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Socialist· Pa~ty Politics at Zu.:rich. 
I 

T-HE International Workers' Congress assembled at Zurich, Augt..st 6, 
to 12, is likely to have a lively time; for it is not altogether in the 
pirit of brotherly confidence that delegates are hastening thither 

from all parts of Europe. . 
Besides their ostensible and most useful object of discussing social 

questions interesting to the workers, these International Congresses 
have been a battle-gr~lmd for contending socialist parties. 

A our readers are pretty well aware, that able and devoted revolu­
tionist, Karl Marx, left behind him a clique of personal adherents, 
who during his declining years and after his death summed up his 
economic ideas into a sort of dogmatic creed, the which jf any man 
ventures to dispute, he is an outcast from the orthodox church of 
Sociali m. Morally incapable of reproducing what ~as great in their 
master, the Marxists have accentuated all that was least, ·aud become 
notorious as unscrupulous wire-pullers and schemers for power. 
Having constituted ·themselves the priesthood of orthodox Socialism, 
their aim is to place themselves at the head of the Labor Movement 
throughout Europe and control its destinies. 

In England they are only an insignificant handful, and their tactic · 
have been remarkably unsuccessful. They lost first the S.D.F. and 
then the Sociali. t League; they have an imperfect hold on Hammer­
mith, and their recent attempts to collar the Independent Labor 

Party, Scottish Federation. and Trade Unions, have not hitherto done 
much for them. 

In France one or two of them are " Labor Membe1·s " in the 
A embly, but their direct following is practically non-existent. There 
· much Authoritarian Socialism in the countrJ but most of its 
adherents kick agai~st the Marxian rule-as they do also in Holland 
and Belgium. 

~n Poland, Bulgaria, and Roumania, the Workmen's Party is -un­
happily inclined to be submissive. We have not heard of any healthy 
revolt there as yet. 

The tronghold of the Marxist clique is, however, in Germany, where 
Bebel, Liebknecht and Co. are already leaders of the organised Labor 
Movement. Their power has as yet been only seriously threatened by 
V olkmar and his party, and with them they"have patched up a peace. 

With regard to Austria we want ft,1rther information ; but Italy and 
Spain are wholly rebellious, and mostly orgai1ise on Anarchist lines , 

It i scarcely unkind to assume that it was with a view of 
strengthening their position as international labor leaders that the 
:Marxist clique bestirred themselves .to promote tbe first International 
Labour Congress at Paris in 1889. . -

From their point of view, however, it -was a dismal failure. The 
majority of delegates, English included, declined to accept their 
domination, and withdrew to hold a separate congress in another hall. 
This opposition congress was so much the most representative that the 
Marxists found it impossible to carry out their plaP.. to hold another 
congress in 1891, at Zurich . They were obliged to give in to· the 
arrangements made by the rebel congress * to hold the next gathering 
at Brussels. But of course they resolved to see what they could do at 
Bru sels by wire-pulling. "The ast ute gentlemen who run Marxism 
in England," says-" Trades Unionist," writing to the. Dctily Oh1·onicle, 
July 24, " so managed matters that all representative E1}glish Trade 
Dnioni ts were kept away from Brussels, and they (the Marxist~) were 
able to pose as the real representatives of English Labor . The same 
game ~1as been tried this year> but, fortunately, tlie Parliamentary 
Committee of the Trades Union Congress has woke up to the fact that 
the English Labor movement has ~lever yet been represented fairly on 
the Continent, and they are sending four representatives to Zurich." 

Apparently it is not only the Parliamentary Committee but various 
~nglish Socialist and other bodies who have woke up. Some are send­
mg delegates expressly instructed to oppose the Marxist domination, 
and they will be backed up by rebels from Holland, Belgium, France, 
the German Ind.ependent Socialists, 'Austria, Spain, and Italy. 

To defend their position-, th~ 1\1.arxists have managed that the 
organising committee shall send out the followiug resolution as to the 
admission of delegates :- · 

" All deleg~tes ·of Working Class · Trades Unions~ Societies, ,., and 
Clubs to /be admitted; ako all Socialistic Societies and Organisations 
which acknowledge the necessity of the organisation of the workers, and 
the necess·ity of political action." , The italics are onrs. 

The object of the setting up a credo ·as an admission test to what ~ 
profe~s-es ~o be a congress of workers as wor3:er~~ not merely a g_ather-

* Called- Possibilist from the sectio:µ of .1French Socialists who headed t.he 
revolt . 

ing of Constitutional Social - :Q~mocrats, is, of course, to keep- out the 
most resolute opponents of Marxist domination, Anarchists of :;i,11 
nations, German Independents, Dutch Revolutionaries, and, in general, 
the revolutionary element in European Socialism. A considerable 
Iiumber of rebels are, however, likely to come as delegates from Labor 
societies, and, once- in the Congress, they will make common cause; 
more or less, with the Socia.I Democrats, who, whilst of unimpeachable 
political ·orthodoxy in theory, o~ect to have the Marxists for-- their 
rulers . 

If the result is the defeat of the Marxist clique, the Zurich Congress 
may perhaps be of some use in bringing about a common understand­
ing between .the workers. In any case, it will be a valuable object 
lesson on the fact that Socialist and non-Socialist politicians are much 
of a muchness, and the workers will be fools if they trust to such men 
and such methods for their emancip~tion. 

TO 'ritADE UNIONS. 

The follo\Ying circular, signed by 93 comrade., members of the 
All,iance Oltbinet 11'Ictke1·s' Associcttion, nitecl Shop Assistctnts' Union, 
l\ ational Litho A1·tists' aruJ, Designers' 1ociety, Amctlgcwnated Union of 
Operative Bctkers and Oonfectione1·s, London 1 

1oc'iety of Oornposito1·s, Ania.l­
gan?Jrtted ociety of 7'ailo1·s, .London Tail01·s' Federation, Rope and Twine 

:pinne1·s' cind He,1np D1'esse1·s' Uwion, Lithographe1·s' Union, Boile1· 
"fl!lake1·s' ct:1ncl hon hip .Builde1·s' 1oc1:ety, 'cottish cttional Pedercttion of 
House and 1 'liip Pctinte?'S, ~rc£tionctl Union of Boot w1cl Slwe Ope?'Cttives, 
Ope1·cttive Mc1;sons' wicl tonecittte?·s' 1ocietv, 'addle1·s' and Hcwness .J.Vfctke1·s' 
J''mde nion, A mctlgcvnuttecl Hosi,e1·y Un'ion, and the Amalgamated Society 
of House Pc£inte1·s cmcl Decomt01·s, hns been sent to all Briti h Trade 
Societie. :-

]ELLOW vVORKERS,-In view of the coming International Work­
men's Congress, to be held at Zurich, during August 1893, we, the 
undersigned bona.ficle Members of Beitish Trade and Labour Unions, 
urgently appeal to you to give your attention and consideration to the -
following. 

In the years 1889 and 1891 International Congresses were held in 
Paris and Brussels respectively. At the former, which was known as 
the "Marxist," (for owing to personal jealousy among the Social 
Democratic leaders, there were he1d at the same time two rival Con­
gresses., the other known by the name of " _Possibilist ") ..Anarchist 
Delegates were admitted at first, but were violently and b?·utally ejected 
the moment they attempted to express their opinion on matters before 
the Congress. It was evident then that the clique of middle class wire­
pullers and politicians, known by the name of" Marxist," who arrogated 
to themselves the bossing of that Congress, were determined to stick. 
at nothing to have their own way. After having delibemtely sup­
p1·essecl a resolution from the .English Socialists, handed-in through 
WilliRm Morris,-declaring the necessity of the land and means of 
production being held in common a'l3 an imperative. condition for the 
well-being of all, -they actually resorted to brutal violence and forcibly 
turned out the Italian Labour Delegn.te Dr. Merlino, when he -de­
manded the right to put his resolution, which embodied Morris's and 
also pointed out that. legal refonns can do but iittle for the ·workers 
under the present system of monopoly and exploitation. By this they 
so disgusted the English delegates that- the whole. of them- with the 
exception of Cunninghame Grahame, Keir Hardie, and one or two -
others, closely related to Karl Marx, who cared for politics more than 
anything· else-left , in a body as a protest_; as did several Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch and other delegates. 

But however revolting this m~y appear to every fair-minded man, it 
dwindles almost into insignificance when compared with the outl"ageous 
and treacherous action of this clique of New P1·etenden dm:ing the last 
Congress, held in 1891 at Brussels. There these few French and 
German State-Socialists entered from the first into a tacit conspiracy 
and decided to select the delegates and to expel any and every o;ne 
holding A tiarchist opinions. By means of calumny and lies about 
Anarchy and Anarchists, they · succ~Ed€d in hoodwinking all the other 
delegatE:is, the English s~ction amqng them. Consequently many bona 
fide delegates from Labor organisations in Belgium, Spain and other 
countries were refused admittance me1·ely on account of tkei1· opinions. 
And this in spite of the fact that some of them (the Spanish Anarchist 
delegate, for instanc~) brought authorisations from a larger number of 
Trade Societies than most of the other delegates present. 
· vVith regard to the coming-CongTess at Zurich, we see that the same 
clique of wire-pullers, whose aim is to _get the whole Labor movement 
under their thumb, h:}ve·already met in conclave and begun to concoct 
schemes-to exclude all Labor delegates, however well accredited, who 

- are likely to qpp9se their policy and dispute their authority. Not only 
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Anarchists of all Nationalities-are threatened with exclusion, but also 
Gerµrnn Inclep011dent Socia.lists, -some :sections of French Socialists,. the 

, Dutch Socialists ,\rho at their recent Congress have declared agam~t 
parliamentaty action, and have also at different times expresse~ their 
disgust at <ihe jingo speeches of Bebel and Co. in the German Re1c~s~ag 
In fact , no delegate- is to -be admitted \Who does not accept po~1tical 
action :Hi a necessQ:_ry step for the workers in their struggle for 
emancipation. 

· a point of keeping his business engagements. Surely then, if t-hi~ 
relative morality can develop even in. the present conditions, where gain · 
i~ the sole inc~ntive and the sole reward, we cannot clou'l)t, that it wiil 
progress rapidJy as soon as the appropriation of the -fruits of others' 
toil is n? longer the basis of Society. 

Now: as far as concen1s .Anachists, it certainly is ' true that they do 
not endorse political action as a right and proper action to be adopted 
by the workers ; nay, they even point out the danger and bar~ ~he 
Labor movement may suffer from p1H'liameritary action. Behevmg 
as they do in the principles of self-reliance and collective effort, th~y 
do their best t'o awaken the wodrnrs to the co"hsciousness of theff 
position, a.nd persuade them to the idea of depending on their own ' 
activity and energy. , 

But is thi;:, sufficient reason why they shoi1lcl be .denied the right of 
admission to any International Congress of wmkers? Is it not a fact 
tha.t the b ulk of the workers-to - d~w do not believe in political action­
much less in the parliamentary prdgram of the State-Sodalist ~\farxist? 
And if Anarchi~ts do not care to co-operate with Social Democrats in 

, Another striking feature, which is specially characte~·istic ~four 
generation, supports our theory still more strongly. We refer to the 
continual growth of enterprise clue to private initiative, an(;l.-the enor­
mous development of free associations of every kind. vVe will speak 
of them more at length in the chapters devoted to F1·ee Contrcict. Suf­
fice it to say here that these features are numerous, and so much a 
matter of course that they form the very essence of the second half of -
this century, although the write1~s on Socialism and on Politics ignore 
them, preferring to hold forth upon the functions of the Governuient. 
It is because these numerous free organisations are a pr9cluct so natural, 
because they spread so rapidly and combine so readily, because they ai·e 
a result so necessary of the growing neeclf> of civilised man, and, :finally, 
because they r:epface Government interference so advantageously, that 
we are bound to recognise in them a factor of ever increasing impor-
tance in the life of Societies. , 

That ..:they do not already cover all the manifestations of daily life is 
due to the insurmountable obstacles they meet in the poverty of the 
worker, in the class distinctions of existing Society, in individual own­
ership of capital and in the State. Remove these obstacles, and you 
will see them cover the whole vast field of human activity. 

