
I 

A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. 

VoL. XVII.-No. 175. APRIL, 19D3. MoNTHLY ; O:rrn PENNI. 

POLITICS AND SOCIALISM. 

We have seen in our last ii8sue how Socialism has been 
circumscribed and minimized since it became the watch word of -
a political party, instead of, as formerly, the popular labo~r 
movement. Now, when Socialism is spoken of, all that 1s 
meant is : State railways, State monopoly of banks and spirits, 
perhaps, in a remote future, State mines, and plenty of legis­
lation intended to slightly protect Labour-without doing the 
slightest harm to Capitalism-and at the same time bring·ing 
Labour as much as possible into a complete submission to the 
present middle-class Government of the State. State arbitra­
tion, State control of the 'rrade· Unions, State armies for work­
ing the railways and the bakeries in the cas~ of , strikes, and 
like measures in favour of the Capitalists, are, as is known, 
necessary aspects of "Labour legislation," in accordance 
with the well-known programme of rnsraeli, John Gorst, 
'·The People," and like Tory Democra.t swindlers. 

To understand Socialism, as it was understood thirty years 
ago,-tbat is, as a deep revolution which would free man by re­
constructing the distribution of wealth, consumption and pro­
duction on a n ew basisJ-is now described by the '' N eo­
Socjalists" as sheer nonsense. W e have now "scientific 
Socialism," and if you would kno~ all about it, read a few 
"authorised version'' pamphlets, in which tb.e guessings w.hich 
Fourierists, Owenites, and Saint-.Simonians used to make sixty 
years ago concerning the concentration of capital, the coming 
self-annihilation of capitalism, and like naive predictions- . 
retold in a far less comprehensible language by Engels and 
Marx-are r epresented .as so many great scientific discoveries.of 
the German mind. Only, alas, owing to these would-be dis­
coveries, the teaching which formerly, by its Communistic 
aspirations, inspired the masses and attracted the best minds of 
the nineteenth century, has become nothin~ but a mitigated 
middle-class ~tate capitalism. 

*** 
To speaK now of the Social Revolution is considered by the 

"scientific'' Socialist a cTime. Vote and wait! I'on't trouble 
about the revolution; revolutions- are mere inventions of idle 
spirits ! Only criminal Anarchists talk o~ them no~ .. Be 
quiet, and vote as you are told to. Don't beheve these crimrna1s 
who tell you that owing to the faciHies of exp1oita.tion of the 
backward races all over the world, the numbers of capitalists 
who climb ou the necks of the. European working man are 
stead1ly growing. Trust to the N eo- Socialists, who have pro.ved 
that the middle-classes are go·ing to destroy themsel.ves, in 
virtue of a ''Law of self-annihi.1a.ti.on," discovered by then· great 
thinkers. Vote ! Greater men than you will tell you the 
moment when the self-annihilation of capital has heen accom­
plished. They will then exprnpriate th few usurp~r~ left, who 
will own everythino·, and you will bo ft1eed without ever 
having taken any m~re tro~1bl than tb<1t of writing on a bit 
of paper the name of the man whum the h ad· of your fraction 
of the party tol.d you to vote for ! 

To such shameful nonsense the poli.tician Socialist.s have' tried 
to reduce the Gr at R vol utinn which calls for the energies of 
all the lovers of freedom and equality. 

*** 
.And in the m a11ti me rei:ict.ion tries tn take tli fullest 

advantage of these uicicln 1 prnn.c: hi ng·s. It, concentrates its 
forces all over tb0 world. vVl1 · sbnulcl it n< it? ·vvhere · i.· the 
revolutionar3 party which mig.ht l>e cFipable of n.ppealing to the 
p ople against it oppr s ors? And ... o it tak s hol~ of all the 
channels nf p 0 wer which the pr~1:;eu t Rt 1 te prov1d0 fur the 
ruling middl e clas · s. 

Look at education ! The d· ..... stro · with a sure and clever 
hand all that had been done in 1 o0-l875 for wresting instruc-

tion out of the hands of the clergy. Why should thl'y 11 ·t, when 
it was the once redoubtable but now tamed Sociafo; t p11li tic.;ians 
who have helped at the la t election the Cons0n'.atives 
to be so powerful in Parliament? The Scl1nul Board 
teacher bad ceased to tell the poor, " Suffer, it.R the. will 
of the creator that you should be poor." On the co11t1·ary, he 
told them: "Hope; try yourselves to shake off yom u1isery l " 
The slum mJther began to get in to the habit of gniog to the 
School Board teacher to t ell of her needs and sorrows, i nstcn.d 
of going to the parson, as she formerly did. D~wn, tbe11,. with 
the School Boards! And wby not? Why should they not 
dare anything when they know that it was the Soci~.lists, t?e 
politicians who had helped' them to win such a power 111 Pal'lia­
ment ! Even in France, where they ostensibly fight to free the 
schools fro rn the clergy, the best and largest colleges are in the 
hands of the Jesuits-within a stone's throw of the Chamber 
of Deputies. Everywhere the middle class retum t~ rel~­
gion, everywhere they work to bring the clergyman, with his 
ignorance and his eternal fire, back to the school-and the 
working men are told to take no interest in these matter.~, to 
laisser faire and to study John Gorst's program of paternal 

. State legislation. 

