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MAY DAY. 

Courage yet ! my brother or my sister ! 
Keep on I Liberty is to be subserved, whatever occurs; 
That is nothing that is quelled by one or two failures, or any number of 

failures, 
Or by the indifference or ingratitude of the people, or by any unfaith~ 

fulness, 
Or by the show of the tushes of power, soldiers, cannon, penal statutes. 
Revolt ! and still Revolt ! Revolt ! 

So sang Walt Whitman; and the thoughts therein expressed may 
well remind us, as May Day comes round once more, that, come what 
may, we have still to press forward with the good work we have in 
hand, certain that, whether results come fast or slow, our efforts will 
never be lost. 

May Day is Labour Day-the w:orkers have decided that. It is the 
one day in the year they have consecrated to themselves, and it will 

- never be wrested from thP,m. In spite of the capitalist and 1-tis dorui­
nation hundreds and thousands of . workers in all parts of the civilised 
world wilJ claim one day out of the three hundred and sixty-five on 
which to assert their international solidarity. 

Although many phases of Socialist thought will be represented in 
the demonstrations, all will declare for the solidarity of Labour. Social 
Delllocrat and Anarchist Communist are at least agreed on that point. 
While the government and the press are fanning the flame of inter­
national jealousies and hatred· for the basest motives of greed and 
ambition it will be seen that the worker, who his exploiters pretend 
requires so much force to keep him in order, is the one whose interests 
and sympathies must inevitably make for peace between the nations. 
At the present moment the world can see that all the disorder is the 
work of governments. Yet there will be those who would place the. 
destinies Of labour in the hands of these enemies of the human race­
who wou!d bid the worker have faith in the pow-ers organised specially 
to rob and to crush him ! But eYery May Day will find fewer a1ad 
fewer of the toiling masses that will pla~e any hope in the promises of 
the politician, and that broken reed the ballot box. W €\ are sometimes 
told the Anarchist propaganda accomplishes nothing practical. Well, 
it educates the people in the truth, and that surely is something. But 
what glad tidings. ham the parliamentarians to bring to the people this 
May Day as the result of their political activity? Search the mouldy 
heap of useless Acts, and show us the fruit of a.11 the time and money 
wasted on practical politics. Far better to organise for the great 
strike of Labour against Capital, which must come sooner or later, and 
which will ensure as a natural consequence the economic emancipation 
of the worker. For this we Anarchist Communists will work, and we 
hope by next May Day there will be many Social Democrats who will 
conscientiously see the ad vantage of this propaganda over the futility 
of . politics. · 

A MANIFESTO. 

WORKIN.GMEN, 
The market for candidates is once more op~ned; and you who from year's 

end to year's end starve and sweat for the profit of greedy masters, and are ex­
posed to all kinds of vexations in your daily lives, you receive the hypocritical 
homage and listen to the lying promises or those people who rob you system­
atically of the products of your labor and despise you into the bargain. 

We who are of the people, like you ; who toil and suffer like you, and who 
put every hope, not in an elevation over the heads of others, but in the emanci­
pation of all, we wish to say a candid word to you. 

What do your masters aud their agents want from you ~ what are their 
promises worth ~ · 

Too long already you have allowed yourselves t<J be deceived, and .stupidly, 
meanly you lick the stick with which you are beaten. Think at last over y.our 
fate ; raise your heads and be men. 

You suffer because you have not the mea1is to work and to procl~ce, nor the 
IrP.eclom to live as you would and ought to live. The owners of the land, of the 
means and instruments of production, of the big cities ; who hold the markets 
and regulate the distribution ancl the price of all merchandise, these force you 
to work for their profit how and whei1 it suits. them; and they appropriate the 
product of your labor, leaving to you a mere pittance that keeps you from starv­
ing. And g<?vernnient, ever h:ungry for taxes, diminishes even this little left 
by your masters-in whose interest, as we well know, the taxes will be spent. 

'l'o be free, you must conquer tlie ·i·ight to enjoy the product of your labor and 
to organise aifd to live as befits the dignity of human beings. · · ' : 
· These gentlemen who seek your votes may call themselves: CoHservatives or 
Pro.gressi ves, Liberals or Democrats, Anarchists or Repnblica·ns, but they all 
desire that property should remain in the hands of those who ,lo no wo1·k ·and 

·that the workers should continue to fat,ten the other8 and to brc led like fe~.ble 
, s~eep t.o be ;shqq1 and slaughtered,. They aJllive upon your 1 labor, ,and _,w9_µld 
. hke this statQ of t.hingi;; to . last for ever. 

To-clay they are divided among themselves and · fight for power-goaded by 
their vn.;1ity for domination, and quarre1li~1g over th e llivision of the .spoil wrung 
from you. But you will find them an m~1ted and compact body agamst you the 
day when you seriously resolve to emanc ipate Y_Oursd~es; anJ to-day, e_ven,.you . 
see them sink their political differences and mute agarnst you every time you 
claim a slight improvement, every time they feel, in whatever degree, their 
money-bags are threaten~d. . . 

Why should yon vote for them? why ~hould yon take part rn a struggle m 
which all the combatants arc vour enennes? 

If you have the least c?nscio.usness of yo_ur miserY., if yon feel the leas.t .dignity 
of a man and a worker, if you have the slightest wish tu be free you will refuse 
to sanction your flervitnde hy yonr vote. 

Let those who have a per . .;;oual interest in it, or those who want to remain 
humble and down-trodden slaves go to the poll. You who are workers conscious 
of your rights, go int.o your associations and clefeml your interest:s there; strug­
gle to better your conditions, prepare for the future. 

The emancipation of the workers must be the rC'sult of the efforts of the 
workers themselves. · 

But to-dny, besides the rnidule chsses, wl10 are your enemies antl oppressors, 
though Ji:;guised for this OlWa8ion as your fri'.·'ll\l:s a11d protectors, others are 
demanding your votPS who call themse lves Socia.lists an1l are l'l'a.11:·, at l east in 
great part, your sincere friends . . Thr·y agTc:e \ri~h us that the bourgeois are all 
enemies of the people, and that 1t woulLl be stll]Jlll a111l m1wort!iy ur workers to 
help to elect them to power. But they argne that as the bourgeois use the power 
in favor of the bourgeoisie, so yon need 011ly el r>ct workingmen who will use it 
in the interest of the working-cla:sses. A11d i11 this \1·:i.y, just as ~· ou are gaining 
class-consciousness, just when yon are bPgim1i11g to see that you are f<laves and 
are wishing to be free a political ambush is 1aiJ :for you which thro\\'s you back 
into moral subjection, tears you away from the direct struggle for the conquest 
of your rights and indicating an easy aud flowery path, induces you to leave the 
rough road of struggles and self-reliance which alone can lead you to happiness 
and freedom. Against this framl, which, whilst it may be perpetrated in good 
faith, is all the same detrimental to your cause, we have come to warn you. 

The parlia.mentarian Socialists only tell you one half of the truth. The gov­
ernment defends property, not only hecause it consists of property-owners, but 
also because it is the government. When you put men in a position which en­
ables them to impose their own will upon others, they become by this fact a 
privileged class and must necessarily defend privilge. The worker who becomes 
a ruler ceases to belong to your class and to have the same interests as you have 
-in the sa.ne way as is tbe case with the worker who becomes an employer. 

Do not or your own will create for yourselves new masters ; you are already 
under the sway of tc,o many. Do not establish by your votes a class which, to­
mocrow, would take the place of the governing classes of to-day, and which 
would oppress yon to-morrow as you are oppressed to-day. Tht: question is not 
whether we shall be governed by those who have been our fellow-workers, but 
why we .shoul1l he governed at a ll. If free, we should be able to arrange things 
amongst ourselves in conform ity with our ideas and our interests, and to provide 
for our needs as it seems best to us. · 

Why should we raise from our midst comrades to send them to learn how the 
people are governed and kept in subjection? For what purpose do governments 
.serve, if not that of tleccing us and defending those who fleece us ?-if not to 
impose upon all the ideas or a few and to force down to a dead level the ill.finite 
variety of temperaments, cond itions and interests? 

To organise the production and distribution of wealtll, to provide for all pub­
lic needs, to establish harmony between the interests and passions of one and 
all, to obtai1i the most fruitful result from the unity of the two supreme princi­
ples of individual liberty a.nd social soliclarity,-these are the things which a 
real society should strive for. Yet the present society is one in which a few 
''fortunate'' ones bleed, oppress, crush the immense maj ority of mankind and, 
even then, they (the few) .do not succeed in Ii ving contented and peaceful among 
themselves. But no governnient can provide for those wants which are essential 
to society. ' No government could do this, even were it composed of men of 
genius, wisdom and goodwill, and having at command a legion of geniuses. 

The organisation or economic life can only spring from an agreement between 
the producers; the harmony of interest must be intended and promoted by those 
interested, themselves; and the sense of social solidarity must be rooted in the 
minds of men. A government cannot tcike the place of the people and can only 
divert the activity of the people in favor of a class or a party and take social 
solidarity as a pretext for oppression. 

FELLOW WORKERS, DO NOT VOTE ! 
If you vote for the bourgeois, you back up those who starve you and th\lreby 

show yourselves worthy ol' the whip that lashes you. 
If you vote for workingmen, you prepare yourselves new masters elected from 

your own ranks; and you think you are able to liberate yourselves from present 
oppression by forging llfilW chains for yourselves. 

Voting, besides preparing the masters of to-morrow, can only help to perpet­
~ate the conditions and inertia of to-clay. Those who tell you that it is a means 
of agitation and ·propaganda, that by it you might influence legislation and make 
it less hostile to you, that by it you may further your interests and the cause of 
Socialism, deceive thems13lves . or _ qeqe'ive you. 
·. If you \Vant to agitate and to propag~te the i"deas of emancipation-and your. · 
own i'ht'erests should impel you to , do . s·o__'..you rnitst. do it yourselves, each one' 
with untiring and constant work. If you want to influence legislation, to defend 
·and ameliorate your interests, you must un.ite, agitate, organise, formulate your 
demands and exact respect for them. If you want freedom,. it rests with your-
selves to win it. · 

, . The few liberties that exist, the sm~ll progres~ reaiised have been conquered 
by;the people, by the. fear with which they inspired their masters; and tbcy are 

, lost the ~om.ept t.he people. ~e5tse tobe theh; jealo11s .. guar,dians and trust their 
defence to th\lir .so ~ caned repr.esentatives. ,.. . .. . ;· . · . '. 

Pa'rliamimts would :µever-'have conceded 'any reform if it had not ~{)Come p!trt 
of the puMic··coriscience and would; hav'e become· a fact 'in spite of the law,~if 
Parliament had not hastened to legalise it to -ev·ad~ greater disaster. And if, ny 
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accident, some law is made that could have been useful to .the people, it remains 
a dead letter unless the people energetically demand that it should be enforced. 

DO NOT VOTE. But your abstention must not be the effect of scepticis.m 
and indifference. If you abstain from v.oting from ~heer apathy the e~ected will 
exploit your indifference without mee~rng any resistance, and you will be even 
more responsible for the wrong that will be ~one than .those ~ho have placed 
their faith in the ballot-box. We repeat: Umte, Orgamse, Agitate ! 

