed to M. Galbraith, Club Autonomie, 6, 
vVindmill-stree t, '~ottenham-court-road, W. . 

C. C. DAVIS SUBSCRIPTlON LIST. 
·v'le have opened a subscribtion list to· enable the B'ham friends of C. C. Davis 

to supply him with proper food during the two months imprisonment he must 
undergo before h e ~s tried. The following sums have alread,y been recei'Ved and 
sei1t:-lst List-Davis, 6cl.; Yallop, 6d.; Tinscinsky, ls.; H. N., 6cl.; Milburn 
6d.; Mrs. lVIaslyn, 6d.; I~. Hyde, 6d.; A. Marsh, ls. 2nd Lisc-C. M. W ., 3s.; 
Presburg, ls.; N. F . D., ls. 3rd List-S. Merlino, ls.; A. Marsh, ls.; L . S. B. 
and G. & A. Lawrencp, 2s.; L. Hyde, 6d.; Sinsinsky, 6Ll.; Arehibald Gorrie, 5s . 

4th List-Atterbury, ls.; Cook, 6cl. ; Presberg, 6d.; N. F. D., ls. 5th List­
H. W. N., 28. 6cl.; N. F. D., ls. ; L. S. B., ls. od.; Mn:. Salt, 2s.; Cartwright, 
ls. 

H.ECEffE J3Y E. CHAPi\IAN, B'HAM, FOR AilOYE :-
w. H. Chapnrn.11, 12s. 6cL; M., B'ham, 2~. 6d.; MacQueen, 5s.; E. C. Chap­

man, 2s. 
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·~· ·~ e e C' out 
A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COM:M:UNISl\1. 

Monthly, ld.J --. -<.()>--- [Post free Hd· 
. 'Annual · Subscription, post free to . ~n countries, ls. 6d. Foreign sub· 
scriptions should be sent by lnternat10nu.l Mouey Order. 

1Vholesale Price, ls. 4d. per quire of 27, carriage free to all parts. 

OUR NEW ADDRESS?! 
.All communicatioiis, exchanges, &:c., fo1• ''FREEDOM '' to be acldressecl to 

T~E EDITOR, 61, ST. AuGUSTINE's-P.OAD, CAMDEN-TOWN, LoNDoN, N. W. 

N otice to Siibscribe1·s.-If there is a blue mark against this notice your subscrip­
tion is clue! and must be sent before n ext month if you wish to go on receiving the paper. 

: Back Nmnbers.-Vol. I., October 1S86 to September 1887 (No. 2 sold out), 
p.rice 2s. Vol. II., October 1887 to September 1888 (Nos . 16, 17, 18, 19 sold out), 
1Jrice ls. 6cl. Vol. III. , October 1888 to December 1889, price ls. Gel. Vol. IV., 
January to December 1890, price ls. Vol. V., January to December 1891, price ls . . 
.Carriage: single volumes, 2d., five volumes, 6cl., tbroughont the United Kingdom. 

. Freedoni Pamphlets.- No. ·2, "The Commune of Pari8," by Peter K:ropot 
. kine, ld.; post free, l~d. ; p er quire of 25, ls. 4cl . . No. 3, "A Talk about 
.Anarchis t Communism between Two Workmen," by Enrico Malatesta, ld. ; 
,post free, l~cl. ; per quire of 25, ls. 4cl. No. 4, "Anarchist Communism: Its 
Basis and Principles," by P eter Kropotkine, 2d. ; post free, 2~d. ; p er quire of 25, 
2s. 8d. No. 5, "Anarchy," by Enrico Malatesta, ld.; post free, · 1~d . ; per quire 
of 25, ls. 4cl. No. 6, "Anarchist Morality," by Peter Kropotkine, ld.; post 

_free, l~d.; per quire of 25, l s. 4cL 

N 0 TES. 
. ANNIVERSARY OF SENTENCES ON THE WALSALL ANAlWHISTS. 

Sunday, April 21{d, at 3 p.m., a demonstratton will be held in Tra­
falgar Square by London Anarchists, to protest against the sentences 
0n the W a1sall men, victims of a police plot. 

· C. C. DA vrn's TRIAL. 
The sessions at which our comrade Davis is to be tried for smashing 

the jeweller's window in Birmingham will open April lOth, We have 
heard from Davis every week and believe that he is in good health and 
spirit ·, "nothing wavering." He sends thanks to those comrades who 

· have contributed to his food fund, and best wishes to all. 

"THE Coi\IMONWEAL ·" REVIVES . 
Our readers will be glad to hear that our comrades of the " Common­

weal " Group have resolved ~o revive their paper that has done such good 
service in the cause of Socialism. We understand that it will be issued 

-, fortnightly, and those wishing to receive it are requested to send sub­
' scriptions to T. Cantwell, 24, Sidmouth Mews, Gray's Inn-road, W.C., 
or to J. Presberg, Club Autonomie, 6, vVindmill-street, Tottenham 
Court-road, W. 

. ANARCHISM AND THE " E CHO." 
The " Echo " was not pleased with the Anarchist celebration of the 

. Commune, which is rather good news for us. But that it should have 
been so transparently absurd in showing its displeasure was hardly to 
be expected. After cavilling at Kropotkine for having been born to a 
title which stupid people, like the writer connected with the "Echo,'' 
will persiSt in using, it goes on , to remark, "Anarchy simply means 
destruction." How deceived we have been ! We always thought 
government rn.eant destruction; at any rate it · is governments that 
spend many millions every year in manufacturing the most awful 

. engines of death and destruction and pay thom:ands of men to work 

. them. About that we are perfectly sure. V\T e also have a pretty vivid 
· idea of where they get the money from to do it with: not from" volun­
. tary contributions," as the poor Anarchist does to try and '<Yet his ideas 
. a hearing. Not a bit of it! Force, or the fear of force, i's how they 

vrork the business._ They don't bring it up to your front-door, it's true 
but all the same it's waiting for you round the corner .if you don't 
''stump up,; your taxes. NGw, Anarchists object t,o puttino· their 
destinies in the hands of people who act like thia, and because w~ object 
we are-- well goodness knows what we are ·in the eyes of the " Echo." 

, Not that it matters much . But obviously the "Echo" haB been lookino-
at life U:J?Side down and has confused Anarchy with government, 

0 

. RECENT FRENCH .A.ND GERMAN MANIFESTOES. 
·. . Our French comrades have been very active lately in the issuing of 

bills and posters well calculated to keep the public aware of the Anarch­
ist movement in its midst, and of the aims towards which Anarchists 
are persistently working. One of these manifestoes-" Down with the 
Chamber "-has been translated and published in full in "Solidarity" 
(Feb. 25th ). It appeared shortly after the Panama disclosures, and 
appea~s to the workers of .Fr~nce to believe no longer in government of 
any ~md, but to. t ake their liberty and initiative, sweeping aside the 
exploiter, the priest, and the politician overthrowin<Y Power and Capital 
and shaking off the governing clas~ " ai a lion ~hakes off his fleas.'~ 

· This was soon scucceeded b.y a satirical MESSAGE AU PEuPLE (Mes­
. sage to the People ., purportmg to emanate from President Carnot. 

No. 3 of_ " Le ~ocsiri," in which this appeared, was promptly seized by 
the police. Next appeared a MANIFESTE DES DYNA.MITEURS which 
is interesting as written from the point view of comrades .who hon­
estly see in the use of physical force a valuable aid in the spread of 

1. revolutionary ideas. Still later a DE<;JLARATION DE SoLDATS ANARCHISTEs 
(Mariif esto of Anarchist Soldiers) has been issued and widely circulated . 

. It is addressed to the wor~{i1!gm.en of Franc~, and after m1couraging 
them·to boldness and unammity m revolt agamst the tyrant and the 
exploiter, ends with a promise to stand by the people in the houi· of 
need, not to march against them nor fire upon them, but rather to turn 
the muzzle of their firearms against their commanders. 

A vigorous German appeal has also been issued to the miners. It is 
headed "Gluck auf ! zum Kampf for Brod und Freiheit," and points 
out to the toilers in the coalmines what special facilities are theirs for 
taking the lead in the struggle of the workers against their exploiters . 

THE CALTAVATURO MASSACRE. 
Some time back the civilised portions of the Italian people were 

shocked by a little governmental affair in the neighbourhood of Calta­
vaturo. The peasantry there had begun to doubt the right of the town 
council's secretary and other local officials to exact from them a high rent 
for the use of land that belonged to the commune-so they ignored the 
rent, and, with bands and provii::ions for the day, the people sallied forth 
to till the ground, which, be it remembered, belonged by law to the 
poorest among the peasants, and while marching peacefully to their 
work, apprehending no danger, they were set upon by police and shot 
down . 

