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THE INSURRECTIONS IN SPAIN AND ITALY. 
At a time when everything seemed to be so quiet in Europe, and the 

working populations seemed to have been so well converted to the theo­
ry of trusting everything to their repres!3ntatives-two gl'.eat popular 
insurrections, in Spain and in Italy, broke out to remind us that until 
now, for the masses of the people insurrection still remains the only 
available means for redressing their wrongs. 

Want of bread and famine were the causes of the upheavals in both 
peninsuls. By the end of the nineteenth century, after all the tremen­
dous progress ~hat has been realised in science and industry, the masses 
of the people have again only one means to escape starvation: to throw 
themselves, unarmed, against the soldiers; to see their wives and child­
ren throwing themselves under the hoofs of the cavalry horses, against 
the bayonets of the infantry, and under the guns of artillery .- .. This 
is where we are after a century of all sorts of industrial improvements 
an.cl of parliamentary rule. 

And-let not our rulers say in excuse that they had before them in 
this case one of those great social problems which may require dozens of 
ye~rs for their solution. In Italy and Spain, the problem was as plain 
as its solution was simple. It was known, months ago, that the crops 
we~e very bad in those countries which usually expo1·t bread-stuff'.-:;; it 
was known that people were starving and plague striken in India, and 
that a famine had broken out in the chief g1·ain-growing provinces of 
Russia; that crops were bad ir1 Hungary; that war was going to break 
out between the United States and Spain; that the corn-traders were 
going to bring bread to famine prices by speculation. Everyone knew 
that. But those gentlemen who undei-take to govern and to represent 
the people, had tltey done anything to prevent the starvation which every­
one saw coming ? 

No. They had done absolutely nothing; they had thought of nothing. 
It was only after they had shot hundreds of men and women of the 
people that they made up their minds to abolish the impo1·t dl.1ties· on 
corn. It was only after the massacres which were perpetrated at Milan 
that the rulers of Italy thought of taking some measures to prevent 
famine; and by opening the granaries of the :Vlinistry of War, reduced 
the price of the pound of bread from 2~d. ta I~d. And yet, no one­
the so-called radical deputies no more than the others-had even so 
much as thoitght beforehand about what had to be done in order to pre­
vent bread from reaching famine prices. 

It was necessary that insurrections should break out in a hundred 
little towns of Spain and in 143 towns of Italy (according to official in­
formation) ; that the peasants should march against the townhalls, 
loot the grain-stores, shoot the corn merchants, and die by the hundred 
under the shots of the soldiers, before these gentlemen thought of bread 
for the people. 

The result is that. all over the country in Spain, insurrections bearing 
a truly popular character are now going on. In· scores of small towns 
and. villages the people march against the townhalls, take possession 
of all the taxation papers and property registers and burn them. The 
gates of the prisons are opened and all those who are kept therein are 
set free. The shops of the corn-dealers, and very ofte!lt all richer shops 
as well, are plundered, and the richer citizens are compelled to disburse 
money for feeding the people. At the same time, the insurgents loudly 
proclaim that they have enough of the monarchy, enough of the Cuban 
war which is fought in the interest of a few big exp~oiters; and they 
proclaim the so-called "cantonalist" program, which mea~s the inde­
pendence of every city and township and their free federation. f'hat 
movement grows every day, arid it is certain that when it has reached 
Andalusia, the peasants. as they have already attempted to do more 
than once, will simply take possession of the big landownerl:1' lands. 
When the war comes to an end, the movement 1\--ill only take a still 
greater extension. 

In Italy the insurrection took a still more determined character. For 
a fortnight in succession, there were, every day, from three to four in­
surrections in different towns, in whioh the workers came into an armed 
conflict with the army, and every day in succession there were from 15 
to 50 killed in those conflicts. 

In Milan, the insurrection took a much more formidable development. 
It i~ now known that for the last twelve months a general uprising was 
often spoken of in Italian. workers' circles and amidst the advanced re­
publicans. To overt.h~ow the monarchy and to proclaim a federal re­
public, in which eve1:r. province and every city would obtain full home­
rule, in the same sense as it had in the medireval republics-was an idea 
which began lately to be widely spread in Italy. The starvation-~·evolts 

which broke out dudng last month with such an unexpected vigour, an~ 
the barbarous and cruel way in which they were supp1·essed, 011ly in­
creased the agitation which resulted in an qutbreak of such force at . 
Milan, that it could be considered as the beginning of the Social Revo­
lution. Nearly all trade organisations took part in it. It was no more 

. a famine-revolt: it was an uprising of the poor againt t.he rich, with a 
vague idea of proclaiming the commune of Milan, and ultimately the 
commune of all the neighbouring region. 
~he people entered the palaces of the rich and built its barricn.des 

with carved-oak furniture and velvet cushions seized in these pnlaees. 
The rich shops and especially the grain stores were plundered, wl1ilt» 
barricades erected in the suburbs of Milan at all the gates, encircled the 
army which occupied 'the central parts of the town, and the circle grnw 
narrower and narrower with every hour. There was a moment on S1in­
day when the position of the soldiers in the ce~tre of the town became 
critical, and. it was only the arrival of half an Army corp-s, with :n'tille­
ry, from Lodi, which changed the situation. The rescue-army ope11ecl 
for itself a passage from the suburbs of the town to its centre by sweep­
ing the streets with the shot and the shells of its guns. 

We learn from eye-witnesses that there wa:s a moment at the begin­
ning of the uprising when more unanimity on behalf of the workers •tnd 
a more determined purpose might have turned the scales in favom of 
the insurrection. If the Cummune of Milan had been proclaimed at 
the ontset, and if the next purpose of the insmrgents to establish a Fe~ 
derative Republic had been made widely known, it appears p1·obable· 
that the soldiers, who began the battle against the people most uuwill­
ingly, might have refused to perform the butcher's work which they didi 
perform later on in the heat of the battle. 

Unhappily, the railway workers, who first intended to' join the insur-· 
rection and to destroy the railways, and ha~ a great gatherin?' at the· 
station for that purpose, were persuaded by one of the deputies to re­
turn to their homes. He found of course that "the time had not yet. 
come for a revolution," and advised inaction. As the revolution did not 
openly proclaim its wider purposes, a few hours of hesitation garn the 
rulers the time to concentrate their forces. 

The people, unarmed, inaugurated new tactics, by storming the roofs:. 
of the palaces, and throwing therefrom bricks, tiles and marble-corners 
upon the troops; it fought desperately in the streets and on the roof~~ 

As to the butchers, they peiformed their work in the most o'utrageous. 
way. When the soldiers entered a street, they occupied the side-walks. 
and opened fire upon the windows, thus killing scores of inoffensive' 
people-women and children-on the balconies and in the rooms them­
selves. They swept the streets, crowded with women and children, with: 
artillery fire, and the most moderate estimates put at 500 the number-

. of killed (38 women and more than 100 anarchists in their number),. 
and more than 1,000 wounded - most of them in a ghastly way, liy the 
modern small bore-bullets which, owing to their rapid rotation. make 
immense funnel-shaped holes in the body. 

Now the courts martial and wholesale exile by order of the adminis­
tration will complete the work of the butchers. 

Orie thing, however, is certain. The idea of the Social Revolution,. 
beginning by the Comanrne and extending in a federation of Communes, 
has been proclaimed in Italy. It will bear its fruit. Aud the chasm . 
between the rich and the poor, the rulers and the ruled, has beeu dug 
so deep that nothing will ever be able to fill it. The people all over· 
Italy learns how the noble ladies of Milan supplied the soldiers with 
wine and food, and decorated them with flowers, asking them ''to strike· 
hard " and " to shoot straight " when it came to the extermination of' 
the workers and the salvation of their jewel.-; and wardrobes. They now , 
know that in the eyes of these ladies the li:fe of a worker's wife and her-­
child is not worth a silk-dress in the ward-robe of these ladies, or a . 
piece of carved-oak furniture in ti.eir drawing rooms. And the most; 
timid of the Milanese workers have now learned that their keeping aloof 
from the insurrection will not whitewash them in the eyes of their· 
rulers . . Insllrgents or not, they are treated like a conquered nation; 
they' are depl'ived of all their rights and forbidden even to meet and to· 
discuss their needs. 

Once more history has repeated itself. A great revolution has. :11-
wa.ys been preceded by. great insurrections. . And it is certain that the 
uprising of Milan and the butchering of the people which followed it. 
will do more to give a truly social character to.the next revolution, wh idl! 
already thunders in Italy, than all that has ever been said or written 
by the revolutionists. 

. And then-Is the uprising of Milan the last or only the first act of 
the great struggle now going on in Italy ? 
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.AMERICAN .. ~~«}~-~,,"the present moment the entire militia of ·· ~h:it-:f~~~~~ :~t~ike ~t~~e of 
.M,,_.... Penn. has been incorporated into the new Federal army, and tin three 

" 
NOTES~· .<' .-· 

Not~in~ of.course occupie.~ . ~o m~ch .. att~ntion as .tli~ lon.g threatened 
war with ;Spa:m. . The Adro-11nstrat10Il-; which, ciontmumg its predeces­
sor's policy, stood ·out h~e a wall . agarnst. the ~opular outcry.' was at 
length forced to yield, an~ is now, bound to make or break itself. I 
confess my ~urprise . We' 4ave been. so accustoiµed to see the ~overn­
ment maintain commercial interests m d~:fiance of popular clai;no~rs t~at 
surrerl'Rer to the war-spirit after ·so much .procrastination an.a.--· " invm-

. cible calm" was scarcely expectable. The entire situation is critically 
interesting. The political condition appears to be this: '!~~Democrats 
who have the majority in the Senate will get the responsibrhty for fo~c­
ing the war, as it is there that the hottest talk has all a~o?g b~en m~ 
dulged-,. offensive action urged; and the most ultra propositions offered . 
Hence if inte,rvE>ntion by the European powers be offered that party 
will have to suffer the consequences. ·'l'he Republican party on the 
othe~ hand, possessing the majority in t~e House . and the ~dmii:is~r'.1-
tion and the record of having fought oft war as long :as possible, is m 
the double corner " so to speak. If Europe protests they :will say to 
the people at the elections: "The Democrats did it." If the wa~ is 
successful, upon them will redound the glory of the success, for berng 
in the majority the management of the war comes upon them, .the 
trump· card being, " They forced it on us and then we footed the bills, 
the only thing the Democrats did being to oppbse financial measures." 

