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'THE COAL WAR. 

No ENGLISH' strike has been more significant than the coal war now 
raging. As we write, the action of the Northern French and Belgian ·· 
miners is as yet doubtful, but the fact · that they should threaten a 
strike in conjunction with the ininers of Great Britain is one of the 
most noteworthy events the Labor war has yet seen. It brings the possi­
bility of the direct, voluntary, international action of the workers against 
capitalist. tyranny from the region of theory down to the very threshold 
of '.' practical politics." ' · 

What -is to be the end? Are we one step ·nearer Freedom, or will 
the present industrial upheaval prove, as some declare of all such occa­
sions, merely a disappointing retrogression ? The answer lies with the 
miners ; lies hidden with-and we fear to a large extent from-those 
who are mainly unconscious guar,dians- of the secret. Yet there. is hope. A 

It would seem impossible to suppose that among such a body as the 
locked-out miners there are none who recognise the potentialities of the 
situation, and though they may yet be few, we may be sure they will 
not be idle or over modest, but will let their light shine on their less 
perceptive brethren. 

The outline facts of the case are tolerably well known. Two hundred 
thousand coal-miners have deliberately ceased to earn anything rather 
than consent, at the dictation of the coal-owners, to lower their present 
standard of comfort, by earning less than they now do for the same 
amount of_work. There has been some quibbling over the exact terms 
of the propos'ed reduction, but· it seems tolerably certain that the 
amount first mentioned was 25 per cent. off present wages, and that its 
calculation upon the increase since 1888 was an afterthought. These 
little evasions on the part of Employers' Federations, by the way, are 
becoming quite a usual feature of such disputes ; but let that pass. 
The fact remains that, whether against a reduction of 25 or 17 ! per 
cent., the men are still :fighting, after two months' idleness and conse­
quent privation. 

Nor have the locked-out miners everywhere starved resignedly, after 
the old dumb, helpless fashion of the strikf)rS of the past. They have 
been guilty, here and there, of assailing the sacred rights of property, by 
helping themselves to such food as could be got from standing crops,· 
and imperiously demanding aid from well-to~do travellers on the roads. 
Mo"reover, they have held tumultuous assemblies, and marched in bands 
from village to village, trying to enlist public sympathy amongst their 
fellow workers. ·And finally, several collieries have been wrecked. At 
the risk of untold misery to themselves from hopeless loss of employ­
ment, they have kad the resolution to strike the capitalist foe in his 
only tender place, the pocket, and by destroying workings and plant 
mulcted him to the tune of some hundreds of thousands of pounds. 
An .heroic policy whi_ch, whatever wretchedness it . may entail on the 
workers who have hitherto earned ~heir wretched subs!stenee by toiling 
at the destroyed pits, is certainly the only way to make capitalists 
hesitate about provoking strikes for the purpose of ruining trades 
unions. 
. Of course, such active resistance on the part of the miners to the 
capit~lists' attempt to starve thepi into abject suqpiission has been re­
plied to by the mine monopolists by calling in the aid of their agent, 
!he Government. Large bodies of police ana troops have been drafted . 
mto the disturbed districts. " If you don't choose tO starve like rats 
in a hole, we will shoot you for a -change," · say the masters ; and at 
1'eatherstone, near Pontefract; two millers have been shot: murdered 
by their sweated soldier-brothers, at the instance of the Plutocracy and 
the Liberal Govei·nment ! 

course the worker at. large does not yet know it. But he is learning ib 
thanks to Socialist. and especially Anarchist Socialist teaching, and will 
learn yet more from his ever-increasing burden of toil and poverty. As -
he learns bis lesson, slowly, painfully, one letter at a time, -each acq_ui­
sition of knowledg~ gives him a fresh right c~nd powe1· to question tl;ie· 
authority of his masters over his life. For it is nothing less than that. 
Not so much an hour, not so many hours a day, but-Who shall con­
trol industry an<:\ dispose of its products, those who work; or those who 
shirk? 

We do not hope too much from strikes. They are, as a rule, too 
local or too personal ; too narrow in their issues to be of , much lasting 
service; even whe11: they succeed ; and when they fail they are apt to 
produce despair. But there are not wanting signs that the strike, bar­
barous as many trade unionists declare it to be, is yet a perfectible 
weapon. There is an element of hopefulness in the fact that strikers 
are n~t so ready as formerly to a'Ccept defeat composedly. The struggle 
is too intense, the stake too serious, for the old much-vaunted "perfect 
good-humour on both sides.,; and it lli no longer a question of · which 
side will first tire of the game, but of which must give in to avei·t class­
destruction. 

Theintroductionof violence into these disputes (begun, it is almost need­
less to say, by the capitalists and their tools, the governments) can only 
be productive of good. It will teach strikers and locked-outs that it is 
not as men, but as liands, that they are appraised by their masters, and 
in this way relieve them of some of the blind respect for property and 
position that now hampers their progress; while those who only look 
on ~ill see to what lengths capitalism and power will go in defence ot 
class-privileges, and may even come to recognise in property and autho­
rity the twin foes of humanity, the curses that must be swept away H 
the destruction of the race is to be averted. · 

This is probably seditious. Well, something pungent is needed to 
clear men's vision when those who profess to sympathise with the 
miners are advising them to carry on this struggle without any disturh­
ance to the comfort of the community. For. this~ what is involved in 
the advice, so freely tendered them, to absta.iu from disorder, to condemn 
violence, and to open to work all the pits they ccm, so that nobody may 
go shory of coal. We have neither right nor desire to dictate to the 
miner~, but we do wish that they may see and spurn the folly of weak­
ening themselves by attempting to please those who are thus directi_ng 
them to certain failure. What if commerce be demoralised? It always 
is and always will be s.o ~ong as it continues to be based upon immorality. 
The experience of Leeds, Paris, Southampton; East London.and count­
less other places proves that success attends a strike in direct . propor­
tion to the disturbance of the daily life and occupations of -the commu­
nity_; and the_ H~oner workers in different industries recognise that thefr 
interests depend upon each other, and not at all upon masters, the 
better for all. . ~ · 

Meanwhile, what is to be the end ? Is this the Revolution-the 
gathering of forces for a final struggle ? Hardly that, but it marks an 

)mportant stage in our war of emancipation. Liberal Governments 
may send out their forces with bullets capable of pierciD;g 35 inches _of 
elm, warranted to kill at a mile, but the Revolution will thereby be 
accelerated, not dtlayed. Eyery act of governmental violence, every 
attempt to refasten the fetters that starvation has loosened,

1 
will give 

tenfold effect to th.e efforts of propagandists, and recoil upon those who 
would stifle the ne,v, SWE}et, abundant life now upspringing. " The 
Kingdom of Heaven cometh not,with observation/' yet it is at hand­
waiting only to be won. 

Therefore, Ren_iern.ber !eatherstone ! 

ANARCHIST REPLY 
TO THE 

Some kind hearts are asking whether the amount of property 
destroyed, was sufficient to warrant this slaughter, either in reyenge or 
for the protectiop. of other property; others, a little more advanced, 
a.re aski~g whether cmy _property is wor:th s;ich consideration; a ques-

. t10~ which only the Anarchist Communist has the right to put forward 
seriously, and on which no authoritative pronouncement is at the mo­
ment likely to be acceptable on either side. But meanwhile reserve -
stocks of coal, got in at the ordinary prices; have "advanced in value" 
50 per cent., _ and ~he miners have not received an extra halfpenny in 
wages; so why should the masters doubt that economics and morals are 

JfANIFESTO OF THE JOIN'.1.1 OOJ1fJ1!1TTEE OF SOCIALIST 
BODIES (LONDON).* 

PART II. 
AT this point the reader may ask, what is all this quarrel about ? Why 
are there Communist Anarchists at all? What is their object? Why 
can they not unite with the Social Democrats to fight the common on their side ? - · 

- ~ow, what do these gigantic strikes and lock-outs mean? As we 
pomted out in_.. the case of Hull this year, they mean that the manage­
ment ot the world's business is in the wrong hands.• These capitalists, 
le~al owners (i.e., withholders from others) of all that can niake life 

· enJoyable 'or indeed rational, who can .sway any government, however 
powerful, .whether Tory _or Liberal, to do their ·biddin-g, have by govern­
mental aid protected their own supposed -~nterests to such purpo8e , 
that the worker has now no ,interest save in their destruction. Of 

/ 

enemy, the capitalist ? Our answer is as follows :- ' 
1.--We ag1·ee with Social Democmts upon the necessity of doing away 

with the ccipitalist system. Many Social Democrats, however, have now 
thrown this objeqt ipto the back::gi;ound, arid are" chiefly busy in advo­
cating c~nstitutional reforms and other pa-lliati-ves, old and new. But : 

-*:for PartJ. see Freedon~ for .July. The Joi~t Committee as' above has D.6 
practi'cally ceased to, exist. The manifesto to which ours is a reply was its first 
and last eff 01~t L · 

._ 

/ 

\ . -



FREEDOM. October, 1893. 

Belfast Trades U:nip::n - 2._c_ We. disctg'ree with tneni altogether as to the necess#y o{gµv~·!fl!lPlfftt .. 
and the_adva.ntages of parliamentctry action. Social D.~o.c·r-ats-- conten<l -
that demo~r~lic g~-yernme11_t is nqt on~y.. a:psolutely n-ep.essa:r~?· ~ut highly Tl!_E mo~t nota~~~ ~e~ture of th~ Congress, from · o~r point of ~ew, , ~as 
beneficial. We ~:R.a:rchists contend .that all govetn111~nts>are 'harmful '·yhe p~smg of:ftt:i-•armendment, mtroqu~e<l by James Macdonald, .QLthe 
and· OP.Ii~~ssiv-e, ·.a-pd 1~pa~,Po raqi~,111~hang~ F~r th~ '.be~t~r can f/?ssibly London,. TailQ,rs, in fa pr of the uationalfaation -of the land arid the 

-be achieved untd all go:v.~m.nmellt and coerctve, 1aggress1ve force. 1~ 9,~ne -means of ,production and distribution·. " -· ··: 
away wtth. . - . hr'" . -By ~o ?oing~ the .'Frad.@~ Ull:'on Congr~ss has practically pledged i~self 
~.-We agree ori the necessity of tfie' ~oc.ial J1evolir,tion. 'f!!is; ~ltoweve~1 ~o So~1~hsm, ~P.~ if co:qgre~~-s. are at all rrepresentative of tlie opin¥~ms 

hol<ls.-good only of the ra:n-k and frle1of-.-the, Social DemQcfra:ts, -not, of · ~ ~ill~d woI.:~yie~ an~ womep of the P.~tions, then SocialistS m~y feel 
course; Qt the lea.ders,-nor of the Fabia~s. But - · · that this section of workers have taken one decided theoret~cal step 

4,-We disagree in the view we 'respectively take of the futiw~ society. on_ward. · . 
0 The latter point may seem of ne importance. ·.!fh_e questiqn as to what 'or four years Macdonald has striven to have this resolution carried 
the future soCiety shall be may be deemed premature. Yet it is not antl- his su~cess in obtaining a substantial vote of 137 to 97 is significant 
sq,; . .for wheth.er the revolution be benefiqfoJ ._ol' harmful depends on o~ the rapid. advance of Socialistic ideas. Nor is that all ; John Burns, 
whether the men who are foremost in the r~volutiona:ry struggle have a M.J>.,· thought fit to. second the amendment in a stror,g speech, and so 
right ·or a wrong idea of the changes-to brfog about. we may at last consider him to be moving with the tide of labo~. O!l~~ 

,_J~.~w~ Social Democrats contend that the first step in a period of i:evo- mo~e, although we must still deplore his unhappy a~t~t11de towards 
lt1tionary agitatjon ;must · b~ ,t9 elept a new~ goyernment, which will have strikes and r~evolt§.. 
t.J carry on the expropriation .of the c:;ipitalists and .the 1:eorganisation , . ~ortunately, the ~eat cause of--the people does not depend upon in­
o.f i11dastr.y. vVe, op the,contrary, .contend that the JLeople must effect d1vidual~, .however f~n~ly some of our eontemporar'y ·egoists .9,ream to 
tbe.-eX'l_Jropriation themselves, aq.d not wait for. the laws and.regulations sh~ph~;md i~ ;- a~d this is_ keenly felt by those who have the disc_ern~g 
of any _government :Wha.te.v~r ; ,nl'!-y, ele~t '11.Q gov.ernm~n.t,. as any g0 ver.n- e1e. .an~ hsteml!g ear tQ catch th~ side lights and sound~ qf a Congress 
n])ent co~ld only be a stumbling blo.Qk to the revolution and the forma- hke that o~ B~lfas~. . · 
tipi+ .qf new and better s~cia.l r~Ji\.tions. · ~4,e .official . ~outn,\e is much the same year by year. Parliamentary-

.Social Democrats prqpose tl!~t the in.struments of pr_oduction should Com.mit~e~s are for~ed; resolutions in favor of parli!lmentary,measures 
be declared national property and handed over~to the management of ~n~ 1 P!l-l'.1nef]. by sweepi_ng rnaj0rities. The trades uni0ns ha.v~ march~d· 
the national GGvernµie:qt; that tli~ latter should issue iregulations -0 r ~rom ul~ra conservati~m to_the near neighbourhood of Social-Demeer~y 

"p irh::i.ps send rq~md: it§ 0~p of?.eial~ to Qrgarnise,tr.ades,.fix hoµrs of'labor, inia periq(l ,gf. ten ye~1;es alo_ng the path ' cle~.red b:y political :ra?ie~lis~. 
w+ges, terms qf ~:x:a4a.qg~etc ,- ;_~H1 fact, that Government, central and lee.al, But th~ p:ffie1al act19n still lags far behmd thnt congress \qthm t'Be 
should become ;th~ ljlpi:_ers~l ~mpfoyer o~ lab?r, 1the. workeFs iemaining <(Q.I!grtii;;s, to ,be. fou:p.d-where: de!egate$_,~onverse tog~ther and, speak £reel-f 
wfl.ge-sia.v:es ~ lD.efor£1, 5tit ~~g~.-slaves with higher wages, .. shorter hours, Wilthou:t restra1p~, as.they s.1t over their coffee and h.eer: · 
.m,ore s_;:imtar.y worl.rshops, ~nd . so_ on. . . . . - . W.e ar~ n:rnr~ .:g1t~rested 111 what we hear thus direct from the dele-