ITALIAN JUSTICE! 
The Italian government promised an inquiry into the Caltavaturo 

affair, which was to result in the punif;l1ment of .the massacre of the 
peasantry. But according to a private inquiry made by a correspond­
ent of the "Critica Sociale" it seems that whilst the two policemen who 
first fired on the peaceful peasants are free and safe from any prosecu­
tion, the leading members of two local Benefit Societies, which were in 
no way connected with the affair, as well as several peasants have been 
arrested. Many more are threatend with a similar fate, to avoid ·which 
more than 200 peasants h::,we left the village, and general panic prevails. 
The object oft.he present prosecution is of course to throw the blame of 
the conflict on the peasants, although fifteen of these were killed and a 
hundred wounded, whilst n0,t one single soldier or policeman was either 
killed or wounded. The witnesses are intimidated ; the presiding mag­
istrate takes no notice of alleged facts when they are unfavorable to the 
theory that the fault of the massacre lie. ~vith the peasants; pressmeis 
brought to bear on the prisoners themselves to induce them to say that 
they were incited to revolt by mysterious agitators. Indeed, the cor· 
respondent of the " Critica Sociale " declares he can prove that some of 
the prisoners have .been subjected to actual torture and put in the ·trait­
waistroat ; practices hitherto unknown in Italian prisons, but apparently' 
now becoming quite usual. So the. e poor peasants, who, after all, as 
nobody disputes, have been robbed of their lands by a few local po1iti-

. cians and proprietors ; 'vlrn, while trying to cultivate theii· own fields, 
were fired on and some of them killed, are now being terroi·ised by judicial 
ruffianism. But what does all this matter in a country where it is 
known that one of the men, who was arrested recently ;-hen trying to 
fire a bomb in Rome, was acting under the orders of a high police-official 
in whose house he lived. Thirty Anarchists are in prison for that little 
affair; and so Italian Justice can still smile serenely. It should, how­
ever, be a comfort to all good Italians to know that the report on their 
Bank Scandal, their little Panama, fills 700 page , and that the chair­
man of the Commission declares that there ar!3 very few names of polit­
ical persorJages on the long list of t hose who have overdue bills on the 
Banca Romana, but notwithstanding this their Prime Minister will not 
permit the scandal to be discussed in Parliament. Wise man! He has 
seen whither such discussion is leading France. 

SoCIAL.lSTS IN '!'HE GERMAN ARMY. 
Speaking in the Reichstag on March lOth, Behel protested against 

the spie& ::;ent by the Government into workshops and factories to r eport 
against any Socialists who might be employed there. The Socialists are 
classed under three heads, as agitators, active members, or quiet adherents; 
and the reports are sent in to the military officials of the district, who 
as far as possible refuse to accept any Socialists as recruits . We know 
from personal experience that this is true, and to some it may seem 
tJ.:i,at Socialists are to be congratulated on tht~s escaping from service in 
the army. But it must be remembered. that, though they pay the 
heavy taxes like other people, they are excluded from the advantage of 
learning the use of arms, which may some day be useful, and from the 
physical and mental education of military life, at all events a more 
agreeable condition, as Behel said, than slaving in a workshop . 

Tn.rn FOR 'l'HE GERJIIAN GovERNl\IENT 'l'O SHUT UP SHOP. 
Another consequence of the system of spies is that Socialists are 

refused work at government · factories and arsenals. In some cases, 
especially in the construction of fortifications, the laborer.s have to sign 
a paper saying that they are not Socialists, and the Minister of War 
declared in the debate that he would never employ a Socialist in an 
ammunition factory. Behel retorted that the war office had better 
shut up shop then, for soon all workmen would be Socialists. .After 
this it seemed hardly worth while to complain that military bands were 
forbidden to play in h_alls or gardens where Socialists were known to 
resort, and that recruits from a village near Darmstadt were called 
" Socialist Swine " and were given extra drill at night in their shirts as 
a joke. Such things only show how !ar even Germany s~ill i_s from .the 
ideal of a people trained to arms for its own defence, which is the only 
possible excuse for the existence of an army of any kind. 
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··(}cJR EXCHANGES. 
Since the beginning of the year we have received four new exchanges. 

· ~' La V oriamo" (Let us work) and " La Liberte" from Argentina; 
--"Literary Digest" from New-York; "Lutte Pour L'Art" from 
J3ruxelles. The last named advertises Anarchist papers and journals. 
We would like to ·draw the attention of those comrades studying 

. French to the excellence of the magazine " La Societe Nouvelle," pub­
lished by F. Brouez, 32, rue de l'Industrie, Bruxelles; price lf e. 25c. , 
.containing frequently articles by Kropotkine, Merlino, Malato and 
-other well-known Anarchists, and also to·• La Revolte," published week­
ly at 140, rue 1\fouffetard, Paris, the literary supplement being made up 
·from the works of the best writers in France ; yearly subscription 6frs. 

" BEER, BIBLE AND BLUSTER ! " 
These are the '' busy bees " that are buzzing throughout the country 

. at present. We cannot symathise with the narrow, selfish aims of 
-either brewer, churchman or U lster Tory, but we smile when we s~e 
ardent upholders of "Jaw-and-brder" issuing blood and _thunder mam-

. fe toes to beer-drinkers and sectarians, calling upon them to come forth 
in their thousands and "strike a blow for freedom." These gentlemen 
admit then that law is only endurable when it fits the humour of the 
law-abider, but what a conception of freedom is theirs! 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER FLOCK 'l,OGETHEit. 
"What," the "Daily Jews" asks, in speaking of Lord Howard de 

Walden, "are the uses of such lives, to themselves or other people? It 
is not merely that those who lead them fail to toil: they claim so much 
u tenance for their idleness, at any rate in the liquid. form. They are 

-devoted to absolutely self-regarding ends, and they are too richl~' estab­
lished and endowed for their worse than profitless parts. A king's ran-
om must be capitalised to keep them going in horses, houses, dinners 

and a.11 the i·est of it. It is a though one conferred an annuity on the 
bacillu of cholera, and tended its noxiou::; pe1·sonality with all !llani:er 
of upet'fious offeifogs. A man of this stamp is made by Natme t o live 
an three hillings a day, and to earn it. He should weed the home 
farm, or dig at the London clay. The toil would 'take it out of him,' 
and all ·that was lost to the indulgence of his appetite would be aved 
to ociety by the making of sewers." The one little mi -take in th 
.above is that such men as Lol'Cl Howard de Wald n are ma.de by at­
ure · they are the products of an artificial Society, and belong to the 
class that upport the " Daily News" and snch respectable j urnal. . It 
would be rather hard on our sewer-makers to compel the1!1 to con ·ort 
with uch a carrion-crow as Lord Howard. We believe the wol'lrnrs 
would willingly continue to pay a king's rtnsom to keep such gentle­
men in their own ranks rather t han endure daily contact with th m, or 
girn their da.ughters in mal'I'iage to them, if there was no altern~ttive: 

Scotch. Notes. 

Aberdeen people have had a few of the cales rnbbed from theii· eyes 
on the matter of Reformatories for the Young. Dul'ing the pa. ·t 

mo1.Lth a rumom· gradually spread through the town that 
-O~"'E OF '!'HE several inmates of the Rosemount Girls Reformatory 
u~co' GUID. were with child or had given birth to children, the 

father being a manager of the institution, an Ex-Baillie 
.and a prominent man in temperance and i·eligious cfrcles. The rumour 
ha been verified by the holding of an inquiry into the scandal (with 
·clo .. ecl doors, howevei') , which has resulted in the r esignation of the 
.matron, Miss Hutchison . Strange to say, that, although the story has 
been and is in every month, not a single comment has been made by 
.any of the local papers on the subject. What fellow-feeling must exist 
.among our masters ! The affair is but another instance of the failure 
·of authority to carry on organisations so that they might have a benefi­
·.cial effect, and points to the helpless condition of the inmates of Reform­
.atories. Stigmatised criminnls, bullied by t eachers, go emori:i and 
._governesses, such poor girls fall an easy prey to the gross licentiousness 
of corrupt old hypocrites, whose s~le delight seems to be to ruin the lives 
-0f the daughters of the workers. Who, with the spirit of a man, could 
. blame the relatives of these unfortmiate girls should they t ake t he law 
into their own hands and wreak vengeance on a hea1-tless seducer. 

Mrs. Aveling has been in Edinburgh lecturing the ·Fabians of that 
;town, and in the course of her lecture thought fit to warn those inno­

cents against the Anarchists, who were, she saiJ , evilly-
OUR EVIL disposed persons that made the propaganda of Socialism 

·DISPOSITION. (if she had only said STATE-socialism) almost impossible 
wherever they ga.ined a footing. Bruce Glasier R,nd "Bul­

Jock of Glasgow, who were present,- in r eply to this said, that though 
not Anarchists they could not sit still and hear such misrepresentations 

_.go uncontradictecl, and each spoke at some length in defence of our 
pl'incip_les. However, Mrs. Aveling ha:vfog the last WOl'd, took t he op­
portunity of launching out into still more bitter invectives, declaring us 
'to be a) ways hand in hand with the police; that we went about blowing 
up buildings and destroying innocent lives, and when caught said we 
did not mean it ; that Albert Parsons' speech was written for him by 

:.some one else (a Marxist perhaps), winding up with a denunciation of 
Anarchists particular and general. The lady, however, overshot her 
mar~, as the mai:r: effe?t of her abuse was to make the majority of her 
::audience sympathise with those attacked and feel thorouO'hly ashamed 
·Of such a display of vindictiveness from one their own pa1~y. . 