The most important results to the workers so far have been.the pas­
saO'e of the bill for increasing the army and the revenue bill. The 
fo~mer bill was disputed in some of its provisions by the . Democrats 
and Populists as likely to create a large standing army in time of pe~ce 
(which it most likely will); but the contenders were · appe~sed w~th 
reassurances or silenced with the lash: "You have forced mto this; 
don't hinder' and delay things now by tying our hands." In the case 
of the revenue bill which pr:ovides for a loan of 500,000,000 dollars op­
position was more . various ~nd .more .prolonged, but was~ ?f course, 
forced to yield before puttmg itself m the unpopular posit10n of un­
patriotism~ The ·i-;ole modification of this new}?nd issue was an ~s~en­
sible sop in the shape of a " popular loan, rnstead of the origmal 
"high-priced shares ·" w~~ch "limited investment .to ban_lcers." The 
theory is that the good citizen who has 25 dollars tied up m l11s stock­
ing -will now be able to buy a bond and .help his ~ountry ~t 3 % . The 
opposition in the Ho~se proposed free comage of silve~, co.rnage of the 
silver seignora.ge, an issue of green-backs redeemable m either gold or 
silver, an income tax. The majority would none of it; bonds they 
wanted and bonds they got; and it is to be supposed that those capital­
ists whose interests are suffering through destruction or delay of com­
m~rce, will speedily seize the opportunity to reimburse themselves and 
heal their wounds. . 0 ye foofo;h unborn ones ! Why will you insist on 
coming in out of the untaxed nowhere to settle the· bill? In the ex­
pressive langua.ge of the 1!· S. "y.our ~oose is cooke~,"--and the other· 
fellow will eat it! On this beautiful first of May, m the year of our 
Lord. 1898, I am able to say what you joyous little kids now hilariously 
holding up imaginary Spaniards in the g~tters, ·will b~ doing in the 
yeai· 1907 ;-sweating to reward the patriots who sat m the fifty-fifth 
Congress and v;oted that other men should go to war a;rid .Pa~ for it. 
That is to say unless Moses Harman, whose excellent -editorial m re the 
subject appears in Lucifer of April 27, is right, and the increased debt 
exasperates you to repudiation; in which case, of course, the regular 
army will be needed at home. 

In the strictly eco'nomic province we have not greatly felt the in­
creased prices yet, but the marke_ts are steadily rising, and we shall 
catch it soon. 

days t.he State will'be without its "d.yfenders." A beautiful chance ~to 
- ·strike hard ana l).eavy, or-fore the new . :0rie$ are oi·ganised; But they 

will n~t do it. 1 presume: the like is the case .in-'Spain. ,,. It's a case ?f 
Ce>mmercialism aga;inst Medirevalism, and 'the heart$ of' the people are m 
that not in their own caus~. Meanwhile, ·though it is certain that tha.t 

,,questiori is bo~n~ tq. be ~ettled ~r~t, ~he ground is at t~~ same mon;ient . 
prepari:ng for the ::riew' tyranny and ~he new revolt. Th~ very first 
guns off the Philippines have. shot mo:~ ~ens~ of the economic develop­
ment of the world into American politicians heads than ten years of 
socialist. agitation. The therough impossibility of universal commerce 
and the isolated State is seen with the recognition of the Dewey squa_d-:: 
ron's position·-~bound ~as it is td win a footliold from the enemy or sink. 

_Thus the Anglo-Saxon Alliance looms ';1-P as the f~ture commercial 
State and that means increased clearness m the markmg of the battle-

' lines between rulers and workers, 

Soci~list p~pers generall,y condemn the war, together with the ·single 
Taxers. In view of tb.e fact that both are ardent upholders of the ne­
cessity of government it is difficult to understand their attitude, except 
that in O'eneral it is the duty of the "outs" to criticise the "ins" at all 
events. 

0 
The S. T.'s. in accorda1'1Ce with their last century philosophy 

and commercial eco~oµiy, object on metaphysical grounds,-the sa~e 
sort which led them to declare that Carnegie had a "right" to fortify 
"his,,. steel-works and shoot the workers of Homestead who came too 
near. The Socialists with a more " material basis," (but greater incon­
sistency in view of their express principle that the State must .repres~nt 
existing material condit.ions)' object because of the burd~ns with whH~h 
the people are to be \veighted and their understandings befogged, as Wtll 

as the dangerous _possibilities of the new army. 

A propos of Homestead, Free Society of April 17 contains a most 
interesting account by ·Bauer (released a few months since from the 
Pittsburg penitentiary after four years imprisonment for distributing' 
anarchist leaflets during the Homestead .strike) of the facts of that 
famous distribution. The article should form part of every Anarchist's 
"archives"; it is h!story; it shows what sort of animal the working­
man is, and rather emphasizes the good anarchistic principle of ''let 
alone." A capitalistic rope is a legitimate consequence; but to be hung 
by the very people one is trying to help requires remarkable resigna­
tion. 

Solidm·ity of May lst prints a brief account of the Pirebmnd case of 
A. J. Pope, ~ow serving sentence therefore, and a good article on cer­
fa.in prison-characters by Bauer. Articles by Kropotkin, Kelly and 
Turner in pi~evious issues were greatly appreciated. As our Scotch 
comrade, Duff, suggests however, there is one great fault common to 
all our papers,-they are written for Anarchists, · not for the uncon­
verted, and, incidentally, they are woefully lacking in the humorous 
vein. Where is the good anarchist Voltaire that will make the govern-
ment funny? . 

Emma Goldmann and Lucy Parsons, the former now in the west, the 
latter in the east, continue to represent Anarchism on the platform. 
No male speakers appear to be abroad. . 

The tolerance of the Socialist Labour Party is exhibited in their ex­
pulsion from the party of Thos. Grundy, their own can~iclate for gov­
ernor of Pa. in 1894, for having presided at a Debs -meeting. How 
social we Socialists are ! 

La Tribune Lifo·e reports a lockout of the miners in nine Illinois 
towns, and a reduction of 20 % in the unorganised districts of Iowa. 
In the organised eastern distr-icts there has been a 15 % . rise. The New 
Bedford cotton-mills strike was lost. Typo Union No. 6 of Pittsburg 
has bought a farm near the city to accomodate its out-of-works. Print­
er£ must turn gardeners in their old age. 

Ed ward Bellamy is reported dying of consumption. . 
Robert Reitzel is already dea.d. 'l'hey who kn3w him and his A1·me 

Teiifel say that the trail of a meteor has passed, and a coldness and a 
shadow is in their hearts where once flamed a roseate gleam; 1-we­
who did not know him, could not read him-it is 011r pain that we never 
receivad the light, and must envy the othel'S even the shadow. All that 
I know of him I heard from lips now reflections of memory only,-and · 
those lips said to me: 11 He was ready to die at Chicago.~' 

Salut. VoLTAIRINE DE .CLEYRI<J. 

PAGES OF SOCIALIST HISTORY_. 

"Nevertheless and notwithstanqing," I, in common with John Edel­
man of Solidarity, cannot condemn the war, I rernernbr;,r .illontjuich 
thouO'h I have not forgotten Chicago. I recognise that we are still in 
the e~·a of political organisations; that most of people · believe in them; 
and t .hat at the present stage of the gaine there i& no way to knock l 6th 
century Spanish torture on the head save through such a breaking up 
of its political authority as will either wipe it out entirely or force it to 
humanise itself at least to the not very difficult ideal of modern com­
mercialism, people's beliefs being what they a1·e it i·equires a govern­
ment to do ·it. Not that ' there have not been Fluck and means and 
desire enough among a nugiber of Americans from th.e start, to have 
combined voluntarily with the Cuban insurgents and driven the Span­
iards out; but the government, for fear of the destruction of "our" 
European commerce, dared not countenance such voluntary efforts 
which would have drawn the fire of all Europe. And the people clare.d 
not do what their "representative government" forbade. Those who 
did, went to jail for it.; so that · in 'this city we . have the tragi-comic 
spectacle of an individual now s.erving two years in prison for doing at 
his own expense what the government is now doing at others'. XL 

And yet at the end of all its blunders, all its lies, all its furbished SocIAL DEMOCRATIC ETHICS. 
patrioti~m; in. face of all the stealing and place-selling it is goi~g to do, 
I must say that in this case the war is a peor:il~'s wa~· and that .the gov- In finishing, I ought to sketch their agitation tactics, their mode of 
ernment is the unwilling instrument of a splendid human sentiment;_:__ propaganda and their polemics against Socialists in genem~, and esp~­
a dangerous tool, a treacherous tool, a tool with more e'dges on its handle · cially against us, Anarchists. · But courage fails . ine to undert3:ke this 
than its blade,-still a tool. And since the people are too ignorant ~o disagreeable task. And then what use will it be to know hpw l,ittle by 
buy liberty wholesale, cheap,. one must e'en content himself to see thei;n . little thejr tactics of legal action' and agitation_ Je<,i them to this. stran~e . 
buying it by retail, dear,..,....:thimblefuls of it with oceans of . teara and . conception of Socialism that makes them more react;ionary m their 
blood. . . ' . . . . clairrfs tha:n French Socialist- Radical,; or simple English Lid· b~r~1lshand To he sure there is. no stri~tly anarc·histic comfort to be _gotten · out of . ·. Radical's 2 A'lso I do not think ·it of much : use to tell in etai . ow 
the. present situation; patriotism has been so quicken·ed that it is Aoubt- . Liebknecht and' his friends ·tried to make Bakunin pass fo~ "a Rqss~a?- . 
ful if the workers would not voluD:tarily forbear to press an advantage government agent~ ho.w the same. 'Liebknecht calumniate'~ , po,me!a .. 
a.gain_st their masters, -in order ~o ''. help 't~~ country.?~ For instance at Nieuwenhuis, · treated · as charl.atans and agents :·prov.oc,_,a~,<3\1r~ ;nen of · 

,>c ... · 
• l,: J ; ._ ,, • ; ' 
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well-known purity of character', like the nobie' and g~Jerbus Cafiero; 
h~w at last the same Liebknecht pl}bli~hecl in his paper that Werner, 
arrested in Berlin for having a clandestine printing press, was tlie scime 
who consulted with Hoedel ! No, I will not, I cannot trouble myself 
with the exploits of all these noble legislators; in what specially con­
cerns Liebknecht, the epithets , o~ " p~·.ofessional calumniator~ " · and 
" Anarchist eater" that our German friends bestowed on him, suffice. 

But two things in their tacti~s a~e too characteristic . for . me n9~ to 
mention them .here. One is their individual ethics; the other their be-
haviour towards revolutionists of other nationalities. . 

Fait"Qful to H~gel's reactionary metaphysics which preached that the 
individual must submit completely to the . authority of the State and 
that there. is no' q11estion of individual rights or needs, the publicists 
and orators of the party preach the workers that the individual has IJ.O 
signification in history and in society, and that all those who think th\l.t 
individual liberty and the complete satisfaction of physical and moral 
needs of the individual will be guaranteed in a future society, ~re utop­
ians. Ooriseque1;i.tly, the worker must know that he must submit .to 
the orders ... of whom ?-Ah ! of those two exceptional men, founders 
of "scientific " Socialism, who have discovered the law of concentration 
of capital, surplus-value. dialectics, materialism, monism, the materialist 
explanation of history, revolutionary tactics by legal means, com­
munism with an "army of labor specially for agricultrire," etc., 
etc. · The individual in general is ·of no account, bi1t Marx and 
Engels are the two exceptions of mankind. Their heirs are also 
exceptions: the A velings, the Lafargues, as well as their adopted heirs, 
Liebknecht, Behel, Auer, Guesde, Plekhanoff and others. The ignoran,t 
workman, the human flock, composed of insignificant nonentities must 
submit to and obey all these ''superior bemgs " ... This is what is c"tlled 
scientific and Social-Democratic equality: 

And to think that such monstrosities are uttered in a European s~­
ciety that already possesses J. S. Mill's work: On Libe1·ty, and that of 

·Guyau: Jlfomlswitho'ut scinctionn01·obligation; when modern philosophy, 
according to Professor Wundt, asks the individual, not submission, but 
good-will. 