. We are accused of being dreamers. It is ~aid that ~e want ~oo much, that the 
people do not understand us •. tha~ progress is made little by little. 

·well, are you contented with little wh~n you need so. much 1 But let that 
pass. If you only begin to march, t~e .wish take all will surely follow. Still, 
however little you demand, demand it m earnest and use the proper means to 

obtain it. . . . · d ·f 
If, for example, you want freedom .of association; form associaho.ns an , i 

the aovernment dissolves them, associate yourselves all the same: [f you want 
the Eiaht-Honr Day; organise and refuse to work more th~~n eight hours. If 
you tr~ly wa1_it it, if you are d~sposed to struggle and to suffer for your cause, 
you will obtam what you reqmre. . . 
· But if you expect that th_e bourge?is make you concession~ becau~e you ~uc­
ceed in sending some workrngrn eu rnto Parliament, you will ~btau: nothmg. 
And you will show yournelv e ~ scarcely more capable of conqu~nng liberty and 
well-being if you vote for a Socialist than if yon vote for a capitalist or a lord. 

No Socialists in Parliament. He who wants to fight for the peo­
ple, let him remain in their midst. 

(The above is the text of a man_ifesto p~blished ~y tJ1e Agitazio11e, of Ancona, 
on the occasion of the recent ltahau elections. It is signed by numerous groups 
in Ancona, Ravenna, Siena, H.imini, li'lorence, Bologna, Pa~·on.a, . Im.ola'. Lugo, 
P esaro, Perugia, Ge:iova, Spezia, Milan, Rome, &c.; in fact it. is nnpossible to 
mention all the names of towna, groups, and c.omrades. Besides showmg the 
wav in which the Italian comrades use the elections for propaganda of Anarch­
is11~, its general adoption also shows that the recent evolution oF Dr. Merlino 
tow ards parliamentarism is not affecting the Italian i~ove.ment to any extent. It 
is generally considtjred as a pure,ly personal act which i s. n~t borne .up by any 
similar tendency whatever in the movement at large. This is not sa1d for An­
archists-for we all admit that everyone is as free to leave our movement as he 
'is to join it-but for electioneering Socialist~, who see:i-1 anxious-.to see in this 
individual a.ct a sign of the decay of Anarchism. To this the !~ah.an comrades 
have replied by signing in masses the above manifesto, and this is one of the 
r easons why it was translated here.) 

REBELS OR TRAITORS'? 

A very earnest, level-headed comrade-a member of the" Boot and 
Shoe Operatives' Union "-now on strike with his fellows at Norwich­
writes that the comrad_es are discussing the action of an · av~wed 
anarchist who has "ratted" on his fellow-workers and gone in to work 
at a price under that for which the strikers are. contending. Some are 
inclined to think he is justified, a.nd say it will bring about the break­
down of the present industrial system all the quicker if others do the 
same. It is with regret one has to admit that those who contend thus 
are for the most part outside the Union. For myself, I am ·altogether 
~gainst such stupid and traitorous action at any time, but when it is 
c;ommitted in the middle of a struggle on the part of a big mass of the 
workpeople against their exploiters it is worse than madness. I have 
long since ceased to put any faith in names, ·and would rather be asso­
ciated with the most simple-minded worker who instinctively stands 
with his fellows in any struggle against his rulers and exploiters than 
with one who, however vehement may be his professions of a desire 
to abolish all mastership, betrays the trust he has openly avowed in the 
first little skirmish. 

For what is the position ? Some of those engaged in the boot and 
shoe trade at Norwich are trying to establish a minimum wage. This 
being refused by the employers, 8everal thousand other operatives 
engaged in other departments strL1ck w01·k in sympathy. Neither side 
would give way, though the Union was willing to submit the dispute to 
arbitration, which the masters refused. A very ordinary and common­
place labor dispute some will say ! 

But what is the attitude that Anarchists should at once assume in 
such circumstances? To me it is quite clear! All those who are 
engaged in the indui;try where the dispute occurs, whether members of 
the Union or not-would to goodness every Anarchist who is a wage­
earner had the wit to join a Union .of his trade where one exists or to 
form one if it does not, so that to speak of an Anarchist was ~lso to 
imply a Trade Unionist-should call a meeting of their own and take 
the matter into con::;ideration. There are so many things that can be 
done then that cannot be done at any other time. If they consider the 
demand of the Union too lit.tle (and it should logically always be too 
little fo1· an Anarchist), let them decide to try to make it more when 
the meetings of the workpeople are held. \Vhile not trying to 
embarrass .the .union, let them make themselves he·ard, and if they 
have anythmg hke a spokesman among them some splendid propaganda 
can be done. Let them volunteer for picket duty and be willing to 
take the dangerous and difficult posts, thus justifying in action the 
bold position they take up in theory. 

The only. time there sh~uld be even a suggestion of going in to work 
should be if some poor ignorant slaves have gone in, and someone is 
wanted to go amongst them ·to induce them to abandon the wretched 
work of fighting their own best interests and playing the exploiters' 
game against their fellows. · 

Or it is understandable if the Union wishes to teach the masters a 
lesson, but dar~ not run the r~sk of openly advising their · punishment 
J:>y the abrogat10n of some of the plunder they have previously wrung 
from. the l~bour of their . workpeople.. . " Going in " .to fight the 
exploiters has been 1mccessfully carried through by Anarchi2ts before 
now, but to fight their fellows-never! 

The cry of "pay no rent" could be raised, as it was here in London 
during the Dock ::5trike, and most successfully too. Then th6 struggle 
becomes a double-edged one-against two forms of robbery-and it is 
surprising how anxious the " authorities" become for the termination of 
such a contest. 
. In fact, there are innumera~le ways that Anarchists could act during 
mdustrial conflicts, every one of which would help the spread of the 
ideas-gain the confidence of their fellow-workers, and really hasten 
the end of the present political and economic slavery. 

But it seems that just a contrary policy has suggested itself to some 
at Norwich-a policy as it seems to me of treachery and cowardice. 
They pretend to think, and say this policy will hasten the downfall of 
capitalism, though I am without a shred of argument to sustain the 
statement. Do they seriously maintain that the giving of a larger 
portion of the result of their labour to their masters will weaken the 
employers' position? Does the surrender of plunder help to over­
throw the thief? As well maintain that supplying the enemy with 
ammunition and helping it iri the fight will le11d to its destruction! 
Such idiocy is beyond contempt! It is time such perfidious conduct 
masquerading under the name of Anarchism was repudiated once and 
for all. 

Far be it from me as an Anarchist to defend all the actions of Trade 
Unionists, either leaders or rank and file . They are so paltry-so 
mean-sometimes so contemptible as to deserve the execration of those 
who fight for the emancipation of labour, but there is no excuse in 
trying to emulate this example. 

On the contrary, let us show our superiority upon every possible 
occasion, and sooner or later the mass of the workpeople will repudiate 
a policy thay have learnt to despise-in favour of one which will lead 
them to victory. . 

Again, will the one who has " blacklegged" on his fellows be willing 
to give up the difference in his wage that he is getting now- should 
the minimum wage be established, say, to the Anarchist propaganda­
or will he pocket the increase others have obtained for him in spite of 
his disloyalty to his fellows. Is it in fact any question of principle at 
all, or is it merely a matter of personal feebleness in face of some hard­
ship, and an attempt to hide it by talking of breaking down the present 
system. Suppose a breakdown did occur, the hards~ips that would 
confront those who tried to take advantage of it would be enormous. 
Would those who give way in a dispute like this at Norwich be likely 
to " stand out " in face of such a conflict that would ensue ? I at any 
rate would place no confidence in such a one who apparently does not 
understand the meaning of solidarity. 

And the big mass of the workers-how will they judge it? They 
w'ill condemn it-and rightly ! If in a small struggle such as this­
they will say-he deserts us and capitulates to the capitalists, what 
would happen if the struggle took a more E>erious form ? 

And are they not right in their conclusions ? I think so ! 
In fact, I am altogether unable to find any reasonable excuse for 

such conduct. "Blacklegging" by ignorant men driven by stress of 
circumstances to snatch at a job left vacant by others, as a protest 
against conditions they feel intolerable, I can understand. I can even 
pity them in the same way I feel for the judge, the soldier, or the 
policeman, and the whole crowd of mercenary supporters of the present 
plundering, social and industrial system. I do not look to these people 
however to break down existing conditions but to maintain them. To 
do otherwise is to deceive ourselves! 

Every worker who in a strike goes back on his fellows helps to fasten 
the fetters that hold him and his class still tighter and to damp out the 
spark of revolt that is finding expression. 

Every conscious Anarchist who is in a strike will try to lead his 
fellows on still further-to make them more bold-to fan the spark of 
revolt into a flame of revolution. 

To do otherwise is to show either that he is not worthy or does 
not understand the principles he has espoused. 

True, we as Anarchists strike at the very institutions of domination 
and robbery, and are not much concerned with their agents, but if in 
our efforts to overthrow these establishments their factors stand 
between us in the conflict, they must expect to get some of the blows 
intended for the principals. 

And so while we would always rather see the workpeople make an 
attack directly upon their exploiters we are never surprised when they 
turn upon those of their own class who have become the tools of their 
of their masters and stand between them in the struggle. They know 
it is these who prevent them getting what they want! A great deal 
more ,could be said on this matter, and I may return to it again in the 
future. For the present I have spoken plainly, and in a personal 
sense in case other members of "Freedom" Group may not agree with 
me in every detail. I think it is a subject every Anarchist should 

.consid~r very carefully. If I am mistaken then I am wrong in what I 
have up till now honestly believed Anarchism meant. 

JOHN TURNER. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 
The atrocities of the Spa.nish governm .. nt are not unrivalled in other 

countries. Recently in Russia a medical student, Mis~ Mary Vet~ov, arrested 
for some slight participation in the labor movement, was ?riven to b~rn 
herself in prison by means of a paraffin lamp. Many pomts conc~rumg 
the cam-;e and circumstances of the i:iuicide are withheld from the public, but 
the thousands of &tudents of St. Petershurg and other uuiversiti~s knew 
what to think of it and celebrated her memory by attending in their thou-
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sands at a demonstratiou held in a church-the only possible place in Russia 
where people are allowed to meet without violating the law ! Lltter 011 
many were arrested. 

