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AN AR.GHI~T REPLY 
·ro THE 

Manifesto of the Joint Committee 
of Socialist Bodies (London.). 

"The doctrine and tactics of .Anarchism . . .. though 
advocated as revolutionuy .... are really reactionary 
both in theo?·y and in practice."-TIIE MANIFESTO . 

A ARCHISM (by which term we mean Communist or, generally, Socialist, 
as distinguished frorn I ndiviclitalist, Anarchism.) is usually disposed of 
by-Social Democrats in one of three ways. Either it is taken as too 
perfect an ideal, the ultimate goal of the Social Revolution, the crowninP­
of the -work, and therefore dismissed as too remote and of no concer~ 
to humanity. Or it is considered as a return to barbarism, or, at least, 
a a new form of the old and discredited .laissez fafre doctrine, and re­
pudiated as reactionary. Lastly, it is sometimes argued, that what 
Anarchists want-fi·ee fedentted Gornrnunes with no rnilita1·y or bu1·eait­
cratic gove1·nrnent above thern-is really what Social Democracy, rightly 
understood, amounts to : and consequently Anarchism and Anarchy 
are rejected as bad neologisms. . 

The first and third line of argument are generally taken in private 
conversation with Anarchists. The second is; used in public utterances, 
e pecially in those addressed by the "leaders " to their followers ; and 
it may be assumed without injustice to be intended rather to foster 
prejudice in the latter's minds, than to instruct them as to the real aim 
and object of Anarchism. 

In the late Manifesto of a Joint Committee of three London Social­
~t bodi~, Anarchism is represented ais being only apparently re:volu­
t10nary, m fact, reactionary- theoretically the antithesis of, practically 
an obstacle to, s ·ocialism. 

One peculiarity of this latter day attitude of English Social Demo­
crats towards Anarchism is their apparent effort to confound, in spite 
of our repeated remonstrances, two different and opposite kinds of An-
archism-Communist (or Socialist) and Individualist. . 

Communist Anarchists claim as the basis of the new social order 
common p1·ope1·ty, whereas Individualists defend private property as the 
ne~essary foundation of society. This distinction is, to say the least, 
as important as the distinction which Social Democrats draw between 
t~emselves and mere radicals advocating, like themselves, free educa­
t10n, payment of members and annual Parliaments. 

.Nor is that the only difference between Communist and Individualist · 
Ana:rchists. Co~munist Anarchists maintain that the necessary accom­
p~mment of private property is government; a government of some 
kin~, whether a parliamentary one or a sort of East India Company, or 
a. Pmkerton police force salaried by the capitalists. And as to the 
".v~lunt?'ry" taxa~ion and other" voluntary" things advocated by In­
dividualists, we fail to see how, in a society based on private property 
and individual competition, the people who "voluntarily" submit to a 
tax could be prevented from shifting the burdon 0n to their neighbors; 
or how: those. who join in a Defence Association would be prevel!ted 
fron:: '?smg. this organised force against others than themselves. Finally, 
Ind1viduahsts are str<?ngly opposed to revolu~ionary action. 
Co~sequently, although of course we cannot forbid to Individualists 

the use of the word Anarchy, we have reasonable oT,ounds to deny that 
they take it in its true sense. b 

·. On the other hand, b:y laying down common property as the founda­
t~on of the new society, Communist Anarchists clearly imply the neces­
~1ty of co-operation and of a thorough organisation of labor in the 
mterest of all. 

On ~his point they and Social Democrats are agreed ; but they dis­
agree rn the following ways. Social Democrats are eager to establish 
a central · government, modelled on the present parliamentary system, 
propose to hand over to the same all the land and wealth of the country 
and trust it with the complicated task of or<>·anisin()' by means of laws o Ol 
and_ bye-laws, the whole industry and trade-besides discharging the 
?:rd1:iary govBrnmental functions of keeping order and administering 
JUSt1ce. 

We believe Slich a scheme to be utterly impracticable and extremely 
dangerous. No government, least of all a parliamentary one, can safely 
he entrus~ed with such immense power. _No parliament, to be sure, 
can orga~1se trade. throughout a country ; and, w];iat is more significan~, 
no workmg community can have any control over such _a powerful go­
vernment. Whatever safeguards may .be devised, however short the 
term of office .of t,he legislators be D?-ade, or large the electorate, the 
people who .will have to work and vote will be powerless ~gainst their 
representatives and Executive. 

Most Social Democrats are a':~re of this gigantic difficulty, and dis- ... 

claim any centralising tendency ; yet this Manifesto, which is issued in 
their name, repeatedly emphasises the national, as distinguished from 
the communal, character of the proposed industrial organisation, and 
points to the direct absorption by the State of great private monopolies -
as the inevitable outoome of the development of Capitalism. 

It maint:iliins, however, that the government which it anticipates 
will not .be a «_lass government, but wan organised democracy " ; and 
that even nowadays " the people have increasingly at hand the power 
"~f dominating and controlling the whole political and, through tlie 
"political, the social forces of the Empire. ''. 

This bold assertions follows upon a long description of the destitu­
tion, ignorance and helplessP..ess of a large portion of the working classes, 
and the statement that "half a century of ameliorative regulation 
"by means of factory legislation and the like has failed to weaken the 
"force of former exposures of Capitalism." ' 

We Anarc4_ists affirm that neither .under the present nor under any 
other government the people are or will be ~ble to control and dominate 
the political machine by their votes : we demand therefore the suppres­
sion of the machine and thorough self-governrr.ent. To our thinking, 
the real centre of gravity in the political system is n6t and cannot be 
Parliament-a mere talking machine-but the Executive, which is 
necessarily sub'servient to the interests of the possessing classes . Elec­
tions are made under the combined infl.ueBce of capitalism and political 
caucuses; and it is as impossible for the workmen to vote the capitalist 
out of existence as it is for them to overcome him by mean£ of concili­
atory deputations and strike funds. Government is as bad as Capi,tal­
ism: the politician as useless and as parasitical to society as the 
employer ; no t1·iw society can live a~cl prosper where either of them 
exists. -

Hence the great .theoretical chasm between Social Democracy (not 
Socialism) and Anarchism- a chasm which grows wider as from prin-
ciples we pass to tactics. , . 

Communist Anarchists repudiate political action. They are an e sen-· 
tially revolutiona.ry party. Not that they advocate violence a an end 
in itself, or advise the daily use of explosives. What constitutes a 
revolutionary, party i ·the fact that it is directly opposed to the govem­
ment, and that it looks .to a general uprising as the only means to carry 
out its principles. 

Social Democrats used to be strong revolutionists themselves, and 
many undoubtedly still are so. Yet the Manifesto is a tacid but un­
mistakable and peremptorty repudiation not so much of Anarchism as 
of Social R evolution. . 

There is in the Manifesto not ;single reference to the necessity of 
an ultimate popular outbreak. There is not the least show of sympathy 
for individual acts of revolt- certainly a great factor in political move­
ments. Nay, the reticence includes strikes, no-rent campaigns and 
agitations of unemployed. Evidently such agitations are considered 
dangerous, perh_?,ps anarchistic. The only alternative offered, the ge­
neral panacea recommended, even to starving men and to locked out 
slaves, is to vote, vote, vote, and wait for the gradual" moralisation "of 
capitalism by the paternal laws of a converted Parliament. 

We esteem this to be a suicidal policy, one fraught with great dan­
gers, a policy which would, if it prevailed, strangle the movement and 
divert it to the benefit of a few politicians. 

To serve thfa very policy, an electoral platform has been concocted, 
which we need not dicuss, since those who propose it betray no great 
conficlence in its practical results. It suffices to remarkthat to pretend 
to abolish sweating and sub-contrac~ing within the capitalist system is 
an utter absurdity. 

We Anarchists are far from opposing or begrudging the ameliora­
tions which the working classes may obtain under the pre.sent system. 
Our contention is that it would be folly tu concent?Ytte OU?' ~ffo1·ts OR the · 
hopeless task of influencing, conti·olling and dominating our rulers. 
Furthermore, we believe that no possible pressure brought to bear on 
Parliament could extort from it inore than merest shams of reform · 
and that the· greates,t problem of today, the unemployed question, and 
other fundamental evils are entirely out of the -pale of legislation, ' and 
admitof noother solution than the breaking down of the present system. 

Is it, then, because we object to the electoral panacea that we are 
suppose.d not to be Socialis.ts ? Is it because we regard the Social Re­
volution as urnwoidable, and think it is our duty to see that the masses 
are prepared for the event that we are called " reactiona.ril3ts " ? _ 

0£-cour.se we do not complain of having been "repudiated." We 
could hardly have worked with our friends the Social Democrats, the 
Fabians and the Hammersmith Socialist Society "as a distinct political 
party " " ,for the capture and transformation of the great social machi-
nery." _ \ . 

Yet ~he allied parties could have couched their " repudiation" in 

/, 
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somewhat ditf~rent terms. .They mighi have, ~aid :· • 
" We know the Communist .Anarchists are s_ound Socialists, perhaps 

sounder than we are., sine.~ they stick to the fu-ndamental principles, of 
Sociali_sm, that no change short _of the abolition of the-capitalist syf.ltem __ 
can be . of any benefit to the working classes: ...-

" We believe,- in spite of exi§ting differences of opinion, that they -
are doing good work ; they are sapping the foup.dation of the present 
social organisation-or disorganisa_tion2-i.e., the belief of the workers 
in the usefulness of their masters, political and economical. 
· " There have been, ~nd _ probably there are, among Anarchists men 

who have given their liberty or life for the very cause we fight for-the 
emancipation of the wage-slaves. 
" " We respe_ct and honour them, and we are glad that they remain 
faithful to their convictions. 

' . "After all, it is necessary that there should _ be anti-parliame.ntarian 
Socialists, just to remind us, who . wish to n capture " Parliament, that 

"whatever concessions we may obtain (and we know they cannot be very 
considerable), we shall never .be satisfied, and that the battle will have 
to be fought and won, ultimately, on another ground:.. 

" " We do riot deny the dangers attending political action. We-most 
of us having been till now strongly-oppgsed to any action of that kind 

: -repeat at this eleventh hour that ·the entering of Socialists into 
Parliament, and the diverting of an essentially revolutionary agitation 
into constitutional channels, ar0 ve1~y hazardous steps. 'We have facts 

-~ri.d examples before uswhich make us tremble for ourselves and for 
our cause ; for it is juf-lt possible t4at the captor s may be captured. 
The:refore, we are glad that there are uncompromising people who will 
s't~y out~ide, watch us, and even denounce us if we betray the confidence 
which may be put in us. W ~ are glad that there are men who will 
·preach No Rent to the victims of the rack-renter; to th~ unemployed, 
the right to live ; to the strikers, active resistance ; and to all, revolt ;­
things which we are no longer able to preach our,selves; ~nd we Jiope 
that some of those Anarchists may even ac15 according to _their 
_preaching. - .,. 
' "We are no Anarchists. We are not revolutionists any more. We 
:advocate palliatiY§...S, though we have no considerable faith in them, 
because we mnst promise something to the people who will vote for our 
candidates. But there is danger that in time means may be taken -for 
~nds ; and the existence of Anarchists is a guarantee -that that ~hall 
not be case." - ' 
. Such languafl"e would not have been above criticism; but it would 
have been honest and fair. And if the allied Socialists had added that 
Anarchists have done and are doing useful work even in the theoretical 
pr~paganda; that they have reconciled to Socialism numbers of people 
who regarded with alarm the authoritarian and centralising tendencies 
of Social Democracy ; and that they have been instrumental in. widening 
the views of Social Democrats themselves ;-well, if they had said so, 
they wou.ld have told the truth; and they would not have a,ppeared to 
wish to climb to power by trampling upon their nearest friends. . 