-~Ve An?-rchists say that nq goverI).ment of mortal men is fit for such g~~es '}Vhen th~y are themselves, than .when in .fruitless attempts ~ to be. 
a .task, ; that shotild .a. go¥ernment, however democratic, be allowed :to eJoq~eI!t t4~y rndulge 'in heroics, and pose to their constituents ; speaik 
'Q!ndertake it,- it would wi1lld sp_ immense a power over the Jives and ~p the -people rather than to,tlfem. · ~­
l)b~rties of the people as to make theIJl pra.etically slaves. Indeed the : We m:q~t regr~t that the voice of Anarchism was not heard :mere 
wor~ei:s have more chance to hold their own against their disassociated fz:equently, but, with the exception of Comrade Mowbray, we were 
~ita~ist enw~oy:~ws ~p-d~y "tha.n the,Y would against a 'gigan~ic fede.ra- ~ntir~ll 'Q~represen,ted; and ~his being ,his first English congress, Mow· 

- tum of ~mpJoy~ng: Gprporat1011~,( s~cb. as a e.entraLdemocratic govJ:)rnment, _ Qr,a.y '\yisely_pr~ferred to study the tendency of the· Congress rather than 
with its subQrdin~~~ loc~l authorities. ~France and America to-day endang~r lps position as a trade unionist by hasty conclusiGns. More­
show a fair exaP1p;le ,©£ tli,e ~.rofess.ien.a.l politieian . ~der a democracy. ~yer, he was,;not awar~ that am~Bdrnend~ must .be notified s~ weeks 
The elected, patd r~presentat1v.e p.oses and promises, humbugs or buys heforeh~~<!, .and so he was handicapped m speaking on several impo;rt­
tqevote1·qn P}~ys ~nr.sc~!;!_pulo~slytotP,egallery to retain his· pay and place· ai+t qt!est10ps. 
''the g.allery "Y.eing either the majq~i~y, as expressed in its. prejuclice~ Anarch.is_ts migh~ c~nsider th~ policy of entering bol~ly,intG Unions 
and narrowest rnterests, or of the . no~s.1est section of it. for the time be- . and ~xer:cismg their mfluence right and left; go to Congresses where 
ing, which happens to. (\lnjoy a temporary predominance. - The- official possib$ a'9-d carry the propaganda into the hear:tof,therlabor·movement. 
?'clmi~istrat?r, high o~· low, d?es li~ewi$e~ ~~truggling, in ·addition, to-keep Mowbray'~exa~ple, we :Feel sure. migh:t .be fo!lowed with great_ad~antage. 
:J.P. qffice, or to curry fayor ;witQ. h1s s-q.periors, or to g~in preferment as The-iUIUO:Q:S are.b~~ed ppon .An~rchieal lrnes, ,why should we le~ them 
Jjlie cas:e 'm~}' be, l;>y ererla_sting intrigue, ,favoritism, ,@,ribery and s~b- b~ -fpGled by potdi.uuters and journalists? TP,ey ar:enaturatlywith us; 
~~i:;yien9y. The political atmosphere: in these two gr.eat •republics is 80 perha~s we unnaturally neglect. them .. If we had a few m@re_ r~pr~­
fotJl that the best merr keep out qf it •altogether. 1Fut the enormous- ~ent~t~~s next year,. the educat10n ·obtamed would be useful to us m 
a(\gjtio11f1.l po~ers ~f economic admi:pistricition into : the hands of these preparl,Ilg·for the International1meeting in 1896, w4en it is to be hoped 
p~!d ~~lit,ician~, al} cl officially , m~ke ' th~m _in their." qorporate capacity A:n:;ir:chists wi~l rn~lrn a deeided and lasting ·stand - agafost ~~rxist 
ji.}1.,e umr~,ers~l employer:s~of lab.er i:J.P? .p1str1but.G>rs · of the produce, and o.ppr~ssior.i. -
p;o.elrehve-9heck-s ev,er mven.ted w1Jl 1·s.ave from .slavery the peeple-de- :It.is a pity,-~I:at Unionists should accept too much luxurious hospit· 
p~n,dmg on ·th.em fq~ · eqipl9y~en,P .. and daily , br,e~d.. ;Under Soeial ah~y £.roll!-_ their nahJral enemies, . ca;pitalists, municipalities an'd ·non-

_,.~emocra.cy, · ~he · mo.st ··p_redq.rp.i~ant cQmmon interest ' of the . majority 'Qn.:t;on;Ists. . . -
~~ul~ be th.eir narrqwly selfis4 iQ.ote~st a~ ·consumez.-s; ·as-produeers 9.r - Why-~,Qt be:l>.0ld, tt;ncomprmpising,digni:fiedasworkerssho.uld,whoare 
distr.ibuto.i;f3 .the people ~q~ld 'be ~pht up mto sections and aa.ainst the · th~. only people in the ;world entitlecito digni&y?· But when you find•n?n· 
_s,pecial intere~ts. .of each t 'pade or business.woN.h:tpr.ess the· co~~on inte- :t1;~1p~ ~r3:mway co,:np,anies pr.oft~rfag free-tickets, and miUion,airesgivmg 
_i;est o! all the r~st 'of the p,opul~tion to get all they could out 0 f ea.eh section - · :r.w1;ucs, is · th~re pot room for alarm in th:e ranks of those wh(i) q.en,y 
·-P~-~h~"'wo:~ers for as litt~eais po~s~ble. L_et,woDkmen judge how ·much free- t.heJil§~lve~ in o~d~t to subscFibe -funds, to send ra delegate-to Congressi! 
d~ i!" their wm:k a~d in disposing ?f ~ts 1:esults they are' likely to enjoy ~?ler:ance ·II\ay q~ QI)ly ,;mother form of Hypocrisy ; ·and your. enemies 
with the represent:ttives of ~h~ maJority as their employers. As was will only laugp .wp.;m tl}ey s.ee wha_t a toy the ,Trades - Uni()n Ccmgress 
re~e.ntly pornte.~ out ?Y i~ §ocialDe.mocr:at,* the:i;:ewill beat Ieasfras ·strong . way lm. :rµade. . ' 
a ·need for fig~b1fgumon~toprotecttr_-ad-e:iinterestsunde_rSoeiaJ1DemC>cracy . . . J;f y0.u 3tr~ ~or a :SqeiaJ Revolution; act as :ft,ev.olliti0nists, not as weak· 

r~s und~rcapa.t~l~sm. Is it.worth wh~e to s~ruggle through the dangerous lmgs. Have the co_ur~ge of manhood and refuse all capitalist patronage 
~n;d_pamful <:qs1.s qf ai. soc1~hevolut10n to maagurate-another era of even . !#'• g:r,a;tliljt.oµ~ J~~uJj;. : - , , · 1 -

· lJlitig;ited wage-~lavery, d1v~rsifie,d .. by labor ~ars ~nd party intrigues? _., _- There are ipJiajt~ .. possibiHties for Trades. Ui:iion Congresses on either 
/ ~ We Commumst 4-na](e,];nsts·. 1beJ1eve. not. -Therefore we suO'gest as .~id,e. :. th~¥ .:may J:>~9ome 0rg:;ms @f, the ceming Revelutiqn or may grow 

'fihe fir.~t ~t~p o.f-.the Social Rev~lution, tha~ the ·people shcrnlcf.by Pheir m.it,o playthmgs, for. the R,ev0lution to cut its te.eth.upon. 
. :o~n, d1rect .act10n :ta~e .possession of the : mstruments of produ_ction, '"'. If~~p~ inte.grity. oF · d,~legates iR s~pped by. ·compromise ; if honor and 

.. every worker a~d soc1_ety of -~orkeFs .of su~h things as they need in· th~ir d1gnit¥, are-lo~t: by cr~;ngirig fi unkyism ; if the 0ongres~ is to be the one 
- . _.qwn .branch ofJabor. .When we say "take possession·" :we do· not mean rp.ap · ~fiai~, t4e· "· 11\fl.n with . ~fie Red Tape " :would · have it~ · you 

that any worker or group o~ w~rkers _should claim th~s~- things as ~l;ieir wo~·ke!S 4a~ better-keep your pence in your pockets and look upon the 
:ab~olute. property, as a cap1tahst er .a landlord :now claims plant ·and _Congress with horror arnd dread; it can only. bring you· woe. , 
soil as his own, so that. h~ c::;in, w~tJmut)ifti~g a finge.r· himself, exact What w~s the J3e1fa~t Con.gr.ess, then·? Ten days outing .for Trades 
,toll from .all who ?S~ them. We piean thap the. workers_ sho'iild refuse delegat~s . ; . ~me ~e§ol_ut10n in favor 0f Socialism; .another i:i: favor of 
to ~ecogmse the. r.1ght Of a:Q.y human· being to hold any such absolute - eq"Qa~ ;1gh~s of men :;i.nd women ;rall the rest, parliamentary m charac· 
property at all ;_Jnft that those who are using-farms 

1
Qr factories, ~ines . . ter, .wor;s~ thap useless to the ~orker. _ _ - . . 

_ -or workshops shaU insiHt upon' having the fi·ee ·use of ~h~m and of. all If del~gatei:) w011:l~ _0nly re~~inber ~h~y rep~es~n~ their. respective 
t~ey pro~uce there .. ~ake t~emselves, in a woi;d, their own employers trad~s, 11.ot the P.ohtical or rehg1ous opmi_ons of mdw1duals, much.would 
with a view to orgam~mg. their ?'!n !-a,~or as they like, and~ arran in' l;>e 4<;>pe Q~1 Ffa~tJ~aJ ~ah)e to . .the cause of labor. . , . , 
for the fr~e ~~chang~ of i_ts fpmts· with the produc-ers . of other. t'J;i,i~ 8 ~ .Anarch1s.~s must .re~emher the)'.' :1re far from blameles~ _1f they-stand 

-thus abohshmg_ t~e wag~ system a~d· t1'e· em.ploying class altqgether ~ ?£~d.e, . ~1;15s.in~, _ :the.ir id_eals of n.ob1hty, rathel' than placm~ t~em~lves 
, - _(To bf}· concluded.) · - · l;Il a pos1t1on wnere. _th~H· ex~mple may be: follow.:ed _and their mfluence 

- I. 
I' • ' ' felt. • 

• < ==;:~- ==- ::;_;:_. =. :;:_ :: __ ;::;: ... =.=.=.:::::::;;::. = .·,· Q~e ~~~.<Uo /J;rad~: .U.nions·. · Stai:id upen ;;yo~,:nitr!nsie w~rth.; be 
'l!~i~ 'W <{~kman:.s ·<?· t~~,_tjou,, ;~. w..zm .lf,e d! .PP~r. ... ~ Vt~. ~dlt,on:· 2d. . .n_o, ~ -l~c~ J:~. ~o s~M:i1jtv,: t,. o-.gov.ernmen.t~,· look ~to .. strikes and revolts ;r -hold 
Criri_i~§ of GOV'f_~n1n:.,ep,_ts. , 2~<i~d:!tfoJ:i. :2d. - . , - . . - ~ ' . ;J> 

:Review -of-Eu_ropean- 'SoCiety. ·;.J>ost free • i's 6d ~- · " · -·· · · · jr.Qu~AJ,_qll.gt~~s, hutr lo9k to tac,tics.; of•: J-OUF' ,own . r,afrher tha.n. t~ 
· J. Sketefi..ley -twl~o:1e~~~and -r&t1iiht 52~ ·s·aJthouse--l;me, H~il. , .. th~ ,9Jq: !~i~cill~-~l.as&. · polit~cs; ,l.\\ork in se.ctions,_like.-the B1titish,,As'.'uc1

• 

-~ti,q1f.8Jp.q l\:{e~i~.lanJd Sci~npe Congresses; read paperiand disctiss-.them. 
°Y,Qu.~ CQpglJ~~S·Ji~._~t prese:Flt (!~nsbitn.ted: is. as chm18y; as i.t ~oµId:.~e. 

FAUSET ]\{ACDOM:i\LD. 

- 7' 

/ 
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'A:N -KNALYS:fS oF Gov:ER.NoR. ~ALTGELn's :P:rn:PiiLET. 
.. _ (Concluded.) ·· . -

Tki1·'d Reason·. The ·evidence brought ~forward does not estab!isli any 
connection Uet\lveen: the unknown thrower of the bomb /and the eight 
A1i'archists prosecmtetl. , . 
· Ih tl'i.e first place; the " seditious _and violent "language " u~ed by t,he 

prisoners was onJy gathered an<:l selected ~11om ai·ticles appearing at i.n­
tervals during yeafifin two small papers, having a ~ompa.ratively small 
circulation, and from speeches ·at a few meetings held at intervalS, some 
very scantily attended; and these words were written or ~poken durj.ng 
times of general ~popular excitement; wlien a section of the population 
iJelieved-they had suffered grievous wrong, and consequently large num­
bers were- expr~ss'i.:i_ig themselves strongly. 