There was in the years 1860-1875 a powerfully ·desti· .1diYe 
force at work-the materialistic phil0sophy. It proclueecl L 1 ~ 
wonderful revival of sciences, an<l led to the w0nilerful ,: .s­
coveries of the last quarter of a · centur_y. lt induced meu to 
think. It freed the minds of the workers ...... '' Down7 then, 
with Materialism,') is now the outcry of the middle cbsses. 
"Long live metaphysics, long live Hegel, Kant, and the Dialectic 
method ! ' ' Why not ? They know that in this directio.~1, .too, 
the reaction will find n0 opposition from the N eo-Soc1ahs~s . 
They are also dialectician~, Hegelians, they als·) worslup 
econ0mjc metaphysics, as has been so well shown by Tcherkes ff 
in his "Pages of Socialist History.)' 

Happily enough, there is one element i~ the presen~ .life 
of Europe and America which hag not yielded. to p~htical 
corruption. It is the labour movement, so far as 1t has hitherto 
remain ed strange to the race for seats in Parliament. It may be 
that here and there the workers belonging to this movement give 
support to this or that candidate for a seat in a parliament or ii:, 
a municjpalily-but there are already scores of thousands ot 
working men in ~pain, in Italy, in France, in Hol\and, and pro­
bably in England too, who quite consciously rAfuse to ~ake any 
part, even for fun, in the political struggle. Their mam wo.rk 
lies in quite another direction. With an admirable te1?-nc1ty 
they organise their unions, within each nation and mter­
nationally, and with a still more admirable a:dour the¥ prepare 

'the great coming struggle of Labour agamst Capital: the 
coming of the international general strike. 

One may ,iudge of the terror which this movement, unostensibly 
prep :1r J IJ,· the workers, in pire: in tD.e middle classes, by the 
terrible pr isecutions--wl :ic:lt h:1ve not stnpped even.at torture­
which thev have carrierl on aga.in t the revolut10nary trade 
uuion in pain. One 1n ay j udgP ot that terrnr by the infau;?us 
r<'"'pn-}s::;ion of the l\1ila11 insurr ction which was order~d by I< mg 
H Lt111bert, or b) Lhe 1u easures which were gorng to be 
takc:·n F\.<)·ain,t r ai lwav strikers in H0lla11d. 'J.11-ese measures, as 
·is kno,; n, ~ere prev~nted by the sn len<li<l R.d of internatio.nal 
solidaritv accomplish d bv the Beiti h Dock Labourers' Umon, 
and 1mmedi·1tely followed by the menaciu~· deelarations 9f the 
Gen eral Union• of the Frend1 Syndicates. It hardly need be 
send that 1-1,ll the Parl1a.meut:1ry 1...'oc.:ia.lists of France Germany, 
Spain, :r:c ., head cl by the famous lVlillerand and. J aures (one 
ye~u ~go thi la t, wa for the g neral tr1 ~e-:-now he 
write J ng ~rticle. against it.) bitterly oppo~e thi 1dea of a 
general strike. Bllt the Utovement p1·~n.ds every mont_b, and 
every month it gains new uµport and wm new ympathrns. 

We ·hall try t give in our next number a survey of the work 
already accompli ~hed in this direction. 
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NOTES .. 

Frn.sT l\11LLERA.ND-THEN JAUREs. 
"All who euter here leave Socialis:n behind." 'rhat is what should 

be written over the doors of all parliaments to warn the workers what 
they may expect from their "rep1·esentatives" whom they elected at 
such a cost of money, time and trouble. 