. It is p1·oposed to ' 1rep1·in.t the c6bove as c6 pe'Yllny parnplilet . We invite ail 
corn1·ades to send 'US AT ONCE c6ny c1·iticisms cmd suggestions f 01· its imprnve-
1nent U?hich may occu1•, to them,; c6lso 01·rj,e1·s /01.- the p_arnphlet, which we 
ftope to p1·int in about afm·tnight. · 

The ..Age of Cant. 

_ENGLAND has long been regarded. as the Hypocrite of nations. In 
England there is a -complete seve_rance between profession and practice. 
No one dreams of uniting thought and action. In England we behold 
religiorJ. without faith, s0ciety -without morality, government without 
justice. All is morally dead. Bury it quickly, and give us a glorious 
resurrection . _ 

In nothing is our cant and hypocrisy' seen more clearly than in 
reference to the so-called "Royal Wedding." Read in the public press, 
from day to day, t~e sickening twaddle about_ the ·coming .eyent, in 

-- which, we are told, w~ are all so deeply interested. The classes would 
li~e a nat~nal holiday in honour of the occasion, and the official world 
would be delighted with a liberal expenditure of public money and a 
grand display of bunting. _ ' 
· In connection with the general movement to raiSe some · little 
enthusiasm, we see a complete indifference to the general condition of 
the country. 'l'hete is no thought about the people, except to get their 
shouts a1id cheers when it seems desirable; no regard whatever to the 
-~tensive . depression of trade, or to the tens of thousands out of 
-'employment ; no 8ympathy for the sufferings qf _the starving workers. 
By some, we are told that royalty costs only three farthings per head 
,of the population, and th:;i,t its abolition could not make any ~ppreciable . 

~ difference . to the _ mass of the people. By others, we are assured that 
- tpe Crown i~ parting with its lands gave up far mo1•e than it receives. 
·And there are working men foolish enol)gh to believe these statements. 
Other.swill allegE;), as an excuse for their criminal apathy, that if the 
royal family did 'not haye the money they should not, and therefore it 
is of no use botl_iering. .. . -

Yet it ~s well to look aLthis question of the cost of royalty. We 
are told that the Ci':il List is £385,000, which _is nothing fo_r a nat!on 
,like 'England. But ther~ are, other items. During last year, -the 
Queen received from -th_e DtJchy of Lancastf1r £4B;ooo. In connection 
with the same Duchy, there is an annuity of £27,000; also an ancient 
fee of £101 per. :umu.rn . . Iri ~888_, /accc:>rding to a Parliamentary 
pnper, the cost of royal palaces, on the average of seven years, was 
£40,030 a year; , that of royal parks, £1-16,0()0. Whe!l .Yictoria came 

to the throne in 1837, £300,000 was spent on a new ball-room at 
Buckingham Palace, and £70;'o00 on new stables and dog-kennels. 
Ear!y in 1850 we r~ad the following =:---" The sJeeping beds o~cupied by" 
the dogs of her MaJ~sty and . the .P~mce Consort, are in five compart­
ments at the extremity of the bmldmg, the latter well supplied with 
water and paved with asphalte, the bottoms having good falls, to ensure 
their: dryness and c~eanness ; the building enters into three green yards 
roon;iy and healthy." The sanitary arrangements all good. _No over~ 
crowding, no lack of fresh air; plenty of room for exercise. Compare 
the accommodation for the dogs with the miserable dens in which 

. hundreds of thousands of the workers have to live. Again: "Each 
horse of he.r Majesty's stud has two sets of clothing-one for day, and 
one for night. Hot-air is supplied to the carriage houses, in order to 

.:keep the royal carriages well-aired, during the cold, damp weather in 
winter.'1 4-nd this appalling contrast be~ween the thought and care 
taken by the rich and powerful for their possessions, and their indiffer­
ence to -the masses of miserabJe fellow-men by whom they are sup:·ounde<l, 
can existjn Christian England, at the close of the 19th cen~ury-in 
the land of the wise, the brave, and the free! 

But her Majesty has lwr royal yachts, four in number, for which the 
nation p?-id .£275,528, the annual maintenance of which is returned at 
.£34,656, and the total cost of which is not less than £100,000. Again, 
let us take the trades~en's bills for the royal household :-For bread, 
£2,050; milk and cream, £1,478; butter, cheese, eggs, and bacon, 
£4,976; fi,sh, £1,070-would buy 39,580 · lbs. at ls. a lb.;- poultry, 
£3,633-36,330 fowls at 2s. each; butcher's meat, £9,472-equal to 
100 oxen .at £30 each, 150 calves at·£4 each, 1,500 sheep at £2 each, 
and 314 la~bs at 30s. each; grocery, £4,044; oilery, fruit, etc., 
£3,534; ale, £2,811-31,612 gallons at 2s. per gallon; liquors, £1,843, 
wines, £4,850--19,400 bottles at 5s. each; lamps and candles, £7,307 ; 
coals, £6,846-4,324 tons at 30s. per ton ; table linen, glass and chin~, 
£5,543; new furnjture (yearly), £12,000: new horses and carriages, 
£ 7 ,800 ; etc., etc. ·-

If we turn to the Prince of Wales, he has from Parliament £40,000 
for himself; from the Duchy of Cornwall, from- £60,000 to .£70,000 
a year; an annuity of .£16,216. Tl::en Parliament gives him £10,000 
a year to support his wife, and £36,009 to support his children, as well 
:;1.s the salaries for the offices he holds, the- duties of which he never 
performs. . 
· The total cost of royalty is over one million per annum, and would 
give a ponnd a week to each of twenty thousand families. And a 
starving people tolerate it. 

But royalty is the centre around which rally all the vampires that 
prey upon the vitals of the peo.Ple. It is the central institution of the 
system of wholesale plunder by which the people are reduced to 
slavery, w~nt, and misery. 1'he throne, the altar, privilege, and 
usury, are the corner stones of the present,systein of robbery. 

But roya{ty is an essenthilly barbarous institution, and depends 
partly on the _splendour of its- saturnalia, partly on an unreasoning 
superstition, and partly on the element of brute force. Its exi. tence 
is a violation of the principle of equal liberty, as well ~ an insult to 
the intelligence of the age. Royalty is essentially degrading to all 
concerned. It destroys . the dignity of all within the sphere of its 
influence. 

We have seen the ha.ndsom~ provision m_ade for the welfare of the 
royal dogs. But even royal · dogs are not immortal. In the Weekly 
Dispatch pf August 18th, 1844, we r~ad of the death of the royal dog 
Eos. It died on the lst of August. A post-?1io1·tern examination was 
made by Dr. Brown, house-surgeon. The dog died of old age. The 
next day, Mr. -Whiteman, clerk in the office of Woods and Forests, 
received -orders to make the necessary arrangements for the funeral. 
Mr. Bate, under~aker, Mr. Lawrence, bricklayer, and Mr. H~rley, 
stone-mason, received 01ders to make the coffin and the tomb. · The 
coffin was thickly studded ,with silver-gilt nails, and tastefu:lly lined 
with Salisbury flannel. A marble monument was erected over the 
mor.tal remains of ~os, with a suitable inscription. No reference need 
be made to paupers' burials. - . 
- In the Djspatch of August 25th of the same year, we read of the 
death of the royal dog Dash, which died on the 20th of December, 1840. 
It was buried with all tl e horjours due to its exalted station. "A very 
beautiful and rather expensive monument has been erected over the 
last resting place of Dash, and /on the top of the pedestal is a ve1~y 
elaborate portrait of the dog in a recumbent position, to which ·is 
.appended the following inscription, written by her Majesty herself:- ~ 
'Here lies Dash, the favorite spaniel of her Majesty, Queen Victoria, 
by whose co~mand this memorial was erec_ted, He aied on the _20th 
December, 1840, in his ninth yE'._ar. His attachment was witho?t 
selfishness, his playfulness without malice, his fidelity without deceit. 
Reader, if you would live beloved, and -die regretted, prvfit by the 
example of D~sh.' " · . 

0, ye starving slaves of old England, honour the ... royal wedding, and 
rejoice in your degradation! Follow, 0, ye slaves, the example ·of .the 
royal_ ~log Dash, and rattle your chains to a pauper's grave. 

· J. SKETCHLEY. 

o:rganiz~d Labor. \ 

THE AMALGAMATED TAILORS' MANIFESTO. 

Tms manifesto is a true indication of the tendency of the labor move­
ment towards the development of trade centres capable of looking after 
their _ow.n affairs by means of organization. Instead of looking out~ 
,wards to government_.t.o assist them in their fight against the greed.of 
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capitalists, 'vorkers are 'more and more faking the matter-into th~ir own-
hands. · , 

The Tailors' Union is -forced into action by the organization of. 
masters, w}io :are 'determined to force a new log up~n the workers, 
whereby prices will be reduced and the whole trade consequently 
injured. It i~ the old story; but the tailors are going to make a strong 
stand, and even if -they are la.te in setting about making a widespread 
organi.zation, they will lay the foundation of a movement which must 
in a short time be irresistible. , . 

Thjs tendency . exists and. is f ~lt a~ soon as the most. press,ing needs 
of each are satisfied and in proport10n as the productive power of the 
race increases: It' becomes an active force every time a great idea 
comes to oust the mean preoccupati9ns of every-day life. 

How can we doubt then that when the instruments of productio~. 
are placed . at the s~rvice ~f all, when business i~ conducted on co~­
munist principles, when labor, having reco-v•ered it_s place of honor m 

.society, produces much more than is necessary to all-:--how can we do~b,t 
but that this force (already so powerful) will enlarge its sphere of action 
till it becomes the ruling principle of social life? . The grand idea of looking iiiward to the union is the first important 

truth the tailors·, 'ndividually and collectively, can learn; and if this 
important step he only supplemented by the further grasp , of true 
principles of economy, this union may set the lead for a new life 
throughout unions of' workers in general. 

It would surely not ~e an impossible task for the union to absorb all 
workers in the trade, for it is owing to the faulty nature of the con­
stitution of unions t):iat s~me good workers will not come into them, and 
many indiffer~11t and unfortunate ones are expelled from their ranks, 
to swell the number of the unemployed and blacklegR. For instance,._ 
piece-work operates to the detriment of the trade in many evil ways: 
it engenders severe and cruel competition, which cultivates a spirit of 
hostility among the workers, and thus the ide.a of union is rendered 
foreign to great numbers. Not only that: it breaks t4e wa ges, stimu­
late sweating, and creates the unemployed, in this way:-

To begin with, a good worker earns a good wage; too good, the 
master thinks, and, in order to handicap him, lowers the whole wages : 
and thus, while this worker may get along-fairly well, his fellow-workers 
are hardly pressed to make both ends meet, and have to sweat for a 
livino·. But the good worker cannot always remain in first-rate form; 
wbeu he is ill, or getting old, he too has to sweat under the state of 
hin•Ts he has brought about, in the first instance, by being a superior 

hand ; and so he reaps the reward of competiti9n ; for had he not, by 
his uperiority, broken the wages, he would always have had a fair 
pay. 

However, this is a point of detail which, :µo doubt, the union will 
look to. Under a better constitution, wag~s will rise, while the un­
employed and blacklegs will be absorbed '; and the union, then a body 
of trength, will be in a position to examine more closely the whole 
economic question. There is no reason then why trade communes 
should not develope, and ultimately, by a system of combined com­
munes, attain a practical solution of the labour question. 

- F.M. 

THE 
CO NQU-EST OF BREAD. 

By PETER KROPO'l'KINE. 

'CHAPTER IIl.-4NARCHIST COMMUNISM. 

I. 