The crowning point ~s · their behaviour towards revolutionary acts i!l 
other countries. Their "Communist :i\1anifesto" said that " C6mmun­
ists act everywhere in harmonious ngrPement with revolutionists." We 
know their "harmonious agreemei:1t" with the revolutionists of the 
Paris Commune. Let us see how they behaved towards other revolu­
tionists. 

In 1875 ~ 76, during the Servian-Bulgarian revolution, when all men 
sympathized wi.th the insurgents, , only Social-Democratic organs carried 
on a propaganda harmful to those who fought for liberty, in assusing 
workers that the revolution was provoked by Russian despotism and to 
the latter's propt . . They uttered the same infamous falsehood about 
the unfortunate Armenian nation massacred by the Turkish armv 
which is organised and commanded by German officers.I ,;~ ' 
. When qur I~alian friends organise~ the insurrection of Benevento in 

1877, Social Democrats in Berlin cried. out that Cafiero, Malatesta and 
their friends'-among them was the hero of the Russian revolution, 
Stepniak- were all agents provocateurs. The conduct of these amatel1r 
policemen in Berlin was so revolting, that a bourgeois paper observed 
that Liebknecht and Co. could disapprove the action, but that it was 
hardly honest to dub as a criminal and an agent provocateur, Cafiei·o, 
who, renouncing a brilliant .ca1·eer, sacrificed, his immense fortune for 
the social emancipation of the people. 

It was especially towards us, Russian revolutionists, that their be­
haviour waH revolting. From 1876 to 1881, at each :revolutionary at­
tempt, at each manifestation of the party of that heroic youth that 
commanded admiration from tl-}e civilized world, these international 
calumniators, with reactionary rage, uttered the most stupid and the 
most vulgar apuse. , . , . . . . .. , , . 
~t · first, we Russian exiles, escaped from Siberia and prison, protested 

in the Socialist press against their attacks; but we soon understood that 
what could harm the: Russian :revolutionary movement was not their 
attacks, but their sympathy and ,co-operation. / l'hose among us, · Rus­
sian Socialists, who adopted Social-Democratic doctrines, and had En­
gels, Liebknecht and C_o.'s sympathy, immediately became adversal'ies 
of the revolution a.nd, fought against revolutionists. .One of these Rus­
sians, highly_ es.tirr1ated ;;i.ncl protected by E_ngels' setr N. Outine, distin­
~uishe~ himse;~ by his exploits against Revolutionists and ended by 
lmplormg the Isar'~ ·pardo:r:i. , . 

'Another favorite of. Social-Democrats, Plekhanoff, who continues 
Outine's sad wo?~k, boasted in his report . to the Social-Democratic con­
gress of 1891, in Brussels, of having had, he and his friends, "to fight . 
for many years against the different factions who held Bakunin's doc­
trines." (page 4 ). 
. 'To state it clearly, the report includes, under the name of" l3akunists" 
Russian Federalist-Communists, who were the instigators of the great 
~o.vement of propaganda among the workmen and peasants (1873-78,), , 
inaugurated the. heroic struggle of the executive committee and fori~ded . 
t_~e. fam9us Soc1_'.1list Revolutionary party Zemlia · i Volia, (La:rid and 
Liberty). Plekhano:ff and L.is friends followers of Outine; combated all 
revolutionaliy parties. "Observe citizens," thus writes Plekhanoff, 
"'that it is not only· Anarchists we -rri:ean by Bakunists. Th~ late P. · 
Thatchetf.thought himself a partisan of Blanqui (so he was). He corn- ' 
bated A:narchist~ and .carried .on polemics with Bakunin ·himself.. . . 'It i~ t . 

also the same with the party Tfi,e Will of the People, led by the eelebrated. 
'Executive. Committee.'" (page _5) · · 

1
. :; 

,'i ' The "great" Moltke was its organiser, Holz-Pasha and others are its 
CQmmandcrs. 

"< . ,... ' } ; . . 
In other ,w;rd.s;· Rilssiarlc S,ociahPe~~c'rat~.i · ,f~tiehffi_1 ~ _upil and imi~a­

tors of Engels, L1ebknecht and Co.~ combated n.: l fachn1s of the Russian 
Revolutionary -p<tr~y: ' It" is pe1-fectly ·trµe; tli0y fo C1gltt: them! .An.cl 
when? When proverbial stupidity and cruelty .reigned iu Russia under 
the .name of Alexauder III; when Pobedon:;tzeff that Russian Tor­
quemada, when spie::;, police, and executioners hanged, strangled and 
transported to Siberian ·ml.nes wo.men, sublime in their devotion, men 
heroic in their struggle for the social emancipation of the Russian 
people, when the enlightened and peace loving bougeoisie admired and 
glorified the martyrs of Russian despotism; it is then that the disciples 
of barracks, and -of the army of bbuL· Rpecially for agriculture, combated 
them. While our great novelist 'l'urgenieff was writing in praise of the 
modesty and devotion of revolntio,nary young girls-Plekhanoff ,w~1s 
combating them; while the s1une Turgeneff, on his death bed, recognized 
"Russian terrorists (the Executive Committee) as men of great char­
acter"; while the American writer George Kennan was publishing his 
admiration for Alexander III'.s victims, Plekhanoff was combating 
them; while Underg1·ound Russiq.-that ga).lery so attractive and life­
like of portraits of Russian Revolutionists which we owe to the valorous 
Stepniak's pen-was read everywhere in all languages, and honest men 
of all social conditions sympathized with them, and women, the woda 
over were touched by these portraits, Plekhanoff was combating the111; 
he was always combating, this courageous Rnssian Social-Democrat ... 

But what is the most re·volting, and shameful, is that such a report 
could be presentec;l, read .and approved of in a congress of men calling 
t.hemselves Socialists and Revolutionists. 

That is to what an extent the propaganda of legalism, discipline, su h­
ordination had to demoralize Social Democracy, for it to approve uf 
such dirt! . . · 

Not one indignant voice was raised to recall to decency that stran.;e 
revolutionist. On the contrary, the reporte;· has become a popular m;u'1 

among Social-Democrats on account of this report. · Like formerly 
Outine, shortly before he implored tne Tsar's pardon, Plekhanoff sirn:e 
his appariti011 on the scene of Social Democracy in the West, has be­
come a favourite with Engels, Liebknecht and Co. This ·worthy man 
declares again in the .same report : 

"We (Plekhanoff and consorts) can congr:atulate ourselves now of 
having swept the ground for scientific Socialism." (Report, page 4). No, 
it was not Plekhanoff t,hat swept the ground of all revolutionary fne­
tions in Russia. · If this sweeping of the ground really took place -
which is not proved,-the entire glory is due to the ,great fetish of 
French patriotR, to Alexander III, to his hangmen-mini~ters, to lti:;; 
innumerable fipies ... · I believe even that the reporter triumphed to) 
soon, judging from numerous articles published in Russian newspape· s 
and reviews, judging from the hisses young Russian bestowed on · PJek­
hanoff when honest and generous young people learned the contents of 
his report,-it seems, on the whole, that in Russia itself the ground id 
not swept for · ''scientific SociR.li~m" and that the Russian Sociali:-.:t 

. world has more esteem for "Utopians :' like Tchernychevski and his 
disciples . .. than for Engels and Plekhanoff. 

M:ust we blaine H,u::;sian Socialist i:;ociety for this preference? Accord­
irg to the definition of Social-Democrats, each convinced Socialist, eac~ 
enlightened friend of humanity can justly claim the tittle of an accomp? 
lished Utopian. In the pamphlet by Plekhanoff Ana1·cliisni and Social­
isrn, warmly recommended by Mrs. Marx-Aveling, we read in italics: 

'.'Utopian is one who, starting from an ab:'>tract pricciple, seeks for 
a perfect social organisation.'' (page 4.) 

Read that sentence carefully and you will discover that Utopians are 
men of prinr.iple, and that they wish to reorganise present society, based 
on exploitation, ignorance and oppression, in order to make out of it a 
solidary and communistic society, where the individual will have liberty; 
education and happiness among his fellow-men, likewise free, enlighten-: 
ed and happy. I confess to being an Utopian. I am even afraid of not 
being so enough; for I might be suspected of being a man without 
principles, like Engels and his disciples, and like them of being c1-1.pable 
of distorting scientific terminology, the conception of Socialism a.nd 
lastly, instead of pfoa~hing emancipation and solidarity, of being cap­
able of dishonoring myself so far as to preach the organisation of the: 
army of -labom, e-;pecially for ag1·iculture, discipline, subordination, in 
a word Social -Democracy.. . · 

And you also, friend and reader, I wish with all my heart that you 
should always remain a man of principle. Every honest man must 

· hav~ principles, and if this quality belongs to Utopians, be a Utopian. 
Say aloud and repeat without ceasing that the great Utopians,-Saint-: · 
Simon, Fourier, R. Owen, Tchernychevski-being men of principle, were 
at the same time great lovers of humanity; that they sacrificed both 
fortune and life to the emancipation of suffering .humanity, while men 
without principle, Engels, SingP."1:1 and ethers, multiplied their ·fortunes 
by exploiting w,orkJ:?en ... 2 Let us add that as you are men of Socil;l.list 
principles, you will never propagate exp~oitatjon and qualifying }Vages, 
that you . will not cal_umniate anyone,. especially men, parties or nations .. 
who struggle for liberty; that on the conti'ary, you will sustain always 
and everywh~re the ~£forts of the disinherited. to shake off the yoke oi 
oppression a:q.<J slavery, and ~hat when events call for: actioµ and devo­
tion to y~:mr principles, :you will · ~now .ho~v to bear, like ot}lers, long 
years of' peri-:;ecution and·. imprisonment, and will be even capable of 
walking to the scaffold as corirageously an·d peac~fully as 'John Huss, 
Thomas More, Varlin ana Sophie Perovsky. ' ·.·· 'w. TcHERKESOFF. 

- -- 'Anion'g S~cial'-Demo'cra.ti b · ~embers of p~;liameiit are 7 maqufaqtur~~~' · .. 2 . 
~entlemen of rndependent means, 3 traders, etc. · · 

2 According to the newspapers, Engels left an enormous fortune, due to his 
partnership in a Manchester factory. 
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NOTES.· 
THE REVOLT IN ITALY. 

The Anarchists of England feel the deepest sympathy for the starving 
Italian workers in their heroic struggle against the terrible economic 
conditions under which they groan. The unendurable burden of taxa­
tion, largely increased by the policy of the scoundrel Crispi, has reduced 
the people to the last stage of misery and despair. All honour to the 
men and women-especially the women-who died fighting for bread for 
their children. For in reality it was a struggle for bread, whatever 
other elements may have been there beside. The government-as gov­
ernments always do-shot them down. But for all its brutality and 
bloodshed, it has the Social Revolution to face as inevitably as before. 
The Italian rising and its "suppression" is not the end but the begin­
ning. 

LEGAL MuRDER NO Mum?ER. 