Andreas Scheu is pretty 'vell known to Glasgow Socialists, s.o, when 
he lectured for the Labor Army here, on Sunday 12th · March, · there 

was a larae tui'n out to hear him. The title of his 
ANOTHER DANIEL lecture '~as "A Reply to our Opponents"; but we 

COME Anarchists . were scarcely prepared to find ourselves 
TO JUDGMENT. included among their number. So long ash~ con~ 

fined himself to dealing with the common enemies of 
Socialism he was very effective turnin o- their time-worn objectior.s and 
fears to ridicule with Carlylea1; hun~ou~ and sound .arguments. 'rhere 
was much in the lecture with which Anarchists are m hearty sympathy, 
and therefore it was all the more reoTettable that he should have aroused 
the indio·nation of our comrades as he did by his references to Anarch­
ists and Anarchy. To prejudice .people against Anarchy it must be 
either misunderstood or misrepresented. A t the hands of the lecturer 
it suffered severely in both these ways . For to attribute to the 3'.dvocates 
of a cause ideas an_d opinions which they do not hold, and which t~ey 
would be the first to repudiate, and then criticise such ideas i:nd op~n~ 
ions is not to criticise the ca use itself, but one's own conception o~ ~t; 
and this was exactly vvhat Andreas Scheu, in common with m?st cnt~cs 
of Anarchism, did. For instance, he declared that Anarchists claim 
ABSOLUTE freedom, and then went on to show that no such thing is pos­
sible : polnting out that even an individual ·who had the who~e. world to 
himself would still have his freedom limited by natural condit10ns. Of 
course he was right ; but where is the Anaichist who makes such a. 
ridiculous claim as absolute freedom in this sense ? But when he ad-

. mits that man is limited in his freedom by natural conditions what more 
limitations does he want? These limitations a1·e the laws-and the 
only laws-man is justified in obeying. 

Th::1,t Andreas Sch eu loes not in the lea ·t comprehend the spirit of 
Anarchy was clear from his contention tha.t Anarchy and Communism 

were incompatible; and that, therefore, the phrase 
FlUEND, "Anarchi ·t Communism" ,, as a contl'ad iction in 

THY ZEAL IIATH terms. The error he fall. into is that of as.'umii1'g 
EA'l'E THEE P ! that Communism i nee .'ai·ily n.n arbitrary anange-

ment which would have to b impos cl upon the com­
munity, whereas th Anarchi ·t cont ntio1 i that it will be the natural 
an l ·pontan ou outcome of fr dom, nte1·ed up n by c mmon c n i':l.t 
a.- the re ·ult f xp rien n.nd the h::tnc.Y l on litions v; hjch th n,boli­
tion of 0111' pre nt in lnstl'i;.1,l sy .. tem im1 lie.- . \Vher then i. the 
incompatibility, and where the ontmd j tion b tween An::i,i· by and CoD?-­
muni.'m thuR fr ly ado1 t d, and which an b a· fre ly a.ban<loned 
shorlld those I ai-ticipatina in it ,·e fit? 

Obse::irva-tio:n..s o:n. 
Co:Jrn.:rn. un.e 

'the Russian. 
(Mir). 

Trrn Ru . ·i;:i,n Commun (Mir) gnamllt e · to vei·y male 111 mber . of 
its population the equal i·ight to u.. the land, foi· st and i·iv r ·-when 
it owns any fon;ist oi· rivers, a·, for in .. t :tnce, a.rnong the Co. ·acks bf 
the Ui·al. The rights of use of fore 't an l i-ive1·s are of the most widely 
varie l kinds, and depend upon local aoTeem nt .. ; the administtation Of 
the land 1 on the co1 trn1-y, is mo1· or les.- alike all ov i· Great-~u. ia 
and other p1·ovinces of the empire inhabited by G1· at-Ru sian . A~ a 
genei·al rnle, <tll the land, with the 1::xception of that occupi d by build­
ings ;.md fan n-yai·d .. , is divided into qnal p:u·ts, according to the nul:h­
bei· of persons paying the government"d :-tnd communal taxes. If the 
Commune contains a lnmch:ed tnx-payei·s, th n the land is divided 
into a hundred plot·, 11.nd each tn.x-pa.yer has the i-iaht to one of them . 
But ns it seldom happe1rn t hat <tll the land of tl1e Commune is entirely 
equal in prncluctivity and conveuience, the land ii:; almost everywhei·e 
soi-ted into thrne sections, in ench of w bich section every member of t~e 
Commune i·eceives an equn.l share. 'l'he \voi·k of soi·ting t he land among 
the pea ·ants is very complex, ::in.cl involves the minute desrn:iption of 
the divi::;ions of pastm·e, meadow <md waste land, etc. Hence it follows 
that-as from the first, in a Commune of a hundred members, each I'e­
ceives a h undredth part of the p1·oduce-the burd en of all State and 
communal fa.xes falls equally on every one . 

The allotting of the land takes place at a gene1·al meeting of all con­
cerned, and the mothers of fatherless minoi·s can at tend the meeting on 
their behalf- though with a i·ight of debate only, not of vote. The 
assembly elects the most experienced old men fr1 the Commune to measure 
and divide the land . It is, indeed, n, htborions task .to separ:;i,te the un­
equR,l land into fair divisions. \Vith what solemnity this process is 

. gone through ! When all the land is divided the peasants cast lots, 
slips being drawn by ::i. child. It is hard to imagine without havi11 g been 
an eye-witness of the solemn pr0ceeding how enormously importa11 t, 
in the eyes of the peasants, is the dividing and SOl'ting of the land. 

"In old times," said to me an aged pea.sant from the Kolornna dis­
trict, of the province of Moscow, " among us by the Oka, two lads used 
to get a hit of a thrashing by the boundary mark, so as they shouldn't 
forget the place." . · · . 

The land separated and the lots drawn, all the allotments are giv'en 
over to the assembled members of the Commune under th~ super~ision 
of the elected elders. Each member, on receiving his plot, becomes full 
owner of it until the time of the next divi~ion. A member has the 
right t o ·let his plot to another, or even to refuse acceptance ~f his entire 
allotment and ~ake ~nly a portion of it-which happens very rarely, as 
every member is obliged to pay Stat e and municipal taxes. The prompt 
payment of the taxes is guaranteed to the government by the common 
i·esponsibility:_ of the whole Mrn of the district, that is to say, if one 
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mE)mber ciannot pay his share of the taxes1 t)ie Comi;nune h~s to pay it 
for him; therefore any member refusing his allotment of land, by so 
doing, leaves the Commune either tempo1~arily or permanently; i:µ both 
case.:; the matter is decided at a meeting of the Mrn. · 
- The re-distribution of the land dpes not ~ake place every year. In a 
few places it is every three years, in most places the term is from five 
to ten years ; t.here are Communes where the · distribution takes place 
only once in fifteen or even twenty years.. This depends on the quality 
of the laud, and also on the nature of its cultivation. Almost every­
where the land used for'. marl}et-gardening or for perennial crops is dis­
tributed only once in fifteen, in twenty or twenty-five years; orchar'd 
land and land used for the cultiYation of exceptional crops being distri­
buted once in ten years--never oftener than once in five years. \Vith 
meadow-land the case is different. In many parts of the central 
pJJovinces near the Volga, on the Don, in the Urals, and among the 
Cossacks the meadows are not divided, but are mowed by the whole 
Comm llne together, the hay being divided according to the number of 

· scythes and rakes given out from the farms. This hay-making in com­
mon is one of the rare pleasures in the hard life of the Ru&sian peasantry. 
On that day, which is appointed by the elders of the Commune, the 
dewy grass is mown from dawn till lunch time-all the people, old and 
young:, boys and girls, come out into the meadows as for a holiday, car­
rying scythes and rakes, and often wearing their holiday clothes. 

The best mower gives the first straight sweep with his scythe; when 
he has taken four or five steps forvvarcls, another begins, then a third · 
and so ~n, until a whole line of mowers is formed, often singing, and 
always m the best of humours, laughing and joking over their work. 
The time of greatest merriment is usually when the hay is gathered into 
cocks and divided ; at this moment the men hand over .their pitchforks 
to the women and girls, taking their rakes in exchano·e. The elders and 
the middle-aged peasants supervise the fair dist~ibution of the hay, 
which the young men rake and toss. More than once I have happened 
to be eye-witness of such scenes, and· I am convinced that so accurate 
and just a distribution could be seen only among the w.orking masses. 
On such occasions the young men of ten pay homage to this 01~ that 
member of the Commune. . When the ha.y· cocks are made, some lad 
will suggest : "Now, ·mates, shall we not show honour to uncle Ivan?" 
"Of course we will!" answer merry voices. Then, amid much laughter, 
struggling and screaming, a girl is seized and thrown onto Uncle I v;i,11'.s 
hay-cock, and the depression made by her weight is filled up with extra 
hay. 