In Jif;Stice for March 2ht, Hyndman, in ll much-needed protest, has 
pilloried the two reneg .. tdes ,Millerand and J aures, and has dealt them 
some well-<lesel'ved blows with all his fiery indignation. If be bad 
been logical thi::; attack . would have been of inestimable worth, but 
unfortun:1tely Hyndman himself is too much tied to the wheels of the 
political Juggernaut, too much imbued with Marxism and State 
Socialism, to hew st1·aight to the line of true Socialist principles. 
Were it otherwise, Hyndman would see that his impeachment of 
Millerand is an indictment of the,whole policy of the parliamentary 
Socialists, who, following religiously their "scientific 1' theory, work 
for the "conquest of political power." For it is not merely that Mille­
rand is a. tni,itor, a m m·derer of the workers : he j ustifi.es himself on 
the very grounds as::;umed by Social-Democrats for the taking of the first 
step which costs .so mnch. Hyndman says, however," Yet Millerand 
is no worse thnn others would be. He meant well, I have no doubt, 
but he could n~t rise snperior to .his surroundings. He could not be 
Minister of Oommercl1 in a bourgeois government without swallowing 
a lot of bourgeois dirt. And he has swallowed it. It seems to have 
agreed with him .. " Very well; but why blame him? If you encourage 
a child to play with the fire when you know it will burn itself, who is 
responsible if the house is burned down ? Yet the same policy is being 
pursued in England. Comrades who have done good w01·k in the 
early days of the n;iovement get themselves elected, and immediately. 
(as Millerand has donA) they den:ri the R evolution. vVe have enough 
'· shoci'.cing examples" at home withont looking abron.d . The pressing 
need of the moment is not n. " united political SJcia.list party," but that 
all Soc;ialists, in face of i·ecent events, should recor;sider the whole 
po ·ition and return to first principl.es. 

THE J EJ\IESIS OF hfPERIALISJ\I. 

Imparia.lism covers n. multitude of sirn"\. But its inky cloak is not 
wide enough to hide ~1 .11 its infamies. Besides Nemesis dogs its foot­
steps, •md lift::; the \'eil that all ma.y see. vVe say nothing of this pre­
sent Government of 1·0£;nes; but where are the other gods ? Some · 
carry their dimiuished heads on their ::;houlders but without the 
applau:je of the crowd. Other::; a.1·e i11 the dust. 'I'he inevit;i ble finan­
cil-1.1 scandal is well to the fore, ::i.nd ·Whitaker W i·igbt dt·a.gs at his heels 
the reputations of Roya.I pets a.nd Coui·t official·. It is a g1·eat hllrvest 
for E11gland, after th1·ee yeal's debauch of Jingoi ·m. It is a sublime 
message to the oppressed of ::ill nations this country sends forth to-day! 
Truly, we have all the vi1·tnes nece sary for governing all the millions 
undel' our sway. And the tl'ue object of the war-the providing slaves 
for the mine owners-is a.. good as accompl ished. Having relllised all 
this lo not talk of a l'evolution, but give three chee1·s for Will Crooks, 
M.P. for Woolwich ! 

COMPULSORY ARBITRATION. 

We get so little ref el'ence even to Socialism now in the Gla1·ion, that 
we c;ease to look fo1· anything of intere ·t in thHt direction. Ne\rer­
theless we ate hai-dly prepared to find uch l'eactionary ·tupidity as 
an advocacy of compul:-;01·y arbit1·ation for Engli h worke1·s. Yet we 
find a note claiminu tha.t uch a thing ha innumerable advantages for 
the workers. If the w1·iter is incere, be is blind to the fundamental 
cause of strikes, and incapable of guaging the outcome of the compul­
.sory method. He might have enlightened him elf somewhat by a 
perusal of the Daily Kews of March 4th, wherein appears a report of 
an addres by the Attorney-Genernl for New South Wa.le~ to the Au~­
tralasian Chamber of Commerce in London. The la1·ge ::tudience, we 
a.1·e told, included Lol'd Ro ebe1·y-happ, omen for the worker . 

The report ays Mr. Wi e began hi addre. · by reference to the fears 
of Soci;1 li tic legi.-la.tion in Au tralia, and aid it would be his 
endeavour to show that thel'e wa r10 cau e fol' alarm on that core. 
No country in the world offered greater security to capital than New 
South Wales. Why? Because of the tability in ured to political 

and industrial institutions by Old Age Pensions and Compulsory A1·bi­
tration ! And the Gla1··ion advocates this and yet claims to write for 
Socia.lists ! Why does not it leave these absurdities to onr enemies 
the Oapitalists ? 

One other cheerful result of compulsion we must not forget to men­
tion. The C01.wt makes it a, misdemeanou1· /01· one workman to 'Wrge 
anothe1· to yo on $trik~. Bl'avo, Gla1·i01i I 

We should like to have co11gratulated Justice on its thousandth 
number, but what is there to say? Years of hard toil and self-sacri­
fice have been given for the paper; yes, we know it well. But w!Jat 
is it teaching to-day? Is it teaching us what true Socialism means? 
Not at all. It is teaching al ways palliative , reforms and political 
compromise. Does it put priuciple before personality? Jo. For the 
homage paid to persons who have worked for the paper has warped the 
editorial sense of fair play. 

Spite of the assertion to the contrary, the present number compares 
vel'y unfuourably wit~ the first, so far as the preaching of pure 
Socialist principles is concemed. Jiistice has done some good work, _ 
but what might it not have accomplished had it not so early developed 
all the.crass theories of State Socialism. 