-electioneering., t.he1e a1·e other and far more important matters in which 
they ar e wol'lcing, and are reaJy tJ worl{, heart and soul with existing 
L abol' organi~ations-such as i:,trikes, unemployf'd agitations, First­
May demonstrations, in fact, every direct attempt to better the condi­
tion of Labor. P;1rliament:::i.ry action is not the only question to be 
discussed at Z mich, though the Social Democratic politicians would 
like to Ji,.t ve it so. The history of the last fifty years furnishes a living proof that Re-

Con:->ideri11g that th~ chief objects of all International Congresses of presentative Government is impotent to discharge the functions we 
workers i::; and should be to bring about a c01nrnon iinde1·stcinding cind . have sought to assign to it. , . 
feelinu uf solidcwity cind b1·otlierlwod cimong the wo?'ke1·s of all conntries, is But this impotence is becoming evident to all; the faults of Padia­
it n ot shear stupldity, and even a crime' and an outrage, to impede this mentarianism; and the inherent vices of the Representative principle 
object by imposing a ,qualification v)(ith regard to opinions, and mo1~e are self-evident, and the few thinkers who have made a critical study 
especially when the confession of faith demanded is not even · the of them (J. S. Mill and Leverdays) did but give literary form to the 
settled conviction of the mass of the workers ? poptilar dissatisfaction. It is not difficult to see the absurdity of nam-

In some countEes- Spain and Italy for example-Anarchists form ing a few men and saying to them, "Make us la~ws for the conduct of 
the bulk of Labor organisations, so that to exclude Anarchists ·from an all our activities, even when not one of you knows anything about 
International Congress simply destrnys the international character of theµi" ! , -
the meeting and imposes a serious bar to common understanding We are beginning to see that government by majorities means aban­
amongst the ·workers of various countries. · cloning all the affairs of the country to the tide-waiters who make up 

Anarchists, not believing iu coercion, whether by vote or by open the Ip.ajorities in the House, and in election committees: to those, in a 
force, there is certainly no fear that the Anarchist delegates, even word, who have no opinion of their own. But mankind is seeking and 
when they are numerous, should out vote or vote down anybody. Are already finding new issues. 
they to be excluded because they prefer p81·sna.sion to coercion in their . The International Postal Union, the Railway Unions and the learn.­
methods of spieacling their views? Surely no· fair-minded man will eel societies give us examples of solutions found by free consent in place 
admit such an outrage. ~ _ and stead of law. 

Fellow work~en, we ~11 ~mo': t~1at our streng~~ lies in unity. ·We Today, when groups that are scattered far and wide wish to organi:?ie 
all know that 'Irade U momsm IS itself a recogmt10n of that fact, and - themselves for some object or other they no longer elect an Interna.., 
that no British Trade SocieLy ever objected to any worker joining it tionatParliament of ?'ough mul reckly "Representatives." No, where 
on the ground of his opinions. At this momeut there are' many loyal it is not possible to meet directly or come to an agreement by corres­
members actively engaged in forming, organising, and strengthening pondence, delegates versed in the question at issue are sent to treat, 
the unions· of their trade who hold Anarchist ideas. We therefore; with the instructions: "~ndeavor to come to an agreement on such or 
as fellow-1.mionists, appeal to you not to allow yourselves to be bullied such a question, and then return, not with a law in your pocket, but 
and cajoled by a set of ambitious politicians, whether they call them- · with a proposition of agreement which we ri1a.y or may not accept." 
selves "Socialists" or not, but to insist thRt no delegates shall be even 
asked for a declaration Qf opinions as a condition of admittance to the Such is the method of the great industrial companies, the learned 
Zurich Congress. \Ve appeal to you in the name of the common in- societies and the associations of every description, wh~ch already cover 
terests of Labor to give defhiite inst?"uctions to yoiir delegates (whether Europe and. the United States. And such should be the method of an 
you send one direct or through your Trade Council or Parliamentary emancipated society. While bringi1Ig about expropriation, society can­
Committee) not to allow ciny section of wo?·ke?·s, Ana?·chist 01 • othm·, to be not continue to organise itself on the principle of Parliamentary Repre­
·expelled on ciccount of thei?· opinions,· and thcit cill delegates fi·orn bona- sentation. A society founded on serfdom is in keeping with absolute 

_ fide Labo'I' associations should get justice and f afr plciy'. monarchy ; a society based on the wage system and the exploitation of 
Surely this is not too much to expect from you, and trusting yon the masses by the capitalists finds its political expres<sion in parlia­

will give this your immediate consideration, we are, with wishes for mentarianism. But a free society, regaining possession of the common 
the speedy suc;cess ·of the Cause of Labor the world ·over, yours in the inheritance, must seek, in free groups and free federation of groups, l)r 
struggle. [Here follow,the 93 name.:;.] _ - new organisation in harmony with the new economic phase of history. 

Every ecmwmic phase has a political phase correspoi1cling to it, and it 

_ T-1--:lE 
_ would be impossible to touch p1·ope1·ty wiphol1t finding at the same 

time a new ~oc1e of political life. 

OONQU-EST OF BREAD. 
_, 

By PETER KROPOTKINE. 

CHAPTER III.-ANAlW_HIST COMMUNISM •. 

II.- ( Continued.) 
Nevertheless, as soon as we turn from printed books to real life, as 

soon as we. cast out ~yes on Society, we are struck by the infinitesimal 
part which G9vernment plays there;- Long ag9, Balzac noticed how 

- many mi.llions of pea~ants live their whole lives knowing nothing of the 
Sta.te, except the lieavy taxes which they have to pay to it. Evei~y day 
coantless transactions take place without the interferen9e of Govern­
ment, a;i.1cl all matters- of trade and finance on a large scale-all thy 
trc.insact1ons of the Sto.::k Exchange-are so managed that the aid of 
Government cannot be -in,voked, even if one of the contracting parties 
has no intention of fnlfilling his agreement. 

Ask a business man Vf'rsed in these subjects, and he will tell you 
that the transactions effected evei·y day among business men would be _ 
uttedy impossible were they not hHsed on muttial good faith . . The 

. habit of keeping bis word and the desire not to lose credit amply suffice 
... to' maintain the conventional honesty uf the business world. Even the 
quack who would, without the smallest remorse, poison his dupes with 
ad nlter::.t,t,P.d drngs wrapped in bombaslic advertisements, even he makes 

Love's Triur.nph. 
I mused on Love, the pure harnYonious sense, 
Its deeper meanings brightened o'er my soul 
And thrilled me with the extasy of Hope, 
'J'he harbinger of Light and Joy on earth. 
A new life dawned upon my inward eyes ; 
And men appeared no longer monster-like, 
But things of reason, beauty, harmony. · 
The deadly upas nationality ~ 
Was w-holly razed from out the human breast, 
And envy, spite and rancorous jealousy-
All d~mons that enthrall the ·mind of man, 
Were swept and- scattered by the light of Love. 
One chain of kiwlred feeling linked mankind, 
An<! what the poets dreamt of, came to pass. 

. I stood upo11 a lofty pinnacle 
And watched the evolution to its goal. 
No longer hateful passions shook the breast, 
For Love was throned and wore the diadem. 

By the late J. M. BROW~ • 

:K·** Comrades will be glad to heal' that a selection of J. M. 'Bro\vn's hitherto 
unpublished poems, with some biographical notes (including an a1:ticle by • 
Glasier· which appeared in Freedom for May), has been issued at the Lab01' Lite­
rature Depot, 105, London-street, (i-Jasgow; price 6d. 
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Obse:rva'tjon.s on. 
- Comm u.:n..e 

III. 

the Russian. 
(Mi°:r). 

'fnrs method of organising 'pop ular life has created quite an original 
cast. of thought. In the opinion of the Russian people no one has a right 
to appropriate to himself anything but the prnduct of his own labor. 
In a peasant's household the woman has the r ight of disposing of all 
that she has herself produced according to her own wish. Usually all 
the produce of t he fields and the cat tle belong t o the man, whilst the 
produce of t he garden, the poultry and the various spinning industries 
belong to the housewife . And it is t he same in the case of chance pro­
fits. If you go t o a peasant's house for a meal or a d1·ink or a night's 
lodging a.nd you wish to pay something, you must always speak to the 
woman, the man will never take your money. 

I attribute to t his popular cust om the fac t that t he R ussian code 
recognises the division of property between the husband and wife," and 
it i that which has created for the R ussian woman an economic and 
consequently a social position far superior in most ~·espects to that en­
joyed by woman in West ern Europe. 

Owing to this thoroughly humane and just idea t hat private property 
can only ~xist in t hose things which are the prodpce of one's own 1abor, 
the Russian people obstinately refuse to consider fishin o· huntin()' or ' Q) bl 

the n e of forests for pe1·sonal 1·eqiti1·ernents as a crime. " The fol'ests 
and the water ai·e God's~" they na1vely say, "and each has t he riaht to 
make •.rne of theni , according to his needs." " But it is a theft to cut 
down wood in the estate of Lord N .," said Yakoushin, one of the best 
observers of popular life, to some 1)easants who were openlv O'Oina in 

t t 
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car 8 o a private e tate to cut clown wood . "What do you sR.y, little 
father," answered the pea ·ants astonished, "if someone were to t'-1.ke 
wood that you ~ad already ~ut or corn t hat you had already sown- ­
that would certamly be a theft-but anyone h as a r iaht to cut down a 
tree that Goel alone has cared for . Do you see, to btake what a man 
ha produced woul l be to steal. But the forests, t he game, the fish a.re 
?reat9d for _all-yes, for all." The peasants displayed yet more nero·y 
m developmg the same idea to the civil engineer Garin ( Riissi~n 
Thought. 1892). 

It mu t not be thought that these are a few exceptional fac . No, 
?re1~ywhere and always the people act in accordance with these idea· of 
Jn ~ice. ~he majority of "crime~" committed by pea ants ai- n.lway 
agam t J?rivate or state propei·ty m forests. For the R ussian peasant 
there _exi t -~nl~ one moral authority which possesses the r ight of tem­
po~·a~ily !or~:ddmg the u e of ·uch an~l such a piece of common property 
-1t i hi Mir , t he full assembly of hIS commune. Sometime::-:, in order 
to pre. erve the forests or fish , the Mir will proclaim such and such a 
place " acrecl" (zapoveclnict) for so many years, and t he Mir knows 
perfectly well that no Russian will touch the least straw in 11. "sacred " 
forest. The ·zapoveclnict forests ai·e well known in Rus -ia, and it is 
al? known how t he people respect the decisions of the Mii-. A whole 
s?neE of popular proverbs exist, which prove t o what a degree the Rus-
ians e teem, revere, their Mir . 

" ~ o one goes against the Mir ." 
"Even the woods bend before the decision of the M ir." 
"It_is a gloriou thing to die for the Mir. '.?.. And other such. And 

the l\Iir ;n'.11res its .decisions respected only by its practice of ::;oliclarity 
and equality, whilst the all-powerful government of the Tsar cann t 
get the peasa:rits to ?bey its la_ws. con?erning private and State property . 

But there is nothmg astomshmg rn the fact that the efforts of the 
government are fruitless : t he people has lono· been accustomed to look 
~!pon the . admini~tmtion and the govern~ent as its worst enemies. 

Moscow is as f.ull of bad gover nment officials as a forest is of branches .,, 
says an old popular proverb.. The people bas alway::; ti-iecl to fly fro;n 
the central government and its corrupt and despotic officials. vV. T. 

r!Po be con tinued .) 

" .A.n. · Enemy of -the People." 