In the second ·place, the conduct of the police, Pinkertons and legal 
authorities haa oeen such as to enrage the workers past endurance and 
lead th·em to beliE3ve ~hat they could expect no redress by applying to 
the law. ' · 

.For -insta:lic\3, ' when tlie Harmonica Asimciation of Joiners held a 
pe.weable meeting in Turner Hall to meet the delegates of the employ­
ers, fifteen or twenty policemen suddenly burst into the hall, a club in 
one hand and a revolver in the other, shouting, "Get out of h~re, you 
damned sons of bitcjies," and began beating the people and firing t~eir 
revolvers. One young man was shot dead, and when the terrified people 
·fm;hed from the hall, they found the stairs lined with police,: " who ap­
plied the~r clubs to them as they paS\Sed, seemingly with all the 
violence practicable under the circumstances.'~ "These general facts," 
su.ya Judge M'cAli, tei·, before whom this case was brought, ''were estab­
lished by an overwhelming mass of t'3stimony," and he proceeds to lay 
tlo v'vh tb'e fo:w t'llat the p'olice were in this case crlrriinal rioters breaking 
in upon a lawful assembly. · 

But the police paid no attention to Judge McAlister'.s decision. · In 
1885, some Pinkertons were hooted by the people as they marched to 
McCormack's Reaper factory, where there was a strike against a reduc­
tion of wages. Thereupon the Pinkertons fired upon the crowd, fatally 
wounding several innocent passers by. Four Pinkertons were indicted 

·tor murder by tl1e grand jury, "but the prosecu£_ing officers apparently 
tnok no interest in the case; and allowed it to be continued a number 
M times, until the witnesses were worn out, and in the end the mur-
derers ~vent free." , 

'fhe same yen.i· there was a tramcar_ strike, a~d the po1ice under Cap­
tain BJnfi-:llcf were told off to protect the black.legs running the cars, 
whereupon they took occasion to arrest and seriously injure with their 
clubs a number of men who had nothing. at all to. do with the strike, 
and even some of the Tram Companies servants who-were repairing tha 
permanent way. Their conduct was so outrageo-us that even the notor- . 
fous Oa.ptain Schaak of the Chicago police speaks of it as " brutal ang 
uncalleJ for," and 1000 leadmg citizens liv~ng in Madison-stre~t, w1ieFe 
~he bludgeoning took place, signed a petition to the Mayor and City 
Douncif, praying for Bonfield's dismissal ; ''but on account of his poli­
tical influence he was retained." 

" Various attempt§. were made to b:dng to justice the men who wore the 
~niform q_f the law while violating it, but all to no avail ; the laboriQ.g 
people found the prisons always open to receive theµi, but the courts 
or justice practically closed to them ;. the p:r:_osecuting officers vied with 
eaah other in hunting them down, but were deaf to their appeals." In 
18·86, there- were more la:bor disturbances, particularly at McCormick's 
factory, and " under the leadership of Captain Bonfield the brutalities 
of the previous year were even exceeded." 
: During,..the Eight-hour agitation,-" a number of laboring men, stand­
ing, not on the street, but on a vacant lot, were quietly discussing_ the 
situation, when suddenly a large body of polic~, under ~orders from 
Bonfield, ~harged on them, and began to club £hem. Some of the m~n, 
angered at the tmprovoked assault, at first resisted, but were soon dis­
J>er'..Sed. Some of' tlie police fired on the me_n while ' they were 1·unning,­
~ild wounded a large .number w~o were already 100 feet or more away. 
At least four· of the .n'uinher so shot down died, and for this wanton 
an~ unprovoked mur-der there was not so mi-foh as an jnvestigation."· 
· It was when Bonfield and his forces were p~epariug for another mur­
derous attack upon a peaceful meeting that the famous Hay~arket 

· hJtnb was thrown, arid all the above facts go to suggest, saysGovernor 
Alt_geld, that this- bomb was thrown as an act of personal revenge, for 
~vh1ch "Captain Bonfiel,d is the mwn who i-s really respon$.ible/' 

'rurning next to the evidence brought forward at the trial, Altgeld 
sa.!s that much . of it was ."a ·pure fabrication." " Some of the pro­
mment police officials, jn their zeal, not only terrorised ignorant m3n 

_by throwing them into prison and threatening them with tO'rture if they 
refused to swear to anything desired, but offered 1~wney and empwyment 
to those who would consent to do this. ~urther, they delioe1·aiely 
p'lanned to kave foititious conspfracies f oimd, in order that they mignt g~t 
the glory·of discovering them." . - ~ · 

In illustration. ofthese charges against ~h~ police, Altgeld qu0tes·the 
Chicago Daily News, which published an interview with Captain E'ber:. 
sold, chief of the Chicago police in 1886, in whicli he plainly' stat,e~ 
that when he had wished!to quiet ·~hings_ down after the Haymarket 
~eeting, ScJ:i.aak had propos,ed to sena out mew to ai;gan~e .:A.rnq,rchist 
sqcietieg-/ - Also the affidavits of' two men wiio ·refusedl'"'to be.witnesses. 

-. -~th of-these-were· imp!is~'.ned and crueliy bull'i.e·d. 0-tle degcribe~~now· 
his house was sear~hea ' 3Jt night, his little clifldfen' dtaggetl-qut"·of Md, 
_he himself "kicked, clubbed,· be~ten: and ·s.cratched," ·and his wife in-- · 
"sulted-all to induce him to testify facts of which he had 110 knowledge~ 

- · JJ'oir,rth R~as~n. ,4gainst ~ eebe nq case ·even as: to tlre utterance oJ. 
- "seditious i~n%unge ·" was made out"; · wnil~again~· ~ielden the accu-

sations· of the poli~e as to his words and use of a revgTve(at the Hay­
market meeting·wete not~believed by even tpe Public Prosecutoi· Grinnell 
~nd-J ~<lge Uary himself.~_ · - , - - / · . _: ; 

.. Fifth.Reason.~. Th.e-charr-ges --made aga-inst Judge Gary ~eem, sa.ys 
G:@Xi<er.i\l.or; Altgeld~ . ·"~ t& ·be t:!a§tai:ned by the record of ·the trial and.: the 
paper·:1Jefdhhife.1

·
1---:-'1:1iifei e"chafges ~nnlifd'e cohd'iictfog the tr~al with a 

~'malicious ferocj~_y "- ":ortby. of J udge-Jefireys, forciJ?-g the eight .m~n 
to pe tri~d tegether instead of• separately; allo-\.~ing the prosecl!lt!on a 
latitude denied to the defendants· in ·the-cross·-examination of witnesses, 
ruling iiivariah1y in fa:vour. bf t1ie·prosecution·, and so forth. Even j;hi_s 

·year <1-aty· has shown his oitter prej'udice by pub~ishing1in the Gentu . y 
Magazine for April an . article " fulf of venom ·" against the in en he 
hanged or impris.oned. 

Yet, in face of such refisons as these, the ca·pitafo,-t-classes of America, 
as represented by their press, have -the shamelessness to openly ciy out -
upon the absolute pardon granted, on tlre 26th June last; to the sur- -
vivers of the judicial murder of Nov. 11, 1887. · · -

Our Glasgo~ comrades are b~:i ·ging o_i;i.t ::i- ne~v (~he f_ourth) edition of . '"l'~e 
,Speeclie·s of tile Cliica;g·o ·Mai-tyr~;" :enrarged by _th"e ~ aMition of Altgel~'s pam.-

. p.lilet i '?i ex tenso. Prfoe 6d. This book will be a.s va'uable a piece of propagaq~ 
dist literature as we have in the movement ; every Ana~chist should push it. 
Address orders to this or Co1n1nonweal o'ffice, or to J; S. Anderson, 92, Canning­
street, Glasgow-. 

The Zu.:rich An..a:rchist Con.fe:re:n.ce. 

THE . Co:nferenpe held by; the .Anarchist and :Independent Socialists 
expelled from the Marxist Congress was attended by Congress delegates 
of alm0st all n:aitio-narlities, a.nd by its harmony and eatnestness con­
trasted favorably with the other assembly. The meetrngs were held in 
the Plattenhaus, in the evening, Augu::st 10- 13. The first questio'{l. 
discussed was whether Anarchist and Revolutionray Socialistscould wdrk 
together, and after aa animated debate, in which Werner, and Landau­
er (Berlin), Gumplowitz and Kahne (Zurich), Watts and Cleeve·s 
(S.D.F.), Mowbray and Roland (London Anarchists), Gilles (W.C.P.~. 
London), Nieuwenhuis and Cornelisson (Holland), Mada.me Collard 
(Paris) and others took part, it was unanimously agreed that all whe> 
agree that the workers must strive to abolish the capitalist system by 
all means, legal and illegal, peaceful and violent, ean work together to 
that e~d. Nieuwenhuis, in his speech, commented on the folly of the 
official Social D.em6cratic party, in withdeawing its hand from the left, 
whife almost always ready to hold it out to the right. 

· The second subject on the agenda was May Day. The proletariat 
all over E.ufope, said Kahne (Zuric:eh}, have taken up the proposal of 
the Paris Marxist Congress of 1889 in an actively ravolu.tianary sense 
its authors little anticipated, and now for the last two years the official 
Social Democratic party in Germany have been doing all they ca:Q to 
eheck the revolutionary action of the masses. Tlle First of May rightly 
imder;:,tood, said Molinari (Italy), should be the begin-ning of a gen-eral 
strike. 

The Conference next passed . on to consider the labor movement, 
especially with.reference to the general strike. The strike of the future, 
said Landauer (Berlin), will be suc-cessful only when the workers come 
out resdl1Jed not to starve. Strikes, attempts at labor organisation, 
partial ·agitation·s, all- that we oall tihe labor movement to-day is !·evo­
lutionary education, a:nd it is our busin.eRs to rub its le.:>sons in; trade 
unions are the germs of a S~cialist society, and a gene,ral strike woUld ­
-begin a social revolution. Gumplowitz (Zurich), th6ngh agteeing-'Ylth 
the above, would li:iy more str~ss on co-0pEn·~tive socie,,ties, ~mch as nqw 
ex·isi:I in Belgium. They rende't capita.list empfoyei·s ·shperfluoui:i·; whil~ 
stti:kes·, even partial ories; are ' eliminating the;smallm· fry of 'capital­
ism. When seif"·employing ·eo~operative socie'tJies, traide societies and 
such like voluntary workmen's 01£gaits-ations have brought the greater 
part of eCQT!Omlc pOW0'r into the fia1ids -Of the WorketS,-then will be the 
time for the ge11eraJ strike.~Mdst of the meeting agreed wi~h Landau-
er's point Gf. :view. . . ' . .. . - .. 

Oll. ·tb:e· Wa qu.estion_Nieuwenhuis .brought forward his proposal for 
a general strike of all private1! and workers connected with t!fe army 
and transport service on. a declara.t:i:on of War, . wbieh was rejected by 
the jingo and political element at ]he other Congress. - The .Anarchist 
Confer.ence! ag;i:·eed to ititeart:l:ly. _ · . ...,. 

Landauer next ,proposed a resolution against the use of parliamentary 
action. as a means even of ,propaganda, on account of its corrupting in­
flrience:...:..-Most · of the ·meeting agreed-with him, but se\·en revolutionary 
Soci"alists preferred _a i'esolueion .. by Gilles, which, while advocating the 
destrttction of parlfament as a ma-re bcrnrg.e~is instrument of oppression, 
'·' antagonistic by its' whol'e nature Lo the Socialist idea of freedom," 
left, while it does exfst,. its use a~ a means of exposing present evils to 
be decided_by 'CircumstanceFi: 

Finally, the following was unanimously adopted : " To rouse- the 
r-evolutionary spirit in the la'b'or· orga11isations and actions of the prole-· 
tatarfo,t ; -to-develop as much as possiqle the independence of the ind~­
vid"ual ; td p-C>int ou~ to _the workers the ' useles~ness of parliamentary 
polities-this is· what . we ~derstand by revolutionary propaganda.'' 

· 'fhus <?losed the Zurich Independent Oongress. It received ,telegrams 
and messages of sympathy from the French delegati~n . of ~he other 
Congiess; : from the Anar~?ists arrd ·revolutio:~ary·Socfalists of .Vienna, 
Fra:n.k,fort; lH>-chst,.-.a · group c>f Cotri.mti·h~:r-d -exiles a:t' Geneva, etc; ,.._ 

A:. crowdetl nieethrg (jf .pfotes·t against the outrageous e~pulsion from 
the orthodox co~gress- was Mld on the 8th August in Zurich; like meet.: 
ings took place in Berlin, Vi,enna, Pi-ague, J?aril:!, etc. : _ 
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the neigbourhood where horses continually stumbled and fell,-proposed 
to remedy .these evils with his own hands. After du~ warning that he 
would do so, Nunn began levelling the road, and had succeeded in mak­
i.q.g his mark on it before law and authority stepped in to hinder him. 
Needless to say that the guardians of the people, who paid no attention 
to demands for the good of the community, were very spry in prosecut­
ing the man, who wished to benefit his fellow-men -thus practically, and 
Nunn was accordingly " bound over " to refrain. from teaching B~ards 
of Guardians their work, and threatened with extreme -penalty if-. ·he 
tried it on again. N unn's lesson sh01,,1ld make a deep impression on all 
Socialists. If we want a thing done well we should do it ourselves, is 
an old adage and a very true one. -

Fi:toM AN IRISH PoINT oF Vrnw. 
Priests, Protestant and Catholic, have succeeded in making the un­

thinkir~g rriuddle-heads in Ireland imagine they smell brimstone when- , 
ever Socialism is mentioned, yet the notion that if the workers hope to 
better their condition they must., .. stick close together has, it seems, ~t 
last entered even the dullest trade unionist in that country. Pete 
Qurran's proposal, at the Belfast Congress, for the federation of trades, 
that recent 'J:?ugbear of trades unionism, was received with a;stonishing 
unanimity, as were other equally socialistic motions, in spite of the 
howls of the staunch Orapge Protestants, who bellowed like Bulls of 
Bashan when they thought a Socialist was spea~ing. 

NOTES. ' AFTER THE . CONGRESS, 

.AFTER SEVEN YEARS. 
Seven years this month since Freedom was started ;- three years since 

the occasional supplement became regular, permanently enlarging, the 
p~wer. -Now, as we enter upon our eighth year of existence, we are 
again confronted with the neqessity for further enlargement. As.fr~sh 
groups spring up in London and all over the country, and ex1stmg 
groups beqome more and mere energetic in their propaganda,_ the _5!hron­
icle of their doings and sayings 15ecomes more and m9re important and 
interesting. Every month want of space forces us to omit useful theo­
retical articles or criticisms of current events; every month we are 
reluctantly obliged to shorten, leave out or hold over important reports. 
The difficulty, of course, is want of funds. It is only-,by the utmost 
efforts that we ·are able to keep the paper going at its present size. 
During the past year the regular circhlation of the paper has gone up 
~bout 700. The present issue varies from 2250 to 300.0, according . to , 
circumstances, i.e., whether there are special demonstrations, etc., going 
on. Here is a i·ough summary of the outgoings and incomings for J-une 
last, when we printed 2250 :-. 

