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A WORD IN SEASON. 

THE lost opportunity in Belgium last April ~hould be a useful le5son 
t o R.ll Ann,rchists. There is little doubt that if our comrades had 
deYoted as much energy to an active propaganda in the labor move­
ment as to talking bombs and dynamite, the result, when the oppor­
tunity for action came, would have been very different. What might 
ham been the beginning- of a social r evolution in Belgium has ended in 
a miserable fiasco. The workers have returned broken spirited to their 
round of toil ; the middle classes, by an extended franchise which gives 
them three votes to every one vote of a worker, hl'lve rivited the chains 
more firmly on the neck of the proletariat. . 

·whose fault is it ? 'l'he fc'rnlt of the Social Democratic leaders, who 
have done their utmost to concentrate the attention of the masses on 
electoral reform, and to c~elude them as to the effect such political 
changes can have· in bettering the condition of the people? Surely in 
part their fault. Bnt by no means entirely. 

Comrade Kropotkine, in an article in La Revolte for May 4th, 
addressed, of course, primarily to French-speaking Anarchists, has not 
minced matters. "Are we equal to the occasion?" he asks. Aud in 
the light of recent events does not hesitate to confess that the answer 
~ ust be " No ! " 

It is all ve1·y well, he writes, to criticise the Social Democrats, but 
what have we Anarchist Communistr-; been doing? The Social 
Democrats may have checked the aspirations of the people, but 
what Lave we done to arouse them? The Social Democrats may have 
organised the workers to agitate for petty ~bjects, but what have we 
done towards organising them to agitate for larger ones? The Social 
Democratic leaders may indulge a bourgeois contempt for the masses, 
but are not we inclined to look down on all who have not risen to the 
level of Anarchist ideas.? 

There are Anal'chistR whose Anarchism seems larae1y to consist in 
posing as Terrorists ; but what has such a pose to do

0 
with the reality 

,of Anal'chist Communism? All insurgent parties have prac~ised ter­
rori m in tmn at a certain stage of their development. The French 
clericals had their Charlotte Corday, who stabbed the People's Friend, 
1'1al'at; Italian republicans, German political reformers, Polish and 
Iri h nationalists, a.11 have had their Terrorists: heroic men and women 
who have taken their lives in their hands to individually accomplish 
80llle deed of what they believed to be justice. Of such the Anarchist 
movement has also its share. Quite lately the Belgian Anarchists: have 
had thei1· Moineau, a man who will be counted amongst the noblest 
martyrs of humn.nity. 

We have h:-td our martyrs. Also we have had comrades ready to 
take a hall by assault, ready to defend their arguments by physical 
force, ready to be torn in pieces by enraged adversaries. ·what the 
French and Belgian movements have not yet had is men filled with 
persuasive power~ travelling through all the land, as Favrelli did 
through Spain in the days of Bakounine; winning the attention of the 
earnest and thoughtful in each village, each town, each district ; leav­
ing behind in each place a little group of convinced Anarchists, ready 
to federate with other groups, and thus form a revolutionary nucleus 
for the whole labor party. In Spain this propaaanda formed an active, 
consciously Anarchistic element in the labor 
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movement, which ' has 

never died down. Consequently the Anarchist Socialist movement 
there is larger, sti-onger, more influential than anywhere else. 

It is not one or two but numbers of .such men the Anarchist move­
ment r~qui1·f's at this moment. Men lcnown to the people, like Jack 
Burns is known in England, not merely when they come before some 
law-court to be condemned to penal servitude for some revoh1tionary 
act, but known long and well in the every-day struggles of thelabormove­
ment. Men known, loved and listened to as brothers,. because while 
they hav.e a larger revolutionary ideal they live the sl'tme life, · are pos~ 
se~e~ with the. same hates as the masses, and are ready to risk their 

·skm m any strike and outbreak, however small its immediate object. 
A ~ew men of this sort, and the Belgian uprising would have turned 

out differently. Even if defeated, it would have left its mark on history. 

· .Very many of our readers will find themselves in hearty sympathy 
with th9 point of view expressed in the article we thus summa.riae. For 
some.time past the reports in our propaganda column have shown how 
Enghsh and Scottish Communist Anarchist groups are endeavorina to 
extend their activity through the country round them ; how they ap~eal 
to the people Sunday by Sunday in large open air meetings in summer, 
and by means of a series of indoor lectures and discussions in winter· 
h ~ ' .ow many comrades are taking active part in their trades unions and 
other voluntary labor organisations. Letters from Bristo lately 

show that comrades in that centre have been taking active part in 
the recent labor troubles. There is an obvio11s tendency in the English 
Anarchist movement as it grows to take this practical direction. But, 
comrades, how slow the growth is, and how greatly the tendency needs 
strengthening ! We cannot afford to overlook the lesson of the Belgian 
fizzle. 

If we, as convinced Anarchists, have made up our minds that parlia­
mentary action does moi·e harm than good, it behoves u~ to make ener­
getic use of all other agencies which seem to us less pernicious. W e 
must prote&t against the parliamentary delusion by the way, tut om· 
main work is to use any and every existing voluntary association, 
which we can join without compromise of p1·inciple, as a means for 
introducing the thin edge of the Communist .Anarchist wedge into 
daily soci2'.l life. 

··when evtiry trade union, every co-operative society, every club: every 
voluntary :lssociation of workers lrni> amongst its members seve~·al 
convinced Anarchists, looking at evei·y que~tion from the Communist 
Anarchist point of view, aud steadily and ccntinun,lly pulling in the 
direction of Communist Anarchism, then a trne Social Revolution will 
be an immediate practical possibility. 'i'hen there will be men in every 
district ready to seize the opportunity offered by a great ::;trike, or even 
a political disturbance or war. Let ns coutinue to form specijal Com­
munist Anarchist groups for mntnal help in di1·ect propagandist work. 
Let all who can do so devote their time to public i:;peaking :1,11d writing. 
But let us take warning by Belgium and avoid the fatal mistake of 
standing aloof from the daily practical interf:lsts of the mass of our 
fellow workmen . A true Social Revolution can never be brought about 
by a few enthui:;iasts. It is a change wrought throughout the inmost 
depths of the people ; a change of h eart a.nrl miud and spirit in enor­
mous masse111 of men. Those over whom this chitnge has already 
passQd can only hasten it amongst their fellows by entering into and 
~haring their lives. 

The Hu.II Strike. 

OBSERVATIONS BY ONE ON THE SPOT. 

THE old town of Hull has been awakened into ::ictivity by a di!!pute of 
gigantic proportiona between capital and labor. The usually peaceful 
aspect of Hull has been cha,nge.d; where once were quiet citizens, now 
11oldiers with drawn swords, policemen with batons in their hands, riot, 

· disturbance, fights, stone-throwing, etc., can be seQn instead. The 
cause of the strike is still fresh within the memol'y of most i·eadera of 
Freedorn, i.e., how the shipowners determined to open what they termed 
a Labor Bureau, where tho~e who regi~tered themselves would receive 
a preference of work-which means that the trades unions would be 
broken. The local dockgr5' union, seeing this, in the fir~t instance came 
out on strike as a protest against the covert attempt to bring about the 
disorganisation of the dockers. And from that moment a bitter war 
has bee~ waged, so fiercv and determined that· it has filled the Shipping 
Federation with dismay. The poor dockers, with no funds at their 
back, were thought to be an easy prey for the capitalists, but they made 
a grievous mistake, for the dockers have turned out to be heroes in 
their troubles, and funds have poured into the town for theil' relief. 

This strike has done much good for Socialism, and revolutionary ideas. 
Amongst old trades unionists the thought has been expressed to me 
that we are nearer the Revolution than many think. One in particu­
lar, >vho is very popular in Hull, confided to me that, although he was 
a law-abiding man, if the day of Uevolution came, he himself would 
help to fight on the side of.labor, and would be willing to die if nece£­
sary. And so on amongst the rank and file. Many h!tve boen con-' 
verted to Revolutiona.ry Socialism who have up to now been haltin' 
between Revolutionary v. Constitutiomd methods for the regeneration 
of society. 

I was present when the first attempt was made to unload the ship 
Romeo with free (?) laborers. And what a sight greeted my eyes. 
Truly has it been said that the scum of the earth had been gathered 
together by the clever capitalist to outwit honest labor. They appeared 
to be men and boys who were willing to sell themselves to any one as 
long as they were paid tor the bargained wo1-k. And I believe that 
they would as soon have "improved someone off the face of the earth" 
as merely kill a flea. About twenty "free" laborers on the ship, twdve 
police guarding it, and nearly a thous·~.nd dockers and spectators watch- · 
ing. A sight to make a cynic smile. The peaceful dockers calmly 
contemplating the "free " la borers at their attempt to work were jeered 
at and exasperated by the "free" laborers. And when the first bale 
was thrown from the ship on to the qun.y. the stevedore, within 3 yards 
of where I stood, calmly looked the dockers in the face (patting hi, 
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trouser pocket in which his revolver was secreted), and said, "This is 
the first bale, there are more to follow." When the di1;rner hour ap­
proached, an attempt was made by the "free" la?oi~e1~s to leave th~ 
ship, the stevedore takino- the" lead and boldly walkmg mto the crowd 
of strikers. In m1e mo;ent the crowd was upon him, in another ?e 
had drawn his revolver: keeping the crowd back. The twelve police 
had all their work cut out to save his life. I expected to see the hand­
ful of police and "free" Jaborers pushed into the dock. The strikers 
were timid, or else they would have done it. A rush was made for the 
shed a, couple of hundred yards away. The crowd followed. It vent.ed 
its wrath ill stone-throwing, some of the "free" laborers and poh?e 
being badly hit. The rush became a race: a stampede. So close chd 
the crowd press the police that the stevedore, finding hi:mself out .of · 
breath and in danger, drew his revolver again, fired twice into the air, 
and by this ruse they gained the shecl. Thousands of people gathered 
round it, and the general expectation was that the police would be 
worsted, and the shed att acked . But the police . arrived by sc?res, no 
more work was done that day, and little has been done since. And 
since that day the revolver has been a prominent weapon in the hands 
of the "free" laborers. 'rhe gunsmiths of Hull have been doing a 
roaring trade; one shop in particular .having sold out the whole stock 
two or three times. 

Of the gross misrepresentations one instance must suffice, thouo-h 
many might be given. The Hull Dc1,ily News of May l 7th contain~d 
"Another brutal outrage on a Free Laborer." It went on to state how 
the man was attacked in a brutal manner, knocked down, kicked and 
left insensible. The injuries of the man were duly described--a ~calp 
wound, a fractured collar bone, and internally" an awful rupture," and 
so oi1. The victim's name was Moran. Now, an account ·so full and in 
which a.11 the circumstances are clearly .pointec;l. out most people would 
suppose to be correct, yet the following day, lYlay 18th, appeared a let­
ter from Frederick Wilson, surgeon in charge of the case, in which he 
declares that Moran's_ collar bone. is not fnwtiw-ed, that he had no inte·i·­
nal 1·uptu1·e, and that Moran was out. 'l'hat there lfave been outrages, 
and most serious ones, we all know ; not by the men on strike, but by 
the servants of the law--the men in blue. 

It may here be stated that, during the last fortnight, a local satirical 
jour1ial, 'Ph~ Cr-it·ic, has done good service by sending out a halfpenny 
edition daily, defending the men. 

When the great fire broke out; of course it must be the wor k of the 
men on strike, and a cock-and-bull story was told that a man was seen 
to run away from the place when the fire broke out. Another story 
was t~at some of the clock:e1 s' wives had been watching for hours, ex:. 
pecting the fire to break out. But nothing has been discovered as to 
its origin, and it would be folly to give an opinion. 