. ( Gontin.ued f 'roni p1·evious niwnle-r.) 
Moreover, there is a tendency, though still a feeble one, to consider 

the needs of the individual, irrespective of his past or possi~le_services 
to the community. We are beginning to think of society as a whole, 
each part of which is so intimately bound up with the. others that a 
ervice rendered to one is a service rendered t<;> all. 
Wh~n you go into a public library--not indeed the liational Library 

o.f Pa~LS, but, say, into the British Museum or the Bei:lin Library-the 
h_?~arian dqes not ask what services you have render:ed to soeiety before 
givmg you the old book, or the fifty old books, which you rE;lquire, and 
he comes to yo,ur assistance if you do riot know how to 1.!lal!.age the 
catB:logue. By ~eans of uniform credentials-and very often a contri­
?ution of w~rk i~ preferred-the scientific society opens its museums, 
its gardens, its h~rary, ~its laboratories, and its annual conversa.ziones 
to each of its metll.?er~, whether he be a Darwi.n, or a .simple amateur. 
A~ St. Petersburg; if you are pursuing an invention, you go into a 

special labora~o1~y ora wo_rkshop, where you aregivenaplace,acarpenter's 
benc?, a ~urnmg latpe, all the necessary tools and scientifi.9 instruments, 
provided only you know how to use them ; and you are allowed to work 
there as long as you please. There are the ' tools int~rest others in 
your idea, join with fellow .workers skilled in various crafts or work 
alone. if you prefer it. Invent a flying machine, , or invent ~othing­
that is your own affair. You, are pursuing an idea-that is enl>ugh. 

In the same way, those who man the lifeboat do not ask c"rede-ntials 
~rom the c.rew of a sinking ship ; they launch their boat, risk their· lives. 
m the ragmg waves,c-arrd sometimes perish, all to save men whom they 
do not ev~n know. And what need to know them? ."They are 
human bemgs, and they ne.ed our aid--that is enough that establishes _ 
their right-- - To the rescue ! " ' 
T~us we fin.cl a te~dency, eminently Communistic, springing up on 

a~l s1d~s , and. m v~rious guises, in the very heart of theoretically Indi­
vidualist Societies .. 
. Supl?o~e that one of our great citie~, so egoistic in ordinary times, 

were VIS1ted t?-morrow by some calamity-£ siege, for instance-that 
~am.e sel~sh city ~ould deciq.e that th~ ji,-st needs ,to satisfy were those 
of the chil.dren an~ . the ,aged. Without asking what .services t~ey had 
rendered or. were h~ely t~:render to society, it would first of all fe'ed 
them. Then t~e co_mbatants would be cared for,- irrespective of the. · 
Q.Ourage or the mtelligence which each has ,displayed, and tho_usan~s of 
men and women )Vould outvie each other in unselfish devotion to the 
wounded. · . 

\ 

Following the.se indications, and considering further t.he practical 
side .of expr_opriation, of which we shall speak in the foll0wmg ~hapters, 
we are convinced that our first oblio-ation when the revolut10n shall 
have broken the power upholding the pre~ent system, will be to realise 
Communism without delay. _ · 

But ours is neither the Communism of Fourier and the Phalans­
teriens, nor of the German Stabe-sogialists. ·It is Aparchist Commun­
ism, Communism without government-the Communisi;i of the _Fre~. 
It is the synthesis of the two ideals purrned by humamty throughout 
the ages : Economic and PolitiCal Liberty. 

II. . 
IN t~king '"Anarchy" for our ideal of political organisation we are 
o:nly giving expression to another marked tendency of bu~an P.rogress. 
'fheneve:r European societies have developed up to a certam pomt they 
have shaken off the yoke of authority and substituted a system found?d 
roughly more or less on the principles of individmd liberty. .And· his­
tory shows· us that these periods of partial or getleral revolut10n, when 
the gov~rnments were overthrown, were also periods of sudden progress 
both i:p, the econonmic and the intellectual field. NOW it is the enfran­
chi~ement of the communes, whose monuments, produced by the free 
labor of the Guilds, have ne\ er been s•.!rpassed, now it is the Peasant 
Rising wh~ch brought about the Reformation .and imperille~ the Papacy; 
and then again it is the society, free for a brief space, which was cr~a­
ted at the other side of the Atlantic by the malcontents from the old 
Werld. 

Further, if we observe the present development of civilised peoples 
we see, most unmistakably, a movement ever more and more marked 
to limit the sphere of action of the government, and to allow more a~d 
more liberty to the individual. 11his evolution is going on before our 
eyes, though cumbered by the ruins and rubbish of ;>ld instituti?ns 
and old superstitions. Li~e all evolutions, it only waits a. revolution 
to overthrow the old obstacles whicti block the way, that it may find 
free scope in a regenerated society . . 

After having striven long in vain to solve ~he in~oluble pro~lem: 
the problem of constructing a government "which will constram the 
individual to obedience, without itself ceasing to be the servant of 
society," men at last attempt to free themselves .from every form of 
government and to satisfy their need for organisation by a free contract 
between individuals and groups pursuing the same aim. The indepen­
dence of each smali territorial unit becomes a pressing need; mutual 
agreement replaces law, ·and everywhere regulates indiYidual int_erests 
in view of a common object. 

AH that was once looked on as a function of the government is today 
called in question. Things are arranged more easily'and more satisfac- /' 
torally without the intervention of the State . . In studying the progress 
made in this direction, we a1,e led to conclude that the tendency of the 
human race is to reduce government intel'fetence to zero; ih fact, to 
abolish the State, the personification of injustice, oppre,ssion and mono-
poly. . . -- . 

We can already catch glimpse1' of a world m whwh the bonds which 
bind the individual are no longer laws, but social haoits--the rt~ult . 
of the need felt by each -one of us to seek the support, the co-operation, 
the sympathy of his neighbours. - , 

Assaredly the idea of a society without a .State will give rise to at 
least as many obj'eotions as the political ~conomy of a socie~y without 
private capital. We have all been brought up from our childhood to 
regard the State as a sort of Providence, a~l our educat~on., the Rom::in 
history we learned at school, the Byzantian Code which we studied 
later under the name of Roman Law, and the various sciences taught 
at the universities, accustom us to believe in government and in the 
virtues of the State Providential. · · 

To maintain this superstition whole systems of philosophy'have been · 
elaborated an.~ taught, all p9J.itics are based on this principle, and each -
P<?litician, whatever his complex:io?, comes .fo_tw(li'd . ~md . says to tl?-e 

· pe0ple, " give me the power, and I both can and will free you from 
the miseries which press so heavily upon you."· 

From the cradle to the grave aH our actions are guided .by this prin­
ciple. Open any .book ofi sociology or jurisprudence, a11d you will fin~ 
there the government, its o'rganisation, its acts, filliI;tg so large a place 
that we come to"'believe that there is nothing outside the government 

_and the world of statesmen. 
The same lesson is repeated in divers tones by· the Press. · Whole 

columns are devoted to. Parliamentary d~bates arid political intrigues, 
but the multitudinous daily life of the people only comes casually into 
view in some paragraph ref erring to some economic queMl.on or .the 
work~ng of som,e law, or 'in the reports of the police courts. And" 
while readi·ng the newspapers one is apt to forget that, beyon~ these 
few personaglis, whose importance has-been so magnified that they seem 
to hide humanity in ·their C?bstructing shadows, made larger by _our 
ignorance, beyond t.hese there are countless human beings, almost the 
whole huma.n race, in' fact, who are growing up and dying, -suffering, 
working ~ancl spending, thi11king and creating. 

· · - . (To be continu,ed.) 
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N 0 TES. 
AT LAST. 

The Governor of Illinois has set Fielden, N eebe and Schwab at 
liberty, holdin,g that their trial was u_nfair and the Court prejudiced. 
And what about the five, murdered by means of the same Court, whose _ 
wrong can never now be redressed~ The capitalist press is furious 
with the Governor for his act of tardy justice. 

THE NEW DRILL. 
The prevailing spirit of the time is reyealed even in the new army 

reaulations for Infantry Drill, recently issued to the Press, though the 
bl~ndering old War Office has see'n fit to recall them at the last mo­
ment from general circulation, so that the confusion which has distrac­
ted the army for the last fifteen months may continue a little longer. 
The war of 1870-71 proved to all ·but English tacticians that it was no 
longer possible to bring soldiers to the attack in solid battalions. Fight­
ina in line and fighting in column have since then ,become as extinct· 
as 

0
their counterparts in politics, the well-drilled party and the "com­

pact liberal majority," will soon -become. For years past, all great 
armies, beginning with the German, have been organised so as to fight 
in -sections or "groups," for that is the technical ·word, appai·ently 
borrowed from the Anarchists. 

For years past the object of the best drill has been, not the mechan­
ical and undeviu,ting movement of masses which excites such admiration 
on Wimbledon Common, but the education of the individual soldier in 
self-confidence, activity and resource. In the battles of tpe future, 

_-the control of the generals and higher officers will cease as soon as the 
front of battle_ is formed; the control of the Captains will cBase as 
scion as the firing; begins: the firing will depend upon the serjeants 
and other non-commissioned officers; the result of the finai assault 
will depend simply upon the individual private fighting with his little 
group of comrades, often perhaps isolated even from them. 

It is impossible to over-estimate the effect of this new system of 
"individualist,, , drill upon the workers who form the great continenLal 
.armies. The workers are always in the fighting line; they are always 
under fire. They must learn the new tactics, and fight in groups of 
comrades or man 15y man, no longer caring for mechanical compact 
majorities. , We congratulate the War Office on their adoption, how­

. ever belated, of the true Anarchist system. We gratefully recommend 
their new ·Reel Book as a convin~ing Anar~hist pamphlet. The next 
time that the Duke of- Cambridge taJrns the field, the little red flag of 
Anarchy wil( be fluttering from the point of his famous umbrella, 
whether he knows it or not. / 

ANARCHIST LITERATURE IN THE -ARMY. 

themselves of, being ruled by a class with opposing interests, but appa­
rently some of them don't see yet that t~e injustice i~ precisely as great 
when any section of workers takes upon itself to decide what ,another 
shall or shall not work at. 

NoT DANGEROUS 
'rhe Tirnes correspondent at Berlin reassures any timid conservative 

who may have been alarmed by the Social Democratic successes at the 
poll, by ob§erving that the Social Democr~ts: have ceased to be a revo­
fotionary party in methods, whatever their aims may be. 

MAJORITY RULE AND THE WILL 01!' THE PEOPLE. 
The German government quite hop~ to carry t~eii: Army bill in sp.it.e. 

of the unpopularity of the measure with the maJ?rity ~f -Germa~ c:t1-
zens. Slender majorities in relatively small constituencies ~av~ won or 
saved seat after seat for the friends of the government, while m popu­
lous districts overwhelming majorities had pr~nounced ~gainst them. 
The proportion of voters at the first ballot. aqa1~1~t the B~lls was ~t least 
5 to 4 and yet it seems likely that the maJority m the new Reichstag 
may be in favor of them. 

M:r . ..A.ube:ro:n. Herbert's "Volu.:n• 
ta:ry State." 

PART I. 
CoNSERVATISM seems to me to 'be giving another dying gasp as I read 
two leaflets lately issued by Mr. Auberon Herbert. The habit of 
domination dies hard, and dies hardest, of course, at its tap-root, 
Mammon. Mr. Herbert, as we know, still retains an unshaken belief 
in the rightfulness 9f property-owning, and in the healthfulness of 
commercial cQmpetition; consequently, he acquiesces without a sigh 
in the tortuom; wriggles human nature is compelled into executing in 
th

1
e name of the wage-system, and acquiesces, also, in just as much 

· hired brute force as may be required to keep property where it is, 
commercial competition what it is, and the wage-earner in his "proper 
place," i.e., at the beck and call of the wage-dispenser. This is con­
servatism, pure and simple, candid and honest; but Mr. Herbert, 
besides believing in property and its train ' of .... consequences, also 
believes in the development of individuality up to the limits necessarily 
imposed by property rest'rictions, and is possessed by the idea that 
property-ow·ning on part of some, and property-seeking on p~rt o~ all, 
is a means by which t,hat blessed thing·, Liberty, may be obtarned. 
The thing he chiefly objects to is that particular function of Government 
which limits the ctbsolute swcty of the individual p1·ope1'.ty-owne1·, _com­
pulsory taxatioi'i ;-the taking of money out of pri~ate pockets for so-
called public purposes. . _ 

One of the new leaflets gi.Ves a sketch of the" Voli'witary State" which 
(as soon as, and no sooner, than mankind at large shall have peaceably 
e".'olved towards a recognition of the evils of compulsory taxation) is to 
somehow bless us all by ensuring the repose of money in the private 
pocket, until, and unless, voluntarily drawn forth by owner of the 
pocket for purposes which, whatever their public significance, shall be 
yet-frankly and primarily that ow1rnr's i~dividual purposes. 

