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TJtE last few weeks haye be.en crowded, w~th t;rAgical ev~:µts. Th~ t,e;i;·­
ril>,le ex:gl9sion in ·w aJe~, which in ~ fe-vy, :i;nomenf,s destroyed the lives 0£ 
t1~~ee hunclre.d and forty. miners, and plunged into misery a~ mp;:ny 
families; the murder of. the President of th~ Fr~mch :{tepublic ;, a~~ t+1_e 
bloody b .boi· war in the United States., durjng whicl;i sco.res of wor.k­
Ifi~n an~ their wives wr;ire shot dpw:n. b,.y the. 9.efenders of l:>.om~geois_ 
"9+-~e1: : such .have been the occur.ren_ee~ that have recently ... startled· 
t\l:~ wo~·ld. While the moral atmosp,her.e of Eur:ope has he~n darkened 
by a black cloud of political persecution such, as has no.t-except in 
Russia-disgraced modern times. In England we have seen its sinister 
re:f.l'ection in the i·idiculous prosecution of Ca.,n.twell and Qµi:~m and the 
eqna]Jy ridicnlous Alien Bill of Lord Salisbury. . 

As usually happens, the Albion colliery explosion was due to the 
cupidity of the owners. The mine, wo_rked clay and night, had become 
unsafe. And as is so often the case, the old miners suspected ir On 
that very day, an old miner, as he w~s going to the pjt, foresaw the 
accident. (Daily }leios correspond~nce.) But, of course, no eno-ineer 
wou~d risk his situation by ordering the sudden cessation fromb work 
whilst he could persuade himself that the clanger was not imµJ,inerit. 
The certain loss entailed by a 8boppage seems more terrib]e than the 
possibility of the destruction of miners' lives, ev.en pliis the expenses of 
~n, accident. 

Men and boys went down, only to return as so many lifeless bodies. 
A few telegrams of condolence wern sent, an,d in twenty-four hoµrs all 
was forgotten, the sympathies of the ruling classes heing. ab;eady. else­
where-with M. and Mme. Carnot. 

As the French President was driving at Lyons, on, June 24, with royal ' 
pomp in a State carriag~, ~ ym.rog Itafom, C.as~1-io Santo, mortally 
wounded him with a dagge'r. '.rl18 assassin ~.cted oB :P,is own initiative 
alor:e, but the police depositions PJ,a~e it abundantly clear thn.t he must 
have heard theasf;assin~tipno:f Carnot cqntinna.lly disquss.ed in workshops 
~n.~ caparets .. 'l'h~ number of. th13 men, not even Socialists, aJreadydn 
prisp.J;l for havmg approve<;! tlie cl~ed, o:q.ly,eonfirrps the statements o.f the 
peliae. - - · 

WI?.at then was Ca:rf!ot to have or~gina.ted ?" wide-spread opinion ~hat 
soo_~er or later he wo;ulq be assassi:p.atecl ? H~ was, i:q a~l points, the 
opppsite of the firs~ Fr~I?-c11 President, G1-~vy. Gr.evy, a i·epublican Gf 
~4~ ol~ sc~oQl, r:p.amt.am.e~. tha~t no president is r.equired iµ a republiq

1 
l}nd did hi~ best to prmv.e: it. he · r~fqsed to. play th,~ . p i::\.r,t of littl~ 
IDO!l~rch. And of. all t~~ pr,erogl;l.tiyes of a French we&ip;ent, . he ~t.uq~ 
~o one ouly : the r1g"Q.t of pardoµ. He <;onsider·ed that <;ap:htal pun:isl:j; 
~ent is a relic of baL"l;>ai:ism, 1;t11d did his best to cmu.se it gradually te 
disappear from the habits of1 the_ country. ]for seven years .no 'one was 
executed in France. ' , ' · 
~~r~~t took, in every way, the opposite course. lfe ~~cl,CJ.leQ. with 

poht1cs as much as he could, always in favor· of the Orleanists. He 
played the king ; he did his best to. revive-kingly tra:aitions ; and of all 
the president's right~, he obstinately refused to make use of one-the 
right of commuting deatl~ sentences. 'l'he.old Mosaic p~.-incipJe of "death 
for death, and wound for wound " is still respected ju France. And 
~hen the-court . had condemned V ~;illant to death for wounding only, 
there was a strong outburst of puLlic opinipn against this ve.1.·dict. And, 
moreover, did not every0ne ·in tbe ]Ti:ench_ p:i;·ess feel that by what he 
had written and said against thai; sink 9f corruption, the chamber, he 
had helped to arm Vaillant's hand ? W as not V aillant's outraae a 
natural revolt of the popular conscienc~ ? A good half of the n~·ess 
sp.oke to Carnot to this e-ft'ect. · ' ·' 

And then came the p:tssionate e fforts of Yaillant's wife to save him· 
the touching story of hi$ .gir~l. ''l'

1

hey asked so little-mer.ely his.life a~d 
t~ fol~ow ~!~ to. the te.rrible island of New Ca.le9.onia~ worse than ~ny 
Siberia. Ih1s httle might have made them happy. But this little was 
:r~fuf.e~ by Carnot, personally by him; and everyone knows the signifi­
cant signs of sympathy in ·all classes of society which followed Vaillant's 
execution .. In spite of the efforts of the police, his grave was continually 
covered with loyely flowers. No -taking of" names, uo iron gratfogs could 
preve~t the accumulation of wreaths, brought by rich and poor, until, 
?ne mght, the defenders of "order" ~tole away the corpse. and quried it 
l-U some secret corner. , 

Such things ar~ danp-er signals to the rulers of any country; if, w.hen 
they occur, the rems of government are merely drawn tiahter some more 
violent outburst is the inevitable result. 

0 
' 

In the United States, the risino· discontent of the working classes 
ta.ke~ a different. form. For-years p~st 'the States have at intervals been 
convulsed by stnkei;; more gio-antic and violent than those of the western 
world; during the past yea/'these strikes have been almost continuq~s 
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~Uhe mining. ctistricts hav.e been in m0re or less active revolt the w:~i:0l~, 
wi~ter, and· the railway workers harve been ccmPinually manifesting their 
i~patience. . ' 

Finally, the wh,ole life of the United ~tates has been shaken fop 
n,eflirly. a month by what at first tb,reat.ened to be a civil war. The strike. 
a.f the Rullman-car opei~atives was only the spark to the powder. With' 
a wonderful unanimity, •the railway workers on most of' the great lines 
&~ruck work, and at once took such energetic me~sures to prevent black­
legs taking their places that the whole t raffic was instantly paralysed. 
Passenge:P trains stood deserted' in the wilds. No provisions reached 
the big cities, while 11un~ireds of tom; of meat were rotting in trains len. 
in the J?~·iti~i~ . It wa~ a :rp.oment~ry foretast:J of what will happe~1 tp 
s9ciety wti,en the wp..rkt:irs, iJ?; good ear,:p,~~t, u.n~te to.refuse to wo:r.1¥· except 
QR q1~\:fl own t13,nns1• 

As regards any practioal immediate r.esults to the wage-worker con­
cer~ecl, the great 'strike- h?-s been a dl,_sr:p.al failure; but it is, ne.vertheles§, 
:;vn e':ent of immea:sl~12a.bl~ impQrt;:i,:Q.ce in yhe, 1 bor ino,v.emeu.t;. It lt~~i 
n;\§t~·l~ed anotb.ev st13p ip. the :m-·p.gr·.es~ of· th~ ide,a of a gen~al strike, 
The gener.al str.i,.~~ is ·the g;.i;and weap0n whex:eby the So,eial Revolution1 
w~ll be won, and last m@.]jl.tla in. America t~e great· trade societ,ies for the• 
first time seriously con~ide,red whether they should t a'ke it UR· , 

Further, the same signs of sympathy with the workers as were shmv.n 
l~~t year to. the En,gilish :miners hy, the great mass of the, pQ.-puJace 
(~Jw,ays th~ 9)+ii~,f su·tf@~ers by a strike) wer,e ~xhibited· this summer. in: 
the Sta;.tes_ ln 0alifornnua this sympathy extended to the militia, wh~ 
shared their am~u:qit!on with t:P,e ~trikers inste::i.d 9f firing upo_n t~em. 
A, giost en~qu~·:;i.ging sign of the growth 0£ a spirit of. solic,arity. 

A-nd trul~ tlw p~rt:ri 0£ p,rogr.~sf? ;:i,nd freed,om-. ne,e~s encol\ragement. 
Wrh,en g;over:nment · att.er g,o.v.e:immeut"is passing An.ti-Ana1~cl}ist. Acts, 
and:the Reput>lic;} 0£ the United States •foHows•the example of1 the · R~,-' 
p11blic of Fr.~nc~ and, sets abqµt t~k;ing meas-µi;·~s of re.pressip-n oefure' 
onl_y pos.sible in the ctpl'.I\.i!l~ons of the. Tsar; wh~I). Pnited lya~Y. retur-D;~ 
t.o.1the, worl'1t tradition~ qf the Au;:\t:lfian ty;raµIlij, and1 Spain. to those 0£ 
the Inq.uisition, and the Conservative ex-P.r.emier el England-· propose& 
that this. country shl:\ll follow suit,-th.oughtf l\l men begin to see th~tr 
th~ mod~rn WQrld has, boasted too soon of ' the attainm~t ' of' a scienti:q:~ 
~pir!t Qf toler3:nce and thf:'l conqµ~,&t of freedom of opinio.n. An iP,e~ 
n~~d oµly serio,usly th,.re~~en r.µl~n~ interests, apd the an<?ient spirit of 
p,e:r;see:utip,n }s a.wake agarin. · ~ 

It is an h0E.o:v to, the Daily Oliron~ole; which certainly has no tbeore::­
tic;fl-1 sympathy with Anarchism to open its eyes, th~t it ~s the firs,~. 
:Wi~g\ish . p_a;p_er t9 awake tQ. the s~gnificance and. qanger of tl;ie thin e,Qigy, 
of the wedge in England. It failed to realise the seriousness of th,et 
Yeu,nie:r cas~,, b1._1t it has. sev:erely cL'iticised the. exceptional legislation 
in Er.ance and elsewhere, and on the Cantwell and Quinn trial it writes 
(Augu:;;t 1) ~s follows:_:. ,. - · 

' ' 

· "The Tryasury and the, jp.\].g~ :must., 'v.e iwagiine, feel that they have put them~ 
~elv,es ~,nd the coupti:y, il,1 a , ridic-t1ilo~s positio,n. Here ar.e these two men found, 
gt1ilty of y.n~~yqring to coi;npl:\s.s a cdn;te o:p. a par 'Y~th- that of Santo. The tria:J; 
:i,s conducted with all the pre,c~utions that co.uld be taken in the case of the most 
despeTate. and re~kless ~ri;minals. E-ver-ypne s.eeking to enter the court was su@,.i 
jected to a close scrutiny and refused adm,i.ssipn at the discretion· of, the polic.e.1 
... And yet, ~fter all this, ,anq wh.en a B~·itish jury has ,found the men guilty, ­
it goes forth ~o the civilised world that a: sentence o,f six months' imprisonment, 
has been inflicted for an abo~inable politicaL.,crime. Such a sentence, we repeat; 
is ridiculous. As for the e,v~den~e produce,d, we cannot but conclude that it Yi'il:J.Jl~ 
of the flimsiest kind. N o.bo,dy :P.Wde a riote-certai.nly not a shorthand. note-o.f~ -
what was. s~Jd by t~ie pri~oners, ~:qd, tJ1e witnesses for the prosecµtion, r~lyi;i;i.g," 
as t h ey dicl. on ap. tl.nasf?is.ted memory, all r~callecl something different. . . . T-he 
seditious literature complai.necl of was, as the judge himself acl:µritted, meJ-~1 
coarse a~1d vu1$ar stuff which might well be ig1ior~d. Rubbish of that kind is. 
sp~rntecl a:ncl µistributed every day in Hyde ·Park. If the courts are to be used­
for giving cu+Ten~y to what n o one at present honors with the slightest attent~on, 
the sooner the musty old statutes about sedition are rep0aled the better in the­
public intere~t. ~ut we must protest o~ public grounds against the method~ 
adopted i~ this trial. The best way to lll\tke martyrs for Anarchism and to glorify.., 
its scatter-brained appostles is to deny them a fair and impartial hearing in the 
cotuts of law." 

This is the old Radical standpoint, and if the English public have the 
sense to maintain it the Social :Revolution may be brought apout here 
without those terrible a.nd bloody reprisals which the policy of conti-. 
nental governments has already. inaug.urated abroad. -

The Cantwell and Quinn Qase. 

T¥E AC'l.'UAL FACTS. 