With regard to the strike itself, the Shipping Federation is triumph­
ant. And the terms on which the men return to work ought to con­
vince every one of the utter folly of mere sectional struggles. At the 
first there were two measures either of which might have been success­
ful, but neither of which would the leaders of the dockers adopt. One 
was to make the strike national ; the other was to get out the engineers · 
of all the vessels belonging to the port of Hull . . But from the first the 
leaders appeared to be very tender towards the feelings of certain 
members of the Federation. They did not wish to widen the breach. 
They hoped all would again be friends. And that was to be the be-all 

N. B. This should be a lesson to all workers. If the police allow 
"free'' laborers to carry revolvers, the workers should also have some 
in case of need for defence. One "free" .laborer was killed by clumsy 
use of firearms, one unionist was shot in the thigh by a " free " labor 
agent, heads have been split by the dozen, the Infirmary contains some­
thing like thirty patients through this strike, and hundreds have been 
batoned by the police. All quays and promenades are closed to the 
public, no one can go on them wiLhout a pass from the dock company. 
Wilson's firm has len t a ship as a floating police station, and two gun­
boats are in the river in case of a riot. The street in which I live was 
twice . cleared by the police in the most violent manner ; the police 
(nearly a hundred of them) 'tl.Sing brutal force in compelling people to 
go into their houses . . Men were knocked about shamefully. The polic~ 
even went into terraces off the
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street to make people go into their 
houses. The shrieks of the women as the police used their staves on 
the crowd were appalling. The police in Hull are not men but fiends. 
In one of the rows the police batoned a boy so that he had to be carried 
down to the hospital. In another instance they struck down an old 
man with one arm, who for years had acted as night watchman for 
ships. I have seen such brutal violence on .the part of the police that, 
had the crowd att empted to retali:~1,te, the police would have richly 
deserved it. '.l'he worker is a plodding creature and slow to learn, or 
these things would not happen. He lets himself be starved, batoned 
and shot down. Truly he is slow to learv.. And why is all this trouble? 
Simply because capital wishes to play the.deuce with labor. And,slow 
as he is, the laborer is waking up to his rights, and objects. 

· and end-all of all the fiery speeches, of the mom;ter meetings and.the 
processions of the men day by day. The strike has been a display ·of 
patient suffering on the part of the men, of empty bounce and practical 
folly on the part of the leaders. . 

The Hull Socialists have been doing a fair amount of work for their 
cause. Thousands of F1·eedorns, Comrnonweals, and t racts etc. have been 
distributed broadcast amongst the st r ikers. Lectures have been given 
to the dockers by members of the Club Liberty, and .our banners have 
done good service at all the meeting~ and demonstrations. You have 
perhaps seen a pictur·e of one of these in Black and White, where our 
banner is conspicuous, with the motto " Is liberty worth :fighting for ? " 
This sitrike has been a grand oppurtunity for spreading our aims 
amongst those workers who do not yet understand what Socialists want . . 
They are learning a bitter lesson. . They find tha t capitalism is only 
friendly towards labor when it can squeeze out its life's blood. I hope 
that the workers will take thEi' present crisis well to heart and remem­
ber how they, their wives and children have starved. 

. G. E. CONRAD N AEWIGER. 

Hull, May 8th. 

So:M:E - LATER REFLECTIONS. · 

. The strike at Hull has been an unfortunate affair. From th~ begin­
ing there were but little hopes for the men. Not but that their spirit 
was good ; but the bulk of them had suffered terribly during the winter. 
Long .before last Chr~stmas? after a full and careful investigation by 
the unemployed committee, it appeared that there were entirely out 
of work, 6,000 men; working about three days a week, another 3,000; 
and about 6,000 more on one or two days a week. The most .determined 
efforts were made to induce the local authorities to find some kind of 
employment, but to no purpose. At last the Mayor was induced to open 
a public subscription, but it was a miserable failure. There was no 
sympathy for the men. Indeed, the poverty of the riverside worker~ 
excites no surprise, and their misery excites no pity . . Almost every­
where there is a cold, heartless, brutal indifference to the condition of 
the workers. 
T~us when the strike began there was very little sympathy expected 

from the public, as it is termed. But the men did expect fairness and 
impartiality. These, however, were among the last things that should 
have been expected. From the first day of the strike the press was 
dead ag~inst t~e workers, with the exception of the East Morning News. 
The Daily Mail and the Hull Daily News day by day sent forth their 
columns o~ abu~e and gro~s misrepresentaion. The slightest incident 
was magmfied mto a terrible outrage, while almost numberless letteri 
appeared daily calling ori the men to return to their work, to ca~t aside 
the paid agitatm·s, who were living in luxury on the pence of the 
workers, an~ who we~e the only tymnts from whose oppression the men 
suffered! And these monstrous statements are continued from day to 
day. · 

The· Shipping Federation, we are told, represents £1,000,000,000 
(one thousand millions sterling), and controls over five millions tons of 
shipping. A levy of sixpence a ton would realise over £125,000 for 
fighting purposes. And to attempt to fight such a. power by a mere 
sectional strike was sheer madness. But here comes the difficulty cind 
th,e danger: these so-called leaders do not, and apparently cannot, com­
prehend the vast change that has already taken place, and is develop-. 
ing more and more every day. The Shipping Federation is a huge 
national organisation, around which will ere long rally the whole capi­
~alist interest of the country. Even now it can.at any time disorganise, 
if not paralyse, our whole import and export trade. But, from its very 
nature, .it is bound to become .international, and that at no·clistant date. 
And although the Federation is essentially revolutionary in relation to 
the general conditions on which the struggles between labor and capital 
have been based up to now, all the Powers that be are on the side of 
the Federation. The 'Fedemtion is rich and powe'lful. -

As soon as the strike began the Hull Corporation asked the assist-
ance of other Corporations, who responded by sending to H ull some 
hundreds of the men in blue. The national government could not be 
behind the Corporations, so it sent the military and the gunboats. And 
the~e things will take place. We may grumble, we may condemn. 
It is useless. . The Powers that be believe in action ,· they depend on 
accomplished facts. And tyranny will not fall by a mere blast of trum ­
pets. We want to fully comprehend the changed conditions by which 
we are surrounded. If the leaders of the labor movement cannot do 
this, they must give place to others wh~ can. We must have unity 
between thought and action. And we must have consistency, con­
sistency in all its fulness. There must be no more abandonment of 
principle for some base compromise. No more surrender of the claim 
for justice for the sake of some miserable measure of expediency. The 
old story that half a loaf is better than none does not and cannot apply 
to principle. The workers as a body have got to become revolutionary. 
The forces Rrrayed against them are revolutionary and international. 
The workers must rise and become equal to the occasion, and be pre­
pared to conquer. All the fine talk about acting constitutionally or by · 
constitutional means .is simply absurd. There is no such thing as con­
stitutional means if your movement is powerful and your action dan­
gerous to the Powers that be. 

The strike at Hull is one of the signs of the times. It contains a 
lesson which every worker should learn and should never forget. It 
indicates the basis on which in future will be carried on the war 
between capital and labor. 

Hull, May 19. J. SKETCHLEY. 

A Step-son. of Society. 

Two comrades have sent us some particulars of the life of C. C. Davis, 
who was l,a,tely sentenced at Birmingham to fifteen month~' hard labor, 
on the pretext that he had desired to steal some jewellery, which he 
threw into the street, from a shop-window-as a protest against the 
cruel injustice of society-which we publish, knowing tha.t they will 
interest our readers. 

It seems that Davis'~ father was a stevedore, who met with ;:i, serious 
accident that rendeYed him incapable of undertaking such heavy work, 
and he thenceforth struggled to support himself and his family as a 
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crossing-sweeper. He was a man of harsh nature, which the conditions 
of his life did not help to soften, and hi::; tv.'o sons, our comrade being 
one, were treated with rig-or, even extreme cruelty. 

Often on the brink of sta.rvation, Davis once as a 1riere child wa8 
driven by pangs of hunger, aggravated by witnessing those of a brother 
he loved, to pawn a coat of his father'~ to obtain food. The father pro-
ecuted him for this, and so our comrade at an early age had an exper­

ience of prison. Wbeu free to retun1 home, if one could call such a 
hell upon earth home, Davis saw his brother die from absolute want : 
a grim lesson that bore fruit. 'l'hen the fathe1· turned him out for a 
year and a half upon the streets. At .this time he was but eleven years 
old . "'What education he got was from a Catholic sehool-and the streets. 
Little ·wonder that Davis grew up to be a street-ruffian, a terror to all 
respectable folk, oftener in prison than out, But abbut seven years ago, 
chancing to be on Clerkenwell Green, Davis heard an exposition of 
Socialism, from Champion we believe. The dream of a future where 
hunger and prison would be unknown, and the t ender child-life be 
regarded as society's most precious trust, instead of being cast into the 
gutter, :filled Davis with strange thoughts. A hope was kindled in his 
mind that.like his body had so long been denied its proper food .. Fresh 
energy was kindled within him, a regeneration, as the orthodox would 
call it. The old racketty life became a thing of the past, he had found 
something to live for, to worl-.: for . Then came a period of steady work, 
as a carter, a la.borer, a ·brickmaker. · With the manuai toil went on 
the brain evolution. The loafer and rowdy became a Socialist and then 
an Anarchist, passing, as our informant says, " from the lowest type of 
character to one of the highest morality, as we who know him can tes­
tify ." I-:Gs change of life opened up for him the world of imagination. 
Books became his best friends. At one time he was never seen without 
a volume of Shelley in his hand. His passion for disorder had given 
place to a · passion for the English classics, from which in his quaint 
way he would often quote. For four years we have known him as a 
faithful, .active comrade, who has done much t.o propagate ideas of true 
Socialism in the brick fields and in the gas-stokers' union. 

Up to last October Davis was employed in brickfields at Harlesden . 
When his work there came to an end, he resolved to try his luck in the 
mid~ands, and for that purpose went on foot to Birmingham, where he 
found a few comrades . With them he cast in his lot through the bit­
ter winter. Every mol'ning he ·was out in the small hours looking for 
work, but, like so many others, in Yain. At last his savings were 
exhau ted, and January found him pennibss, obliged to subsist on the 
O'enero ity of comrades, who were scarcely better off than he. And so, 
on the morning of Ja,nuary 27th, he drew attention to his condition by 
:-;mashing a jeweller's window (see report in March J?1 ·eedoni). 

It i not surprising that a nature such as this was beyond the nar­
row comprehen ion of an English magistrate, or that of the Birmingham 
daily press. Mr. Muirhead of Harborne wrote to the Birmiiigham 
paper to appeal fol' a reconsideration of the sentence on our comrade, 
which he called a "'judicial blunder." The Assistant Recorder profes. ed 
~believe that Davis "would ha,ve carried away some of the jewellery 
if he had not been stopped," but in his heart of hearts Soden knew as 
well as Mr. Muirhead that Davis's action was no attempt at theft, but 
a "prote t against a system of society,'' whereby he spoke not only for 
him elf but for the toiling and oppressed millions of the world. To a 
man who has gone t:Q.rough sufferings, snch as Davis ha · endmed, 
fifteen months in prison are only fifteen months of comparative ease . 
May the time pass for him as a "forty days in the ·wilderness," a 
eclu ion that may bring fo1·th great thoughts and greater deeds! 

TrlE 
CONQUEST· OF BREAD. 

By PETER KROPO'l'KINE. 

CHAPTER III.-ANARCHIS'l' COMMUNISM. 

I. 

Ev~RY _society which has abolished private property will be forced we 
mamtam, to organise itself on the lines of Communistic Anarchy. 'An­
ar.chy l.eads to C_ommunism, and _Communism to Anarchy, both 
-alike bE}mg express10ns of the predommant tendency in modern societies 
the struggle for equality. ' 

Time was when a peasant family could consider the corn which it 
~ew, or t~e woollen garments woven in the cottage, as the products of 
its own toil. But even then this way of looking at things was not quite 
correct. Tl;ere were the roads and the bridges made in common, the 
swamps dramed by common toil, and the communal pastures inclosed 
by h~dges which were kept in repair by each and all. If the looms for 
weavmg or tl;e dyes for coloring fabrics were improved; that profited 
all; so even m ~hose days a peasant family could not live alone, but 
was dependent m a thousand ways on the village or the commune. 
. But now-a-days, in the present state of industry, when everything is 
mterdependent, whe~ each branch of production is knit up with all 
the .rest, the ~ttempt to claim ai1 individualist origin for the products· 
of i_ndustry is absolutely untenable. The astonishing perfection 
attame~ by the textile or mining industries in civilised countries is ·due 
to the simultaneous development of a thous~nd other industries, great 
an~ small, to the extension of the railroad sy~tem, to inter-oceanic navi­
gat10n, to the manual skill of thousands of workers, to a certain 
standar? of culture reac~ed by the working classes as a whole, .to the 
1abors, lll s~ort, of m~n m every corner of the globe. 

The Italians who died of cholera while making the Suez Canal, or of 

anchylosis in the St. Gotlrnrd Tunnel, and the Ame1·ic:ms mowed down 
by shot and shell while fighting for the abolition of slavery, have helped 
to develop the cotton industry in Frnnce andEnghtnd, as well as the \Vol'lc­
girls ~·vho 1angnish in the factories ot l\fanchester and Rouen, and tl:e 
inventor who (foUowing the suggestio11 of f;Ome worke1') succeed<: m 
improving the looms. · 

How then shall we estimate the share of each in the ric~rns .which all 
contribut~ to amass? · 

Looking ;;i,t prodnction from _thi::; general, synthetic poin~ of view, we 
cannot hold \vith the Collectivists that payment propo1·t1onate to the 
hours of labor rendered by each would be an ideal arrangement, or 
even a step in the right direction. 