~EERBOHM TREE,. t he fashionable actor, has now given seven representa­
tions of Ibsen's most Anarchir:;tic play, "An Enemy of the P eople," in 
the Haymarket Theatre. For the benefit of our readers who do not 
~now t he play we here give a bi·ief statement of it. The scene is laid 
ma town on th~ south coast of Norway; the hero is Dr. Thomas 
Stockmann, medical otlicei· to the Baths there, which are the chief 
source of proEperity to the town. The Doctor has beei1 the orioinal 
su~gestor of the Baths, but. hi8 elder brother Peter, who in his p:rson 
·umte~ several ~ffices , burgomaster, chief of police, etc., has been a 
~ronunent. man ii: put~ing t~~ scheme "on a practical footing,' and has 
su?ceedEd ~n gettrng lumself appointed Chairman of the Bath Com~ 
m1ttee. Like all things run for a purely pr{tctical purpose, i.e., for the 
purpose of gathering coin, the Bath scheme has been buno-led. The 
Doctor had wanted the Committee to build the Baths hioh~r up the 
coa.st, but he was not listened to and· the pipes are l~id below a 
tan bl • I ' nery e ongmg to Dr. Stockmann's father -in-law from which there , 
oozes · filth th · ' · 
8 

nox10us a~ tamts the water in the feed pipes of the Baths. 
Beveral cases of typhoid and gastric attac,ks among the visitors to the 
aths .Put the J?octor on the alert, and. he subjects ,the water to :t 

~:rc~mg analysis, which proves it to be swarming with infusoria, a,nd 
Jur10?-s to h~alth wh.ether taken internally or externn.lly. 

hn~a.vmg satis~ed himse.lf. that this i~ the fact, _Dr. St.ockmnnn 
tens to ~ell his fellow-citizens of the d1scove1·y. First. he tells it to 

a few very advanptd thinkers at his own house and they hail his dis-

Covery/' with joy, and .him as a remarkable man of sci-ence,--the- m:1itor _ 
of . a revol.utionary paper regarding it as most ,im_Rortant " copy," and 
as somethmg that will help him in his work "of emancipating the 
clown-trodden masses." Next day the prmter of thi2 pa.ph, a leader 
of th~ ·~mall ·midclle-clas_s men, as president of the Householders' 
Asso~iat1011, offers the ·Doctor the support of " a compact majority" in 
carrymg out the ne_cessary reforms at the Ba~h. But the Bt1rgomaster, 
when h~ hears of his brother's discovery , hastens to put a stop to wlmt 
h~ cor, s1de~·s nothing but lunacy. H e points out to t he Doctor th11t his 
discovery, if made public, m~ans ruin for the town, as t he pipes would 
have t o be re_-J~id at great cost, the Baths closed for at least two years, 
and all the VIS1tors, who brought money to the town, would be scared 
away, perhaps for ever. The Doctor however maintains it would be 
better t o be r uined than to go on f~ttening o~ lies and fi lth. The 

' Burgomast e1'. thereu12011 resolves to crush and silence his brother by his 
povy~r as a high official, and by threat s of dismissal from ·the post of · 

- mechcal officer to the Baths. / · · 
'l'he Doctor, strong in his rectit ude, and furthermore believina him ­

self backed by an infi uential paper and a compact majority, defies his 
brotl:e1· t~ , conce~l the tr uth ; but t.~e Editor of the " People's 
Messenger and his sub. go over t o the Burgo1uast er when they find 
St ockmann's is not the paying side, and the printer slinks off "vhen 1rn is 
told that the cost of r elaying the pipes would have to come out of his 
and his fello :tv-ratepayers' pockets. 

St?ckmann then resolves to appeal to the people, but cannot o-et a 
publi~ ha~~ len~ him, in which ~o h?ld · a meeting. A friendl; ea­
ca,ptarn o:ffers bun a large rnom m his house for the purpose . The 

· pe-ople assemble t o hear him r ead a pa.per on the condition of the 
B~ths, but they have already taken the cue from the ''People's 

. :Mes ·~nger" which has clecla.i·ed the Doctor to be wr ong. The Bmao­
mastei· pi·opo,·e · that the meeting should decline to hear the le tt~'e 
the popular edi~or second thi ~ , and t he audience agteeing, the Doctoi: 
t hen tea1· · up Ins paper and ·ay · he will E>ay nothing about the filth at 
the Baths that eveni1~g, he will_ in. ·tead tell th~m something quite dif­
ferei~t. He th~n ·pe?k · ~I'ftiO'ht, thouo-h with many ad,- r e inter­
~·upt_10ns , and te~l 111. · nn h D e that th y have i·id him of m~rny 
illu 10n , that hi eye hav be n opened wide, an l the fir. ·t thina 
he aw was the " extraoi·dinaq ·tupidity of the authoriti . · · " but th~ 
greate "t of hi di..,coverie wa.s when he found out that ,; th e mo t 
dan~erou: ~oe to truth . an l freed_o~" is,." the compact majority-the 
confounded, compact h bernl maJonty ! A trnmendous di ·turbance 
follow this declaration, and the Doctoi· is requested to withdraw these 
e:z:pres ions. "He.re~u e.·, and stick_s to it that t

1
he minority a1· alw:iys 

r ight; that maJority-truths are like last years salt pork--producing 
all the moral scurvey that devastates society." He then tells his 
audience that the masses are not the true pith of the people, rus the 
" Messenger " and such paper:;: would fain have them believe; " the 
masses are nothing but the raw :material t hat must be fashioned into 
t he P eople ; " t hey have to be cultivat ed just like any other animafo. 
H_is hearers .wax more and more furious_ a he proceeds and, finally they 
with on voice declare· that he hat es his country, that he i.· a11 enemy 
of the people. The crowd thi·eat en Stockmann with violence, but he 
pu ·hes his way defiant ly through to the door. The people follow"him 
home, hooting, and finally smash all his windows. 

I n the last act Stockmann gathers up all th~ stone ·, " only t wo 
decent-sized lumps in the whole heap," to keep a · heirlooms. Aaain 
the Burgomdster tries by threat s of ut ter ruin to make his brother 
retrn.ct his stat ements about the Baths. His father-in-law, who at first 
r ejoiced over the prospect of a nice little row in the town, but hter 
~enraged by the declaration that all the poisonous filth had come clown 
from his tannery, invests all the money he mea~t t o Jea.ve Mr ·. 
Stockm~nn and her children in Shar es in the Baths, in the ,-,1 in hope of 
compe1l mg Stockmann to find another suurce for t he " mill ions uf 
infusoria." The curtain falls -on the Doctor ruined financiillly an'.cl in 
reputation'· with n? adh eren~s in his native town but hi::; wife, daughter, 
-a- charmmg specimen of girlhood- two son s of t ender ) ears, and the 
friendly sea-captain , who has been dismissed from comnrn.ri l of his ship 
by th~ merchant-owner., who clcwes not employ a friend of so unpopular 
a man as the Doctor. But Stockma.nn has found nut his own sken ()' th 

• . • b ' 
he is able to stand alone J.f need be, for he has not feared truth . 

Judging from tlrn way in which the audience cheered at the first 
performance,, they either assumed that they a.11 bel01 1.Hd to the 
minority who is always right~ or they suppcsed that Beet bohm Tree 
was saying a good worrl for the British aristocracy, for· we ca nnot 
believe that they were cill Anarchists there. We hope t hat i\'h. Tree 
will be able to giv~ a special performance, paid for out of t be r'.ates for 
all County Counci11ors, Board School officials, Memb~rs of P:u-lian;ent, 
and other popnlar representatives, and meantime ]et us i·; mern l>er, as 
Dr. Stockmaun says: "One should never put on his best t1 ouc:e i·s to· 
go out to battle for freedom and truth." _ 

The play is published in the Camelot series, along witli " P illars of 
Society" and "Ghosts," price ls., or 9d. cash. It is wrono-ly called in 
this edition "An Enemy of Society," for the author rnak~s n. nice clii:; ­
tillctipn between

1 

an enemy of societ:y and -an ~nemy of t.he peopl<>, and 
shows that Dr. 'lhom~s Stockmann is somethrng more t hnn a fiahter of 
mere class distinction, lte js, as the Editor of " The People~s Mes­
senger" tauntingly cit1ls him, "a Revolutionist.." 

Special Noti"ee _to Lonclan -C.omracles. - As Agnes Henry will b i! o.i1 a lecture t our 
in the nof'th <l.1p·mg August, we hope some speakers will be able to take her 
place on Sunday eveuings at Clerkenwell Green, at which station Comrade Mer­
linowin be in need of English help. 
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its meanness, pettiness, cowardliness as over this affair. Altgeld, says 
the Chicago T1·ibune, " has not a drop of true Am~TiQ.an blood in his 
veins." "He does not reason like an American, nor feel like one, nor · 
behave like one." And yet the Tribune, like all the other bourgeois 
papers, · will have it that he has done tb_e most American thing under 
the sun-sold Justice for a Vote. It would be impossible to quote 
from all _the papers that rail at "the self-disgraced Governor" of Illi­
nois, and can !_iis act the mere keeping of a political promise made to 
secure his election. ·with Be1.1jamin Tucker we say that is all Bosh! 

. paya,ble to C. M. Wilson. 

Wholesale Price, ls: 4d. -per quire of 27, <'.._arriage free to all parts. 
. for if it were so Altgeld would not have written the elaJ:>0rate and care­

ful defence-of 11is acti011, pointing out that jiistice, µot 1rie1·cy, was bis 
motor: his -well-grounded assertion that the trial of the Oliicao-0 
Ani;trchists was unfair, that the judge was partisan, the jury pack~d, 
the sentence bloody-this is the red flag that maddened the brute beast 
capitalistic journalism . . " Uniuestionably," says the New York Evening 
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Post, " if the four other-Andrchists ,had not been hanged they would 
have been pardoned-with their associates now "-a supposition almost 
too fearful for the Evening Post to contemplate. No, we cannot bring 
ba;ck the dead to life. We can only inscribe, as Liberty suggests, upon 
the memorial marble raised to Spi~s, Parsons, Engel, Fischer and Lingg 
"Not 1\im.:derers, but Murdered," and remember, let the wolves howl 
as they.may, that the Chicago Men have contributed their share, and 
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N 0 TES. 
OUR FRIENDS THE POLICE . 

Comrades Cantwell and Young were - arrested while . on' duty on­
Thursday nj.ght, 29th June . . They were posting the following bills:-

'' Royal Wedding : The L-mdon Anarc bists will hold an indignation m eeting 
Sunday, July 2nc1, ·in !J:yde Park, at half-past-three, to protest against the waste 
of wealth upon these Royal Vermin, while the workers are dying of hunger 
and' overwork. Fellow workers, prepare for th~ Revolution. liemember-He 
wl10 would be free himself must strike the blow. Down with Flunkyism ! 

It seems likely that the l'.k,rrest was made as an excuse to break into the 
Oonimonwecd offices, for when; after remand; our comrades were brought 
again before the magistrate, to the general astonis4ment, the police 
confessed they ~ad no case themselves-; although of course they tried 
to disguise the fact by bragging of what they might do. · They had, 
however, whilst our comrades-were in prison, rummaged the 'Wectl office 
and also Oantwell's private letters and papers, taking away his--keys for 
th~ purpose. Cantwell and Young were dismissed ; but were thereup­
on summoned by the owners of the hoarding upon which one of the 
bills was affixed, and fined £2 2s. each. 

As usual,, the meddling of the police has been useful. to the cause. 
Ever since, Anarchist meetings }1ave flourished abundantly ; many 
extra quires of Oornrnonwecils are sold, and big · collections made; our 
~rators are stimulat~d to their utmost, and new speakers are appea1~ing. 

ANOTHER FAILURE. ~ 
Not an Australian bank this time, nor a buildii1g society; nothing 

to cause any astonishment: quite an eyery day occurrence. There 
need be no surprise whatever in the failure 0-f a thing which has never 
been known to succeed-an Act of Pa,rliament. The enquiry "into 
the present operation of the laws with regard to total and to partial 
exemption from schwl attendance, and to child labor generally" is a 
report which, as the Sta1· says, cannot be read "without some sic.Kn~ss 
of heart." " Children are being employed in England and Wales with­
out any legal restriction as to the number of hours, at the ages of 
twelve, eleven, or even ten." The law,· the 8ta1· continues, "is in an 
almost hopeless sta-te, of chaos. Not fewer than three existing Acts-=­
oae in 1870, one in 1876, and ''the third in 1880-nave to account for 
the present ·state of things." Quite so ; and_ the same may be said of 
every corner of social life into which legislation intrudes its mischievous 
head. Now we are perfectly we11 aware that our Fabian and Social 
Democratic friends are coming into this business to do wonders. They 

-think they possess a magic wand which will transform· this mixtur_e of 
blundermg and low cunning in~o a_illeans of reorganising our social 
system. Well, 'the ~ays of magic wands ~re P,assed{: anc1 'We are reapy 
sorry _for the delus10ps. of these " pr_actical · people. To accomplish 
·anything, they would have to destroy the power -of t~e capitalist, and 
that would mean a revolution . But practical people dread revolutions 
and that is why·they will never accomplish anything for .... humanity. 

FROM PRISON. / , 

We. hav~ -received a letter from C. C. Davis, dated Birmi11gham 
Prison, July 2lst. He writes- in· fairly good spirits, "still full of 

-courage," _only suffering from the depression natural .to a strong man 
_ 1n-c_aptivity. ~ He _sends best wishes to all comrades; and special greet­

ings to his fellow-prisoners, t~e Walsall men a~d D. J. Nicoll. Com­
rade E. C. Chapman has received per1nission to visit him. · . 