In France the fa~e of a !oun~ Anarchist, L0rion Girin, whose history 
-that o~ a ma~tyr, I~ anythmg--:1s before the public agaiu. Without dwf'll­
ing on his previous history we will r .emem ber that after the l'lo-called revolt 
of the politi~al prisoners at Cayenne in 1894, he was, in July 1895, sentenced 
to death, which wa~ commuted to five years' solitary continemPut in February 
1896. All those e1g};it months he expected every morning to be led to the 
guillotine. "Every morning," he wrote, "I listen with strained attention to 
try whethe~ am_ong_ the. sounds I hear I can distinguish some announcing 
that the gmllotme is bemg erected, that they will come to fetch me .... When 
the usual hour is pa~sed, I say to myself: 'Twenty-four hours more ! ' and 
the next morning I begin again. It is atrocious not to know when this will 
end; I am not afraiJ to die, but this incertitude, this continuous excitement 
is killing me; it seems to me that I was sentenced to death, but not ' to 
agony, to an agony with full consciousness and so long that nature would 
blush to make the lowest being undergo." And it is further told how dur­
iug all those months no hope was held out to him, bow the prison officials 
and warders amused themsehes by making him believe that the boat had 
arrived with the executioner, how they entered his room at the dreaded 
hour in a mock procession to enjoy hi::i mental agony, etc. Since thes~ 
lette1·s· found their way to France nothing further has beeu heard of Lorion; 
aud the Minister now, replyiug to a question in the press, asserts that he is 
?nad. This statement, however, coutains contradictions or lies which have 
which have been pointed out and the la;;t word is yet to be said on this new 
victim's fate. 

In Germany, in the penitentiary of Halle-the hell where Johu Neve wa~ 
driven mad,-comrade Camin ·has jus t died; having been imprisoned for tive 
and a half years (since 1892), and very ill for several year::i. Another victi 111 

takes his place, Koschernaun, sentenced at Berlin to ten years: penal servitude. 
Turning from these subjects, we may welcome a genera,i revival of the 

movement in Italy. The large number of groups signiug the ab,.,teut.ionist 
m11nifesto shows how deeply Anarchism is rooted there~ and that all the 
worst reaction can achieve is to stifle for a few months its public utterances 
in the press and on platforms. Tbis has been tried agai11 to some extrnt 
with the A,qitazione, of A11cona, two num hers out of six havi11g bt-e11 seiz.-d ; 
a second edition was published of No. 4., omitting the proh1bit~d article~, 
-out of 16 pages 8~ were blank with the words "Seized" prin teJ across. 

In Spain ati economic crisis seems near. The uorthern proviut.:es are de­
populated by emigration to America; in the South there is no work to do, 
the factories closed, the workers and peasa11ts in Catalouia and Andalu;;ia 
starving. Often the local custom-house8 (where almost everything intro­
duced into a village or town is taxed) are stormed and burned by the unem­
ployed, or starviug wives and children raid the bakers' shops, others attack 

. corn mills. Clericalism is triumphant. Cuba, the Phillipines, the Anarchist 
prisoners and every advocate of freethougbt are at the mercy of military 
despotism inspired by Jesuits. 

As to the Clericals and their 'god,' by the way, they dropped in for an 
amusing hoax recently in France; In the early eighties a man from Mar­
seilles, Leo Taxi!, carried 011 a large freethought agitation, more noil'ly and 
superficial than it might have been, but certainly to some good. Since 
that he had to all appearance gone over to the Clericals and was made 
much of by them as a converted freethinker.- He published utterly ab­
surd revelations on Freemasonry and, la tterly, on Sata11ism or P c1. lladism, 
as he called it, a special devil's wor~hip revealed by Miss Diana Vaugbau, etc. 
Even au aut.hentic signature of the devil was published in facsimile, and un­
derneath the rock of Gibraltar there was one of the entrar:ces to hell. All 
this Waft ~wallowed with perfect credulity by the priests and their dupes; or, 

·if they did not Lelieve it, they were sile11ced by the others, by tbe pope him­
self, and last year in Austrian Tyrol a real Anti-Masonic Congress was held 
which united the Catholic notabilities of Europe, was greeted by the Gover­
nor of the province, etc.,-chiefly to discuss, these revela tions and to propose 
to all governments measures against freethought. On E aster Monday, how­
ever, Leo Taxi!, at a lecture in Paris, explained that he was always a pra.ctical 
joker and had all along for these twelve years made dupes of these clerical 
fools or frauds, inventiug everything and testing the utmost limits of their 

· . gullibility. 
This might appear a trivial affair and not connP-cted with the Anarchist 

movement; I think, however, that it shows the bold which superstitioi1 still 
has on the people and the merciless use the priests of every description 
make of it to keep down progress. Anarchism is not a doctrine of working 
a little less and getting a little more in reward for it-a shadowy, discontented 
formula to which we see Socialism reduced sometimes now,-but it means 
the realisation of freedom in every conceivable direction, and to try to do 
this men must be, above all, free from every form uf superstition, be it the 
"belief'' of pope and priests in inventions a la Taxi!, or any of the more re­
fined but equal and more dangerous forms of religious belief. 

Of new publications we welcome Fridom, published by Ivai· Mortenson at 
Litlelvdalen (Norway), the first sign of a revived movement since Fedralieimen 
in 1891 ceased publication. At that time comrade DyLfest (since dead) 
sometimes se11t to Freedom; perhaps another comrade there will now tell us 
the reason of their 1011g sileEce. 

Comra<le_ Tcherkesov's Pages ·oj Socialist Hi"stm·y, published in French and 
Dutch, and in English in Freedom, were plJblished in a pamphlet at La Corufia 
Spain. This town in the north-west is the only plaCP, in Spain where Anarch­
ist publications of a more historic · character still appear; Bellegarrigue's 
Anarchy 7°$ Order (of 1850) was reprinted there. 

An Italian comrade purposes to publish a volume of the writings of Carlo 
Cafiero, the Italian Anarchist who, from 1871 to 1880, was the soul of . the 
movement. 

In Tunis, Africa, civilisation is being introduced by France, demanding 
that uewt"papers 8hould deposit a caution-!l thing which has been long since 
abolished rn Frauce anJ which was always one of the planks in ·Republican 
programs btfore they came into power! Owing to this La Protesta Umana, 
Dr. Co1Jverti's Auarchi8t review will be transferred to Macerata, Sicily. 

Iu Bohewia au Iudivi<lualist Anarchist group is uow active, aod bas begun 
to trau,..late Max: Stir uei'8 faruou::i bouk, also t.o bring out a paper, Anarchist, 
at Zh1zhkov-'-tbe tirst Austria11 paper ever publi:shed uuder a: ·sirnqar na.mt>, 
which ten years ago coul<l upt have been thought of. .Freedom is never 
given, but ta.ken ; eve11 this small fact proves it. · ' 

-* ** ~eports .of Chri~tchurch' Hall Lectures ~c. are un'avo~dab~ly held over 
for next nu'mber,· o'~i1ig tJ want of space. 

C 0 R R E S P 0 N D E N C E. 
RE THE CONFERENCE. 

DEAR COMRADE,-The "suggested Conference," that should have taken place 
at Easter, fell through owing to certain unanticipated personal circumstances 
~r.ising that totally disabled me from giving it the necessary attention for organ• 
unng, etc. 

There being no comrade at the time forthcoming who was prepared to do the 
work it ended where I left it. 

I may say, the response from the provinces was very unfavourable generally, 
respecting representation. 

Nevertheless, in view of the 11till apparent ne@d and desire of the Conferelilce, 
I suggest arrangements be made for its meeting during the Whitsun Holidays, 
to which I should happily render any possible assistance. Those comrades favor· 
able thereto kindly communicate witb me for purposes of arrangement. 

I think th" above explanatioa is due to those who were interested in the 
matter. 

Fraternally yours, 
JOSEPH PERRY. 

7 .Millman Street, Vt.C. 
P.~.-I would especially draw the attention of provincial groups, whose 

attendance at any sud1 Conference is extremely important. 

-with regard to Mr. Bernstein's remarks on John Most in his letter to Freedom 
(see March number) we refer the reader to the Freiheit of March 20, where Most 
published a reply, concluding that he does not think it worth while to bother 
the .English press with these affairs-with which we agree.-* * 

The "Spanish Atrocities Committee" has been actively at work during the 
past three weeks. · 

The deleg:-ttes are Henry S. Salt, Humanitarian League ; HP-rbert Burrowes, 
Society llf Friends of Russian Freedom; J. F. Green, Fabian Society; F. 
Shillaker, Independent Labour Party ; W. J. Barwick, .Social Democratic Fede­
ration ; Joseph Perry, Freedom Group 

The Committee ha\'e invited the London Trades Council to send a delegate to 
take part in their deliberntious, and in all probability the Committee will be 
augmented by Edward Carpenter, Walter Crane, Cunningham Grahame, Mrs. 
Mallet, c1.ml the Rev. Stewart Headla m, who were members of the deputation to 
the Spanish Ambassador. The following appeal has been issued :-

The following constitutes the Committee's decisions : ·-
1. That each Society be in viteJ to cuntribute £1 towards expenses. 
2. That subscription lists be widely distributed. 
3. To publish a.t once 10,00() leaflets, containing Sebastian Sunyer's appeal and 

a request fo r :finan~ial aid . 
4. That 10,000 pamphlets be printed containing all the alleged facts, for which 

one penny shall be charged. 
5. That a Mass Meeting be called in Trafalgar Square, to draw attention to 

these crimes, the date to be fixed at next Committee sitting. (See handbills, 
posters, and press notices.) 

The following resolution was unanimously carried at the May Day Celelebra· 
tion delegate meeting, on Sunday, April 25ti1 :-

"This me~ting of delegates, rep1esenting various large and important indus­
tries and various schools of social and political thought in Great Britain, hereby 
places on record its emphatic protest against the practice of tortures now being 
inflicted on Anarchist prisoners, Barcalona, Spain, Vl'ith tl).e p11rpose of obtaining 
confessions of crime and accusations of c0mplicity against innocent men. 'Ve 
are convinced the revival of the inquisition in .Spain is again a.live to-day with 'tll 
the concomitant horrors that accompanied its origin in the :fifteenth century, and 
in view of the uncontradicted and undeniable allegations, we feel Gompelled to 
regard the British Authorities or any other European power that maintains 
diplomatic relation:s with that cour:.try while closing its eyes to these charges, as 
being accomplices in the revival vf this barbaric custom." · 

The I.L.P. Conference, at Essex Hall, E ssex Street, Strand, pa.ssed the follow-
ing resolution on Tuesday, April 27th, 1~97 :- · 

"That th.is meeting of delegates of the I. L. P. of Great Brit~in records its 
hozror of the tortures to which the alleged Anarchist prisoners have baen subject 
in Barcelona, in order to compel them to acknowledge themselves guilty, and 
also to accuse · their friends, and protests with utmost indignation against the . 
revival of inquisitorial tormants in a country that claims respect and autonomy 
as a civilised power." 
. In view of the confirmation of the death sentence, we have little hopa of being 
able to save the lives of our unfo!'tunate comrades, but we shall at least be able 
to draw public attention to the truths of the case, and thereby make it evident 
that these men are victims to the blind rage of the bourgeoisie because of their 
opinions. . . 

It is a repetition of the Chicago tragedy, but ma.de more horrible by the tor­
tures, it will, when placed on historic record, blacken the leaf on which lt will 
appear as one of the ugiiest and most damnable indictments against the morality 
of so-ealled Christian, civilized Europe. The whole press-with the excepti~D: 
of Reynolds' . and the Weekly :Pi 'MS and Echo·-ha ve completely boycotted all we 
have done to call attention to the matter, the' Daily Chronicle being conspicuous 
for its silence. 