Without discus8ing whether exchange value of goods is really 
measured in existing societies by the amount of work necessary t o pro­
duce it-according to the doctrine of Smith and Ricardo, in whose 
footsteps Marx has followed-suffice it to say here, leaving ourselves 
free to return to the subject later, that the Collectivist ideal appears 
to us untenable in a society which considers the instnunents _of labor 
as a common inheritance. Startino- from this principle, such a society 
would find itself forced from the
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very outset to abandon all forms of 
wages. 

We are persuaded that the mitigated Individualism of the Collectivist 
system could not exist alongside~ partial Cmmunism-the nationalisa­
tion of land and the instruments of production. A new form of 
property requi1·es a new form of remune1·ation. A new method of 
production cannot exist side by side with the old forms of consumption, 
any more tha.n it can adapt itself to the old forms of political organis-
ation. · 

The wage->::ystem arises out of the individual ownership of the land 
and the instruments of labor. It was the necessary condition fo1· the 
development of capitalist producticm, and will perish with it, i.. pite 
of the attempt to disguise it as ''profit-sharing ." . The common pos­
session of the instruments of labor must necessarily bring with it the 
enjoyment in common of the fruits of common labor. 

vVe hold further that Commnni m is not only desfrable, but that 
existing societies, founded on Individualism, ewe inevitc£bly ·impelled in 
the dii-ection of Communism. 'l'he development of Individualism during 
the last three cent·uries is explained by the efforts of the individual to 
protect himself from the tyranny of Capital and of the State. .B or a 
time he imagined, and those who expressed h is thot~ght fol' him declar-etl, 
that he could free him ·elf entirely from the State and from society. 
"By means of money," he said, "I cn.n buy all that I need ." But the 
individnal W<1S on a wrong tack, and modern history has taught him to 
recoguise that, without the help of all, he ca11 do nothing, although hi " 
strong-boxes n.rn full of gold . · 

In fact, alongside this current of Individualism, we find in all modern 
history a te11dency, on the one band, to retain all that remain of the 
partial Communism of antiquity, and, on the other, to establish th6 
Communi::;t p1·inciple in the thousand developments of model'n life. 

As soon a::; the communes of the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth cent­
uries had ::;ucceeded in emancipating themselves from their lords, 
ecclesiastical or lay, their communal labor and communal con umption 
began t.o extend and develop rapidly. The township-and not private 
person - freighted ships and equipped expeditions, and the benefit 
arising from the foreign tr'.1de did not accrue to individuals, but was 
shared by all. The township also bought provisions for their citizens. 
Traces of these institutions have lingered on into the Nineteenth Cent­
lll'y, and the folk piously cherish the momory of them in their legends. 

All that has disappeared. But the rural township still struggles to 
preserve the last traces of this communism, and it succeeds-except 
when the State thl'ows its heavy sword into the balance. 

Meanwhile new organisations, based on the same principle-to evm·y · 
m,a,n c£ccorcling to his needs-spring up under a thom,and different forms; 
for without a certain leaven of Communism the present societies could 
not exist. In spite of the narrowly egoistic turn given to men's minds 
by the commercial system, the tendency towards Communism is con­
stantly appearing, and influences our activities in a variety of ways. 

The bridges, for ~he use of which a toll was levied in the old days, 
are now become public property and free to all; so are the hiO'h roads, · 
except in the East, where a toll is still exacted from the tra~eller .for 
every mile of his journey. _ Museums, free libraries, free schools, free 
meals for children; parks and gardens open to all; streets paved and 
lighted, free to all ;· water supplied to every house without measure or 
stint-- all such arrangements are founded on the principle: "Take what 
you need." 

The tr~mways and railways have already introduced monthly and 
annual season tickets, :vithout limiting the number of journeys taken ; 
and lately a whole nat10n, Hungary, has introduced on its railways the 
zone system, which permits the holder to travel five hundred or a 
thousand miles for the same price. It is but a short step from that to 
a uniform charge such as already prevails in the Postal Service. In all 
these innovat~on~, . and a thousan~l others, the tendency is not to 
measure the mdiv1dual consumption. One man wants to ti-avel a 
thousand miles,_ another ~ve hundred. 'rhese are personal rel!f_uire­
ments. There is no su:ffi_cient rea~on ~hy one should pay twice as much 
as .the other because h_is nee.cl is. t;v1ce ~s gre3:t. Such are the signs 
which appear even now m our Ind1viduahst Societies. 

(11iJ be continued.) 

Glasgow Anarchists are ne_gotiating for a Teprint of the Chicago Anarchists' 
Speeches. Shon!d ~hey obtam support from the various groups or individuals 
they propose

1 
prmt~ng. tw:o. or th1·e~ ~housand, which will come much cheaper 

al_l round. Gr.oups or ~nd1v1duals w11lmg to take a quantity please communicate 
with J. G. Anders,on, 105, . I~ondon-street, Glasgow. 
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Important. 
An Inte1·national Wo1'lcers' Cong1 ·ess is to he held 1:n A ugiist at 

Ziwicli. Coni?'Ctdes i01:ll 1·emmnber how, Clt the klst Congress Clt B1·u,ssels, in 
1891, the Ancl1·chist delegcites were l1.wned O'ut wlwlesaJe ON 'l'HE GlWUND OF 

THEIR OPINIONS, thoiigh d'uly Clcc1 ·edi ted by nilrne1·01.ls lclbo1· orgclniscltions. 
We Anclrckists don't expect cmy very serious ?'esultsfi·o1n meetings whe1·e 
1nen go to hold iip thei1· hcmds fm· nsoliitions wMch they don't see their 
way to CW'1"!J out by thei1· own eff'cn·ts-Demonst1·at1:ons on the lst qf jJtfety 
in fclvo·1· of Cl legcil eight-hou1· dcly. Clnd such like. Biit we hold that intm·­
national congresses qf woi·kers cire chiefly of use in b1·in;riny clbout Cl sense 
of solidcln.ty cind cornrnon nnde?"Stclnding, cmd A ncwchis.t w01·lcers, who f eel 
their place 'lS wmong thei?" fellow wol'lcrnen, W'ish cllso to tcdce thei1· sha1·e in 
discussions nlating to the fritei·ests of lcibm· cind to exp1·ess thefr own views 
thereon. 11lw!J do not see why, simply becm.ise they ewe A nm·chists and 
hcive tliei?" own convictions cibout the lcib01· question, they slwitld be w·bitrct­
.1·ily expelled fi·orn et cong1·ess met to cl?:sciiss tlie intei ·ests of lcib01· ,- especicilly 
ivhen they attend at the wish qf bodies of fellow wo1·lce1·s to put f01·wa1·d the 
f,clecis of those bodies. They believe thcit if the English dele,qcites lutd unde'l'­
stood whclt wcis going on Clt B1·ilssels they would lwve withstood the 
a1·bitm1·y p1·oceedings of the )Jtf a1·xist cliqiie the1·e . Seveml Cornniunist 
A ncwcliists the1·efo'l'e who a1·e mernbers of the i1,nions of their vci1·ious t1·cides 
p1·opose to i c;sue Cl circular, Clddressed to cill B1·1·t1'sh lcibm· 01·gcm1:scltions, 
1·e11iinding them of w licit took place ctt Brussels clnd calliny 'upon tlie'lli to 
demand fcii?- play fo1· the A ncwchist lclb01· delegcltes at Ziwich. Silch et 
c'i1'Cula,1· will p?"Obably hctve its ~feet upon all fclfr minded lclb01· associations. 
All A ncirchist comrcldes belongi1ig to cmy tnide nnion in Englcmd, Scot­
la,nd 01· 11·elcincl who ci1·e willing to sign s1.ich n ci?"Culci1· ewe 1·eqiiested to 
co1nm·unicate cit once with TV. Wess (London Society of Compositm·s) 01· 
J . Tu'l'ner (United Shop Assistcmts' 'Union), Clt 61, St. Ailgilstine's-1·ocid, 
Ccimden-town, London, .N.1V. 

N 0 TES. 
LABOR DAY IN HYDE PAitK. . 

Only six or seven hundred London Socialists had the courage of their 
convictions, and "vith about six hundred Jewish Anarchists and trades 
unionists from the Ea.st End came out on Monday, May lst, to demon­
strate their rights as men. About 3 o'clock on the a fternoon of that 
day, a procession, small in number, but significant of big things enough, 
pa.;;sed through the gates of Hyde Park, marching to the :Marseillaise 
towards the Reformers Tree, where under the Anarchist banners an 
enthusiastic meeting of between four and five thousand people was 
earnestly addressed by Cantwell, Wess, Mowbray, Samuels, Landauer 
(Editor of the Soz·icdist, ~erlin), Louise Michel, Merlino, Yanovsky, 
Agnes Henry, Turner, Gittins, Barker and other well-known comrades. 
After the meeting many knots of workers remained seriously discussing 
the points raised. A good many of the police, both "plain and colored," 
listened attentively to the speeches, and were, we· hope, much benefited 
thereby. 

MAY 7TH IN HYDE PARK. 
The following 8unday, under the impression that late is better than 

never, the bulk of the trade unionists, Fabians, S.D.F.s and Hammer­
smith Socialisfa took the field. The police had arranged e\ erything for 
them, so that it was quite a spectacle to see the various guilds entering · 
the park, banda playing, banners flying, filing right and left, and group­
ing th~mselves r'Jund their appointed platforms, the prettiest of which 
was the Fabians', decked with the palms and laurels of victory. Some 
said, they mistook the Fabians for the '.' United Greengrocers," or a 
party of bean-feasters, but that was mere envy; the only mistake was 
that the Fabian bower can scarcely have been impervious to all the 
winds that blew in the park that day. 

CoNcEnNING THE SPEECHES. 

It was of course impossible to hear all the speeche5. Twtnty-four 
platforms and twenty-four times that number of speakers, not to men­
tion the addresses delivered from the Anarchists' trestle under the tree; 

it was difficult to choose , We wandered up and down, selling F1·eedom, 
distributing back numbers and listening to what chance brought us 
within earshot of. From the Fabian bower we heard Bernard Shaw 
discourse upon " top hats." In the name of his society he offered. a 
brand -new topper to the first clerk who would become a member, and 
for every ten members brought into the society by any young man thus 
beguiled, another new top-hat was to be the reward. From other quar­
ters we heard equally business-like speeches. It was evident that 
Socialistic, to say nothing of revolutionary, ideas had beer;i left at home 
with the workday clothes, and ~ost of the audience seemed to be out 
merely for a lark. The spirit that animated the much huger throng four 
years ago wa.s altogether missing. Only a faint whisper of it was audible 
here and there. Andrews (Navvies' Union, Platform No. 4) said:­
We are told that if we get an eight-hour day the capitali:.:;ts would slope; 
His answer to that was, let them slope. It reminded him of his own 
brother, who, having lived with him for three years without paying 
anything for board or lodging, on being grumbled at, threatened to run 
away from home. Mighty shouts went up fro1'!". the men gathered to 
hear J ~hn Burns, who, in his speech, made use of an elaborate metaphor 
about the "Labor Christ crucified by Capital on the cross of machinery 
and inventive power, between two thieves, Landlordism and Capitalism. 
The legal eight-hour day, he said, was the pa1·liamentary pincers which 
should pull the n~ils out of .Christ's hand and feet, take his cross down 1 

break it in pieces, bind up his wounds and send him away." Yes, pro­
vided the parliamentary pincers set to work before the Labor Christ 
has yielded up the ghost. In that case we mu::;t only wait in the hope 
of a glorious resurrection in the hearts of the enti1·e people, when cru­
cifiction will be impossible and parliamentary aids known to be what 
they are, merely tools that come into play when all the hard work is . 
done. Ben Tillett made some foolish remarks about the dockers going 
on to minimise hours of labor until tbey worked no longer than they 
did in Belgravia, which only shows how little some of the la.bor leaders 
understand the true dignity of labor. Do they suppose the ideal life for 
human beings is one of uselessness and idleness? 

AN .AJWHISllf IN BERLIN. 