REC.EIPTS. 
- ../3 s. d. 

Papers sQld: 
2055 ; value, £5 5s. 4d. 

Cash received 
Outstanding accounts 
Donations 
Deficit made- up by Freedom 

Group 

3 8 6 
1 16 10 
1 0 1 

3 0 - 5 

£9 5 10 

EXPENSES. 

Composing 
Printing and paper 
Postage and carriage 
Office rent ( 4 weeks) ... 
Sundries and Office expenses 

_Jg s. d 
4 10 4 
2 9 0 
1 1 7 

18 0 
6 11 

£9 5 10 

This may be taken as a fair average for the smaller issue. This issue, 
however, runs us very clos~, as it leaves under 200 extra copies for ex­
changes, free list, reserve and special calls, and some months we are 
sold out altogether. The last three .months we have printed 2500 
copies_. _,,. Besides the regul_ar deficit we have to advance money 
against the_ outstanding accounts, as we make it a rule, even at the cost 
of -being late in the month, to pay a~l the expenses of one iss~e before we 
publish the next. We only manage this by the help of comrades who 
work for the benefit of the paper and give it their earnings, and by 
drawing on the pamphlet fund, which latter, of course, hampers us in 
publishing pamphlets. You see, comraqes, that -it is uphill work, and 
why we beg you -to pay c.ash month by month for papers received. 
More than half our subscribers do this, or we could not get on at all ;­
but we -need more help' badly. We appeal to all comrades who think 
Freedo1n useful to 'aid it by-

·1st, Ende·wouring to increase the circul.ation ; 
2nd; Paying promptly; . 

_ 3rd, If they can, helping to meet the inevitable monthly deficit. 
I' , 

JfRANCIS ADAMS-AGED 31. 
It is with much regret we note the-death of_ this young poet, who 

1,lsed his great· gifts to voice the wrongs and sufferings of the dumb mas~ 
ses ap pver the world. No more slashing indictments of what is called · 
ciYjJ,isation have been penned this century than those to be found among 
his ',' ·~ongs of the Arm~7 of the Night.,'' a little shilling volum,e, which 
shov.ld be one of the books of every Anarchist. England's foreign and 
Irish policy, her phi:tras.aical colo.q.isation that deba~es what it touches, . 
h,er art_. rooted in r:ottenne·ss, her virtuous . women reared among' hideous 
prostitution, all are pilforied here. The pity is that our poets :pow can 
find no themes but such as these to touch our hearts. Under kinder 
conditions, .what fair and pleasarl_t things Adams might have sung for us! 

A . PR4-dl'IC~L MAN. i . 

: He1:ry Nunn, a black~r;nith of Coggeshall, having vainly Qalled ' the 
attent10n of loc,al authorities, Board of Guardians-etc. to the dangerous 
condition of some deserted dw~llings that threatened to 'fall on 1the 
heads of passers by, .and to the steepness of a certain part of a road in 

Although the Church and State party merely howled and did not _ 
eject the Socialists from the Congress with bodily violence, yet Ziirich 
manners were fully displayed by them on the Sunday following when 
some Socialists held a meeting at the Custom House. The meeting wa. 
broken up and a determined attack made on the speakers, who were 
jammed against a wall, and but for police interference would ha-ve fared 
very badly. The pious Orange bullies then held a counter meeting, at 
which they denounced all trades-union Socialists now in Belfast; they 
are to be damned with the Nationalists. It is surprising what a num­
ber of ~npleasant idio~s there are still in the world. 

THE HOME RULE BILL, 

The lordly p1llars of pride and prejudice have acted as y.ras expected 
· of them, and in full accord?-nce with tradition. Although the wiseacres 
who pretended to represent the people had whittled Gladstone's little 
Irish bill almost to nothingness, the little that was left was speedily 
reje?ted by the "Upper House." To the Irish peasants, sick with hope 
deferred, ~tarveg both in body and ·mind, this has fallen as a cruel blow, 
for +,hey hav.e not yet realised how impossible it is .. to regenerate a 
country by Act of Parliament, or how ·powerless political leaders are, 
however honest they may be, to carry out schemes of reform, even on paper. 
We should almost despair of a country where such vei:.omous creatures · 
aB Belfast Orangemen are bred, hybrids that neither Scotland 11or Ire­
land will own, did we not_ know that the new ideas are growing surely 
though slowly among the real Irish and that such questions as national 
education, the claims of t~e Jme;_nployed and the right of freethought 
are qQ.ietly ousting the old narrow theme of mere nationalism. 

A USEFUL LESSON. 

"The Zurich Congress," writes a correspondent, ':is an object lesson 
which, we feel sure, will hl).ve good results for Anarchism, since it makes 
it clear to the most superficial observer that authority in it~ latest (and 
as· we believe its last) . guise of majority rule is the same mischievous 
and corrupting agent that it has ever been in all its earlier forms. 
D,espotic. emperors are overthrown and replaced by a republic, and many 
hope for great things. But the ' great things ' neve't come, and the 
p_eople, in their disappointment WQncler to see the old despotisms rise 
again, strong as ever. The cry is then raised thap the Pepublic must 
be replaced by a Social Democracy,_ in which authority is to play its old 
part. We are to take a step forward, but we are to carry with us the 
fetters which have ,bound us in-the past. What those fetters are likely 
to be the Zurich Cong1~ess helps to teach us. We ask all to consider 
this truly vital question. Are not these Bebels and Singers and the 
i•est as bad as the Bismarcks and Constans ? Fancy these worthies 

-holding executive power in "a government of the people, by the people, 
for th'e people," as the Il1ocker .. y runs. Here ~s another reason, if one 

. were needed, why tlre workers, and indeed all honest people, should 
study the .Anarchis~ positi_on."' 

C _O R R E S P 0 N D E N C E. 
MR. OLIVIER EXPLAINS AND PROTESTS. 

,J 

To the Editor of FREEDO~L -
Dear Comrade,-! notice in Freedom, for $ept. that you deplore s-ome suppo~etl 

inconsistency of principle in a motion ma_<ie ·by me (not by Bonnier) in the Zunch 
International Congress. I h ave always held it to be a principle of the first importance 
for the conduct of business in public conferences that·a resoihtioIJ-~once voted on 
shoulc1 not be again proposed for submission to the vote. Had I, or any one 
else with any notion of order, been in the chair, Nieuwenhuis and Volcl.ers 
would have been ruled out of order at once, and an hour of empty wrangling 
saved. Consistently with that principle I did what I wuld, by mov.ing ~hat the 
Congress should pass to the order of the clay : which it -fo1~thwit:q,,dec;1.tled, almost 
unanimously, to do. No , other principle was il'ivolved: I protested equally 
strongly, but without effect, against the equa.lly disorderly admission ofa "pro· 

1 tocol, '' whereby the German paTty presumed (out of pure benevolen~e) to -~ec~ara 
the meaning of a Resolution acloptfild by the Congress at a previous 31ttu~g. 
You have suffered in this small matter, ~s y6u hav~ in resp 0 ct to your qt~ite 
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-partial aiid mi;ieading _account of the expulsion ·of the ((Independents," from mists to forethought and frugality, when we know th~t mere savh~.g .in 
the imperfectionsoi' the press•reports of the Congress. - Yours &c. itself brings in nothing, 80 lo_ng as the .pence saved are not used to ex-

SYDNEY OLIVIER:. ploit the famishing ? 
[.M:r. Olivier's explanation is an excellent example of the stultifying influence Take a shoemaker, for instance. Grant that his work is well paid, 

-of red tapism on a man of liberal views. Because in a general way it is undoubt- d h b d · t f t · t ( l' h 
, edly advisable that the business of a conference should be discussed and dismissed that he has plenty, of custom, an t at Y m o ·s ric ruga ity e 
point by point, the official mind erects tltis useful business habit into "a prin- contrives to lay by from eighteen pence to two shilli~gs a day, perhaps 
ciple of first importance," and applies this precept of the narrower expediency £2 a month. 
to s_trengthen the h,ands of a tyrannical faction, who are warring by trickery and Grant that our shoemaker is never ill, that he does not half. starve 

:-mistepresentation against what really is a vital principle of all rational human. himself, in spite of h_is passion for economy; that he does _not marry or 
-association, ii: co~gresses ~nd elsewhere, i.e., freedom of opinion and speech~ · f 
Surely when Justice and fau-play are at stake mere questions of business routine -that he has no children; that he does n<_?t die o consumption ; suppose 
sink into a secondary place. It is just because some English dE)legates failed to anything and ·everything you please! . , 

· 11pprec~a~e thi~ that they '".er~ made the catspaw of the _wirep~lltng clique. As Well, at the age of fifty he will not have scraped together £800 ; and. 
_Mi·. Olivier, with characteristic candour, admits, when his "prmciple of the first he will not have enough to live on during his old age, when he is past 
importance " suited the Marxist game it carried the Congress (i. e., the subserv:- · f d B t 
ient or hoodwinked majority) with ft; and :when it pulled the other way.it was ·work. Assuredly this is not how great ortunes are ma e. u sup-
" without effect." pose our shoep:1aker, as soon as he has laid by a few pence, thriftily ' 

As to his criticism of our article; we can only say that 6Ur information was conveys them to the savings-bank, and that the savings-bank lends 
· taken from a careful analysis and comparison of the reports of the 7 or 8 English them to the capitalist who is just about to "employ labor "- i .e., to 
and German papers which g~ve the fullest account of the proceedings, co!Tectecl / explo.it the poor. Then our shoemaker takes an apprentice, the child 

, and supplemented by the wnt1 en and verbal reports of our own-delegate· if Mr. 
·Olivier can convince us that our fac ts are inaccurate we shall be haN)y_t; correct of some poor wretch who will think himself lucky if in five years time 
them. - En.] his son has learned the trade and is able' to earn his living. 

ANOTHER FABIAN EXP LAN AT ION. 

G. Bernard Shaw writes, in a private letter to the Editor, from which with bis 
permission, we quote the following :- " The ·difficulty the Anarchists ~re in at 
such conferences is that they encounter not .only the hostile vote of the Social · 
Democrat;s, but also the vote of those who, like the English Trade Unionists see 
that they fnust accept the decision of each national section on its own cr~den-

. tials. Th as, if a, German credential is reported against by the Germans the 
English cannot pretend to know any better, esp'ecially as they would fiO'ht fi~rce­

;Jy if the Germans interfered in the question of the British credentials. There 
were plenty of Anarchists in th~ Dutch a:id French sections; but nobody pro­
posed to exclude them when their credentials were passed by their own people.' 

[But, Mr. Shaw, "the :5.ual decision as to disputed credentials was, as a matter 
· of fact, referred to ~he_ whole Congress. If the ~ritish delegates objected to this 
mode of procedure rn itself, they should have said so, and refrained from taking 
part in t he matter on either side. - Eu. J 

Meanwhile our shoemaker does not lose by him, and if trade is brisk 
he soon takes a second, and then a third appi;;-entice. By-and-by he 
will take two or three journeymen-poor wretches, thankful to receive 
half-a-crown a day for work that is worth five shillings, and if our shoe-· 
maker i;:; "in luck," that , is to say, if he is keen enough and mean 
enough, his journeymen and apprentices will bring him in nearly £1 a 
day, over and above the product of his own toil. He can then enlarge 
his business. He will gradually becorrie- rich, and no -longer have any 
need .to stint himself in -the necessaries of life. He will leave a snug 
little fortune to his son. 

That is what people call" being economical and having frugal, tem­
perate habits." At bottom it. is nothing more nor less than gri:g.ding 
the face of the poor, 

Commerce seems an exception to this rule. ''Such a man," we are 
told, " buys tea in Uhina, brings it to France and r_eali,ses a profit of 
thirty per cent. on his original outlay. He has exploited nobody." 

T-1-1.E 
-CONQUEST OF 

Nevertheless, the case is analogous. If our mt'rchant had carried 
his bales on -his back well and good ! In early medieval times that BREAD , was exactly how foreign trade was conducted, and so no one reached 

• such giddy heights of fortune as in our days. Very few and very hardly 
earned were the gold coins which the medieval merchant gained from 
a long and dangerous voyage. It was less the love of money than the 

By PETER KROPOTKINE. 

CHAP'rER IV.-EXPROPRIATION. thirst of travel and adventure that inspired his undertakings. 
II. Now-a-days the method is simpler . A merchant who has some capi-

THE landlord owes his r iches to the poverty of the peasants and the tal need not stir from his desk to become wealthy. He telegraphs to an 
wealth of the capitalist comes from the same source. ' agent telling him to buy a hundred tons of tea, he freights a ship l\nd 

Take the case of a citizen of the middle class, who somehow or other in a rew weeks, in three months, if it is a sailing ship, the vessel brings 
finds himself in possession of £20,000. He could, of course, spend his him his cargo. He does not even take the risks of the voyage, for his 
money ~t the rate of £2,000 a year, a mere bagatelle in these days of tea and his vessel are insured, and if he has expended four thousand 
fantastic, senseless luxury. But then he would have nothing left at pounds he will receive more than five thousand; that is to say, if he 
the en~ of ten years. So, being a " practical person," he prefers to has not attempted to speculat3 in some novel commodities, in which 
keep his fortune intact, and win for himself a snug little annual income case he 1'.'uns a chance of either doubling his fortune or losing it alto-
.as well. gether. 