But the jokes and merry-making grow rarer and rarer; the Russian 
peasant is crushed down by famine ·and misery-direct results of the 
government's exorbitant taxation ; and now oppression and epidemics 
are tmning all his life into a hopeless struggle with utter ruin-a 
struggle in which neither his Commune; nor his ti'aditions, nor his 
~eaclo,vs can help him any more. 

It is true, the comnwnal land tenure guarantees a beggarly but still 
an equal possibility of bare existence to the enormous majority of Great­
Russians. It saves the peasant from actual death even in those cases 
.in which he has to migrate into the large towns, to seek employment 
in ·the workshops and factories, in order to earn a few ro'\ilbles with 
w~ich to pay the accursed taxes. -whether he be factory hand, cap­
,dnver, wood-chop,per, casual la.borer, .in the lll.rge towns during tljle 
winter, in summe1· the peasant always finds his support in his alletment, 

' in his tumble-down hut, where the other members of his family .struggle 
on, an~ to which he too always returns in slack time, in sickness and 
.i~ old age. It is t hanks to the Commune that. the prole~ariat class in- · 
creases .so slowly in Great-H.nssia, in spite of'poverty, exhaustion, dearth 
and diseases ravaging the whole country. And the people fully recog­
nise the immense va lue of communism to them in theie sad lives. 
Alway~ and eYerY"vhere, the Great-Russians, when left to their 

own initiative, arrange their life on a social and co-operative basis. 
~he c?lon~es along the Volga, in the Ural, the provinces of Pechersk 
and_ Siberia, on the Do1~ and on the shores of the Caspian sea, consist 
entirely_ of. G~·eat-Russian s, and ~ve~·ywhere in these provinces the 
economic life is founded.cm the basis of association-a communist life 
on the principles of communal self-government. 

(To be continitecl.) 

Opi-u:ni ·cu.I"tu:re in. India. 

SURELY the moral conscience of England must have sunk to an abnor­
ma.~ly lo\': ebb when it can tolerate even for a single day the immorality 
of its government and that of India in their dealings with opium. 

E_nglancl cannot deny her share in the wholesale poisoning of China. 
India dare not attempt to defend herself from a charo·e of fosterino· 
immorality, degradation and cri111e, in order that an an~ual income of 
£200,000 may be secured. · · 

The opium industry of India is entirely in the hands of the Govern-
1?"ent, and 500,000 acres of land are under ctl.ltivation of the drug. 
Small farmers, called· ryots, grow the poppy, and sell their harvest to 
the Government: their licences are bouQ'ht by auction and in con­
sequence of the competition thus eno-e1~derecl a bar~ livina only is 
·possible.. , 

0 
' 

0 

What is the conc;equence? 
. Demoralised by the use of opiu~, the poor ryot is a prey to every 

vice ; he cheat~ and steals; sells poison io his friends and is liable to 
murder his family, fellow-men, or to destroy himself in the delirium of 
opium madness. 

"One opium criltivator demoralises a whole village," writes Mr. Pym, 

a reside:µ~ of e~even years iP Jndia, and who was for eighteen mon~h~-
an a.gent iµ opmm. . . 

The Governor and council of Bomb~y made protest against the intrQr 
q~ction of ~his industry:-< It h~s· alre~dy be~n tried i:l Guje~at," ~~ey 
said, " and the res\,1lt w~s wide spread corruption and demora.l~9ation." .. : 

Dr. Valentine, with thfrty-011.e years' experience, writes (1) t,h~t a. 
large percentage of mortality among children is due to opium; (2) H~at 
~ large percentage of crime is committed through the influence of opi~'Ii{ '. 
(3) that a larige percentage of murder is due to opium poisoning' ; ancl 
(4) that a large percentage of diseases a medical man is called upo~ t~ ­
t:rea.t are chm to opium eating. 

Opium suicides are extreme1y CQ~1L_~on: out of 180, 97 were frorr1 

opium in one district; 80 per cent. were women, 14 of them girls from 
~he ages of 14 to 18 years. 

8000 chests of opium are consumed in India, while 90,000 are sold t(}· . 
China, annua1ly. "Sell the drug as far. and as fast as possible among 
the Chine.:e/' is the order of the government. 

-f\rguments were usel ess against SLfch determined and consummate· 
villany.: the raving of. the opium eater is preferable to this. 

Not content with wrecking the art of India, we must demoralise its .. 
people. Truly we are a great. a good, a · Christian civilisation ! A 
triumph of prog1·ess, and a glory to the ninteenth century! Yes ! we 
carve one nation with the sword, and poison another with opium ; and 
breed paras~te upon parasite up through all the castes of society, we 
live upon the labor and degradation of tP,e poor; and to crowµ our 
infamy build up towers, temples· and "gorgeous" palaces for scoundrels;. 
and " such like." · 

" While three men stand together 
'fhc nations arc less by three.'' 

In the spirit of thi~ selltiment we must live, who would redre.ss tl1e<­
wrongs of the people of India, and of other lands. 

Kropotkine on Anarchism/:, 
MAllCII 5th, at Grafton Hall, Kropotkinc dclivcrecl an address t o a crowded and. 
attentive audience, of which the follo"·ing is a summary taken from shorthand. 
notes:-

I have been {.tsked to give our general ideas on the subjec:t of Anarchy, and I 
feel overpowered by the immensity of the subj ect. It has beell loug thought a· 
mode of action belonging to the Socialist propaganda, but it is more than a mode 
of ~r.tion, :norc than a. Utopia, more than a theory. It is a tendency ofthcrnght,. 
wluch begms to prevail more a.n u more as the century ends, a kind of philosophy, 
a manner of thinking, a general conception , which re-acts on the whole Socialist, 
program. · 

When Anarchy has been consillcred philosophically it indu ces every one of us: 
to take an attit~dc vastly different fro.m the attituc!c of Socialists generally. It 
is a mode of thought distinctive of modem science . Consider the changes 'in the· 
thought of · Europe at the time when the eftrth ceased to be considered as tlrn 
centre of the universe, and the revolution that followed on the abandonment of' 
that idea. In astronomy masses and forces were .fol·merly taken fo r granted; 
m?dos of thought prevailed! wl~ich considered integrals but neglected particles, 
~cience now goes mto the mfimtely small component parts, In biolorry, for 
mstancc, species were once considered exclusi.ve~y, now n ot the iudividuai .mere­
ly, but the component parts of that individual were taken into account. 
P~ycholo,f?y, formerly the science of the indivisible SO\ll or mind, is now the· 
science .ot the elc.ments of the .soul, and this last is treated as a result of infinite­
~y ,sm~ll a_ct.io_ns .. 'I'he same change is .acti-ng in sociology, in political econ.)my. 
Adam Smith rn Ins famous book .dwelt on .the ;wealth of nations on their b1.1rla11cC"· 
of trade, et c. Now the welfare of the incliv.idual is postulatecl' as the basis of 
the scic~~e. In politics _history us.ed to t~lk: of states and the policies of k:,ings 
and :pohtica~ wars, now it treats of the life even of the v illager . The centre of 
gravity. of lustoi:y h11.~ now ~een transported to tho sphere of the individual, an<l 
the pomt of view is entuely changed. The Anarchist mirrht claim the· 
title of synthetic philosopher, were it not for the fact n that Herbert 
Spencer has employed the term and made . it known in a rather different 
sense. The synthetic treatment of life, that is Anarchism for it deals with life, 
:with the small partic~es that make up the: indivi~ual. . E~onomics now ·begjns­
to understand that it mu&t conduce to the satisfact10n of the needs of every 
s~parate indiyidual.. The economist ~ormerly would take the theory of vahrn ancl 
discourse on it not from the facts of life. The exchange value that the p.rofl')ssor · 
t alks about as a benefit to both exchangers is not found in actual existence. ·w11 
consider that political economy must be written (lirectly from tlrn lives of the work· 
ers ; how the wor~ers work and produce wealth and how they are r epaid, or rather 
not i:epaid, and th:-n~eeds never satisfied, that is w)iat we have to enquire into. Eco­
nonucs must cnq mre m to the number o fhours necessary for build in rr a decent hou·se,, 
and ask why the excessive labor of the peasant does not providebhim with such. 
Why has no~ the labor~r to-day all the ·scientific and artistic enjoyments w·hich 
alone make hfe worth living 1 If we pursue our enquiries into the slums of the 
East End, the hou~es_ of the middle-class, the mansions of the rich, the palaces:. 
of the rulers, why is it that everywhr.re we meet with dissatisfaction on account 
of the worry and ha:rrass and pressure of life. We know how the poor live ;. 
that tl~ey cannot prolluce houses such as they require. Surely were­
men's n ches properly used immense numbers might be produced. A hundred. 
years ago man's power of production was low, but his means have now enor·· 
mously increased. We might produce with the present means ever so much 
more th_an .we do, ol: t we don't, because the organisation of society is .bas eel on 
false prrnc1ples. Mrners, for instance, only work three clays a week in order to 
keep. up t_he price of coal. Strikes are produced ev~n by employers themselves, 
and rn tlus_ way human labor is wasted. Not to speak of the military armaments 
·. f the contment, have we not h ere armies and forces to protect the colonies '?" 
Don't we employ vast masses of lab or in producing futilities 1 Think of from: 
three to eight thousand men employed in making silk plush for the American 
·market, an article which I am told is now out of fashion there. "Why do we· 
look fo r customers in Asia or in Zululancl, when we have children at home with 
so many needs to satisfy 1 . . . 