When an Angiolillio kills a Canovas, some 'say" how terrible." But 
here is one who under" Law and Order," has caused the death of thou­
sands in Italy and Spain, and starvation everywhere. 

Mr. Joseph Leiter is a millionaire and hails from Chicago, where they 
. hanged Anarchists. This 30 years old Leiter is mainly to blame for 

wheat selling at 52s. the quarter in England, for a penny being add~d 
to the price of the 4-lb. loaf in London, for the bread riots in Spain and 
Italy, and for all the pangs of hunger suffered by the very poor in Eu­
rope. Leiter's corner in wheat will bulge his p"urse at the expense of 
the poor in many countries. And this is the brother-in-law of Curzon, 
Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs in the House of West minter. 

Leiter has killed thousands, but this colossal thief and murderer will 
not be hanged. REAN. 

SOCIETY'S " JUSTICE,, AGAIN. 

Need we add anything to the following to impress upon any reader 
the necessity for each one · of us to do our best to end such a cursed sys­
t_em of society as permits such a thing to happen in its midst ? 

A Prisoner's Story in. His Own Words. 
I have been locked up three times. As long as I was in work I was never in 

trouble, then I got out of work, and everybody preferred putting on younger 
men. I was hungry-did you ever know, sir, . what it is to be downright hung­
ry 1 Well I begged at a door. I knew it was wrong, but I begged and got lock­
ed up for it. When I came out, I said, I won't do that again." So I got some 

· leather and cut out a pair of bootlaces, and tried to sell them. Then I got run in 
again for hawking without a licence. When I came out I said, HJ won't do that 
again." And I walked and I walked, and could get no work, nor find food 
either. 1 was dead beat, and I lay down under a hedge-then I got locked up 
for sleeping out of doors. 

A WEEKLY PAPER. 

A Group of London Anarchists are collecting funds for a weekly 
English paper. Would all those interested please communicate 
with the Seceetary, H. Jones, 10 Penton Place, Kennington Park Rd., 
Kennington, S. E. 

Held over till next number: "International Notes;" "A' No-Rent' 
Campaign," by E. L. Page, and a report of Emma Goldman's propagan­
da in America. 

(' 

WILLIAM FRANCIS BARNARD, 
Anarchist Poet and Lecturer (Spencerian Essayist at Chicago Exhibi­
tion, 1893), is now in England1on a lecturing tour and can accept enga­
gements to lecture on any of the following subjects : 

Government Unmasked. The IJestiny of Society. 
Religion and Freedom, Why we want Liberty. 
The Scope of Freethought: Free Love and Ma1·riage. 
The Evolutfon of Love. Civilisation and Freedom. 

Herbert Spencer and Anarchism. 

For terms and particulars apply ·to H. Kelly, 127, Ossulston Street 
London N . . W. 

THE STATE : ITS HISTORIC ROLE. 
BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 

x. 
If you look still deeper into all the categories of facts which have 

been hardly touched upon this evening, if you see the State as it was in 
hi5tory, and as it is in its very essence to-day, and if you consider 
moreover that a social institution cannot serve all aims indifferently, 
because, like every other organ, it is developed for a certain purpose, 
and not for all purposes,-if you take all that into consideration, you 
will understand why we desire the abolition of the State. 

We see in it an institution developed in the history of human socie­
ties to hinder. union among men, to obstruct the development of local 
initiative, to crush existing liberties and prevent their restoration. , 

And we know ~hat an institution, which has a whole past dating 
some thousands of years back, cannot lend itself to a function opposed 
to the one for which it was developed in the course of history. -"'~ 

To thia argument, absolutely unassailable to anyone who has reflected 
on history, what replies do we get? . 

We are am we red by an almost childish argument: " The State is 
there,"-we are told-" it exists, it represents a ready made powerful 
organisation. Why destroy it instead of making use of it? It works 
for ill, that is true, but that is due to its being in the hands of exploit­
ers. Having-fallen into the hands of the people, why should it not be 
utilised for a better end and for the good of the people ? " 

Always the same dream, the dream of Schiller's Marquis of Posa 
trying to make autocracy an instrument of enJranchisement: or the 
dream of the gentle priest Peter in Zola's Rorne, wishing to make the 
Church a lever of Socialism!. .. 

Is it not sad to have to answer such arguments? For, those who 
reason in this way either have not the least notion of the real historical 
role of the State, or else conceive the Social Revolution under such an 
insignificant form, and so tame, that it has nothing more in common 
with s'ocialist aspirations. 

Take a concrete example, France . 
All of us, all here present, have noticed the glaring fact that the 

Third Republic, in spite of its republican form of government, has re­
mained monarchical in its essence. Every one has reproached it with 
not having republicanjsed France. I do not speak of its not having 
done anything for the Social Revolution, but of its not having even 
introduced the simple republican habits and customs and spirit. Because 
the little that has been done during the last twenty-five years to demo­
cratize customs, or to spread a little enlightenment, has been done 
everywhere,-even in the Em~opean monarchies, under the very pressure 
of the times through which we are passing. Whence comes then the 
strange anomaly that we have in France-a Republican Monarchy ~ 

It comes from France having remained a State to the same extent it 
was thirty years ago. The holders of pm-Yer have changed their name·; 
but all the immense scaffolding of centralised organisation, the imita­
tion of the Rome of the Cresars which had been elaborated in France, 
have remained. The wheels of this huge machinery continue, as of old, 
to exchange their fifty .documents when the wind has blown down a tree 
on the national route. The stamp on the documents has changed ; but 
the State, its spirit, its organs, its territorial centralisation, and its 
centralisation of functions, have remained unaltered. Worse than 
that: like so many blood-suckers, they extend from day to day over 
the country. 

Republicans (I speak of sincere ones) nom-ished the illusion tha~ the 
State organisation could be utilised to operate a change in a republican 
sense; and here is the result. When they ought to have destroyed the 
old organisation, delStroyed the State, and con ->truc~ed a new organisa­
tion, by beginning at the bJ.sis itself of society-the free village com­
mune, the free workers' union, and so on-they thought to utilise '·the 
organisation that already existed." And for not having understood 
that you cannot make an historical institution go -in any direction you 
would have it go-that it must go its own way-they were swallowed up 
by the institution. 

And yet, in this case, there was no question of modifying the whole 
of the economic relations of society, as is the case with us. It was on­
ly a question of reforming certain points in the political relations 
among men! 

l)ut after this complete failure and in face of such a conclusive ex­
perience, they obstinately continue to say that the eonquest of powerin 
the State by the people will su:f:Jfoe to accomplish the Social Revolution! 
That the old machine, the old organism, slowly elaborated in the course 
of history to mangle liberty, to crush the individual, to seat oppression 
on a legal basis, to lead the brain astray in accustoming it to servitude 
-will lend itself marvellously to new functions : that it will become 
the instrument, the means of making a- new life germinate, that it will 
seat liberty and equality on an economic basis, awaken society, and 
march to the conquest of a better future!. .. What an absul'dity ! what 
a miscomprehension of history! 

To give free scope to Socialism, it is necessary to reconstruct society, 
which is based to-day on the narrow individualism of · the shopkeeper, 
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_from top to ~ottom. It is not only, as they have been pleased some­
times to say ma vague metaphysical way, a question of returning to 
the worker "the integral product of his work," but a question _of re­
modelling in their entirety all relations among men, from those exist.: 
ing to-day between every individual and his churchwarden or his station 
master, tq those .existing between. trades, hamlets, ci~ies and regions. 
In every ·street, m every hamlet, m every group of men assembled about 
-a factory or along a. railroad, you must awaken the creative, construct:.. 
ive, organising spirit, in order to reconstruct the whole of life in the 
factory, on the railroad, in the village, in the stores, in taking supplies, 
in production, in distribution. All relations between individuals and 
between human agglomerations must begin to be remodelled on the 
'Very day, at the very moment we begin to reform any part of the 
,present commercial or. a~ministrative organisation ... 

And they expect this immense wo:k, demanding the full and free 
.exercise of popular geniUs, to be carried out within the frame-work of 
.the State, within the pyramidal scale of organisation that constitutes 
. the essence of each State ! They want the State, whose very reason for 
.existence lies in the crushing of the individual, in the destruction of all 
free grouping and free creation, in the hatred of initiative and in the 
triumph of one idea (which must necessarily be that of the mediocrity), 
to become the lever to accomplish this immense transformation ! ... 
'They want to govern a newborn society by decrees and electoral majo­
:rities ! . . . What childishness ! 

Throughout the whole history of cur civilisation, two traditions, two 
-0pposed tendencies, have been in conflict : the Roman tradition and the 
popular tradition; the imperial tradition and the federalist tradition; 
the authoritarian one and the libe1·tarian one. 

And again, on the eve of the great Social Revolution these two tra­
ditions stand face to face. 

Between these two currents, always full of life, always battling in 
humanity,-the current of the people and the current of the minorities 
which thirst for political and religious domination,-our choice is made. 

We again take up the current which led men, in the twelfth century, 
to organise themselves on the basis of a free understanding. of free ini­
tiative ofthe individual, of free federation of those interested. And 
we leave the others to cling to the Roman, Canonic, and Imperial tra­
dition. 

History has not been an uninterrupted evolution. At different in­
tervals evolution has been broken in a certain region, to begin again 
elsewhere. Egypt, Asia1 the banks of the Mediterranean, Central 
Europe have in turn been the scene of historical development. But in 
every case, the first phase of the evolution has been the primitive tribe, 
passing on into a village commune, then into that of the free city, and 
finally dying out when it reached the phase of the State. 

In Egypt, civilization began by the primitive tribe. It reached the 
village community phasis, and later on the period of free cities; still 
later that of the State, which, after a flourishing period, resulted in the 
death of the country. 

The evolution began again in Assyria, in Persia, in Palestine. Again 
it traversed the same phasis: the tribe, the village community, the free 
city, the all-powerful State, and finally the result was-death ! 

A new civilization then sprang up in Greece. Al ways beginning by 
the tribe, it slowly reached the village commune, then the period of re­
publican cities. In these cities, civilization reached its highest summits. 
But the East brought to them its poisened breath, its traditions of des­
potism. Wars and conquests created Alexander's empire of Macedonia. 
The State enthroned itself, the blood-sucker grew, killed all ci,·ilization, 
and then came-death ! 

Rome in its turn restored civilization. Again we find the primitive 
tribe at its origin; then, the village commune; then, the free city. At 
that stage, it reached the apex of its civilization. But then came the 
State, the Empire, and then-death ! 

On the ruins of the Roman Empire, Celtic, Germanic, Slavonian and 
Scandinavian tribes began civilization anew. Slowly the primitive tribe 
elaborated its institutions and reached the village commune. It re· 
mained at that stage till the twelfth century. Then rose the Republican 
cities which produced the glorious expa~sion of the human mind, at­
tested by the monuments of architecture, the grand development of 
arts, the discoveries that laid the basis of natural sciences. But then 
came the State... ' 

Will it again produce death ?-Of course it will, unless we reconsti­
tute society on a libertarian and anti-State basis. Either the State will 
be destroyed and a new life will begin in thousands of centres, on the 
principle of an energetic initiative of the individual, of groups, and of 
free agreement; or else the State must crush the individ.ual and local 
life, it must become the master of all the domains of human activity, 
must bring with it its wars and internal struggles for the possession of 
power, its surface-revolutions which only change one tyrant for another, 
and inevitably, at the end of this -evolution,-death ! 