It has remained for those staunch defenders of restraint, the Indi­
vidua'list Anarchists, to out-do the daily press in their 'cheap sneers at 
the refusal of Voltairine de Cleyre to prosecute (restrain is their word) 
Herman Helcher for the attempt on her life. Messrs. Tucker and 
McDonald, eclito1·s and publishers of Libe1·ty and J.1·uthseelce1· (N.Y.), 
are naturally quite upset ovel" Voltairine's absurd conduct in trying ~o 
practice Anarchism as well as prellch it. Some men reach their 
second childhood early, and if we refrain from comparing Mr. Truth­
seeker McDonald to the "sere and yellow leaf" it is because we sympa­
thise with a brother who has gone astray, but truth (seeker) compels 
us to say he i5 old enough to know bette1·, and if he does not it is not 
our fault. As for Mr. Benjamin R. Liberty, his case has been 
diagnosed years ago-and declared hopeless. When the average man 
discovers a truth he is a hard man to get along with, when he thinks 
he has discovered a truth and has not-he is impossible. Ben belongs 
to the latter genus. Long ago he discovered that "the only good Injun 
is a dead Injun," and the best way to make people peaceful is to hit 
them over the head with a club (voluntary, of course,), the best way to 
abolish prisons is to · call them houses of restraint ; in short, he has 
discovered the' best way to abolish a thing is to strengthen it-and 
change its name. Anarchism to him is a philosophy to be discussed 
after a sixty-cent. dinner, a cigar and a cup of coffee (why not velvet 
smoking jackets and silk tea-gowns) and I wo'uld warrant that the 
tenor of his articles depends entirely upon the state of his digestion. 
The best and the worst thing that can be· said about the edito1· of 
Libtrty and his misuse of the word" liberty" is what Edelman once said, 
"Ben Tucker is much better than his philosophy." Meanwhile here 
is a pointer for the voluntary police libertarians. We shall continue to 
propagate Anarchism and-to practise it. 

The Labour Representation Committee decided a.t its recent con­
ference to grant a salary of .£200 pe1· yea1· to all of thei1· caudidates 
who are elected to the House of Commons. This is rather a sm·dl (?) 
salary for such arduous duties as gentlemen in that in -titution are 
subjected to. On second thoughts, howeve1·, when we remember that 
most of them are salaried .officials in trade unions or professional 
gent.lemen, things look different. Richard Bell, we understand, is in 
receipt of £300 a year from his union, and if he receives £200 from 
the L.R.O. he will have a real working man's salary. Or take Pete 
Curran and John Ward, both officials .of tl'ade unions and candidates 
of the L.R.C., if they only receive £150 a ye~r each from theiv unions, 
that with the salary of L.R.C. would make their total incom es equal 
to that of five navvies or gasworkers at 30s. per week. ':rhey probably 
think they are worth it, but we wonder what tht slaves who toil in 
the gasworks and in the docks think of it. Fo1· our part, we hope 
this point will be driven home by comra.des; throughout the country, 
and especially by those who a1·e trade unionists. Point out not only the 
danger but the stupidity of boosting navvie. and gasworkers to power 
and paying them the wages of a bank cle1·k, and expecting them to 
remllin in touch with their downtrodden brethren. They are adopting 
the very best way of turning working meu iuto middle-class men, and 
no one need be surprised if they fall victim · to the exploiting class, as 
so many have done before them. · 

'rhe Chapman poisoning case furnished food for a li.ttle more cant 
on the part of tho ·e gentq who uphold a system which create. such 
men. Justice G1·antham, in his umming up, said to the pl'isoner: 
'' The only satisfactory feature in the case we have just completed is 
that I am able to address you as a foreigner and not as an English­
man." To a simple · uninfonned man it would appear from the above 
w01·ds that murder i an unknown thing among Englishmen. The 
hysterics of the Daily 1VIail i·eporter were even more far-fetched. 
He said Chapman was a good-looking man, and befOl'e the trinl would 
quite readily have pa. sed for an Engli hman, but just previou to 
sentence being passed on him, and while he was quaking with telTor, 
there could be obsel'ved in bis eyes a di. tinctly fol'eign look. If the 
above tatement wa · not such obvious cant we might be tempted to 
ask, What i a " fol'eign look? " As it i. , we say simply that the 
hypocrisy of these vultures who have hunge1:ed fol' this poor wretch's 
blood for weeks· is ickening. 
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J. B. CLEMENT. 
COMMUNARD, SOCIALIST, REVOLUTIONARY POET. 