That is very easy in our society, for the good reason that the towns Now, hoW"' could he find men. wining to cross the sea, to travel to-
"3,nd villages swarm with workers who have not· the wherewithal to China ::i,nd back, i{o endure hardship and slavish toil and to risk their 
live for-a month, or even a fortnight. So our worthy citizen starts a lives for a miserable pittance? How could he find dock-laborers will­
factory,: the ?a~~ks hasten to lend him another £.20,000, especially if he ing to load and unload, his ships for "starvation wages?" How? 
has a reputation for "business ability"; and with this round sum he Because they are needy and starving. Go to the sea-ports,' visit the 
can command the Jabor of five hundred hanas. cook-shops and taverns on the quays, and look at these men who have 

If all the men and women in the country-~ide had their daily bread corY.e to hire themselves crowding round the dock-gates, which they 
,sure and their daily needs already satisfied, who would work for our besiege from early ,,dawn, hoping to be allowed to work on the vessels. 
capitalist, or be willing to manufacture for· him, at a wage of haWa- Look at these sailoi-s, happy to be hired for a long voyage, ·after weeks 
-crown a clay, commodities selling in the market for a crown or even more? and months of waiti~g. All their ljves long they have goi~e down to 

Un~app~ly-we know it all too well-the poor quarters of our towns the sea in ships, and they will sail in others still, until the day, when 
and tlie !1e1ghbouring villages are full gf needy wretches, whose child- they perish in the waves. -
ren clamour for bread. So befo ·e th f t - · ll fi . h d h Enter their cabins, look at their wives and c .. hildren in rags, liv-ing 

, r e ac ory is we ms e t e k h 'll l f h ' l · 1 h 
workers hasten to ofter themselves. Where a hundred are requi;ed a - one -nows not o:v ti t rn _at er s return, anc you w1l ave the 
thousand besiege the doors, and· from the time hil3 mill is started the - a1~lsl· wer t~dthet.qhuesti_oi;. fMullltf1plyt examlples, choosellthehm hwhere_ ~ou 
owner, if he is not more than commonly stupid, . will clear £ 40 a ear wi , cons~ er e or1gm o a or unes, arge or sma , ~ et er ar1smg 
out of each mill-hand he employs. . Y Ol~t of commerce, finance, ~anufactures , or ~he land. Everywhere you 

He is thus able to lay by a sn a l'ttl f t d 'f h h will find that the wealth of the wealthy spnngs from the poverty of the . ~ u5 i e or une, an i · e c ooses a · A A h' · d f · h d f k 
lucrative trade and if he llas "btisi'ness t 1 t " h 'll . . h' · poor. n narc ISt society nee •not ear t ea vent o an un nown 
. , a en s, , e w1 mcrease is R 1 1 'ld h ld I t · ttl · 't 'd t If , b . f 
mcome by doubling the number of the inen he exploits. , l_ot 1sc u ~t okwou . shee s:: fo se ef in his ml: sf . d ev~ry milemh er ?JI 

- - _tHe commmu y now& t at a ter a ff\V ours o pro uctive to .e wi 
. So he becomes a personage ·of importance. He can affoi·d to give have a right to all the pleasures that civilisation procures, and to those 
dm:i~rs t0_ ot~er personages, to the local magna tes, the civic, legal, and deeper sources of enjoyment which art and science offer to all who seek 
political d1g~1taries. With his money he can "marry money," by-and- _them, he will not sell !1is strength for ·a stai:·vation wage. No one will 
by he may pick and choose places for his children, and later on perhaps - volunteer to work for the enrichment of your Rothschild. H is golden 
get somethi~g good from the government-a contract for the army or guineas will be only ~o m!lny pieces of metal- useful for va1·ious pnr-
fo~ the pohce. His gold breeds gold ; till at last. a war, or even a poses, but incapable of breeding more. , 
rumour of war,. or a speculation on the Stock Exchange, 'o;ivies· him his 
great opportumty. · · 5 

Nine-tent~~ of the huge f?rtu~es mad~ iri tpe United States are (as 
Henry George has shown ~n his " Social Problems:') the result of 
knavery on a large sc~le, assisted by .the State. In Europe nine-tenths 
-0£ .t~e fortunes made m our JY-Ionarchies and Republics have the sanie 
-orig117 .. There are not two ways of becoming a millionaire. 

This is the secret of wealth ; find the starving and destitute; pay -
them half-a-crown, _ and make them pr9duce ten shillings worth in ' the 
day, an:ass a fort1:1ne by these mean~, . and then increase it by some 
lucky lut, made with the help of the State~ 

Need we go on to sp~ak of small fortunes -attributed by the econo-

Jn answering the above objection ,h have ~t the same time indicated 
the scope of Expropriatio~. It 1:°-ust extend to all that permits any one, 
no matter whom-financier, mJ,11-owner, or landlord-t o appropriat.e 
the product of othe1s' toil. Our formula is simple and comprehensive. 

We do !lot want to rob .any one of his coat, but we wish to give to 
the workers all t~os~ things theJack of which makes them fall an ea...~y 
prey to the exploiter, and we will do our utmost that none shall lack 
aught, that not <i, singlo g.ian shall be forced to sell the strength of his , 
right arm,to obtain a bare subsistence for himself and his.babes. ·That. 
is what we mean when we talk of Expropriation ; that will be our duty 
during the Revolution, for whose _coming we look, not two hundred , 
years hence, b~i.t soon, very soon. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO "FREEDOM:' OCtober, , l893 . 

--"'-
( rJ'ontiYiiuecl.") ' ' . 

(7.) "Lo·cal'·Govemrli~nt! . ~ . ·. The ihiportftrit point is that .. no 
local_ authority ~pjidinte~ tu mahage common property s~ould 
have any right OV~r private pr()perty'. If au~ ?Wner~ of private 
property fohires ' . : . . the property of anot~er person, as 
for example by allowi~.g his Sewage· t~ ~:£Ye.et the SOI~ of Huch p~r­
son, he. must be restramed by the action of the ord~nary courts. 
Such acts .. . . . must not be made an excuse for con­
fo;_i11ding the rights of private ownet·s in managing ·their owri 
property and the rights of public authorities_ in mana~i~g com­
mon property. · . . . - On3r P':iblic property-which must 
onlfbe cwqufrea in the sarne 13quitable rnanner asp1·ivate p1·operty, 
by;.y ift 01· by sale'-the managers appointed by the public _must 
have full authority; over private property they must · have no 
authority." . , . 

Het·e we seem to have on~ rule proposed fbr No. 1-that !s, for His 
Almighty Majesty; the pi·ivate owner-and a precisely opposite rule-for 
Nos. 12, 100 or· 1000, who own property in qommon . . Govemm_ent by 

. thei1- o.wn sm·vah ts, for people who_jojntly "own'" property. · Their pro- . 
perty is to be under the 3tUthority of the ."managers appointed;by the 
public." For .the pi-ivate proprietor, on the other hand, no' govern1.uent 
at all, · least of all the authority of his. servants-the bailiffs, agents, 
wh;:i,t not-appointed _by hitn to manage his property. Of course I shall 
be told that it is neces$ary to oe practixal, and not quibble at apparent 
discrepanciEs: for liow c01ilil private property be properly managed ex­
cept by the inclividual,: part of whose workin~ individuality his goods 
i:tre supposed to be ? althoµgh when the prop~rty part of a man'::; work­
fog individuality is veiy big it becomes somehow needful. to ~1ave otl~~r 
individuals, diseonnected with the goods, to do the managmg as {lien· 
wills do not direct. Yet, contrariwise, how could public property be 
managed by the _actual i-ndivid uals owning 'it jointly? They are too 
inany, and there is 'a w_ill and' a right of ownership ~ to every man-jack 
of them; they must have proxies, -fewer ih number, to represent 'them; 
that is, to act independently of any one .. of them m· ·of any minO'rity of 
t.hem. So we .see 'that :erivate ownirig mean:;; despotiSJ.'!l unalloyed, 
while common owning ·means mob-rule so far as it is not officialism, 
rrnd officialism so far as .it is not mob rule. 

But, to me, the significant point in the paragraph --a:bout Local 
.Governlllent is that parent-hesiS- which 'l have above italicised. Quite 
by the way, nir. Herbei't -divulges his iaeaOf what constitut~s al). equit­
n..bl~ title to property and its pi·ivileges; and the ethical dusk in which 
th-e property-r,.idden mind habitually moves becomes once more evident. 
The root question which· underlies the whole position is negged-nay, 

...,._ .I"' - ............ ~ 

acquirespr~p,e:i;ty bJ'pm;chase is the. profit;mon~er, tli~ . ~er~E}~~j:, ,tlie, . 
~a~ w40 ~xtorts 'mO'l'e than he yields. Will Mr. Herbert eall him_ 
~qmtab!e · .~?O- ~ 0!-course this i~ -what the property owper·-ha~itually 
~pd de~pot!cally.does-, as regards th~ property:l~ss .; the~r.-esult beingthe 
~teady mcrea.se Ill the number of ·drstre·ssed c1t1zens,-· slde·by side with. 
the_· incr~ase i;n the ~total 've~lt~ of the community. Strangethat~qu1ty= 

- should yield suc'h qbee.r ·statistics. · 
As tegards gift, the distribt.tiOn of goods or of op.portunities effected. 

· by gift may in single instances be either apparently;. equitable or obVi- · 
ousl,Y the reverse; the chahces beirrg each time hundr~4s to one against., 
eqmty. ·For. all de~ends on tlie _de~ree ?f disinterestedjmpartiality, as . 
well ~s on the degree of· human imnght mto actual needs -posse.ssed .by· 
the giver. But to call gift as gift "equitable/' with no regard to the, 
giver's title .to what he gives or the recipient's need 0f what he receives .. 
is to dogmatically impose the whole principle of ownership ; and is from 
a social and moral point of view once more preposterous, -I even ven-­
ture to repudiate any compromises under the name of · " relative 
justic~." For you cannot have a relatively just application of a:· radicallv-
u,njust principle. · 

Lastly: Administmtion of Justice. In this paragraph Mr. Herbert.-
foretells · · 

"an immens'e simplific~tion of the civil- and criminal code . ,_ 
. . in criminal cases by the sweeping away of the many offences 
with whic_!l it ha.s been the modern tashion to fill the statute, 
book. The State would recognise its moral i:Qcompetence -to 
deal With vice Or folly, OF to protect human beings against t~ein­
selves ; and all the odious punishments connected with Educa-­
tion A_cts, or Factory Acts, with Acts intended to repress betting, 
g3:mblmg, drinking, and other unlovely ha~its would disappear· 

Some much less brutal and less stupid form of pun­
ishment . for slight offences than imprisonment would b&t 
employed:" 

Wit~ ~his Anarchist8 have no fault to find, as far as it goes.- .Ohly­
of course we would go very much futther, and> . disbelievi~g wholly in 
the st.'.'1'tute bo~k as servi~g any good purpose a~ all, or in the utility of 
"pumshment as such, we would try the effect 6f complete freedom from 
publicregulation for everybody, leaving individuals tosettletheirowndis-­
put~s priv~tely; andforbiddingnoindividuals or groups of friends to pro­
tect themselves or ohe another, in cases of aggre~sion,aseachshould think 
best. For no two persons and no .two cases of offence. are ever suffici­
ently alike for a like mode of action to be fair in each i~stance. 

(To - be conclu,ded.) 
· L. S. B. 

No Rent. 
' stolen off-hand in·that parenthesis; and on we go as if nothing· had 
happened. "Private property is" then, _in existing society, acquired FREDERIC G<;>ULDlNG, . of Stratfor~, has been h~ving some exciting­
,. in an e_quitable manner"? Ye crowns and periwigs! And this equit- experie~ces. Goulding, who loves to .call himse1f "the Stratford .A.1h­
-aple manner is "by gift and sale." _ (Note. that in these last worus it· i£· archist," has a rooted objection to the payment of rent; and did actliatly 
o_nce more ihe will of His Almighty Majesty the.. "owner" whicli' is avoid paying any for over eighteen months. But on April 24tli, two 
afone considered~ It is not Illy own act of purchase or acceptance which pplicemen and an agent of the la'nd]s>rd of 9 Angel-place came alblig 
g_ives me a right to ]DY pound of tea,- or my pig in a poke. · It is His prepareq to evict this refractory tenant. Gotilding, assisted by -ltis. 
.Almighty Majesty's " gift" or- "sale " by which· I do the acquiring. 'Yife and family, offered as stubborn a r~sistance as was pf)si:;ibl~ in so 
'rhis js a trifle, but it is a tell-tale straw on the propertyist current of frail a tenement, but eventually an entrance wa:s forced fr:om the b~~k 
.thought all the same.) ~nd t~e family expelled from the front. Their belongings speedily fol-

As to _sale, I bethink me instantly of the lit~le boy who, on hea~ing lowed, ·.and our co~rade found himself in the street ; shelter less, and 
{hat property in: the soil is acquired by purchase; asked his.father with night near at hand·. Now appears one of the saddest features·ef 
whether the -first owner bought it from God ? We know that those the whole melancholy business. ·A large crowd h1ad· of course asselhbltfdt 
vi ho undertake the tricky task of defending-the existing "rights of prb- to . whom Gemlding endeavouTed to make brown the reasons_ fbt his 
perty" cannot afford to think of first owners, or to ask or answer· actions, and something of Anarchist principles. 'l,o this end he· gave 
questions about any previous owners at all ; they have to fall back . up- .a~ay a: ,number of Oo'fll!lnonweals, Freedoms a1uil 'leaflets; bu!t· tli'e rrreh 
on the t 'erm " gift," so construed as to include l·equest, and somehow ~ook advan~age of this good nature to help themselves, ~nd even went 