ON June 29, the day before th6 opening of the new Bridge, some comrades of the 
Common weal Group thought that they might as well take advan,tac-e of the crowd 
of l<?afers and sight.seers on Tower Rill to do a little propaganda,

0 

so several of 
them went down with a packet of· " Songs for the Workers'' to distribute. Cant-

- well was armed in addition with a big yellow poster, which he had prepared for t he 
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' · oc~asion etltirely on his own account, not even using the 'Weal type to set it up. 
Its contents were the words : " Fellow workers; you have expended life and energy 
" and skill in building this bridge ;-now'come phe roya,l vermin a'nd rascally poli­
" ticians, w.ith pomp and splendour, to ' claim.all. the C1;~~it." (We quot.e Mr. 
Matthews~s speech for the prosecution, .. not havmg the or1gmal document before 
us.) Then came a sentence likening the said politicians and royalties to "lazy 
::iwine" and a verse from William Morris's "Voice of Toil," describing how 
the workers are shorn like sheep by the .. sh~r:P ' knife of capitalism. ·This bi!l 
Cantwell' held up while he ma'de a simple'Socialist speech. Several of the aud1-

, ence persisted in shouting out catchy questions about Carnot arid bombs, but 
Cantwell refused to enter on the subject of outrage, saying that there were fana­
tics in every party, and he 'had not come therGl to discuss their deeds, but to speak 
of the wrongs of the workers. After this, the noisy clique showed a l'esolute 
determination to break up the meeting, finally making a rush at Cantwell and at 
Quinn, who had succeeded him as speaker. Quinn slipped into a neighboring 
church, while Cantwell walked off down Gracechurch-street, surrounded by a 

. yelling ~ang of roughs and followed by a crowd curious to see what would happen. 
Of course the local bobbies interfered, and, equally of course, instead of arresting the 
foul-m.outhed roughs (one of them in the witness box confessed tocalling,Cantwell 
" a dirty dog ") tkey took in charge the Anarchist and- brought him, up at the 
city police-court for disorderly cond'Q.ct. Quinn, who came to the Guildhall 
Police-court to see fair play, was arrested there, and his worship refused bail for 
both as being dange-rous characters " well known 'to the criminal investigation 
department." Thenceforward till thei~ trial, a whol@ calender month, Cantwell' 
and Quinn were kept in gaol; remanded from week to week, whilst the 'rreasury 
slowly patched up a case against them, dropping the original charge and ~onti­
nually adding fresh counts till, finally, upon the trivial incidents above ment10ned, 
they founded a prosecution for sedition, seditious libel and incitement' to murder! 

THE TRIAL. 
On July 30, at the Old Bailey, before Justice Lawrence, our two comrades were 

prosecuted by Mr. Matthews and Mr. Muir on behalf of the Government of the 
United Kingdom. They were defended by Mr. Farrelly, who so cleverly won the 
Brall case. Both were charged with "seditiously printing and publishing a 
scandalous, malicious, and immoral libel, headed: 'Why Yaillant threw the 
bomb ' ; with intent to incite to crime and disturbance." 

This charge was utterly false, the only pretext for it being that Cantwell had unluck­
ily.some copies in his pocket wlienarrested. The leaflet in question was written, print­
ed and publisned by the Necessity Group, whose imprint stands at the bottom, and 
who have no connection at all with Cantwell or the Commonweal Group. It was 
easy to prove this, but his lordship insisted in his summing up on believing (with­
out any evidence except thaJ; JVitnesses had seen the prisoners giving away some 
literature) that Cantwell had distributed this particula.r leaflet, and, therefore, con­
cluded the learned judge, it did not matter where the thing was printed. (Echo 
report August 1.) 

Cantwell was further charged with having "obtained and procured certain MS. 
for making an"tl using divers powerful and dangerous explosives with intent to 
communicate the contents and counsel divers persons to use them contrary to the 
Explosives Act." 

This charge also was false. It was founded on the MS. of some old le~tures, 
long ago publicly delivered, but not by Cantwell or any member of the Common­
weal Group. This MS. had been sent to the 'Weal office to see if they would 
print it. They had no intention of doing so, a,nd did not even know it was still 
th,ere, but uri.luckily, when the office was raided, the police found it amongst some 
old papers. . · 

They were both further ch~rged atthe Guildhall, but not the Old Bailey, with sedi­
tiously publishing a seditious libel (the placard). · Quinn's puilt in this matter was 
limited tqholdingup. the posterfor a fewminutes. Cantwell both publishedi:i,ndspoke 
it right enough, and, according to the obsolete old law on which the prosecution 
was founded, the words are seditious. But then, to parody Sir William Harcourt: 
We are all seditious now. The sentiments 9f that bill may ,be heard in evi:>ry 
spot where Radicals and Socialists are gathered together, from the 
House of Commons downwards·, and its very language, unpolished as it is, may 
be matched daily in thousands of workshops, clubs and public houses througliout 
the country. Indeed by going to the pig-sty for 'epithets descriptive of the 
English royal family, Cantwell is merely following the example of Francis Adams, 
the third edition of whose poems has jqst been issued. It is only when an 
Englishman is an Anarchist that the Treasury ventures upon prosecuting him for 
sedition now-a-days. But any rope is sound enough to hang .a dog with a bad 
na.me~ 

Finally, Cantwell and Quinn were charged with "soliciting, encourao-ino-, and 
persuading Braden (the foul mouthed), Terry and others to murder cert:in ~~m­
be¥1'! of the royal family and politicians '' at the Tower Bridge open.in~. 

This charge, which was utterly false, rested o• the ' evidence of a policeman, 
who said he had haard very little of what passed and had no notes of what he did 
hear, and of Braden & Co., whose testimony, like that of the witnesses in acer­
tain trial of greater celebrity, "agreed not together:" This discrepancy was 
rather hard on ·the. detectives, who were overheard by the clerk of the solicitor 
for the defenc~ zea.lously coaching up their witnesses, outside the police-court, 
on July 20th. rn what they were to say. 

The redoubtable Braden, in the police-court, July 16, ·refused his address, · be­
cause he had "done things for the police which he did not wish mentioned." 
Another witness was Cave, who furnished reports of the prisoners' speeches to 
the St. Janies's Gazette and Evening News&: Post in which he made no mention 
of the incitements to murder or the bombs, which :figured in his depositions be­
fore tlle court. On being asked, in crosa examination how this occurred he 
replied that the evening papers do not care for sensatidnal reports. (Of co~rse 
we all ~.now ~ow reluctant these ~w~ paper~ particularly would be to admit any 
expressions hkn~y to. create a prejudice agamst Anarchists.) Had Cave kept his 
potes 1 further mqmred Mr.] arrelly.-No,, they were destroyed. }:.,) third wH­
ness was Hewlett, ex-dragoon, and caretaker for Irish landlords 0~1 farms from 

, which-tenants had been evicted; ndw out of work. And so on. 
. ~he conflictin9 testimony of these personages was opposed by the consistent 
evidence of fiy-e rndepe~dent witnesses, who came forward .voluntarily in answer 
to an appeal m the press, addressed to any of the audience on June 29, who had 
heard vy-~at the speakers really did say, to come into court and state the facts. 
T,~ese witnesses w~re E. G. Stride, clerk to an exchange broker ; John lfoche, a 
_sailor, who complam."d that the crown witnesses had tried to intimidate him, and 
was tol~ by the Judge to seek redress fr:om a magistrate, an unheard-of 
course m. ' such a ca~e; G. Banton, a commercial traveller; two members 
of the So01al ~emocrat10 F~derati6n, John Williams and J. Lewis; and S. Park-
house, a cabman.and ex-pohce constable, who had left the service because leav~ 
.was .ref?-sed ~o him to go a~d a:range m fttters for his r~latives after the drowning 
of.hls1sister"rn-l'.1'w on ~he Prrncess Alice." All these witnesses .-agreed that the 
prisoners ~ad said nothmg, about ?ombs. assassination or Carnot; these subjects 
were only mtro.duced by p~rsons m the crowd and turned aside by the prisoners. 
And the ex-policeman, being up to ~he tricks of the trade, suggested that the 
disturbance was caused by a small chque, and the crowd in general was not hostile 
to the speakers. • 

A nuntbe~ of witnesses also spoke for the gi:meral good clJaracter of both Cant­
well :md Quinn, in9lu~ing Willia~ Morris, J. C. Kenworthy, t4e Rev. ;Bruce 
~VaPace a.nd Ca1.1twell s employer 111 the basket trade, at which he used to work. 

';: 

None: of these personal acquaintances had ever heard either of the. prisoners 
, advocate o.utrage, .and sonie . have heard the;m . deprecate such a poJ.icy. During 
the examination; the Judge frequently and hotly intervened, inya,,riably on the 

-' side of the prosecution ; in fact, he acted as a' third cou;q.sel, on behalf of the 
Treasury.~ SpeciaHy·he protested against the succession of, w:itn'esses to general 
character alid opinion, summoned ·because in the police-Gourt proceedings, July 
20, the m~gistrate, Sir Joseph Savory, M.P., insisted on admitting, as" going to 
sho;w' the.intention of the accused," the evidence of Detective-sergeant Walsh, 
a:bont1a speech of Quinn's on Tower Hill,,Jan. 16. In cross examination, Walsh 
admitted that he had made no shorthand notes of this speech, had destroyed 
such notes as he had made, and had concqcted his report with " the assistance of 
other officars." · · 1 

1 

The same detective made some intere.sting statements during his cross exami­
nation on July 30. He opined that the Common.weal and N e'lessity groups con­
sist of the same persons.'* He also "beli<;)ved that the Freedom Group of Anarch· 
ists deprecate outrage." (Echo report, July 30.) 

During the procesdings, Mr. Farrelly complained that the friends of the pri· 
soneri were being kept out of court, the judge declined to interfere, and Walsh 
stepped into the box and declared that t)J.e said 'friends were all " dangerous cha­
racters"; whereupon the whole jury rose trembling to their feet and the foreman 
implored his lordship that these awful persons might not be admitted. One of 
those ex.eluded on this ridiculous pretext was a gentleman unknown to the pri· 
soners, who came to look on out of curiosity, and· forthwith went off and wrote 
an indignant p~otest in the Westminster Gazette. "The under sheriff refused my 
request, saying he wondered a member of the well-to-do classes should take inter· 
est in the case, and adding, 'Our object is to get such men out of the way as 
quickly as possible.'" (Westm,i'nster Gazette, July 30.) Indeed, ,it is easy to 
conduct a trial practically with closed doors when the court is, as the Sim puts 
it,. " simply loaded with constables in private clothes.'' Every passage, as well 
as the co.urt itself, was blocked with these gentry, who occupied their leisure in 
insulting and treading on the toes of any Anarchist they could spot among those 
waiting for admission. , 

Mr. Farrelly's line of defence was to explain the true political views of the 
accused, and the absurdity of prosecuting mt:>n to-day on the strength of an oh,• 
solete Sedition law, based on a servility to royal power which has now happily 
vanished. . 

The witnesses for· tha prosecution remained in the gallery during the whole of 
the the proceedings, loudly applauding the judge when he interfered with the 
counsel's arguments and declined .to hear evidence as to the prisoners' real opin• 
ions. The jury requested that the witnesses for the defence might only come 
into court one at a time, evidently thinking that the Rev. Bruce Wallace &c. car· 
ried bombs in their pockets, but this absurd demand was finally overuled. 

When called upon to speak for himself, Cantwell stated that he had never 
advocated outrages. Quinn sai!l the same, and pointed out how un-Christian the 
law was; he protested against a man being prevented from openly speaking out 
his honest convictions. · · 

. ' The judge summed up dead against the prisoners, the jury found them guilty 
on aU counts-sedition, incitement to murder and the bomb leaflet, and they 
were sentenced to-six months' irnprisonrnent ! 

So ended the :first attempt in England to prosecute Anarchists for the expreS· 
sion of their opinions-'-in one of the absurdest judicia1 fiascos which ever made 
law courts ridiculous. The defenders of "law and order" are destroying the 
presti~e of their fetish more effectually than could any words of our•. We can 
only hope that they may go on as they have begun. 

RECEIVED BY THE DEFENCE COMMITTEE 
Up to A-iigust 6 

FOR PRISONERS' FOOD AND LEGAL EXPENSES: 

Collections : By the Canning Town Gron p, £1; Elvin, 3s.; Gundersen, 9s . . 6d.; 
Lapie, 5s.; Abraham, 7s.; Primmer, £1 10s. lcl.; Moore. 3s. 6d.; in Regent's 
Park, £1 ls. lOcl.; Hyde Park, 9s. Old.; Deptford Broadway, 6s.; Opposite Rox· 
ton Church, 3s. 

J?o!iations: William Mprris, £2; E. Carpenter, £i; Walter Crane, £1; Em.est 
W ilhams, lOs.; A. S. C. , £1 ; Fauset Macdonald, £1 14s. Sd. ; A. Henry, 10s.; 
L. S .. Bevington, 5s.; Anon, £1 6s.; .Rossetti, 17s.; L. & F. Hyde, 6s. 6d.; N. 
F. D., 3s. 6d.; Olsen, ls. 6d.; Wright, 2s.; a friend, 10s.; R. Peddie, ls.; 
"Willesden," 5s.; C. C. Davis, ls.; E. Warner, ls.; J. Golding; 5s.; Reece, ls.; 
Blatt, 2s. ~d.; Fisch, ls. 6d.; Roland, 2s. 6d.; Matthias, 3s.; ·H. Seymour, ls.; 
A. R., 2d.; Belcher, 3d.; M. 0., 5s.; and the fallowing Groups; Deptford, 14s. 
Hd.; Portsmouth, 5s.; WimbledonS.D.F., 5s.; Aberdeen, 10s.; Norwich, 6s.6d.; 
Li!iCester, 6s.; Liverpool, 10s. ; Dundee, 6s.; Torch, £1.; H. Cook, 2s. 

Loans: Freecloni Group, £1 ; 'Weal Group, £1 10s. 6d: 

As there appears to be a tl.aw i:n the indictment, it seems probable that, Qll 

appeal, our comrades may be at once liberated. The Defence Committee earnestly 
beg for further aid for this purpose.-J. PRESBERG, Sec . 