An American correspondent writes :-" Our. imprisoned friends 
[Bauer and Nold] are we.11 in health and -spirits, and ~eep up good 
courage. They ~end ~heir greetings to all the comrades m England." 

ALTGELD'S CRIME AGAINST A~rnRICANISM: 
The American journal~sts have been raining the nine parts of speech 

for: forty days ap.d nights i}l abusive combinations on the subject of 
Governor Altgeld's setting free Fielden, N eebe and Schwab. The thing 

_that strikes the old-world readers ' in their condemnations of a pardon 
being granted to innocent men is t4e utter lack of a humane spirit in 
their articles. Never has .the-American press _s~ thoroughly displayed 

/ 

a glorious one, to the evolution of mankind. · , 

"TUCKER_ PLEASED. 

- In Libe1·ty, May 27th, ~enj. R. Tucker comments. on the fag encl of 
our report of William Morris's lecture on Communism, published in 
May F1·eeclom;. He i::.ejoices over our supposed indignation at bearing 
Morris speak his mind concerning Ana~0chism according to Tucker, but 
we cannot for the life of us see why we should be supposed indignant 
at. that. It was not the first time we heard Morris declare that Tuck­
er's Anarchism, being the ;egation of all society, is a-state of things_. 
quite inconceivable to him (Morris), and that he thinks the English 
Anarchists are in reality Communists. Sometimes we are tempted to 
exclaim, ·apropos of both, Tucker and Morris, that there are none so 
blind as he-who will not see! To us there is no Communism worth 
striving for that is not :voluntary, and no possibility of Anarchy unless 

- men are living in brotherhood, holding all necessaries of life in common 
and beingr like the Trinity, "neither afore nor after" each other. 
Tuckercomplains thathewasmisrepresented when Morris said he wanted 
tlie dissolution of all society, but for all that he himself misrepresenti 
Morris, a ser,tence q_r two higher up, when he says that Morris, "being 
determined _there shall be n9 property, abandons freedom."- Of course 
Morris has done no such thing. At present he is in the atmosphere of 
Fabianism and S.D.F.-ism, and is almost persuaded ·that there will 
always be a strong minority wanting to maintain some of the present 
day evils, or so1nething equ·~.lly foolish, which will necessitate somebody 
or _ another'r:; undertaking to keep everyoody else in order. Further­
more, Tucker must have read the_r_5'port of the lecture in haste, and 
muddled ~is brains in so doing ; otherwise how could he interpret Mor­
ris's saying that " many folks in the . Socialist eag?e were mere dis­
turbandists '' as meaning that the Freedom Group, who invited Morris 

, to lecture, "are simple disturbers of the peace.': The mere dist.urban­
dist, however, wherever he Qe, is a JJSeful man at present; for a good 
g_eal ?_f what exists must be di13turbed, and uprooted, before there is 
room for newe~ and better growths. -

A SINCERE REGltET . 

. ·w·e are ·indeed sorry to learn from the lst July No. of Libe?·ty that 
its able editor is, from personal reverses, compelled to curtail the issue. 
Libe1·ty will he11ceforth, until further notice, be published monthly in­
stead of weekly,' and even this can only be done by 'l'ucker's setting the 
whole of the type himself, thus reducing the cost to outlay for·paper, 
presswork und postage. The privileges of subscribers will _remain un­
changed. · We hope that Libe1·ty will later on reappear in the old form. 
There are-not so many :fighter8 against .. the old state of things that we 
can afford to miss out Benjamin Tucker's weekly blows for individual 
freedom, even though they are not dealt after our ~ethod. 

SOCIAL DEMOCRAT£{) TYRANNY IN AMERICA. 

'The New York. CeRtral Labot Federation of the American Socialist / 
Labor Pa1~ty have ann9unced tliat ali members of unions belonging to 
it ·who do not " vote the straight party ticket " are to be considered 
" Scabs," and treated ?-S -such ! -The organ of the · German Soc.ial 
Demgcrats in New York, the folkszeitung, has ventured to doubt the 
wisdom of trying to 'force members to vote as the party leaders direct, 
but the said leaders, and The People, the English organ of the party, 
soundly rate the f.ierman paper, saying that if they are not to be allowed 
to_ ~reatnon-voters as "Scabs," the Socialist Labor Party may as well 
disband. The unions at large .. seem altogether shaky as regards t~e 
principle invt>lved, some -thinking one way and some another. It is 
abqut ti:rp.e.some Anarchists struck into the controversyand pointed out 
.that tyranp.y in the name of Socialism only differs from other sorts by 
being a sl:iade more pernicious; for if Socialism means any.thing re~! 

_at all, it meati.s th_e freeing of the Workers, not handing._ them ove~' in 

bonds of red tape · from one set of elected .. rulers to another . Just 
as arbitrary~ 

ITALY. ·-
We have a new Anarchist paper in Naples, writes a ('.Orrespondent· 

Comrade S-chinhi, who shot in self-defence at a--policem~n, ba~ be~D 
sentenced at Viterbo to 11 years penal servitude. His behaviour JJJ 

the trial and after the se11tence has been sple11did. · Above all, we have 

I I 
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a splendid ;ffiorescence of Socialist trade unions in Sicily, thousands of . 
workmen in a few months having run to enlist themselves. Quite a 
.new-thing in Sicily. 

~he Situation. in Spain.. 

.A BOURGEOIS paper in Madrid, L'Ep(Jcei, sums up the situation in the 
J ollowing manner : '~ Galicia is almost in a state of insurrection through­
-out tb.e province ; Narvarre is disgusted and ready to rise ; fro;m Cata­
lonia telegram's a.re received, announcing meetings of commercial and 
industrial proprietors who intend to oppose the payment of the taxes ; 
in Andalusia the bad feeling and discontent are constant. Every one 
laments and protests; even the la~.-yers strike,; in several provinces 
jns~ice is administered in the courtyards of the inns; the industrial 
population are cancelled in the lists of tax-contributors ; ·commerr.iar 
.men_prepare a demonstration by a general closing of shops ; and every­
-where the situation is such as cannot last." 

This picture presentad by the Madrid paper is far from being exag­
.gerated. Bourgeois society is afready bankrupt; after ha\ing reduced 
the operatives and pea ·antry to extreme misery, and after having used 
~:r~:ery means, from flattery to massacre, to prevent the people from 
vindicating their rights, today it is itself th.e ' 'ictim of the present 
absurd social organisatio'n. Suffering and discontented, it now wavers 
between the desire to free itself from the oppression of the central go­
·vernment and the domination of _the great bankers, and a fear of the 
people, , who certainly this time will not rebel to serve the interests of 
their masters, but, on the contrai·y, to obtain their own emancipation. 

There is a commercial and industrial crisis in Spain,_ and yet the 
government has to provide foi· the luxury of the court, for the greed of 

. it adherents, and for the expensf:'s of the police-always on the in ­
c~·ease owing to the gl'Owth of popula_r discontent. Therefore it rai es 
the taxes ·to a Clegree entirely disproportionate to the mean · of the 
country.· The_ populace and the middle cla13s resist, and thus continual 
.conflicts arise, which rende1· the ituation more and more strained . 

The em~loiing classes pi·~test by closing factories and shops, a. · in 
Grenada, :Saragazza, Valencia, Calatayud, 'l'arragona etc. etc. Or they 
.form "Committees of Resistance," to oppose the taxe and pledae 
~hems~l;es not to accept any office connected with the government, a 
ii: Galicia. ~n Col'Una? ~he capital. of this province, it has been impo. -
sible to appom~ a ~umc1pal council, because no bourgeois will accept 
the office of councillor ! · 

The people for their part also protest, but in a more violent manner 
warring against both the government and their employe_rs. Thi,'. 
ma.kes the r:r:i-id~le classes, and particularly t_he republican section of 
-them, very mchgnant. They would be glad enough if the workmen 
w?uld help them to drive away the present government, but do not 
wis~ to hear anything about Socialism. Indeed, they would rather 
i-etam the .monarchy than run the risk of losing the privileges of theii­
class-an important fact which expla~ns how it is that monarchy still 
holds out in Spain. 
~t the present moment a whole series of sniall popular revolts are 

takmg place. There are revolts agains(the town-dues revolts aaainst 
the capita~io~-~ax, revolts a~ainst imposed passports, i.e'., the obligation 
for every.mdiyidual to have a certificate of identity, which certificates 
are supplied for payment by the authorities. · 

Almost all these tumults2 numbered by hundreds in every province, 
present much the same features. The tax-collectors come and seize 
. ome one's proper~y; the public watch the house, and begin to gather 
m. groups; the girls and women i~ise a. clamor; a shower of stones 
rams down upon the tax-collectors, who promptly i~un away. Then 
.co.me the gendarmes, 3:n.d the fig~~ grows serious. The mayor appears 
with the other authorities, who mtedere, put a stop to the seizure of 
the. p~operty and p~etend to give satisfaction to the. public. Later on­
r~-mforcements arrive, and the disturbance is suppressed, more or less 
·v10lently. 'rhe final result of the whole business is the smashino- of 
ma~y windows, the wounding of several individuals on both sides~ a 
pamc among the tax-collectors, and some arrests. And no sooner is 
-0ne such affair over than another begins. - . 

. Sometimes, however, disturbances take l~rger proportions. · At Mad­
.rid, for example, the str:eet sweepers on strike have carried on a . verit-
able battle. . 

And the ~overnment imagines~ will remedy all this by persecuting 
the Anarchi.sts ! The Liberal ministry, which i~ now in power, seems 
to have set itself. to show that Anarchists are right when they say that 
one government is about the same as another. The Liberals are even 
more. tyrannical · than . the Conservatives have been. They prohibit 
n:ieetmg~ and dem?nstratio.ns, saying that the 'b,narchist party is out-

. side the law~ e.g., m Madrid on May-day. When grantihg permission 
for a rep_ubhca:q. meeting, "to consider social questions," the rb.inister 
gave not1c~ that the assembly would be dissolve!f instantly if Anai.·chy 
were mentioned, "that question b~in,g illegal." 

Arbitrary imprisonment and outrageous sentences upon Anarchists 
.are everywhere the order of the day. The last decision of the Council 
of ~Var relative to tlle ~isturbance at Xer:s, after remarking " although 
the_:_ e ewe 1!'o proofs against the accused, logic rnakes us siippose thct,t they 
haa pa'rt i1!' these events," goes on to condemn nine people to imprison­
ment for hfe, two to twenty years, one to fifteen years, and four to · 
twelve years ! . · · · . 

. ~ ~ Madrid, on ff uly 2, a bomb exploded before the house1 of the e~~ 
,president of the Council, Sgr. Oanc_>va$,·killing ']).·ancisco Ruiz, .wh 'o it 
1 -> supposed was the a~thor of the attempt. Rui~ _was a printer by trade 
.and had a large family. He had been an active propagandist of An-

/ 

; . 

archist ideas since the early days of the I~ternational. It seems that 
no comrade knew of an intention on his part to cause the explosion to 
which he has fallen a victim. But the Spanish- Anarchists have been 
lately engaged in spreading t·heir ideas among the Republicans, and it 
may !}ave been hop_ed to rouse the Republican party by a startling act­
and thus urge on the revqlutionary outbreak which is daily expected. 
The government have, of course, profited by the occasion to arrest as 
many-Anarchists as possible. 

The labor .movement continues to develop. Strike follows strike. 
New societies for the resistance to capitalistic oppression are being or­
ganised~ and those already in existence are f ederat'ing among themselves: 

It is noteworthy and encouraging that the agitation is spreading 
among agricultuntl laborers. A tecen~ congress of delegates from a 
pect,scmt association united with the Spanish Operatives' Organisation. ' 
In Catalonia, the farmers, who hold land on condition of yielding to 
the owners a fixed portion of the produce, have decided to cultivate 
only half of the land and to retain all the pfoduce, inviting the maRters 
to come and cultivate the other half themselves, if they want hl:Llf of_ 
what the farm yields\ 

The peasants _rolind about Barcelona are in rev0"lt . 
Until lately, except in Andalusia, where, for several years, Socialist 

and Anarchist ideas have penetrated among the agricultural laborers, 
in Spain, as in other countries, the labor movement has been restricted 
generally to operatives. Now it is latgely making its way into cour::try 
places, and this is perhaps the most hopefnl feature in the whole 
situation. 