· even inhe1·itcmce. At no .step of the factitious reasoning is there moral ,., so far as ~o sma~h what they could not· remove. Gonsequeatly, -Jie> lost 
space for standing upright in. Mr. Herbert gives no sign that he coh- II!-a;ny articles of furniture, a number of b<;>oks, and many of tne t6o1s 
siders productive or constructive industry any title to ownership. Still by which he e'arns his bread. T.he list 0f books stolen is worth g~ving, 
less is nrgerit need a title. - The property owner's will is the single r-0ad as indicating wh_at mannei:· of man he is. They were: - :nistorfos 
along which starving humanity (thQugh it be the hm_nanity of a genius 0f Ireland, of, th~ French Revolution, of the Commune of Paris, bf 
or a saint) may travel towards the- necessary loaf. Mr. Herbert, ~~erj~a, of the Roman 'Empir.e, and of the Anti.:vacc~nation movement; 
1n 3 ketching his Sta~e, ignores the sole- agency to . which th~ Letters of John Bright, Life of C. Bradlaugh, The Rights of Man, 
theinstitution '~property" owes its existence-individu~l gr_ab plus public . the-;-works ~f Sha~speare, Scott, J?urns and ByroE,J )esides vario~s ma­
.concession. This was, is and will be property's only demonstrabJe·title, ·gazmes and a manuscript Autobiography. On attempting to find a 
wh.atev.~r number of theoretical justifications spe-cial ple~ders may in- fresh lodging, GoU'lding fqund himself severely hampered by th~· Mtion 
ven~: · individual gmb and· t~e concession of those who, either through of the <?rowd; which persistently followed him from. street to s~reet, 
i(ldifi'erence or fear, found it their policy then and there to - ~'let be." until at OJ}e time ~t se~med likely' that his lodging for· t11;a_t niglir~t 

· )'V4tfi"the withdrawal of thi~ concession the _qu£isi title of pre.Sel):t least would be upon the ·cold ground. R~ppily, this !Vas aV:e~ted, 
owners to cmfody of propE'rty falls t_o pieces: No "right'~ to it ha.s but a few d·ays later, being u·nable to get work, ..and h~v:ing rio in.Plf~'y 
ever been acquired, nor in the nature of things cotild be. It is from ·left, Goulding took a board froin a building as firewooU for h~~ wife's 
hour to hour a purely provisipnal and convention~! concession, which use ; and having characteristically-left his name arid address bel;iind, li'.e 
changing_ h~man _conditions are rendering obviously preposterous, and . was promptly sent to ~entonville for seven days. It.is needfe~s to fi:+y 
akeady _it .rn bemg Ill;Ore and .more widely-a1id distinctly disallowed. that hiS' wife an~ children suffered greatly; but their.troub]e~ we~e · 
A like public conces~io11; .however, regarding a :iiew set of owners would bravely borne, and . Go~lding's deter.m~nation to pay no tent is .not in 
have no. more ... ethical significance th'aii the ancient one. ·- ks .A.narbhists the least shak,en. · "A born reb~l," said one comrade, after a personal 
let us bear in.. mind that p-rivate propm~ty as· an ins'titutiori- 'shou.ld' be irlterview; - · · 
swept out. o~ ~xi_sterice, and that comrnon p1·ope1rty is, in the last resort, ' Some· of the stolen tools, we believe, were afterward§ .~eco·vere~ ; 
a contra:d1ction m terms. · ·· , - hut any wealthy Anarchist might do woP--Se than endeatolj_r to salv~, in 
· Re ·sale./ Sal~ can_not mea.; any'aequisition of property a-tall. It is a practical way, some of the hurt~ .- susta.iried by thi~ )'evolritfopary 
orily a chang~ in thg f?rm of' pr;o.perty already held.- What is acquired family~ - During, Goulding's impi-'isdm11:ent 14 comrades (fiot we~~thy) 
by pure-has~ is sornethmg to balance tp:e yielding up of some other thing managed to make up 16s. in small amounts to help ]?.i's \vile. . _: 
?f ,.the same .no~inal value. . If you have made the equitable exeh?irige , ~ill_ce the above account r·eacged. u·s ~otilding iia8 ~gain .been ~vic't;e~, 
you are supposed .to make, you have acql.tired no ir,tcreased custody ,of this time -Without resistance. Coiisideri:ng, "however~ that only t'~o of 

~ the com?1un~ty's ways and means, no. access of "property" (whi'dh }iis children, aged resp~ctively 6 y~a~ an:d 2 months,_ w~re a;t nome at 
atw~ys imphes such custody) by the ttansac£ion; The only man who the time, their peaceable exit can har&ly involve any_ discredit to Goul-
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-ding~ . This makes six evictions.in less than two years, at a total money 
·'~t iri 4eposits on· a~coun-t of rent of nine sbilli!igs. - - H. C. -

il R G.A NI SE D J.A .. B 0 .R· c OJ~ u lYJ; 1~. 
~ ' . 

\:f We: sliall_ be, glad to insert UJ/fder this hea<i,_ing commitnications and reports from 
· _ all c_o-nirades engaged in ihe AnarcMst propaganda qmong Tt:ade Unio.ns.] 

. "' . ANARCHISM IN TRAD,.8 AND LABOR .UNIONS. 
'IJ.o .. the :e_d~tor of F&EEDQ,_M. • _ 

Dear Comrade,--Our protest against the threatened State Socialist tyranny at 

THE 

LONDON-

PROP A~A_NDA. 

Ii~~~RTS. 

·P.s.~u.l(q.n~street.-This station is a very old: 1;me, but was neglecte4 for so~e 
ti1J.}~: So.m~ go.od meetin&s have been ,Qelcf lie~·e lately, marked with success in 
every possibnr'.\vay; genetally there 'is quite a crO,)Vd waiting for the meetings 
'to 1!~g~n, ai~d )Vh~lc tlie' s·Eeakiug is gofog on very grea_t aftention is paid. Tlle 
isp~alf~rs .h~v~ been, J. ·Turn~r· Ca1itw«;lll, P.resberg, Cl~rke, MacQueen, Gunder-
s6n J'unr arid" 1t'Fac'do1iald. · ~ 

. Zii,:iq_h hais_ been justified by events. Evidently, _even freedom of th,oug_J;tt . and 
~.SR~t.yn w<i~d be.dQ._ni.ed us under a Social Democratic State,; Q_r in ~ny mqvement 
irpvli,~ch the

1
Social Democr~ts became a d~~inant pmy;~r. ~It is not too early to 

p,rep,are for tlie !ntern::J,tional Con,gress of ~896. ~j.dgle-c!~ss cliques mu~t npt 
be al~ow.ed to :"nobble " the 9rga~~~_ed. lab'o:r- mov~ID:~nt. Wh,ile we had ~ fairly . 
,iood list of signatures to .the circul~r? pub~i~hed. in H\e 4.;ug~.?t .~ss.ue of F1~eedom, 
,I µqt.~9ed ~hat a dozen skill.ed brn;p.che.:> of i:p.du~try were. unrepresented, altliough 
I kno'Y .m11ny comrades who be Jong t9 ~~~m a;nd a~e at 0~9e e?-:rnest Anarchists 
•11!l.ct pld and en!3rgetic lll;ember~ _of . th,e~r ryspec_tive sociej;ies . . It i!' rem~r\rab_le 
-~at ~ hold Anarcbism .has se<,mreq on the members of the '' o.ld u,nionism '' as 
i@ as the "un!'!killed " wm:keni. 

(J~~l$ea ~m'?_,an/f.n;i,,e~t -Th.~Jfocial n~1~1wc~~ts. in phis chstrict ~ave_ challenge.<J.. 
ev..y~yb9,dy fA 3.11?.Jd about Cheli;ea to-.debate Social Democra:cy by iss.urn.g a 1eaf;let 

_ a11d.i, ~d-y.e.~·tiSi~».;g7 iy_the l0ca~.Jo1tfha1: CO:i:Q.fa,des Sarriue~s and Presherg went down 
to . ~51e Areary efb.l?ankment to liol4 a Infletilrn on Monday, August 6 ; for Samuels 
havrng bee,~ ~ forn:,i.~r resident o'f C~elsea Ii,ad deterniinecf to accept the challenge. 
We hau a very/air ,~n~ a~tentive crowd durjng the wJ:iole of the meeting, whic,li 
la~ted OJ}e ,4_9,ur . \t~l~ a half. ~amueJ~ ·p.ointed .out tl~at the Anarchists we1·e reaUy 
the .. 01\lY S9y,iaJis,ts, and that t~1ose' styling themselves Social Democrats were not 
S~Wl .. ah~ts, -b.l!t n;iere_ politici~s. »;"hen the meetmg closed· we let the JJflOp,lc 
un.Clerst~~1d th~t w_e j.nte:n:ded to -Come down· every Monday night. lvfeanwHile· 
Samuels w1~ote ,t9 tlie Social Democrats and to the local · papers accepting the 
c~alle1!ge. . · • 

:
1
Lf?hould'like to l}dd a few r~marks abot?:t propag~n~a work in organjsed bodies 

·of worl,rn:i;s. We a~e all, I take it, ~n~io1;1s. to m.aintai;i the ~uc,<?,e~sfv} publi~ pro­
Rll-gaµda of Anarchi~m by means of lectur~s, ~~scuss10n~, d~moµsprations, litera­
ture &c., but at the same time we may not, as workers, separate ourselves from 

.,0ur fellows who combine, however imperfectly, for the protection or advancement 
.. 0f the1r common interests. Not only does the non-unionist. and the" blackleg" 
~rlfice more of their manhood than their organised brnthren in their personal 
.relations with employers, but should Anarchists become non-unionists and 
"' ' blacldegs '' under the foolish impression that to be such is" · free labor," it will 
have the effect of retarding the practfoal acceptance of Anarchism by the work­
ing class as a whole. .A.t the least such conduct on the part of Anarchists would 
set the best section of the workers againsti them ; and, indeed, I claim that the 
.unionists who take the trouble to think, speak and organise for the improvement 
of econo.mical conditions are the best material for our own movement. 
· ~ !lhould like to ask all who obj13ct to Anarchist worr:ers taking _interest and 

~tive part in tri).de and lai)Or o · ga~is,rition.s, why we s~onld l~a~e the ~~nage­
~~nt of O'E'r s :>cieties to r~actionary min9rities, 'o/ho, ip many cases, are con.i;;tantly 

.:at -vari1mce with the bulk of theiL· members? More than j;hat, why should these 
bodies become mere political caucuses when tlie workers ex:hibi~so many Ai:i­

:archistic tendencies i' Is it not possible th:tt the narrow aims, e4Cclusive methQds 
.:ana the authoritarian character of the organiaed la.001.· movement can be abb­
lished? To give a negative answer to the latter questiou would imply to, me 
that the wor~ ers are incapable of comprehending the principles of Anatrcliy, 
which is absurd. To work actively in the labor movement will not set us in anta­
g~mism with six mihlioJ;JS of the working classes of GrL·at Britain as a rule, as in 
the cases of the dockers, railwaymen, Lancashire cotton operatives, miners, tai- __. 
lors, shoemakers, &c., &c., the unions received the active sympathy and support 
of unorganiw~d work people. It is .a ~mall minority whi~h i;ipho~fl~ blac_ldegism. 
] d? n?t :r;egret ter:ip?rnry hos~i~ity to them (, ~xeept i1_1 t'!O ~ar. th,ap ~p_e sy~teyi 
w,Aich produces tl?-em is not; abohsh .:d) because, to my mmcl, not even "t e whip 
-QI th~ stomach" is ~u:fil.ciez:t excuse for ~l~~i~ at~ack upon ~-hose, who, s-eneraily 
~speakmg, are revoltmg agamst slavery and rn3ustice. We are told that as lover~ 
of fr,eedom we. shc:mld uphold freedo_~ of ,conti:act vrh,e,n ~e!l . refuse to work on 
&ertqii;i. terms. Bl}t whe!e is ~.he "ue~$1-0m" of .contract petw;_een an exploiter of 
la.hon and a traitorous w~ge-s!aye ? I,s Jreedom. o~ {lQ.n.tract l;let.ween wQrker arid 

·()a;pi~~list possi_ble 'll:nder ph~ pres~nt sy,f?t~W of , f'lOciety? 

'l'ottenhani.-Satunlay,-August 12tli., meetings began here. A very large au­
die~c~ listene<}. for some time to comrades Presberg and Quinn. Some slight op· 
position offered by a man who boasted of working 20 hours a clay and having a 
"quid"· in his pocket <)n Saturclay night ; to which Presberg r~plied . Quinn , 
then spoke and afterwards indulged in a pFivate discussion with our frienll, who 
sti~l boasted of working 20 hours-a day. But in the encl the fellow invited Quinn 
home to ,have supper and declared himself an Anarchist.-Sunday, August.13th, 
meeting ih the morning ;_good audience, very attentive, and fair sale of litera­
ture. -Saturday, August 19th, good meoting in the e~ening; very large audience, 
ver.y interested and attentive. Speakers, McQueen, Banham, Quinn, Young and 
Pxcsberg. Some opposition offei·ed by a Social Democrat and a .stranger. Pres­
berg replied, and, judging by the audience, replied very well. Our Social Demo­
cratic friend asked the follo_wing ridiculous question: ''If you do not believe in 
force, how was it then that the Chicago Anarchists were hanged foi;.. throwing 
bombs 1 " Now, this just shows how much the Social- Democi:ats follow .events. 
They accept things as their gods present them, and anything different ml1st CH'· 
t ainly be incorrect. Presberg pointed out to them the late release of those Cbica<YO 
ccmirades who were alive, explained the details of the case and showed 1;10w the~e 
noble men were hanged and the other 3 imprisoned simply for being Anarchists. 
The question put by the stranger was, "If you do not believe in government, 
how an you believe in organisation, as government meant o:i;ganised action,?' 
to which. ~resberg .repl~ed that the organis~tion of government '\yas au assemb.lage 
of n~e,n ~o impose certa.m _laws and regulations upon other men, hwing power to 
pumsh _if not o~~yecl, which m~ant force a,ud t)'.i·anuy, wh~l«;l the organ~sat\on of 
our belief was srn:iply the meetrng together of p,eople to d~SC\lSS itl~as so as to 
come to practical condusions . iu short, fre.e agreemeu t of people', without <YO· ' 
vernment tyra1,rny. Quinn next answered some of the questions, and the disc~s-
sion ~outinued l;llltil _midnigh~. -Su,nd~y, ~ug?-st. 20th, in th~ morning goocl 
meetmg. We are q uite notonous now rn tlns d1stnct, and on this occasio11 w1rcn 
we. beg~n the whole of the audienc~spomposing the meeting of the Christian and 
temj)erance advocates left them and came to listen to us. Good sa.le of literature 
a id. req nests from the audience to coiitiuue our meetings. Speakers, Young and 
Presherg. \Ve have made two declared converts, one of them a newsagent, who 
has takeµ the 'W~al, Freedom, and pamphlets for sale.-The Saturday night meet· 
ings at Enfield· have been discontinm:d, as the distance is too great for most 
c6mra~es. . , 