THE 
CONQUEST OF BREAD~ 

- By, PETER KROPOTKINE.' 

CHAPTER VI.-DwELLINGS. 
' . L I , 

THOSE who have watched at all closely the growth of certain ideas among 
the ":orkers must have noticed that on one momentous questi,on- the 
housmg of the pebple, namely-it unanimous conclusion has been 
insensibly ar~l.ved at. It is a known fact that in the large towns of 
France, and m many of the smaller ones also, the, workers are coming 
gradually to the conclusion that dwelling houses are in no sense the 
property of those whom the State recognises as their owners. 

TI:is id~a has evolv~d naturally ~n the minds of the people, an~· 
nothmg will ever conv~nce them agam that the "rights of property 

. ~ought to extend to houses. 
T~e house was not built by its owner. It was erected, decorated and 

furnished by innumerable workers, in the timber .yard, the brick field; 
and the workshop, toiling for dear life at a minimum wage. . 

The mo:r;iey spent by the owner was not the product of his own toil. 
It was amassed, like all other riches, by paying the workers two-thirds 
or only a .half of what was their due. 

* For the hen.fit of readers not acquainted with Anarchist organisation, we here 
state that each group is an entirely sepa!abe body, with its own p'olicy, and the 
members of the Commonweal and Necessity groups are none of them the same. 
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I 
Moreov:er-and it is here that the en9rmity of the whole proceeding 

becoll!-es·me>st glaring-the house owes its actual . value to the profit 
which the owner can make out of it. Now, this profit results fro.m 
the fact that his house · is built in a town possessing bridges, 
quays- a~d fine public buildings, and affo.rding . to its inhabitants. a 
thousand comforts· and conveniences unkn'own in villages; a 1town paved 
and -lighted with gas, in regular communication with other towns, and 
itself a cmitre of industry, commerce, science and a:rt; ~~own which 
the work of twenty or thirty generations has gone to render habitable, 
healthy and beautiful. · 

A house in certain parts of Paris may be valued at thousands of 
pounds sterling, not · becaus~ thousands of pounds' worth 9f labor have 
been expended on- that particular house, but because iB is in Pal'.is ; . 
b~cause for centuries workmen, artists, thinkers and men of, learni~g 
and letters have c.ontributed to make Paris what it is to-day---:a centre 
of industry, commerce, politics, art and science; beca,use Paris has a 
past; because, thanks to literature, the names of its streets are house­
hold words in foreign countries as well as at home; because it is the , 
fruit of eighteen centuries 9f toil, the work of fifty generations of the 
whole French nation. 

Who then can appropriate to himself the tiniest plot of ground, or 
the meanest building, without committing a flagrant injustice? Who 
then has the right to sell to any bidder the smallest portion of the 
common herit~ge ? 

On that point, as we have said, the workers are agreed. The idea of 
free dwellings showed its existence very plainly during the siege of 
Paris, when the cry was for an abatement pure and simple of the terms 
demanded by the landlords. It appeared again during the Commune 
of 1871, when the Paris workmen expected the Comm•_mal Council to 
decide boldly on the abolition of rent. And when the New Revolution 
comes it will be the first question with which ~he poor will concern 
them2elves. 

Whether in time of Revolution or in time of peace, the worker must 
be housed somehow or other: he must have sbme sort of roof over his 
head. But, howeYer tumble-down and squalid your dwelling may be, 
there is always a landlord who can evict you. True, during the Revo­
lution he cannot find bailiffs and police-sergeants to throw your rags 
and chattels into the .street, but who knows what the new government 
will do to-morrow? Who can say that it will not call in the aid of 
force again, and set the police pack upon you to hound you out of your 
hovels? We have seen the Commune proclaim the remission of re:uts 
due up to the lst of April only!* After that rent had to be paid, though 
Paris was in a state of chaos and industry at a standstill, so that the 
revolutionist had absolutely 'nothing to depend on but his allowance of 
:fifteen pence a <lay ! 

Now the worker must be made to see clearly that in refusing to pay 
rent to a landlord or owner he is not simply profiting by the disorgani­
sation of authority. He must understand that the abolition of rent is 
a recognised principle, sanctioned, so to speak, by popular assent; that 
to be housed rent-free is a right proclaimed aloud by the people . . 

Are we going to wait till .this measure, which is in harmony with 
every honest man's sense of justice, is taken up by the few Socialists 
scattered among the middle-class elements, of which the provisionary 
government will be composed? vVe should have to wait long- till the 
return of .reaction, in fact! ' . 

That is why, refusing uniforms ar.id badges-thos(i) outward signs of 
authority and servitude-and remaining people among the people, the 
earnest revolutionists will work side by side with the masses t:Q.at the 
abolition of rent, the expropriation of houses, may become an accom­
plished fact. They will prepare the soil and encourage ideas to grow in 
this direction, and when the fruit of their labors is ripe the people will ·' 
proceed to expropriate the house~ without giving heed to the theories 
which will certainly be thrust in their way-theories about paying ' 
compensation to landlords, and suchlike ineptities. 

On the day that the expropriation of houses takes place, on that 
day, the exploited workers will have realised that the new times have 
come, that they will no longer have to bear the yoke of the rich and 
powerful, that ~quality ~as ~een proclaimed on the house·-tops in very' 
truth~ that this revolut10n is a real fact, and not a theatrical make­
believe, like too many others which went before. 

II. 

IF the idea of expropriation be adopted by the people it will be ~arried 
into effect in spite of all the "unsurmountable" obstacles with which 
we are menaced. · 

Of course the good folk in new uniforms, seated in the offi~ial arm­
. chairs of the Hotel de Ville, will be sure to busy themselves in heapina 
up obstacles. They will talk of giving compensation to the landlord~ 
of preparing statistics, and drawi:i;ig up long repbrts. Yes,. they would 
be capable of drawing up i:e.ports long ei:iou&'h to outlast the hopes of 
the people, who, after waitmg and starwrng m enforced idleness and 
seeing nothing come of all these official researches, would lose hea;t and 
faith in the Revolution and abandon the field to the reaoticm'aries. The· 
new bureaucracy would end . by making expropriation hateful in the 
eyes of all. · 

Here, indeed, is a rock l which might shipwreck our hopes. But if 
the people turn a deaf ear to the specious arguments used to ,dazzle 
them and realise that new life needs new conditions, and. if they under-

* The decree of the 30th March: by this decree rents . due up to the terms 
of October,. 1870, and January and .April, 1871, were annulled. 

take the tllt.sk themselves, . then iexr>ropriation can be effected without 
any great difficu~ty. . , ' · 

1 
· 

" But how ? How can expropriation be achieved ? " you ask us. 
We are about to reply to that question, but with a reservation. We 
have no intention of tracing out the plans of ekpropriation in their 
smallest: details. we know beforehand that all that any man, or group 
of ~e~, could suggest . to-day would be far surpassed by the reality 
when it .comes. The human spirit will accomplish greater things, and 
accomplish them better and in a simpler way than any one could dictate 
beforehand. Thus we are conten.t to indicate the methods by which 
exprqpriation might he accomplished without the intervention of govern­
ment. We do not propose to go out of our way to ·answer those who 
qeclare, that the thing is impossible. we confine ourselves to replying 
that we are not the upholders of any particular method of organisation. 
We are only concerned to demonstnte that expropriation co'µld be 
effected by popular initiative, and could not be effected by any other 
means whatevei~. 

It seems very likely tliat, as soon as expropriation is fairly started, 
groups of volunteers will spring up in every district, stre/et, and block 
of ~ouses, and un.dertake to enquire into the number of fiats and houses 
which are empty and of those which are overcrowded, the unwholsome 
sl:ims and the houses which are too spacious for their occupants, ;md 
might 'Yell be used to house those who are stifled in sw~rming tene-
1?-ents. In a few days, these volunteers would have drawn up complete 
lists f.or the str~et and the district, of all the fiats, tenements, family 
mans10ns and villa residences, all the rooms and suites of rooms,-htalthy 
and unhealthy, s~all '.1nd l~rge, fretid dens and homes of luxury. 

Freely commumcatmg with each other, these volunteers would soon 
have their statistics complete. False statistics ran be manufactured in 
b~ard ro?ms_ '.1ncl offices, but true and exact statistics must begin 
with the in~ividual, ~1:d mount up from the simple to the complex. • 

Then, without wai~mg for any one's leave, those citizens will prob­
ably go and find .their comrades :who were liv~ng in miserable gELrrets 
a_nd hovels and will say to them simply : "It is a real Revolution this 
time~ comrades, an.d no mistake about it. Come to such a place this 
evenmg; all t~e ne1ghborhood will be there; we are going to re-distri­
bute the dwellrng houses. If you are tired of your slum-garret come 
and choose one of the flats of five rooms that are to be disposed of and 
when Y?U have once moved in you shall stay, never fear. The p~ople 
are up m arms, and he who would venture to evict you will have to 
answer to them." 

"But every one will want a fine house or a spaciou's fiat!" we are 
told. No, you are mistaken. It is not the people's wa.y to clamour for . 
the moon. On the contrary, every time we have seen theni set about 
repairing .a wrong we have been struck by the good sense and instinct 
for . justice which · animate the masses. Have we ever known them 
~emand the impossible? ;Have we ever seen the people of Paris fight­
rng among themselves while waiting for their rations of bread or 
:firewo.od during the two sieges? The patience and resignation which 
prev:a1led among them was constantly held -qp to admiration by the 
foreign Press correspondent~, ~nd yet these patient waiters knew full 
well that the last comers would have to pass the clay without food or 
fire. 
. "'! ~ do n~t deny th~t ~here are plenty of egoistic instincts in isolated 
rndividual.s m our societies. We are quite aware of it. But we con­
tend that the very way to revive and nourish these instincts would be 
to con?ne st~c questions as the housing of the people to any board or 
committee, i°: fact to the tend.er me~cies of, officialism in any shape or 
form. Then rndeed all the evil pass10ns spring up; and it become:s a 
case of who is the most influential .person on the board. The least 
inquality causes wranglings and recriminations . If the smallest adva­
tage is given to any one a tremendous hue and cry is raisecl~and not 
without reason ! 

J?ut if the people themselves, organised by streets, districts and 
parishes, undertake to move the inhabitants of the slums into the half­
~mptyd.w_ellin~s of the I?-icld.le classes, thetrifii1:1g inconveniences, the littie 
mequahti~s ":'ill be easily tided over. Rarely has appeal been made to 
the good rnstmcts of the masses-only as a last resort to save the sink­
ing s~ip i~ times of i:evolution-but 'ne:rer has su~h an appeal been 
made m vam ; the heroism, the self devot10n, of the toiler has neVier 
failed to respond to it. And thus it will be in the coming Revolution, 

But when all is said and clone, some inequalities some inevitable 
injustices will remain. There are individuals in our ~ocieties whom no 
great crisis ca])_ lift out of the deep ruts o.f egoism in which they are 
sunk. The question, hm.~ev.er, is not whether there will be injustices ' -
or no, but rather how to limit the number of them. · 

Now all .history, all the experience of the human race and a.11 social 
psychol?~y, ur\ite in showin% that the best and fairest ;:vay is to tru·s17 
the decision t~ those whom it concerns most nearly. It is they alone 
who can consider and allow for the_ hundred and one details which 
must necessarily be 1overlooked in any merely official redistribution. 

THE VOLU.NTARY STATE & ~ VOLPN· 
. TA~Y TAXATION; THE FREE LIFE, ld., 

monthly; edited ~y Auberon ·Herbert ;· says : "Use moral force instead 
of b:ute .force; ~bandon t~e 1:1ad struggle for power; cultivate volun­
taryJ.Sm mall thrngs; mamtam the absolute ·· ownership of each o:ver 
his qwn f'.1culties and his own property/' Order from Marlborough, 
51, <?Id Bailey, E.C.; or .Auberon Herbert, Rmgwood. Yoluntaryist papers sent 
gratis by A.H. · [ADVT.] 

,.,. 
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la1ntes.," .hais several Rife ;pli:s~~ges on't'lte ¥llaCI_fi'ess•t:ehvhic'F:t: ·va:i:J-iamentfrr,r · 
a~scmhl'~es· aire l~a"bfe at'>c\tttair~ . ~~mentss. •$adli ·a %f>eot3:eli··8f insaMty 
wa<s aflHrdetl 1>y -the 1Floench ChamMr iil ,:iius ·Jliscussibh «3£ "'Hie Anti­
Anai·chist )}arw; past;ed by· the Chambe'r July 26. -~hfs; 1~efbtiful~; is flie 
~o·st'e:ttrabrdinairy ·M ;~act:irrents. lt 'e'mfb'em~s atl th'e 1:1.i-Hi~:Ht_Hne~s 'Qf 
the ~Russia111\)ol'ice m the shape of a -dMy-vE>tea b&#stitution~'l Htw. Ml 
affairs concerning the rA.narclfists are ~hi:tnded ·over "t0 th~ potice,!.~au.tts; 
which,, 'in iFratlce,, ·rure credi'ted with •ffe'Ver acqurtting a!nyaite, 'a:lid, rtl 
politieal matters; are the obedient se1•vall'tlts ·of .the Goveri1meitt. '1\fofe~ 
over, the court has the right of prohibiting the puBJica·tibn bf ·tn.e -pr~~ 
c·eediwgs. Each time sentence ©'.f iHipdso"hme-nt is 1.:fr0noti1ic~&, oeitfor 
wri:bten 'or verba:l ·pr6pagan(fa, (fr f3imply for private eonvefsatibn 
a;pprd~ing Anarchist idetrs or acts, tlt~ 'c'lil•1Wit will be trail'sfror ted its 
Cayenne for life-that is; for 'seven years: this being the -· a'iferage life 
of Et1.ropeans in that hot bed 0f fever. •Art idles fo newspfl:pets fa.l'l uhae·r 
-this law; sb a;lso opinion's expressed in -private letters and cohversatib:ris 
in p;-ivate houses, reports 'by servahts•of what they have they ha"V~. heara 

OVER 
t·hT<'mgh keyholes being sufficierit legal testimbny ! · 

On July 26, Meunier, who to the Mst mai:nt.ained -his innocence, wa§ 
_condemned to penal servitud.e for life.. He refused fo ·sign an appe'kl. 