The publicity of this matter therefore relies wholly with the Committee and 
comrades, wbo should render them every possible support in any action they may 
take, and not to fail to circulate the facts wherever the opportunity presents 
itself. , . · 

\Ve therefore trust the respon1e from our readers and groups will be prompt 
and favomable. The Committee have appointed Joseph l'erry, 7 Millman 
Street, Street, W.C., ~ecretary, to whom all subscriptions and communications 
should be sent. Herbert Burrows, treasurer. 

Those desirous f.6r further iuformation, leaflets for distribution, pamphlets for 
· sale at ls. 4d. a quire, or ld. each, address the Secretary. 

\Ve adopt this course to eusure a discriminate distribution of the above-
men tioned Jicerature. · 

NOTICES'! 

Easf!London Social Problem, Lecture Society, Christchurch Hall, Hanbury St., 
Spitalfields, tE.-Monday, May 3, Touzeau Parris will deliver the last lecture of 

, the seas<;m, 9n ," ,Michael Bakouni_n's Nihilist Philosophy." On Monday, May 
io, a CONCERT ARD DANCE will take place, to clear the deficit incurred by 
the first course of ' lectures and to · raise a Lecture :Fund. The.following have 
prdmisecl' _to1 .assist ·':-H. G . .A'.lldis, Miss, Ha;nwell, . Professor Staub, C. Morton, 

- Sigmu,n~: Sab~llnsky, . Mrs,, Abbot~. Ed. Fo~, ,M/s ., ~rtmme,r, lVL yvax~~,n, Mrs. 
T.ochath, Lew, Baker .(,M.P.,L.C.C., who will address a few "rumarks fo the 
free and' hindependent electors on "Women's Sufferings), and others·. Admission 
by ticket, siXperice. ·' Doors open at 7.30; Concert -at 8; Dance at 10. 
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TO COR'RESPONDENTS. 

St. Jobn.-Yonr spirited and intere>ting reply came to hand too late for insertion in this 
unmber. Will appear in our next. . 

W. DuFF.- We are sorry we had no means of producmg the leafiet you.sqggested for May-day. 
However, the idea is ex.;dlent , nd might be utilis·. d for any othar occas1011. 

N 0 TES. 
THE WORK OF THE MIGHTY. 

. Th~ suicide of :Miss l\1a.ry Vetrov, in the cell of a Russian prison, 
reminus us once more of the frightful things that 1ue happening in 
European countries to those who are guilty of the cri.me of desiring a 
better state of things for humanity. A young girl student, who, 
unlike the creatures of the Court and the ruling classes, has a heart in 
her breast and is impelled by her sympathies to aid the oppressed, is 
thrown into prison and is insulted and treated so brutally that she 
destroys herself in a manner involving most terrible suffer~ng. Look 
at the treatment of our Spanish comrades, and for what 1 For trying 
to educate their fellow-men to the conception of a better state of 
society than th11.t which surrounds them to-day. And the lesson of it 
all is that the power of man over man-that government, in ·a word, 
has always been, and is to this very day, responsible for the most awful 
crimes against humanity. It may be said that these things only 
happen under· despotisms. But what did the American capitalists do 
in Chicago 1 And what have Englii:,h capitalists been doing in South 
Africa i Government is always the same beast, disguise · him as you 
~ill. 

WAR: WHAT THENi 

So war has broken out, in spite of the big bullies. One wonders if 
thev -will be able to keep it within bounds, as they were not able to 
pre~ent it starting . . And the poor Cretam, what will become of them 
by the tirn~ it is all ended t Will they be expected to pay any of the 
bill 7 Is it going to be an European scr·immage after all i If so, what 
are the workpeople of the different countries going to do about it, We 
have had a lot of talk-wise and oth ;;rwise, at congresses local, 
national, and international-are they ready to act 1 

WHERE ARE THEY 1 
By the way, where are those militant disciples of the meek and lowly 

one now-those\ who led their congrPgations to Hyde Park to shout for 
the annihilA.tiorr of the Turk. Arn they ready to act. Even the 

·volunteers f .Jr Greece seem to hilve suddenly remembered other duties 
now that war has actually started. Perhaps there has been time to 
receiv·e a letter or two from those who went in their early enthusiasm. 
Yes, we should think they "ere for once honest though mistaken, if we 
·saw a nonconformist and other pa.rsons leading their young men to 
Cha.ring Cross station on the way to Greece. Aud if they did not 
·return- wt'll, "they never would be missed," except it were that there 
would be a few less for us to tight should it ever come to fighting 
here. 

NOTING ! TALKING ! ! ACTING ! ! ! 
And that ['.erniuds one. It has often occurred to us that that part of 

:the Social Democratic program, where "the people are to decide on 
:peace or war" rt·quired a. little addition-that those who were in favour 
of war do the tfghting. If this was added, the "dear" people would 

' probably for · the first time in history think before they voted, and wars 
cwould be scarce If those who a little while since were screaming 
for some one else to drive the Turk out of Europe had known that the 

0

penai'ty of talking thus was that they themsf'lves must act, they w;ould 
.probably have made an. effort in the direction of thinking for the first 
time in their lives. But then there would not have been mueh 
talking. 

OH, WHAT A DIFFERENCE! . 

How different with Cipriani. -This old warhorse no sooner smells 
.: powder than he rusfies 'jri to action at once, and has ·a ·considerable hand 
in precipitati~!g' mat'te,rs~ "We excuse and admire ··him both for his 

· energy and his plu(;k. But '!&,would ~emind those ·who ar~ anxious· to 
·emulate His corl.duct~and . pre.cip.itate i mattersJL~ the'. risk of , ~h,eir lives 
· ;....;~h~t it is quite, un~ecessary to undertake ~he fatigue.of an .ocean trip, 
· a -

1

long · ~8.~J ·w~y . ride, ''shdrt · ~omm~;I:l&, · and expps~re on ·\the ;:'m'ount~ins 
:. before~ getting ,into, a?tion. . 'Wi:hy :go·!o .. fa.~ · 1,otiW·~~~t 1 · Is- . it '. ~o~ ' p·os-
1ible to begin Tight here.,.+and.1f.o' a.; D;Qpler a~d 1 be~te(cau~e·1 · · ' · . . 

Oua MARRIAGE LAws. 
A r,.,specta.b ly·dressed woman n.pplif'd to Mr. L1tne for advice, at the 

West Loudon Police Court, the ot,her day. She had mM.rried her 
deceased sister's husband, by whom shR ha.d a family of children, whom 
the husband now refused to support. The nrn.gistrate coolly informed 
her that the Eugfod1 law rega.rded the childri>n as illegitimate, and 
advisf'd her tc;. apply to the relieving «fficer. Poor woman! If ahe 
could be eco11omic11.lly incicpendent of this fellow she would })e well rill 
of him, and, unlike the legally married victim, could ri>gain her liberty. 
As to the illt>giti111acy of the children, they will pt·obably be as well off 
as most children, considering the fate that awaits many poor little 
souls b~n·n with the blessings of wedlock. 

VoLTAIIUNE DE CLEYRE. 

We a re pleased to be able to state that our comrade Voltairine de 
Oleyre will in all probability be with us before the end of the month. 
She hopes to stay with us some little time, during which she will 
lecture in London and the provinces. All comrades and friends 
desiring to arrange for lectures should communicate at once with 
J. Turner, 7 Lamb's Conduit Street, London, W.C. 

A SPLENDID WoRK. 

Comrade Netlow's Bibliographie de L'Anarchie is now published, and 
forms a splendid work of historical reference for the Anarchist move­
ment. The lll.bour involved must have been immcmse, and the success 
is unqualified. There is a preface by E iisee Reclus, who points out how 
the work has been helped on by Anarchist comrades who have helped 
to collect the necessary materials without n.ny "orders " from Councils 
or chiefs. vVe hope soon to s;ee an English translation. PMticulars 
of publication wrll lie found on our advertisement p1ge. 

THE STATE : ITS HISTORIC ROLE. 
BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 

(A lect'u1·e which should have been delivered in Pa1·is, on Jlfa1·ch 7, 1896, 
in the M,ille· Colonnes Hall.) 

I. 

I N taking as subject fo~ this lecture the State and t~e ~art it 
1

played 
in history I thought it would respond to a need which is greatly felt 
at this moment: that of thoroughly examining the very idea of 

the State, of studying its essence, its role in the past, and the part it 
may be called upon to play in the future. . 

It is especially on the "State" que:;;tion that Socialists are divided. 
Amidst the number of fractions existing among us and corresponding 
to different temperaments, to different ways of thinking, and especially 
to the degree of confidence in the coming Revolution, two main currents 
can be traced. 

On the one hand, there are those who hope to accomplish the Social 
Revolution by means of the State : by upholding most of its functions, 
by even extending them and making use of them for the Rernlution. 
And there are those who, like us, see in the State, not only in its actual 
form and in all forms that it ipight assume, but in its very essence, an 
obstacle to the Social Revolution: the most serious possible hindrance 
to the budding of a society based on equality and liberty; the historic 
form elaborated to impede this budding-and who consequently work 
to abolish the State, and not to reform it. 

The division, as ·you see, is deep. It corresponds to two divergent 
currents that clash in all philosophy, literature, and action of our times. 
And if the prevalent notions about the State remain as obscure as they 
are today, it will be, without doubt, on this question that the most 
obstinate struggles will be entered upon, when-as I hope soon-Com­
munist ideas will seek for their practical realisation in the life of 
societies. 

~t is therefore of consequence, after having so often criticised the pre­
.sent State, to seek the cause of its appearance, to investigate the part 
played by it in the past, t<;> compare it to the institutions which 'it 
superseded. 

Let us first agree as to what we mean by the word State. 
There is, as you know, the German school that likes to confmse the 

State with Society. This confusion is to be met with even among the 
·best German thinkers and many French ones, who cannot conceive 
society without State concentration ; and thence arises the habitual re­
proach cast on Anarchists of wanting to '" destroy society ': and 9f 
·" preaching the return of perpetual war of each against all." 

Yet · to reason thus is to· entirely ignore the progress made in the 
dqmain of history during the last thirty years; it is to ignore that men 
have lived 'in societies during ~housands of years before having known 
the State ; it is to forget that for European nations the State is of recent 
origin-that it hardly dates from the sixtee.nth century ; it is to fail to 
recognise that the most glorious epochs in humanity were those in which 
the liberties and local life were not yet destroyed by the State, and when 
masses of-men lived in communes and free federations. 

'The . State is but pne of the forms taken by society in the course of 
history. 'How can· one be confused '*-ith the othed · · :' . 

OD· the other hand the State bas also been cpnfused with governrnent. 
As there ·can 'be'no State without government, it ·has :- ~~.~n ;someti~es 
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sai<f th~t it -is .. -the absence ()£ government, and not the abolition of the 
'State that should be the aim. . 
~ It ~eems to me, however, that State and government represent two 
ideas of a different kind. The State idea implies quite another idea to 
that of government. It not only includes the existence of a power 
placed above society; but also an historipal concentration and a concentra­
tion of 11iany functions of the life of society in the hands of a few or even 
pf all. It implies new relations among the members of society. 