Had death waited but a few days Clement would have closed his_ 
eyes on the anniversary of the 18th of March. 
· Year by year the survivors of the dread hecatomb of 1871 grow 
fewer; Urbain, Champy, Hern·i Place are gone, and now Clement 
leaves us; so the years pass on. And all to their last h·our seemed to 
live on the watch, as though they waited for something-a~ indeed 
they did-the Revolution that should herald in an era of Justice and 
Truth. 

J. B. Clement was born, in 1837, at Boulogne-sur-Seine. His father, 
a miller, W::lS unable to afford him other than a ~eagre education, bu~ 
such was his ardour for study that he seized every opportunity for 
self-tuition. · 

Clement was a poet. We were all poets in those days, although few 
wrote verses that would live. His Ca1·magnoles had the honour of 
bringing him two years' imprisonment under the Empire. He was 
among the first to dream of the Republic, and collaborated with the 
newspapers that commenc~d the struggle. Then came the great con­
flict-the International, the Vigil_ance · Committee of Montmartre, the 
18th of March, the Com.mune, and in all, ~nd through all, Clement in 
the vanguard, whether of intellect or battle. 

When the Commune was about to die, when before the great white 
wall of Pere Lachaise, the handful of brave comrades who had escaped 
de~Lth among the tombs, was being massacred in cold blood by a vic­
torious army-another handful, composed of members of the Commune 
and Central Committee, with' one Garibaldian, was still de.fending the 
banicade in the Rue Fontaine-au-Roi. Against this was approaching 
a body of Vers:::iilles wolves. 'rhe only Communards left standing. when 
the cannon in Pere Lachaise ceased firing were those in the Rue Fon­
ta.ine-au-Roi, who were raking blood-bespattered Versailles with grape-
shot. , 

Over the barricade :Boated an immense red flag; beside it stood the 
two Fem~s, Theophile and Hippolyte, . Clement, Varlin, Vermorel, 
Champy. Their· ammunition was all but i:;pent when the Versaillais_ 
turned on them. · -

They were about to fire their last shots when a young girl hurrying 
foom the barricade in the Rue Saint-Maur, which had been captured, 
came and stood beside them in spite of their protests that ·she was 
courting deat~. . 

A few moments later the barricade, blown up by the ignition of what 
am.munition remained, gave its parting salute to the ComJl!.une. 

From Sartory, where I was a prisoner, we heard this explosion, and 
I knew it meant the end. Yet, turning to our conquerors, I said, 
" ·The struggle will recommence in even a more terrible form ; the 
Commune is not dead." AJ:!-d in spite of their anger my calm assurance 
seemed to trouble them. 

After that c~me death to some-.,.exile and transportation to others. 
The young girl was never seen again ; it was in memory of her that 

Clement wrote his Song of the Che1·9·ies. 
Only just before his death, as' I was leaving for Havre, he sent me 

a few lines of greeting and remembrance. · 
Clement's poems are many ; some of them set to music by A. Renard, 

of the Opera, had a great vogue at one time. Among ~hese the Che1·1·ies, 
The White Tra1Jelle1·, Goodman 1Yfise1·y, The Sowe1·, etc., will live long after 
we are gone. His last work was th,e Library of Socialist Propaganda, 

I 60, Boulevard de Olichy, :Paris, into which he had put his whole heart. 
March, 1903. LoursE MICHEL. 

COMMUNE MEETING. 

The meeting to celebrate the thirty_:-second anniversary of the Paris 
Commune was held this year at the Athenreum Hall, and considering 
the disa<lvantages we laboured under it was a d.ecided success. Even as it 
was the meeting was the most successful we have held for several years. 
Kropotkin was unable to be present owing to his recent illness, but he 
sent a vigorous letter whi~h we print elsewhere. 

Louise Micliel was as enthusiastic as eYer, and bid us hope for the 
dawn of the new era witii all her old energy. Briefly, yet vividly, she 
sketched the bistpry of the Commune, and adduced her moral aci only 
Louise can, pointing out that the future lay with the young, and we 
should strive to instil into them the principles of brotherhood and 
freedom. Lothrop Withington, in a short speech, drew a graphic pic­
ture of the power of the gold kings, of their gambling and speculating 
with the means of subsistence of millions of people, and of the necessity 
of educating as many people as we can, so that when the next financial 
crisis comes we shall have an intelligent minority ,.ho know how to 
take advantage of the situation. He repeated ~be oft-told tale of how 
the Communards guarded the Bank of France, and his watchword was 
" Never again l Never again ! " Malatesta urged the impo1·tance of 
revolutionary action, and lamented the fact that the workers of Milan, 
in 1898, limited themselves to throwing stones at the troops who 
were shooting them down, instead of turning their guns on them. 
Marmol, among other things, drew attention to the powerful influence 
of women in the movement, and cited the cases of Loui e Iichel and 
Voltairine de Oleyre to show the great work that can be done for 
humanity if women only try. 