As we gG to press the great triall 6f th'e thirty Anarchists ( setedted 
out of 366) for 'belonging to an "assci'cia!tion of miscreants " is still pf'o­
ceeding; every day brings more syI?-1pathy for the A'nat·chists a:trd -dil:i­
~ust for the government. we hope to give a full account in ou'r· n'e±t­
lSSt.e. 

_ /. ___ . 
"THIS is the substance of the declaration 'read by the i~terpr'eter ofthe 

assa:~sin of M. Carfi<9t, at yester"day'·s sitting df the Lyons 
Fmnce. Assize dourt. This f5taterhent is in s'Ome sort the reprbduc­

ni0n of Henry's read on April 29 to the Seine j·t11'y. Li'ke the author 
of the Cafe · Tet'~inus and i'tue des Hons Enfaiits explosiorn:;, Caserio 
declai·es himself indifierl!ltit 'to· any other verdict but his own, for he is 
amenable o'n:ly to .himself. He says that his ·crime is· a legitimat'e ·a:'ct of 

. v~ngeance for the persecutions directed a.gainst the Anarchists. For­
merly he conformed to existing morality like other people ·; 1'/l.it t11'e 
injustices and iniquities of life, its mortifications and its struggles, have 
C>pened his eyes to the tru_th. He was told that the "\.vay w~s open td 

, intelligent and energetic men; he saw that suecess was attamed onl! , 
by the cynical, by those who know how to cringe . . In the s?cia~ insh:: 
tutiobs, which he was t0l<i were based upon equality and 3ust1ce, he 

_found only knavery and lies. Honor, duty, devotion, were words ven?r­
ated only by the simple hearted, and served to cloak the most shameful · 
baseness. His illusions vanished. Everywhere he met ~~-ith the same 
pleaslJ_res amongst one set of people, the same sufferings amongst the 
other. Then he called himself au Anarchist, for he had the love of 
liberty, respecb for individnal initiative. He was one of thse who desired 
to change the social order; to cause the religious and authoritarian 
morality, bas~d on false notions, to disappeai:·; to put an end to the 

. principle of autho1~ity,. ·which is btl.t the ancienb i'elic of faith in a suprell1;e 
power. Jt, is not Goel who has created me11; it is men who'.· for their 
own' interest, have created Goel . As for a jingo patriotism, it is a 
delusion . Such as he could feel no patriotism. Birds remain in their 
nests only because they find well- being there. He strove against the 
existing social organisation, and his hatred grew at the spectacle of a 
world •vhere a.ll is vile and ugly and equivocal; where everything fetters 
th free expansion of human passion, the flight of thought, the generosity 
-0£ the .deart . J-I e wished to strike at one of the chiefs of the society he 

- · hated. He was pitiless, for he saw that neii;her would society have pity 
upon him. Having given death, he should lofow how sutfe::.· it:-' In 
conclusion, the assassin of JYI . Carnot said. that nothing could destroy 
Anarchism. Anarchism is born of tbe womb of a rotting ai1d disinte­
grating Society. It is a violent reactjon ag<tinst the established order. 
I t represents the aspirations towards equality a.nd freedom, which are 
battering down existing authority and will annihihte it~ He declares 
t hat he 'offers' his head, but predicts that his cleRth will but give new 
\vir;gs to the Anarchist movement." 

· -L'Inclepencfonce Belge1 Aug. 5, 1894. 
rrhe issue containing the above was seized an~ confiscctecl by the police 

a t Lille, on the Franco-Belgian frontier. The Italian Government talk 
of prose9uting Lei T1·ibiinci, the only other paper in Em ope which has 
ventured to give the purport of Santo's defence. A foll and fairly im­
partial account of his interrogation in court, on August 2nd, will be 
found in the Tirnes~ 2.1elegn.iph, Ch1·onicle, Stcmdcii·d, and other dailys 
of August 3. Santo's attitude throughout was frank and bold. ·when 
asked questions about other Anarchists, be invariably replied simply: 
"I am not in· the police'." The · J ry disagreed about their verdict, but 

, a majority found bim guilty and .he was condemned to,deatb. He refuses 
to appeal, but· his counsel, on his own accomit, is trying to soften the 

_. hard heart of Perier the reactionary. Before trja.1, Caserio Santo was 
abominably tortured in prison by a cruelly devised complexity of tight 
straps, fastened to the wall and so arranged as to perpetually cramp his 
whole body. The pretext: he might try to kill himslf ! J?ut even this 
continuous torture could not wring from him the names of any comrades, 
and the police have, in consequence, been unable to construct an "An­
archist plot" for the i·emoval of Carnot and are forced to accept the truth 
that Santo acted soleb: oh his own initiative. Caserio Santo is the son . 
of an Italian boatman~ His life has been that of an honest, hard­
working man; a good son and brother, who has never allowed his 
family's opposition to his principles to alienate his affection from them. 
In 18~2 he was sentenced to eight months' imprisonment, at Milan, 
for distributing Anarchist pamphlets aomng soldiers, and left Italy in '93 
to escape his sentence and avoid the conscription. Latterly he worked 
in a bakery at Cette, in spite of a left arm devoured by lupus (tuber­
,culosis of the skin). _For 15 days' work he earned £1 ; for 4s. 2d. he 
bought a dagger, and with the rest travelled as far as he could towards 
Lyons; the last 20 m!les he walked, and on entering, the town straightway 
committed the deed he came to do. 

EmileLeverdays, m his excellent book, "Les Assemblees Par-

I 
I 

~**Other tiou:ri't'rit3s helet over fol.· want of space. Thanks for MS. and papers 
on American events frdm Comr'ade Owen and others; too late for this nion-th, 
will be used next . 

"Outside London.'' 
IN the black night, along the mud-deep roads, 

Amid the threateni~1g boughs and ghastly streams, 
Hark l sounds_ that gud the darknesses like goa<ls, 

llfurmurs and rumours and reverberant dreams, 
'l'ramplings, breaths, movem.ents, . and a little light-

The marching of th e Army of the Night! ' 

Th~ stricken men, the mad brute-beasts are keepinO' 
No more thei1: places in the ditch or holes, 

0 

But rise and join us, and the women, weepin<T 
Beside the roadways, rise like clemon-soi1ls.

0 

Fill up the ranks l What shimmers there so bright ? 
The bayonets of the Army of the Night ! 

Fill up the ranks l We march in steadfast column 
In wavering lines yet fo rming more and more ; ' 

lifen, women, children, sombre, silent, solemn, 
Rank follows rank like billows to the shQre. 

Dawnwards we tramp, to,\yarcls thr:; day and light. 
On, on and up, the Army of the Night! 

FRANCIS ADAMS. 

C 0 R R E S ~,~9 N D E N C E. 
FREE , SPEECH SUP PR EfSSED IN lVIANCHES'l'ER. 

DEAR' .CbMRADE,_-A deliberate attem~t ~~s been _m ade here in l\fanchestet by 
the vVatch Cm~mittee of the Manchester Lorporat10n to s uppress the rio-M of 
public m~eting. They have _given instruct_ions to th~ chief c?nstabJe to su;press 
any m~etmg h~ld by Anarchists, a;nd, actmg upon rnstruct10ns received, Chief 
Detective Camrnada suppreS"sed t he u~u-al meet ing held in S"tevenson-square ·on 
Sunday afternoon, J .uJy 8th. The re'aso1i, according to the Press (ana we have liad 
none from a~}'." o~~er so;?-rce), _being that the ~~archists have spoken approving·ly 
of the assassrnanon ·or Pres1dent Qarnot. lhe truth or falsbood ·of the above 
3:ccusatio~ seems to us to be be.side the mark; the question at issue is, ought pub-

- he meetrngs to ,be suppressed on accoum of what one or two of the soeakers 
may have said ? If anyone i:s guilty of an illeg·al act, let that person be pro~ecuted, 
but do not let us allow such a dangerous precedent as this to pass without 
protest. ,We appeal to all lovers ,of free speech for their assistance.-! remain 

Yours truly, 
. ALPHEUS ROUND. 

1 Sec. Manchester Anarchist Group 
92, Woocllack Buildings, Strange"·ays, Manchester. · 

Evol"U.tion a-t t 'h:e :xx. Int;e:rn.a-tion:al 
M ·ed.ical. Cong1"l)ess, Rome. 

AT the·.t~ien'.na;l International Medical Congress, held in R~me this year, 
many rmportant papers were read upon Evolution in its relation to 
disease : and more and more the medic.11 world seems waking up to ,the 
fact that the ,profession of medicine and that of sociology are intimately 
connected. Medicine, at one time wholly curative, seeking only to 
alleviate suffering and to cure diRease, has of late. years givep. much 
attention to the prevention of disease by hygienic means; and gradually 
is abi:iorbing· the great truth of c0mplete revolution in society as the 
only means for removing the first cause. Were it not for vested inter­
ests, and all the discomfort in externa) circumstances, . following a 
declaration of truth and acting up to convi ·1tion, the medical profession 
as a w1:.ole would be found in the front advocating free use of social 
surgery in the light of true philosopJ;lic me,di<?i1Pe. , _ _ .. 

Taking advantage of the opportunity of ca~ying the light t9 the 
head waters of modern medicine, Comrade Mac1don;:tld read a paper at 