vVe ar e told that employers are necessary fo r the organisation of production, 
but if our books of political economy were written by people that w'orkecl in the­
shops, we should have learned that the waste of human labor even in ~he best 
factories is on an immense scale. I believe it might be reduced by 25 per cent . 
'vithout difficulty. Some two years ago, the clockers in Glasgow struck ; they 
were defeated. Shoduy work was the . consequence. And a fe.w months later tl1c 
employers declared tJiat they were l osrng at the rate of 25 per cent. through th e· 
inefficient work of the discontent ed strikers. 

*This lecture i s being published in full by La Revo'lte. 
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In the present condition of' th ings :V?rkers give only a l ow average. Here a~e 
·i m,ta'nces of the evils of the comp·etitive system of to -day : Bryant an~ May s 
::match o-irls become bald at the age of fourteen because they carry on then hea:d·s 
-tr~ys, ,~hich it would be a saving to tran~port by macbi~1ery . In lace manufact ure 

·' a man ·with his limbs huddfed too-ether bmds two ends of cotton all the day long and 
does nothino- else to the destn~ction of his physique, merely because human labol' 
is so cheap .

0 Hu~an labor is was~ed be~ause protluc~ion has fo r aim the. sale 
·of obj ects which will realise a certau~ profit. ~ro~uction must be re-orgamsecl ; 
the responsibility must not be left with· the capitahs~. Every oire . ought to be 
interested in the prodnction of goods . The commurntj~ as a whole ou:g~1~ t .o l ook 

. ~fter its industry. The business of e~change as.s_umed m bo?lcs on political ec~­
I! omy is not that which is going 'on _m daily life.. ~h.ere i s no . measl'.re of the 

. _.effort of the individual in production. Every ~ucl.iv.i~lual should live well. 
Ren'luner ation cannot be based 0·11 the work of the mdiv1dual producer. Four or 
five h ours a day has been reckoned as enough to ensure the wcll -bein_g .that the 
middle-classes now enjoy. 'l'he r emaining four or five would bestow snmlar wE:ll­
bein tr on the other classes alono- with ai,tistic and scientific enjoyment--but 
thes~ i deas the Anarchists of co~use share with the Socialists. Ji'urthermol'e, the 
Anarchists consider that the interference of the State is a mistake. Take for 

.i nstance 1848. What stood in · the way of Commun~sm, and induced t_he lov:ers 
-0f fr eedom to op~~ose it ~ They thought that Commurn.sm must be orgamsed luer-

,:a,rchfoally. ' But duriug these last fifty years the w~rkers have l~arned to trust 
themselves, and experience has disgusted them with democratic government. 
The Commune idea has made great way. In Fran~e _a.n_d England_ th~ workers 
· peak of the municipalisation of everything. B~1t this is only ~erntonal sep'.1ra­
t ion. Read the Eight Hours Labor Day discussion, and J'."ou !md. t~rnt th? idea. 
crains crround that the oro-anised trade is absolutely sovereign ll1 matters of pro-

: <luctio~. In minino- ma.tters the miners consider that they must be supreme. 
W hen the State proposes to introduce the Eight Hours they are distmstful. '1.'he 
workman now consitlers that the employer is nothing else but a. fifth wheel ~o 
the coach. "Ne Bismal'ckism ! " is his cry of to -clay. Because, even if 

. · tate -leo-islation in la.bor matters could be macle successful, it would 
lead to::. the crushincr of the individual. Home Rule therefore for 
city, fo r village, for ~very separate branch of work is what he proclaims 

· :to-day. 'l'he abolition of the State must therefore come a.bout. Free 
_groupings between producer.s and consumers are bound to ensue. Enforced _la.w, 
pri ons, judges, police, etc., do not improve the public morality, 'J.'he pnso~s 
~re the. great universities of' crime. Judges and police exist to protect the pn­
vileges of t h e minority. Authority is the. crca.tion of wizanls, priests, etc. . 

Dr . Clifford ha.s lately tohl. us that Christ was an Anarchist anJ a Commumst. 
The risin o- in Judrea was imbued with a Communist spirit. 'l'his too was the 
~ase with the peasants' r evolt in the XVI. Century. The Anabaptis~s, for in-

tancc, did not r ecognise any power but the rules of man's own conscience, a.nd 
they hel d t hat property belonged to all. But we have been t'etl on H~man law, 

.:and trained in the theocratical notions of the East, and therefore the itlea of not 
being govern ed seems strange to us. You must throw away more of the ch a.i11s 
-which h ave boun l men down. Compulsion is not necessary to make men work . 
·The lazy people at the ]Jrescnt time receive no real training iu anything. '!'hey 
Jrnow nothing of the real work of life ;_ they cannot make shoes, they ca.1rnot 
build houses, they cannot drive engin es. The universities might be accused. of 

urn.ing out lazy fellows: they are said to teach men to govern; Voil£i, toat ! 
'There i no attempt made in thcnt to turn men's capacities to ac ·ount. Where· 
.:a:re the lazy boys, the la.zy schoolgirls when reproa ched for not being a.t their 
booh i "Why, workiug in the ganlen, working at mn,ki11g mills, toy- eugincs et c. 
Darwin was r eputed a lazy fellow ; so much so that they almost .r efus ed to 

·take him on the B eagle a being worthless for scientific observation. Stevenson 
pent b is time at the wheelwright's shop, aud was called lazy for it. Docs the 

fear of a fine k eep order in a workshop ? No, it is the trade orga.uisation. In 
..France and. Belgium there exists a hierarchy of superintcmla.nts and foremen 
which is not n ecessary here. It is the spirit of his trade which k eeps the worker 

_ <J'Oing, nut supervision. In the mills aucl big workshops of this country there 
is an infinitely sma.11 amount of snperintemlcnce. \Ve Heed not be afraid of the 
·i-esults of th e removal of authority. 

O\ er work in the mine, in the shop, in the clock is now universal, and under 
- uch conditions a man tries to throw away part of his labor. When the work­

hop becomes healthy and beautiful, which it is occasiona.lly in Engla.Hd even at 
_:present, work will become welcome to us ; the man who does not work will be: 
treated as a.n idiot. In Switzerland, where military service is looked upon as a 

·test of p hysical excellen ce, a boy would b e qui t c: depres ed lest he should not be able 
to cuter the service on account of his ch est not measuring the necessary number 
of inches . 'l'his clirectibn of mind., which is stupid. when it treats military serv­
ice l!-S a standard of excellcnec, might be turned to common advantage when meu 
.are engaged in work for society. 

Now as to the mode of action. When a young worker enters a Ra.dical 
,~r ociahst association he is often shocked by what he sees of th e intrigues for 

power than go on. In an Ana.r chist organisation he sees the reverse. Papers 
are printed without authority beiug exccrcisecl. 'l'he ma.n, who can, speaks, the 
other wr ites, aucl so forth ; for the Ani:trchist encourages above all individual 
initiati vc. Try to do what you yourself consider right aud out of that will come 

.a better sort of community. Some ten y ea.rs ago the idra. among Anarchists was 
that they should not have anything to do with strikes or labor questions ; now 

- ~hey thin_k that they must try to take part in the workmen's organisations. This idea 
is srreadrng per s·e, through intercourse with Anarchists. Take the change of ideas 

~durmg the last t en years a.bout Home Rule as ::i.n example of the unconscious 
·-ehang~ i~ the direction of p eople's thoughts. vVe Anarchists have no ·central 
?rgamsation to give orders ; every one has to think and a.et for himself; exper­

_ience _ corrects mistakes. Evolution is not opposed to revolution. In 
_179? it was not the cutting off the aristocrats' heads that was revolution; the 
oasis of that revolution was the lrnasants risi11g themselves antl taking possession 
4 of the l and. As to the people who lost their lives through refusino- to recoo-nise 
t~e abolition of their lJrivileges, they had only themselves to tha~k ; they had 
tnecl to mak e the river flow backwards. A conspiracy against established fact was 

-the cn:use of th e Terror. The rapid abolition of "·orn-out institutions en bloc, 
·t hat i s the mark of revolution ; and such is the law of development. Ll6yd 

1\~ organ t ells .us in his writings that revolutions come to pass rather than evolu-
-.t10ns. N e_w ul~as are kept back by an obstinate minori ty. If Enghnd has had 
no revolution smce 1688 that was because the minority . knew the psychological 
momen t when to make concessions . Unlike the French aristocracy and middle­

·.cla~ses , the English ruling classes have known when to o-ive way. But i f the 
:rul:ng classes become so situated that they cannot give w~y, then a. bloody revo-
lution may be th.e r.esult. 'l'he capacity of the rulers and the capacity of the 

-workers are c~·ucial points in the struggle. Evolution follows revolution. We 
~ ~evelop fevenshly, then enjoy a quieter spell-that is the life of society and the 
life of the species. 