Meetings were held by the Ana.11chists and the Independents on May 
Day. About 600 were present at the Ana1·chist meeting in Schutzen­
haus. ComrR.de Weise explained the histo1·ical development of t he May 
Demonstrations, aud that Ana1-cl1ists demanded uot a legal eight-honr 
day, but far more serious changes from bourgeois society, which after 
all "rests merely upon the proletarian in the red coat." Comrade Her­
mann wished the Anarchist and Independent parties to unite. Comrade 
Plesr;;, enumerating "dange1·ous men," had just come to the Emperor 
when the cry of " 'Ware spies " was heard, nnd the police then at once 
dissolved the assembly. Thereupon the Anarchists formed in pl'ocession 
and marched to the Independent Socialist meeting. After Feeler's May 
Day address, the Anarchists joined in the discussion, and Hermann urged 
the Independents to join them in the common struggle against the 
longstanding tyranny of capitalism and imperialism and the new t yr:tnny 
of Social Democratic b,_~reaucrncy. 

It is greatly to be wished that this fusion may take place. Co1111'3.de 
Landauer's lecture (see reports) implies that the Independents lrnve 
already reached the negative side of Anarchism, but ar e ~till confuseJ 
as to its positive conception of a free state of society. · 'l'hei1· attitude 
seems to be the result of a revolt against Marxian do2·matism, aga inst 
the theory that if monopoly is allowed a free conrse it will dest1·oy it­
self, and existing society evolve graclually and peaceably into a socialist 
state (Fabia.nism in fact), aud ngainst the reel ta.pism and tyranny of 
the Social Democratic leR.de1·s . vVhilst, on the other h:tnd, thefr po itive 
views are still influenced by the philosophy of Nietzsc:µe , the brilliant 
critic, whose deep sighted and biting sa.tfre hRs mightily stinecl the spi­
rit 0£ social revolt throughout the German reading public, bu whose 
positive ideal is the narrowest aristocratic individualism. 

ACROSS 'l'HE A'l.'LA.N'l'IC. 

''Here we suffer mof:;t front the f::i,ct that superntition has veiled 
ma~y wrongs, so that many believe themselves free and independent 
in the enjoyment of equal opportunities whilst they are slaves and 
paupers. vV e can do little with working men until the hopelessness of 
their condition becomes apparent to them. But the causes which have 
made our movement so difficult in the past are disappearing. 

"The number of workingmen leaving their class is becoming less and 
less. The concentration of wealth and the more perfect organisation of 
capital make it more and more impossible for a workman to enter the 
capitalist ranks." . 

Thus writes Comr:;i,de Jefferson Ray from New Yol'k, confirming the 
view taken by Comrade Owen in the interesting survey of actual 
American conditions which we print elsewhere. 

LAW AND 0RDl~K IN ABERUErm.- In Aberdeen an intense hatred of the police 
is becoming general ; the "little, brief n,uthority" of the Chief Constable and 
his loutish subs has been str rined to such an extent that the peaceful, law res· 
pecting citizens of the Gravite City are no longer quietly bearing the gros~ inso· 
lence and petty tyranny of the ignorant bullies who think themselves capable 
of guarding the public morality. One man was taken from his shop at midday 
and kept in prison till next morning, because he would not say he ha bought 
stolen goods (which he had not done). Another was taken from bed in the 
middle of the night, because he object.ed to his mother-in-law coming to his house 
and had ordered her out. W"orst of all, five young fellows (unemployed) who 
were resting on a seat in a public park were marched through the 1:;treets escorted 
by policemen, because a man, supposed to be drunk, said six young men harl 
insulted 'him at a place about a mile distant from the park. In all these cases 
the prisoners got off, b11t not so the poor de,ril who was arrested and imprisor~ed 
for thirty days, because he was on the oqtside of a crowd who were attempt~ng 
to rescue a prisoner,.and at tha same time enjoying themselveli by thrashmg 

I 
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Policemen (good sport). No one but the purest of police liars could have given 
evidence of a. kind to convict this man. We understand that the Tr1tdes Council 
has taken this case in hand, and that there is every probability of the police 
being prosecuted for perjury. 'l'he respectable middle class " don't know what 
things are coming to " when the law is so little respected by the workers of 
.A.berdeE:n that assaults on policemen and rescues of prisonen are almost 
every day occurences, but tha Anarchists do. They know thctt behind the work-

. ers' hate of policemen lies a deeper h ate of Law itself. E. S. 

C 0 R R E S P 0 N D E N C E. 
FRED CHARLES AT PORTLAND. 

To the Editor of F1rn:imo:11r. 
On the 27th April, Mrs. Henderson, Miss Skerritt, and I paid a visit to Port­

. land to see our comrade Freel Charles-and your readen will be glad to hear that 
h e was in good health and keeping up his spirits. ·w e \Y cre allowed to meet in 
a room, wi th only a warder aml a table between us-and though we might not 

. sh ake hands, it was a little more human than talking through a grating. 
Charles was in the usual convict's dress- thick grey stuff marked with the broad 
.arrow, knickers, stockings, and strong boots-but he looked none the worse or 
l ess loveable for that. He greete<l. u s with th e old cheery smile, and was evi­
den tly delighted to see fr iends ; we were _p leased to see that he did not look 
thin or emaciated at all, but-though of course not !ltout-was in good flesh. 
R e said at onee that he liked the present place "ever so much b6tter " than 
Stafford . He was working at carpentering most of the timP, h e said, in a shed 
or workshop-but occasionally go·i out of doors; an<l he was much better sup­
plied with books than before, aml got moderate time to r eaJ. By putting clown 
t h.e name befor ehand, books that one wantP-t'l could be secur ed. There was time 
to r ead midday aft er dinner, when the dishes wer e washed, etc., and the sama 
m orniugs and eveuiugs. He was getting into very regular habits, he said ! ris· 
ing at 5 allll going to bed at 8. Sl ept in a hammock, but his cell 'ms very small, 

.a nd being in the basement was rather dark. vVe brought him many m essages 
fr om friends from Sheffidd, Leeds, and Bristol, and he was pleased, to hear how 
well the cause generally was goi11 g OH. Made many enquiries, after Glasier, 

hortl .. nd, \Vatso11, n.ucl other comrades-also aft er Cail s and Bertolla, but we 
were not able to tell him much of t h ese. We told l1im there wei'l'l still 
good hopes of getting his senten ce r ecluceLl, and h e saitl h e h oped it would be so; 
but t h at anyhow h e won hl he all right, and his sister was not to worry about 
him . The monotony was the worst part-that was bad at times ; he had also 
:suffered a bit from t oothach e. 

Of course we felt that he was making the b est of the matter all through ; but 
ther e was one thing, Hn.mely, that his fac e did not look worried or distressed, 
but calm 11.nd untl"Ouhle<l, and as brnve and cl ear as ever-so that on e 
.hop e the monotony is the wor:t thing. Unfortunatel y, the interview only 
l a ted tw nty minutes- aud thim we haJ to say Good-bye. Visi tors, too, being 
res tric t eil from giving p nblic n ews, and the p risoners from talking about prison 
regulations, prevents very fre e connnunication . 

The convict settlement is at the top of the island, 200 feet or so above the 
..sea, and about half an hour's walk from the H.ailway Station . 'l'he air is cer­
t ainly fine aud h ealthy there, if so)newhat r oug h in winter, tho ugh prooably, 
-Owi ng t o t he . itnation, there is Hot mueh frost. 

The wa rders, on the whole, were not hall looking specimens-fairly gootl­
natured om e of them; but the ·worst of our English prisons-worse in this r es ­
:pect t han the foreigll on s, I believe- i s the absolutely mechanical nature of ~he 
whole arrangements-a kind of clockwork mon otony of' punishment,_ ,...-Jnch 
allows no loophole for changr or variety or human interest of any kind-an 
effor t t h u to kill the li es t part of a man . Onr pr iso11s probably do nut allow 
s o easily of capricious illt rca.tmcn t by warders as for eign prisons do ; bu t then 
the :r r em ove all hope of hnman relation with any oJJ e. An instan ce of this sort 
of thing i s the fact (I beli eve i t is a fact) that in all our prisons now-a-days the 
w indows are g lazed or so ananged that t h e prisoners cn.nnot look ont-evEn at 
11. passing bird or a. cloud or a star. Here is a, r eti nemcn t of torture-to damage 
the very soul of a man, by cutting him off from thr sight of Xn.ture and the 
r emembrance of the great world in 'rhich his fellows live, and coniining , not only 
his body, but ev n his thoughts 'ri thin the dismal limits of his ce ll. 

E. C. 

THE SOCIALIS'l' M:ANIFES'l'O AND ANARCHISM. 

T o the Editor of F.P..mrnol\f . 
D ear Comrade,-'l'he .i\_1iarchist hissing with which I 'ms gr e11tell in Hyde 

Park last Sunday was an incitl cnt almost comical in i ts irony. 'l'he reaaon given 
f or this unfriendly d isplay was my signature at the foot of the Socialist Mani­
fest o. 'l'he irony lies in t h e fact thitt I alone of the fiftee n delegates opposed 
the introuuction of the para:graph 01~ anarchi1m1, and did what little I could to 
g et it expunged. It was very lit t l e I couhl do, for the others talked my solitary 
protest down with a unanimity r emarkable even in a Joint Committee of 

.Socia.lists. 
"Then you shouldn't have signed the :Manifesto," an ardent Anarchist will 

perhaps; exclaim. _ 
I had doubts on the subj ect-strong doubts_ at first; but in~ later revise of 

·th.e p amphlet those doubts were set at r est _by the introduction into the pau­
_graph of fres h matt er, the effect of which was to make it evitlent that the ideas 
attackod wer e those of individualist anarchism. Read the passage carefully and 

=you wil_l see it means that-or is absolute nons ense. There is really therefore 
nothing to object to in the paragraph, beyond its superficial ambiguitv, and I 
aee no reason why all good Socialist Anarchi~ts shouhl J1ot seud to Gray's-inn­
road for a packet of the Manifesto, and sell them to the p ublic ; for by so doing 

'"they will be rendering service to the Revolution. 
Yours, fraternally, 

17, Vardens-roacl, N ew Wandsworth. 
May 9th. '93. 

[The reason why no Anarchist Socialist' would think it worth while to distri­
lmte the Manifesto is that politically it is Democratic, not Anarchistic. It opr.ns 
wit_h an exc_ell~nt criticism of existi11g social evils, leading up to a tolerably 
lucid descnption of the Socialist ideal, but goes on to assert that the people 
"t~r.ough the franchise have the power of dominating and controlling the whole 
-poh tica~ a!1d, through the political, the social forces of the Empire. " Or course 
'11.fter tins it naturally advocates the usual Social Democratic poli cy of palliative 
_n:-easures, S_tate control of railways, tlwn hanks, _Limited Companies and other 
big monopolies, as they grow up, and the forrnat10n of a Socialist parlia.mentA.ry 
party. ~n fa~t, the ancient J)olitical theory and policy of the S. D. F. When a 

~man call~ng ~i.m~elf an A~rnrchist sigfi's a stateme.nt of this sort, h e need hardly 
be surpnsed it lus recept10n amongst Anarchists aften\rards is dubious. -En. J 

Nxco LJ, vHHTED.-- ·Comrad('s Samuels and Cantwell visitecl D. J. N'icoll in 
rChelmsford jail on :Thfay 15th, and found him well and brave as eT"er. He ha!! 
:five mo11ths more of durance ...-ile. 

The New A:rn..erica:n.. Re-volu.tio:n. 

Substance of et lecture delive1·ed by otw· conimde dw·ing h£s ?'ecent visit 
to England. 

THE United States offer to-da.y a far more instructive le&son to the 
student of .sociology than can be found in any other nation; in the first 
place becau.se of the rapidity with which the economic evolution has 
moved, and the point it has attained ; and, in the second place, because 
of the revolting contrast between the democratic ideal which the masses 
desperately cling to and the plutocratic Tsardom into which the 
march of the capitalistic system is hurrying them. . 