_,Rome upo!1 Evolution and Sociology, in answer b~ a question ask~d by, 

\ 
t 
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/ 
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it'We' ca'mmi;tti~~:·0ftt£h< _.lrit'&tinit°io11af Co1lgfess ot Ev$"iitti6rlIB't~, h~1ff M prepartng-1 :for us a future of bl~ss . . '.it is so attractive fo ta~e £~~ fr1gf£.:. 
~~~~·a:g>-O~ lalst fea1~; 'iINriiely· :--"'.;;· ful .difficulties of a compl.foated -problem through -rose tinted spectacles, 

Can th~ doct1·ine ,_of Evolution in its sociological aspects· o/e1· wiSe especiaHy w~ll.~µ "\ve are soothed 1'y tlie ·genuine conviction tna~ modern 
sii!Jfj'r;et~dn>s'Jdi-"tWid'rJlitt~on' of the' !P•'tlile s'c/cictl quesi~oni oJ 0"1),1~ tln'ie? science ·:tM. philosophy have ta'l'ight us'. the consoling trtltlt; And this 

· ' ' so-called ", )aw,'' as set forth by Marx, is coated with aill t'.fie· ~ppearance 
lf thl( Ev0lution .<;,>f . ~falthµs, Dar.win,, Spencer, 31n9. Hu:dey, were of philosophy a:nd science. . · 

.it'c~11p~ed~ if ,, s~ruggle ·for; exfatence" and" survival of. die fi.ttes~ ,; we~·e \ . 
tgi'Efn anne ojie faw of evol~tion of ~i;tn ftom animals, then the out-=-, . "The capifolfs't mode of appropdati'<ffi; the resul'.t of the d~it'!Hist mode· of 
- . . ~ . . .,, d , . . , . ·- :r,1~~d~c, ~?n, :r,~·oauces ca~p1t,a1isf private ·J_Jfoperfy. !ihis· i.s,tlie fiflf~ ~egatt?·n or ,., 
rMit Woufd. iliueea be .ark: and notliim-g but perpetual sfruggle afid :mihv1dual pnva:te property; 'as fotrnd'ed cm: the labor of ~Ite ptopnetoi;. But 

·c0in]?'~t.i~iqn cp'ulH' p~tain fa s~C;iety. Ll:icretius might be ,pointed 'fo as carpitalist' produc~ion begets, wi;th th~ inexorability of a la'v Of N a.ture, i.ts_.o~}!i 
~f·ei -8.1.1ty lug'l,C:al ,p?J.ilosopii·er ;. tie, ~Bo wrote ' a Jcmg poem .fo pro;ve tlfat, i:iezation. It is tlie negation· of ,_1egation. . . . This expropriation [of man¥ 

l
· tt, • o.lUL ,,, ·' • ' i,,, 1. ·· · - · d '· · · - · .. .. ·- k"ll 'd capitalists by fow] is a'ccomplisned by the action Of th·e imminent laws o·f cap'i'::' 
~1.e- 'Y.1:1- .' not Woi:·tn iv1rlgi, a v1sed general . suicide, and logically · i e . . · ~iist pToducti:oii itself, by t'fre centralisaticSn of capital. . . . Aldng -«;~th the 

ll.tm'. ~f. · · · 1 • • do1rstantiy dim'ilit.ishi'n-g 1innilfer of the macrnaites of capital,. who usur-p and mo'rfo' . .' 
tHl:hv·ih~ · acce1>-Mri.f th'e 1.iitri-ow and' ':fa tally 'fa1Se co.nclusion of Malth us polise all ad van Lages of this' process of tra~sformatii:m, grows the· mass Of' misery.;' 

that p,opulat.iori and food suppiy are at variance, that tfiere is not enough· qpyression, slavery, degradation, exploitation." ("Capital," Vol. II.; P· 788-9, 
fo:r li.11, s,i:w in "struggle for _ ex~stence" a supposed key to the origin English edition.) 
-of species; and, finally pb~ishing_ up the-idfP~, gave us "Natural Selec- YeS', -poverty grows, but not among the middle classes, not among 
tion ''--a. poetically true, but philosophically false, conception of the the small capitalists; rather among the workers, the prod~1qers. .. -,- . . 
gr~c~ss of evoh1tion.. It ~s wron:g to compare ·artificial -~erection, .. in It is thirty-five years $ince the publication of "C~pital"; full fifty, 
Breeding animals, with se1eation on the part of Nature. Nature is im- years have gone by since Marx formulated that law which must aict "as 
passive and cannot select. Darwin's "Natural Selection" split into the metamo~·phoses in nature.': I-t is therefore highly probab~e that the 
two fields the truth, or one ha.If of the £r11th rather, of evolution- law sho.uld be exemplified by at least some few economic phenomena. 
namely, Nc1,tiiral Restriction and Natural Selection jl'om, the point of view Dur~ng this period production and exchange haive rec€ived an unhea~d 
-oft~ A nirnc1,l. Darwin himself found the defect of his view in study- of impetus, private fortunes amounting to millions have been accumu­
ing birds and higher mammals: he ha-d to invent the idea of sexual lated, colossal companies have developed their resources; according to ' 
.selection. Had he only generalised from this, the complete idea would the law the number of small capitalists ought 

1

to h·ave diminishe-d; a:t 
have stood out. , least, no increase ought to have talcen place in _thefr numbe1·s. Let us see 

The principles' of Evolutioi1 are, then, (1) Natural Sel~ctio~ of the what Engiish statistics have to say in this matter. 'l limit myself t0, 
~nimal; (2) Mutu~l Aid, _as sho~ by Ki·op0tkine; pArhaps more use- England, because this cou'n'ti'y is famed, above all things, as a land of­
fully given as Natural Ass·ocia"'tion; and (3) Natural Restric~ion. capitalist production; because Marx himself based all his dialectiea'l! 

From the first we derive our idea'S of Anar·chism-self preservation; speculations on tl~e analysis of Englis~ economic life. The figures' r 
from the second, our mora-lity and economics-mutual assistance; and quote are well known. · . 
from the third, our ideas of revolt. Revolt says to tyranny and The national wealth of this country has increased since the beginning 
-oppression, ir vasion and infringement of individual welfare: "Thus far of the centm·y as follows:- _ ~ 
shalt thou go and no farther!" It is Natural Restriction consciously EsTIMATED IN MILLIONS OF PouNns STERLING . 
. interpret ed. · Therefore the logical answer t0 the Chicago question is:-

1. Ackn owledge the 'h (fht of individii@l freedom, cmcl 1iwidcl you1· in-sti­
tiitio?Vs to tliis idea. 

2. Recognise tfie natii1"cd fm·ce of Voluntcii'y Associdtibn. . 
3. A d-iri;it the 1•iglit of ?·evolt' on the part oJ in dividiicils: antl n:dher· tlicin 

st1·ive to hincle1· revolt st1·ive to c~il-tivcite the idea of ivlitd 1night b·e 
called rnoleciilcw 1·evolt, so that the 1?:ecessity of la1y;e1· fo?·nis ioill. die 
oiit. 

As the individual g11.i:t.dually t egains co:tnpleteness; complete in sefec­
tion. (free), complete tn association (co'rnni'unist), complete in courage 
{a rebel), ANARCHIS'r COMMUNISM 8tands out in _all its glory- the logical 
-conclusion to an all-rotmd interpretation M the trend of E volution. 

F. M. 

The 

A F ATALIST S UPERSTITION. 

I MUST beg my r eader s to pardon the following figures and my ·dry 
method of t reatment. There is a deep-se2.ted error in . some of our· 
:Socialist arguments, and, I think, it may be well worth while to spend , 
.a few minutes in looking into the matt~r. 

Every historical epoch, C;Very political party, has been stained by 
.some erroneous, and of t en mischievous, idea, wbich has been neverthe­
less at that time admitted Uy all ~he world . as undou '?..ted fact, and 
accepted by men of capacity and talent, as well as by the commonplace 
,person$ who merely swallow the opinions 0f their neighbors. Arid 
when ,it h ::1;s happGned that a false appreciation has been set forth an:d 
formulated in "scientific" or "philosophic" style its injurious dominatwn 
.has extended over generations , 
.. . ~ow we, Socialists, ~ithout distinction of party or school, all .sliare 
1n JUSt such an error. I speak of the law of the concentratiori. of 
c~pital , formulated by Marx, and repeated by Socialit:>t writers oi· 
:speakers t he world over. Go into a Sociafo;t meeting, take up the first 
Sociali~t publicatio.n y.ou see, a~d yo~1 will hear or read that capital; 
.accordrng to the scientific law of its being, tends to concentrate in the 
hands of a smaller and smaller number of capitalists, that large for­
tunes are created at the expense of smallei· fortunes and that areat 
·capitals a:·e increased by the extin~tion of little ones. This wide-s;read 
formula hes at the root of the parliamentary tactics of Sta'.te Socialists. 
From this point of view, the solution of the Social question, conceived 
by the .gr~a~ founder~ of modern. Socialism as a complete regeneration 
·of th~ inchv:dua;, as w?U as of ~oc~ety, both economically and morally-'­
becomes dehg~t1 ully s1mp~e and easy. ~ o need for an economic s~ruggle 
·day by day bei,ween exploiter and exploited ; no need to beain here and 
now ~ndeavoring to practise brotherly relations between m~n and man; 
nothmg of the sort. It is enough that the workers should vote for mem­
bers of parliamentwhocall themselves Socialists thatthenumber of these 
M.P.'s should increase to the extent of a majo~~ity in the house that 
:~ey should decree S~ate Oollectiv~s~ or Oomm~mism, and all expioit(3rs \ 
w:ll peaceably s:ubmit to the dec1s10n . of Parliament. The capitalists 
w1~l have no cholCe b1:1t unresis~ing submission, for, accordi11g t9 the 
~aw ~f the concentration of capital, their numbers wi1J. be reduced to an 
mfimtesmal proportion of the nation. . 
.. What a fine and easy prospect ! Just think: without effort or su:ffer­
:mg _on our p::irt, the inevitable law of the concentration of capital is 

Houses 
Railways 
Shipping ... 
Merchanuise 
Furniture ... 

1812. 

255 

15 
50 

130 

450 

1840. 

280 
21 
23 
70 

370 

]:-860. 

350 
348 

44 
19·0 
580 

1888. 

414 
865 
104 
344 

1,212-

These ~gure? very clearly indicate the t rue source whenc~ great for­
tunes spnng. Taking the sum total of wealth·, without counting the 
value of houses, we see that the mpdest sum of £ 195,000,000 in 1812 
is t:·ansformed in 1888 into £2,555,000,000; or, in other words, the 
nat10nal wealth in our days is 13·1 greater t han in those of our grand­
fathers, and is possessed by 158,600 rich families, and 730,500 middle­
class families, out of the 37,888,153 inhabitant s of the U nited K in adorn. 
A like progress in the increase of wealth is to be obsei·ved in all ci-~ilised 
countries. 

In F rance, according to the tables of Fournier de 'F lux and Yves 
Guyot, the . estimated figurts are: -

]£ST IM:ATED JN l\il [LJ,IONS OF POUNDS STERLING. 

Houses 
Railways 
Rhipping 
:Merchitndise 
Fui·n i tme . . . 

l 
18 26~T™o. I 1873. · 1888 . ...... 

- --- -- - -- - - -
510 '1 720 I 1, 158 1, 704 . 
:::-- 10 . 270 532 

7 I 7 12 15 
19 23 120 155 

255 I 360 675 852 

For the better understanding of the method of distribution, we will 
consult the statisties of Probate, Legacy and Succession Duties accoM­
ing to the English official returns in the years 1886-89. It appears 
that there were at that time:-

Class. 

Millionaires 
Very rich 
Rich 
M'iddle 
Struggling 
Poor 1 • • • 

No. of 
Households. 

700-
9,650 

148, 250 
730,500 

2,008,000 
3, 916,900 

Average per 
death. 

£855,000 
£190,000 
£ 2-6,500 

£ 3,200 , 
£ 340 

I 
Aggregate in 
millions of 

pounds sterling. 
599 

1,83-4: 
3,928 
2,336 

680 

. Thi~ is a summary of distribution in our own days. Let us se~ how 
the figures vary since 1845·-50, when Marx's law was formulated. 

In 1841-50 average per death £99. 
1861-70 £ 160. 

" 1871-80 £210. 
. " 1881-85 £235. 

. Counting the avera~e of incrrease at £5 a year, it appears that in the 
present year _each su?Ject of her Majesty might didpose of about £280, 
or ea.eh workmg family of £1,540. And people would try to persuade 
us that ~he ~?gland of to-day would not be capable of realising comfort 
for all its children ! But to return to our fiaures · accordina to the 
same official returns, there were in ° ' 0 

1840 fortunes over £~,OOO 1, 989. 
1877 " 4, 478. 
1840 " off1:~m £loo' to £5,000 17,936. 
1877 " " 36,438. 

. From 1876, the increase of Probate, Legacy and Succession Duties 
and that, of the Incom,..e tax took place as follows :- ' 
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SUPPLEMENT TO h ~" . 1FRtJDOM.''
1 

I . ' 

, , . 

Income tax. 

£ 5,280,000 
10, 650~ OOO ' 
12,000,000 

1 aforesaid ~ew German aristocracy the effrgp.tery t'o present the follow­
ing to the International Labor Congress _at Zurich as _ a Socialist· 
resolution :- · ,, 

"The struggle against clas!s _d?mination an(expl9it~tion must be a political 
one, having the ,conquest of political power for its e1;1-d. 

' 12, 700, 000· 
13,250,000 

· 13, 925, OOO 

This is totally false. ·The power of the rulihg class is qased on the 
wealth produced:· by the people, which is a:ppropr~ate~ by the said classes ... 
Consequently, to free themselves ~rom. this do·n;i_natio~, the p~ople must 

n 'must not b~ forgotten that ·est at.es und~r £100 esc~pe the P;obhate refuse to yield up the fruit of their toil to their :r;nasters. It is not by 
Court As wealth increases there is nothing strange m the fact t bat a political b~t. by an eco~omic ~t~~uggle; not ballot b?xe~ but b~ f3trikes ;, 

· 1 l s 't t · · l But what changes may e not by· a ·decis10n of parliament but by a well-orgamsed and t_rrnmphant the revenue of t 18 a e mcreases ai.so. 1 . t. . . th f 
f those from whom the duties and taxes are ' _·general ·strike that the p_ eop e can.· ina. ugu.ra e. a new era; • e era o 