To r~ ~urn to the ma;in guestion,_ An~rghis~s need n~t. leave th~ ordiin.ary propa­
_g.and_a,=-""°:d ~re _not j~ ;t·~ fi~c~ in conc~~lJn~ their)d.ent-~tJl': o,: supporting anything 
op,po.s.ed to their prmcipl,es th ough then· ~rade {!09wti~s. ~Wh~te'ver · fate other 
folks w!fo talk of '.' lead.ing the bli1.1:d w.a~!'le.s ~· JQ~Y. l].~V~ m~,t w~th, it has no sig­
ni{icane~ . tothose.-w,ho . do not ':ii;ih t.q ~ecome "l~adE}rs," or desire personal 
oaggrandisem~nt or: power, but 'Ylf?h.. ~o . bu~ld u,p a fre~ unit;y of w,Jrlrnrs, opposed 
to wage-&l~v~ry, ~oaopoly and go;v.E!J~;rnent. Perhaps, it; vrill. b.e said that to do 
·tl!is we hay;e ,tq c}~s.troy :i;n-q~h evil whi~h .exists. Gra,nted; but in cliangiug the 
-charlkcter_of t~ese o~gamsa~10ns we are .pqpver,ting th~ people who belong to them. 
At lt1ast. we dip oµr ne:ts with .gqo,d ch?f~2es of ha~~ng in some. very good :fish. 
flas.~t nQG been P!Oled t4at in .th9~e co~ntries where this policy has not been 

-C!LT:r:1ed qut A archists find theµi~'31y,e.:> Cfl},~ o.ff fr9m tJ:t~ main b_ody of their fellow­
.w;ork~rs ? Can we not, insid~ our , tr~~~ organisati1:ms. ·oppose all. attempts to 
~trengthen the beli~~ ::ind ten<lEltICY of t_he worke:i:~ in .a par}j13tmel).tary dir-ect;ion, 
;i,nd drive home the ne,cessi~y ~or th,e cqmp{ete, oy:er~hr;ow of the . coinmercialist 
'f?YSteUJ. of society ? I submit too that WE) ~~ri cl.o go9d .f?Y ady0cating the ex_pro­
pri~tio;n of the p;r.operti.~d classes by, the '\]:~on, of ~al;>or . . .What a. splendid 'stroke 
the.i;n,iners c?~l~ l;i.ave struck h3:C!.thi.s idea ,b_ee.n. wid~lz]3.r9pagated, amol.lgst. therp. ! . 

Edm,onton.-G'ood meetings have been held here every Sunday evening durin<Y 
the last mo.nth. July 30th, good meeting ; speakers being Cantwell and Clarker: 
veif good sale of literature.-August 6th, very good meetiiJg, opeued by Gal~ 
braJ.th, followed by Cantwell, PreS"berg and Clarke; some oppos1tion by Social 
Democ;rats who came to oppose. It is a pity they c.ould not make a better show 
their strongest arguments were, Who is going to do the.dirty work 1 and What 
if a lot of men break shop windows and commit criminal act 1-ancl questions 
of. like nature. T,he Social DemoCI;a_ts were asked . wl).at they were going to ilo 
WJ.th thes.e peopl~. . They woulcl pum.sh the1;11, but not send them to prison-2.. 

_ they were not _gomg to ha~e any of these thi?gs ; yet t_heY: are going to have go­
ve;ri:iment. Riddle-::how is government gorng. to exist if there be no police or 
military to enforce the law 1 Eventually, we discovered the law of Social De­
mocracy is to be different to the law of to-day. But how· 1· Cantwell and Clarke 
took part in tepJying.-

'l'.i;~.e Umomsts .are r!3cpg1;1i'liI}g thEl .rf$'1\l ~1re of t}l.~ir1 o!il policy. Even when 
victorious i;n. an qpen ~truggle "o/i.ith the capitajj~ts it .. is seen that the latter dis­
cover some method_ of minimising the conces-ions they are for~ed to make a.nd 
to take back with one hand what· they gave with the 'other. · The failtire of' sec­
tional s~rikes on present lines (i.e. starvation and moderatfon)· has been shown 
:{lP,n~\usive]y by events at South ~ot;tdun, J;>urham, ,Lancashire Hull and else­
where, ~nd is being used by the newe~ set of poli'ticai t'rick sters to turn th& workers' 
.i:_go~erp~:g_t into thE) loath.some political channel, as fut,iie f~r o-ood as the methods 
-Of the" ol'd unioni~m," perhaps more -~o; 'tli.ey· only try to rri~k~ - ~lft th11t ' p'a;r;n~­
mentary hum_!:mg is ~ett~r ~~an.orgamsed self-help. -~t is for us ~o pioneer, £he 
-way.to a gen·: ral strike agams~ idleness.and legal 1n boer.y. Now that .Anarchism. 
lias spread am,o'ly,gs~ wor!cers in so many par.ts of tlie cour.itr'!f: some effprt should 
-?e made towards .directmg the en~rmous strength of the trade and la.bor or;an-
~~atfons against the very existenc~- 9~.capi~~_IiSm 'and government. 

0 
-

Yours for Anarchist Communism -
Leicester. . . GEORGE GORES. 

A 1.fAN~F ESTO TO THE l.OCK;E)D-OUT MINERS 

has_ beep. issued by the Freeilom Group and another by the Ma.nchester Gommu­
:nist Anarchist Group. ,The aim of both is to point out that strikes should be as . 
;gen~ra! as .possible, that their aTOwed. a:im. should. be the expropr.iation of. the 
·cap1tahsts m favor of the voluntary a§!30C~a_tions pf 'YPrkE)rs, and that the active 
:a.t.t;icl,): ,of the monopolists ~m their wag,e-sl!'ves ~hoqld be met by active resistance 
.n.ot merely by the passive starvation policy, which has. so often ended J.n defeat' . --- ., .. · ... . ~ ' .. ' '·"' . 

. 4-.NARCHI~~ FuND :,JWa L~c~J:D·OUT MINERS. 

I~ . i~ pr~posed to raise ~n .Anar~t,1.i_f!t ~~r.~ke f~rnl to ~id , tli~ Joc~e'd:out IJ1.iners. 
:9,oqtr!-~ut,1on,s ,E!ho~1ld be By~~~~· Alf_te~ . ¥~rs1~·- ·~~:I,l: r~eas~i;e:r, . 3, 4-lpha '-Yill,!ts, 
Archway-~oacl,. Highgate, N., 'Yho . :~~1.I ,.~~PJ?.~Y CJ>ll~c.t~ng hsts and ac:{\:nowledge 
sums i:e_c-:eJ,ved uJ. l[ree(loni.-Air.e.~dy _r~ge~t~d: _ A.. .__M-:. G_~o_ ~~!3 .. s); 5s.; w ... ~ !?§:; 
i~ ~-~ .l~.,_ W.W. (two weeks), ls.;5.011.e~pi.q,..n at-" Wol::kers' Jfr.iend ~· Be:Q.efi,tCon. 

. ~t, A..~henoou_m H_al~, 6~--~~q..; c~llepti~~ .p~r A..· M., ·,4s. Two previous collec• 
.~~~s.g~ c<_>mrades m the East End and Olle fro~ Freedom, office a-cknowledged 
y~ ~.q~ Star_ for Sept. l~. - · .. ' 

~oxton Ohiwch.-This station, .one of the oldest for Socialist me.etings in Lou­
don, "has been infested with Anarchists lately " ; so said one of the audience 
in-a meeting at which Turner spoke. l'uruer has been ea:rrying 01ian active pro­
paganda here. He has become quite popular; while the po0r S.D.F., who have 
been continually meeting there for years cannot get an audience now, and the 
poor I. L. P. the same. People are n:1ore interested in ~narchism, ancl owinO' t1> 
this fact the SQcial Democrats have been continually offering opposition' ; but 
alas.! Turner is one too many for them. At last they said they had.found a ,Jna~ 
to lick Tu-rner. So on •ruesday, August 22nd, at Hoxton Ohl.nch, a debate took 

_place be~ween Turner and one ArnolJ. Peor Arnold, I was really sorry for hini. 
S~eh a lwking _I have neyer yet seep or heard a n:a,n receive ! 'l'hc poor demo­
cra.ts were teanng the hair from their heads, and tned to make a collection, but tlrnt 
t00 wall lrnpeless. 'l'he audience was quite .Anarchistic, and Turner was repeat-
edly- asked not to fail to be at the Church 1~ext Snnday.-J. P . '· , 
r 'Peckliani. -Good meetings, followed by interesting discussions, have been held 
d?-ring ehe pa~t . mouth.at Peckham Par~-road 011 Thursdays-and Sundays. Our 
~-aturday evemng me~t.mgs at Commercial-road we have had to abandon, -owing 
to the four-ale opposihon we have there ha:d to contend with. We have also 
shi{ted our Sunday !fiorning meetings from Pe~k'1i.f!.m Park-road to the Triangle, 
~.~·ckham Rye, \there we_ get larger a:u~lience.s. , .~unday, August 5th, Comr.ade 
i\_tterbu!'Y,' addre~~ed a, g?oc;t meeti~g_. Augll'st Q~h, "For~·ester, of t)le s. D. F.; 
9Prl1ed and . Banham followed w1tli a goo(i address ;· slight ·opposition fr'om a 
'f\'.iend; who said l;te agreed with our princfples but'not our methods AuO'ust 
1~JW, Comrade Mi.tchel assisted. Aug. l6th, large mee~ing at Peckha;n Parki:rd. 
(~;o_l).1· 8. 30 to, 10. ~9'. J.3anhain ~ntrocfucing and ,9uinJ:! l~cturing ; courteous opposi­
);10,rr ·(rom a_ Chr1stI~n, t~ whic!1 Comrade Qumn eff ctively replied. When' the 
~n~,e~i~.g ~lo~ed _ a noisy d1scuss1on arose, an~ a.t that moment 3 ·or 4 police· and a 

· s;-!-gean~;arn.ve4 on the .s?e~e .and rudely d~~persed t?e crowd, ordering every­
po_~Y to~ :rµov_e . ~n, and ~esmng to kn?w . where tl~e d1s_prderly ·Anarchists were: 

-The·cro1vd, of course, d!spersed. ·The police follo~ved Quinn and Ban-ham threaten­
{~g to~ takfthem in '.?harge if ~hey did r.ot move a little quL;kcr. Whe;1 the; fol­
·!,o,~.ed- n.o. lop~er, ~\lmn· went.back a,n? reques:~c~ to be .. a:rr .. ;Sted as a disorderly 
-~liaracter;' qut this they ~echncd to do. · He then took the ' r 'numbers L 6 and "P 
-~~~; an.d went.roundcto the JlOlic~ .sta_tion and:teqiiest~d · the ·i11specto'r ~here 'to 
keep his men m ord.er.-Sunday, .Aug. 19th, we r.e-started on the-Tria:n"le when 
C~~ir~d~ :<?~ntw~.11_,. assi_sted by BaJth_arn, a<ld!e~sed the ineeting ; opp~sitio~ !ro'm 

-~:Social Dem,o?t&-tz wh? wanted to know, if the capitalist's used Parliament 
~? f~~tlier their _ o~vn en_~s, wh-y t~e work~rs -col!ld not'._utilise ',it in their own. in· 
tercst.s.~'fhursd{!oy, Aug. 24-th, large and , ~ymat·hetic crowd, Banham opening, 
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followed by Presberg, who .made a telling s_peec_?.; sl~ght op·position, to which 
Comrad!! Presperg gave g. crushing reply; Con;irade Qumn then followed.:-~ocal 
comrades are requested to turn up ,at the meetmgs regularly, so as to give the 
speakers encouragement.-W. H. & C. T. Q. ' 

- Lo1'idon F'i~Zds.-Saturday, 26th August, in the evening, a ·J:ieeting was held 
here by Banha,m and Quinn.' · This i's a new ~pot, i;ind we thin~ it may ~e worth 
while to speak here in opposition to the.Social Democrats. . 
- Victoria Pa~k.-Sunday, July .30th, :meeting kom nearly 3 till 9 o'clock, .when 
the Park shuts. up ; 6 continuous hours. The platform was mounted tlnrte~n 
times. 'rhe SI~eakers wel'e Quinn, Banham, 3 oppo~ents, one of them _H. D~v1s 
(-Individualist Anarchist) and Legga.tt, who sp~ke for nearly two ~oi;i~·s. P1_ob­
ably 3000 people came and went durrng the various addres.ses. Our fiist oppon-

-ent claimed that Anarchists were necessarily murderers of the deepest dye, and 
instanced Ravachol and Bcrckmau. Banham pointed out the causes that led 
them to act as they did, and claimed that their actions were justified by .the at­
tendant cii'cumstances. - The crowd during this explanation was very _noisy and 
threatening, and apparently in favor of our opponent, who again n;iounte~ the 
platform, but remained upon it so long that the meeting turned agamst his un­
fairness- and howled him clown. Quinn answered this opponent too coolly for the 
more rowdy section of the meeting and it immediately retired. Davis the1: ?P­
posed, but contented l~i~nself wit1: merely e1~deav~mrin.g. to tear up the pos1.t1on 
of Anarchist Commumsm. He chd not ·behtive m m1htary rule of any kmcl. 
He believe_d in mutual ~greement to settle all matters, b:1~ did not.believe it was 
possible it should ever come about, and that free ccmpet1t10n, w~1ch should be 
the basis of society, meant after all th:it every person. wa~ to rece1.ve ~.xactlJ: as_ 
he produced. Quinn ans\vered by say-~ng that if Davis did not believe i~1 pohce­
manism or militarism and did believe' rn mutual agreement he was practrnally an , 
Anarchist Communist, for if free competition merely meant getting an equiva­
lent for what you produced there was really no co!11petition in it at alJ; but it 
was 'impossible to get-an exact_ returwfor what you produce, and no. one could 
prove that any person had a right to elaim even whatever he had lm~self pro­
duce.cl. Nafure hatl given man wants and meant that he should _satisfy those . 
wants in a t1·ue way when, how and where he could. Comrade Leggatt, as usual_, 
held a very large crowd together for. hours.- -?--ltoget~er~ a most .successful meet­
ing, and we believe that more rneetu~~s of tlus description would do a gre~t deal 
of good. -Sunday, August 20th, meetrng held .by Leggatt aµd Mowbray rn. the 
morning. The attendance was large and the hterat_ure soid w~l~. The meet~ngs 
were held for quite an hour and a half, but there was no ?pp0s1t10n fort~comrng. 
On both occasions the audiences weJ,:e greatly sympathet_ic. In the evenmg Leg­
gatt spoke, till he was comp.elled to desist. There is not the slig?test doubt that 
this park would repay workrng up better than any other park 111 ·London; but _ 
for this to be done thoroughly it requires more speakers, and we should be glad 
if any comrade would volunteer to give us help in this quaner. 