_ Anarchism_ is represented as the p'Brty of violence, But when I look back to 
the acts of violence which I have lived thr"ough during the last twenty years, I 

~se~ the ?5, OOO Paris :v'6rkers ?xterminated by the French property owners in 1\fay 
l 8t! ; tne attempt of the Social Democrat Hoedel and the Repub1ican .N"obiling 

·:.~gamst the German Ji~mperor; the attempt of the Socialif\t Otero in Spain, and 
_in. Italy that of P~ssanante, who was a Mazzinia.n more than anything else ; 
. t~1rty~ two g_allows m Russia, and upon them not one Anarchist ; the Irish N ft ­
i iona.hsts_' vi?lence; a;iid the Anarchist acts of violence during the last fewlyeal's; 
:arr~ I mamtam that violence belongs to all parties, and that they all have recourse 

· ,fo it wh en they lose confi'dence in othe~· means aud are brought to despair. 

Of all parties I now see only one ~a~·ty-the .i\narch:ist.- which res1,:iccts hl:ma.n 
life , and loudly insist upon the abolition of capital pumsh~ent, pn son to1tme 
and punishment of man by man altogetJ:er: .All op1er parti~s tcn;ch every d~y 
their 1i.tter . disrespect of human life. .Ki llmg t~e fo e, torturmg lun~ to death m 
a prison, is their principle. For the rn~erest o_f bondholders they will. massacre 
the miners in the mine, kill passengers rn a trarn, or bon~bard Alexa~dna, s~augh­
tering women and children in the streets: 'l'hey only npen th.e fruit of th~n: o~n 
t eachings. The sacr edness of human life ! Yes, by all ~~ans; hut society it­
sel f must first learn to recognise the sacredrnrns of hum1:1n ~ife, a,nd not t each. the. 
opposite. The sacredness of human life is the great pnnciple of the Anarclnsts. 

CUTTING FROM A BOURGEOIS p APER . 
• ·' I n connection ~vith your article on the importance of the proceeding · i1: ~he 
House of Commons on March 21, it is inte,..esting to note how many pohtical 
developments have dated from the month of March . The Paris Commune was 
inauo·urated on the 18th of March, 1871. The Bill for establishing our Parish 
Com~nune was int:roduced on the 2lst of March, 1893. The Bill establi shing the 
London Commune was introduced on the 19th of March, 1888. H might seem 
that in politics as in vegetation, the month ' of daffodil a.nd starling ' brought ' 
'hours of fruitful birth.' '' 

THE PROP AG ANDA. 

RE.PORTS" 

LONDON-

Dmino- the past month the propa.ganda. has been both vigorous and succes ·ful. 
At the Autonomie Club, the lectures have been very intrrrs'ti11g ancl instructive. 
vVeclnesday, l\Iarch 15th, we h ad the extreme plrasurc of list e11ing to one by our 
individualist friend named Bla.ne, who conkmlccl that private property could ex­
ist without government of any description, but ou being qucstionrcl h e said that 
the private property h e be~itved in was the things which an individ.ua.l wore and 
used. However, when some connacles pr sent informed him that, the p eople 
t o lJc fr ee, common -prop rty must be in exist cucc, h e at once began t o a.rgne as 
th ou <rh h e "·er e dealing with Social Democrats, and actually ·tatcd tlrnt "'~had 
the ."am iclcal a.- St ate-so in.list&. Comra il' · M rlino and 'l'urncr th011 l orn tcLl 
out to him that we wel'e not Sta.t -socialists, but Anar hist Comm uni t .- and that 
w bdicved in ornmon property, t]rnt is to ·a.y, the right of a.11y a.11 l everybody· 
t o work as h e feels lispos1•cl, 0ither in the worki::hop or on the land, and also the 
ricrht to have all t h n rct•ssaric of life in return; not in a11y way t o J1l a.sure out 
wh a.t this or that 11 n.rty ]ias proLlu ed and pay them a cordin gly, hnt, iu so far as 
" ·e believe that all la.bor t hen p erformed '~· ill he of a. 11 e cs ·ary c]rnra tC'r, so we 
t hink that t he producer. will have a right t fully sat isfy thrir dr. ir 'S in r eturn: 
'l'he lecturer then sn.i l t hnt li e could s every litt k cliff r cner irnl Ll b0two n us 
a.ntl himself. - 1\fa rclt 22nd, 'ornrade Merlin lectured 011 "'l'hc Ln.bor l\I v mC11t 
in America," t his, hy th ' way, " ·as a o 11 tin nation of n prr Yious lecture on the 
sa.mc suhj ect. Merlin o point tl ont what form the tlevel p111e1!t of cn.pitalism 
hatl tak rn in America-by th e f ormntions of trnsts and symlicatrs, which were 
n otJ1i11g but huge monopolie.- of differ rnt branch rs of indu.-try. Mrs. Be.-ant had 
s tated that in Arn cri a there i.- neither a Socialist nor \.narchist movcmei1 t , 
which is t rue in so far as th ere arc no particular or crani ations of tl1 .-ort, but 
there is a tremendous amount of propa ganda brin g done in differr11t t rade_ orga.n­
isa.tions by Anarchists, and so011 Pr or later thr fruits of it will h sc011 ; it must 
sho"· itself in some 'rny or other. A very interesting discussion f llowc l; in 
which comrade· Cant wrll, R em y, Pre.-herg a.ml others took pa.rt.- J\farc:h 29th, 
Comrade Barker l ccturC' tl on" An:uchisrn. " An interrsting discussion foll o\Y ed . 
At each of t hese lectures " ·c have ah ·ays ha,d n. goocl sale ol lit<'rntu.r C' , good col­
lections, and duri11 g t he last month four new comrades have com forwanl t o help 
us in our work. 

A course of lectures on Anarcl1i sm a.r e l icing d1•livnc<l, cvrry S\1mla.y rvr.n in (l', 
a.t 8 o' lock, at t he Tailors' luh, ·wa.rclour- stret, Soho; a111011g t 11 lccturC'rs 
h ave bren comrades Barke,-, Mowbray ~ml H.o]all(l. 011 Sm1day, Mn.rch 19th, 
Mowbray sp k c on t lH' P aris '0mmnue. HP t olcl hi.- lwa.r •rs how nohly the men 
and womt>n of Pa.ris had risen up t assert thrir fr nedom ; liut, he saill, t he cau. e 
of their fa,ihue must he our success : th e·y failed Jwcaust' t hey wrre t oo good , too 
tender -h 'artcd. 'l'hcy were 11ot sufficient ly desperate ; they J1 a1l t oo mu h pity. 
vVhen the next fi g ltt eomc!s yon, workmen, must s t rik r. without mercy ; st rike 
without waiting for orders to go fonrnrd, lmt <lepend upon yonr own i11itiativ C' , 
and then your success mu st br sun>. - \Vhrn .Mowbray lrnd finish ed, the a.udic-n ce 
co11.tiuucd applaudiug for some minutes. 

'l'he outdoor propa.ganda. has uecn vc·ry successful. }\[c~ etings ha.vc br.r 11 heltl 
ev ·ry Sunday morniug, ·at 11.30, in Regent 's Pn.rk, J\Iil <~ End vVn.st e, Broa.d-st. 
Soho, auLl Kensal Green; in Fi11slJUl'Y Pn.rk -and Hyc'lc Park, cvrry Sun c;ln.y aftrr­
noon; a11.d eYery Sund ay evc11i11g, n.t 7.30, on Milr Encl \Vas t c. .A.mcrn g the 
speakers have bceen Comr::ttlcs Mowhp.y, Samue] R, J. Tnn1er, Lr.ggatt, l'r r slierg, 
Barker, Lawre11 cc, Tochatti, '\.ttrrbury, Gitt1•ns, Varker ait<l 'a11t\\· cll. - Ahh ongh 
the meetings ha.ve been disco11timH' tl itt Lema11-strcct, th e propa.gand n. iu t ]1 e 
East End ha.s been more successful tlt a. 11 ever. N ew comrnlks hav<' co1.11 e forward, 
and a good, sonncl group is bei11g formed h r.r c and even a. more active propa gn.mln, 
canie<l on.- Uomrades Barker and La.wrc11 cn bring out of r.mpJoymrut, lrnv ' hee1i 
holding good propn.gn.11dn, meetings iu H ycle Park. Thry always attract tre­
mendous a.utli rnces th<' rc', a11d qnitr a.11 inter rst is taken in Airnrchi-sm lJy t hr. n 
aucliences, who st and for hours antl listeu to our corn rnLl cs' (liscourses.-GooJ. 
sale of literat m c at each meeting, and audiences always very attcmt ive. Com .. 
rades should t urn up and help in their rcspecti ve tli s tric-i;s, for although gooll 
work is bei11g done, yet there is more to do, and the more there arc to llo it, the 
quicker we shall realise that ideal which we are workiug for . 