This characte1·istic distinction, which perhaps escapes notice at first 
sight, appears clearly when the origin of the State is studied. · 

To really understand the State, there is, in fact, but one way: 
it is to study it in its historical development, and that is what I am go­
ing to endeavour to do. 

The Roman Empire was a State in the true sense of the word. Up 
till now it is the ideal of the students of law. 

Its organs covered a vast domain with a close network. Everything 
flowed to·wards Rome: economic life, military life, judicial relations, 
riches, education, even religion. From Rome c:;ime laws, magistrates, 
legions to defend their territory~ governors to rule the provinces, gods. 
The whole life of the Empire could be traced back to the Senate; later 
on to the Omsar, the omnipotent, omniscient, the god of the Empire. 
Every province, every district had its miniature Capitol, its little share 
of Roman sovereignity to direct its whole life. One law, the law im­
posed by Rome, governed the Empire; and that Empire did not repre­
sent a confederation of citizens: it was only a flock of siibjects. 

Even at present, the ::;tudents of law and the authoritarians alto­
gethe admire the unity of that Empire, the spirit of unity of those laws, 
the beauty-they say-the harmony of that 01·ganisation . _ 

But the interna,l decomposition furthered by barbarian invasion-the 
death of local life, henceforth unable to resist attacks from without and 
the gangrene spreading from the centre-pulled that empire to pieces, 
and on its ruins was established and developed a new civilisation, which 
·js ours to-day. 

And if, putting aside antique empires, we study the or1gm and 
development of that young barbarian civilisation till the time when it 
gave birth to our modern States, we shall be able to grasp the essence 
.of the State. We shall do it better than we should have done, if we 
.had launched ourselves in the study of the Roman Empire, or the 
.empire of Alexander, or else of despotic Eastern mor,archies. 

In taking these powerful barbarian destroyers of the Roman Empire 
as a starting point, we can retrace the evolution of all civilisation from 
its origin till it reaches the stage of the State. 

II. 
Most of the philosophers of the last century had conceived very 

elementary notions abuut the origin of societies. 
At the beginning, they said, men lived in small, isolated families, and 

perpetual war among these families represented the normal condition of 
existence. But one fine day, perceiving the drawbacks of these endless 
.struggles, they decided to form a society. A social contract was agreed 
:upon among scattered families, who willingly submitted to an authority, 
which authol'ity-need I tell you ?-became the starting point and the 
initiative of all progress. Must I add, as you have already been toid in 
school, that our present governments have up till now impersonated 
the noble part of salt of the earth, of pacifiers and civilisers of 
.humanity? 
. This conception, which was born at a time wl1en little was known 
about the 01·igin of ma,n, prevailed in the last centul'y; ·and we must 
.say that in the hands of the e1icyclopedists and of Rousseau, the idea 
-of a "social contract" became a powerful weapon 'vith which to fight 
royalty ar,d divine right. Nevertheless, in Epite of services it may have 
_rendered in the past, that theory must now be recognised as false. 

The _fact is that all animals, ::;ave some beasts and birds of prey, and 
a few species that are in course ot extinction, live in societies. In the 
. .struggle for existence it is the sociable species that get the better of 
those who are not. In every class of animals they occupy the top of 
the ladder, and there cannot be the least doubt that the first beings of 
human · aspect already lived in societies. Man did not create society; 
society is anterior to man. 

We also know today-anthropology has clearly demonstrated it-that 
· the starting point of humanity was not the family, but the clan, the 

tribe. The paternal family such as we have it, or such as is depicted in 
Hebrew tradition, appeared only very much -later. Men lived tens of 
thousands of years in the stage of clan or tribe, n.nd during that first 
stage__:_let us call it primitive or savage t1·ibe, if you will-man already 
developed a whole series of institutions, habits, and customs, far anterior 
to the paternal family institutions. 

In those tribes, the separate family existed no more than it exists 
among so many other sociable mammalia. Divisions in the midst of the 
tribe itself were formed by generations ; and since the earliest pe1·iods 
of tribal life limitations were established to hinder marriage relations 
between divers generations, while they were freely practised between 
members of the same ger,eration. Traces of that peri<;>d are still extant 
in certain contemporary tribes: and we find them again in the language, 
the customs, the superstitions of nations who were far more advanced 
in civilisation. · · 
· ·' ·The, whole tribe hunted and harvested in common, and when they 

··were satisfied they gave themselv.es up with pa.ssion to their dramatic 
dances. ·Nowadays we still find tribes, very near to this primi.tive phase, 

driven back to the outskirts of the la~~ge ~ontinents, or in Alpine regions, 
the leai;t accessible of our globe. 

The accurw1lation of private property could not ' t~ke place, because 
each thiug that had been the personal property of a member of the tribe 
was de::;troyed or burned on the spot where his corpse was buried. This 
is even still done by gipsies in Englancli and the funeral rites of the 
" civilised " still bear its traces : the Chinese burn paper models of what 
the dead possessed ; and' we lead the military chief's horse, and carry 
his sword and decorations as far as the grave. The meaning of the 
institution is lost : onl v the form survives. 

Far from professing "contempt for human life, these primitive indi­
viduals had a horrot· of blood and murder. Shedding blood was 
considered a deed of such gravity that each drop of blood shed-not 
only the blood of men, but also that of certain animals-required that 
the aggressor should lose an equal quantity of blood. 

In fact, a murder within the tribe itself wi:i.s a deed absolutely wn.­
known; you may see it till now, among the Inolts or Esquimaux-those 
survivors of the stone age that inhabit the Arctic regions. But when 
tribes of different origin, colour, or tongue met during their migrations, 
war was often the result. It is true that then already men tried to 
mitigate the effect of these shocks. Already then, as has so well been 
demonstrated by Maine, Post, N ys, the tribes agreed upon and respected 
certain rules and limitations of W<1r which contained the germs of what 
was to become internat.ional hw later on. For example, a village was 
not to be attacked without giving warning to th e inhabitants. Never 
would anyone have dared to kill on a path trodden by women going to 
the well. And, to come to terms, the b;tlance of the ill.en killed on boc;h 
sides had to be paid. From that time forwitrd, <1 general law overruled 
all others:-!'. Your people have killed or wounded one of ours, there­
ore we have the right to kill one of yours, or to inflict an absolutely 
similar wound on one of yours "-never mind which, as it is always the 
tribe that is rnsponsible for every act of its membe ~·s. The well-known 
biblical verses, " Blood for blood, a.n eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, 
a wound for a Yrnund, a life for a life,''-but no more !-thence derive 
their origin~ as was so well remarked by Koenigsw;1rter. It was their 
conception of justice, and we h1we not ipuch i·ea.son to boast; as the 
principle of "a life for <t life" that prevaiis in our codes is but one of 
its numerous survivR.ls 

As you see, a whole series of institutions, and many others which I 
must pass ovee in silence--a whole code of tribal morals was already 
elaborated during this primitive stage. And to maintain this kernel of 
social customs in force, habit, custom, tradition sufficed. 'l'here was no 
authority to impose it. 

(1 o be continued.) 

The 
ANARCHISTS OF BARCELONA. 

We are near the end of th i:> tragedy. Stnce April 20, the Supreme C mrt 
of Military Appeal of M:tdrid i::i re-ex:aniiniug· the sentence:> pas::ied in Dc!cem­
ber by the Court-martial in the fortrt'SS of Montjuicli. Tile Public Prose­
cutor of Madrid i::i a. worthy colleague of the Pro:>ecutor of B trcelona who 
demauded that the eyes of the Court 1>hould be closed to reason l Instead 
of nine he demands ten death sentences, and 20 years' penal servitude for five, 
19 years 1 month 1 day for eight, 18 years 9 months 1 day for thirty-three 
prisoners, whilst thirty should go free. 

The corresponde11t of the St.anclard(April 22) who telegraphs these details 
from Madrid says: ''Indeed, t!ie priri czpf!-l testirnony obtained for tlie prosecu­
tion was derived from the confessions of Asclzeri and two otlier chief oJfend~rs."(?) 
Since it is established beyoud a <loubt that these "c0nfessio11s" were obtained 
by imimaginable tortures, it b~c»mes ev[deu~ on what grouud the wh 11le fabric 
of an imaginary cotispira.cy (the inner circle of the C trruen's Clnb, etc.) rests. 

Fresh letters are conti'nn>tlly bP.ing recei·1ed. FRANCISCO GANA, a Repub­
lican prisoner writed (see Temps Nouveaux, Pa.ris, Aped 3) that on Angust 4 
(the day of St. D,m1i11go de Guzwan, the fonuder •of the I1·1qui:;itio11 in Europe) 
he and other prisouers were placed in separate cells and, after beir•g hand­
cuff~d, he was told to march quick from one end of the cell to the other, 
berng watched from the outside. ''After 24 hours I ft'lG iutolerable pains 
in my arms and ha.nds. I a~ktJd them to take the handcuffs off for a little 
while ; they whipped me. I asked for water ; they gave rue dry codfish~ 
When I asked again for water, they replied by lashing me witli whips all 
over the body and said: if I would declare I had thrown the bomb, I should 
have bread and wine aqd _wo.uld be allowed to sleep. I replied that I was 
not and never had been an Anarchist, because I abhorred these proceedings 
[probably he.means violence], and that I was a Republican. They said that 
I was sure to tell them the truth for this was only the first part of the torture." 

He passed in this way four days and nights until delirium overtook him. 
"On the morning of August 9, the officials entered and dema~ided the name 

of the bouib-tbrower. I said I did not know of what they talked. Upon this 
one of them tied up my genital parts and comµressed them. Tlli:s wa.s, as they 
told rue, the secoqd part [of the torture]. I lost con::-ciuusuess, aud wh~n I 
came to, the llails of my teet ga.ve rue pain ; I <b uot kuow wba,t they had 
done with rue. What a horrible night! what pitiful cries I beard coming 

· from the other cells! These are t.orture:-i which it is imfJo"sible to re:>ist." 
Finally, after he had tried suicidt:', Portas (the cliit-f torturer) told him, 

"You twe, Ga.11a, I had bee11 told th-tt yon were oue of the chief actors, but 
to-day I know l>et t ... r ; tlti:-i i-1 a. fa.lse declaration. I know that you artl not 
au Auarcbi:;t, 011ly a Republicau, d~.; a.ll this 1.s a. joke ...... 1' Then they 
took. uff the lia.11dc11ffs, ga.vtt hiru water aud soup a.11d left him to sleep-on 
Llie b>tre floor wt-t "irl1 his owu blood.-" I c 1uld uot sleep, so horrible we~e 
the cries which I heard." · 

Auorht-r let.tt-r from JosE Mor.As (sentenced to dea.th) desc~ibe:i iu a similar 
way how the t11rt11res co111111euced 011 Augu:st 6, by 36 Ii ours nia.rching round 

. Jhe ~~111. , ~d11~ . u11ahle to coutiuue he was beaten autl whipped, tiually thrown 
clow111 gaggt'd 1u1d k1111ckt>d ab,iut the ht>ad . . Alltbi~ coutmued uutil Augul!t 
15 (1.i11~ , di1y1:1 a11d uights). Then he was,led Ldure Portas, who said, "If you 
waut y~9~ sutft1riug:s to cc:~e. _and t_o get som~~hiug t'J ea.~, JUU >V·i..ii s .gu thj~ 
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declaration." He si<Yned it~ but when brought before the judge he declared 
tha.t it was a11 wrong. Portas then ordered him to be tortured again ; this 
time fire was used. 