WI?.at place in this Voluntary State for us Anarchists, who re~ard 
property as a word-based illusion, and ownership a myth? 

The other leaflet gives twenty-three "Reasons why we object to ·Coni- . 
pulsory Tctxcttion in all its forrrns." - _ 

The spirit which animates the "Liberty [of] Property Defence 
League " breathes throughout both these manif estoes ; and, if space .be 
allowed me, I will take their clauses, one by one, and do my best to give 
an Anarchist's reasons for repudiating them. 

A comrade writing from Brighton says :-" A group of soldiers I was 
talking to -yesterday, on the occasio~ of a big 'indignation meeting' 
here, eagerly took .f!1·eedoms and ·'Weals, .and yet these lads read our 
literature at some risk. Quite lately a soldier, here in Brighton,' got 
'six months' because a 'Weal was found in his pocket. I am.more and 
more convinced that property's hirelings -in red and blue are" beginning 
to recognise the :p.ature of their calling and are increasingly ~ick of it." . 
No wonder that' there ar~ in military circles from time tQ time cogita­
tions-as how best to make Tommy Atkins believe his "lot's a 'appy one.'' 
Bu.t a smart uniform and· trots behind a brass band somehow are .not 
sufficient compensations for being prohibited to think, and so Tommy / 
kicb 9ut occasionally. .. · 

The Voluntary State " limns the features " of what, without dis· 
respect, I may call a Pocket Utopia. It is to be a State iJ?. which th.e 
pocket is to be in a heaven of its own. And each man is to ca:rry his 
own share of heav.en in his pocket, or nowhere. The pocket 1s to be 
regarded a_s part of the person of the individual. In Mr. Herbert's 
words, "It is impossible to separate f 1reedorn of action f 'rom fi·eedorn of 
possession. A man acts through and by means of the various substances 
of the world, and if he is not free to acqufre and own these 'Substances_ 
as an indiYidual, neither is he free to act as an iudividual."-:-a fancy I 
hear some comrade ejaculate; " What _hopeless .rot ! ") The Voluntary 
State is to be a state in which the volition oi the property-owner shall 
virtually be t:he sole moving power : in which, too, the protection ?f all, 
as persons, is to be practically of seeondary importance to protect10n .of 
some, as ownm·s, since under its provisions it is the pers~ms of property­
owners, and of those whom it may suit property-ow~ers volunuwy to 

-pay to have p~·otected, who alone are to have the services of ~h~ .hired 
brute force which this Voluntary State will support. I will quote. 
"The Voluntary State would be founded on the following principles:~ 

(1.) ~'It (the State) would acknowledge ~s ~t~ highest law, supr~Ill;: 
above itself, the sovereignty ot the md1vidual. In J. ~· 1.VhlL 
words, ' Over himself, over his own body and mmd, th,e 
individool would be sovereign;' in Mr. Herbert Spencer s 

/, 

INTERNATIONAL MINERS' CONFERENCE. 
The Brw;sels Conference has unanimously declared in favor of the 

socialisation of mines ; and has besides taken a step towards equality 
by demanding ejght hours ~or surface workers as well as miners. Un­
fortunately it . h~s also · ~a~en a st~p tge opposite way by carrying a 
resolution agamst perm1ttmg female labor in or about mines, "the 
more easily because there were no female delegates present to oppose 
it." Mine work may or ~ay not be suited to women, but tP,at is a 
question-for women to dec1d~. :Most male workers see the injustice to 

/ 

words, ' The widest possible liberty of ·each would be only 
limited by the like liberty of all.'" · · 

How heartily will every Anarchist . echo th~e s~~in_gs, addi1~~ only 
that the like liberty of all can:not exist so long as hberty remams an 
article 'of commerce . depending on "property "-that skeleton-key, 
forged by force and' fitted by fraud, and_ kept in the hands. of the 
" owner " to open the gate to freedom : the gate -ov~r which th~ 
cµstodi~~s had written in the blooa of the down-trodden of the crow 
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- outside--'~ No ThO'roughf are .. " The like liberty of every baby born ! 
Where, so long as property thus bars the way, shall parents find 'this 

_ _preliminary boon for their little ones ? 
(2.) " So far -as it employed force, the State would simply do so to 

protect person and property from injuries inflicte~ l:l!gainst the 
will or consent of the injured person. It would. use force to 
guarantee every living person against the murderer, the thief, 
and the swindler, and his property against injurious acts; but for 
no other purpose." 

Against this clause we Anarchists urge two considerations _:..___( a) The 
- thief and the swindler are two culprits incidental to the mammon-based 
system under which we live; they are bred of that institution 
"property" itself, which, if you anywhere scratch its surface, stands 
revealed as .a consolidated theft and swindle, and, like a ripe cheese, is 
ready to produc~ its own maggots to prey upon it. So long as poor 
humanity is forced to tolerate this gigantic and pestilent evil,-let it-

-thieve and swindle-be robbed and swindled; force will be of no avail 
against th~ production of ·the natural maggot ; fraud will, as heretofore, 

--always ,, go one better" than force; and the "voluntary" law (how 
funny that sounds!) be as frequently evaded by the cunning of the 
hungry, and the cunning of the . would-be rich and richer, as in these 

-days of c_ompulsory taxation. (b) The "murderer"? Deduct all the 
murders committed for property's sake, or because of grievances having 
t heir root-cause in property (the institution rather than the thing), and 
how many remain i ' Would the number of met} and women ready to 
t o destroy one another, fm· Cbny ccbuse cbt cdl, under a system of society 

doubt~dly this tendency is p!Jrpetually v;~iated toc:1~y by the tyranny of oflfoialism, 
and by the profitmongering ·of monopohsts, trymg_ h~w muc~ they can get for 
theml!elves out of their neighb_ors' needs. The capitalist? ':h.eth~r governm~nt 
dep:;i.rtment or private individual,· only ceas!'ls to measure mdividu~l consumpt10n 
in those cases where he has already learnt that the cost of measurmg eX'.ceeds the 
returns to be gained by it. Probably our monopolis~s, b~inded by their narr?w 
view of self-interest, have not yet discovered anythmg h~e the ox~e~~ to which 
the waste of hum:m energy might ev:_en now ~e economised by givrng up th~ 
:p:ieasuring system. Probab7 as they discover it, the tendency towai:ds Comn;u1i~ 
ism will be thus developed... ~ , .. . 

But {;his is not all. Nor is it the principal factor ill: the growth of Commumsm. 
To whatever extent the estimate of individua:l ma-terial return· due for Jabor ex­
pended ~ow enters into exchange value, that estimate. depending on t~e exist~ng 
condition of the human mind is continually liable- to change. · A~ . so?ial feelmg 
and social inteIJigence grow ·each man comes to attach ~ore and more 1m_p?rtanc_e 
to his neio-hbors' needs in relation to his own expenchture of energy. To the 
Socialised ni.an the extent to which he is able to satisfy by his work the needs of 
his fellows along with his own largely determines the extent of his own satisfac­
tion .in working. He will be disposed to regard his expenditure of energy as most 
profitable to himself when it ' supplies most human n.!?eds-whethe~· the _most 
nu~erous or the m;:>St pressing. The g_rowth of social sympath;y ancl u~_tell gent 
realisation of social fellowship is capalJle of r9oc1ifying the pra.cbcal basis of ex­
change to an extent little dreamt of by many of the e_conomIS_ts :who now talk 
abo~t the relative importance of cost and utility. It is. to . this mental gro.wt_h 
that we Anarchist Communists look for the actual realisation of a Co,rnmumstic 
society. We agree .with our correspondent in holding that enforced ~o.mmuni~m 
is not Anarchistic.; but we hold that ·wit1out Communism ~narchy is imp:acti.c­
able. A free society implies bo~h-Communism in economics and Anarolusm rn 
polit~cs.-En.J 

KROPOTKINE'S VISIT TO AMERICA. 
where all should have more than the scope, the ease, the resources, and 
enjoyments now monopolised by a few-would the number of murderers Comrade KropotKine asks us to publish the following letter, a copy of whicn 
wader a Free State· be worth the ugly risk to social peace implied in a _·he is also sending to Solidarity and Freiheit. ' 
tandin2" apparatus of force to .Q:uarantee citizens against their attacks? Dear Comrades -I learn throuO'h Freiheit that the American com1'ades are 

'-' '-' ._, organizing for me' a lecturing tour.
0 

There must be some mi~take in the matte:, 
urely the question answers itself. as I have already twice written to friends in Ame!}?a? . m answe1: to their 
(3.) " It (the Voluntary ... State) would establish Free- Trade in enquiries, that, to my very great rr.gret, I see no poss1b1hty of commg to the 

everything. It would have no Tariffs, or Custom Duties. States for the present. · . . . _ 
- It would not interfere with or regulate any part of production At any rate, if I on1y could come, I should have orga.m~ed m~r Journey m such 

or distribution. So far as force was concerned, would not inspect · way that. the comrades should have n~thing_ whatever. to do w~th a "guarantee 
fund'' and 'like money matters, and nnght give all then attention to propagand:i 

anything or anybpdy; would not guarantee the safety of any of ideas a.lone. 
article used by the public, or the fitness of any person employed." . 

And so on. 
Good. And yet we maintain that neither Free Trade, nor free any-

thing else, can be possible under Capitalism. The profit-monger, the 
man with capital, must always push markets about, and coerce the 
~ ion of the man who is destitute of capital or who repudiates 
pTOfit.:. The man who will not starve '"'.:hile. he waits will always force 
his own terms, under one form or another, on the man who cannot wait 
.and live. And then, what mockery it is to talk of not interfering with 
-0r r egulating -any part of production or distribution, so long ·as the 
force-protected private property-owner 'remains, and that system of 
-competing in mere pur~uit of "property," which, once owned by the 
mo t rutl1less or the most cunning, means so much opportunity snatched 
-clean away from neighbours right and left. 

(4 .) ".No compulsory taxes or rates. [Only] voluntary contribu­
tions." 

Good again. But how about rents?(!) 
(To be continiwd.) 

C 0 R R E S P 0 N D E N C E. 
"TAKE' WHAT YOU NEED "-A FALLACY. 

To the Editor of FREEDOM. 
S ir,-=-While granting that gratuitous roais, bridges, museums. are communistic 

it m ay be questioned whether they are Anarchistic ; but a more serious flaw is 
-con cealed in the ·paragraph in Prince Kropotkine's article in "Freedom," June 
(p . 35), which follows that in relation to gratuitous instit~1tions. From season 
and zone tickets readers are informed it is but a short step to a uniform charge 
.such as prevails in the Po3tal Service. Now, in the first place, Postal charge3 
a re not unilorm. There, is a classification, and the only uniformity of charge 
consists _in _ignoring distance. Discriminating charges are made for v:wight, pri­
vacy, pr10r1ty (late fees and the regulations that packets at letter rate take 
precedence of those at the cheaper book rates), variation of contents (letters 
.exclu ed from circular rate), infreqttency ·of -repetition of title (mo11.thly news­
pa pers excluded from newspaper rates) and others~ Again, and mo~·e important 
fa it to observe that the apparent concessions to season ticket holders, and long 
distance journeys o:f passengers or mail matter cost next· to nothing. It -is an 
i nvaria ble law of value th;:i,t what costs little tends to sell for little, apart from 
its general utility. As Jevons would exp~e3s it, its final utility then falls, and 
this eventually affects its exchange value. When a train service is- established 
it costs scarcely anythiny more to run it full of passengers than empty, and wheu, 
once a man has purch>sed his ticket and been booked into a train it is a matter 
:almost of indi~erence to the company how far he may ride. , Uniformi,ty has so 
many economies that up to a certain point it p•ays to obtain it a.t some apparent 
'Sacrifice in other directions. It might be a personal requirement of a man to 
take his wife or servant with him on a raifway journey, but th3 zone or season 
ticket would n?t · ~llow it without a, further c-harge, although i 'l a cab drive no 
extra charge would_ be made; nor will the1post .. __office carry a two ounce Jetter for 
-th e ;;ame rate as one.* There is simply a reduction on taking a quantity . . • 

I am &c. · 
J . GREEVZ FISHER. 