Comrade A. Hen,ry lectured to the East London Ethical Society on "Justice an cl­
Humanity" on la.st F'eb. 19tb, which lecture was reported in a local paper.- On 
March J4th, she also lectured on "the Tendency to Goveri1ment hy Jl,fajorities i;:; 
l{etrogressi'Ve" to the E.L. Ethical Debating Society: the meeting was wdl 
attended and a lively discussion took place . 

Peckham..-'l'he respe~table, JU:w-abiding, church-g-oing inhabit:1nts of tlds 
benighted resort of city-clerkdom, l1ave been startled by the Rppearance of 
Anarchists in the midst of them, openly advocn.ting " tlie wild :1nrl insane 
theories of Anarchist Communism." On Sunday, Mar. 12th, we started active 
open-air propa.gancla. on the Triangle, Rye Ln.ne, comrades Atterburv, Ba.nham 
and another comrade speaking to a large audience ; feeble oppositi'on from a 
State ·socialist disposed of b;r comra.cle Atterb'ttry. 'i\T e afterwards acljc;mrnecl po 
the Pioneer Hall, where a debate had been arra11ged between our com1·ade 
Turner and W. G. Pearson (S.D. F.), on "Anarchist-Commu11ism and Social 
Democracy." Good report in local paper conclu'cling as follows:-" 'l'he 
Anarchist replied in due course, and the meeting seemed to think he hacl the 
best of it." Sunday, ]I.Jar. 19th, large opeii-air ·meeting addressed by ,comr<i,cles 
Leggatt, Banham and Atl;erbury. At 8 in the "Pioneer Hall, addresses were 
delivered on the Comm.nne of Paris, to fi ll enthusiastic though small audience, 
by comrades, Henry, ·wess, Leggatt, Sh:;i.llarcl and Hobart, who pointed out tb~· 
usefulness of the Paris insurrection, and at the same time explained i ts errors_ 

., Good sale of literature at the me eting;; ; we have a~so clistributctl thou.sands of 
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.Anarchist leaflets, old 'W eals, Freedom, etc. Shall be glad of help fro~ com­
rades who can speak in the open-air ; meetings ev:ery Sunday on the Triangle, 
Rye Lane, at 8 o'clock. Peckham comrades are requested to note that the 
'Group meets on the first Wed. in every month, at the Socialist Club, 40a Peck­
ham Rye.- Several of our comrades attend and take part in the discussion class­
es, held every Tl~urs.,· by the local S.D .F . Branch, the discussion generally 
.turning on the question of Government and Anarchy. Thurs . March 9th, com­
rade Banham addressed the members on" Objections to Ana.rchism answered" ; 
the most serious objection coming from a Social Democrat who wanted to know, 
what we proposed to do.if, in a State of Anarchy, there existed a differ·ence of 
opinion as to the best kind of light ! ! ! Verily, Anarchism has :not much to con­
tend against when such as this is a .good sample of the kind of opposition we get 
--and from the -t"ntelligent Social Democrats too ! On Thurs. March 23rd, corn 
rade Hopkins read a very able paper on "the Impos2ibility of Private property 
under Socialism," . several other comrades taking part .-Yv e shall be glad of 
bundles of old ''Freedom," "Commonweal" etc., for free distribution, which 
should be sent, carriage paid , to W. Banham, 40a Peckham Rye, or by dropping 
a postcard, one of our comrades will call for them, if in London district. Occa­
ionally we pay a moonlig·ht visit to the outlying districtf> of Duhvich and Cam­
herwell, and have clone good work with the aid of our invaluable friend, the 
paste pot. On Mon. April lOth, eight comrades have to take their trial before 
the local Branch of the S .D .F . for the crime o-f being Ana:r;chists, and to show 
cause why they should not be expelled. "Thus the Cause goes marching on! "-­
On March 26th, we hart a sple ndid open-air meeting, comrades Banham, Pres­
berg and Saullrnls speaking to an enormous crowd. Slight opposition from 1a 
Mr. Cray, a Social D emocrat, who stood at the last County Council Election 
along with one of the most bitter enemies of Socialism,in the Progress1"ve inter­
est ! Speaking o-f the compositi.Jn of the House of Parliament, he stated that 
these mell merely went there to rob and plunder our class, and says he, " if you 

· sent me there I would do the same ! '· I cannot resist saying a word in corn­
. mendation of t h e ability, shown by our young comrade, Banham, ·who, consider­
ing his age-only 17 or 18 years- dealt with the subject very ably indeed, and 
also replied suitably to some opposition; in fact, he was complimented, after 

· the lecture, by several strangers in the audience. 

PROYTN CES-

Dnnclee.-Comrade Agnes Henry lectured for us on ·vveclnesday, lst March, in 
Vlctoria Hall, on "The 1-tationalBasis of Anarchist Communism." The weather 
was bud, but there was a very fair audience, who listened very attentively, and a 
good d-i<cussion followed. We intend to have her here again, and we would 
recommend groups who have not heard her to endeavour to do so, as she is a 
splendid lecturer, and very able in replying to questions. \Ve intend to start 
open-air meetings shortly. On the second Sunday of the year a debate on 
Bakunine's, " God and the State" was opened, whicli was carried on for seven 
nights, the discussion being very lively. Vve meet in the Operative Mason's 
Hall, and on the sixth night of the debate two of the "Unco' guid" called on the 
Ivia;;on's Committee and complained about such subjects being flisclli;sed. A 
deputation frqm t he Masons paid us a visit, and the week afterwards a shilling 
was added to our r ent. Such is the elevating influence of Christianity. 'Ve 
have everal new members, and hope to oarry on a good propaganda here this 
year. 

Dnulin.-,Veekly Socialist meetings are now be:ng held every Tuesday even­
ing in this city under the auspices of the Fabian Society. J"an . 3lst Adolphu!'; 
Shields le~tured on the "Difficulties and 'Tendencies of Trades -Unionism.'' 
Altbough the lectui·er indicated his belief in the struggles of labour being 
materially aided by Parliament, he stressed in a later part of his paper the 
importan0e of the woman question, and declared that if women did no~ euter 
into the· ranks of the Socialists on equal terms with the men, the Social 
H.evolutiou vvould n ever be an accomplished fact . He advocated the formation 
of Labour Leagues all over Ii eland, which leagues, he believed would accomplish 
such educational work among the labourers and artisans as would reduce to a 
minimum the evils •>f the present disastrous competition between the workers in 
the country, and those in the great centres of industry. 'There were many 
other points of interest touched upon, but these two were sufficient to show that 
even in Ireland, the land of born politicians, there is sprouting up something 
more than a b lind belief in the omnipotence of Parliament. Feb . 7th Comrade 
Fitzpatrick delivered an address on '"Liberty v . Authority"; a fair exposition 
of the principles of Anarchism. In the discussion afterwards the collectivist 
position was maintained by King, Duncan, Varian, Mrs. Dt1ncan and others. 
O'Gorman supporting the lecturers; a very interesting debate taking place. 
'rhe Dublin Socialists held a meeting in honour of the Establishment of the 
Commune, on Saturday, March 18th, at 64, Dame Street, at which addresses 
·were delivered by Shields, Fitzpatrick and O'Gorman. The attendance was 
much smaller th::m on former occasions. 

Edinbm·gh.-On :M:arch 4th, Agnes Henry lectured for the Fabians in Trades 
Hall, Hi~h- street, on" Some Objections to Anarchist-Communism" ; the lec­
ture seemed. to take the wind completely out of the Fabian~' sails, judging· from 
the rather poor nature of the quest.ions and discussion that followed. Here is 
a specimen: a reverend gentleman said that, as humanity could be men in the 
cradle and studied there, and bad to be ruled and governed there, so would 
humanity always ha,.,.e to be ruled and governed. Com. Henry in reply asked 
him at whg.t age humanity became aduli, and who are the adults in humanity, 
and how were we to know them 'I But what the questions and discussion lacked 
in quality , they certaiu1y made up in quantity. Com. Henry had no difficulty in 
disposing of tl.eir objections, and this they did not seem to relish very much. 