F. Kitz gave reminiscences of past Commune meetings, how twenty 

years ago it was impos ible to get an English speaker to defend 
the 1ommnnard . He described, humorou~ly, how the workmen, who 
could pnt aU of their belongings in a cigar box, spoke of the destruction 
of pt'Opel'ty in an· aggrieved tone, as though they were multi­
millionaire . Kitz held that when we could get such a meeting in 
times like the present there was cause for hope. 

E. Leggatt addressed the meeting in vigorous English, and urged 
the neces ity of organisation and education to prepare for the impend­
ing storm. Seraphine Pajaud aid a few words for peace on earth and 
good will to men; that men should live as brothers, and not in the 
terrible way they do at present. 

Our comrade Jenny Atkinson sang, and quite charmed the audience 
with her beautiful voice. It was a variation and doubly welcome, the 
songs being so beautifully rendered that it was with difficulty she was 
allowed to withdraw after singing. -. 

H. Kelly was the chairman, and comrades Shepherd and Wess, who 
were advertised to speak, were present, but owing to the number of 
speakers and the lateness of the hour they were unavoidably crowded out. 
The meeting was so successful that we feel as if the tide has turned, and 
now that the workers seem to have retu'.rned to sanity it may be 
possible to do some good work once mo~e. 

LITERARY NOTES. 

'Phe Refo1·mist General St1·ike and the Revdlutionw·y General Strike 
(La G1·eve , Generale Refo1·miste et la G1·eve Genfrale Revolutionnai?-e). , 
'fhis penny pamphlet i::; issued by the Committee of Propaganda of the 
Ge.neral Strike, which was nominated by the French Trades Union 
Congress, held at Lyons, 1901. We regret that we cannot give larger 
abstracts from this remarkable pamphlet, in which the adyantages of a 
general strike, both in a revolutionary period and in a pacific period, 
for enfo1·cing reform . upon the ruling classes, are di~cussl3d with great 
lucidity. The main conclusions are formulated as follows:-

" 1. In the present circuillstances, discussing otrl)" what fan be 
realised in our, actual surroundings,-tbe revolutionary general sttike 
appears as the only possible and efficacious rheans fot the working 
classes to free themselves entirely from the Capitalist and the Govern­
mental yoke. 

"2. Even if it be used as an arm for obtaining partial improvements, 
the general strike, being an economical w·m, is far i·icher in good results 
than the attempts that are being made in parliaments, in ordef to 
compel the governments to interfere in favour of the exploited work­
men. 

" 3. The general strike, whether revolution~ry or reformist, is 
always the result of the efforts of conscious m -in01·ities, which, by their 
example, move the masses and urge them forward." 

The Gene1·al St1·ike-a Revolution (La G1·eve Genfrale-Revolution)~ by 
E. Girault, a. twopenny pamphlet published by Le L-ibe1•tai1·e, 15, Rue 
d'Orsel, Paris. Various Social-Democratic theories (concentration of 
capital, &c.) and so-called Labour legislation are analysed first, and 
then the general strike is treated as a. beginning of tile Social 
Revolution. 

THE WOR.D-R.EVOLUTIQN. 

The word we awaited is spoken, the word of the promise of life; 
Behold, take heed to the token, and gird your loins for the strife. 

The sleepers awake from their slumber, shake sleep from their eyel'ids, 
and night; 

Who is 'there shall reckon their number; who shall wit~sta:nd their 
might? 

Their strength is the strength of the waters tll'at murmur and1 ga:€her 
and i·ise · 

Humanity's s~ns and daughters, with Humanity's hope in eheit eye's. 

They are armed, and their heart js steady with hope of the things 
t.o be; 

The sword is unsheathed, they are ready; the word passes round­
Anarchy ! 

The might of the masters is shaken, they shall tremble witli fear and 
shame; · 

The rods in their hands shall be taken, their power be 8.n emp y name. 

Nor the svrnrd shall be sheathed, nor the fighting shall cease, nor the 
flame shall die out, 

Till the task is accomplished of righting the wrongs that ring us about. 

Then the world shall be filled with the voices of them thatf shall live 
through the strife; 

They shall sing as a sick man rejoices when he tastes the wine 6f new 
life. 

But ours is the joy of the morning, the joy of the earnest fight, 
'l'o welcome the glad red dawning, marchjng foi-ward towards the 

light. 

Our chains shall be smitten and broken, forward into the strife. 
The word we awaited is spoken; the word of tLe promiie of life. 
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EVILS OF CENTRALISATION. 

Local Selj-Gove1·nment mul, 'entmlis(ltion. By J. Toulmin Smith. 
1851. 
The above-mentioned book, though not strictly speaking Anarchist, 

yet contains an interesting exposition of the evil of Oentmli. eel Govern­
ment. The author compare it with regard to its principles and effects 
with Local Self-Government, that is the mamgement of all local affairs, 
of common intere t, by the whole body of tho e whom they concern. 
Such a position has an interest for Anarchi ts. We therefore give the 
following extract. 