Clerkenwell Green.-Sunclay, 13th August, in the evening a meeting -wes held 
Jiere by Comrades Presberg, Turner, McQueen, Quinn and Banham, lasting from 
about 7 till past 11 o'clock. Gqod work was done. One person came_ forward 
and said that -after having listened' to Turner and the other speakers, though he 
had been a Social Democrat when the meeting started, he was now an Anarchist. 
As usual, the police were ~n full fo1:ce to keel? us. in .orde1:. but I am sorry to say. 
that once during the meetrng they forgot theu d1gmty (if they have any) and 
tried to howl" down one of the speakers, who was using_ the words ",.-def~nce, ,,, 
"police" and "dynamite" rather freely. Altogether, a very good IIl:eetm~.­
The meetings on subsequent Sundays were kept up by Comrades Merlmo, 'lur­
ner, Gunderson, }foQueen and others, which we ·e well attended and successful, 
without exception.-C. T. Q. 

Hyde Park.-Goocl n~eetings have bee:r;i held in Hyde Park. Comrade Marshall 
(Manchester) addressed a large meeting July ?Oth, and was followed by Comrade 
Barker who had some opposition from a Liberal canvasser, tow hich Barker ably 
replied: .More opposition from an individual w~o. said that co-operatio1~ a~d 
improved legislation were the only means of .obtammg our end~ . ~arker, 111 ?is 
reply, sl'.l.icl there were no g:ood laws, and p_omte_d out t~e fooh~hness of wastn~g 
time over co-operation, which would come natura-lly. 'lochatt1 went on and sa1cl 
'that the curse of present co-operative societies was that they were nothin'g more 
than limited liability companies, paying a cliv-idend to share holders. · G. J. 
H<{lyoakc had admitted, .in a discussion with Tochatti, that productive co-ope;a­
tion was of the greatest importance, and he (the speaker) contended that with 
the abolition of monopoly and government-this would come and be Anarchism. 
Holyoake, like our Comrade Barker, is utterly opposed- to State 'nterference. 
Good sale of litera1mre.-As there was a deinonstration of the Paddington Vestry 
~mployees being held at the H.eformers' Tree, we took the ' opportunity of hold­
ino- a rneetiug there. Cantwell opened by saying that we were pleased to see 
th~m demanding a higher wage, and that the solution cfthe la.bor question would 
only come about by the workers' i:ebelli11g a~ainst starvation wages and lack qf 
leisure. Atterbury followed, callmg attention to the fact that whenever they 
trusted to politjcal_ leaders these men e1ided ·by becoming mere wire-pullers for 
the political parties; when John Burns-st_ood for Battersea he said that three 
things were indispensible for a labor cauchdate : lst, he should be a temperance 
man· 2nd, a trade unionist; 3rd, a Social Democrat. · And now we find _John 
Burn~_ using ~is influnce to secure a se~t for a middle-cla s man who is none of 
these. The speaker then gave severaYrnstances where men had been fooled by 
trusting their leaders, and pointed out that their masters, whether controlling 
municipalities, wodrnhops, or mines, had them in their grip, and Lhe outcome of 
it all was a mere subsistence wage. Tochatti then addressed them and said that 
we as Anarchists were only too pleased to see the vestry employees demanding a 
hio-her standard of comfort; they had object lessons in London, showing that 
th~ir demands were only too moqerate. Other localities . were paying . higher 
\V'ages than what they received, and the wealth of the country was such that nn: 
der the present wasteful system they had a right to their share in the shape of 
wages of' £5 a week; a little reflection would convince them that their 
work was as important to the community as that of a doctor's. He _asked them 
as men to recognise the value of their lives to themselves and to the community 

, -seeing . th~s, they could not fail to ~ecome Anarchists and demand_a stcite of so­
ciety in which it will be.possible to realise a pleasure in living. Another meet~ 
i11g was held; Blundell opened by reading "Jones's Boy," which was listened to 
attentivr.ly by a lame crowd. He was followed by Reid with a good speech that 

_excited oppo~ion, replied to by him. These three meetings here kept steadily 
-going fro:qi 3.30 :to 9 o'clock. Good sale of pamph~ets and papers.-August "6th, 
. three meetings were opene_d about 3. 30 and continued until late in the evening, 
during which .tinfo many pamphlets and papers were disposed of. -It is iinpossi'Qle 
to report all the· speech~s, as there ~ere so many speakers. One· meeting was 
opened by Gundersou, followed by Presberg, Banham, Sam1iels, Tochatti, Atter­
bury. Barker and Harrigan spo~e, and had some~ opposition, at the second 
meeting. At the third, Blu1:idell and Reid spoke to a good crowd. / The meetings 
ip the park are exciting co11siderable il!te1:est, and our views are gainh1g ground, 
small group's are to b.~ seen after the meeting discussing until a late hour.-.Aug. 
l3th, a good meeting was_ held ; spe;i.kers, Mitchell, Gittens, Gunderson, Law:­
renc.~ , Banharn, 'l'ochatti, Baxker: Th~ latter ·spe:ilk:ing only a sl:_iort time, h~v­
ing_ s_e·vel-ely taxed hin~self ~y hol~ling meetings during the 'week. 'l'ochatti 
spoke.at some lfalng~h; attentively ,listened. to -by several soldiers a1{d sailors. 
S~eing this he took t.he opport.unity to _a9.a1)t his ,arguments t"o nieet tP:eir case 

. effect, at the c_o11clus10n of wlnch the Jad< T:i~·s. 5 in number, ':Vould insist upon 
escorting our comrade out of the park to drink with them to the coming Revolu-
tion. Fail' sale of literature and _Papers.-W. E. , -

. . 
Fins'biwy Pcwk.-,..This i& a stronghold of the Christian Evidence Society, on~ ­

of whose lecturers recently so far desecrated the Sabbath as to purchase a Free. 
dorn pamphlet. It is to be hoped that the society he represents wiH not deal too 
harshly with him on account of·t·his sinful act, as the occasion was sufficienjily. 
urgent tg be classified as a "work of, necessity." According to his ow.n :statement 
he has arr~nged to demolish our movement _in a series of four deb~t es_ with a 
comrade; "so," he ingenuously added, ' I must now begin tc:> look into these 
things." After this who can doubt the ignorance· and duplicity or the wicked 
Anarchists 1 When it is added that the gentlem:.i.n in question is one of the 
Finsbnry Park favorites it may be possible to understand why progress is so 
slow in this quarter. 

East Grinstead.-:-A new field of operations has been opened here.' East Grin a: 
stead' had not heard of Anarchism in a"Qy definite way till lately, thottgh of course 
there is .here, as everywhere, plenty of vague discontent w th the existing system 
of society, and a few of our townsmen are at heart revolutionists. But these 
few have for -the ·most part kept their thoughts to themselves, and mean. · 
while the place is a happy hunting-ground for ecclesiastics, male ·and female; the 
ladies of our local convent reigning at "mothers' meetings," and dispensing 
" holy" waters along with more substantial aids to subsistance to the outwardlr 
submissive working-class women. But lately comrades G. Lawrence and Tom: 
Reed paid us a few weeks' visit, and held some meetings at which Anarchism 
was expounded, the audience proving on each ,occasion keenly interested and' 
largely sympathetic. Literature and hand-bills have been distributed; much _ 
conversntfon (at the pubs, &c.) now turns on the social question; the spirit of · 
Anarchy is fairly alight, and we hope · that, from time to time, comrades from_ 
London will 'Pay us a visit and fan the f:lame.-Collier Bourn. 

1'~ * Comrades are requested to send their 'reports and notices iii every nionth on . 
or before the 21st. Ove1· a clozen London and p1:ovincial reports 1mavoidably held 
over fat• wanl of space. 

NOTICES. 
LONIJON- ' 

During August there has been such a demand for more 'meetings that we have · 
opened ~he following new stations : Chelsea Embankment near the bridge, Mon­
days at 8.30 p.m. Ossulston-street, Euston-road, Thursdaycs at 8.30 p .m., West · 
Green-road Corner, Tottenham, f;a.turdays' at 8. 30 p.m.-Corner of· Angel-lane, 
Edmonton, Sunday mornings 11.30 a.m. and Sunday nights at 7.30 p.m. We · 
intend to operi more- stations shortly. _ _ 

The Chicago Co11iniemo1·ation will take. place at South Place Institute on. 
Friday, JS"ov. lOtb, at 8.30 p.m. . 

Open-air meetings: Sundays, ll':EO n.m., in Hyde and Regent's and Finsbury 
and Victoria Parks, and Hox:ton Church ; 3.30 p.m., Hyde _Park; 5 p.m., Clerk-­
enwell Green; 6.30 p.m., Victoria Pa!·1':; 7.30 p.m., Edmonton (Angel-lane),_ 
Thuri:;days, 8.30 p.m., Ossulston-street, Euston-road. _Saturdays, 8 p.m., Hyde 
~~ -

Peckha1'1i.-Sundays, 11.30, Triangle, Peckham Rye; Wednesdays, 8 p.m. 
Vicarage-road, C,hurch-street, Camberwell; Thursday, 8~ p.m., Peckham Park·rd 

The .Commonweal Group meets every Tuesday, 8.30 p.m., at Grafton Hall, 55 
Grafton-street, Tottenham-court-road, W. 

Special Notice.-Comrades, it is just 17 months since our brave and sincere 
Comrade Nicoll was sentenced to 18. months imprisonment . for writi~g in the­
" C0mmoweal" an article which was calculated by the then authorities to be an 
incitement to murder, but, after all, was not any more an incitement to murder­
than many an article which appears in ~he ordinary press, especially at election 
time. , Nicoll has born up bravely and bas shown his love and sincerity for the­
cause, and all comra ies should show their appreciation of this by rallying r_ound 
him. Let us show Nicoll when he comes out that, since bis incarceration, things . 
have been mgving quiclrnr than -ever; more comrades in our ranks; more sup­
port 0n all hands. Welcomed when and wherever we speak, the Anarchist spirit , 
is growing all round, and it must grow, now the seed has- once been sown. 

Nicoll will be sorely in need of a helping hand on his release, so it has been. 
decided by the comrades that the best means of raising ·a little fund for him will 
be to arrange a very good_ concer-t and ball, also a public rece:i;>tion, The concert 
will take place on October 24th (Tuesday), at Grafton Hall, 55, - Grafton-street 
Tottenham Court Road, W.; to commence at 8 o'clock sbarp.-Tic~etS--will be 
6d., ls. and 2s. each ; all money taken to be presented to ~icoll as a means of 
making a start in some way, ·comrades must not fail to turn up strong on thie. 
occasion.-On Wednesday morning, Nov. lst, Comrade Nicoll will be received at 
the prison gates, and afterwar sat Liverpool-street Station, to be followed by 
a lunche.:>n.- On Friday, November "3rd, a public reception will he given to Nicoll 
at Grafton Hall. at 8 o'clock- sharp, at which he will be pi;esent and speak. 
Admission free. All comrades shoulrl devote as much time as possible · towa,rds 
making hoth concert. :;ind reception a completl:' success.-J. Presberg. 

PROVINCE'S-

. Brighton.-Open-air meetings- : on the Front, weekday evenings at 7 ; on the 
Level, Sunday afternoons, at 3. 

Shejfield.-Meetings are held Sundays, at the Monolith, 11: 30 a.m.; at West 
Bar Pump, 8 p.m. , . ' 

No1·wi"ch.-Conimunist Anarchist literatm:e may be obtained of -A. D. Moore, 
24, Rose-yard, St. Augustine's, Norwich. 

NICOLL FUND. 

RECEIVED FROM SEPT. lst TO SEPT. 30th :~ 
Frank Hall, ls.; per J. Bullas, 4s. 

:M. Galbraith, 
19,. Conderton-road, S. E. 

THE COMMONWEAL :- A REVOLUTIONARY JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST 
COMMUNISM. Fortnightly, ld.; post free, l?!cl. Aclclress 24, Siclmouth· 

mews, Grays-inn-road, ,London, W. C. 

SOLIDARITY:' A FORTNIGHTLY REVIE:W OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
DIFFERENT SECTIONS OF TJIE WOHKING COMl\fUNITY OF THE UNITED STATES 

AND AN EXPONENT OF ANARCHIST SOCIALISM. 3 cents (l~d. ;' post free, 2d·.). 
P. o: B<;>x 2611, New Y.ork ; or from Freedom Office. _ .,-

LA REVOLTE: oRGANE· 06MMUNIS'l'E ANA,RCHISTE. Paraissa.nt _tou~ 
les Samedis. lOe. ,(ld.; post fr e, l~d)1 140 Rue Mo~ffetard, Pans. . 

~·intecl and published by C. M. Wilson, 61. St. Augustine'-S-road, gamde!!;·town! 
· London. N. W. 
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