[ Our correS(>Ondent's letter may be best answered by repr;nting a portion of 
t he passage that called it forth. "In spite of the narrowly egoistic turn given to 
men's minds by the commercial system, the tercdency towards Communism is con­
s t antly reappearing-and influences our act ivities in a variety of ways. . . . In 
a ll these innovations, and a thousand others, the teiidency is n'Jt ·to rneasure the 
i ndividual consurnpti"on. '' Kropotkine does :mot s,tate that our society is alrea.dy 
entirely Communistic or that all its par'.;ially comr:µ.unised institutions are Anar­
chist1c also. .He simply notes the existing tendency towards Communism. _ Un-

* In cabs tw9 persons a~e conveyed for same rate as one; here distance is .the 
costly _element, and number unimportant: 

·' 

Yours fraternally, 

Obser-va-tio:n.s on 
Commune 

P. KROPOTKINE. 

-the Russian 
(Mir). 

( 0 ontiniwd from, April nivrnbe?·.) 
GI'.eat was the disappointment and astonfahment of the Russian 

bureaucracy when in the year 1869, eight years after the emancipation, 
it was- found that only a very small and insi0 i:ficant minority had 
passed from .communal tenure to private p1·operty, wherea ·, ~ven in the 
provinces outside of Great-Russia, whole ma::sses abandoned private 
propert,y for the communal system. Still more amazed were the bureau­
cracyand the educatedcla es whenareport of the Moscow zemstvo showed 
that the communal system was , uperseding that of private property 
even in Moscow- the largest commercial and industrial centre of Rus­
sia. According to the investigations of Orlov, the statistician of the 
Moscow zernstvo, the market-gardeners of Moscow and the neighbor­
hood mana.ge their land on the communal .:y 'tem, with long terms of 
tenure. 

The entire life of the Great-Russians is filled with the spirit of asso­
ciation solidarity and common responsibility. If a man hires himself -
out as' a mower, all the arrangements are made by the A1·tel of his 
commune; in the same way drivers are engaged in whole A?•tels, an~ 
live, board, ~ven go-to the bath together. All a:-rangements are made 
and all expenses controlled by the elected " Starosta" or ~lder of the 
A1·tel, and, 'as soon as the work is finished, the money earned is divided 
by him, according to established custom. 'fhe _form taken by the Artel 
varies according to the character of the w01·k. From the A ?·tels of the 
Stock Exchange (the members of which conclude busines. transactions 
for the common advantage) to those of boat~en, water carriers and 
other poor folk- -all live and work on the principles of association and 
common responsibility. Even the prison life among the common con­
victs bears the signs of social organisation and self-government. 
Chains, the knout, penal servitude .... and self-government ! The 
combination · is _an absurdity ! And ~·et it exists. The nece;:;sity of 
keepino· some kind of order, however' incomplete, among the hundreds 
·of des1~erate people, who have nothing more to lose in life, has forced 
the legislators to grant to the convicts the privilege _ of choosing from 
among themselves a Stct?'Osta (elder). The Stw·ostci looks after the pro­
perty of the a3soci'.l.tion, the enti·ies a~1d division of donations, food and 
clothing,. and· the internal al'rangements of the convict' slives. And, 
stra.nge as it,. may appear, this Elder, while he fills the office of elected 
representative of the convict so~iety, is -strict to the last degree in the 
discharge of his dut\es, and even regulates .the interference of the pri­
son authorities. Of course the prison superintendent and hiS assistants 
do pretty much what they like with the conviets under the Starostci, 
but it is nevertheless characteristic that the -law recognises the rights 
of the Stcwosta, and the authorities know very well that no arbitrary 
-violation .of the rights of this appointed coHvict-chief ever paises ov~r .,_ 
withou.t mutiny a:nd ·even bloodshed. 

But the most perfect of the Great-Russian A ·rtels is that of the c~r­
penters. The whole-of Great-Russia, inCludii:i.g even the majority 0£ 
the city population, lives 'in wooden dwellings, and the carpentering 
trade is therefore of great importance. Everywher-e the carpenters 
from the same local_ity form themselveainto associations,~ each number-

.'i.. 
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iti,g from six or -eight up to twenty' persohs. The best and most exper~ ·an.d will of itself cease to e:XiRt. 
·ien.ced of th_e workers is elected manager, and finds work, ente-rs ii;ito The next chapter is devoted to showing that the terms Anar'chism­
contracts, receives deposits from the employer, and during the work and Communism are not opposed to each other, as the Individualists-. 
supervises matt_ers generally. Besides the manager, one man is also try to make oti.t: S·ocieties or associations, says Grave, are' iecogniSed 
elected to look after the dom_estic affairs of the. A 1rtel-viz., the food, . by .Anarchists, as by Individualists, as having been created ,. for the, 
lodging, washing efo: Ve-ry often: some member of the Artel brings his benefit of the individu~l, and not ~he individual for that -of societies . -
·wife with him; then the household is handed, over to her, and the their object being to obtain the greatest possible results with the least 
members of the A1·tel call her "1\fatka" (mammy). The)lfclttka pre- expenditure of labor; and therefore a state of f 'ree communism, in as;. 
~p~res the ·food and does the washing, and in leisure time darns and ' much as it would accompiish this object and satisfy the physical and 
~ :µiends for the whole association. At-the sharing of the earnings, when intellectual requirements of mim, who is P-ssentially a social animal and~ 
the· work is fi.nished, the Jl.f-atkclt and the young half-time workers get 'no~ an isolated individuality unaffected by the conditions of his fellow 
each half the ·share of an-able bodied worker; in some A1·tels the man- bemgs, woulq be a benefit to each and all, and not subject the indivi­
ager gets a share-and-a-half,--- and in most -case._s a double share. !11 dual to tyranny. Both Individualism and Altruism pushed to an 

- these assoeiations the members not only live together but eat from one extreme are equally harmful, but combined they resolve the:ipselv~s into, 
· common bowl. psually the dinner consists of so_ur caobage-soup, meat a third term, Solidarity, the ruling principle of the future society. · 

or -fish, and porridge. The meat or fish is cut up into small pieces and Speaking later on of the objection so often raised against Anarchis~ ­
thr0wn 'into the soup: Every member of the A1·tel waits for his turn, that they are too fond of discussing abstract questions; Grave very truly 

~and _is very careful not to dip in his spoon before his next neighbor on points out that, in as much as they aim at bringing about a total changec· 
t~& right hand side,_ and no one takes_a bit of meat or fish until the of present con'ditions, it is absolutely necessary for them to go deeply 
oldest p~rson present has clone so, tapping on the bowl with his spoon. into all' sorts ()f questions, so that they may clearly show the workers. 
Ca.ses of illn~ss are treated at the expense of the A1·tel, -and the cost is that they will never improve _their coµdition· by a mere change of mas­
declucted from the wages of the sick person only in those cases when ters; the 1!1-ere fact of being Anarchists implies that we do not wish 
the illness lasts longer than three days. When the job of work is people to follo..w our advice unless convinced of its desirability, which 

. ended, every member of the A1·tel is free to do what he pleases. 1\-s a can only be shown by serious study and · by reasoning out all sorts of 
_general rule the whole A1·tel goes back in a body to its QWn village, 9-uestions to theil' logical conclusion. We must prepare ourselves: 
where, in the absence of tbe pread--winners, the old men, the lads and_ mtellectually for the Revolution by th0~ght and education, just as the­
' particularly the w2men have been-carrying on the home affairs and per- bourgeoisie prepar~cl themselves for the abolition of royalty. 
forming the public duties of the absent. · _ _ Grave next attacks the important question as to whether man is in 
__ All public duties in a viliage· commune are eithei• elective or are per- himself -bad_ or whether he is not rather the cre~ture of circumstances, 
for~ed by every one in turn. The Starshina . of the Volost (parish or the. exp.ress10n of his environment, deter'iorating or improving in direct-­

- borough), the judges of the Volost and the Sta1·osta are chosen at the rat10 with his surroundings. Grave inclines to this latter opinion, but. 
meetings of the commune, and ~re-bound not to be absent from their cimsi~~rs that the fact that men are as good as they are .under existing 
duties for long at a time. Rut the· oflj.ces of "sotsky." and "dessiatsky" cond1t10ns is a strong proof of an essential tendency towards goodness. 
(a kind of domestic police) are ~lled by every on·e in turn. The Sotsky Bu~ be. they good or bad, the downfall of' capitalism is alike inevitable, 
and Dessiclttslcy have .. to give n.otice at the meetings of the communes of- as m e:ther-ca~e people still have the right to live as they wish and to· 
all documents and instructions received from the authorities,. to stand rev.olt if exploited. We cannot help, however, thinking that it is not. 
on guard on _all occasions when a guard is needed, to escort prisoners, ow:ng to a te1:1~ency towards goodness, as Grave puts it, but rather-. 
etc .... :-, But th_e character of the Russian peasantry is so rema:rkably owmg ~o _a spmt of c?wardice_ that men have allowed themselves to be' 
peaceable and qmet that gl!ards and escorts are comparatively rare1y ty;ranmsed and explmted. · 
required ; and it has therefore become the custom for women and lads . Th~ following . chapters deal with existing institutions, which Anarch-­
to repl~?e absent men in the offices of Sotslcy and bessiatsky. Besides ists WISh to de5troy: private property, the family as at present under­
the duties of So_tsky and IJ.essiatsky, which_ every man fulfils in turn, _ stood, gover?ment, the magistrac~, jingo patriotism, and. militarism. 
each household is bound, in case of fire, to help in extinguishing it and . After sketc~1?g the growth -of private property, Graves contends that. 
to provige some one or other of the necessary implements. In front of t~e bourgeoisie, unable any longer to maintain the theory of t_heir divine' 
e~ery c?ttage can be seen a little sign-board with a rough representa~ right to al~ the means of life, have built up a completely false science 
t1on ~fa hatchet, a bucket, a ladder or some other object. This me.ans ~o defend it; how, after terming everything Capital which is put out. 
th~t m case of fire th~ members of the household are bound to provide m the shape of labor, intelligence, machinery, etc., for the_ production 
t~1s particular implement. · of we~lth, a.nd requiring to be paid back in the shape of subsistence, 

The hardest thing in-the life of a village commune is the collection of se?ur1ty agamst risk, and wear and tear of machinery, etc., they have· 
tax~s. _ These have risen to absolutely monstrous figures, the- peasant still been unab1e to account for the surplus money capital, and so have, 

- ~aymg on the av~rage 50-and in some pla,ces 75-per cent, ~f the en~ been re.duqed to the absur~ity of saying that that capital is the reward 
tire produce of his land. The collection of taxes-and indeed the whole of abstmence ! . 
local _administration-is entrusted to persons chosen_ by the commune. . The chapter on government is ·a masterpiece of clear, logical reason-· 
Car~ is taken t~ choose men of µnstained reputation, and, if possible, mg. It shows ~ow the bourgeoisie only conceded ~niversal suffrage­

.,.__ one m comparatively easy circumstances, in order that their opinion ~hen the! sa~ it c,ould do th~m no harm, hqw the idea of represent­
. ma.y- carry weight at the meeting at which the division of . the taxes is :ng a nat10~ is a c?mp~-ete impossiblity, and how majority rule resolves 

decided upon. The collectors, the church Stcwosta, the judge and (on . _ itself really ~to µu!lonty rule, or at best means mediocrity rule. Almost 
the occasions when. there is such a person) the J(hodok,* -or debgate, everyone will agree that they themselves could do without government, 
r~present at these meetings the interests of the commune. These are but they .do not think others could, as -human be~ngs are as a rule so­
the most honorable posts to which a commune can elec.t any meII1.ber, bad, which, as Grave says, comes to this: Taken as a whole men are 

_~ and ar~ always filled without payment. As for the offices of Sta1·osta, too_ bad to be able to agree among themselves, but taken individually­
Sta1·shinclt _of the volo~t and voter on the zernstvo the· election to them they are fit to -govern others. 