Auerdee11 .-0ur op in.air meetings continue to be fairly successful, whilst our 
indo Jr lectures a.re still la rgely attended . In the Oldfellows' Large Hall on Sun­
day li'eb . 5th, Comrade Dunci;m lectmed on the "Unemployed Question." Feb. 
12tb, Dow on the "Corning Change." :Feb. 19th, Duncan on" Revolutionary 
PoeLry ." F eb. 26th, aud 27th, Comrade Agnes Henr:y(London) lectured in the 
Sunday Forenoon on " Anarchist Communism, founded on Science a •. cl fact." 
In the evening on" the Criminal and the Idler, and How to treat them," and ori 
Monday evening on " the Independent Labor Party and Statt Socialists." Des­
pite very storm.~· Wtather large audiences turned up, to hear Comrade Henry 
who was met with some very feeble Social Democratic opposition, but smashed it. 
March 5th, Comrade Duncan lectured on" Communism." 12th, we held a very 
succe~sful Co¥1mune Celebration, Comrades Dow, Duncan, Horne and Shepherd 
speakrng, whilst our musical and elocutionary Comrades added oTeatly to the 
success of ~he ni~~t's propaganda. 19th, a debate " Should Working Men support 
the. Labor t arty 1- Wm.Clark, Mitchell ancl J. Innes Mundis supported the L.P. 
whilst Duncan and Horne attacked it.-Our season of indoor work closes Sunday 
March 26, when Comrade Dow lectures on "the Evolution of Socialism " and we 
are now in a position to say that we have conducted the most successf~l series of 
Socialist and Anarchist lectures, ever held in Aberdetn. Having almost con­
cluded indoor work, we are beginning to make preparations for an attack on the 
country districts . . 

(Summary of Reports held over from last month.) 

Glasgow. -The comrades have been changino- their name and settinCT their house 
in order, for the members of the Glasgow Socialist League are with

0 
few excep-

tions all avowed Anarchists. They make 'it their business to attend the meet­
ings of the Labor Army and the S.D.F., to help them in their discussions. Joe .. 
Burgoyne ha~ been dorng good wor~ among the thou.sane~ men who have been out 
on strike agarnst threatened reductions by Clyde slupbmlders . Bruce Glasiel' isc. 
pegging away with unflagging energy, lecturing S.D.F. 's, Irish Nationalists; 
Spiritualists-making headway among them all.-On F eb. 14th an Anarchist : 
group was form ed in the East Encl of G hsgow, consis ting of twelve en ergetic com­
rades. A program for future meetings has been arranged. Two leaflets are to­
be printed for free distribution, viz., " ·what is Anarchy," from Commonweal 
and '' The Parliamentarian,'' from F1·eeclom. This group is perfectly interna: ­
tional in character, consisting as it does of English, Scotch, French ancl German. 
Meetings are to be held, every Tuesday night, at 46, Mechanics Hall, Canning­
steet, Calton. Anothe1· group is being formecl in the South side of Glasgow. 

Shejfielcl.-The weather bes been against us for outdcor lJropaganda, hut we­
have held several splendid meetings, followed by good discussions, soldiers act­
ually coming forward to defend their principles, u sefulness ·to "Queen and' 
Country," but their arguments were knocked to pieces by the comrades present. 
There is much misery and extr eme poverty in Sheffield just now, and it seems . 
likely to continue. Processions of the unemployed go about with their begging 
boxes and dray, which the men draw with ropes, but they do not seem to get . 
much. They will have to adopt something different to begging before the well­
to -do people will open their eyes. 

Aberdeen.-Successful open-air meetings during February. Indoor audiences .. 
keep up to the covering expenses mark. Comrades rejoice that women begin 
to take interest in their meetings, and several are regular attendants, as well 
as many of the older workmen, the true city-fathers. 

A TOUR IN SCOTLAND. 

ALTHOUGH devoid of that exciting element of "clanger hourly braved," which­
attends the visits of many of our comrades when on some propagandist mission · 
to the lands where a price is set on the head of any well-known Anarchist, never­
theless a tour among our own provincial groups is not withont its interests and·. 
pleasures ; ancl as others besides the l ec turer may feel encouraged and r efreshed 
by h earing something of our comrades aml their doings, I will try to give in· 
brief the impressions made on me by my r ecent visit to the Anarchist Commun­
ist groups in Scotland. 

My time in Aberdeen was pretty fairly divided between l ecturing and 
social intercourse. On the evening of my arrival, Feb. 25th, a goodly gathering­
of the largest Anarchist group I have met with anywhere assembled at the usnaI 
renclezvou:s, Comrade Duncan's house. 

It would be strange indeed if such an active, .u.uited Brotherhood did not make 
the cause of Anarchy known and felt in Aberdeen . Indeed the very existence or 
such a grou1), mostly sprung from th e ranks of the Social Democrats, is in itself' 
a proof of the intelligence and earnestness with which our principles have been 
advocated there . Aberdeen seems to be the stro11ghold of Anarchy in the North, 
though ~ndeed Glasgow bids fair to b e a rival in influence. In Glasgow, how­
ever, the Anarchist Communist comrades are not yet in their club clissociatecl 
from the Social Democrats, many of whom are more decidedly and uncompromis­
ingly revolutionary than any of their frater]'}ity I have met elsewh ere. The 
group h ere is, so· to say, in the process of formation into an Anarchist Commun­
ist group, and in a . month or two will be able to work quite independently of 
their Democratic comrades . Rut though not yet numerous, in energy and en­
thusiasm they seem by no means behind "our boys " in Aberdeen. 

The groups of Dundee and Edinburgh are as yet very small, but in each place­
there are among them m en whose earnestness and determination cannot fail to· 
bring forth good fruit . The m eeting in Dundee was to me as inter esting as any 
I ever h ad the pleasure of addressing ; and the numbers assembled to hear my· 
lecture were much larger than I had b een l ed to expect, t estifying to the activi­
ty of' those who, in spite of great difficulties, had organisecl it. 

In Edinburgh, where I lectured nr..der the auspices of the Fabian Society, our 
comrades have evidently so impressed the Socialists there that a deaf ear is no· 
longer turned to the teachings of Anarchist Communism. 

On the whole, my impression of the movement in Scotland was that it partakes. 
of the national characteristics, and is progressing by dint of h ar cl logical argu­
ment, gripping strongly where once it has taken hold. 

In conclusion I must add that this, my first visit to Sc,otland, apart from the­
encouragcment of meeting with such activity fo r the cause, will ever remain a· 
source of pleasure to me, in remembering the simple h earty welcome with which 
I was gr eeted on every hand. 

AGNES 'HENiff. 

NOTICES. 

LONDON-

Awtonmie Cliib, 6, Windmill-street, Tottenham-court-road, W.-Lectures are· 
given every "Wednesday, at 8 p .m. Admission fr ee ; discussion invited.-Com­
rades are r equested to attend Gommonweal Group business m;:ieting every Tuesday· 
evening, at 8. 30 p. m. 

Tailors' Cliib, 58, vVardour-street, Soho.-The following l ectures will be given 
during the month : April 9th, Mons. Brocher, on "Co-operation in .Practice'.' 
(with illustrations); 16th, J . Tochatti, on "The· ·workmen's Question Consi­
dered; 23rd, Agnes Henry (Freedom Group), on ''The ·vv oman' s P_lacc, in the Lab~~ · 
Movem ent " ; 30th, C. W. Mowbray (A. S. T. ), on" Quack Rem edies for Poverty. 

Peckham.-Freecloin and pamphlets can be obtained at the Socialist Club, 40a,.. 
Peckham Rye, S. E. 

Doncttions to FREEDOM Publication Funcl-H. G. (Cape Town), 10s.; a _DublirL 
Comrade, ls.; from paid admiss ion tickets to the lectures by P. Kropotkmeand 
W. Morris at Grafton Hall, on 5th and lOth March, £7 7s. , minus £2 7s . llLL 
.1.0r hire of hall, printing and postaga expenses . 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE " COlYLMONWEAL " FUND. 

Received by J. Presberg :-N., ls.; Robert Avis, 5s. 

"FREEDOM" 
CAN BE OBTAINED AT THE FOLLOWING NEWSAGENCIES, BOOKSELLERS, ETC.:-

E.c. . j . w. . .ll . t 
W 1 , "}'.;! • l Offi 20 H t 1 · Autonomie Club, 6, Wrnchm -str ee . 

or1ce1:s L•rient ce, , u c uson- N. W. _ 
street, Aldgate. I Mrs. Baker 125 Kentish Town-road. 

W. Reeves, 185, Fleet-street, I ' W C 
S.E. ·T. Cantwell, 24 Sid~1o~th .. mews, Gray's 

- Wirbate, 18, New Kent-road. I;nn-road. . 

Printed and publishecl by C. M. Wilson, 61. St. Augustine's-road, Camden-town,. 
London, N. W. 