Mr. Au.heron. Herbert's "Volu.:µ.­
ta:ry Sta.-te." 

( C ontiniied.) 
Next comes :-'.Phe WO?·king of the Voli1,ntcwy 1 'tcite . 
(1.) " Tei. ·ation. Public days would be fix d for the collection of 

Voluntary Contribution ·. 'l'h se da.y. · would pl'obably become 
national holiday , meetings being held and peiformances of 
many different kinds being org:tni. ed by tho. ·e citizens who 
would unde1·take to act in this matter to as iist the raising of 
contributions. It would be attempted to enli -t everywhere the 
energy a.nd goodwill of all leading citizen . Hospital Saturday 
and Sunday offer on a minute scale an example of what would 
be done." 

You see! No i·eal voluntal'yism after all . Public days are to be 
fixed (we presume by the State,) on which day· the . wills of the not 
interested n.l'e to be inveigled by mean.· devi ed by the wills of the 
keehly interested; the wills of "leading citizens" to be quite specially _ 
angled for, of course. Nb }~onest na_iling. u~ in public of a permane~t 
'propertyist's alms-box' with the mscnption-" Whosoever of his 
owri accol'<l really desires to pay money for , ome one- else to carry a 
bludgeon or emr loy dynamite oi· bnild il'Onclacl. in defence of his own 
01· any one else's pur.·e or per on, pl ase pay here. Amount volun­
tary." That would be voluntary taxation ; and of course it w_oald-be 
a .·heer Jrnman impossibihty to buy bludgeoners or dynamiters enough 
-Ol' even the ten million pounds' worth of them thn.t Mr. Herbert 
presently hints at

1
- to protect all the propertyists, national and 

private, out of such sums as people at large would be willing to p:ty 
for that definite purpose. No one likes to buy anything at his own felt 
expense (even foi his ma. ter ! ) dearer than he need. Our unjustly 
mistrusted mother, Nature,.has ordered it so, and has actually made 
the dislike nowhere more intense than in the bosoms of the well-fed of 
t;he children of 4lbion. And at the present social and ethical time of 
day, when tq a large and daily increasing intelligent minority the buy­
ino- and ii.ir ing of people to. do what we want and they don't care about 
iS'beginning to apyear a somewhat que· tionable and . .foolish process; it 
seems a little farcical to propose measu1·e~ for renclermg the protect10n 

- of the p,ropetty-owner by the pr~pert..yless a v?luntary business a~ ~11. 
Possibly our Anarchist time-pieces are a httle prone to gammg 
where practical ethics are conc~rn.ed ; -~mt I . think there c~n b~ no 
doubt that that caf. l\!Ir. Hel'ber~ 1s, 111 this particular cas~, belun~ time . 
Or may we read ~etwee:i;i the Imes or among the corollaries-of lus p_ro-_ 
posal any willing~ess that proper~ty shall djssolve thro-qgh the natural 
liberated ·action of volitionfLl cause and effect, and the . . people become 
truly free, although by a more unconcious, l'andom, .and circuitous 
route j;,han that of direct intelligent revolt? I trow no~. Fo~· F?·ee 
Life "resolutely defends private pr0-perty .. " _It must be that the 
absolute and helpless dependence of , this inr~titution on coercive 
Government is not yet appar.ent to Mr. Herbert . 

And tlien, I for one have an obje~tion· to the _1nethod of this mad­
ness. Lo! legal an-:-d official coer9ion of the tax-paying will being __ 
once aholishetl, that more shifty and demoi-alising form of will-coercion -
is contemDlated which already brings silver threepenny bits in such 
myriads to the coffers of Hospitals, etc. ·The threepenny bit repre-

_. serits mammonised Respectability's compromise between the " I cloh't 
want to· pay," ·on. one -hand, and the •:,,.I- don't want Mrs. Grundy to 
/1:,1~ow I don't want to pay," on the other. The threepenny bit 1s the 
only vohmtary CQin to be expected from the ·well-clad portion of the 
public ; if larger sums _?,re needed they will ha.ve to be boug~1t or 
bribed · for, by means of "performances of mar.1.y kinds "-concerts, 
theatricals, bazaars, what not ? And then, think of the " cadging 1', that 
~ill go on on part of "leading citizens" am:mg the (always ,,"moi·e 
0"enerously-dis·posecl) poor. Think or how the "black polic~ '~ and 
their .petticoated subalterns will "work"_ tJhe villages, the schools, the-
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slu~s; every irn,ok a:rid -c~r-ner where ig·norgnce~ and inn0cence renders 
' n1inds and wiH::? -:-clefenceless against policy ai1d influenQe. I do not 

think the pictll're of Mr. Herped'.s national tax-collecting holidays a 
pretty picture .at all. Of the two methods I had rather that the State 
wre:qchecl open my finge.1s and seized the tax, in spit~ of me, than have 

-it wheedled out of n'.le whille' the "Voluntary" is being played on the 
church organ. 

(2 .) "A State Contri?ution paper would be cfrculfl:ted stating .the 
various needs of the Government, and the amount required 
un~lex the various heads. , Each contributor would fill ~n his 
contributions •under such h_eads a,s he chose. Whenever the 
-amot1nt fell short for. an ~rhportant purpose, the Government 
would issu~ a supplementary notice pointing out the amount 
which was deficient . It would then rest with the cmmtry-to 

, sppply or not to supply the deficiency. Those- who gave co~­
tributions for any special purpose would marl~ · their paper if 
they chose to indicate that -w'hen a certain sum had been ob­
tained, say £10,000,000, for natiorial defence, their contributions~ 
::;hould be transferred, to other pm·poses." , 

Think of the army of sala:r:ied officials even this distantly f-Liture 
-Government would still be ol51igecl to employ! Inducement to 
corruption must remain _ so long as salaried officialism remains ; no 
incorruptible officials can be .hoped for so long as the officiating is done 
rnainly for a living, or for promotion, and only secondarily or 11ot at 
all for sake of anything else. _ And imagine if you can the posture of 
mind which contentedly looks along an evolutionary vista, and se~s 
a.t--...the end of it nothing better than Government agents busily carry­
ing round the hat in the itame of that ·a.riachronism "the Country..:' 
National defence !-when -Internationalism is ah·eady the_ ingrain senti­
ment of millions,-when th~ /proletariat of the whole planet, exactly 
in pr:Oportion to its · rapidly advancing enlightenment, is sick of the 
farce of nationality, the cant of patriotism, the barbaric pretence of 
empire ; false ideals which have broug·ht to the peoples nothing but 
servitude and woe. _Why, it s~ems to me, th~t long before a~1y 
propertyist gets even the smallest current of -popular feeling to· set in 
anywhere to.wards his goal, events will hav:e tided us all on to a social 
te1··ra fiJ·'l'lia where there ~ill be no more- nati0ns to -hate, and compete 

- against, and attack ;-no more nations to bhl.ster about, and murder-
ously defend: _ 

(3.) _"Debt'. In order to get rid of all existing debt, central and 
local, the. gl'8atest efforts would oe made; fonds opened, gifts 
and legacies invited, some public property sold . . . . . . A 
crusade would be preached in every part of tbe cotintry to get 
rid of our existing evil and humiliating bmclens." 

J;_t is of course only financial debt that is here meant. The deeper 
debt that has a.ccumulated for centuries- the debt which tlie Appro-

. priator, national or privat e, everywhere owes to the Producer of pro­
perty,-this rema1ns oHt of count. The" lnrmilit}ting _burchm" spol~en 
of is not the .but'den of living and enjoying at the sole cost (in life and -
enjoyment) of the o°\'erworked man .who fills your p11rse, or that otfier 
man whm;e sad life you penalise, and whose enjoyment you, utterly 
forbid, only because you cannot_ employ him to en.rich 3i-9u further. And 
what 'a waste of crusading f:::nergy wonkl be that proposed preachment 
against national financial debt, \'Vhile the c1rn ses, one and all, that drive 
nations into debt remain untouched. - - --

( 4.) Tlie Vote. - "A pRyment of 5s. per annum would give tbe vote; 
but it might be found c_onvenient to put matters dealt with 
by the State on the voluntary principle under separate Boards 
which would be elected only by those co11ti·ibnti.ng to each 
matter so dealt with. These Boards wonlcl be independent of 
the Government though they might, if convenient, report their 

_ proceedings to the Government." 
Every man (and we presume every woman), then, who in the days 

-of Voluntary Statisn-i shall' feel_ in need of gove1·ning or who wapts to 
get other people goYernecl, will' merely'have to inherit, work for beg· 
borrow, or steal firn shillirjgs, as a year's quali:ficat4on for the prifrile o-~ 
of saying what representatiye stranger shall perform th.e operation f~r 
the~. The majority, then, of those folk who care to buy this five 
shillings ~ortJ1 of inclii-ect_ and risky clom~nating power will. decide 
matters for .the rest-as cit present. There will be legal pe1ialty m some 
s-h:1_pe f m;,,, ev~io'n oi· defiance (however coriE=eient~ous) of the vote­
_buyor-s'--repre~Emtatires' i egul~ions . No provil'ion whatever is made 
for the people who don't want to be represented at a11, or g0Ye1·rn:·d · at 

- all. Anar~hist~ a.nd "A b~tenti0uists" will have to rem a.iii either the 
sir,bjects of the more numerous of .the competing parties of 5 - ~hillino-ei·s 

, ~r e_lse the discredited ?'e~-e~ that they ai-~ to-cla}'.'. As to the se~~at~ 
httle elected beards for _ this ,trnd thnt, with then· repoits to Govern­
:ment -and th@ii-Gm-'ernment-nucliied accounts, their tv~·o salient -frntures 
foot? so ~a.rge in my ana.ichi_c vision that' I cannot care about anjr of 
then: nn~or 1-rn ~l com1~1n·at1xe nch'~rntages _an~ disadvantages. Being 
worked by money a.t~d for money, money wilJ, as now-, come first, and 
man Reconcl, in their every provi~ion ; -and the oflici'nlism neces:-;ita.ted 
':'ith tl~at inevitable , c~nc :rnJitnnt of o:fficialisrn-crrrnpti~n, wiJl con~ 
tmue to cftnse wa~te of power aud abnse of trnst all round. 

(To be cm'itinuecl.) 
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- Fi·om. the genei:al ·dri[t of tl~e sqggcstions. receive(l, it appears that the .. l\f-aui­
f~sto m1ght~be g~·rat~y imuro.ved _by a second pa.rt explaining the general priu- . 
crplcs .of A!larclns t _Co1.nmurnsm. · 'Ne therefore propose to publish this ii.ext 
nvr11th, fi~rnlly rernntn.g the ~vhole as a_penny'pan1ph.let. . 

.\pologies to/ the nurny contn·butors whose artides we are forced to hold over 
_; fur I:ck of space this month. 

" Why Gove:rn.men:t a""t, ~ll?" ~ 

, This .book by Mr. V '.111 Ornur:1 is t~n addition to Anarchist literature. 
'Ihe writer has done 111s work m his own way, as every, Anarchist 
should, and altl:ough there may be some. disadvantage in discussing so 
many problems 111 so small a space, all will be impressed by-the sincer­
ity of to1:e ,:-vith which tl:e various subjects are handled. · The pernicious 
effects of government m all matters in which it concerns itself are 
brought_ clearly to the ·reacler's mind, and after such 'an arrai&nment not 
oni-y is he convi:iced that it has not a leg left to sfand · on~ - but he is 
tau,ght to look hopefully forward to its early demise. - , 
. . We_ cannot, however, help expressing our disappointment upon read­
mg the chapter on the "Abolition of the Law," -in which Mr. Van 
Ornu?1 propou11ds his remedy. He says: "All that is necessary is to 
combme and elec·~ ::i majority o~ one House to do nothing," -refel"ring of 

. course to the Umted 8tates . government. "It is not nece_ssary,". _we 
are told, " to repeal a law or to amend a law ; simply refuse to pass 
any l_H.w." But to succeed_ in this scheme implies that you must have 
a m.aj_ority of Ar_1archif;ts in the.country, or at least a majority of people 
sufficie~1tly convrn ced of the evils of government to be willing· t_o over­
throw lt. And surely by that time the political machine will have been 
stoppe<,:l, never to go again . But even should matters turn out as Mr. 
Van On~um suppose~. there is still lhis great point to ... be remember8d, 

" that priva te 'propei·ty so far remains in the hands of the monopolists. 
No matter huw eff(:'3ctually you roay· have checkmated the politicians, 
;y:ou ~lave still ~-ot your_ enemy in the rear, if you have left-the monopo­
lrnt ~n- posse~s10n o~ lus stolen_ wealth. By cunning and by corruption 
he ~will 0rgam~e agai.u and agam to defeat ycu and maintain his power. 
To pre-vent this the _wo:i;:kers must hold on to the means of production. 
In a sense these tool.· and instnunents pf production are in -their hands 
now ; but, instead of using them for their masters, they must use them 
for the satisfactio11 of their o\v:-n needs. In other words, it is not so 
much t_hat they nee~l 3ttack private property as that they must refuse 
to be eJected from the mines _and factories and so be prevented- from 
producing for themselves. · 

In his chapter ori "Ch·ime, its nature and cause," Mr. Van Ornum 
gives a lrnma~ie and intelligent exposition of the s11bject, and we sin­
cerely hope it '~ill heJp readers to form more enlightened views of a 
matter upon which our rulers are more culpably stupid and debased 
than the people _they delight to torture. . 