· alw~jR takes place under pressure exercised by' all-powerful Russian . The ~hapter on proposed reforms also deserve_s careful study, show-­
- offie1aldom, and these elec~ions are losing their communal character mg .as it does that all such measures put in force under the present 

with every day and sin~ing into mere 11ominations by-the police. cap1tali~t s:ystem must always turn in the long run to the advantage of 
the cap1tahsts and the greater misery of the workers. H~ also deals 
wi~h t4_e mistake -of .advising the use of governmental machinery t0> 
brmg a~out. Anarch1s~, truly say~ng that the only way to bring about 
Anarchism is to act as Anarchists. The Revolution he concludes is. 
under present circ~mstaI}-ces necessary and ine~itabl~, and must be ~sed 
by the .Anarchists as ·a means to bring aboufan end-Anarchism. 

·"Anarchism and _a Moribu.n.d 
Society.'' 

A most interesting and important book on the Anarchist movement 
e~ti~led ''La Societe Mourante et l~.Anarcliie," t has just been brought 

-out iu French by Jean Grave, for some time past editor of La Revolte. 
Another work of Grave's, "Society on the Morrow of the Revolution" 
:ptrblished under -the nmn de plume of Jean le Va<Tre which has reached 

~ its 13th edition il:l France, is a!ready known to o~r 'readers, having run ~ 
through Freedorn, from January 189.0 to March 1891. 
. The lst chapter of "Anarchism arid a moribund Society" deals with _ 

the growth and development of the 4narchist idea, showing how it 
~prang ·up from t~e '?n~efine~ aspirations of humanity-the "enragees" 
m. t~e J!rench Revolution bemg amongst its pioneers ; ho\'· it began to 
be put mto shape by Proudhon .and others, and in spite_ of the scant 
m~a~s o! propagan~a h~s gro~~ into a wide-spread movement ; how 
this rapid growth, ii: spite of every obstacle, is, in itself' a strong proof 
~f the truth of the idea. -Grav~ -t~en points out that the only real 
,reason for governll!-ental Authority is the defence of private p t 

d th I th.- · · cl - roper y, 
__ ttn at w ien is is estroyed-governinent will be no IonD"er re · d ~ 0 qmre , 

*A Kl"),odok is sent to the chief fown of the province 01 • 
eve t et p t . b h . , " in very grave eases n , o ~ . e ern urg, w en a com1Uune wishes to comr)laiu of · · t" ' 
or ,to ~sj? ~s.ome favor. some InJUS ICe, 

t.~.1fbUsJ;ied by Tresse and Stock: Gallerie du Theat~e Fran ais Palai_s Royal, 
P~r1s. P.rice 3fr. 50c. . <; ' -

. Th~se ar_e in outline the contents of this most interesting book. It 
is written m a clear, emphatic style, involved sentences and ambiguous 
terms _being carefully avoided. All French-speaking comrades should 
read it, and we hope a translation may soon be ready · f•r Erigljsh­
~peakin.g fr~ends. The preface-by Octave Mirbeau, a leacling~French 
JOurnahst, is also very interesting . 

0. RossET.TI. 

A:n.a:.:ichism. 

• · (-Cc»ncliuled fi·orn previoitS ..rn/1,unbe?'.) --
Th3:t, Anarchism has such a vague and at times an unhealthy form in 

the mmds even of some people calling themselves Anarchists, but .w~o 
are not entitled to do so, as they have no intelligent notion of the term, 
is not to be wondered at. That some people sbould be drawn to it who 
see ill: some of the phrases used by Anarchist o:r:ators and- writers a 
justification of their own meanness and selfishness is not to ,be"very 
much wondered at. They think of the good time coming as one when 
each shall be able to wallow in the lilth of their own. selfishness, and do 

_ "a~ they bloody .well .please," irrespective of the feelings and bro~herly 
· claim of others, because there· shall' be1 no laws. In a state of Anarch­

ism they woulJ pretty soon waken from their miserable Fools' Paradise, 
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.and find unwritten laws dodging tpeir footsteps, for people will always 
hate the stink of the skunk. Those anti-='social instincts which our 

..anti-social society has developed and emphasised in us will die out in a 
free society, and the better ones grow and assert themselves, but the 
_process won't be~so speedy, I am afraid, as some people think. No _ 
man has ~ver seen. a single religion die out, and no one will see the 
-death of the anti-social instinct-the process is too slow for that. At 
.any rate a free society will stop the growth of it. . 

It strikes me that we• often argue from our ·anti-social instincts 
when we argue and come to the conclusion _that it would be rigP.t to 
steal from our neighbor that which we are ~n want of ourselves. Mere 
_ tealing can never lead to better things-it- never did, nor it never 
sha11. In an Anarchist society the man who would steal from ,,his 
neighbor, I hope his neck would be introduced to a piece of hempen cord. 
All such people, after they prove themselves incoriigible--the selfish, 
.the mean, the ingrate, the wife bully and coward-will be left severeJy­
alone, and they will be shunned as .the lepers were in olden times. As 
Kropotkine says, we will oppose them with our instincts ; and who can · 
doubt the end _of such a struggle ? It is only pervePted (in the most · 
.of cases) instincts that can discuss the question of the desirability of 

tealing-an anti-social growth of our present diseased society. 
There is one question often eagerly discussed by An.archists and that 

is the subject of religion. Loud is the denunciation of religion, 
.and with a good amount of justice too. Everything pertaining 
to what is caJled the religious sentiment is eagerly seized hold Qf and 
.ruthlessly stabbed in a dozen places. This curse of the past makes us 
indiscriminate in our attacks, and people who believe in the further 
-development of new powers in man which will have extraordinary 
-effects on the human race are ridiculed as mental imbeciles by people 
who ought to know better, and a fetter is sought to be placed on free 
t hought and free inquiry. Darwin was not so foolish as to lay down 
a line and say thus far only can Evolution go. 

That there are powers within us waiting for the moment when con­
-ditions will be favorable to their growth, very few people doubt now; 
.and it is our duty to stimulate scientific inquiry and be afraid of no 
boaey in so doing, wheth(:;r it is styled God or De~'il or what not. I 
believe the idea of the supernatural will die out, but it is too much to 
expect it to do so at once. A~· science leads the way and spreads her 
-di coveries over the earth, the supernatural and supersensuous will 
£ row dimmer. In a free society religion will be . completely crippled of 
it power of intimidation, and there will be nothing to fear in it. If 
we are to wait for Anarchism until the idea of the supernatural is 
blotted out of man's mind, we shall wait for l]lany a year indeed. rrhe 
thing itself will die in a free society, and n~t until we have that free 
s ociety. There is nothing to fear from it; with the loss of its State­
machinery and the destl'Uction of Respectability the thing will be 
powedess for evil, and it will die a natural death. In the free society 
if my neighbor wants to worship a table, or something in the air, I 
would b_e the last to interfere with him, knowing that reason and en­
lightenment alone could aid him; and if he did not interfere with me, 
we could still be good neighbo1·s and go on our way r ejoicing. · · 

We shall all see our way clea1·er with each other, and instead of being 
.a hindrance to each _<?ther's development, as we are to-day, we shall-act 
.and react on each other in a helpful way; and that too without know­
ing anything of the sophistries and philosophies of Altruism-, Truism 
.and Egoism, with t heir hair-splitti1:igs and. wonderful feats on the 
mental horizontal bar-which only prove, . after all, a very shallow 
-cleverness without results either to ourselves or others. The facts of 
life will always remain, and mental ~c1·obatism never touch them , 

With regard to morality, I for one at any rate care not. to cliscu~s it. 
I do not see much use in troubling myself about Moral rn10ory, because 
I think we usually know well enough what is Right' and Wrong. 
Laziness and cowardice seem to me to be the chief anti-moral ten­
<J.encies, and next to them selfishness, which, however, is included in 
~~- - . 

As to methods--the much vexed question of methods--! believe 
-each must settle that for himself. And so long as the method is in 
harmony with the principle of Anarchism, ·and carried out without t.he 
hope of mere personal gain and selfish aggrandisement, that method, 
whatever it is, can do nothing but good. . 

-- J. M . BROWN. 

. ~ooks, Pamphlets, · etc. 
We have J'eceived during the p ast months the followina- books and pamphlets 

<J U our cauS'e and kindred subjects. - 0 

IN ENGLISH. 

A Plea for A narch-ist Gonimunisni, by H. H . Duncan ; No. 1 of the Abel'deen 
An~rchist Communist Group ; ld. A g_ood pamphlet ,exposing our main ideas 
plamly. rt would ~e useful [or 'propagan~a, as it is written in a popular 
style very fit for calling atteut10n to the subJect. May now be obtained from 
Freedom office. · 

Evolution and Revolution, , by Elisee Reclus, 4th English edition. · William 
Reev~s : ld. 

Revolutionary Gover111nent. Translate.d from La Revolfe and reprinted from the 
Com11ionioeal. · By P. Kropotkine, lcl. 'This pamphlet demonstrates the abso­
lute incompatibility of Revolution and Government, the desastrous effects of 
a "revolutionary dictatorship," and the error of thinking that a secret society 
can overt}un a governmen t and take.its place. ·' , 

Revol-utionm·y St·udies. 'l,'ranslated from La Re volte and reprinted from the Goin­
rnonwea.l. By P. Kropotkine. 2d. Office of the Go11Hnonweal.-This excellent 
pamphlet points out that the chief reason of the failure of former revolutions 
-to effectually improve society has l)een the Jack oTaudacity of the -revolution-

. ists, who have never gone far enough and whose -idea o~ the future has always 

been~an improved edition of the past. Kropotkine points out that in the So­
·cial Revolµtion the a·uty of the Revolu~ionists. is to be daring enough, ~and to 
r ecqgnise that their work ,\rill lie, not m makrng grand speeches, but m reor­
ganising production among the workers on a Communistic basis, and to give · 
absolute freedom to individual.initiative. . 

Labor Robbery: the Politi<!i'~n unmasked, by ·w. Barker, ld.-This pamphlet 
is intended to show that all present evils spring from the governmental sys.tem, 
and that all attempts to tinker up this system !}re shams an_d deceptions. 
Barker considers education as absolutely necessary for a revol~t1011, but up· 
holds isolated individual action as the only weapon we now possess. 

$ocialist Songs. Compiled from many authors by J. Rtuce Glasier. Price 3d. 
Labor Litei·atur~ Society, 105, London·street, Glasgow. -An excellen~ collec­
ti?n of Socialist· poems, to many of,which th~ names of tunes to which th~y 
nught be sung, have been appended. Th!l list m cludes the n~mes of !forn.s, ~ 
Swinburne, Shelley, Francis Adams, E. Carpenter, D. J. Nicoll and many 
others, though- as they are poems fit for setting to music of course many 
excellent pieces have had to be omitted.-(To be conti'1iued.) 

THE PROP AG.ANDA. -

REPORTS. 