One of his torturers was the warder Magans; he and Estorqui (another 
warder) are decorated-owing to their meri~s in tort?-ring, in ~894, t~e 
Anarchist prisoners arrested in connection with the Ltceo explos10n ; this 
decoration gives them a monthly extra income of 20 francs ; for this miser­
able sum their colleagues probably envy them ani:l try to come up to their 
standard of bestiality ! . . 

Of other documents I mention Some facts on the infamies of Montjuicli, 
dated March 10 written by a prisoner; a summary of all the events, distri­
buted as a mani'festo all over Spaiu ; a French translation is published in the 
Pere Peinard of April 18. Also a declaration signed by all the condemned 
and sent to the Ateneo Barcelonese, the Catalonian scientific society; after 
bein(• photographed it was laid before the judioial authorities. 

A ~pedal number of Dr. Creaghe's Oprirnido, entitled La Inquisicion en 
Espana (Buenos Ayres) is also giv(,)n to this subject : 

Seldom indeed, if we except the conspiracy of silence of the English daily 
press, has a subject of s_uch revoltii:ig character been so _widely mad: known, 
and yet it is feared all is of no ava1l, and the next fortmght may brrng news 
that the worst has happeued. 
· The Spanish comrades, who know the ferocity of their government, seem 
to forestall snch an issue, and have published a manifeseo in four languages, 
of which we reproduce here the English text : 

"TO ANARCHISTS." 
"-The press has reported the wrongs of Barcelona Anarchists." 
"You will know what happened in that town after the explosion of a bomb 

burled against the authoritie1:1 who took part in the procession of Santa Nlaria 
del Mar." 

"The explosion took place last year at the beginning of June, and under 
the plea of searchiug for the author, who up till now bas remained unknown, 
the police arrested more than 400 comrades and suppressecl several news­
papers. After this a trial was instituted of which the authors themselves 
were ashamed. A trial that has been considered infamous by the French 
press. Brought before a military tribunal, the Auarchists, who had been 
cruelly tortured, proclaimed their innocence and divulged the methods made 
use of by the military judge and his agents." 

"It has thus been made public that with a crnelty unknown even during 
the ancient inquisition, the prisoners were refused food and sleep, or else they 
received n,otbing bnt salt cod, and were refused water ; that their flesh was 
burnt with hot irons ; that their testicles were twisted ; that their nails 
were torn off, and that they were left hangiug by the wrists to the ceiling of 
their cells." 

· "Two comrades died from their tortures. Mais went mad from the effects 
of his atrocious sufferings, and those who had the stoical force to resist tor­
ture and not confess themselves guilty of a crime they had not committed, 
did uot appear at the trial." 

"Everywhere people have protested against this horrible crime of the 
bourgeoisie, and the public prosecutor himself not being able to deny the 
inuoceuce of the accused, said he closed his eyes to reason and asked for ven­
geance, uot justice." 

"Vengeauce, yes ! because this is an opportunity of stifling a geuerous 
ideal iu the biood of Anarchi8ts." 

"Cowardly vengeance, to want to shoot nine men who have committed no 
crime, and to transport and imprison 119 comrades against whom the accnser 
had nothing to say." 

"We Anarchists must not ask for justice from men who consider justice au 
empty wurd." 

'' \Vhat we shall do is to protest in EVERY POSSIBLE WAY ag 'linst the crimes 
of authority, aud to hold ourselves in readiness for the day when the con­
demned ruen of Montjnich will be shot. It is necessary for the people to know 
that they must expect nothing from their implacable fue.'1 

"For this reason we turn to comrades of all countries and appeal to all 
workers to make an UNANIMOUS PROTEST ON THAT DAY." 

"Death to the inquisitors, and rememb .r the Martyrs of Montjuich ! " 
"Long live the Social Revolution. Long live Anarchy." · 

"Barc.elona, April, 1897." 

This proposition will, we hope, be followed by the bolp ing of a large meet­
ing of protest in Loudon, it were desirable for every bca.l group in London 
a11d the provinc~s to hold similar meetings, aud wherever possible to 
eudeavour to lay the facts before as large au outside public as possible. The 
curse of civilised, Christian governments, and of governrneuts in general 
canuc.t be ruore fo1cibly brought home ,than by their recent crimes against 
the prisouers ef Montjuicb. 

THE LABOR QUESTION VERSUS ANARCHISM. 
BY DR. L. SMIRNOW. 

(Being an cKldress delivered befo1·e a mass meeting called by tlie I nterna­
t·ioncil W01·kingmen's Educational Club of Wate1·biwy, Conn., U.S.A., 
revised cmd enla1·ged.) 

SoCIE'rY As I'l' IS. 

For the reasons previously stated WE;J mtl8t consider society, its cus­
toms and institutions, as they now are, before we go to form conceptions 
of better systems, But this can not very well be done, because we 
ourselves live in th~s society and we have becouie accustomed to its ways 
and means-we have adapted ourselves to the ::;urroundings,-unless 
we adopt a scieriti:fic method of rese.arch. vVe must act as an impartial 
and unlJribed judge; "vve"must not be influenced by anything or ahy­
body; we must not favor one side or another; and .more,_ we must con­
sider omseJves as entirely out of this. society, as though we are no part 
of it, so that all custom n·rid prejudice "vvould be removed and judgement 
would come clear and untainted. It is very desirable that this method 
be employed when considering the substance of this lecture, otherwise 
justice ciin not be done to: it. · 

lmi1gi11e, the1efo1·e: that you come h.\)In Rome far-off la11q; sayJrom 
M trs~ om• next. nei.:;hboU:r ir1 the· solar :;y::,t ·j1u. · :Yot1 come fl:'om there 

entirely unconscious of what oc?tlrS on Earth; you know ~ot w~at is 
found upon it ; you. kno:v nothmg of th~ nature o~ the. mhab~tants, 
their mode of living, their means of subsistence, their ethics, their mo­
rality, etc. All these things you wan~ to find out .. W:ith the eagerness 
of an explorer you thus set out to satisfy your curiosity, an.d, first of 
all things, you observe Nature -herself., The sun her~ shm~s much 
brighter and warmer than on Mars. 'Ihe atmosphere is so hght and 
pleasant ; The sky clear and beautiful. The earth itself is so fertile: 
fruit of all descriptions, plants, vegetables, maize, wheat, cotton, rice, 
spices, etc., etc., grow in great abundance. Nature seems to have pro .. 
vided most abundantly and in the best possible manner. You next 
behold great mansions and spa~io~1s country seats alo.ng the ~hores an~ 
in the forests. These large bmldmgs are only occupied by smgle fami• 
lies occasionally by two or three people. Alchough lonely, either on a 
hill' in the midst of the thick meadows or in front of a wide expanse of 
water these buildings afford great comfor to the inmates; while the 
luxur~ within them is immense. The polished floors, mirrors, plate­
glass and crystalline chandeliers dazzle the eye ; while the rich uphol­
stery, clrapings, carpets, etc., are astonishing. And you exclaim, "How 
happy these people on Earth must be ! Walking through the fields 
your eye meets many pleasing sights. Occasionally you come upon a 
group of people harvesting, gathering wheat, maize and other produce. 
There some people dig up vegetables; here others are picking fruit. All 
are content, there is apparently no scrambling and the earth seems to 
yield everything required of her. Later you come ~nto a valley with a 
few scattered houses, all very small and poorly-lookrng, some very old 
and nearly broken down; but these, you suppose, are just temp9rary 
residences for the harvesters. As you walk 011 you come to a n arrow 
but deep river, just below the small group of houses, to the pretty azure 
color of which the green grass along its sides adds its hue. So serenely 
flows the water, the gentle breeze alone distm·bing the velvety smooth­
ness of the otherwise unruffled surface; no sound, no noise, no disturb­
ance breaks your peace. And as you lie beneath the cool shade ~f a 
thickset tree, gazing upon the beautiful hrnclscape around you, the htt_le 
birds sing happy songs and the leaves seem to t alk among themselves m 
a language unknown ; you are moved by the harmony of nature and 
inspired with love for the beauty it affords. You go on still furtherr 
for many miles, and meet with but little change. Here and there, 
wagons are passing by loaded with goods, chiefly v~getables an~ pro:luce. 
On inquiry from passers-by you learn that there is a large city, i.e. a 
great aggregation of houses and people, near by, and you walk towards 
it. 

Early morning, the daylight just dawning and the air still fresh with\ 
watery vapour as the reel glow from the sun, which is just emerging 
from beneath the horizon, illumines the lofty peaks and towers that ex­
tend well-nigh to the clouds. You enter the streets of this great city, 
which, for convenience, we will call New York. Perfect quietude pre­
vails, all people are yet immersed in deep slumber. Here and there 
you see a baker's or milkman's wagon rush by, and occasionally you, 
meet some pedestrian, dressed in a blue frock coat with gilt buttons, 
with a heavy stick in his hand, walking lazily through the street. B ut'· 
shortly after, yet at a very early hour, you begin to r1otice some com~ 
motion; people begin to walk back and forth, many wagons, loaded and 
unloaded, roll through the streets, and in a few minutes as you reach 
the interior of the city you behold tremendous excitement a nd great 
tumult. What strike you forcibly are the massive walls, on either side . 
of the street, of the lofty, magnificent buildings that stand massed to·­
gether in countless numbers. And you see thousands of people rush) 
in and out of those buildings as though it were for the life of them ~ 
still others run in other directions, some into the side streets disappear­
ing there through some door or other; others up or down the street. 
The throng is so crowded that locomotion becomes almost impossible; . 
each elbows his way through, pushing the others away. All rush· 
breathlessly on for some purpose or other, but you know not what. 
Meanwhile heavy wagons roll noisily on and cars filled with people, 
pulled or pushed by some n;iysterious and hidden force, move slowly 
along the street, which has become almost blockaded by innumerable, 
vehicles, all of which are extremely anxious to move along with the 
greatest rapidity possible. Overhead, trains filled with people run up· 
:;i,nd down the road with great rapidity; the noise they produce is almost · 
deafening. All around you the excitement is intense: bells are ringing, . 
whistles blowing, and various noises pierce your ears. Boys run around. 
and shout, "Extra Sim I" "Extra W01~ld I"" New Y01·k Tirnes!" etc. 1 . 

the meaning of which you cannot understand, and you ask yourselfr· 
" What is all this about?" You are bewildered ; you know not what-· 
to do nor where to go. You ascend a lofty tower that happens to be 
near by, HO as to better view the entire city. Far. beyond, the great se::i. 
is spread out m full glory, its struggling waves beat towards the shore;. 
and on its surface float numerous vessels, of va rious shapes and sizes, 
each seemingly prnpelled by a force of its own, some coming into portr 
others going out, some being loaded with bales, barrels or cases, others· 
unlon.ded. On the other side of the city you see trnins of cars propelled 
by steam also coming and going, each b1·iuging or taking away people, 
or cattle, or bales and barrels of good.-;. As you look down on the · 
streets again you see countless numbers of people in all parts of the· 
city, but. more t hickly in the centre, who, ]ike iu:,;ignificaut little ant:;,.. 
crawl ;u·ouud aud fnrnble about at their ctm1bt:1·:-;ome work. Some ar13 
constructiu,g· buildiuos some lift weiuhts 1:1nd can')' timber, bricks or 