The conquest of Europe by the privileged minority that to-day holds 
her in its grip has been the slow and fl.rduous work of centuries. In 
Americ::t we have changed all tha.t . Here {v·e have shown to the world 
how cunning is mightier than the boggling swo1·d; for, within a oouplQ 
of generations, it has laid at the feet of the plutocrncy a i·ealm that- . 
sxclusive of Alaska-has more than double the a1·ea of the Chinese 
empire, and that, with modern machine1-y and ·a population trained to 

.the use of inventions, has powers of wealth-production beside which 
the capacities of China shrivel into impotent pauperi:-;m. As an inventor 
and improver of machinery England easily leads the other nations of 
the world ; but, for every patent that is t ak en out in Great Britain, 
there are four issued in the United S.tates. As a manufacturing country 
England has been supposed to bear away the pa lm ; but, so far bn.ck as 
1880, the "infant" industries of the States-that cr y so loudly for the 
fostering hand of a protective taiiff-exceeded in output the British 
factories by $629,000,000. It is by reason of hel" coal and iron resomces 
that England has been able to claim the title of " vV 01·kshop of the 
World," but, while iron is mined in at least twenty-tln·ee State· of the 
Union, there are several of these which are to-da.y capable of supplyi11g 
single-handed the world's demand. In a, wol'd, though bled at the 
throat by five years of fratricidal war, the United States could show, 
in 1880, wealth greater than that of Rns:·ia , Turkey, Sweden, Jorway, 
Denmark, Italy, A ui:;tra.1ia, South Afric;-i ~md South America combined, 
tbese conntries onl y being able iu .dl to mu ·ter up $43,000,000,000 as 
against $44,000,000,000 of the U11ited Stutes. By 1.890 the wealth ha~ 
increased from $44,000,000,000 to $61,000,000,000, a,nd it i advs:mcino­
daily by lea.ps and bounds. 

But what has boeome of it? '.l'hat is the question in which we are 
all interested . It i · certain that there rnust be a vaist number of us 
who ha.ve not sha; eel in this unparalleled prosperity, for, even as I write, · 
the American papers are quoting the ~tatement of an expe1·t who tells 
us that there ai·e at present ome two million men out of work. In the 
met1·opolis of the c: Golden State " from which thi: al'tide i::; , e1;i t -in 
Sah Francisco aJone-there are said to be to-day from U,000 to 14,000 
unemployed. 'l'o those, however, who can under stand the simple pro­
position t hat, if Tom gets more than h is share, Dick will h:we to go 
short, the couund1·um is explained when one sta.tes that in Sa.n Fran­
cisco the1·e al· over 100 millionaires, and, in the States at large over 
6000. The ·e .figures a.1·0 quoted from Senator Ingall ·, hirni:;elf a member 
of the Ame1·ican House of Lords. But th avemge rewa1·d of tbe wao·e­
worke1· still -tick n,t n. trifle und er n lollar ( 4~. 2d.) a dn.y . It may 
sugge t its lf, pe1·hap::;, thi1.t in thi is the sccrnt of the milliounfre 
fortunes. 

How has this inequa.Jity been i·endered po ·sible? 
In· the :first place, the plutocracy have seen to it that the land has 

got into- -the proper hands. He1·e, there being no cumbrous settle­
ments, or laws of entail and primogeniture, to hamper transfers, land 
has .been t1·eated from the sta1·t a · ordinary merchandise, and has found 
its '\'ta.y, if not nominally, yet with tenible reality, into the clutches of 
the man witl1 the mon ey-bag. The con.I and the timber la.nds havt_". , by 
a series of notorious frauds, slipped enti1·ely into t he hands of a few 
great syndicates, and, if there are still thousands of farmel'S who figure 
on the assessment rolls as owners of land, they :a.re c1·ushed to the very 
ground with mortgages. As a, recent number of the Twentieth Century 
aptly put it : '·' Nine million mortgages are reported in the census.-­
There are not much more than 12,000,000 families in America." 

ln the old countries, bad though conditions are, there is still some 
relic of the traditional feudal sentiment that makes eviction the last 
step to which a landlord will rnluctantly resort. In America there is 
no such sentiment at all . If the tenant cannot pay, out he goes. Thus, 
though the wail of the evicted hish tenant has filled the earth-and 
good luck to him for having the sense to cl'y out when he is hurt- in 
Ireland, during 1890, the evictions only numbered a little over 5000 
In New York city alone, in 1890, there were 28,000 evictions, 6,100 of 
which were in one judicial dist1·ict. By the same token it is a fine 
country for the lawyers is AmP.rica. · 

I would lay much stress on the absence of sentiment in a 11 business 
affairs here, for it shows how completely \\'e have left the feud .. 11 stage 
behind and ent ered the comme1·cial era. The cash-nexrn:; is the cinly 
bond we recognise; we are not at our offices ten ·hours n. day for fun, 
we are there to_ make money. We do not go into politics that we may 
belong to the most gentlemanly club in the world; ,ve go into them 
because "to the victors belong the spoils ." Similarly, if we can mn.ke. 
an extra. dollar by discha1·ging an old employee, vrn are not to be stopped 
from it by the customary whine about a starving wife and children. 
Why should we, forsooth, be called upon to support them as pension ers 
of our charity ? 

So, as I.have already shown, we have proved ourselves the mo~t in­
ventive of all nations in a1Jpliances fo'R doing away with hnma.n labor, 
and what we have already accomplished in the domain of p1·odiiction we 
are now extending to the domain of (Zistribution. Taking a leaf from 
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the Socialists' book, we are practising in our " Trusts " the economics 
of combination, concentrating our industries in a few s.elected centres, 
shutting uu useless branch of:l:ices and discharging armies of superfluous 
book-keep~rs, salesmen and the like. But for the stupidity of Mrs. 
Oyrus·v. McCormick ~e should have had by this time .a "Trust" of 
all the agricultural implement houses, an economy that '";ould have 
8aved us the wages ()f 13.000 of these office drudges. 

was to do everything to keep the paper a,liv-e: 1!-, rom. that time on his life was 
a .bi~te~· strug:g_le with pov~rty whose miseriea .he endured with shut lips, only . 
his rnt1m~te friends kn?wmg how great they we1,-e , and even they hardly. daring 
to ?ffer him any ~elp f~r the faar. o,f o~andrng h_1s prnud, imcomplaining spirit. 
Tlus pover ty chamed his hands. tiea his asp!rat10ns, compelled him to a forced 
inaction that wore him out more than the t0eve rest active strain . Althouo·h of a 
s rong constitution he became a victim of insomnia: and burnt up the oii° of life 
without replenishing.-Yet uo one would have guessed : 11 this to have met and 
talked with him, always merry, alwn.ys f ull of jokes, a lways ready to sympathize· 
with the humblest thing that suffered or was g lad . At oue moment talking Phil­
o~ophy with the .scholars, ~t the r:1ext strokin g· the sore ~oot of a clog, or playing 
hide-and-seek with the ch1ldre.n, it was hard to cl termme what lay deepest be­
i.~at~ tho.:; e smiling gray eyes that never told aught of t he hard personal struggle­
w1th1n. 

As it is, wh11.t 'Phe .l\Teid Nation calls the "Armed Camp of Co?Jlmerce" 
is now organised in 159 "Trusts," representing as many monopol~e~ of 
various industries. One of these has a capital of a hundred million 
dollars ; taken a ll through, they average nine and a half millions ea~h, 
and the man wh<;> can compete with such a capital is somewhat of a 
scarcity. As a side advantage may be mentioned the fact that the 
workman in any of these industries has now no longer a, choice of mas­
ters. If he does not like our service he may lump it in some other 
occupation ; if he kicks; as he has been kicking recently at Homestead 
and elsewhere, why-let him kick. 

I fear that I have already occupied t~o much space in my en.deavor 
to show that the democratic ideal of equality does not square with the 
existing facts; that competition has already past into monopoly; ~n~ 
that, alike in the matter of economic evolution and in that of the spirit 
of revolt-as shown by the constantly increasing bitterness of .the 
struggle between capital and labor-the United States are to~day m a 
most advanced stage. 

Of bis many pamphlets, articles and poems it may be said all evinced profoumd 
thought; but unfortunately were too often in a heavy style that rendered them 
di~cult t o the o~·dinary reade_r. In fact few student s went deeper into psycho-

. logical depths than he, and his habit of reacling·the masters, living in the com- . 
pany of books, made language which to most of us is stilt€d the ordinary channel 
o~ his thought. His early s t udies in Buddhism left a profound impress upon all 
his future concepts of life, and to the end his ideal of penonal attainment was 
self-cibliteration-,.Nirvana. He had not the slightest use for the Hedonistic · 
doctrines of most of the individnafatic school, and oft en .sent the sharp shafts of­
hia .wit into the heart of an argument hingeing upon the "pleasure the motive of 
action " premise. · 

One other point: while in England the advanced reformers are J?Ot­
tering about " one man one vote," " payment of members," ar.d the like, 
here we have passed that infantile period years ago, having had all th~se 
alleged blessings for generations past, and having them with us still. 
Their name is ' · Tammany," and others of that ilk. · 

w. c. OWEN. 

California.. 

Dyer D. Lum. 

Co::.rnAuEs : . 
Across the sea I send the echo of a mourning knell. The brightest scholar, 

the profoundest thinker of the America:1 Revolutionary movement is dead. On 
Thursday, April 6th, t hey found him sleeping the last sleep, in a hotel near the 
Bowery in New York. Utterly without pain he must have passed away, as he 
had always wished he might-into the pain~ ess rest. 

Dyer D . Lum was born at Geneva, N.Y., fifty -th1~eo years ago. f!e. was ~es­
cended from an old Puritan fam ly, hence an Amenoau as much as it is possible 
for any Ang:o-Saxon to be an American . In early life he was br ought up under 
strict Presbyterian discipline, but piety never seems to have taken any d·eep root 
iu his scepticn.1 nature . Accordin~ to one of his own inimitably to ld stories, 
such r elicrious sentiments as he had al l depar ted on ~ bright S 1mday, when God failed 
to end~ thunderbolt upon him. for having played ball, torn his trouser s, and 
uttered ::m oa.th on the Lord's clay . And yet in the nobler and better seuse of 
the word Dyer D . Lum was a deeply religions man. He was full oft bat en.mast , 
::;elf-sacrificing devotion to whatever ideal of the fnture see mcrl highest to him at 
any period of his Jif'e, and he never stopped i1t any command of "the i~ward 
must," tlvmgh i t cost him friends, worldly success, or th e clanger of death itself. 

H e has frequently s:-1icl and written that the l:1bor movement of America really 
began with the Pitts burg riots in 1877; previous to that time, however, Jrn had 
talcen 

1 
:u·t in the great struggle, now recogrrised as an economic •me, known as 

the civil war . He fought on the northern sirle, a.ncl so bravely that he :jumped 
from the rank of a vu lunteer 1Jrivate soldier to that of captain by sheer force of 
merit. At that time, there is n o doubt, he oelieved himself to be fighfo1g i n the 
o·ood cause . .But siuce h e became an economic thinker be has often expressed 
h imself sarcastically as having "gone down there out of patriot1:sm (?) to fight 
the battle of cheap labor against dea1·." After the war he resumed his trai:le as 
bookbinc er, and began bis smdies in t he economic field. In 187G he was associ­
ated with T.,l\r enclell Phi'lips 11s candidate for lieutenant-governor for Massachusetts 
on the-Greenback t icket. Out of the old nmsery of Grcenbackism came nearly 
all of our present radical thought, while few of its original exponents ar e any 
lono-er sa isfi ed with the Greenback: _program: it was simply the beginning of the 
socialistic mo"-ernenL ,Mr. Lum was not one t::i remain long sati~fied with the 
"illo<"ic" of Greenbackism. He was too consistent in mind to accept a mixed 
auth~·itariani8m :rnd libe1 ty. At first be went over to authorital'.ianism, and was 
f~r a t ime State -soeialist. Subsequently, however, he became an Anarchist, a, 

contributor to Parsons' Alcl?'11i, and a most cutting critic of State-socialism. 
While living in Washing•on he was appointed on a aommitt.ee to investigate 

t he conditions of labor, and in the course of that investigation studied the .co­
operative system of the Mormons (a much abused people here in America). The 
result was a pamphlet in which h e set forth the principles of their labor exchange, 
disabusing the r eader of many false not ic ns in regard to Mormon life. This 
pamphlet had a wide circulation. 