Finally, we anJ. pleased to note that l\h. Van Orn um, in the encl 
anives at tl}e conclusions formed by Anarchist Communists. ' 

He says (p. 321), ''Property must soqn become a common possession, 
a1~d be erpplo.yed by all to their fullest capacity for enjoyment.- Men 
will beco~e hke guest1::> at a well-filled table, spread with such a wealth 
of aJ:>tmda1~ce that none will begrudge 21,nothe:r any possible enjoyment." 
Agam,_ " One of the first fruits of liberty will be the-exti11.ction of pro­
perty as an individual possec::sion. . . . as a convenience in order 
to avoid the labor and the iro~ble of keeping accounts, of exacting pay- _ 
meJ;lt, and the care of looking after Jarge peri'lonal be-longings." 

Although these conchlsions are reached by \vhat seems to us to Le 
rather a _circuitous route) we m·e none the le.~H glad to -~velcome them, 
w~ tr1lst ~r. Van Ornum's book may be widely read, and so help others 
to grasp these truths as clearly and firmly as himself. 

A.NI. 

Books, Pamphlets, etc. 
We have received uuring tli e past months the fo llowiiw iJooks and pamphlets 

011 our cause allLl k iw.lrecl subjects . 
0 

- _ 

IN ENGLISH. 

The Crimes of Governnie·1~ t, by J. Sketchley, 2Ll. 'l'hc People'e Bookstall, 52, 
S.alth-ouse - la~ e , Hull.-An exce1lent pamphlet, showing t he iniquitous prin· 
c1ples.on which governments are founded, and enumerating some of the ,crimes 
pommitted _by the church ~nd the State. Let people read this and then prate 
about Ravachol and such if they dare. 

The _ TYo,rknta_n's <J,iiesti'orb: why he is poor, by J . S~cetchly, 2d.-An inte_yest;ng 
pamrwlet sh?wuig the enormous sums of_ the national wealth produced by the 
work~rs, -wlnch arc wasted on the non-producing parasitic cfasses, and tlrn~ 
showrng why the worker is poor in the midst of plenty. , · / 

English Lan.cl Restornti01_i League Special Report 1891. Among the Suffolk 
. laborers with the i.;ed van; Office--8, Duke-street, ·Adelplii, '71r_ C. 

Lancl Nationali'sation 'Tracts : 
No. 32. " The ·Ethics of Compensation." ' . 
No. 33. "Presiuential Adclre_ss delivered by Dr. Wallace." 
No. 34. "Program of the Land Nationalisation Society." 
No. 3§., " Opinions of leading thinkerf?." -

'l..'he 10th A niiiwl Report on the work of the Fabian Society for , tl~e yeal' ended 
lVIarch 31st 1893. hl. - Office 276, Strand, W. C. ' 

Fabian Tracts (ld . each) : - • 
"The ·New Reform Bill." 
'' Progress towards Social :Qcmocracy. '' 
"Eight hours' bill." -
" Whctt the farm laborer wants." 
"The workers' ,political program.'" 

"The Relationship bejwecn Do-operation and 1'rade Unionism; By" Beatrice Pot­
ter (~'Irs. Sidney Wel)b).- A paper read at a conference of traue union officials 
and co-operators, :Aug. 15, 1892.-A thoughtful pamphlet, pointing out that 
under Social Democracy strong trade unions would be urgently needed to pro· 
t~ct the interest of various cla,i;;ses of' producers against the "compact majo~ 
rity '' oJ consumers. . _ . . _ -

Women's vVa_qe.s;. By Isabella 0. Ford. The Humanitarian League Publication 
No. 8 . . 1893. /William Reeves. · 

Cheap bread Jo':.,, all-if yon will on'y r-i·ganise. A manifesto of the Grrat Yar-

-* "Why Government at all ? " by 'Villiam H. Van Ornum. -Published by, 
Charles H. 'Kerr & Co., 175, D,earborn-street, C]].icago, Illinois. Price· 50 ce~1ts -
_(2[1). u-.s. A. / ' 
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mouth Socialists,' calling upon the '~orkers to organise co -operative bakeries 
to obtain bread at reasonabJe prices. In Belgium a like movement has not 
bee:o. a success, having t ended to r educe the Socia.list n.gitatiou-to a cheap-l oaf 
business. 

.SociaZisni ancl the Pope's Encyclical. A series of letters whi(.;h appeared ih the 
"Glamorgan Free Press" during 1~91. By Munullog._ Price 3d.-This ]~am­
phlet criticises the Pope' s "remedies" for p ·esent evil s such as Teetotalism, 
eight hours' day, trade uniouism, etc., showing h ow tlrnse would never touch 
the root cause of the evil, it also refutes at l ength .the Pope's objections to 
Socialism.' · 

The Piiblic v. Publican and Tedotal fanatic: dealing with the Licensing ques ­
tion and Sunday closing, from the standpoint of the lnclividual. By a Radical. 
ld.-'rhis pamphlet is to show that closing the public houses will not dimiuish 
intoxicati on, as can be proved by example, but will m er ely create a mono1)oly 
for a few Publicans ani ruin others. 

Creating Liberty ; Thoughts for the future rulers of f~uropc, the Masses. By 
Morrison S. Swift. 

·Oonfe1·ence of De:egates on questions concen~ing the Housing of th e Poor. ld. 
\ eale Chifferiel &Co. 

The ca:e for Socialism. By R. H. JI.err. l d. EJinhurgh--The Socialism ex­
plained in this pamphlet se_ems to be of a very Llegenera.tc kind. 

WHY GOVERNJ11EN1' A.'P A .. LL ? By William H . Vall Ornum. 50 cts. U.S.A. 
-This able criticism and analysis of government is nuw rmrning through the 
American Socialist Anarchis t paper Soliclarity . 

INSTEA D OF A BOOK. Dy" a man too busy to write one." Benj . R. Tucker, 
L i ber ty Office, Boston, U . S. A. - The titl e of this book is explained in the 
preface by the fact that it consists of extracts from the paper Liberty. _Of 
course it is an expone11t of Individualist Anarchism, as opposed to Commumst 
Anarchism. There arc m1mbers of points in the book which might be discus- · 
sed at length, and when Olle r eads on page 55 that Mr. Tucker would institute 
tribunals, judges autl. prisons to punish those who attack the property of 
others, one clearly sees the incomp~ibility of An::i.rchism, which means per ­
fect liberty, with private property, which means opp1;ession. 

Phe Reclemption of Labor~ by Caleb Tilley ; Id. London : Twentieth Cent.ury 
P1·ess, Gray's-iun-road.-This is a pamphlet advocating tha adoption of ~1me 
as the basis of excliauge, instead of money. All are to work 10 hours a day 
and receive labor notes for the time they have worked, which they ·will be abl e 
to exchange for the commodities they require. The author does not seem to 
recognise that there are differ ent sorts of work ai1d that 5 minutes of one man's 
time may be worth to the· community days of another man's time. It also 
breaths au~1oritaria11ism 1 inasmuch as the author would compel all sick per­
sons to go to hospitals, all mothers to give up their chihlren wJ1en a year old, 
~o that they may be brought up in barracks, etc . 

.Phe Hmnanitet1'ian , Vol. Ill., N os. 1 and 2. Price 6d. Sw9.n Sonnensch ein & 
Co., Paternoster-square, London, E. C. 

(To be contir11ied.) 

C 0 R R E S P 0 N D E N C E; 
THE SOCIALIST MANIFESTO .. 

To the lidito1· of FREEDOM. 
ir,- In reply to your r equest for criticism on the Anarchist reply to this 

document, I have only to say that if a 1 y thing: it i!s too gently and courteously 
worded, being a r ebuke indeed to the more fa.shiouable party of revolu_tionaries, 
who appear to regard Anarchists as unworthy to associate with respectable 
people . 

As a member of the Hammersmith Socialist_ Soc iety, I reipeat edly protested 
.against this ill-natured and illogical ref@.rence to a nqther school of r eformers, 
saying that if the goYeromentalists had nothing more.fraternal and· gracious to 
ay, it would have been in better taste to omit st1ch reference altogether. 
It is certainly surprising that Socialists should g1) out of their way to repudi­

..ate the doctrines of Ana1·chism, thus provoking re prisals, n.n.y more than others, 
which may differ somewhat from theirs ; especially }.tS many members of their 
own bodies sympathise more or less with Anarchist ideas; indeed, Mr. Burrows 
himself lately admitted that Anarchism was the ijleal towards which all reform­
-ers shou ld strive. 

As to tactics, if the Socialist manifesto means to denounce the violent means 
ome Anarchists advocate, there are also plenty of Socialists who have no faith 

in anything else, while, on the other l1and, many Anarchists consider that peace- _ 
ful methods for bringing about the revolution are to be preferred. · 

EVACUSTES A. PHJPSON. 

Nationalisation of Labor Society, 65, Barbican, E.C. 

"Learner," Rochdale, writes that though he has studied Anarchist literature he -
_is not an Anarchist, and would like to tell u s why, "which wot1ld probably state 
the case for hundreds like mvself of broad views ." We invite him to tell u8. 
If, a s he supposes, his o!J,jections are common to many, our reply-may also be of 
general interest.-Ji~n . · 

ORGANISED LABOR C 0 LUM N. 

selves single-handed. It is only a question of t ime till they are starved h1to 
submission, as long as they allow the capitalist rings to take them piece-meal 
and fight them one by one. · 

Michael Davitt has i1recisely hit the n a il on die .h ead in telling the miners . 
that their success depends on federat ion with the transport service. 'rheir work 
is so bound· up with that of railway m en, <lockers, seamen etc. , that any disturb­
ance in the mining interest can' t help iuterferiug largely with these trades. 
Rut if miners, clockers and railway men made. common cause it would be~a pity 
if t,hey co\1ltl not do something more t han just keep up wa&.es and their right to 
combine. If they could get engineer s, irou worker s, gas -s tokers, et c. to juin, 
t h ey co nlcl pretty well paralyse the whole capita.list system, and d ictate their 
own t erms. If the united action of these trades d id n ot leacl the way to a Social 
Revolu.ti.on that would imt the \~orkers in possession of the means of production, 
their own blindness would be the cause. 

It is amusiug that the Government are bidding for popular favor by a Labor 
clis~mtes' bill, authorising the Board of '!'rade to appoint oftlcial arbi trators, just 
when the miners have decided against arbi tration at all. · The workers are rccog­
l!ising that arbitration on matters of detail is a ll v ery weH, but not where prin­
<..:iples are concerned ; and th e dispute between Labor and Capit~al is Lecoming ' 
yearly more aml more a matter of principle. Who .is to control the means of 
production and therewith the lives of the worker s ? is daily more clearly seen to 
be the q nestion at issue ; and how.are a fe \V gentlemen from the B oard of 'l'rad.e 
t o settle that? ' 

The arrangements whereby the Miners' Federation h ave anived at a general 
understanding about the strike are very inter es ting. On ,being calletl. together 
by the coal-owners and receivi1~g a proposal for a 25 p er cent. r eduction of wages 
the miners' del egat es told the owners that they had no :tuthority to accept any 
r eduction of wages and could n ot deal with t h e matter at....all, but must r efer it 
to all t h e men . Vl e, said Mr. Pick ar d, at once, i n each cli~tri c t, sent out circn-

_lars stating the case . . .. we asked the tlifferem societies to take an individ­
ual ballot at every collieTy. . . . W e used no arguments for or against, we did 
n.)t think it right tha t we should.. . . . All mineFS having been. thus consulted 
and a general agreement reached, the delegates returned with the r esult of the 
owners. 