Choos_e yourselves which of the two issues you prefer. 

THE END. 
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FACTS ABOUT _ THE ITALIAN REVOLT. 
"In the name of the Italian trade-unionists, I beg to inform you that in 

Italy the social revolution has broken out "-these words, the beginning -of 
an appeal addressed to English trade-unionists and laid before the London 
Trade~ Council, embody in terse style the hop~s of friends of freedom all 

. over the world when the news of the first week m May reached them from 
Italy. 1898 st::i.nds vindicated now as the anniversary of 1848 when also 
Italy was the first to rise, before ex-en Paris, in Febr_uary. The . present re­
volts have failed again though carried on on a scale never seen since the Cum­
mune of Paris and the insurrection of June 1848; therefore I do not call it a 
revolution, reserving this word for the final revolts which will make au end 
to this intolerable system. · 

The facts are, as happens in life, more simple than one might imagine 
beforehand. The greatest perfection of capitalism has brought it nearest 
towards its own end, "as every development necessarily implies a negation 
of its base or point of departure." (God and tlie State.) The food supply is 
no long<'r connected with the real needs of any locality, but becomes entirely 
an object of speculation of greedy hosts of middlemen in commercial centres . 
The admirers of the present system must be satisfied to see how completely 
modern man is severed from any obsolete birthright in the S()il and its pro­
ducts, how everything is somebody's absolute property to use it or to abuse 
it at his will, and what other place do workingmen take in these speculations 
but that of some kind of raw material or tools, still necessary for production 
but replaced at will by cheape'r machinery or less skilled workers 1 Private 
property triumphs and yet its fall comes nearer by this: fo1· when it comes 
to the last, man is before all an animal that requires a limited regular supply 
of food and whilst many starve individually and slqwly, they 'will never 
starve collectively and rapidly. And here the crisis comes : capitali~m cm· 
not stand still, it mu8t extend to the very necessaries of life and this is some­
thing which the most pat font people cannot and will not bear, and they revolt 
and w.ill continue to revolt until they win. 

Mr. Leiter of Chicago is, in the exercise of his right to make millions in a 
smart business way, sitting on the safety valve of capitalist society and many 
honest farmers in all countries join him there to sell breadstu·ff:> at srarva­
tiou prices. Tbe results are the Italian bread-riots of J auuary and the pre­
sent revolts in Ita.ly and Spa.in. It is aho seen that it is impossible f<1r any 
government or p':l.rliament to mend the situation anri th'tt brute forctJ, murdm• 
in ,one word, is the only resource, mo'meutarily effective, of state:iman::ihip in 
those days just as it was throughout the darkest times of history. 

Mrs. Jessie White M'l.rio, who devoted many years of her life in help­
ing Mazzini create a united Italy, has to admit-i_n two art~cles in the Daily 
Clironic1e of May 14 and 16-the rt>sponsibility of all the Italian gwernments, 
since 1860, for the present disaster. " All have adopted," she says, 
!..'the motto of one of the pillars of the Moderate Church-' taution on a 
broad basis,'" i. e., taxes that can be laid on the largest number, ctmse­
quently on the poorest. Such was the grinding tax, the macinato, which 
brought in 80,000,000 lire (£3,000,000), but led to the disorders of 1875-76, 
when the people rose in all the towns' and cities, broke the grinding mills and 
the famous contato .. e (the instruments for counting the turns of the mill 
which regulated the tax). Finally they secured the abolition of the hated 
macinato. Such is the still more infamous tax on salt, the only condiment of 
the poor in the northern provinces, who live on polenta (yellow ml:tize flour 
boiled to the consistency of pas-pudding) from harvest to harvest, thus in­
curring the hideous disease of pellagra, which after reducing the body to an 
almost leper-like condition, sends the poor creatures to the idiot asylum or to 
the madhouse. Such is the triple tax on wheat, flour and breadstuff.,-(1) 
the custom-house tax on corn; (2) the government tax at the city gates; (3) 
the octroi or municipal tax, also collected there. And not upon corwonly, 
but upon eggs, fruit, vegetables, upon all that forms the staple food of the 
very poorest classes, who never taste animal food from year's baginning to 
year's end; who drink water exclusively, and in many cities even this im­
pregnated with deleterious matter. What led to the Sicilian revolution in 
1892-93 but this peculiar form of iniquity 1 The Sicilian peasant and work­
ingman live actually by bread alone, or, .rather, by bread an<l. ho~.-rn beans, 
etc. The absentee landown@rs let their. lands to ,qabelotti (middlemen) 
who again let and sub-let, until the peasant who dvtls all the worlt has 
nothing left for himself. The Sicilian agitation of five years ag() led to the 
state of siege, thousands of arrests, domicilio coatto-" i. e.," says Mrs. Muio, 
"cast adrift on islands or island rocks, compelled!to herd with m tlefactors of 
the worst species, to exist in enforced idleness on the government pittance of 
5d. per day-shut ih all night in filthy, stinking barracks, hopeless of re­
dress, as this form of punishment can be inflicted without trial by judge or 
jury." 

"BL1t, as the result of agit:ttion, of violence," she continues, "the govern­
ment consented to forego its share of octroi, or tax on coro, .fl mr, breadstuffs 
at the city gates, and the corn tax was reduced for the whole of Italy by so 
much as the government had pocketed hitherto. This fact must be borne in 
mind when we come to the details of the present disorders. The warnings 
of the few men among the governing classes who saw whither the nation 
was drifting, and the clamours of the opposition press ha<l availed nothing. 
But viol~nce ha<l avaifed; neminisse juvabit (it is useful to remember this) 
said the people in their various dialects." 

On the present situatiOn she remarks: "The upshot is that' violence has 
triumphed once more and this time 'all along the line.' A_ll that was de­
manded calmly and while there was yet time-all that was then r::fused­
is now granted, to wit, corn laws suspended; octroi abolished; food freignt 
reduced 50 per cent by land and sea; corn and flour purchased by government 
and municipalities; wind and water mills set to work; militar·y and municipal 
bake-houses opened; bread distributed gratis. Even the rice-field owntJrs of 
Molinella have yielded, the 1·isaiule (women rice workerR, Ree last month's 
Freedom) are free and at work at iucreased wages." At the Ma.me time mili­
tary law reigns supreme almost over the entire country. 

I doubt whether these economic reforms will be seriously carried out or 
have only been promised to tide over the prb:1eut p.tnic. The couclusion that 
all mumeuta~y relief is obtained only by violence is obvious, but another 
conclusion is also forceci to the front, namely the inefficacy of all these paltry 
tinkering measures. The best possible intentions-if we suppose them theo­
retically-of an Italian government have rio influence on _ the international 
wheat market nor even on the local middlemen who will pocket most of what 
the government gives up, and the government will refund _itself by some 
other means of taxation, as they, (1. · e., the enormous number of officials 
and their soldier-protectors), want the m':lney for themselves. · 

State Socialists are equally powerless; even if every State monopolised th.,-
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d_istributio~ o_f ":~eat an? corn-which the Swiss So,cial-Demdcratfhave long 
smce aavocated~the ' d1ffere'll't States -·would face ' each other as so many 
greedy hostile speculators on the world market an,d in an age when wars 
~hreaten. to burst out over so many minor question!l, who would dream of ail 
mtern.at10nal a~reement on the all important question of food supply 1 
. The only senous remedy would be th:it .every locality starts to provide for 
its food on the spot, independent of all othert:1, for which there is plenty of 
land and labour everywhere; this 'would mean the economic independence of 
~ach locality, the evident nselessoess and· disappearance of the political State, 
m one word : Anarchy. · Whether this arrives now or after niany more re­
volts, over the ruins of what might have decayed quietly and peacefully, 
arrive it will and must. · . · · · ' 

·To all interested in the· origin df the situation in Italy and the character 
of the Italian peas,an.ts and workingmen .I recommP.nd a perusal Bakounine's 
letter t~ · C_els? Cerretti (1872) in· the Societe Nouvelle, Febr. 1896, a truly 
prophetic u~s1ght of what did happen in Italy. 

It is impossible to give even the barest outlines of what happenea from 
the end of April till the first fortnight in May all over Italy; we must 
refer. to the daily press where-besides the lying official and police telegrams 
-qmte a number of independent accounts found spa~e, dealing sometimes 
very fairly with. the economic exploitation by capitalists and governments as 
the true cause of the rising. Italy is a miserable far otf foreign country and 
such truths will not affect . the loyal and prosperous English, these papers 
probably thought. . . . 

Some events preceded w bich con tribu tPd to rouse and rally the advanced 
elements. Such were the bread riots in January, the celebrations of the an­
niversary of '48, the death and funeral demonstrations of Cavallotti the old 
republicaR and the infamous trial of the ana.1 chists of An..:ona, Malat~sta and 
o.ther comrades as ma~fattori. On all these occasions the forces of pro~ress 
bad the ch~nce to .mu&ter in common tig ht, demonstration or protest. This 
may e~pla1.n to a de_gree the apparent solidarity of republicans, socialists and 
anarch1s~s 11? the middle and the north of Ita!y, which gave rise to so many 
phantast1c hes of plots and couspiracies. Still the ferment of hunger was 
the stronges~ and when th: speculation in wheat, at the beginning of war, 
made the price of bread rise, the purely economic revolts began chiefly in 
the South. which is t~e poorest.and most backward part of the cou'ntry. . 

At Ban aLd Fogg1a (the native place of .Angiolillo) in Apulia, on April 27 
and 28, . the tow~ball, the government offices the octroi and tax collectors 
houses, etc., were inva~ed by the people a~d burned; particular care waa 
taken t~ de~troy t~e registers and archives kept in these building!', a common 
proceed mg m Italian revolts on which Bakounine remarks;: "The autodafe 
of all (Jfficial, legal and criminal documents seem t o me one of the fin est ac­
timis of a fra11klJ socialist rHolution. It is more human an<l much more 

• ad' anced at the sam~ time than to cut off heads in the matter of the Jaco­
bins. :i The magasins and shops of grain-speculators. were sacked, but little 
!nrther or more coucerted ac_t1qu could be taken as gendarmes and soldiers 
1L t. r 1·vene~ and_ some were killed and many wounded. 