In 1886 he was conducting a bookbindery at Port J ervis, N.Y., when the ques­
tion of who should keep alive the paper of the imprisoned Parsons arose. 
Although Lum ·was an individualist and P arsons Communist, no one else could be 
found able and willing to continue the work of the doomed editor. Lum did not hesi­
tate . He sold out his business, went to Chic:igo, put about $1500into the work, no 
penny of which he ever received or expected. to receive back, ran the gauntlet of. 
police, detectives, and the crowd of haters of Anarchy, then- very numerous in 
Chicago, and held the banner a loft as long as he could. During this time he was 
a constant visitor at the prison, the loved and trusted comrade of those who 
were about to die, the jealous guardian of their highest honor. Like all who 
knew those men, be grew to love. them al!, and never in after years was he able 
to speak much of them without tears filling his eyes. And yet he counselled 
them to die. When Parsons asked him his advice as to signing the petition, 
which he and Lum both .knew from sure sources of information would have saved 
his life, he said, "I cannot advise you." But when Parsons pressed him, he said, 
"Die, Parsons ." And the other answered, "I am glad you said it. It is what 
I wished.'' For . this he was blamed by some, blamed as " wanting their death-" 
Yes, he did want their death, as he loved liberty, and honor, and pride, and the 
future, and their true glory-more than ·his own life and more than theirs. For 
those who knew him best knew there was not one moment when he would not 
have taken his place by their side and walked proudly to the scaffold had the 
State deoreed it. 

After the failure of the "Alarm" in Chicago he was enabled, partly through 
'the courtesy of John Most and others, to re-commEmce its publication in reduced 
forin in New-York. But owing to an accumulation of difficulties he could not 
continue it long. It was a great sorrow to him, for his last promise to Paraons 

As to his revolutionary beliefs he always avowed them when there was any reason 
for so doing. When Berkman shot Frick he was one of those who dared to r 
defend the act. But he did not believe in continually talking about it. He did 
not believe in telling other people t o "do "anything. H e never said," arm , 
yourselves and prepare." He had his own plans probably ; but if he had be 
trusted to himself, and neither depended upon nor asked aught from oth£1rs. 
For the rest he bolieved in revolution as he b elieved in cyclones ; whcm the time 
comes for the cloud to burst it bursts, and so will burst the p ent up storm in the 
people when it ca.n no longer be contained. So he believed, and trusted in the 
future. 

And I who trust in his philosophy trust that in that fire -hued day the spirit of 
my beloved teacher and friend will burn in the hearts of the strugglers for 
fre edom, till it consumes away all fear, all dependence. all the dross of our­
"American slavery," and leaves them erect, proud, free, da r.: n less as he who has 
left to them the rich legacy of it life of thought and work in t heir b ehalf . 

VoLTARINE DE CLEYRE. 
Philadelphia. 

.A.n.a.:rchisn-:a.. 

TuE following paper on Anarchism was read by our late comrade 
J. M . Brown at a meeting of the Sheffield Anarchist Group, about the· 
beginning of the present year; and it was his intention to send it for­
publication in F?·eedom.. Apa1·t from its inti·insic interest, that of its . 
a.uthorship will doi1btless make it welcome to many readers who knew 
in Brown a man whose warm, sympathetic heart and keen intuitions 
enabled him to ent er into the feelings and ideas of comrades of very 
diverse sh~des of opinion, and whose singleminded devotion to the cause 
of all the oppressed made all honest revolutionaries . feel that in him 
they had a true comrade and brother. 

So far as I can find, the other prose articles from his pen were those· 
that appeared in The Cornmoniceal as follows :-" As in Great so in 
L ittle," Oct. 6th, 1888 ; " Revolutionary Socialism and Labor Repre­
sentation," Nov. lst, 8890; and "Some Objections to Socialism,'r· 
January, 1991. R. F . M. 

Lf'\oking back on the world's history as far as human tradition and 
written scraps of history and the evolution of H).an will permit us:-far 
back into the distant ages-the first thing that strikes us notably is,. 
this fact, looming clearly out of it all, that the wodcl has always bad 
its idreamers. Men and women in whose hearts grew the feeling that 
all human beings were equal and that all men were brothers. In the 
vilest and most conupt of societies there have always been men t<>­
assert and proclaim this fact, apd for their unflinching ad vocaoy of 
this doctrine have received the cross, t he faggot, and the scaffold~ 
States have punished them, but the idea has always frred and never in 
the whole.history of man, with the combined might of kingcraft and 
priestcraft, has it been wholly blotted out. 

I will not give you a de~ailecl history of all the U t opias that have· 
been placed before the world, for most of you already know of them­
from Plato down to the last struggle of the Commune of Paris. I will 
not treat of the necessary development of machinery and commercial­
ism, and its strange devolution 6f the workers into machine-made men 
-the very counterpart of the machines they attend, with their ghostly 
faces and automatic minds-but merely point out that this is the last­
deYelopment of human society and contains all the elements of its own 
decay and corruption, and within it also the germ of a free society. 
First Priestcraft had its sway and darkened the mind of man, then 
Kingcra.ft with its feudal tyrannies, then Commercialism, and out of 
that came the spirit of Democracy, with its clamour for political equality 
and 13alvation, through voting and rule of the majority. 

In nearly every European counti-y have the masseB, after many a. 
severe struggle, gained the empty shell of political equality, and ~till' 
the shackles bind their limbs, and still they are in the same state of 
economic servitude. Out of this failure has grown the hydra-headed 
and rather confused Labor Question, with its Babel of Tongr.es. Now­
we see a quickening that has never happened before in the world's­
history, and for the first time labor is throwing off its stupor and assert­
ing, though in many cases very confusedly, its independence. Natur­
ally at first do men look towards State-socialism, as they did towards 
political equality, and no Rabner have they made a step in that direction 
than the cry of Anarchy is heard in the air with its formula of No law· 
and no master. Incredulity is on every face, and it goes thr~ug? it• 
form of ridicule; and then comeB the stage of discussion-and it makes: 
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J>rogress in the minds of me:i. The rule of t~e maj~rity is .doubted, 
_.and faith in man grows as this greatest_ of . all ideals is placed before 

t hem. As the development of Anarclust ideas goes on, slo':ly. but 
.surely will the whole cha'ra.cter o~ the labor ?1ovement be revolut10msed., 
.and as the ideas filter down mto the mmds of the people the more 
rapid will be the march towards the final goal. Law, like religion, is 
already discredited in the minds of the people, and not all the labor 
leaders in the world can rehabilitate it. Labor leaders themselves are 
helping on Anarchial methods throng~ their susceptibility to corruption 

. and bribery; and th~ very faith that .1s thus lost. m them reacts to our 
advantage. And this will go on, for !llen startmg ho.nest enough, on 
entering Parliament, look around. them ~nd see the1~· he~plessness t~ 
thus checkmate the ruling classes with their own Institut10n-feathe1 
their own nests and swim with the crowd. 

Now all this is very comforting, as it can only teach the workers OI~e 
lesson-more than a merely negative one-that the road a_t any _rate is . 
not towards State-socialism . A few years ago, the dommant idea of 
the workino· classes on the continent ' :vas State sociafoan, but who can 
say that no~v? A change of front has taken p1ace, antl the dreaded 
people are now the Anarchists. In England w_e h~ve no':" two wel~-

-defined parties of Anarchists- the middle class,* with their _acad~m1c 
ideas, tolerance of everything and the musty air of respectabl_1ty round 
them, filling their minds with comfortable theories and shout~ng "Less 
noi e there!" to their more uncomfortable neighbors. Havmg never 
felt the economic blight in their lives, they are content t? wait ~nd 
have plenty of Patience to preach. The workers' party agam,· havmg 
learnt too sadly the facts of life, are filled with impatience, and met?ods 
become the all in all to them. They preach more about methods and 
le s about pririciples, and their cry is for Action! Action! with the 
undisturbed faith that everything will come right afterwards. However, 
the more I look at these two parties the more convinced am I that the 
workers themselves, relying solely on their own efforts, must work out 
their own salvation, and none but themselves truly unde~stand the 
positio:p of affairs. The workers' party translate the theories of Kro­
potkine, Elisee Reclus, and other philosophers into action, while ~he 
middle class party talk about it. but dread the fire ! They still cling 
to the bourgeois morality and see a sublime glory in patience. Nothing 
can ever come from them but mere converts to theory. 

('Po be concluded.) 

Judge Gary's Apology. 
Judge Gary, i t seems, has been much disturbed these seven years past by the 

" clamor un0ontradicted that has gon·e round the world" that those Chicago 
Anarchists "were heroes and martyrs, victims of prejudice and fear." So he 
at himself down to change universal opinion, and to prove in the Century for 

April that they were" m r e blooc1thirsty men, who deceived and deluded tha 
people whom they professed to love, au,d whotn they endeavoured to convert 
:i,nto murderers." By a, curious irony of f;i,te Ga.ry, however, has only succeeded 
in bringing; forwal'd additional evidence in thei r· favor . "I had no idea," sail 
a man of Jaw and order af ter reacli11g the article, "that your eomrades had such 
a strong case. Under the circL1mstances they would have been fully justified if 
the,v had t .i rown a hundred bombs instead of one that night." 'I'be justi fication 
in this man's eyes c:ime out of the account Gary gives of the slaughter of the 
''rnrkers on strike by the pjlice outs ide McCormick's factory. Indeed there 
are many passages in the article which, con sidering the ostensible reason for its 
ha,·ing been written, are qL1ite a,mazing . One can only imagine t hat Gary wished 
t o impress upon his readers that he was no Jfar tizan judge. H e tells us that he 
was brought t o manual labor, that he spent the summer of 1840 at a carpenter's 
bench singing campaign songs at night, and that he thinks he would have as 
:readily fought for the right to do the one as the other. Pity it is that he did 
not stick to that bench, the world might then have gained an honest carpenter 
and Gary been saved the guilt of murder. 

"''Those of us who have craved uusuccess fully for permission to do what the 
Maker of us all has fitted us to do, alone understand how r evolutions are gene­
Tated. Talk about the atrocities of the Revolution ! Ail the atrocities of the 
democracy h eaped together ever since the world began 'rnuld not equal, if we 
had any gauge by which to measure them, the a.trocities perpetrated in a week 
upon the poor, simply h ecaus e they are poor ; and the marvel rather is, not 
t hat there is every now and then a September massacre at which all the world 
shrieks, ?ut that such horrors ai:e so infrequent. Aga in I say, let no man judge 
Commumst or Anarchist till he has asked f 01• leave to work, and a ' Damn your 
eyes ! 'has rung in his ears in reply. "--From "THE RRYOLUTION IN TANNER'S 
LA~E, '' (by Mark Rutherford). 

THE PROP AG ANDA. 

REPORTS .. 
LONDQN-

Duri ng the past two months open-air meetings have been held in Hyde and 
Re&ent's Parl~s, on Mile End Waste and at Kensal Green and Pe6kham H.ye, 
while new statiolls have be.en opened at Victoria and Finsbury Parks aud on 
Clerkenwell Green. Sp,eakcrs : Leggatt, Cook, A. Henry, Merlino, Samuels) 
Barker, Banl1aJl1:, Mowbray, Cantwell, Tochatti, Hyde, Malatesta, Atterbury, 
.Wess, Young, Cores and McQueen from Leicester, ete. M:eetiJlgs large, lasting 
for hours, followed by interesting dis cussions. Sale of literature encouraging. 
Dn May lst ~he Commonweal reappean~d as a fortnightly, Editor H. Samuels; 
address, 24, Sidmouth-mews, Gray's-inn-road, W. C. 

Last month the Autonomie Club was burnt out, and is therefore closed for the 
l_}rescnt. The lfTorkers, Friend office has also been destroyed by fir e. Fortun­
at~ly the lives of all in the house were saved, largely by the heroic presence. of 
mrnd of Vologinsky, whose son was severely injured. The plant of the paper 
was rescued without very much damage, and our comrades are pulling together 
and hope to be able in a few days to .resume its publication. 

* Scatterttd middle class sympathisers rather. They turn up everywhere now, 
_l:ut ~ave not yet developed enough energy to form anything to be called a party 
~r done anyth.ing to give public expr~ssion to their opinion11.-En. 

C.A.B. v., Grafton Hall.-Saturday, May' 6th, le?tll:re by Co~1racle ~an<lauer, 
Editor of Der Sozialist (organ of the Independent Soci~h~t party 111 Berlm). St~b-

. ject, "Socialism and its Consequenc~s. ,, After pomtrng out .that the s??ial 
question cannot he solved by any parliament; but mus~ be dealt with by the dnect 
efforts of the proletariaL, the lecturer stated that lus P.arty called t~rnmse~ves 
" Independent" to signify their aloofness from ~h~ Social Deu~ocratic fac tion, 
but, in his opinion,. a name more siguificant of their ~deal was des~rable. As they 
recoO'nise no authority no master the name Anarclust would (>Ult them; but he 
could not quite' endors'e the Comn~unist idea of ]free ftecess to the means of life. 
Produce could not be treated like air o.r water not made by man. Further, there 
are sorts of work which no one will do unless obliged. Men are not yet suffici­
ently developed to work voluntarily for the community .. H~ :vould appeal to 
their eO'oism by proposinO' an exchanO'e of products between rndividuals or groups. 
But, le~ving questions of° theory, as ~·cgards practical. tac~ic~ the aim_ of all .So- / 
cialists Anarchistic or Democratic t'ihould be to enter existrng labor orgams-a­
tions, ~nd thus permeate the mas~ of the work~rs .. It is a cr~me a~ainst . the 
proletariat for Revolutionists to waste tin_ie talkrng m clubs, d1s~uss111~ mmor 
questions of theory, whilst the ~11 important . task of enbgh tern:1g the 
masses is neglected. The l ecture, w hicJ: lasted i:10re t~1an an hour, \Ya.s listened 

. to with great interest and a long and ammated discussion followed. . 