LOND0N-

During the past two months, of which t}lere has been no full report, the pro ­
paganda has been going on well. '.l'he Commonweal Group, after having. a very 
snccessft'il winter's work, ·with an incr ease of comrades and finances, decided to 
restart the 'Weal. It was agreed fo have as edi tor _Comr ade Samuels, who, in 
this capacity, is, and has been, working very h ard for the cause. After a; hard 
day in a workshop, h e then sets about his editorial duties .. These circumstances, 
combined with the great amount of out.door speaking h e does, entitles him to 
the encouragement which all good comrades are sure to give. The 'Weal lias 
been going on very fairly. It is pushed well, but there i s still a lack of energy on 
the pa.-t of some comrades; and it is this lack which prevents t he ' vVeal from 
having a larger circulation than it has, although there ar e so many comrades 
who find it more convenient to support the movement financially than otherwise, 
which method of support is quite as necessary as auy other, The out-Joor-· 
propaganda has been carried on wjth great activity by the comraJes. Very 
successful meetings have been held at the following places :-Evf'ry evening in 
the week, Hyde Park ; ever y Saturday evening, i n Victoria Park and .Enfield 
Ma1ket Place; Sunday morning, Hyde Park, Regent's Park, Finsbury' Park, al)d 
Victoria Park; in the afternon, Hyde Park , Vi<1tori a Park, and Clerkenwell 
Green ;- in the evening, Victoria Park and :E:Iyde Parle Although each of these 
meetings are carri eu on very well, there is still ple11ty to be done aud room for 

· new speakers, because London is so vast that the above stations ,are as almost 
nothing tn it. The sale of literature has ~en very fair all round. On one 
r ecent Sunday, as much as lls. '·worth of literature was sold at a mecti11g in 
Victoria Park; and probably at the othel' stations as much could be sold, if 
comraJes only worked with a little more activity. Among the speakers have 
been-Leggatt, (~ nin, Samuels, Ca11t\Ycll, ·wess, Lawrence, - Harker, Reid, 
Sullivan, Cook, Yo~mg, Presberg, J. Tm:n er, Tochatti, Merlino, Henry, Gittens, 
and Banham.--Several new grou1)s h ave been formed; one, a group com11osecl of 
the J ewish workmen of the West-Eud, which is mostly composed of tailors; 
another, the Proletarian Club in the district of Clerkenwell; while a very active 
group has been formed in thr, East -End. Mowbray has betn very busy among 
the tailors, a1 cl the r esults of his hanl work may be seen sooner or later, The 
English Illiistmted Ma._qa.zine, published monthly, has had an article on "Hart­
mann, the Anarchist," and in order to create a large ci r culation has 11 ad stuck 
over most large h oardings great posters, depicting the blowing-up of tbe Houses 
of parliament oy dynamit ~ - Ever since t110s e things have been posted about, we 
have been busy printing handbills frnd large ])Osters, calling 011 the people to 
meet on the day of th e: approachill g royal marriage, to protest against the pomp 
and show that is to be dispfaye l whil6 the workpeople are living on a starvation 
wage ; and comrades liave found these veJ.·y l•osters relating to Hartmann, the 
Anarchist, very usefnl to stick our rosters npon. Round one hoardiJJg there 
was quite a rush of p eople anxions t o r cn,d the posters that had been stuck up ; 
at another hoarding there were ·as mn.n y" as one hundred people lookiug and 
reading the leaflet or ·hill that had been stnck up by et comrade. Altogether,_ we 
have made good use -of the posters issu ed by the English Illustrnt:ecl ll!lagazine, 
and we hope that the editor will continue his excellent work i n our behalf. Our 
ideas a.re gai11-i.ng grournl every cla.y ; wherever one goes it is to find om· principles 
discussed in some way or other. The very fa ct or a journal like the En.c;li"sh. 
Iilustrnted containing.--such a stor y, is a clear sign of t he g rowth of An al'chism 
in Conservative England. The more daring we arc, the more revolutionary, t:ie 
harder we work-the more helpers will come forward; the_ greater influence we 
wiJ} obtain among the people ; a.ncl the nearer we will be to that graud and 
glorious era. As Shelley says : "Thoughts have_gone forth, .whose po..wers can 
sleep no more. "-J. 

Glerkenwell.-In this neighborhood the Italian groups, who hn,ve been in the 
habit of holding meetings at Warner-street on Sundny afternoons, have had their 
meetings constantly broken up and dispersed by the police. nut the right of 
free speech being doubly important to ma.intain, because of the desire of our 
Comrades to form a union :tmong the Italians in that qu::i.eter, Merlino invited 
English Comrades to join in resisting the police. Accordingly 'I'ochatti and 
others went to their assis tanee, and J Lrne 4th, a. meeting was opened at \-\Tarner· 
street by Merlino, round whom gathered a crowd of interested Italians. A 
polieeman soon appeared and told our Comi:ades if they wanted to hold a meeting 
to go on Clerkenwell Green. Tochatti stepped forwat·d a,nd s:iid, that no obstruc­
tion was being caused and that it was int1::nC!ed tQ test the police iriterference . 
He • .then spoke for some ten minutes, telling· the Italians what_ the English law 
was .on the question and vointiug out th·1t whenever t 11e r:ght of free sp2ech was 
used to convey imporb1nt social truths, which a.ttacked the interests of the capi· 
talist class, this clao1s, having control of the police, never failed to use them to 
suppress free speech. H e then callerl op Merlino to explain Socialism to the 
Italians in thefr ovvn tongue. Merlin0, Malatesta and Pietrarago then spoke with- _ 
out being further interfe-red with. 'l'J:ie meeting afterwards ::icljournerl to Cler· 
kenwell-green, where 'ochatti spoke for nearly two hours. His points were well 
taken by the audience, who cheered l1ea;rtily at the cou clusion. Mrs. 'rochatti 
then sang a Socialist song. Merlino followed with a very lucid oxposi tion of 
A~archist Communism, and Tochatti br9ught the meeting to a close at 10 o!clock. 
June 11th Merlino was addressing a good meeting at Warner-st. when a()'aiu a 

·police~an attempted to break it up. - Tochatti again interposer! and maint::1.illed 
their rigbt to hold a meeting £here, calling attention to the fact that th er e was 
no o}>struction _a11d askin~ why the' Salvati•m Army was not interfrred with, to 
which the policem:in replied : "1 hat is a religious body." Tochaf.ti then said 
that the Socialists were more trnly religfot1s, and that he would not a llow a police­
man to interpret the law for him. "Ou, won't you," said th is li i:nb of l11w, "I am 
the law's prerogative and I mean to stay here and stop your meetino-." Tochatti 
said, "I am going for all that to hold a meeting--; you can su-mm ~n me if you 
like." Oh, .no! he ·would not do that. He would lock Tocha.tti up. 'r,)cha'ti 
still said, "I am gofog to bold n:-m~eting an::-'"way. You can do what yon like." 

~ 'fhc J?Olicema11 then mouched off, and t he Ita,lians catching the- sense o what had 
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'jui:;t occurred ch~ered lustily. M_erli~o, Malatesta and Pietraroga ~aving th:us 
had their propaganda w:ork emphasised for them so nicely were able to go on with 
telling effect. A good m eting wi'Ls after'Yar,ds held a~ ClerJ\:enwe{l-gree~, opene~ 
by W. English. Opposition ably replied • to by Merlino and Tochatti. 'Agnes 
Henry and ,,A.tterbury also S}:>oke.- - J une 18th a good meeting. w~s held at Warner­
street~_. Engllsh comrades attended, hut -there :yvas no need for them to speak as 
there were no interference from" preroga'tives of the law," although they, too, 
were in attendancEi on the ferocious Anarchists. Afterwards a gogd meeting was 
hdd at Clerkenwell-green, opened by Cantwell.' Tochatti and Atterbury spoke 
amid interruptions from the Irish, who objected to the condemnation_ of pa~ty 
politics. Tochatti alluded to E . T. Craig's experiment at Ralahine as illustratmg 
the lines upon whicb Anarchists should move. Craig, when asked to wait and 
see what Govei·nroent would do before trying his experiment, replied, "Damn the 
Government ! " It had proved to be the most successful experiment tried on the 
la~d without government or politics. Al, Irish nationalist offered some courte~us 
opposititm. Atterbury in/reply .Poir:ted out how both Liberal and Conservative 
were voting against the Home Rule Bill. If the Irish could be brought to see 
what party politics were worth and could gain a grip of the economic conditions, 
it would bring them speedily to Anarchist Communism. Thus terminated a most 
interesting and successful meeting, which had la~ted from 6 to 10 p.m. 

In consequence of the assistance given to OTI.r Italia~ comrades by the English 
comrades formino· the Carmao·nole Group, as stated above thu Hyde 1-'ark meet-
ings were tempo~:"urily suspended.-W. E. ' 

Victoria Pa1·k.-Good meetings have been held here every Sunday in June• 
Leggatt, Quin, 'rurner, Samuels, Cook, and Barker have all addressed large and 
interested audiences. So fai', it seems to be as good a park as any in London for 
our purpose. According to statistics, more people visit Victoria Park than any 
other pai:Ic in London. Not only are the audiences large and interested, they 
are also in no hurry to break up even .. when the lecture gives out. On June llth 
Leggatt spoke for one hour and a half, and then declared the meeting closed, but 
the people vvonld not go a"·ay, an<.l s_o he went on for another spell, until the 
L. C. C. blue-con.ts whistled him out of the park. Our comrades hope to find a 
good sale for Freedom in this quarter.-E. T. G. · 

Peckhani.-A good month's work has_ been gone through hei·e. Although it 
was prophe~ied by the local Social Democrats that v•e would not exist as an or­
ganisation more than a month, we are still .alive and flo iw-ishing; have made­
seve:ital new members since we started, and a number of sympathisers, and with 
the l~elp of a few local comrades are holding three meetings every week'. · Our 
Sunday morning aucli1;mces at Peckha]n Park Road have been Jtdclressed by the 
following comrades :-Atterbury, Samuels, Tochatti, Banham, and__... another 
Peckham ~omrade . We are also holding meetings every Thursday evening at 
the same spot. and on Saturdays at Commercial Road. These· week-night 
meetings up to now have been conducted entirely by the- following local eom­
racles :-B_anh~m, Buckeridge, Levings, and another comrade ; but we should be 
glad of h elp from any other oomrades who could manage Lo come over. Com­
rade Turner had better make up for pa,st misdeeds (he has disappointed us twice 
by .... not turning up), by coming over and speaking for us at some of these 
meetings. We have distributed a large amount of literature- in fact, we intend · 
flooding Peckham, Camberwell, and Dulwich with our pa;?ers, so tl1at all may 
have the chance of knowing what Anarchism really means. Hardly a night 
passes but what we have been hard at work for the cause of Anarchism ; for when 
not holLling meetings uf our own, we endeavor to do our best to bring Anarchism 
to the front at the S D. F. awl Labor Olrnrch meetings at Walworth, Uamberwell, 
aml-Peckham, by joining in the discussion, pushing the sale of literature, and 
other means. We are also arranging for a debate betwee__n our Comrade Samuels 
aud a local vestryman, John Hampden Davis, at the North Camberwell Radical 
Club, and hope by this to do good propaganda work.-H.evolutionary Social 
Democracy, in this neighbourhood, is fast <.leveloping into legal, respectable, 
and religious channels ; not a word is now hear<.l from their l)latforms of "the 
Class War," and the ideal is deserted in onlcr to puff so-called palliatives, to 
the encl that fools enough' may be foullCl to get the would-be leaders a seat-and 
a salary-in the House of Commons . But here, as elsewhere, they have to reckon 
with the A11archists; and no"· that Anarehism has gained a firm footincr in 
Pe<lkham, we inteml to peg away, exposing the whole of the politieal fra~ds 
whether Liberal, 'i'ory, or Social Democrats, until working men see that it is not 
by putting a cross to a ·man's name th:+t their eman ·ipation will be r ealised but 
by a determined effort to break clown the power of the governments which pr~tect 
and legalise ~he- robbery and slow murueT of their clas;;.-W. H. 