These nots spread day by <lay towards the middle and north. Faenza 
(R<Jmagua), San Giovvani ~ Ft'duccio, .Arya.no, Secondigliano (near Naples), 
RtneHut, Prato, Lugo, Tmola, Ravenna etc. The lar D"est demonstrations 
~n? tightiug occured at Florence, at Lf·gh~rn and at Naples. From L eO'horn 
l~ is r~porttcd (D. N ews, May 13) that" the wife of a man w.ho was shot :eeing 
Commandant-Ge11t'ial Heusc~, threw h~r arms round bis neck screaming. 
A:11o tl er womau em biaced bi s fee t, callrng out in pitiable accents : "Have 
pit.y OIJ the poor peoplt>, have pit.y." The General it is said bad to withdraw 
to 11i<lt> bi s _emotio11.. He could not procure br~ad for starving men and 
woru en. His 01ders we1e nwrPly to sh oot rebPls." (This ll3arue general re­
pr~ssed the.revolt at Mass~ Uarrara early in 1894 a11d presided over the en­
~un · g feroc10u.s court martiab). At N aples a s~udentis' procession protested 
aga aist the m~rder of the yo~1~g studeut Massi at Pavia; the police attack 
ou the procession led to a nsmg wliere barricadts were soon erected but 
after sevefal days agitation massacres and the state of siege restored "01:der" 
for the ruome11t. · · < 

All t.hi_s was surpassed by the events at Milan, chiefly on Saturday, May 7. 
The on gm of t~e ~ov:ment is qncertain; a number of events co-operated. 
Th_e rn·ws o! ~ghtmg m the ~ou! h, day by day for a lmost a for tnight-the 
an est of socialists among the md1a-rubber workers of Pirelli their liberation 
by t hese _w01 ker::i, skirmishes with _1 he police, the next day' a gt'neral strike 
by t en,s of th c usa1~ds of worker_s hem~ called out to strike by the strikers· of 
Pi relli s fa.ctory,-the alleged mte11t1on to bold a mass meeting before the 
cathedral rn the centre of the town, which t\1e soldiers preveuted by barring 
the "",' ay of the mass of W?rkers con_vergillg towards this centre,-the demou­
st1 a t1.c1ns at the large ra il .way stat1011 to prevent the departure of trooµs to 
the St~uth, to be u ::,ed agamst the pe0ple there-all this and many acts of 
b_r~1tal11y and provocat10n by police a11d soldiers co-operated and led to a 
:psw g 1£ the people all round the town, centring Oil the wide boulevards 1 ouud 
~h e city, l.Jef~re and at ~he larg.e city gatei>, and in one or two main streets 
m the 111ttnor. of ~l:e city leadUJg towards the cathedral. Barricades were 
num erous and fightrng lasted for many hours. The massacres are terrible_,_ 
fro~1 30_0 . t() 1000 are kil_led, several thousands are now io prison awaiting 
their tnal by_ courts martia_l, an? whoever of any advanced opinio1. is iiot 
~rY~sted or k1llt--d, has to bide ~imself or to seek refuge in ueighbouring 
Swttzerla11_?, where hospitality is but uuwillingly given and arrests have also 
commenced already ! _ . 
• L~~ttrs P,ri1Jted m London papers tell .many striking er-:isode$, but space 
fodn<.s to give t:"Vt'll t~tra_cts. Of general facts I me1Jtio11 that the soldiers' 
bullets did wondllrs,r~v_ahn.g the famous dum-duru bullets in explo,.ive-force. 
So the result~ of civ1h::,anon are not only wasted on Indian and Soudancse 
rebels (or patriot~, as you take it), but Europran workers also aet to-know 
them !_ The great~r was their courage, as they had scarcely a~iy we:tpoi1s, 

.and with su111es, bncks and a few revolvers faced for hours not oulv iifl.es 
bu~ als~ gnus. Fore~iost were women and even children who .,eemt-'d "unable 
~o rniagllle that ~old1ers, but a few years ago their fellow wurkers, should 
no\~ b..-t·t·n11-· the1r_ruu rdnern. ~he!1 more ~?ldiers were to be sent to Abys­
su11a, rn 1~96, to f~ll a pi ey_ to Cnsp1 s amb rt10r.i, the people preveuted it at 
tht .cost uf ruany hves-t l\eir massacre by these same soldiers is their reward. 
T wish they haq let. them ~11 go to Africa, had let the Abys&inians make short 
work of them. It is mamfest th~t.discipline and authority make ·::-coundrel·s 
o~ everybody and once a person. 1s mfected by them, generl1sity is wa::;ted on 
}nm. Anothe~ ~eature of th_ese days was the sympathy aud co-operation of 
the peasants hvmg round Milan who crme before the tuw11 in large masses' 
ol rued as best as they could and fought hard to force the gates, but uusuc~ 

cessfully. 1 w:-hen we _think that. almost '~very capit~l is stlrrounded by ape~­
sant population · hoihle to the city and m the hands of reactionists, this first' 
act of frater.naZ co·operat'ion of townfolk and peasants is of veri great signifi­
ca1?-ce. .Anotht'r .hopeful sign is . the Pa.via students' journey to help Milan 
~her,e they had, after d.efeat, to barricade thElmselves -in a convent. ltali;in 
st'udents are poor and 'ardent in the cause they take up; they conspired _with 
Mazzini, fou~ht ·with Garibaldi and propagated ~narchism with Bakounine;. 
if tiow, after a. long: interval~ they become active again, they are welcome; if 
the rising gtneratiOn deserts the old system, it is doomed to fall; · · 
: And what s·hall we say of the thousands of Italian workingme11 in Swit~ 
zerland who, if.it ·had ·only been possiblt>; would have 'hurried to help the 
~ilanese, laying everything aside, startiug as they stood, ready to crosst3e· 
Alps at this time. of the year? A generous spontaneous out.burst of solid.a­
rity of which nobody ~bought before, ~symptom of how many fine inspira-­
tions !lie· silent now and will burst out· on all sides whP.n once things will be 
moving· lt was impos'sible this time to carry out their iutentions; even if 
hundreds bad withstood the hardships of ten hours walk over the Simplon, 
for ·hours perhaps in two or three feet of snow; then must desoeud into a. 
narrow valley between -high rocks, with an Italian blockhouse not far from 
the frontier from . where a haridful .of soldiers a nd a few gnus absolutely 
control the road,-and before they proceeded by train to enter Italy for­
Como or Luino, Swiss soldiers would stop them or, if they arrived without. 
arms at the frontier, th~y would become a prey to the Italian soldiers there. 

It is reported (Ly Reuter from Berne and Lugauo, M ·Y 15) that at Faido 
(Ticino) "a compauy of Swiss soldiers of the ca. 11t<111 of Tici110 surprised 120· 
Italian workmen coming from Lucenw while they were all asleep. They 
were at once disarmed and takeu to Ohiasso, where they were ha1Jded over 
to the Italian authoritiel'l." The same is reported from Luga no, locating only 
the scene of anest at Ambri, a little higher up than Faido, but on the same 
railw_ay. If this is true,-I have not seen a1,ythiug further-the Swiss re­
public bas sunk deep, indeed ! And what about the shadowing and aniloy--
ing of Italians here in London!! · 

It is not the time now to make comments on the action or attitude of the 
different socialist and anarchist parties during t his crisis. At presl"nt every:­
"thing is supprei'ised in Italy, thousands awai t their trial by court martial, the 
rest ~s-order like at Warsaw. The price of wheat is going down, the next 
crop 1s near and perhaps some of the promises of the g overnment are held for 
a few weeks. So perhaps the end is not yet near. But the reverse may as 
well be the case. -

All news of conspiracies is absurd on the surface of it. It r eq uirecl a 
good deal. of conspiring, amoug others, to weld togeth n th is ar tificial modern 
State, umted Italy; it seems t" fall now to pieces all by itself. Curiously 
enough, even the reactionists do this: do they not d o all they ca ll to spread the 
belief in a conspiration for the Cornm1.tne of JV/ilan or fo r th e independent-

. State of Lombardy and the Swiss canton of Ticino ~ This id ea of . the destruc-· 
tion of the centralised State and the federation of independent cities-like 
those. of the .Middle Ages to which Italy owed centuries of p rosperity and 
happmess-1s hurled at the Milanese rebels as their greatest cri me whilst in 
reality it is one of the first signs uf progress in our dir~c tion, an idea held 
but Ly a f~w some weeks ago but now known to eve rybody tha nks to the 
zealous enmity of tbe government and snre to make inmeai:rn rabl e progress. 

In short, hardly ever has a revolt re:,rnlted in so much moral d iscomfiture to 
its enemies, however victoriot~s th ey may be for the time being, and in so· 
many hopeful symptoms of vigorous, generott s, un abated proO'ress. 

Similar _revolts occured ip. the south of S pa in, at Murcia, et ~.; destruction 
of public and octroi buildings, e tc., and repression by murderous massacres .. 
The ~oice of Spain is silenced as that of Itllly by tbe state. of siege in aU. 
provmces except only one. Once the pa triotic i11fection ca used by tbe war is 
ov:er (if it is _more g~nuine than Spanis~ war news usually is !), the people· 
will reckon with their oppressors even m a more determined way than in· 
Italy. 

The materialist conception of history apparently trium phs: dearer bread 
-mise.ry-revolt. But why is not 8: fiug~r r aised e. g. iu G t>rmany wher~ 
bread 1s also d earer now 1 Such cons1derat10ns show that something more is· 
needed than mere economic reasonH, t ha t the temµe rarn eut of the people . 
their mental education towards discipline or towards freedo m etc. are als~ 
poten t factors,.a~id th~s e11joins npon us the necessity of prop~ganda beforE! 
all. Op~orturnt1es .anse from themselves but pass a. way if pro p~ ganda has· 
not earned the mmds of the pPople towards fre ed om. A 11d thirtv years 
of propaganda in Italy have done this to an enormous extent. It s~em~ to one 
like looking backwards in the dark ages when one thinks that whilst Italian 
and Spa.nish workers fought, th~ French socialists were voting and the Ger- . 
~nan social·dem_ocr1Jts are pr~parrn~ uext mor~ th's election ar: d probably pray­
rng every eveurng that no nots might occur 111 their country and spoil their 
cha1:ce as a well-behaving statesmanlike party a t the coruiug poll! · 

Tne last few weeks gave us ol1ject lessons of the vital importance of coa~·. 
and corn, a11d Rhowed how the regular supply of bo t h is inse pa rable from -the 
regu_la~. working of the cap~tahstic ~~'stem. Now on coal depends the ve~y 
poss1b1hty of naval war wb1ch 1s comrng forward as the most d t-> cisive form· 
of war, and 011 coal depentls the rt>gularity of the carrying ·tradt>, the food 
supply and on the food supply depe11d revolt and revolu t ion in more than one 
couutry. ·what immense idl.ueIJce then · a genera l strike of miners woulct 
Lave-it controls war and tbe food supply; it wields an immeuse revolution-, 
ary power and the riclwr countries where the food si,1pply is 11ot immediately· 
urgent (but how soo11 would it become so !) w11uld be brou(fht to a revolu-: 
tionary situation by the cessation of industry from waut of c~al. , 

So tb~ capitalist f.lystt->m-after de:stroying every old _ local aud independent 
productive po~er-wo1ked evt>rythi11g into a huge ma~hinery which seems.· 
rnexpugnable 1f one does not know where to attack it. · Bnt the weak point,. 
tLe main pillar on which all rests-the production of motive power chiefly~ 
by coal-b~comes more generally recognised and, sooner or later, it must fall., 
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An Inqu..i.ry Concerning. ~ilitarism and . W:ar. 
The edi~ors of La: . Vita Interna;ionale and L'Humanite Nouv~lle have sent 

1;the foHowmg .questions. to many well-known. Socialists in England whos·e 
;answers are to ~e published in both magazines. ' ' 

1.. Is ~ar still desirable amopg civilised nations 1 
2 . . What are the intellectual, moral, physical economic and. political 

effects of militarism 1 ' . 
. 3. What are the best seiutions, in the inte~est ~f the fut~re of the 

civilised world, of the serious problems of war and militarism 1 
4. What are the means that are leading' most rapidly' to the solution 

of these problems 1 .. .. · 
To which a comrade has sent the following answers. 