Anarchi"sm amongst London Tailo1·s.-Conuad es Mowbray and Roland have 
been busily engaged amongst the London T_ailors for many mqnths _past. M,ow­
bray has been speaking constantly at both rnd?or and ou_tdoor meetmgs of .~n~­
lish and Jewish tailors includin o- branch meetmgs, puttrng forward Anarchistic 
ideas of the labor question and htbor organisation. Dependence on o~?i~lism 
and leadership has been much broken down, and the power and responsLbility o{ 
deciding ttade questions have fallen more upon the members themselves, uot 
left so much to the sweet will of officials. An<lther consequence of the work 
done is that there has been and is a greater recognition of the fact that the mere 
modification of hours of labor aucl rates of wages will not suffice, and fraedom 
means the abolition of capitalism. To accomplish thus mnch h ard '>york has had 
to be done . As a result many improvements have taken place entnely out _of 
acconl with "constitutional" or "legal" methods of procedure. Anarclust 
ta,ilors ought to turn up and take an active in.terest in ~heir Society, t?wards the 
maintenance of which they contribute. It will not bnng the Anarchist Revolu­
tion immediately on the spot, but will go far towards it ultimately. ~twill dis­
abuse the minds of the ordinary unionist of the error that Anarchism favors 
"blackleggism." A course of free lectures were crganised at th.e Tailors' Club, 
vYardour-street ; Comrades Mowbray, Samu.els, Bar_:cer, Tochatti,_ Turner, Bro­
cher and AO'nes Henry, besides J. Macdonald (S. D.].) and W. G. Pearson (D. U.) 
being the l~cturers. Although the meetings were Hot so well at~ended as An• 
archists would. wish, at least the attempt to extend the etlucational work on 
labor problems was worth making: Perhaps the _p~st '.alse "educatio~1 ". or 
absence of education, combined with the demorahsrng rnfluence of capitalism 
upon the working tailors, accounts fo:· the indifference exhibited. I~ order to 
avoid inconsistencies in our tactics, it is proposed to form a propagandist group 
of members of the Amalgamated Society of 'l' ailors in \rhich to discuss the intri­
cacies Of any situations that may arise; circulation of better ideas on labor pro­
lems amongst this important union of wotkers would also he an o?je?t of the 
o-roup . Comrade Roland would be glad to hear from comrades wislnng to co­
~perate in this way. Attention i s desired to be drawn to the tone of tha trade 
manifestoes. F. eedom and th e 'Weal find regular readers among members of the 
Society of Tailors. This work, although it does take up some time _which might 
be employed in thr ordinary methods or propa&"anda, h:is no~ occupied. the whole 
of Mowbray's time. He has spoken at An~rclnst meetrngs rn Hyde Pa.rk, Tr~­
falgar Square, Mile End Waste, Autonorm~ Club an~ elsewI:ere.. With m~r.e 
solidarity amongst ourselves better work will h e done m all directions.-G. C. 

Peckham.-On Sunday, May 7th-the aiithorised "May-Day " of the respect­
able English trade-unionists and Social Democrats-:-\Te joined the Peckham 
contingent and marche<l. in p rocession t? the ~al'k, :vi~h ou~· l~rge :eel flag an~ a 
new black banner, painted for the oocas1on, with the 111scnption 'Away with 
Auth.n ity and :Monop'Oly ; we demand Free Access to the Means of Life. The 
Daily Graphic n ext morning wanted to know why "this rcvolutio1rnry emblem,, 
was allowed in the procession. -On Sunday, May 14th, we broke fresh ground, 
when Comrades Atterbul'y, B'a.nham and 'l'ochatti addressed a good audience at 
the corner of Commercial-road, Old Kent-road. Calling for discussion, a clergy­
man of the Church of England got up on the platform, and spoke largely in o~r 
favor. He aO'reed, he said, wi th the lec turer t hat the people must clear thell' 
minds of gov~rnmental superHtition and capitalist superstition, but said we:i;nust 
in the end fall back on Christ, who was the founder of the teaching ot "the 
brotherhood of man," propounded today by the Anarchists.-Good meetipgs fol­
lowing Sundays; two new m ember s joined ; steady sale of literature.-:On Sun.­
day, May 14th, we wc1·e honorr.li (?)by the presence of two of the Melville gang 
at our meeting. For the benefit of th ese, and also for .the benefit of our local 
police (who have paid some of our comrad~s great atteut1on lately), we may state 
that we have removed our stock of dynamite from 40a, Peckham Rye to other 
premises; also that we have no great vlot on hand, neither are we organising , 
the blowing up o{ public buildings, or the_ taki11g a{ "innoncent liv e~." It is a 
curious fact tha.t since we h ave started active propaganda here there is hardly a 
policeman in Peckham who has n~t eithar declitred .himself ftll Anarchist. or i.n 
sympathy ! So much for the police. Other auenues w.e hav~ to fight m tlus 
neighborhooi are the Social Democrats-for these m en, in reaht3:, an~ our ene­
mies, as some bitter experience o { ours goes to show. Lately then speakers have 
O'Olle out of their way to wilfully misrepresent our prrinci:ples, and cousequently 
~ve have taken to opposingthem, and have created good discussions. We have also 
pushed the aale o l'literature round thoS. D. F. meetiugs at~amberwellanclWalworth. 
-Our paste-}Jot brigade have also done good '~'?rk dunng th~ past month ; soma 
500 copies of the ''Anarchist Address ~o W orkmgmen, '' bes~des hu~dre~~ o{ !he 
Commonwea.l, F-reedom, and the "Mamfesto of the Aua.rcl11st Solaiers berng 
presented to to gaze of the law-abiding inhabitants of thi~ locality. In conclu­
sion, we appeal again for the help o{ speakers at our meetmgs. 

PROVTNCES-

Leicester.-Duriug the past few weeks some very go?d propaganda. has been 
carri!otd on here. A few members of the Trades Council proposed to have a d6· 
monstration on Labor Sunday, but the "compact majority" went against it. 
However, those who made the proposal ignoreJ this decisi~n and_ went to '\~ork 
to organise the demonstration. We lent them all possible aid, and cluefly 
through the efforts of ?ur comrades_ on the committee ~t pr?ved. a great succef!s. 
The arrangements havmg to be mat1e :tt such short uotice, it w"s held :hfay 7th 
instead of May 1. Five large meetings were held in the morning and a gre1t mass 
meeting of over 10,000 people, at night in the Market Place. '!'here were three 
platfor~s and. an abundance o( speakers ; the more revolutionary ancl An11.rchia:tic 
the speeches, them.ore the people were P.lease~. We were able ~o exclncle from 
the resolution all reference to "legal'· action, and a resolntton was passed 
(drawn up by an Anarchist) calling for the abolition of capitalism, and for the 
posses.sion and control of the land and instruments of industry by the '.'Co­
operation -of. Labor." £27 was collected for the Hull Dockers at the meetmg1. 
One local paper kindly published the remarks of Cores at one of the meatinge to 
the effect that, when the workers realised the truth that they were entitled to 

• the full produce of their toil, they would not depend on liltreet collections, but 
would take possession of the stores, warehouses etc., and send the capitalist.• " 
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. out beggi11g. Duri11g the day Cormades Ben Warner (Hosiery Union), G. Cores 
(Boot Operatives ), W . .YlacQneen (Amal. Soc. Decorators), Glassman and s.tai~ly . 
spoke at the variorn; meetings. We have done so well that a local Cl~ap~om~~ 
has bitterly complained that "the Anarchists ha-ye bulldozed .the muon~sts. 
The committee has not dissolved but is endeavonng to establish a Labo1 Club 
and lustitute. This is chiefly thi:ough the efforts of'the sec~·ctary, Com;·ade Geo. 
Cores. ,vV e have o·ood reasons to hope it will be founded, and be a useful means 
of educa,tio11 and p~:opaganda.-All our outdoor m~etin&s at Russel Square, .Mar­
k et 1'lace and Hun,1b erstone Gate are kept well gorng, for we have a goo~ lot ?f 
speakers no\Y. Andre\Y Hall, "the navvy,'' was h ere on the 14th, and, with lns 
usual "go," addressed three meetings. "::icriveuor Jun." and 1\'IcQ~rne1~ have 
begun our village work again.-A brisk correspon~le1~ce hes been rumung :n .tl~~ 
1J1iclland Free P1·ess for some weeks now on "Socialism and How to obtam it. 
\Ve seem to be "one too 1irnny" for our bourgeois and Fabian opponeuts.--:Be­
sides our open-air meetino·s, we have taken an active and permanent part 111 a 
series of Sunday after11001{' '' 'l'alks '' with W orkiuO'men at Gallowtree Gate Chapel 
-a noH-conformist "place of worship.'·' Through the agency of . our Co~rades 
A. Gonie anll .McQneen, the "Talks" have been very largely on Rcvolut10nary 
Anarchism. 
H1~ll.-A labor demonstration in favor of au S·hourday was held in this town 

May 7th, attrnctina unusual interest on account ofthe disturbedcoudition ofth e 
things existing for''\o long between the ea pital and lab or ot: Hull. :A.bout 40, OOO 
workers went iu procession through the main streets early m the atteruoo1.1, and 
congregatcu at the Corporation Field round five platforms ; three occupied by 
the 'l'rades and Labor Cou11cil, the fourth by the Indep1mdent ~abor ~arty, antl 
the fifth by the Socialists. A large crowd assembled round tlns platform, fr~m 
which onr Comrades Conrad Nmwiger, Gustav Smith and J. Sketchley made stn­
l'ing speeches, urging the neetl of an International Union to enable the wo~·kers 
to tree themselves from the fetters of eapitalis1u ; a need made only t~o plam by 
the result of the recent struggle in Hull. 'l'he r esolution put from then· platform 
declared the chief reason for clesirin<r a shorteuinO' of the hours of labor was that 
it would enable the \YOrkers to st~ly the reas01~s of their poverty. 'l'he chief 
speech of the daY from tha 'l'rade and Labor Council platfonn was made by Mr. 
F. Maddison, wli.o dwelt upon the late display of organised capitalistic 9PP?Si­
tion to the demands of labor in Hull, the effects of which would never be obhte-

. rated from tht minds of the workers. He also alludud to the fact that even that 
l\LP. for Hull who expressed himself as being" steeped in sympathy" for the 
workers tledined to take auy part in the dispute. Other speakers .alluded to the 
cleath of .E1lward \Yilson, docker, who was starved during the strike. A large 
number of people attended Wilson's funeral. 

]fonchester.-Labor-Day, May lst, we did not celebrate h ere by a public de­
monstration, but let us hope for better things. 'l'he o<:casion was brought under 
attention as mnch as possible, in which Freedom end C01nvionwecil for May, which 
've were stlling before that date, largely helped.-A big demonstration was held 
on the Sunday afttr, composed of Labor Chnrc11, I. L. P., Fabian Society and 
trade unions. The procession marched from Stevenson Square to Alexancl.ra 
Park, there being bands antl banners in abuutlauce, taking cwo and a half hours 
to J.o so. It is estimateJ. that 20,000 pr.oplc were pre:ocnt in the Park. 'l'he 
Corporation had denied the use of this place on application, 011 a lying pretext, 
but fouml it irnpossil1le to stop the people going in, and dared not close it. So 
there being no platforms, as last year, the rr.solutions, which contained a stro11g 
censure on thf' authorit ies for their action, and some speechos were delivered 
from chairs . Corporate wisdom decreed for the perservation of order, etc., the 
presence of the police, and they were all over the show. 'l'he County Constahn­
lary havi11g been specially drawn on to augment the city force. A most remark­
able display of "Bobbies" 011 horseback, armed with pisto)s, swords and kid 
gloves. .l!'or us the opportunity affonlei,l a means for the sale ofliterature, 'vhich 
went v1~ry well, and for 1listributing leaflets.-May 2nd, Barton lectured at our 
weekly rneetiHg on "The bnpossibility of an I.L.P.," when there was a good 
discussion. v1· e ane arrangj11g for our political action f.-iends to lecture, the 
next 011e heing a reply to the above. May 9th, Comrade Healy on "'l'he Dig­
nity ('I) of Labor," and May 17th, Comrade Barton on "'l'he Coming Crisis of 
the ·world arnl the Social Revolution." We advertise these subjects i11 the 
Clarion 'yeekly, and hope to make them a success . . All hail the Social Revolution! 