S_?.".'iug th0 ballot machinery, to ·which capitalist terrorism di·ives them under 
preseu t conditions, this immense body of workers seem to have fJ l)Ontaniously 
evolved the sor t of organisation which we Communist Anarchists arc always 
c9ntcnding to be the rational one for huma n beings desiring to ta,ke common 
action. 

THE PROPAGANDA. 

REPORTS. 
LONDON~ 

.H. Samuels representing Anarchism and Herbert Burrows Social Democracy, 
a lively deba.te took place before a very la ge at1dience at Grafton Hall, July 18. 
J . Murray Macdonald, M.P ., in the chn,ir kept t ime, if not order; but then this 
last lies often some·~vhat beyond the power of the chair. 'l'he debate, as was 
s ated by Samuels at the outseb, was to be confined to principles; methods were 
to be excluded. But as the-discussion grew warm the duelists dropped the but ­
tons from their foils, and thrust up to hilt into each other's methods, ideas, and 
what not. Samuels described the Au!'Lrchist ideal in glowing n,nd accurate terms, 
and Burrows admitted this to be the very highest ideal ever con'ceivec'l by man­
self -sovereignty of u1Ch, workillg harmoniously with all. And, he told us, _§_ome 
m illions of years hence we might hope to approach somewhat near to tl1 is idea.J. 
Meanwhile, we could not escape anyway or anyhow from coeruiou. B:irrow~ 
asked Samuela ridd les, regular poaers, which he said no Anarchist fntLl e1'er yet 
been able to answer, although he had set them every day for the la.st si:~: ot· sernn 
years, and if Samuels could not answ9 r them, then he mu t ad mi~ himself beabcn 
and the cause of Anarchist Communism lo~· t for ever. We all sat tremb !i 11g·, n.ud 
the three great cruxes were put. 'l'he first eludes memory-i t was something 
auout Anarchism and the universe . 'l'he second was, _Did not Auarcl.iiaa1 :incl 
Communism, like Kikenny cats, destroy one ano~ber when bro11ght inLo close 
q-uarters? 'rhe third was, How, under Anarchism, were we goi;ug to run rail­
ways, post offices aud telegraphs without coercion? Great Scott ! 11 0,y i·clie>·eJ 
we were when they cam.e out. Of course Samuels an.ewer.eel t .1cm, aud of conrs 
Burrows said h e didn't, especially the last, which Burrows callecl a, s ice of 
bread and bnbter politics , aithough Samuels p la intively reminded his atlversary 
that h e was neither a pr ophet, nor the son of a proph:.-t , nor yet t he seventh son 
of a seventh son, and so could not accurately state wl1at would be clone under 
circumstances t0tally different to those now existing. Burrows got very hot over 
an imaginary factory, e::;tablishecl 'in the year 12 of the Social ltevolution. 'l'he 
huncl , eel workers in this factory- will have some day a v1.::ry serious dispute, sixty 
wi ll be against forty, and how would the matter b e sett'ed? Burrowrf1hought 
the forty would h ave to move oat, apparently whether th ey were in the wrong· or 
the rio·bt, even under Anar chist Communism. SamE1els asked if there was never 
such!: thing ~s agreement to be arrived at? This had not strue;k Bnrrows before 
evidently . But t hen he pressed that the men vrnre such n.s no Rg:reemen t coulll 
be possib!e between. Samuels admitted that he had cherished the hope t l1at 
most ' men were r easonable creatures, not so JJu:ra :)wS, who thinks that 
though men ··· ay have reason enough. to govern each either it will be <mothe·r mil- _ 
lion of years' before they hav~ wit enollgh to g<ffern themselves . In replying to 

[We shall be gl~cl to ihsert iincler this heading communications ancl .·re1Jorts from, Burrow's question as to how we were going to equalise the powers of productio:i. 
<_, all conirades engagecl in the AnarcMst propaganda amon,r; Trade Unions. J without r ent, taxes and other Social Democratic planks, Samuels fust ly r emarked 

we had not thought much 011 that poii1t; being Oommllnists, w.:: were more cvu-
LoNDON TAILORS' FEDERATION. cernecl abou't the equalising of clistribution.--Vfo regret extremely that Comrar1e 

On Sunday, June 16th, a committee, r epresenting East a nd West Amalgama- Samuels had to protest against son~e too exuberant sympathy, which took the 
.tcd Tailors, Jewish International .Tailors' and Pressers', Mantle makers and- form of interrupting Mr. Burrows, and tam1j;ing· him with his t ·1eosophical belief . 
Jndependent Jewish Tailors' .Unions, met in the Ladies' Tailors' Union Rooms Anatchists should be the first to acknowledge and r espect a man's right to thin~c 
.to form a Federation, fo fight the masters point by p'oint-from sweating to and believe as he pleaS}lS; to interrupt a debate is a very bad form of arguineu t . 
·monopoly-until the workers are strong enough to lock out th e employers once Victm·ia Pctrk.-Suncl~y, July' 2nd, ]arge meeting addressed here in the morn-
·for all and work as free men. · ing, no doubt attracted by the recent an nou .cements in all the papers concern-
·. Comrade Mowbray pointed , out that they must t ackle the sweating question ing the arrest of Cantwell and Young. Speakers, Leggatt and Quin. Man y 
Tight away, but never cease to look further ahead, even while fighting against leaflets distributed. Some opposition from a Christian answered by Leggatt, with 
.the threatened new log which will reduce wages 20 to 30 per cent.-Succeeding whom the opponent wished to - debate the truth of Christianity. Leggatt de-
-speakers dwelt-strongly on the necessity of united action between English wo1:k- clined, saying it was a was~e of time. Quin, however, offered to debate that 
-ers and those of other races working side by side with them in London, and the Anarchy was true Christhnity, as far as the social question was concerned , but 
.11eed to keap in touch with provincial workers in the trade. this was not accepted. The meeting then went against the opposition who mo.v-

THE MINERS' LocK-OUT. eel off. Literature _sold fairly well.-Wed.nesday, July 5th, lnclignn, t.i.on m t> cting 
The quarter-million of miners now out, to protest against a 25 per-cent. r~duc- , on Mile End Waste at 8 p.rn. to protest against the Royal Wedding. Sptiakers, 

iion of wages, are r eally engaged, as the dockers were lately at Hull, in defend- Leggatt, Presberg, Quimi a;nd Re;id. Meeting fair, lasting till very late.-Satur-
-ing their right t o organise against an attempt , hy the" compination of coal-owners day evening, J c1ly' Sth, _m i::eting at E?-~eld. Speakers, Young and Quinn. Meeting 
to break up their organ.is·ation. The excuse of small profits given by the coal- large, but rather hostil e to our · opm10ns at the end, owing to twJ opponents, 
owners for the r eduction is absurd, whilst they are supplying wealthy gas and one_ being drunk.--Sunday, July 9th, Victoria Park, very large meeting a.ddr~ssed 
-railway companies below cost price. They a:re simply attempting, at a conven- by Leggatt for an bom-and-a-ha1£. Mnch interest. The whole E>f the literature 
iently s1ack season, to break the back of the Miners' Federatioi,1, one of the was sold off in abont 5 minut_~s the people asking for more. - Sunclay evening, 
:largest la-bor associations in the world. And the worst is - that even the most July 13th, fair meeting at P oekham Park-road, lasting from 8.30 ti 1 10.30, ad -
:powerful workers' associations have wonderfully little chance to defend them- tLes.;;eJ by i3nnham, Q1tin and Buckridge. Opposition at1swcred.-S nnday even-· -
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ing, Jitly 16th, very large meeting jn Victorj~ Park, spe~kers, Legg~tt, Ba,nh~m 
and Quin, the last ke!'lping on the plaitform ·till he was throw_n off by the pol~ce 
at closing: time. Audience interested. L~terature _sold elrne,edmgly we11!-176 copies 
of 'Weal and Freeclo1n bemo· Bold durmg the two hours address. -The S.D.F. 
station i!J. the vicinity was co~nparative1y deserted. We. had no opposition, the 
audience' agreeing to the principles laid down. - ' We .appeal to comrades .to pay 
us a visit in the East End. It would not be waste of time to come down this way. 
_:_Saturday -evening, ;July ·22nd, meeting at Peckham, addressed by Ban~am _and 
Quin: from 8.30 till10.Q0. Opposition from a small loca.l employer, who mamtamed 
that anybody who by any meaTlS CaU1e to be without the means of life should 
starve to d0.ath.--:Sunday morning, 23rd, Victoria Park, large meeti"g, addressed 
by Quin and Mowbray . :Meeting held well together ti11 the very encl of Mow­
bray's address. · '1Veal and F 1·eedo111, sold w~ll. There were an extra number of 
police .around the me~ting this morning. I counted 5 or 6, ordinarily there are not 
ri1ore tllan 2.-Large meeting at Hoxton Clni:rch. addressed by Turner, ·assisted 
by Primmer. Animated discn'ssion took place afterwards.-The people in the 
,East End here seem ... to sympathise in the objects and methods of Anarchy, 
especially ii;i. V'ctoria Park, anJl this being the c~,se I think that perhaps no other 
part of -London would better r~ay a careful and continued working up than this 

"'- .distriet. What w~ want is l'!, fresh supply of speakers. We should be glacl of 
any assistance.-0. 'l'. Q. 

Finsb'l£1 ·y Park.-Tlie meetings begun in April in .this stronghold of suburb­
anism have l)een continued every week,, with the exceptiqn of one very wet Sun.- -
clay m9rning; the sale of Freedom and · pamphlets has been fair. The material 
side of the movement has but little interest for the tolerably comfortable folk 
"·ho form the bulk of the au diences, and whose chief concern seems to be to en­
sure for themselves as easy circumstances in the next world as they have enjoyed 
in this. Yet, oddly ( or~naturally ~) enough,_ the philosophy of Anarchism seem§ 
to have a most disturbing e_ffect upon both thefr- faith-and. morals. It is like a 
ehiltl hearing thunder ; he does not understand it, bt~t the knewledge that his 
mother· has covered up the looking-glass is sufficient _to · make him tremb.le.. 
He cannot help listening for the next peal, any more than these good park fi·e­
queilters can disguise their enforced interest in our principles. Very valuable 
help: has l)een rendered by J. Presburg and Agnes Henry. -H. C. 

.Regent' s Park.-For. s_ome time past Regent's Par~c has been a busY.:,place 
with all sorts and conditions of speakers. 'rhe Anarclusts have held their own· 
for morning after morning they turn up, wet or dry, debating, speaking; ancl 
selling literature.-San1uels, Turner., Cantwell, Presberg and Reid are the chief 
speakers from the "Common weal' ; ' 'vhile Wess, Agnes Henry; Hyde and Mac­
donald represent "Freedom " ; -and most o~ all active in selling literature and 
~iscussing are to be fo~m<:''. the m embers of the "Torch" group. -'l'hese meet­
rngs under trees ancl rn the open spots of the great city are beneficial to all 
concerned : they strengthen weak orators by gentle introclu:ctions to the plat­

Joi:m, by stimulating a spirit of quiet disussion ; ' this ripens into that of active 
debate, ~ncl soon we see new speakei's mounting the chair in the calmest pos.sib1e 
manner, proclaiming to all the winds that blow the. main principles of Anarchy. 
-Speakers are not born ; but grow petal hy petal rnto-full blown orators and 
so thos~ open_-air meetings are splen~licl trai~1ing ground for young enthusiastic 
Anarclusts;=-Many of our old clnomc enemies have b_een driven right o'ht of the 
~ark ; Teetotal1.ers, advocates of Thrift, Christ~ans and nond~scrip.ts are vanish­
mg Sun_day_ by Sunday ; and 011 -the on.en notlung but Anarchists, Fabians and 
Humamtanans are to be found ; but irnder-the trees, well in the shadow a few 
_rot-hunting Chris_tians can still be found trying to make a noise.-F. 1\1[: 

1Varner-street, Cl<>rkenwell.-Th e Italian propaganda has been very active clue· 
ing th~ pa?t month . .;;;; Ver:r .attentiv~ audiences have peen addressed by Comrades 
Agresti, Prntraroya, Ivf erlrno and .l\falateita. Several of the listeliers who were 
at first opp.osed are no.w convinced of the truth -<?f Anarcltism, and there seems 
to b~ prouuse of effective '\York by tl!e group which has been formed among them. 
HenceJorth the .Italian meetings will he held at · 47, Corporation Row, nP.ar 
Clerkenwell, on Sundays between 6 and 7 p.m.-A. H. · . · 