' · 1: !here are no civilised nations yet, although there are many civilised 
md1v1dual~; I cannot, t~erefore, reply to the first question. . 

2. I believe that the mtellectual effects of militarism are '.dubious; that 
t~e moral effects vary according to the nation and its object; that the phy­
sICal effects are of ten good; that the economic effects are al ways disastrous 
and the political effects unsettling. 

3. I believe that the best solution of war and militarism in the interest of 
the future, would be 'to insist that ·those who desire w~r for any reasons 
whats')ever should serve in the front ranks. 

4. I believe .that the means leading most rapidly to thi~ solution are for 
-the· cowar~ly, the. deadlin_ess of moc;Iern war-weapons, and, for honest folk, 
the _spr_eadmg of 111ternat10nal feelmg and. the vanishing of race and class 
_preJud1ces. N. F. D. 

THE VOICE OF LIBERTY. 

Now, Man, thou dost awake. 
Put the sleep from off thine eyes, 
At last the dark of ages dies; 
A flush is in the eastern skies; 

The morn begins to break. 
Hear thou, arise, arise! 

Let thy dreams be done; 
Master and slave shall be no more! 
Around the earth, from shore to shore, 
Cry 'tis ended, past and o'er! 

Turn and face the sun, 
With glory all before! 

WILLIAM FRANCIS BARNARD. 

'The Immorality and Cowardice of Modern Loan-Mongering. 

Taxation itself determines the fortunes of the multitude of pPople now in 
every country, and the he~vier taxation becomes the eharper tends to become 
the dividing line between the "Haves" and the "Have-nots." Debt too is 
.a great de"termining factor everywhere in the imposition of taxation. Looking 
abroad we see F:auce, Germ.any, .Austria. Russia, Italy, Spain, ay, Switzer­
land the Happy itself, pl~ngrng deeper and deepn into the Serbonian Bog of 
.debt. Across the Atlantic the same spectM.cle meets the eye. (The national 
de'?t of the _wo~ld amount~d in 1892 to over £8,000,000,000.) Every parsim­
omous rentrnr 111 France who has scrap~d together enough to purchase an in­
come of 5 or 10 francs a year in the great book of the N a.tioual Debt is an 
ally of the po~en!ates of finance, who !!an say to the political puppets to 
whom power 1s given by the "votes" of the "enfranchised": "This tax shali 
_you impose," ''This bribe must you distribute." Duly when the tlix of 
human misery, begotten of the waste which always attends the free creation 
.of debt, ri.ses to a height which submerges the said reutier, and when the 
burden laid upon the backs of the people as a whole reaches a height that 
threatens to cause the entire fabric of State credit to founder in baukrnptcy 
is there a coalescence of the two halves of the nation to be feared by the met~ 
·who hold them as pawns in the international game of "high finance" 

Beheld without glamour such is the essencially uumoral, inhuman charact­
.er of'' high finance." In its broadest aspect it is nothing better than a flesh­
less and bloodless effort to make a profit out of the follies, the ambitions the 

.. despair or legitimate aspirations and it may be the misfortunes of nations. 
All motives are alike to the world banker. Perhaps it is as well tha.t this 
~hould be so _for ~n the ultimate result this systen~ seems bound to collapse of 
-its own unw1eldmess and ruthless greed. Expedients like that to be tried in 
·Greece, like the one in Egypt, caur~ot al ways be available. Neither Spain, Hor 
les~~r Portu_g-al,

1 
to take ~8:rdy rnstances, can be put in possession of for 

ba1hffs, and!£ a,l. commumties. could. be so as they fell into bankruptcy, the 
-.day must still arrive when their credit would be ·unmarketable. The snow- · 
?all. of public debt cannot be rolled up for ~ver and ever. Its weight must 
·m time break the back of _th.e stro~gest nat10n, and the longer the effectual 
.check ~f total bankruptcy_ l~ m commg, .the faster· grows the speed at which 
Nemesis advances. In India now the loan dealer is our master, in all our 
colonial dependencies, without exception, he is more or less so. Great is the 
.development o~ inan's p~wer_ over the ~orce_s of nature, great his progr.ef!s in 
·tlie arts and sciences, m1ght1er and mightier become the agents he wields 
~o .conqu~r and subdue; and !ls fast ·as a new element of strength is acquired 
it is put m pawn. So comes 1t that the products of.human labour and inO'rn­
uity have been utilised to multiply the fetters in which men work. In s~me 
.. countries the weight of these fetters is even now·so great that a rage to throw 
them. off has. entered the hearts of the people, a rage from whence come an­
arclusts, ~oc1al revolu~ionists, class_ jealousies and all those fermenting dis- . 
. contents whose energies have only to unite, and the civilisation which . they 
n?w sullenly susta_in, plotting against, woJ1ld disappear like a midsummer 
mght's dream. · . 

A. J. WILSON. (Ed. Financial Rev.) in OOnternporary Review, March '98. 

"'F·ree Socie· 'ty·· _,, An Exponent of Anarchist-Communi~pl.,,;, 
• · • 13 Oak Grove A v., San Francisco, Cal. U. S 

(. 

Pin Prick~, or -Let_ Us Be Logical. 
A st1·eet. 
Bourgeois. Ah, Mr. Anarchist, so I have met you. ,Well, I'm going 

to astonish you! Imagine, for once I share your opinions! 
Gommde. Oh, bah ! 
Bou1·geois. Seriously! I have just been reading in my newspaper 

an account -of the sufferings of the Italian peasants and workingmen • 
It is horrible ! 

Gonu·ade. You don't say so ! 
Bourgeois. I mean it-it is horrible. These poor folks were really: 

dying of hunger. They became enraged. tried to avenge themselves,. 
and I admire them for it; 

Gommde. ·you would not say as much if it had happened in France." 
Answer honestly. 

Bourgeois. I certainly would. I am not so selfish as you think. To·be 
sure I do not share your opinion regarding the future and of the me­
thods by which the present society is to be changed, but I understand 
that a. people must revolt when overwhelmed with misery. 

Comrade. A people ? Very well ! ·what do you call "a people"? 
Is it for example 10,000 individuals? Good! Then you admit that 
10,000 men might justly become enraged? · 

Boiw·geois. Yes. 
Gommcle. And 20,000, and 40,000, or 100,000 men? 
Bou?'geois. Good Heavens! Certainly! One must be logical. 
Comrade. Very well! Then also 5,000 men-or 2,000 or 500 ? 
Bourgeoia (disturbed). What are you driving at? 
Commcle. Say 200-or 50-or 10-or 5-or 3-or 2, or one? 

You must be logical, you know ! · 
Bou1·geois. Excuse me ! I am busy and must be off! 
(He runs off-logically.) From Le Libe1·tcbfre. 

Notes on . Libertarian Naturalism. 
The Naturians are rebels, libertarians, anti-scientific ·anarchists, who 

want humanity to return to a natural, 11ot to a priu.aitive state which is im~ 
possible. They believe neither in so-called regenerating science nor iu ma.­
chinism, which in the opinion of our scientific an'irchist comrades would 
help to guarantee social harmony; we bdieve these comrades whoin we. act­
ively support in their struggle against authority, to be wrong and we are 
eager for discussion wherever we meet loyal opponents. The N aturians are 
rev11lutionist8, anti-parliamentarians and internationalists. They are opposed 
to all political and legislative action. Tht>y took an active put in the pro­
paganda in favour of the victims of the infamous torturer" of Montjuich. 

Several papers are now published to popularise th"ir ideas: L' Etat Na­
turel, by Em. Gravelle, Le Naturien, by Hon. Bigot, La Nouvelle H1tma­
nite, by H. Zisly and II. B~aulieu (all of Pa.ris). 

Down with Civilisation ! Long live Nature i Long live Anarchy! 
Paris, April 13, 98. HENRY ZisLY. 

[We print the above note as being a brief statement of an interesting 
movement which is showing some activity in France. It is not clear to us 
why science-true _science-should be regarded as in conflict with a "natural" 
life. Qllite the rever:;e, we think; for surely it implies a higher apprecia­
tion of nature and a more in'lelligent regard for her laws. The same with 
civilisation, which surely implies :;;orof'thing quite different to the hideous 
lifo conditions imposed on "civilised" man by the capitalist.] 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

The Presidential address of Lilliar1 Harman, president of the Legitimation 
League, has been published in pamphlet form, making a documeut of very 
considerable interest. Herself an ad vocJ.te of "freedom in St:'X:l!al relation­
ships," the 'author announces her purpose and at the same time gives good 
reasons for the faith which is in her. In an age of specialisation she is a spe­
cialist who proposes to coucentrate her fire on the fortress of sexual slavery, 
al ways keeping in mi11d that this slavery is a part of that general exploita­
tion which is a great lasting blemish on our social body. 4nd further, she 
holds that W8' need freedom from sexual sla.very to initiate f, eedom jn so­
cial relationship3 in general, because the highly artificial attitude of the 
sexes towards each other to-day prevents a mutual recognition of the ad­
vantages of freedom in general. Wher·1 the barrins between the sexes a.re 
broken down we may hope th:i.t the problem of liberty will move forward 
to its solution, and that large beilefit to the individual, whfr:h the social or-
ganisation is fitted to develop, be achieved~ . ; 

The dexterity with which the small pitfalls dug for her~ fe.et by the critics 
of sexual liberty are avoided by the author of this pamphle~ is :\)rilliant. The 
wonder in cramped and t1.arro~ minds · over · what wol.1ld '•become of us if 
sexual liberty were gained is given. its well-deserved casti~atiou of contempt. 

The title of the addres~ is "Some Problems in Social Freedom," aud it is 
issued from the office of The Adult, 16 Joh11 Street, B~dforci Row, Lnodon, 
W. C. The price is threepence. W. F. BARN.A.RD. 

''FREEDOM" CAN BE OBTAINED AT : 
London, Otto Matthias, 20 Little Pnltney Street, W ardour St1·eet, W., 

Heigelsteiu, 89 Charlotte Street, Fitzr.oy Square. 
F . . A. Jones, 9 Little Queen Street, H olborn, W. C . 
W. Reeves, 185 Fleet Street, E. C. 
B. Ruderman, 71 Hanbury 8treet, Spita1fi~lds, E. 

Sheffield _E. Delorme, 54 Daniel Hill, U pperthorp:i. 
Glasgow, W. D.uff, .9 Carfh1·Street, Gov.anhill. : ' 
Manchester, J. Wel°sh, 37 King Street, Ardwick, · 
New _York,. A-· Levin, 340, Ch\jrry Street, U. S. A. 
Phila~elphia, H. Weinberg, 50 South and 2nd Street, U. S, A ; Pa. 
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THE PROPAG.A.ND.A.. 