Edinburgh.-\Ye haYe had a visit from Miss Kate St. John Conway, of the 
J.L. P., who lectured to large und enthusiastic audi.-nces in Edinburgh and Leith. 
She gave an excellent address in Que.en's Park from one of the platforms of the 

' 'l'rades Demonstration, held here on the 6th . . She fairly carried the immense 
crowd with her, the interest in the subject of Socialism seeming to be always in­
creasing. ·where .Miss Conway falls short is, wlten appealing to the people to 
assert their manhood and womanhood, to organise themselves an,d put a stop to 
all the i11jnstiec of this present system for ever, which system she had pictured 
vividly. By "organisation" she means that of the German S.D. party, who are 
organised to vote ns their leaders may direct, and this is ealled asserting one's 
manhood. But many will outgrow that teaching and assert their msnhood iu a 
clifferent fashion-'/. e., by actio1i and by ceasing to put their trust in leaders, 
·who invarjably become corrupt, however honest th ey may be at first, but who 
any way arc powerless to do any good. We see signs of this corruption among 
the would-be leaders of men everywhere, their oue idea. is power, only let them 
get into power and ~11 ,~-ill be well,. so they say ; .but we know cl((f'erently. 'l'wo 
or three comrades d1stnbu ted at said demoustrahon nearly 10, OOO leaflets setti11 (I' 
forth the policy of the Edinburgh Anarchist Gommunist Group, and sold all th~ 
Freedoms they haL1, as well as 5s. -worth of other Anarchist pamphlets. If we had 
but one good spen kcr here there would be a certainty of an immense amoui1t of 
good ;-ropaganda. 

magnole '' in French, the chorus of which was takeu up by, a la1·g~ port.ion of the . 
audience, who also responded to our cheers for the Social h evolnt1on. vYe were . 
thoroughly well. pleas?cl. \rit.h onr rn~ eting, the success of which went beyond 
our must sangmne a.n t1~ipations: Lit ~raturc w~s soh~ t o th e amount of 34s. 5d. 
.7,000 leaflets were distributed, rncluumg a repnnt ot "Our Policy" from the . 
., VVeal, allll as far as Glasgow is eoncerned Anarchy is fairly on th e boom. 

Dimclee. --vVe commenced our open-air meet ing on Saturdajr, Apri 30th, "with 
a visit from Conirade Duncan of Aberd een, who spoke to a meeting on Shore . 
Terrace tuat night, and to three meetings on Sum1ay doiu·g· splendid work. There 
was a large sale of Duncan's pamphlet. Monday May lst, a strike broke out 
~mwng the Mill ,and Factory workers against a five per_ cent reduction, and by­
'\Vednesday had oec. m e general, betwPeu twenty and tb rty thousaud being out_ 
'l'hursclay the" Leader"- a Rev. Gentle an- of their Union which includes on­
ly sorne two out of the forty thousand in the town had a. meeting with the mas­
tel'S' Comn~ittce, ,~nd conci.liated matter~ by making a compromise ~or a 2~ per . 
Cf)nt reduct1011. l he e\'emng and mornmg papers both came out m large type 
·with the strike settle.I tbis way ; but on Friday rnorni11g the stupid workers . 
proved intractable ancl remained out, firmly refusing to be conciliated on these 
terms. By midday the masters had given in and work was resumed on tht: old 
terms. We have made use of this at our meetings as an argll!1rnnt for Anarchy . 
and free action as against the interference and j nggling of leaders, as at Hull 
for example. •VVe are getting our group into good working order; but we stand 
much in want of a good open-air speaker, still we are quietly i.: ttaching new 
comrades. 

JJ.ubli'n. · -May 7th a procession of twenty thousand wor.i.ers passed through the . 
principal streets of this city and p1 oceeded to the Phamix. Pa k, where nearly 
twice that number of citize s were as;ombled. 'l'hree µlatfurms were · erected 
from which speeches were made and resolutions put and passe.J in favor of an 
:Eight-Hour Day &c. William Field M.P in his speech alluded to his h~ving been 
warned to keep out of popular movements as they were dangerous and would 
not succeed, but he had discovered a ll movemt·nts that liad for their object the · 
emm1cipation of the wor ers were <lt1bhed dangerous. 'l'evenan, Irish i,;ecretary 
of r ailway workers, obsened that the politicians of Ireland had kept that coun­
i1y divided for centmies, but th:<i.t the workers "vere now beginning to get below 
that principle. Heferring to the Hull dispute he mid, the capitalist should be 
told that they would not a llow him to ·sti-angle their fellow workers. 'l'he day 
before he bad been in Derry and had brougnt from thence a mt'ssage to the men 
of Dublin to the effect. that politics were no loug-er going to 011pose them in the· 
North of Ireland. Many of the speakers alluded to the explosion, which had taken . 
place at the Four Courts the night before, as an act by some enellly of the people­
who wished to discredit the Cause of la.bor. A voice from the orowd 11uggested 
that it had been done by a policeman. Be that as it may the Dublin police are· 
subjecti g many bo11est citizens to a very disagreable supervision, and many 
arl'ests have been made only to be followed by release. Similar labo · meetings. 
were held in Derry, Drogheda, Dunclnlk and other places. The only place at 
which a meeting was lield on the First of May was Newry.-During Aprill 
several interesti 11 g addresses were delivered at the Fabian Society, that of Miss 
G. Johnston attracting the most at'tentwn. The subject" the position of Woman 
under Socialism" was treated ably and exhaustively, and excited a well kept ­
up two 11iglit discussion. J. 0. Varian lectured on the "beJ.tefits of Socialism" 
anP, J. O'Gormau ou " Evolution aucl Revulutjou." The Fabian Society took 
part in the May Da.'· m eeting, two of its speakers A. Shields a11cl .T. Notan de­
livered a.cl dresses. 

Abercleen.- Duncan ·wa< well received at tbe Dockers' Union m eeting. Severall 
comrades assisted at demonstrations held by the local branch of the Seamen. 
and Firemen U uion in support of the Hull Strike ; at our m~etings collections 
were made for tl1 e strikers. On May Jst, iu conjunction with the Socialist 
Society we held a l\Iay Day Demonst.ration wl1ich, co11sid~·1 ing that May-day· 
this ye:1r fell on the Aberdeeu Annual Holiday, was immensely successful. 
Speeches were delivered by Ca.mer0n, lt , G. and \V. Cooper am! Draek: 
of the Socialist Soci ty, Stanley Jones of the National Secnlaris-. Society a.nd 
DnnC'nn, :E'ine, l\fcFarla11e and Shepherd of 0>ur g-rot1µ. All the speeches were 
free f. onqthe coustitntional twaddle which has been too conspicuous in this year's ' 
Mny-day speeches el.se wliere. Odr banner with t he handwork of Comrades: 
Taylor and 1'-,raser with sketches from Cyuicus on them, attrilcted much atten­
tion. Our usual open-air ru c •etin~s continue to be largely attended by an inter­
e!:'ted crowd. Fi11e, Mc Farl:me and Shepherd have been taking a turn at open­
air s1waking, arnl s.> reducing the am 1unt of labor which falls on Duncan. In the 
begi1111i11g of the month we issued as a pamphlet Comrade Dunoan's lecture "A 
Plea for Anarchist Communism" which has goue off very well. \Ve have· 
succeeded in getting a bookseller to display Freeclom for sale, by ;~·hich means 
several copies of ttrn paper have been sold this month. Our sale of litemture­
duri11g May bas been very good. Secretary's new address: c/o l\frs. Davidson, 
6, South Co11st1tntion-s treet. 

NOTICES. 

LONDON-

Qpen-ctfr meetings: Sundays, 11.30 a.rn., in Hyde and Regent's ctnd 
Finsb'ury Pa1·ks, cind cit .J.lfile End Wctste, Kensal Green, and T1·iangle 
( Pecklui1l Rye); 3.40 p.m., Hyde Pcirk; 5 p.m., Cle1·kenwell Green; 
7 p.m., J.viile End Wltste. Scttu1·dctys, 8 p.m., Hyde Pa1·k. 

Lecturn : Jitne 8; A .. Hen1'y, ctt .Nm·th London Fabian °"·oitp, on " Why 
Anarchists ctre opposed to politics." 

Manchester.-Meef£ngs, Smulays, Stevenson Sqnare ~3.30; New C1·oss, ' 17.30. 
TYeclnesdays, Labor Clwrch Insti'fote, at 8. 

Literafore.-Freeclom Pamphlet No. 5, "ANAHCHY," by E. Malatesta, secon~: 
edition now ready. 

Aberdeen Ana;chist Communist Group Publication I., "A PLEA FOR AN.A.RCH 
IST CoMl\lUNISM, ' ' by H. H. Duncan~ one penny, or ls. 4d. a quire ; can now be­
obtained from H. H1 Duncan, 46, Marischal-street, Aberdeen. 

Now ready-" Tirn CRIMES OF GOVERNMENTS," by J. Sketchle7, twopence .. 
People's Book Store, 52, Sa.lthouse-lane, Hull. 

SUBCRIPTIONS FOR SUPPORT OF LITTLE VICTOR NICOLL. 

Glasgow.-The Glasgow Socialist League, which, during the last eight years, 
has c1011e splendid ,,·ork in propagating the ideas of Revolutionary Socialism, is 
now no more, bnt a healthy Anarchist Communist Group has been formed ii1 its 
place. For some time past the bulk of our members have been vigorously pro­
pagating the ideas of AnanJ1ism, and succeeded in catching th e ear and eHlisting 
the sympathies of many faruest workers in the bbor movement. 'l'he change in 
our designation was remlercd imperative, it' we desired onr true position·to be 
understood by the people. Under the name "Socialist" every "'l'wilight-He­
former" nowadays shelters himselt~ the word having become so vague and com­
prehensive that it iucludes all sorts aml conditions of meu-from Sir 'Villiam 
Harcourt to William Monis.-N ow that we have openly proclaimed ourselvc-!'i, 
the Br.idgeton ~\.narchist Group lrnve amalgamated with us to carry on our snm­
m_er prnpuganda. Two meetings are held every Sunday in Jail's Square. The 
m.ost suecessful meeting .held as yet was on the Green, at the Labor De.monstra­
tion, on Sunday, May 7th. At first ;ve intended having only a small and unpre· 
,foJ1tiou:c; one, bnt on agree.ing to bring down Comrade H. H. Duncan of Aberdeen 
we deciued to do the tlung "respectable" and to have a platform similar to 

· those o~ the Lab,or Party. W.e marched in procession from our Romns, arriving 
on the ti.<>ld halt an hour previous to the Labor men, and began our meeting with 
a song-The l\forch of tJrn Workers-thereby capturing a large audience, Our 
speakers were Comrades Tm~ey~ Muir, Robb, Dunca1~, M:cNaughten and Bent. 
Comrade Dn.ncan \\·ns our prrnc1pal speaker and reHdered the cause (and us) in­
valueble assistance, speakmg for about an hour, and holding his audience, which 
ac~ording to the Press numbe~·e<l 3900, in earnest attention. Comrade Bent (of 
Leicester) got np n11 nnassumrng little banner, hearing the words:-" Glasgow 
Anarchist C.ommnnists ; Anar.chy is Order." The Press had a laugh at us and• 
1d1at it termed '' cnr paradoxical motto," but, as comrade Turley observed, with 

· a 1viuk, "they \';on't laugh at us someclciy .. " Comrade Lebeau sang ''La Car-

RECEIVED :imol\£ APRIL 24th TO MA y 30th :-

Anonymous, 2/6; Pope list, 3/-; R. Avis, 3/-; E. N. G., /2; Joy list, 7/-;: 
H. S. C., 1/- ; C. G., 1/- ; C. E. Skerritt, 10/-; A Friend, 2/6; Leicester Com­
rades, 8/~; E. Walkden, 2/ -. 

Ali corn<rniinications shonld be addressed in fidiwe to M. Galbraith, 
19, Conderton-1·oacl, S.E. 
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