PRO¥fNCES-
Aberdeen:-:_Anarchy is steadily increasi~1g its influence among the 'workers 

h~re, an~ is even'. t~ some e~te~1t, gro~rng popul_ar. Anarchism frequently 
crops up in convP.1sation, ·and it is no uncommon tlung to see a band of young 
fellows parading the streets whistling loudly the "Marseillaise " or humming 
the "March. of . the W?rkers: "-Our open-air Sunday eveni~g meetincr on 
Castle Street _is, if anythmg, bigger and i;>etter than ever, despite the faGt°tha.t 
the· gos~el gnn~ers are on every hand, with their sultry d<'lctrines of hell and 
danmat1on, ~ss1sted by a band. of teetotale!'S. On i3unday, 18th June, we com­
n1enced m~etmgs on t~e banks 111 t~e afterno?n, and we were agreeably surprised 
to gat~er i.n a s_h<;>rt tim~ a vex.r fan crowd rncleed. A feature of our meetings 
worth notrng, is ~hat, for the last. few weeks, questions have been asked at 
almost every meetrng,_ ancl the questions .have n6t been of a carping or sophistical 
nature, l;mt requ'ests i?T fuller expl~~1atio11s . of doubtful poiIJts.-On Satm·day, 
17th, St?nehav~n, a v1Uage about sixteen miles sout~1 of Aberdeen, was visited,. 
and a f~r meetmg held. Alth~µgh the~e were considerable interruptions from 
one or two dru~1k~rds, th.e meetrng was, on th~ whole, attentive and sympathetic. 
Some rather s~up1d questions from.a half-.dn~nken_ young man smartly answered, 
-~n ~he Stl~ rnst., we to?k par~ m an rnd1gnat1on_ meeting organised by the 
~ociahst Soc1ety,-protest~ng.agamst the To\vn Coimcil's decision to grant £lo0 
1n order to start a subscnption for a wedding present to tlrn pauper offsprin of 
a royal pauper ra~e, and to spend £100 or-~200 more on fireworks on the wedd1ng 
day .. ~.e ar~, to issue a leaflet on the subJect of the royal marriage on the "da 
of reJoicrng. Several comrades have been vowing that there will be some f y 
on t~at d~y, and.ther~. is enry likelihood of it.-We have, after much teari~~ 
o.f t10use1s, ?utti~1g of hands and knees, got ~ sufficient number of comrade~ 
able :o be~_tnde bicycl:-s, to conduct :ueetings ~n cou~I.try places where trains do 
n~t n'n ?1 are ba.d~y time~,. for meetrngs. Skme, Inveraria, Durris, and Ellon, 
will s.ho.1t ly be visited. Never has the group been more active and enthusiastic 
than it is..at present.-E. S. 

3fonchester.:.:. We are ~oing. along steadily here with our out-door ro acranda 
on Sundays_, and we~ldy meetmgs fo:p discussion and business. We ai~ ai;:a~ in 
fo~ spea~ers from different parts to visit us and enliven our .\vork, A nes H~nrg 
berng with us at present.-On May 31st Somerville of the I L p gl t . d y 
"Th p . ·b ·1·t · d Effi ' ' . · · ., ec u1e on . e ossi 1 1 Yan i cacy of an I. L. P.," in reply to one acrainst by Barton 
Thrn was followed by Comrade W Stockton on "'l'he F ll f p l ' t' '1 
Methods ,,_ clearly sho · tl - ·. d ' a acy 0 o I ·1ca . , .· . wmg . ie _wis om of revolutionary action.-Comrade 

_ B1uce Glas1e1 has been lectunn!:! rn Mancl1estei· and addi·e d t• t 
N C 

. - J 1 " , sse our mee rn er a 
ew . ·loss on une 18t l.-On Jun~. 2lst, Agnes Henry addressed our we~kl 

meetrng at the Labour Church Institute on the "Social R · 1 t. " cl I" y 
with the expropriat-ion of the masters -~nd the a:rangemeevtoouf 
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to further our opinions.-At New Cross, on Sunday night, June llth,_ a row· 
to~k place a~ter the n:teeti11g, when the people collect .in groups, discussing. 
ammatedly till un-respectable hours. A comrade, once himself a Catholic, had 
excited some of the crowd by his remarks on that religious body~ and· the police,. 
who must have been ntiw on this beat, and anxious to do their duty; made it an:­
excuse to attack the people pell-mell, injuring several p.ersons rathe1:. badly. 
Almost every one of the c-omra(les -had lt>ft the scene. We shall mind it that · 
this gam.e is prevented in futme, as it woulcYbe seized as a good rea~scn to stop 
our meetrngs, to preserve the law.-J. V. B. · 

Newcastle.-It is a long time' since we sent you a report, We have not l)een 
able to be very, active here, owing to lack of fresh speakers. Unfortunately, 
we are too far from any other gi-oups to exchange speakers without a great deal . 
of expense. We were very sorry that Agnes Henry could not come here while 
in the north. Any comrade would be welcome who would pay us a short visit. 
But although we .have not held any r egular meetings, we have been able to give -
a number of lectures on Anarchism ~t the balls of the Liberal Associations the -
Secular Society, and Lhe Independent Labor Party. - Comrade Pearson has' also 
had_ five debates on Anarchism, all great successes. We have also held meetings 
at J arrow, Sunderland, Chesterle Sti·eet, Jelling, and Bolden Collie1:y. A 
group has .been formed ,in Sunderlantl, and as our energetic comrade, K:+pper, is _ 
there now, we expect it will soon be a big group. About 1,000 pam'phlets, back 
numbers of Freedoni and Ooni11ion1veal, have been distributed on the Quayside to 
the workmen, who are always standing about that place. We have had a visit 
from the "Christian want of Evidence" lecturer, Celestine Edwards, who, after -
delivering a lecture against Secularism, which was an incoherent mass of mis• 
representation and personal abuse, favoured us with a lecture against Anarchism. 
The hall was crowded (there a.re plenty of fanatics still ' l eft), so that it was a . 
good advertisement for Anarchism. A comrade having given Edwards a. 
pamphlet on the Chicago Martyrs, he said h e was not surprised at those men 
re_sorting to force under such conditions. He then went on to sho\v his absolute­
ig11orance of Anarchism, there being half an hour' s discussion with 
Pearson. In~ tl1e \Vhole lecture there was scarcely anything worth mentionincr · . _ 
but during the discussion that followed, Pearson said that he was opposed to ~Ii 
la~v, i.e. , enforced regulations, whether made by God or man. "No you don't/' 
said Edwards ; "1 defy you to get up here to-night and tell this audience that . 
you disbelieve in the law made by God ancl man-' Thou shalt not. steal.',, 
"Yes," replied Pearson," I do oppose the law, 'Thou shalt not steal '! but I 
am not oppcsed to the principle, 'Thou shoulclst _not steal.' '' Before .he went 
away, Edwards gave us a l ecture on "Liberty." His liberty comisted in the· 
r~ght of Christians to criticise and even "to honestly doubt the Bible ; " in the 
r~g~t of the workers to join tr~de unions ; and in_ the prevention of aIJybody's . 
g1vmg under-value fot any article. When -asked_ if he would allow Secularists . 
the right to leave money to secular institutions, he said, "No ; unless they ' 
could prove that they were right in doing so." A Social Democrat, named 
R.obertson, al!d Pearson opposed him, Pearson defying him to point 011t the . 
chfference between his "liberty" ·and the tyranny of the Czar of Russia.- ­
N ext month, we hop-e to send a better report, and will send au account of the . 
d~fferent parties here .. vVe are besieged just now with politicians-Labor, 
Liberal, and Tory. Th1s~seems to be the centre of the political fight.-T. P. 

Glasgow.-Last ~unday we abandoned our .evening meeting in Jail Square, to 
break new ground m the north -end of the City. The site we fixed on is -at the­
ga~e ?f the Alexandra Park, which hitherto has been h eld exclusively by the 
religious "t_ub-thumpers . " 9ornrade Lebeau opene<.l with the workers' "Mar· .. 
seillaise," which soon brought a large crowd around us. Conu,-acles Levenston . 
~obb, and. Muir afterwards addressed tlfo ·meeting, which seemed ·greatly · 
mterested ,rn our new '' ~ospel. '' So~ie of the comrades thought the meeting·­
place too far fro.m the City, and too many" mashern "about to ·do much effective 
wo~·~; but it helps a speaker greatly to emphasise an argument to point to ­
snulrng fields and woods giving a glimpse of the promised land.-As Comrade­
Andeyson has been obliged to recoup his health in the country I have been 
appornted secretary in his absence._ All communications to be' addressed to · 
JoJm Robb, 113, Burnside Street. 

Eclinbwrg~i.-Ow~ng t? the wa1~t of an OJ)en-air speaker, we have tc content 
o~uselv.es w1!h sellmg literature m the meadows on .sum{~ys, and entering into­
d1scnss~on with sma~l groups here a!1d there, and rn this way we never allow 
Anarchist Commumsm to be ·lost is!ght of. At the next union meeting of' 
~,adc~lers and Ha1:ne~s-makers, of which I am.a member, I am to read a paper on 

W1l_l Trade U~10111si:n, as at present co)lstituted, solve the labor problem~,, . 
quest10ns and d1scuss10n t? follow.. I have been ~iStributing old Freedoms and. 
Oornmonweals at all our umon meetmgs· for some tlme back.-H. C. 

Brighton.-.!~ack of o.pen-air speakers has forced us for the last few months-­
to spread ~ur ideas by d1stribu_ting literatm:e and discussing with small groups­
at. Secular~st and ~ther meetrngs, ~upplyrng restaurants and reading-_room . 
w1~h.F1·e~doms ~nd TVeals, and pastrng them up whenever we · have a chance. , 
W1ll11~g is offenng 10s. reward to anyone who catches us trespassing on his· 
hoardrngs !-Comrade. Halmer perseveringly pushes the cause at the Tailors•· 
Club. On J~ne 25th, G. yv. Read ~nd W. Barker held three capital meetings­
on the occasion of the Bmlders' Strike demonstration.-S. B. 

NOTICES. 

LONDOK__: 

Open-air meeti1~gs: Sundays, 11.30 a.m., in Hyde and Regent's and Finsbury 
Parks, and at Mile Encl Waste, Kensal Green, and Triangle (Peckham Rye) ; 
3. 40 p.m. , Hyde Park; 5 p.m., Clerkenwell Green; 7 p.m., Mile End Waste 
Saturdays, 8 p. m. , Hyde Park. · 

Cgmm?nweal Group meet every, Tuesday nigl~t at the ProJetarian Club, 47, 
Corpon.t1011 Row, Clerkenwel,l, E. C., 8.30 sharp. 
~ deba!e will take place on Tuesday, July 18th, at Crafton Hall, 55, Grafton 

Sti eet, 'I ottteuham Court Road, at 8 p . m. sharp, between H . B. Samuels 
~Commom:eal Gi·oup) and Herbert Burrows (Theosophical Society) on" Anarch­
ism '!l· Social Democracy.'' Mr. M. Macdonald, M. P., will presid;. Adu'iission 
by ticket, 6d. and 3d. , proceeds going to Common weal fund. 

Peckham..-Open -air meeting;s : Thursdays, 8 p.m. , and Sundays, 11.30 a.m., 
at Peckham Park._H.oad (opposite the Ga.s Works), Old Kent Road; Saturdays,: 
8 p_. rn., Commercial Road, Old Kent Road. · 

NICOLL FUND. 

RECEIVED FROM: JUNE lst TO JUNE 30th :­
-Anarchist Jack, 4/ -; Abrahams' list, 1/3t; Anon., I/-; Gutzkow, 1/-. 
All commnnicatio11s should be addressed in future to M. Galbraith, 

19, Conderton-road, S.:_E. 
~--------~~-

-_ All comrades will sympathise with Comrade Stenzleit on the loss of his eldest 
son,: Bruno, wh.o cli~d Jui1e 17th. ~hougl~ _only 16, he w~s very active in the 

·sale of A1farch1st literature, and. his \am1har ficrure will be missed at every 
London meeting. 
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