SHEFFIELD. 
On the 4th of Ma.y, comrade Mc Queen delivered a lecture on the Monolith in 

this towu. The subject treated was: "Is Anarchist Commm1ism ~racticable?" 
Several hundreds people came to hear our comrade who dealt with Property 

and Govel'nmrut in a superior fashion a11J well drseryed t~e applause o~ the 
audience. Tlie verve with which he attacked Property mall 1ts forms captivat­
ed the attention of all listeners. Aud when he had shown the inutility and evils 
of government which exists only to support property, our comrade explaine!l to 
the a])Jiarent satisfaction of tlrn audience h~w a society ba~ed on the abso~ute 
freedom of the individual could be estabhshed on the rums of the old society 
~hich, in spite of its upholders, is trembling on its stand and ~vill soon die of 
old a.ae and necrosis or rotteirness of its structure. One co11trad1ctor presented 
hims~lf in the person of Mr. Beresford, 011e •>f the stoutest pillars of h~divi~lual­
ism in Sheffield. That he lrns been cleanly beaten everyone 1rnows, but for him to 
admit it is quite another thing, and when our comrade had repli~d to a profes­
sional Anarchist meeting obstructor, a water drunkard named Liddle., and was 
prepairing to leave, Mr. Beresford made a H!.ad rush towards an American com­
rade who had begun to speak, trying to pnll him down from the. platform; but 
had it not heen for my kiudness in repulsi11g him rather more violently perhaps 
than he expected, seeing that only three of us were on the platform and a great 
number of his admirers behind him, our American comrade-who, by the way, 
does uot believe in passive rt~sistance-would undoubtedly have sent this indivi-

. dual to the grouml, with the mission to pick up his "Individualism'' already 
severely handled by our comrade Mc Queen . 
. I should not have mentioned this little incident were it not that every Anar­

chist meeting at the Monolith is attended by several systematic Anarchist-meet· 
ings-obstructors, to whom we shall plainly indicate that their tactics will not 
have the success they expect, and tlrnt while Wfl mean not to be agressi ve in the 
least, we mean to preserve our right of speech on that platform, should we have 
to use all the energy of which would-be free men are capable. 

Be it known to them. E. DELORME. 

MANCHESTER. 
Vfe have been very quiet during the last few months; holding no meetings 

other. than our ordinary group meetings and several small meetings of comrades 
at which we have discussed questions of principle, the most keenly discussed 
point bei~1g that of the Majority v. the Minority, two or three comrades being 
of opinion that in cases where the majority and minority cannot agree the majo­
rity must inevitably and qitite properly have their way, and that it would be 
quite consistent with Anarchism. Other comrades objected b<ing of opinion 
that auy such actio~1 would be subversive of the fundamental principles of 
Anarchism-No Anarchism. · 

Comrade Barton has spoken several times at I. L. P. clubs ; comrade 
McQ1rnen two or three 'times and comrade Kelly once at an I. L. P. and once 
at au S. D. F. Club. · · 

We liave also had two or three social gatherings. But the most notable thin{)' 
that lrns occurred here has been Barton's secession from the "ouli;l'' group. H~ 
and another comrade-McQueen, who is also a seceder-have formed another 
group and are issuing for free distribution a small printed sheet called "The 
Free Commune," which according to the publishers has a tendency towards 
An.archism. It is however bound to no doctrine, not even of an Anarchist char­
arcte,r, but it is a free lance in the realm of thought. 

We have started an open-air propaganda at Stevenson's Square and the New 
Cross. Had fairly good meetings and a fair amount of literature sold. 'I'he 

_sreakers who have taken part, so far are Houghton, Welsh, and Kelly. We had 
a rather large tlemonstrntion here on May-day organised by the Manchester and · 
Salford Trades Councils, the I. L. P. and S. D. F. The part we took was selli11a 
1iterature. vVe sold about 12s. worth. 

0 

Now a word to Auarcl1ist millionaires. We have a little type, three cases, a 
small · wooden press, and several would- be printers. Also the promised assist­
ance of .a Socialist who has been a printer for 40 years. Now some of us are not 
speakers nor likely to become speakers; still though we may not be able to ex·­
press our thoughts on the platform we might on paper or we might at any rate 
be able to print other peop~e's thou~hts. Besides man:y join us but drop away 
after. a ~, h1le, the rea~oll: berng, I be~ieve, that we can find them nothing to do. 
A pnntrng and pubhshrng grou1) will find plenty of work. Again what latent 
talents may we liOt possess amo11gst us 1 A printing group will tend to develop 
any suc:h. A. sn?all sheet published at regular periods wi_ll help the local propa­
ganda. A prmtrng group ean produce one. Our meetrngs want advertisinD'. 
A.printing group cau do the necessary printing. I might fiil a page of Freedo~n 
w1t.h the advantages of such a group. But we want more type, more cases, and 
~n:uon.press. To get a press ~heap a comrade who is a pattern-~naker is ei1gaged 
m ina~rng patterns .of the vanous pa~·ts of one. But the gettrng of the parts 
cast, non a11d certarn parts plaJ?ed will co~t £2 or £3. Who can and will h.elp ? 
Th:e treasurer of the press fund is J. W arw1ck, 36 Hancock, Rusholme, Manchest. 

P. J. Kl'LLY. 
--o--

JTALIAN RELJEJ/' FUND. 

An "ltalian Relief Committee" has beeu formed by the London 'l'rades Coun­
cil, which has publii:,hed a mauifesto appealing for funds for those left destitute 
throug.h the recent riots. An application has been made for Trafalgar Square for 
a meetrng ou Sunday afternoon, June 12th. Any contributions to this fond sent 
to !freedom will be acknowledged iu our next issue. 
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A NEW WORK BY KROPOTKINE, 

A splendid . propaganda pamphlet, to be published on June 30th, 

THE STATE· ITS HISTORIC ROLE, 
Neatly boiind in cove1·, 50 pp. P1·ice: 2d. 

Orders with cai:-h should be sent at once to ensure prompt attention. 

Sheffield Free Communist Group. 

Everyone thinkiI1g the Anarchist Communist idrns wortl1 dscussing and 
spreading i~ i!1vited to Cl mmunicate with E. Del. rme, 54 Dauiel HHI, Upper. 
tlll fJH', ~b ffield. 

· FREEDOM PAMPHLETS. 
N~. I. THE WAGE SYSTEM. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id • . 

No. 2. THE COMMUNE OF p ARIS. BY PETER KROPOTKINE,. Id. 

No. 3. A TAJ..1K ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM BETWEEN TWO· 

WORKERS. BY E. MALATE:sTA. Id. 

No. 4. ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM: ITS BASIS AND PRINCIPLES. BY 
PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 

No. 5. ANARCHY. BY E. MALATESTA. Id. 

No. 6. ANARCHIST MORALITY. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. ld. 
No. 7. EXPROPRIATION. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 

No. 8. AN A.RCHISM AND OUTRAGE . .BY C. M. WILSON id. 

No. 9. ANARCHY ON TRIAL-George Etievant, Jean G1·ave and 
Caserio Santo. 32 pages; Id. 

No. 10. ANARCHISM : ITS PHILOSOPHY AND IDEAL. Id. 

OtheP Pamphlets. 

LAW AND AUTHORITY. BY PETER E,ROPOTKINE. 2d . 

EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. Id. 

AN APPEAL ·To THE YOUNG. BY PETER KRoPoTKINE. Id. 

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. Their speeches in Court and the record of 
their trial, with the reasous given by Governor Altgeld for pardon­
ing Fielden, Schwab, and Neebe; price sixpence. Spies speech in 
pamphlet form, ld. 

GOD AND THE STATE. BY MICHAEL BAKOUNINE. Price fourpence. 

AN ANARCHIST ON ANARCHY. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. Id. 

'l'HE TABLES TURNED; oR, NuPKINS AWAKENED. A Socialist 
interlude. By WILLIAM MoRitIS. ls. each. 

(Only a few of these original copies left.) 

THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By WILLIAM MORRIS, E. BELFORT 
BAX and VICTOR DAVE. 2d. 

THE IDEAL AND YOUTH. BY ELYSEE RECLUS. Id. 

REVOLUTIO:N'ARY STUDIES. BY PETER KROPOTKINE. Id. 

REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. BY PETER KROPOTKI~E. Id. 

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IN GERMANY. By GUSTAV LANDAUER. id. 
MONOPOLY; oR, How LABOR IS RoBBED. By WILLIAM MoRRIS. Id. 
USEFUL WORK VERSUS USELESS TOIL. BY WILLI.AM 1YloRRIS. ld. 
BrnLIOGRAPHIE DE l'ANARCHIE par M . NETTLAU. Prnface <l' EILSEE REcLus;. 

Brussels, 51 rue des Eperonnier8, 1897 ; 294 pp. 5 francs ; post 
free for 4 shillings prepaid. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 
In fut,ure we rniist 1·eqiwst tliat cill orde1·s for parnph'lets be cicco1npanied 

with . cash. . We a1·e cornpelled to cidhere to this as v;e need furtds fo1· 
1·ep1·inting. 

A THEN .A3:U:wI HALL. 
73, Tottenham Court Road, W. 

ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 5th, 1898 ,, 
A lectiire will be delive1·ecl by 

VI. F. BARN ABD·, · of Chicago, 
Spencerian Essay~·st 

at the Chico.1go Congress, Exhibition 1893, 

On "HERBERT SPENCER AND ANARCHISM." 

Doors open 3,30. Admission: 3d., 6d., and ls. Commence 4. 

Lu C I FER . ~n exponent of Anarchism in se~ual relation~hips. Price­
• srngle copy, ld.; one year, 6s., duect post paid. Edited 

and published by Moses Harman, Chicago, U. S. A. · E11glish agent : George 
Bedborough, 16 John Street, Bedford Row, London, W. C. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Donations Publication Fund. -N. £1, Kahn 2/6, Weinberg 4/2, Delorme ls,. 
N. Notkin 4s. 

FREEDOM Gitarantee Fund.-A. M. 5s., A. M. L. ls., J. Perry 2s., Muller ls.,. 
C. M. W. £1., Henry W. Nevinson 2s. 

Sales of FREEDOM.-Delorme 4/6, Swenson 1/4, Edwards 4s., Reeves 1/10, N orwicht 
4s., Cantwell ls., Duff 17s., Manchester Group 12s., E. Goldman 4/1, H.Levy 
1/4, :Marsh 8d., Higgingbottom 1/4, N. Shaw ls., Marlborough 1/4, Taylor ls. 
N. Robinson 2/8, B. Smith 2/8, N. N otkin 12/5, "Free Commune" 1/4,. 
Ruderman 1/4, Wess 1/4, Edith G. B. 1/7, Newsagents 2s., Office ls. 

Sa~es of FmmDOM Pamphlets.~" Free Commune" 1/4, H. Clay 3/9, A. Levin 
£1-8-9, Tchaykofsky ls., B. Smith 9s. 4d. 

[Will comrades in the London and provincial Groups make a point of furnishing 
us with reports of their meeti11gs and progress by not later than the 20th of •ach 
month.-En.] 

Printed ani.l 1·uhlislu:tl by ,J. TumrnR at 7 J,a1nbs Conduit Street, London, W. C. 
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