. . 0 ' 0 . 
other portables from vlace to place, some run W<tgon.;;, trucks or cai::'l, 
and others busy themselves about the . houses a.~1d ~lwellings already 
conf$tructed. In short, you see a, busy world that is apparently in con­
st;rnt motion nnrl nctivitv · nnrl yon feel a ~reat desire to learn some, 
particulars about it. • ' .., 
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you descend the tower and procure a guide to lead you through the 
areat city and instruct you in the things you observe. The guide first 
brings you to the g~·~at stores .and warehouses of grain and produce. 
You see vast quant~ties of gram-flour, wheat, maize_:_and other pro­
. duce in infinite variety, also great quantities of various kinds of fruit. 
Your guide informs you of just the quantity of grain and produce found 
in the markets of the ~bole world, and that the number of inhabitants 
on the Earth is 1,487,000,000. You make a hasty calculation and find 
that there is grain and produce in the markets of the world sufficient 
not only to feed the inhabitants of the Earth for the coming year, but 
·also all the inhabitants of Mars; and you exclaim, "How lucky these 
people are!" You are fur~he: shown warehouses fi~led with gold and 
silver articles of every description, warehouses of silk and woollens, 
materials oriental and fancy, foreign and domestic. In short, you see 
an abundant supply of articles of wear and other articles of every des­
cription, a stock more than ~nough to supply the wants of every indi­
vidual living in that great city. Later you see several car-loads of fish 
and many car-loads of rotten fruit thrown into the river; then, again, 
several wagon-loads of stale bread, a big loa.d of rancid butter and a few 
other things are dumped into the river. Well, you think, this demon­
strates beyond all doubt that there is a superabundance of nutritious 
material, since so much of it is thrown away. 

Your guide next brings you to the aristocratic streets, which again 
.arouse your admiration. The streets are s;o clean, the air pure and the 
buildidgs at convenient distances apart. Outside these buildings, or 
rather, pctlctces, are magnificent, and inside they are roomy and comfort­
able. The rich furniture and upholstery is very attractive, and the 
gold and silvm· ornamental disph1y seems almost extravagance. These 
houses and streets are lighted with electricity (again, something myste­
:rious and incorn prehensible ), and telephones and other convenient mod­
ern contrivances are attached to each house ; in short, it is luxury all 
-through. You next go through the big retail stores of dry goods, fur­
Jliture, clothing, jewellery, etc., and you observe all the wealth and 
riches therein. Surely, you will say, the people here ought to be happy 
. and content now that they have such great wealth, natural and artificial, 
.at their command. You are now contemplating writir.g to your friends 
up in Mars to come down and live on this happy and fortunate Earth, 
_and to share in the luxury and comfort. 

The next day your guide shows you the other side of the fence. He 
Jbrings you down town, and there you behold sights of misery and de­
grada.tion that you have never thought or dreamed qf before. The 
brilliant sunlight is almost excluded by the tall tenement houses, and 
.the narrow streets are dark in the midst of day. Filth and dirt abound 
:in terrible excess, the atmosphere is heavy and unwholesome. A dis­
ease-breeding condition supervenes; here lies the carcass of some animal 
which fills the air with putrid odours ; there lies a quantity of rotten 
fruit strewn around on the V1.7alk. In front of every house there is a 
barrel full of waste material-bones, stale bread, rotten eggs, foul meat, 
etc., the decomposition of which fills the air with poisonous gases ; yet, 
to your horror, you behold an old woman and, further on, an old man 
picking their food out of these waste-barrels and devouring it on the spot. 

(To be Continued.) 

PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
(Being extracts frorn tlw·ee Lecturns delivered by Joh.n Turner· at Ch.1·ist­

chiir·ch Hall, Spitalfields, E ., on Januar·y 25, Februw·y 1 cind 8, 1897.) 

I. -The Labor Movement in America. 
The American Labour Movement is at present a thorough mosaic, 

and very mixed. America is "a big country," and there are many 
labour movements. The largest organisation at present is the Ameri-
can Federation of labour. · 

The hist.ory of these movements presents a very chequered career. 
·Before the Civil War labour organisations were almost unknO\vn, they 
had little reason for existing. Even in the bulk of . the labour 
.organisations taken as a mass, there is no distinct class-feeling as he1·e, 
the consciousness of an exploiting and an exploited class. There every­
body is by instinct and training a business man. No political party 
.speaks of the working classes. The bulk of the workers imbued with 
business and commercial ideas, great possibilities seem still to be open 
to many, and the hope is not given up to become employers themselves. 

After the war, when the armies were discharged, a terrible period of 
depression followed. In Powderly's "Fifty Years of American 
Labour," (1839 to 1889) it is told how a Philadelphia Union, with the 
chacteristic impulsiveness and spontaneity of the ..Americans, joined 
the Army, one and all resolving, as they said in their resolution, ''to 
.enlist with Uncle Sam until the Union is safe or we are whipped. 
The Union was adjourned till after the war.* Whilst the workers 
were fighting their battles the capitalists created their monopoliei;: and 
.the plutocrats got hold of Congress. About 1866 the National Labour 
Union began to be formed and was fairly successful until 1872. 'fhere 
is always some amount of political business connected with the labour 
movements there, and so this Union brought forward a political pro­
gram, and in 1872 nominated a presidential candidate; this led to its 
decay, and in 1873-4 it went , ·etty well to pieces. Other essays at 
organisation followed, the ''Brotherhood of Labour," later on the 
~' Knights of Labour." 

* "It ~aving been resolved to enlist with Uncle Sam for the war, this union 
,.stands adJo,urned until either the union is safe or we are whipped." 

.~he origin of the " Knights of Labour," he was told, was connected 
w1tn secret soeieties of Irish miners in Pennsy 1 vania. In America 
there is great love for secrecy: friendly :::mcieties with all possible sor,t 
of mummery. He saw at Cleveland, one of their conventions where 
impm;sible, curious costumes were worn that must have be~n very 
expensive, etc. These Irish miners committed several murders in the 
interests of their societies, until a detective was sent among them, and 
finally they were broken up, and many executed and imprisoned. Some 
of these had something to do with the origin of the Knights of Labour. 
The "Knights" also were a secret society, to which however at one 
time nearly all the workers of some great towns belonged ; they 
accepted everybody as a member, also members of other Trade-Unions, 
and for some time wielded a tremendous power, spreading also to 
England, Belgium and France. 

But they became almost a political body; their officials had power to 
decide on questions coming up in a great number of trades, of the 
technicalities of which they could not possibly understand anything, 
and so their decisions were unsatisfactory. American union officials are 
far more arbitrary and have greater power to order on and off strike 
than here. An enormous amount of " boodle " was going on ; so whilst 
at one time they numbered between two and three millions, disruption 
set in, the cigar-makers first demanded autonomy for the settling. of 
their own affairs; the "Knights'; refused it and demanded subordin;:t~ 
tion. The result was the cig::1r-·makers seceded, other trndes followe:~, 
and the formation of the " Ame1·ican Federation of Labour," whioh. 
guarantees the autonomy of trade-unions, who federated for mutua.1 
su~port:,' Since that time the" Knights" are dwindling away as ra:pidly 
as theyonce were on the increase. One of their best achievements was 
the training of quite a number of men in social subjects by the lectutes _ 
and discussions at their meetings. 'fhey admitted also middle-class .. 
men, many of whom only joined for political ~·easons and used this . 
movement for their political promotion. At one time the Gr~ncl Master 
Workman of New York, could call within three days 60,000 members 
to a midnight open-air meeting, to-day it doubtful of 600 could be got 
together . 

The Federation of Labour is for Trade-Unionism pure and simple; 
it is a conservative body and some of the Unions such as the Machinists 
dirflctly emphasise this in the preambles of their statutes. 

They do not allow party politics, but favour discussions on economic 
subjects, but no resolutions must be voted. 

The American Unions are mainly built upon the principles of what 
is called here the new unionism : small contributions, a fighting policy, 
no benefits. But now they are being to adopt the opposite policy : 
larger contributions, permanent benefits. So the tendency of develop­
ment is quite the opposite to England. 

The lecturer described a strike which he witnessed, and took part in 
by addressing the strikers, at Cleveland: Ohio. Here strikers are very 
little excited, and go about with melancholy faces. Bnt there they all 
seem to be on pins and needles, the excitement is enormous, the most 
violent speeches are made, also the foreign workers feel more free and 
act more energetically. The nervousness of the capitalists is easy to 
understand. That small strike in Cleveland originated by the dismissal 
of two unionists because they would not accept non-urnon wages, was 
at one time about to become a general strike in Cleveland. 

Strike are more bitterly fought than here because they mostly are 
strikes of resistence against the lowering of the accustomed standard of 
comfort, whilst Europeans mostly fight for better conditions of work or 
higher wages. 

Of the Socialist Labour Party there is little to say. Without being 
narrow-minded he :still mu.;;t say that as far as the American ·workers 
are concerned, it is a negligeable quantity, it absolutely does not count. 
It is largely confined to New York (chiefly the Jews) where the 
European Social-Democrats usually land and join an organisation that 
nearest corresponds to their ideas of Berlin, Hamburg or Dresden, 
They ignore American traditions and feelings, and call the Americans 
ignorant, whilst they are often much over-cultivated and a. smarter 
man in every respect. Even Johann Most does not understand the 
Americans ; it is doubtful if he ever went further vVest than Omaha, 
and has not yet caught the American spirit. The foreign immigrants 
before all learn to abuse and to swear; whilst being large in numbers, 
yet they are a disappearing factor, for immigration decreases, and the 
second generation wants to be American. Sons of old refugees of '48, 
born in America, have only interest in ba~eball and affect not to know 
the German language, because it is tabooed by the ordinary Americans. ' 
It is only question of time before the foreign languages will disappear 
almost altogether. 

The votes given for Socialist Labour Party candidates are insignificant. 
He read the programme of one of their chief candidates when standing 
for local office at Patterson, N.J., which is chiefly the old radical 
municipal program, almost realized in Birmingham, Glasgow, etc. 
Their p1·esidential vote in 1892 w:as 21,157; in 1896, 36,563, of which 
17,731 in York, and 3,985 in New Jersey. · The figures were taken 
from The People, January 3, 1897. 

The American Socialistic Party i6 the Populist Party. They are not 
Socialists at all in the sense in which Socialism iH understood iu Europe, 
but are at -bottom throughly individualistic. Their Soc1ali~»m ends with 
the demand for State-ownership of monopolies ; they would bitterly 
resist land nationalisation. 'l'he other American Socialistic labour 
movement was the Knights of Labour, now practically extinct. 