" The fundamental idea of Centralisation is distmst. It puts no 
Faith in Man ; believes not in Hope, nor in the everlastingness of 
Truth; and treats Charity as an idle word. 

" Its synonyms are, irresponsible control ; meddling interference ; 
and arbitrary taxation . .... . 

"Under Centralisation the forces always acting towards Progress 
are crushed out. Should it ever happen that the assumers of authority 
seek the good of others, instead of self-interest, it has a logical and 
physical impossibility that the true steps of progress can be taken. 
Whatever is done will be done by :fits and starts. The ground which 
alone can be fruitfully worked is kept untilled and barren. At length, 
some great and accumulated wrong, suddenly seen in its enormity, 
arouses a spirit of uncontrollable indignation-the stronger because 
ignorant-and a Revolution follows. And revolution may follow 
revolution; but until Local Self-govemment-the only system which 
gives freemen a place, and implants the consciousness of duties and 
responsibilities-has rooted out centralisation-the prop and means of 
despotism and tyranny-there can be no hope of lasting peace, a sound 
condition of society, or a steady progress. 'l'he minds and energies of 
those whose welfare is in question, instead of having been habitually 
roused, themselves to grapple with each want that rises, have been 
systematically dwarfed and deadened. Though the might of the 
people has been spasmodically asserted, the paroxysm soon subsides, and 
others step in instead, either to order or to control the ordering. 

"To tie up all to the tether of the lending strings which -its various 
irresponsible functionaries shall hold, and to g_uide all according to the 
crude pedantries of individuals, is the object, and the rnsult, of centra­
lisation. What the end is when, ·those strings once burst, unbridled 
fury and just indignation are ponred upon the upholders of the 
system, the history of France supplie$ sad illustration~. The 
same history has been for some time assiduously weaving for 
England. . 

"The earnest man, unshackled by the blighting influence of centra­
lization, will always know that steady perseverance and unswerving 
confidence in truth will be crowned with success. It is the man who 
is unearnest that seeks to gain his ends by means of Acts of Parlia­
ment. which shaU enforce and oontrol free thought and action. 

"Nominated by the usurpe.d power of what should be a merely 
ministerial executive, and dependent on its pleasure, the functionaries 
who thus get themselves appointed neither acknowledge nor have any 
responsibility to the nation, or to any part of it. · The 'reports' which 
they may, with officious parade, sometimes make public, 'instead of 
helping progress and truth forwai·d, and putting their authors in a 
more responsible position, are merely a convenient means to disseminate 
manufactured evidence, the distorters of the truth, an'1 always utterly 
untrustworthy. They but serve the further to blind and mislead those 
who have already ignobly su?mitted to ~ degrading system. They are 
but some of the crafty devices by which the shackles are being con­
.~inually the tighter fitted on. 

"Universal obedience to the pedantic schemes of a few closet 
t~eorists i~ proclaimed to be more conducive to human progress than 
the· spreadmg of the truths wrought out by the ll!easeless and multitu­
dinous energy and enterprise of millions of active, thoughtful and prac­
tical men, daily meeting face to face the difficulties to be overcome . 
and conscious of the responsibility that lies on them to grapple with 
and overcome them; and directly interested in attaining the best 
results. This is what centralisation really is, stripped of the dis­
guises under which its advocates al ways seek to cover its naturu.1 repul­
siveness. The empirical and undiscussed projects of interested indivi­
viduals are enforced as law over the whole land, instead of that law 
which the folk and people shall have chosen by their own counsel and 
consent. · 

"By those who have usurped, or who are seeking to usurp, powers in­
consistent with the rights and responsibilities of a free people, the 
machinery of centralisation will always be delighted in. To make 
stronger their hold on power, they thus pread, through all the ramifi­
cations of society, a system of bribery and corruption the most in­
sidious and powerful-namely, the temptations of offices and appoint­
ments on which to live at ease at the expense of the public; and by 
means of which these still exist, throughout all rank , an army elf­
interested to uphold a corrupt and blighting ystem. Under such a 
system the functionarie , as it has been well said, 'are not there for the 
benefit of the people, but the peor le for the be:iae.fit of the 
fUnctionaries.' · 

"'A numerous body of civil functionaries,' is created, 'living upon 

the people for the performance of duties, partly useless, partly such as 
a. people imbued with r nblic spirit would discharge for themselve ; and 
extending over them, in thei1· private affairs and movements, a super­
intendence and interference which a people with any sense of liberty 
and per onal rights would not tolerate.',, *' 

EXTRACTS FROM "VISTAS OF DEMOCRACY." 
BY WALT W IIITM.AN. 