, Cl~'l·l~en:cell Green.,,,-The meeti11r,s h~l'e .have been carried on s~eadily every 
_ Si.m::t~Y f1 om about I to 10 p. rn. I hey are well attended by a decidedly mixed 

auchence, many of whom attend regularly and seem to be seriously interested in 
what they hear. Although. there has not . yet _been very much discussion, such 
as has. ansen has been scnous an cl sensihle 111 ch aracter. ·The comrades who 
have been speaking P,ere, Tocha.tti, Merlino and A. Henry, would be o·lad of 
m?re assistance. During August parti,cnlarly it is to be hoped that co~nacles 
will make an effo~·t to turn up, as Comr~de A. Heniy will .be out of town and 
Comrade Tochatti spea1\:!'l at other meetmgs as well. It would be a great pity 
that the _propaganda should flag 111 this very promising quarter. · 

/ 

Hycle Park.-July 2nd, good meeting opened by Comrade Sam~eJs, who gave 
an acco~nt o.f the arrest of ~omrades Cai:twell. and Young, the proceedings before 
tl1e magistratf', and the a.ct10n of the P?lme _spies. Cantwell also e:x;plained vd1at 
took place on that occas10n, and ment10necl ·the fact that there were plenty of 
bills posted up without_ the printer's name_ and add1'!€';;;s. Tochatti then addressed 
the meeting and called attention to these petty procecutions which were the 
result of class 11.ntipathies., Those who interpet the law took O'Ood care that an 
expression of their hatred sho:-1ld. stand inste!1d or. administ~ring justice, and 
referr~d to the Wals~ll A~ar~s · s as a case m pomt, and to the presence of 
detectives at all our meetmgs: we had a .good supply to-day. Comrade Barker 
followed, and ~enoun~ec1 some pseudo -.Anarchis~s, who seem to turn up for the 
sole pmJ>ose ?r a.nnoymg the speakei~, rnterruptmg and breaking up the meetings. 
As Barker said, it w~ulcl, he far better for them to keep away if they could not 
support the speakers, w~o have qui~e enougli t? do to keep the Ufeeting together. 
If any so-called Anarchist bas a grievance agamst-another Anarchist it would be 
far better to postpone his denunciations for some more opportune occasion than 
a public meeting. Our principles get dragged in the mud quite e1iouo·h without 
the help of'' fi:iends." Other speakers addr,essed the meetillg. -S1~nclay, ' July 

- 9th, good meetmg addressed .by Barker, Samuels, Toch11tti, Gittens. C)?position 
from a temperance advocate, with the same old tale, also a very good speech 
.from a So01al Democrat, bnt the s~me old arguments; both were ably replied to 
by Barker, Samuels, and Tochatti. -Sunday, July 16th, good meeting held by 

-Comrades Barke}' and R~id. 'l'he lat·ter had a debate with -an individual who is' 
generally to be seen in the park, m~stly making collections, at which game he 
seems to be an .adept. I n,eed hardly say Reid squashed him. Barker was 
asked a lot. of- questions to which he replied at length. Spee.ches· were also 
made bJ: Git~ens .and Presburg, who spoke f9r a considerbl~ time.-Sunday, 
July 23ra, Heid had a large meeting: opposition f:POm ex-n_avy man whichcaused 
som.e amusement i. alsoJrom a -silk-hatted man, -who einphatically declared he 
(Reid) was pr~achmg d~sco:1tent; how. ver, the crowd did not seem very shocked 

.by th1s assert1011, no~· did his respectable appearance seem to have much effect. 
Another good 1:1eetrng ·was opened by a comrade, followed. by Atterbury, who 
u~e~ t~e. redu?t10~ of 2.5 per cent. _in miners' wages as an illustration, wl).ereupon · 
an m:hv:dual mqmred, if he "!'as a miner. Attei:_:bury replied in the negative, he 
then msisted that he (A~terbury~ could not know anything about it. -However, 
Att_erbury used another illustration to oblio·e him. Gittens followed-'with a O'OOd 

best mean . to 'be used. to alt~r the present state of thi~gs was education, · bnt at 
the same time could i~ b~ )llstly asserted that we ' had nn right to use force.? 
Foi:ce could be ~se~ md1vidually as a protective weapon by the victims ~ of .-. 
society. Tochatti said that the on1y remedy our frien.d the Quak~r seemed to 
have was moral force. He called his attention to the fact -that'the environments 
of the worker tb-clay prohibited' the use of moral force, and pointed out the -
impossibility of acting conscientioi1sly. It often happened that any -attempt on 
the part of the worker to do his work honestly, or to speak the truth had the 
immediate effect of his swelling the army of.unemployed; we were the 'creatures . 
of circumstances modified by our innate tendencies, and our rev:olt ao·ainst the 
presen~ sy.stemyas, t~at .with its ~nancial ~windling and brutal competition it 
was grmdrng out the mstmcts of liberty and morality. Our friend the Quaker 
referred to churches as steeple houses which were not in the true sense of the 
·word sacred ; Tochatti quite agreed with him, and said he believed-with Novalis 
that the oniy sacred t~mple w, s the human body, not built by hands; but the 
present. system of soc1eLy trampled and degraded all that was saprerl and .Pl,ll'e. 
The ram brought a large and interesting m·eeting to a close. Good sale of 
literature and papers, · 

WILLIAM ENGLISH, ;' 
(Carmagnole Group, Hammersmith.) 

Peckham:-Dmcing the past month 'we have held regular meetings (with the · 
two _exceptions on ~ccount of weather) at Peckham Park-road on Thursdays and 
Sundays. Speal~ers, Con1rades ~evings, Sull~van, Atterbury, Quin, Buckeridge 
a.nd ~Baul? am, '·the boy Arnnclust,'' as he is usually sty led. Interesting dis-

" cuss1ons_ tollowed most ~f the n:eetings, although at times, at Commercial-road, 
we have had rather a noisy audience. But somehow "the bov Anarchist" O'e- · 
n~rl'.t.lly ~1anages to. tame and -quiet the hostile element in the crowd, a11d e:en 
wrn theu . sympath1es, a feat ·which more experienced comrades lui,ve hitherto 
failed to accomplish.7'l'h~usday, Jun~ 22nd, we had a splendid meeting, the 
P.resence of a mounted policeman drai,vmg an enormous crowd together ·-opposi· 
tion of the following onler : "You mu8' have sonie sort of government ; there · 
alwa:rs_lias been government and there always will be." Comrade Banham, in 
reply.' i:1sta~ced the Russion sect known as " -Doukhobovys," mentioned by M. 
Task_m rn ~is work "La Russie Sectaire," who live as practical Anarchist Oom­
mumsts, without government or masters, and amoug whom crime and poveity 
are unlrnown.~Suncla-¥, July 2nd, at the local S.D.F. meeting, after a comrade 
11ad ;put quest10ns to the lecturer, Comrade Banham -opposed, and the chairman . 
pu.t it to t~e .vote as to whether our comrade should oppose the second time· to 
th1~ we obJected, but a full two-thirds majority voted tl1at our comrade be h~ard 
ag~m. -Monday, JuJy 3, we held, or attempted to hold, a mass meeting on the­
'l'nangle, to prot~st a,gainst the was~e of wealth on "Royal Vermin," whilst 
thousands are bemg slowly clone to death by cverwork and underfeeding. It was 
truly, as the posters had it, "an indignation meeting," only instead of the· 
crowd showing indignation at t'lrn extravagant waste on Royalty they vented it 
on us, and_ on the writer of this report in particular. Comrades Samuels, Ban· 
ham, Levrngs_ and Alsford (of the Deptford Independent Socialist Society) en­
deavore~ to speak, but the mob (which undoubtedly was a:n'.-oJ"ganised one, brougllt 
there with the object of breaking up the meeting) would not listen to them. 
They finally brol~e up the meeting by force, and the writer and Comrade Banham 
were .escorted down Rye-lane-by a howling mob of about 700 respectable Royalist 
~·owdies, who vari ed the performance with shouts of "Down with the Anarch­
ists ! " _and such like. Finally, the matter ended by ·wm. Hart's .. being taken 
to the police station, where a charge was preferred against him by a blackleu 
pai_nter, b.ut as it was .not su~stantiaterl the Inspector on d1:1ty refused to takel 
lrntated, no doubt, at not berng able to charge our comrade, the Inspector in a 
b~llying ancl blackguardly manner, ordered him out of- the station, or, 'as he 
said, he would " kick him b-- well out of it.'' He also informed our corn· 
rade that they did not give "b-- p1:otection '' to Anarchists. Of course not ; 
\Ve nevei: expecteCl as much. We know, and most workingmen begin to recognise­
the fact, t~iat the police exist not for our protection but solely in the interests. 
of the master-class. Managing to avoid the Inspector's boot our comrade got 
into the street 51gain~ to find that the mob had dispersed. Nothing daunted, 

~ we are still pegging away, and intend to keep at it, thoroughly convinced that 
eve11 these bigotted Royalists will yet be brought to see the truths of Anarchism. 
We have a lot more to report, only a1'.e afraid we have already trespassed too 
much on your s·pace.-W. H. _ 

[-r'** Enfield and provincial 'i'epoi'ts h eld over for want of space.] 

NOTICES. 

LONDO·N_:. 

OJ?en-air meetings: Sundays, 11.30 a.m;, in Hyde and· Regent's and Finsbury 
Parks, and at Mile End v.,r aste, 1Censal Green, and Peckham Park-road ;. ' 

· 3.40 p.m., Hycle Park; 5 p.m., Clerkenwell Green; 7 p.m., Mile End Waste. 
Saturdays, 8 p .m., Hyde Parle ·-

The Commonweal Group meets every Tuesday, 8. 30 p. m., ·at Grafton HaU, 55t 
Grafton-street, Tottenham-court-road, W. 

Grafton Hall.-Public meeting, on August lOth, 8 p. m.: R~l.ease of the threa 
Chicago Anarchists. t _ 

Peckham .. -Open-air meetings: Sundays, 11.30 a.m.,,and Thursdays, 8 p.m., at 
corner of Peckham Park-road (opposite the Gas Works), Old 'Kent-road; Satur· 
clays, 8 p. m., eorner of Commercial-road (near Old Kent -road Station. ) 

Pnov1NaEs-
Annital Anarchist .Gathering.-We would remind all comrades that the usual 

August BalJ_k Holiday gathering of Lancashire, Y orkshir'e and Midland A11arch· 
ists will take place this year at Monsal Dale (near Buxton). Trips are run from 
most towns on the Midland Railway at low fares. All Socialists are invit~d. 
Any furqier informi;ition required can be obtained from the Sheffield AnarcJnst 
Group, 63, Blonk-street, Sheffield. · 
Brigh.ton.-Op~n-air meetings : on the Front, weekday eventngs at 7; on tlie 

Level, Sunday ~fternoons, at 3. _ 
Sheifielcl.-Meetings are held Sundays, at the Monolith, 11.30 a.m.; at West 

Bar Pump, 8 p. m. _ 
Norwich.-CommID;ist Anarchist literature may be obtained of A. D. Moore~ 

24, Rose-yard,/ St. AugusJtine~s 1 Norwich. 

NICOLL FUND. 

/ . RECEIVED FROM JuL y lst TO JULY 31st :-

B k 2 F P 1. t 3s Lei· •'ester Comrades,. 8s .• ~ M., 2s. 9d. ,· Gutzko\V, a er, s. · . ope is , . ; v _ 

ls.; Sheffield Comrades.! 6s. M. Galbraith, 
19, Con9,erton-road,. S.E. speech, ~hen Barker. He }iad so~ne oppu:ition from a Quakei', ~ho spoke in a 

;ery gmet e~rnest manner, and_ said in his opinion the best means that could be 
us~d was moral force, that religin was ~11 humbug, and that it was the ·g1;ea,test 
-e:nl w~ .had to c-ontend with, ten times worse thaf! the dri11k question; re- ' Printed and published bf C. M. Wilson, 61, St. Augustine's-road, Qamden-town, 
~pectabihty alrn was a _ great curse, he thought. Barker replying. said that the · · I,ondon, N. W. · · 