- observed in the numbers 0 · '2 f 1 d t 1 ht d t b t 
levied? Who are, the spoilt children of our ~odern culture, . It seems economic and $Ocial equality ;. o so i ari Yi en ig ene ·, no y me a-

h l Physics, but by thorough ahd ·truly scientific ins~ructi6n. the middle classes as a w o e. '· . . h · vV T 
. . In 1840 th.ere were only 5·4 -per cent. of the whole populat10n "'." ? - . CHERKAZOY, 

ah nuall paid £ 20 a~d more as Income tax.. In 18~0 the proport~on 1: 
had ris?n to 14·5 pei~ cent,; Since 1850 the mcrease m ~he number of 
tax-paye.rs earning m?i~e· than £200 p~r ann:um only was.-

In the y ear. 

1850 
1860 
187·0 
1880 
1886 

Total No. assessed. 1. 

65,389 
85,530 ' 

130,375 
210,430 
250,000 

No. per.10,000inhabitants. 

23 
30 
42 

. 63 
70 

··It will' be seen that .in thirty-six years 'the number of tax-payei:s~wiv~ 
a yearly incoi~e above £200 has tripled. It remains to be se~n if this 

1 increase has not been brought about for the benefit of the rie~ bJ: the 
, poverty of .the petty capitalists. To avoid any pretext for obJe~tions, 
I will confine myself .exclusively fo the results of commerce and oank­
ing, as s~1mmed up by Schedule D of the Income Tax. Let us comp~re 
the figures .for two different year s, twenty years. apart, so that .them­
fl.uence 'of foe so-called law ·may be able to show l'bself ._ Let us take the 
numbers of t ax-payer s in 1868-69 and in 1889. One item only, that of 
~2 ,593, is not for 1869, but for 1875- 76. Here are the tables:-

,/ 

I nconl;e in £ Number of Tax-payers. 

1889. 

F rom £150- -200 , 92,592 162,714 
Incr ease 

300 57, 650 106,761 
72 p er cent. '400 24,854 45,133 

~00 12, 421 18, 462 

187, 518 333,070 145, 552 

600 9,528 11,964 
700 5,485 7, 423 Incr eas.e 
800 3,410 4,671 29 p er cent. 
900 3, 059 3,961 

21, 482 28,019 6,537 

1,000 1,222 1,831 
2, 000 8,959 11,850 Increase 
3,000 2, 666 3,562 28 per cent. 
4, 000 1, 320 1,692 

---- -
14,167 18,.935 4,768 

5,000-10,000 ... 1,360 1,859 
Increase 10,000-50, 000 740 969 

28 p er cent. 50, 0(j0 and• oyer 62 79 
--- --

2,152 2,907 655 

The results of this table do not see~ somehow to accord with our so­
called law. Just the opposite. . 

The 'numbers neither of potentates of .capit"'tl nor of_ smaller capital­
ists are diminished. The number ot the latter increases far more 
rapidly than that of the potentates. Whilst the increase in the num­
bers of the rich is 28 per cent. that in the lower ranks of the middle 
·class is 72 per cent. Whilst the preac1:ers of inaction were soothing 
t he people with the i9el} that the nun;iber of exploiters "\Vere gradually 
d iminishing, those numbers have in reality tripled between ·1840 and 
our own times. Where then has the action of this metaphysica~ German 
law of the exploitation of the greater number of capitalists by the 

. 3maller managed to hide itself? How does it happen that a 'law, act­
ing with the absolute certainty of the meta'rnorph?ses of Il'atur~, shows 
itself in ·real life by resultlll of exactly the opposite sort? Simply be­
cause no such law exists. We have been' saddled with this absurdity 

, by German metaphysics, the injurious influeFJ.ce of which, especially 
amongst Russians, have been as great in morals and in art as in Social­
ism, whither 'it ~as.imported by Marx and Engels. . 

R~C O-LLE C~IO .NS OF THE·-

C o ·MlVIUNE. 
By LOUISE MICHEL. 

I INTRODUCTION. 

(OontinJwd frorn "The Oommonweal" of June 9, 1894.) 
What more terrible satire could there be on our lords and master& 

than those words of Faust to the good tyrant:-
" It i~ thy very goodness th.at I dete.st ; . . ·. 

Thy goodness perpetuates the cham by g1lchng_ it, 
And the Emperor obtains the favor of the empire. 
Public cowardice is glad· to discover 
A prettu t for licking the boots of thy power." 

- V A CQU ERIE. 

Yes, it is really a new day 'that is dawning. As was .the' case thenr 
twenty years ago, so again i_t h~s remained _long un~erta1;i ; but now no. 
one can deny it, except those who have an mterest m dorng so ; no one 
can mistake it but those who desire, one knows not why, to believe their 
misery eternal--that herd of resigned ones who pursue with their 
hatred the demolishers of the slaughter-house, and then hasten to sub-

' mit their own throats to the butcher's knife. 
Resigne'd people believed, right up to the 4th September, 1870, that 

the Empire would never come to an end. Deluded for. twenty years· 
by all the Imper ial wiles, they wrought great work~ for the society of 
the Small P r ince; works for which Paris still pays such heavy taxes1 
and still owes two million pounds ; the burden being opport-q_nely aug,~ 
mented in more recent days by the expense of extraditions and police-
very costly things! · · 

The horror which surrounded the Elysee on fete days, the legend of 
the First Empire, the famous seven 1million vot~s extorted twice over 
by corruption and by ter ror,- the idioti_c struggl~s about yielding to ~he 
enemy-disgraces all too hefl:vy-constituted sohd ramparts, . on which 

, human stupidity did wonders ; nothing could equal the patience with 
which the masses nibbled at the baits thrown to them. 

However, the rampart soon disclosed breaches; invisible a~ first, but 
widen,ing soon sufficiently to allow revolt to pass through them. Oh, 
how long it seemed ! " This is the end," we said ~t each :qew crime of 
the Empire ; and yet the years rolled over the crimes, and over the 
attempts. at deliverance, until the war. We felt .it coming-the end-: 
but we had expected it so long that the moment seemed uncertain; and 
meanwhile rebellion constantly increased. 

We had imagi;ied a different end for the Ma~ of December._ ~.ften 
it was ' said, with the calm of a fixed resolut10n: ." Harmodrns,"' the 
hour has come · thou canst strike down this man with tranquility." 

And so it wduld have been, in the idea ~hat with the removal of this· 
b~rrier the whole human ocean would flow through ; but ·those ·who ·S0 

thouo·ht· were unable to get at him, or all too late obtained the mea.ns 
of doina so. Certain it is that some who remembered having shed 
-teah i1~ childhood at seeing great oak trees marked 1for the axe could 
have accomplished this deed without blanching; for it would have saved 
the lives of millions. .. 
Wh~n Louis Bonapar~e set out for the war-his wa:i; and thatof.~is· 

marck ai~cl of Eugenie; for these had each their own reasons for desmng 
it-we felt that, he was a lost man. Yet, ah, so many corpses ! More 
than ever, we 4ived those lines of " Les Ch&timents" :-

" Sonne aujourcl'hui le glas, bourdin de Notre Dame; 
Sonne aujourd'hui le glas, et demain le tocs,in." 

·. And in truth, the big bell did touncl the tocsin (alarm bell). But n~t so 
terribly as the huge bell now coming from Russia will ~ing alarm .mto 
th_e air at the ap.proaching cataclysm. This prophetic gift, symbolic of 
-th~ alliance of p(')tentates, will thunder in full peal the alliance of.peoples ; 
and still more terrific for despots will be the loud tolling ~vhich shall 
begin the combat of desP.air. Possibly it will be loud .enough to 
shake the mound where Varlin t ascended his Oalyar'y. : 

For forty yea:r:s a more than Mal}.omedan neo-fatalism has been taught 
t o the workers of the civil~sed worlsl ! Not only by ambitious preten­
ders like Guesde and the new German aristocrats known as " socialist " 
deput ies, but by valuable and courageous nien; men of genius like W. 
M orr is, and qf abi~ity and education like H ; M. Hyndman. 

It is difficmlt to estimat e the evil which this imaginary law has woi'ked 
in modern Socialism. Thanks to it, Marx and Engels, in the "Com­
munist Manifesto," laid down t h '3 dictum that the emancipation of the . 

/ working classes must be' brought abo~t by a ~lass war, . this war being · 
a political struggle. It underlies all Social Democratic tactics. Thanks 
to it, we are hampered by such absolute nonsense as that the social 
qu~~tion is merely a matter of politic~l ,reform: :Finally, it gave the 

, I , , ~· \ 

* Harmoclius and Aristo o-iton were Athenian nobles, exe.c\1t e'd for ·conspiring to 
slay Hippias, tyrant of Athe11S, and his brother Hipparclws . . 'In afte1· yea.rs· 
they were honored-by Nie Athenian R.epublic as martyrs and ~ehYerers. 

tVarlin and Malon were ' tJ1e two mos,t prominent irnmbers of_fthe I.W.M . .A.d 

r . 

,in France. Varlin, a bookl5'ind_er by trade, was a man of her91c and devot~~ 
charactEjr, . who ·gave a revolutionary tone to the rno~ e111ent·. He >ms h co in 
!nander of the fecler(ltetl guards who proc,laimed the Commune, ~ and w:as

1 
s 0~ 

th~ ::M:ay_massacre. ' His cleat~ h:as been surrounded by a halo of p~etic ~gen s. 
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Those of us who witnessed th~ dawn of 1871 know how to recognise 
-,the aurora of revolution. This time it is a stupendous centenary morn~ 
ing; the whole .horizon ,is lit up. The survivers of the ~ecatomb, those 
who have re.ceived the .heritage of the dead, now in thought unite those 
past days with the days approaching; once more the songs 'of revolt fill 
the air, as they did twenty years ago ; and, dead or living, the speckes 
. arise. 

In '71 it was not the guns of the people which gathered the harvest; 
·the butchers of Versailles slaughtfured the herd. Who knows how it 
will go this time? One thing is; certain: there will be no cessation of 
hostility again until deliverance be won. 

The outward forms wherein the eternally young Idea clothes itself 
.change like a garment ; the means of combat. also necessarily change. 
But the approach of revolution is like the approach of a tempest; and 
.the signs are unmistakable; human beings are caught up into the 
1nfluence which, so to speak, groups them and parts them; and action 
runs ahead of argument. Just as in a cyclone one feels alive in the 
.strife of the elements, .so does one live through the vicissitudes of revo­
Jution. Thus this work is no mere narrative of those days of twenty 
years ago; to recount them is to re-live them, to evoke their memories 
.and mingle them with the present hour; as tales told on the eve of 
battle speak to those who will die to-morrow,, and to those who will sur­
vive to continue the fight, tempering their hearts/ as the furnace tem-
pers the sword blade. . 

At the end of the Empire those who had escaped in December and 
in June * told us their terrible battle tales. We admired those of June 
who were alread,y Communists. Yet we could' not understand the nar­
rowness of their Communism, confined within boundaries. That which 
we contemplated was 3. free Communism over the whole delivered world. 

The idea grew and ramified. The limited Commune did well as a 
.. cradle, but would now be a tomb. We were right. The World's Com­
mune will be free. The field of the supreme struggle extends in 
.opposite directions, reachipg from the scaffold of Orsini to the scaffold 
of Vaillant. 

There were grim resemblances. When Pierre Bonaparte was assas­
,sinated in his own house, it had just been decided that executions should 
henceforth be performed inside the prisons ; the most opposite places 
·thus became, to -use an expression of Rochefort's, "as like as two drops 
-0f blood." 

The horrors of the Empire continually increased. The Emperor, 
perhaps believing himself w0rshipped, dreamed of coming victories which 
-should secure' for him a triumphant coronation. Yet, in order to keep 
a hold upon the army-yelling the Marsellaise and thinking only of 
;the Republic-it was necessary to allow the song of rebellion to rise 
into the air. The older officers alone had any belief in a march from 
Paris to Berlin. These hoped _that the war might at least serve ·to 
'maintain their master in his position. B_ut complaints and maledictions 
resounded on every hand, and even in the army there were some who 
,said : " In this war the measure of cowardice, .folly and treachery is 
filled to the brim ; at some review the Empire will surely meet its end, 
and be changed.into a Republic." It fell out otherwise. Under dread­
ful discipline, the army was yet destined to act in the days of May '71 
.as it had acted on the fateful 2nd December, 1851. ' 

As now· in Rm;sia, so then in France, oppression had bu'.t one head. 
How was it that that head remained so long ? Flourens said : " Only 
one being ha v@ I ever charged with my hate. Be cursed, oh Napoleon ! " 

Perhaps the resignation of the masses to yet further endurance caused 
a certain inertia, and checked events. But the assa,ssinatiop of Victor 
Noir t sent a thrill of rage through the people, as a bull pierced with 
-darts will shake his hide. Freedom just brushed us with her wino-; 
but once more nothing came of it. . · 