The Americ:m does not .take to Socialism ns the Enrnpeans~ do. He 
He nevee unrle1·stood the In.dividualist Ana1·chist st.wdpoiut before ' 
going to America. Now he sees that the sta.u<l poiut uf Tucker, etc. 
correspon<lfl to the economic conditions of certain pa.tts of Ame1·ica.-
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not the large cities, but the agricultural conditions of some of the 
Western States. 

The Labour· Movement was nearly always mixed up with politics. 
. The trade-unions were called a foreign importation. True, the English 
movement was inst~t.uted, and many of the prominent unionists are 
Britishers, innumerable Iri.:;hmen, and many English. Trade-unionism 
is increasing ill spite of all prejudice8, i't is a necessary complement of 
the .industrial system. A proletariat is rapidly created. Even working­
men who own their houses are brought down from their position ; they 
may evade a $trike in order not to loose their home, but by this their 
conditions. are lowered and finally they_ lose house and everything. 

One of the best known men is Eugene V. Debs, the leader of the 
big railway strike of 1895. Quite recently he declared himself a Social­
ist, having had in prison an opportunity for closer economic studies. 
Ais idea had been. when editor of the Fireman's Journal, to form one 
sole union of all railway workers, much on the principle of the Knights 
of Labour, accepting everybody whether he belonged already to a union 
or not. This organisation was seven or eight weeks old when the great 
strike began. This shows the impetuosity of their members. The 
strike was realy lost by divisions in the ranks of labours. If Gompers 
(of the Federation of Labour) had declared for a general strike of the 
Federation, the strike would have had a good chance of winning, and 
would have been the greatest victory ever won, but it would have 
resulted also in exinction of some of the old unions and Debs over­
shadowing all other labour leaders. So they rather let this strike be 
lost than the habitual balance of power be altered . 
Debs will play an important part yet if he keeps straight. He ;vill 
Americanise the Socialist movement, give it an American flavour, a 
task in which nobody 'has succeeded. 

Another consolidation will take place before long ; the Federation of 
Labour is too conservative and corresponds not enough to the growing 
movement. They did not re-elect A. Macreath, an Individualist Anar­
chist, as their secretary at their last convention; this shows their con­
servative spirit. The eight-hour clay has been for years a plank in 
their platform, but only a few unions tried to obtain it, with only 
partial success. This question is being shelved year by year, the lead­
ers being afraid that if an attempt were made and be unsuccessful, the 
organisation might go by the board.. So timid they are. 

'J.'he economic truth of Socialism, however, is slowly but surely per­
meating even the American workpeople, and they are sure to find 
expression in their Trades-Unions. The Socialist Labour Party would 
long since have been a power among the workpeople in the cities, had 
it not stultified itself by its stupidity. It has tried to dominate 
both the Knights of Labor and the American Federation of Labour, 
but has failed in each case. It now pursues a " sour grapes " policy 
imputing nothing but baseness to everything and everybody not within 
its ranks. It has all the vices and none of the virtues of the political 
Socialists here. Its organ, The People, of New York, declared that the 
lecturer was imported by the A.F.L. to attack S.L.P. and was paid by 
it for this wol'lc While constantly declaring Trade-Unionism " bosh," 
it wrongfully stated that some bills in Yiddish announcing some lec­
tures by him in Philadelphia were printed in a" rat house," and though 
both of these untruthful statements were refuted in letters to this 
paper not a word of rectification ever appeared; but it was repeated a 
week or two later. This narrow bigotry has kept many honest labor 
men convinced of the truths of Socialism from joining its ranks, but 
the ideas will yet find rest inside the Federation of Labour, and when 
they do they are likely to be minus politics. Under these circumstances 
lie is quite confident that others like Debs will be bolder and step 
forward. · 

The progress of capitalism is irresistible ; they make use of the 
divisions of labor and buy the leaderR. Powderly, when no longer re­
elected Grand Master of the K.L. became a lawyer, and sold out to 
McKinley & Co., whilst before he wa!'l a democrat. · 

A clear Socialist programme would unite the workers as never before; 
but they are saturated with politics, and for many years politics will 
not be taken out of the movement. An American who understands 
the revolutionary traditions of Americfl, only can inaugurate such a 
movement; all elements for success exist: opportunity, impulsiveness, 
hitter hatred (which he did not love but which the capitalists feared), 
all these are the guarantees of a cori1ing movement. 

The lecturer had also dwelt on the free speech question, as to open­
air meetings, etc. Local ordnances mostly OVE}r-ride this inalienable 
right, a permission must be demanded from the Mayor who often 
ref uset>. Still, in Western towns he addressed meetings in some main 
thoroughfares. 

'l'he Anarchists, especially the Germans, have done a lot of hard 
work among the labor organizations, and there is little doubt but that 
those who have a distinct idea as to what the -outcome of the present 
~truggleis, will in the end exert a tremendous influence. At preserit 
there is: a good deal of confusion with the A .F.L. steadily growing over 
all other .01·ganisatio11s . . Hit continues to keep out politics both in 
theory and in and in imic.:Lice '.~·bile ~weieorning ecu1 ornic truths in it::; 
struggle wirh C.:<tpitali;-;111 it li ;.i s a ;-;p leuiiid· fot111·e before it.. If in keep­
ing th e fi1 ·~;tit refosu;-; t lie lattel' exp ;-•c! :<:->i o11 a i·upture is likely to ensue. 
If it <'HlJ 11n ly assimilate the new idea;:-; it nrny become a powerful weap­
on hehalf.q_f the workpeople pf Ame:rica .... 

SOCJETE '_1\WURANT ET L'ANARCHIE (Dying-Society aud Auarchy). 
· U. '.N.di:>uu wauts 80 c<jwrade1:1 to join in a 5s. sub~cript.ion w cover tbe 
c<>tit d hiate-rial for printing English translation of Jean·Grave'8 famous 
J.:ic•«•l<. . ;Sabsc1 ·ibers to takt:' value i11 fi11ished copie;i. · We will ·-p.rodnce it ,if 
. tlit- £20 i1:1.'raistd • . Addnss T. Ca11twel1 at thili office. E..Y.oung .5:i., N t:lsou,5d, 
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Sales of Pamphlets.-Edwards 1/4; G. S. 2s.; Firebrancl 17/8; Sh1llmg 5/1. 
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Where " Freedom" can be obtained. 

W. REEVES, 185, Fleet Street, E.C. I F. A. JoNES, 9, Little Queen Street, 
C. BAUM, St. John's Road, Hox- Holborn, W.C. • 

ton, N. 0. MATTHIAS, 20, Little Pnltney;,_St,, 
B. RUDERMAN, 71, Hanbury Street, I Wardour Street, W. .oa~~ tl .8J 

Spitalfields, E. J. LEvY, 113, Commercial:.Road, ~E. 
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Commune Commemoration Balance-sheet. 

INCOME. RXPENDITURE. 
'\Vorkers' Friend Group 8 0 Hire of hall :(~ 2 ()' 

German Group lO 0 Posters 10 6 
.Alarm Group 2 4 Postage and fares 2 0 
Loan 2 0 0 Repayment of loan 2 0 0 
Collection I 9 5! - ----

---- 4 14 6 
£4 9 91,, Income 4 9 9f 

--------
Deficit 4 8! 

----

SPECIAL ANNOUNCE11£ENTS. 

"THE COMMONWEAL" 
We have in stock the following 

BOUND VOLUMES oF "THE COMMONWEAL ,,. 

Vol. I. 
,, II. 
,, III. 
,, IV. 

Published during the Editorship of 

1885 
1886 
18S7 
1S88 

WILLIAM MORR.LS. 

2 
1 
1 
2 

Copies. 
', 
" 
" 

FREEDOM PAMPHLETS. 
No. 1. THE WAGE SYSTEM. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 
No. 2. THE COMMUNE OF PARIS, BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 
No. 3. A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM BETWEEN TWO 

WORKERS. BY E. J\11ALATEt-i TA. lo. 
No. 4. ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM: I'l'S BASIS AND PRINCIPLES. BY 

PE'l'ER KROPOTKINE. lei. 
No. 5. ANAHCHY. BY E. MALA'rESTA. Id. 
No. 6. ANARCHIST MORALITY. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 
No. 7. EXPROPRIATION. BY PETER KROPO'l'KINE. Id. 
No. 8. AN A.RCHISM AND OUTRAGE. BY C. lH. WILSON td. 
No. 9. AN ARUH Y ON TRIAL-George Etievaut, Jea.11 Grave an& 

O!i.serio Santo. 32 pages; ld. 
No. 10. ANARCHISM: ITS PHILOSC>PHY AND IDEAL. Id. 

Our next pamphlet will be:-
No. 11. REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT. ld. 

LA w AND AUTHORITY. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. 2d. 
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. Id. 
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 
THE UHICAGO MARTYRS. Their speeches in Conrt and the record of 

their trial, with the reasous given by Governor Altgeld for pardon· 
ing Fielden, Schwab, and Neebe. Price sixpence. 

GOD AND THE STATE. BY MICHAEL BAKOUNINE. Price fourpence. 
A DIALOGUE AND HUMOROUS POE'rRY BY L. S. B.; 16 pages 8vo. Id' 
THE IDEAL AND YOUTH. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. Id. 
REVOLUTIONARY STUDIES. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 
AN ANARCHIST ON ANARCHY. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. Id. 
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IN GERMANY. By GUSTAV LANDAUER. id. 
MONOPOLY; OR, How LABOR IS RoBBED. By WILLIAM MORRIS. Id~ . 
THE TABLES TURNED; oR, NuPKrns AWAKENED. A Socialist· 

interlude. By WILLIAM MoRIUS. ls. each. 
(Only a few of these original copies left.) 

CHANTS FOR SOCIALISTS. BY WILLIAM MORRIS. ld. 
USEFUL WORK VERsus USELESS TOIL. Bx WILLIAM MORRIS. ld. 
THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By WILLIAM MORRIS, E. BELFORT ' 

BAX and VICTOR DAVE. 2d. 
BIBLIOGRAPHIE DE l' AN.ARCHIE par M. NETT LAU. Preface <l; ELISEE RECLUS. 

Brussels, 51 rue des Eperonuiers, 1897 ; 294 pp. 5 francs ; post 
free for 4 ·shillings prepaid. 

Cartoo-rs. 
"THE SOLIDARITY OF LABOR" and" VIVE LA COMMUNE." 

By WALTER CRANE. Both cartoons suitable for framing. 2d. each. 
LITHO PORTRAIT oF M~s. LUCY PARSONS. (Issued as supple· 
. ment to the Co1nmon'l;Ccal, Nov. 1888). Suitable for framing. 2d. 

The . cibove pcl/rnphlets and wrtoons ewe all: 01'.iginal copies. 
·~ 

All tl~e Freedom Pamphlets noti'fied abo·ve can be obtained at tlie CLARION 
OFFICE, 72 Fleet Btreet, E.C., and of W. REEVES, 185 Fleet Street, E.C. 

Printed anJ !•l; ·bli~hed b.\~ .i r T~ ll~ 'E ll ~t 7La1~bs ('<mduit .Street, London, w. c .. 