0 

Three h1rndred thousand as!'embled at his funeral. 0n the evenino­
before, the Marseillaise sounded like a call to arms: ~nd armed in fact 
.the people came, thinking to restore the Rep1-~blic 'now o~ never. The 
I~perial i:rmament was formidable ; barracks, prisons, public buildings, 
1bristled with soldiery. Now-a-days we see a still more terrible display 
of, force every year, when the crowd goes tq commemorate the dead at 
Pere Lachaise. But at that time nothing like it had yet been seen. 

On the way to the grave, Delescluses (that fi:q.e old man who, later, 
knew so well how to die, offering himself to the bullets) feared a mas­
s~~re, such ~s tha~ fropi whic~ he h~d dissuaded Rochefort at the coup 

,de~at. Lo?-1s Noir, meanwhile, cried that he desired no bloody obse­
quies for his brother. Fate decided the upshot. For one moment the 
crowd swayed .violently; waves of humanity seemed to press one upon .. 
:another, leavmg great· spaces between; it was a struggle between the 
.cur.rent tfiat would beai~ the corpse toward the stree~s of Paris, .and that 
~hie~ w1sh~d to follow it to N euilly Cemetery. The latter bore 
1t oft. . 

Half the delegates ,of the Federa.l Chamber were on 'one side hal{ on 
-the other. They' had all gathered · together . without ~ny prec~ncerted 
pla~ as to what to do; they had come at their own call, and followed 
their own personal feeling. Varlin said later that if the struaale had­
tak~n place on that day, the best soldiers of the revolution wo~ld have 
perishe~. Yet a,ll must meet death somehow; and is 'it not safer to 
.engage m combat at desperate moments? Better chances never really , -, 

*December 1851, when Napoleon III. established his E'nipire by the coi~p d'etat, 
.and June 1848, th~ fight for bread in the streets of Paris. 

t Labo~ R'ep.~1:t.er of the Marseillaise, the chief opposition paper, edited by 
;och~fort. .Piune Bonaparte, Nanoleon's cousin, having insulted the Interna­
fiona : orkrng M:en'.s Association by stating that it was willing to recei·ve inoney 
~fom apoleon, N.o_ir went to his rooms to demand a retraction, and was there 
"' 10t down and mortally wounded by P. Bonaparte. 

come. The total number of ,those who die daily crushed by slave:ry and 
poverty much exceeds that of the victims of a revolt. Once'more, with 
humbled heads, we returned to our position under " Badingue." * 

It was as well perhaps that the Emperor plunged into the mire 0£ 
Sedan, so as to bring the Empire to a ' final close. The man was regarded 
with horror, as representing the most abominable tyranny that had 
ever ?een seen; but he had duped people so long that, ha~ he remained, . 
he m1~ht have duped them yet again. · ' 

It is probable that the flatterers, through whose velvet paws the 
p~acards p~ss.ed which ~ere destined for " His Majesty Napoleon III.,'~ . 
did not let him see the msults addressed t'O him. Some of these -were 
signed ; as though in putting a real name to them the writer could 
throw them straight in his face. Others bore the name of a group; 
soill:e signifi~ant titl~, as " La Marianne," t " La Sociale," &c. Others 
agam were s1gned with some symbolic pseudonym, such as " Harmodius " 
or "Brutus." · 

Yes; in our en~husfasti~ groups we adored the Republic, meaning 
always the republic of the whole human race, gradually opening up the 
roa~ to endles~ progress; that true ideal of justice and of happiness 
which our ancestors called " The Beautiful" ; The Beautiful for which. 
the whole earth is waiting. . 
. There was no ?'nimosity between the various groups of the Revqlu­

t10nary army, smce the obstacle was identical for all· but there were 
pronounced differences. Differences, above all, of char~cter : the violent 
and the moderate. Differences also of aim · some harkin o- backward to 
conven~ion~ ~thers leaving convention entirely behind~ In times of 
~ev?l~t10n it is temperament which, more than anything else, . draws 
md1vi~uals together~ and often in the same group there were men still 
belongmg (so far as ideas went) to the time of Etienne Marcel, t with . 
others who were then already where we are to-day, or even beyond it! 
It was, however, a time for actio?, and disputes could not develop . 

In the more moderate groups it was otherwise. Patience affords men 
unlim~ted ti.me-Lto waste! They ·occupied themselves with intermin• 
able d1scuss10ns. They were, for instance, still discussing the probable 
ups~ot of the war when defeat ~as already a fact; they were still dis­
cussmg the I?th Marc~ when the Versailles army surprised them arid 
took them prisoners with the rest. May be they profited by the lesson! 

As for us, we were taken up with the future and cared little to look 
back .on the r~ad already traversed. Yet we might easily have been , ,.. 
astomshed had it been foretold that, twep.ty years and more after these 
events, the old turpitudes, which we had believed buried for ever would 
reappear, under the name of the " New Movement.... In vain d~es one 
grow accustomed to changes of view; there are some thino-s which 
will ever remain amazing ! . 

0 

The hostilities wage<il. against the Empire did not always· employ the 
same weai;:ions.: yY e oft~1: laughed heartily, and the Ia-pghter -was 
char_ged w1th,,ter-r1?le derision. Th~re was a song by Rochefort, " La 
Ba~mguette, which made the friends of power red with f µry, and 
which, la:ter on? caused ~he gaclers to turn 'pale when, in the prison 
at Versailles, it vvas sung in chorus. like a lullaby at eve:Q,ing time, 
between the two smoky lamps, where the prisoners of the Commune 
for a whole month,• slept in their clothes, on the bare boards O'Uarded 
by the gendarmes and soldiers of "order." The somewhat rib~ld tone 
of the song is just what it should pe, to give a fit idea of the abandoned -
morals of the Empire._ · · 

To com.I?lete the grotesque and mel~ncholy picture of the Court, we 
may ment1011 the fact that, thanks to the indolence of the sovereiO'n the 
persons whose duty it was to read the missions addressed to him 

0
a;med 

themselve~, whenever possible, with compromising papers: "Thii;; man 
or that said so ana so "~and remained in favor because of holding these -
papers, or perhaps without really holding them after all. Such are 
among the effects of authority, which, in order to protect itself is con.; 
stantly obliged to menace the safety of others. ' · 

The dark cabinet contin~rnd to improve its· m2thods. Amono- the 
· ~ecret papers. f01.~nd lat.er at_.the Tuileries there were proofs of the 
mcessant prymg mto private lives. Such had also been the case under . 
previous reigns ; there were. masses of. these. secret documents, go,t to­
get.her long before the Empire; each government conti'nuino- the work 
of its prede~ess01:. The credentials of 

1
the ladies Montejo

0 
had been 

established m this manne.r fror.n the days when they occupied th~ thfrd . 
~oor. of l~ rue St. An~onme down to more recent days. This may have 
s::.gm.fied little; but :wiph -rega~·d to correspondence between individ1-1als 
it was a more serious matter in , those days of State prosecutions: ·for 
by this means 

1
materi.als wer~ got together of so-c:1lled, plots - ~gainst the 

safety of the State; JUSt as is the case to-clay, with reaard to the so­
~alled " associations of malefactors." It is a true prov~rb, " The more 
it c~1an~es the more it is th~ same thing!" As long as Republics have 
their kings, as long as Empires have their despots, so lono· shall we' find 
. t d t' " h t . t " h 0 

I epea e ne same c as ise.men s t at were experienced . under N apo· 
leon III. 

Many hecatom_bs have ~ec~yed. beneath the earth, ~any martyrs have 
poured forth then· blood for Justice, and still there is thunder in the 
heave?s. Revolt ~vill have to grow fiercer yet before the end be reached. 
'Ye cited Vacquerie at the .beginning of .this chapter; a few words frcm 
his last book may here be added, as being well fitted to the present " 
hour:- · 

~'Since th~ good, the true, those free from cowardice, the virile souls, are 
dnven away mto the unknown, I too will follow them. " 

*A popufar nickname for Napoleon III. 
t A peasant 'secret society of olden time. 

·+ Pry,vost of the M_erchants (Mayor) of Par.is, k~lled in 1358, in an at tempt to 
establish a democratic commune. See P erren's "Etienne l\farc~l. ': 

';,-
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REiEqB-IBS~ 

LONDON. ';, 

R~gula;r. meetings held at R, ,eg~nt's P.~rk, :S:y~e P:1-}'fr1 ,~J?xton Chln;c~. . A}!c1i: 
erf.ces 'pay great'. a~tenH6n !o · wh~t is s~1~. Speeqlies generally fo l~~e~ by 
questions an.d a goo{j. d1scuys10n. . 

Sunday, June 17, a meeti1;g ~vas he+~ by tw.o. comrades, ~~r the first tiip..e, aj; 
T)l-e _ Qf.Ls.e, Willesdep. Green. . ~Jl.1.s 1proip1~~s to Q~ a,, gpo~ *i,tl!?,_1:1· " 

:'. J:irne 24, J. M.oti:ison Dav1clspn l_e,c t.ured at .t4r S. P.)!'., 3f37. Stran~, ,o:n. 'l:h~ 
Comihhnist 'OhrisL" ' In bis interesting lecture lie contended that ' Chn~.t 'Ya.s 
n0t 'a'lone a 'Gommunist'; but an Anarchist Gommu:nist:" In tl1.'e discussion 'vluch 
followed the Social Demqcrats cla.imed Christ as a .Social Demo'crat, but rcou~~ 
~- t ' ~~ak~ their point to the lecturer's· satisfaction.-J. P. 

I I ' ' . 

~ JJ~Etfo~d. -:;:;Prop_aganda g9es ?n here .with increasing.s.uccess .. Our au_diences 
are al~pst entirnly with us. In:itated, no doubt, ap th1s, certarn ,local gosp,el 
grinders, have stf!,rted issu~ng l_eafl.ets against us. One of .these is heac~ed, " An~ 

· archism at the Zoo." The writer's knowledge of An,arclnsm can be Judged by 
his imaginary account of a revolt among the animaJ.s, wli.Q suddenly becofu!;3 
..(\n~rchists and show their Anarchism by forthwith electing a presjdent Cf'.id J?ass­
ip,g resoliitions !! Furthermore, Jiistice is actually quo.ted as an Anarchist JOUr­
n'al. The writer also quotes from a piece. 9f s;:i.tiripal poetry in the Oo111~1w11:wea? 
headed '~· Dedicated to the S. D. F.," ·in which the Socj~l _D.¥11!-Vir~ts f re :r;n. ,~de to 
say as follows : "Those Tories are a crafty lot ; Thos!J Lib~rals liars all ; Tho,se 
Ra<j.icals do 1fougl1t b\1.t plot, Tei gause the w?rkers' ~~ll: 'T,is ~e alone wh,o' show 
no blot, No sin can we r ecall ; 0 ! vye [j.l'e i~J,de.IJ~ ,wl.th.out a spot, CI'here,.s none. 
l'i.k:e l~S at all.,, And this, the leaflet states, is "what our g.ood fr~~n,d.s, tJie 
A'iiard1ists think 'of th~mselves ! "-Our comrades are' very Q.ctive in pushing. 
the 'p·ropag~n·d.a in t'hei'r unions,' in the -\.vorksho1\ 'and in the clubs. Th!,·ee ~P.~h­
ah meetings ·are h eld every week, and although we Q.ourt opposition,' we very 
seldom get any. Thursday evening meetings have been address ed. entirely by 
11oc::i,l con::irages. At one of these me.etings, Coqi.ra\fe F9r:rester succeeded in . en­
ti'cing a godly yo1rn g man on to t~1e platform, w.ho vouQhsafed his opinion. Hwt 
tn·~- p reaching of Atnelsm shoulcl be put a stop to by la~. After enumerating 
the numerous i11st~tutions fom"!_cled by .c~ristians, s~ch as hos_pitals~ h6mesi ~or 
"fallen women," coal ancl blanket societies, &c. (he forgot to mention the gm· 
palace's, brothels, lunatic asylun1s, &c .. , which these Chdstians both fouiid and 
fill), h~ tauntingly asked what we Apar rihists did i'n ~hi~ d~~·ection. T,o w~i~h 
Gomrade Forrester replied that what what w.e wantesJ.. was Justice and not charity. 
It was t,h.e like of sucli Christians as cer tain philanthropic capitalists, who by 
means of starvation wages drove thousands of young girls to a life of prostitu­
tion, and then established homes for their i~escue !-W. H. 

I . 
Canning Town.-Considering that we are a new group and made up of comrades 

who "left the S. D. F. to shirk their respon~ibilties," I think the work we have 
done during the past month sometniug to be proud ,of. \Ve have had a series of 
meetings; Leggatt has come here twice, Turne~-, Mowbray ?-nd Carter once each. 
Besides a lot of free distribution, we have sold from 4s. to 6s. worth of 'Weals, 
A;narchists, Fref!(loms ancl 1paiuphlets each week, and made capital_ collections as · 
follo,ws : July lst, 6s. 8cl.; 8th, 6s. 8~d.; 15th, ls. lOcl.; 2_2nd, 16s. 31cl.; 29th, 
4s. Out of these collections £ 1 ls. Ocl. has been given tc;i the Cantwell and 
Quinn Defence Fund. Besides, the group have given 5s. to ,the Meuniei· 
1Defenc©- Fund, 2s. 2d. for the printing of the "Appeal to Soldiers," and 2s. 6d. 
to TheAnarchist.

1
Guarantee. -R. P. 

Oo11i11ionweal G·ro~ip, -Owing to the arrest, June 2~, of T. Cantwell, composi: 
tor of the 'Weg.?, and the seizure of its office by the police, the paper has neces· 
sarily been suspencle.d. As Cantwell was living in the office, the police c:tttempted 
to make out that the plant was his priv?-te property, and on this pretext remained 
ih possession from July. lst till a day or two before the trial, July 30, seizing 
and opening all letters that came, no matter to whom addressed: But the p~per 
4ir~i.:µg, l:l!l.!l·l1 registered in the names of certain proprietors, these were :finally 
able

1 
to make good th~~r claim, and the group are now again in their old quarters. 

They fcnfpd' type, pamphlets, leaflets, books, upset or scattered o:.vedhe floor, and 
EtiV'ant's speeeh, which was set rea4y for issue ~s a pamphlet, pied. Comradf),S; 
who wa1.1t lite"rature for free distributiqn ln'P. invited to w~ite 'up at once. It wpl 
be a week or two before the 'vVeal can reappear.-J. P. ' 

PROVINCES. 
Leicester.-0,ur meetings here keep up well. Dr. Macdonald h ere one \Ved­

nesday. 'He adclresseJ a good open-air meeting on "Anarchists' Plan of Cam­
paig11." Banham here · one Sunday.- W~ are , having good meetings also _at 
Qoalville, a colliery village about 14 miles off. In the country villages the pe9ple 
~re not so "backward " <:tS the appear to be ; to those they know and can trust 
they exhibit a spirit very different froi;n that which they are generally credited 
with. When something comes to rouse them into action they will be found 
quite as advanced as the townsfolk, and more prompt to move.-A. G. 

'Le~ds.-W e have been holding meetings in Leeds since J;ap.1.lary. During the 
winter months, when 1 he miem ployed 'agitation was to the · fore, our Comrade 
Murdock gave. vigorous speeches in the Labor Church ev!31'Y afternoon, and in 
the Town Hall Square in the- evenings. Whel!. thes_e men were peaceable and 
ord_erly, of course, notl).ing was doiie for th~m ; bµt. cl'irectly they - became a · 

- :p.-u~shce, by marching alorig the ·P!'incipal str\)ets an4 enterin,g ~well restaurants 
demanding food, work was found for at least a good -proportion1 of them. Every 
evening th~ unemployed marched to the resiQ.ence's of those Town Councilors whq 
had voted, against the resolution, proposing work for men out of employment, and 
s~l)g with gi;eat vi~our .that well-known hymn, "Tl~e St.arv~ng Poor of Old Eng­
Iand:"-Our meetrngs rn th3 Market _Place are growrng in size every week, ancl 
we have often an audience of 2,000 p,eop~e. Recently we have had son;ie oppos~-

(w~p .~i:s ~e~n wi.t~h ,~s ~ !~rw ~e-~~s) .ad~res~e(t .1.arg; a1:1~i~nce !1:,t W];\eat She!}[. 
We ·ha.a ·~ fnhi.dilly-d1scuss10n w1tib. a tr3:de · ~nfo;n~~~'°"and l1 ·t~fupera·yce .1advoc~te. 
T-h.e a.uche,nce. :h.e:ld :tog_e..the.r ~QT: n~al!ly ,<ttJu,.ee .hour:S. -J.' tl. ~· · ~: .1 • · 

'Brrip,lL:.t?rri.-W.e hav.e not ,~een i?le-, atltho1~~·h_ we hacl. n0t f" ·iocal speaker. June 
2tl>P.~t . •M.>+..$.s H~nry Jm~ tWr.igM frnJICL9~.<;l.on a&W;:essed ~'oo•rg~ antl .sympathe-tic 
a.}ld,:i.e;qce. C~P1!,~!4e . f!~J;ll'Y ,~IlAfe l\P.hn.d).~J!.,y. jy't-; .~f!«kl~~P)r, m~t1Hii.ptfo1n .. f.llnd:.a 
g8~Q. ~.al.~ of l~te1/:1:f-qre.-:-Ju~1~ ~5t~, Qo!nra:i3,e Wi;,i_gl~t ;i,nd ;r "Ye.nt q~1it with tl 
Amalgam~ted Society of Tailors to Uckfield and'F .. ramfield, where we disti·ibu~e~ 
llterature and h,ad discussion.~ witfi. the counti:y workmen.-July 2nd, , 11~ oura 
dpz_e.J1 comrades .a.nd sympathisers t.oo·k the tran1 to th~ Dyike, an'd from there we 
"t]~lk~ a.b9\l,q? mpe.s 'jihro.lfgib ·to~n~, v~l,lag~s ~nJi :fi,~:j.d_s, <ii:sJ;11ib:uting litera.tm.e 
a,n~ .~rngp1~ r.e-'fQl-qt}ioWtX1 ~19);i.~s: M :~ 9 ,~lgpk 've t<;>ok t;~e tj'ajH f.:rqn1 ¥imfi~ltl. 
back to Brighton, srngrng tile Marseillaise or Carrpagnol~ OlJ. every st~l oii 
ComracllWright h~~ been very active during his st~y he~"e .1 H,e had contin{f~i 
dis.cussions, and sometimes, hot a11guments; and has converted a great many'to. 
4pan~4i~m.-J. H. · , . 

A,_Q,,ercleen.-W.e .came out tJti,s ,y.ear for the :firs.t time -in celebrating Labor Day 
al) by oµrse~v,es, on :JW:,ay 6. In fonne,r years w.e us e,<J. t,o j'oin hands with O\l'r 

fr~end~ the Demqq_~ts, 'Qut apparently they do not thipk it ~afe ~o J;iave 1111ytlling 
to d~ with n~ now, so resp.ec~ab\e h~s ~ocial De'91ocracy ~ecoW,f:l · T11.ey use4.to 
consider us a decent set with a gran.cl icle'al ; now Anarchism is "a da~~ero~~ 
doctrine," ai~d they arra~1ged t~e demonstration with the La_bor Party,'·..Lal?or 
Churcl~ and 1)·ades Council, leavrng us out. So we sent for Burgoyne frnni IH­
verne~s to help, and all went to jVOl'k with a will t9 get out p0ster:S a:qd Q.Faanise 
a clemonstr~ti im of our o,wn in ~avor of Solidarity amo.:qg th,e Worke1i ~nd a. 
General Stnke. It was a grand success; Burgoyne, G. Frazer-and l!imca11 spoke 
and held an enthusiastic crowd till the end. For some weeks Di111ca1i an (f' Fraz~f. 
h~ye b?en ~p.eaking :;i,mong the _ laboreni at the Ha1:bo.m:, who wanted help in 
organisi11g their union. Result not known.yet. Any way, ,.irni· ideas ,;wr . .re spread. 
Comrade A. Frazer h as retqrn?d t:roi:µ Duydee. -He is our be~t l}ter1ttqre ;; en~r, 
and the sale, has g'oµe u:p every Wl')ek srnce he came. .Yf e al~.o ha:y,e Shepherd. 
haek from Glasg0w, a better speaker than ever. We ha ye l\1ond,ay open-aii~ 
m~_etings now, at the B:road Hill, as well as the usual Sunday ones. · We have 
lwe:µ g~tting several n~)V Ip.?:zr\.b~l'S ~.a~ely a,nd are arranging. educational debates 
at our indoor meeti11gs. Ther:e was great exciten;ient in :the town ~t the Carnot 
affair. At O\U' meeti'1~P t~ie Sui~chiy after Cor~ua,de.s Duncan and.Shephe:•d pointed 
out, as they have aiways clone m the c~se of outrages, that v10lence is 'not An­
a1:chism, b,nt1tbat violence ,Yas .. the n a;tural outcome of the treatment wh~ch th~ 
?oµtinental workers r f) ceive at the hands of the brutal governments, and .that if 
it lf<ere not for the right of1 free speech about wrongs and grieyanc,es we shcmld 
have the like here ; the people listened very attentively and so did the Head 
Consta)Jle, who stood by all the time. Good sale of Ii terature, anc\ 9~. collycted 
for C. C. Davis.-J. McF. ' 

.Edinbi.irgh.-Anarchism going aqeacl he~e first rate during the last two mo11tl!~. 
John Smith and ~eom Bell haye kept pegg111 g away. Westwater made his debut 
lately and Ai;tthony Smith lends a useful hand now and again. Our request for' 
question and discussion leads invariably to a piping hot debate. vVe flatter our­
~elve~ we do .o_r~r share towarq~'. mak:ing it hot (for our 9J>ponentf )·. S.O}Ile.ffiC?St 
mtell1~ent q~est1ons, however, are often asked-a M:e,adow~ cr_?w.clr}~ g~n,()rq,JJy ~ 
pretty mtelligent one, and we 13eem. to get the pick of them ~l:waYs ' (ancl generally 
most of.the others ?,esides) .. We have h~d .some valuable help from Glp,sguw:, 
and Aperdeen . . Levinson delivered tw;o capital lectures one Sund;:i.y to big crowds; 
Dr. Macdonald came thr9ugh on the 24th, and his two lec.t \ue~ h~:ve unmi§tq,4, 
ably made a permanent impression in the Meaclows.-Last week we htJ,cl a littlt; 
boom in Anarehy. Picnic Saturday ~fternoo11; indoor lectN.re (Dr . .lVlacdonaid) . 
Saturday night ; . two lectures (Duncan, Aberdeen) Sunday ; indoor lecture 
(Duncan) on Tuesda:Y night. The Doctor's lecture on "li.;volution and .An.arch­
ism" was really splendid. , 'fh\l 4iscussion fell fiat because the;re was .absolutely 
no oppo~ition, and the few strangers w.ho spoke declared their acceptance of the,, 
Doctp1"s 'views. His two ·visits-here will not soon be forgotten. Duncan's efo; 
quence on Sunday night drew: the largest crowd ever s.een on the Me·ad.ows ; and 
li.y hj.mseH declare(j. it the finest audience he ever spoke to.-We have held two 
g;ood meeti11gs every Sundax, ~xcept on the two occasion.s ·when we gave ;v.ay, out 
of courtesy, 'to old comra

1
des.from Glasgow speaking for ~he Social Democrat~ . 

They have not yet repaid that courtesy, but perhaps they will bv-and,-by (espe· 
cially if they get no bigger meetings than they got,- for instan.ce, when Dunean 
was speak~:qg). We arf) }?~ginning to think the Revolution i10t far off in Edin­
hurgh now--,in fa.et, it is ~i;tid _tha,t some of our fellows are actually afraid to leave 
for the Trade Holidays, le~t it, ·should take place before they get back.-T. H. B. 

. tion from a hybrid organisation calling themselves the "Anti-Infidel Leagu!) of 
Great B1:itain." These followers of the meek and lowly Jesus have started with 
the avowed intention of breaking rip our meetings. They have not succeeded yet 
in their designs. and do not seem likely to, as the sympathies of the people are 
with us.-:-We are rather short Of speakers, and have to rely a good deal on help 
from other groups. From Manchester we have had· Barton and .Stockton, and 
from Sheffield D. J. Nicoll, 'l'om May, and John Bingham, who gave spiendid 
addresses. Our old comrade H. Samuels paid us a visit on Whit Sunday, and 
addressed three large meetings. The local speakers, Murdock, Sollit, Drake and 
Simmons have all done good work in the cause. TheJiterature, including Bakou- -
nine's "God and the State," also sells fairly well. Taking things altogether, we 
ha_r.e every reason to be satisfied with the progress Anarchy is making down in 
Yprkshire.-W. H. 

Great Yarmouth .. -Althougb. we have sent no r eport for some time, our com· 
racl,es still help tpe cause by discussions and chats in their o..,yn quiet sort of way 
among their mates and neighbors. Many that come to supply themselves with 
their me:ntal food from Comrade Headley's variety always pick up a useful Jiint 
at his store. Comrade Saunders has <loµe go.od work among the agricultural 
laborers. .Qµ S}\N'l.ay e>;en,~ J,lg, July 15th, W. Wess, who has been staying here, 
addres~ed,. a large meeting on th,e Hall Quay. Audience very attentive and sym­
pathetic, aDcl a nhmber of questions ~nd fair opposition dealt with at the encl. 
'\Vhen our com1·ade got off the stool, a goody-goody man, with Bible in hand, and 
a big-sized gentleman, said to be a,:i,'1.ch a,rchitect, began to pass ?ersonal remarks, 
Orn l~ttei; sugge~ting that, th,e ~p (3ak{lr gets £3 n:_ w,eek for ·his ~alking and that he 
ougl1t to he put into the water; b~t \Vb e~1, q.fter Headl,ey.ha.cl his say, ihf genPe­
:fuan saw that the few rougJi. b9ys pr~sent seem.e,d mo.re willin,g to ap.ply his adv:ic(l 
to a chimney-potted barre1-of-champagnti than to an Anarchist, he' felt veryu~­
qo,I;t1fortal;>)e an.cl bundled· ql,1ickly off.-Su~day eve:r\ipg, July 22,, after Wess.paid. 
a surpris

1
e-visi t to N o.nvicl1 comrad~~ and a9-dr.essed a fa;irly gpod mee,tivg there 

in the afternoon, with no que,stions or opposition, but a brisk sale of rlitera.ture, 
he opened the meeting on Hall Quay. ·This time already several comrades ti)..p;ieJ 
up, anq after 20 mi,.nutes'' speaking got a good audience and some opposition, to 
start with, which was repl~ed to by Comrades, Saunders and Barker. The latter 
gave a very efoquen.t and interesting ,address, lasting about an hour and a ha~f .. 
Big crowd anP, a lot of sympathy. These meetings have ah:eady touched tha ire; 

of some one who wrote anonymously to the Eastern Dai·zy Press, calling th~ An: 
archists "apostles of murder and mutilation " and p 'ropos~ng that they 
should ." not be allowed to contaminate the Quay by their presence." However,. 
the editor of that paper was fair enough to insert (J~Jy 27):a slclshingreply from 
A. W. Barker.-W. 
, Manchester.-The foll~wing .is the result of The Manchester Anarchists' Prizl\' 
Draw :-Winning .N os.: 341, 261, 264, 565, 359, 778, 521, 20Q, 724, 282, 526, and 
393.-W. Houghton. · 

-----------~ -

NOTICES. 

LONDON. 
Open-air meetings, addressed by Anarchist speakers, are held on Sundays, at 

Hyde Park, R eg_e.nt'.s_ P.ai:k, Victoria Park, and Hoxton Church, at il a.m. ; 
Hyde P~rk. at 3. 30 p. m.; Hyde Park and corner of Wood Green-road, Tottenham 

Siinclerlancl.-vVe cont\,!rne ~o hold meetings every Sunday evening at Wheat 
ShP.af ; speaker, McCabe, who also addressed a fair audience at South Dock, July 
8th, in the morni11g. . A barrel-shaped bourgeois asked our comrade whether 
he worked for his hat." Getting a reply in the affirmative, he. th_en enq~1ire.d, 
"wh_e-re do you work 1" which raised' such a storm of indig1iation that he beat a 
very hasty and undignified retreat. He, nowever, ;influenced one of the water­
men to inform us that public meetings wei:e not allowed there. A's we would i10t 
desist; the under Dock-master was brought, which l:lid not much matter, as Qur 
cori1i'ade had fini&11ed his speech. In the evening, Comrades McCabe and 0. Col.·es 

1 - , 

at 7 p.m. ' · · 
Deptford.-Open·air rneetii;igs are 11cld on Deptford Broadway: Sul~days., at . 

11.30 a.m. and at 8 p.m.; Thu·rsdays, at 8 p.m. 

LONDON : Printed and published by c.' M. Wilson, at 173, ~Id-street,. E.,C. 
· All communications shoulcl be addressed to The Editor, 61, Samt Augustme s-
road, Camden Town, N. vV. . 