THE RIGHT LrrEitATURE. 

I know nothing more rare, even in this country, than a fit scientific 
estimate and reverent appreciation of the people- of their measureless 
wealth of latent power and capacity; tbeil' vast artistic contrasts of 
lights and sihades, with, in America, theil' entire reliability in emergen­
cies, and a certain breadth of historic gmndeur, of peace or war, far 
surpassing all the vaunted samples of book heroes, or any haut ton 
coteries, in all the records of the world. 

THE PURPOSE OF DEMOCH.ACY. 

The purpose of democracy-supplanting old belief in the necessary 
ab5oluteness of establish~d dynastic rulersbip (temporal, ecclesiastical 
and scholastic) as furnishing the only security again::;t chao" crime and 
ignorance-is, through m~J,ny transmigrations and amid endless 
ridicules, arguments and ostensible failures, to illustrat e, at all hazards, 
this doctrine or theory that man, properly trained in sanest, highest 
freedom, may and must become a law, and series of laws, unto himself; 
surrounding and providing for, not only his own personal control, but 
a.11 his relations to other individuals, and to the State ; and that, while 
other theories, as in the past histories of natlons, have proved wise 
enough, and indispensable perhaps for their conditions, this, as matters 
now stand, is the only scheme worth working from, as warranting 
results like those of Nature's laws, reliable, when once established, to 
carry on themselves. 

THE UNPOPULAR CAUSE. 

Judging from the main portions of the hi&tory of the world, so far, 
justice is always in jeopardy, peace walks amid hourly pitfalls, and of 
slavery, misery, meanness, the craft of tyrants, and the creduli ty of the 
populace, in some of their protean forms, no voice can at any time say 
"They are not." The clouds break a little, and the sun shines out­
but soon and certain the lowering darkness falls ag•Lin, as if to last for 
ever. Yet there is an immortal courage and prophecy in every sane 

. soul that cannot, must not, under any ciTcumstanccs, capitulate. Vive 
the attack-the perennfal assault ! Vive the u npopular cause-the 
spirit that audaciously aims-the never abandoned efforts, pursued the 
same amid opposing proofs and precedents. 

AN A_P PJ3~ .A L. 
Comrades, 

The wife of our Comrade MacQueen (the latter being in 
America, and condemned to five years' impl'iaonment) in attempting to 
join her husband in Amei·ica, was prevented. by the authorities from 

· landing. Mrs. MacQueen and her two children were sent back to 
England under cruel circumstances; the Steamsh.ip Company refuses 
to restore her effects until she has paid her return fare for herself and 
children. 

Help is urgently needed, therefore we appeal to you to give what 
pecuniary assistance you are able, thereby helping the family of a 
Comrade in distress. 

THE LEEDS COMRADES. 

All moneys should be made payable to 
DAVE WORMALD, 

7, Jcick Lane, Holbeck, Leeds. 

All donations will be acknowledged in F1·eedorn. 

Amount previously acknowledged 
Leeds Comrades 
W . Jago 
Gott 
Malf ew Seklew 
G. Glassman 
Manchester Comrades 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Per J. Young 
J. Conolly 
Arnold Lupton 
Leeds Jewish Comrades • 
Leice ter Anarchist Group 

Jlfoney is uryently negded /01· above fund. 

£ s. d. 
3 17 3 
0 6 3 
0 5 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 2 6 
0 5 0 
0 4 6 
0 4 6 
0 4 0 
0 7 3 
0 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 14 6 
1 0 0 

* La.ina's Observaliona on the Social and Political State of E iwope, in 1848 
and 1849~ 
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THE ONLY WAY. degree that they produce at p1·esent in four hott!' more than their 
grandfathers did iu fourteen ...... and they thi.nk to have t1fomphed ! 
If they do not touch our possession , we will con ent even to a five 
hours' day; more, we will let the Socialist member of Parliament and 

II, ministers talk what they like, make a many Socialist laws as they 
We have said that the invasion and domination of combined capital choose ...... If we remain the possessors, we will know how to govern 

across frontiers and oceans has been foreseen by all Socialists from the them, to make them our servants." 
beginning of last century. Some among them wished to check it by And the most famed money-grubbers of all-those of America and 
..State action. In England, in 1802, Parliament, under the influence of England - graciously acquiesce in an eight hours' da.y ...... making 
Robert Owen and his friends, carried the first law for the regula.tion of hund1·ed millions of profit yea1·ly.* They go yet farther; they give to 
hours of labour for women and children employed in factories . Starting their exploited workers even a certain part of the profit. Last year 
from this first Act of so-called labour legislation, under the influence of the _Steel Trust made their workers a present of fifteen -qiillions of 
the said Robert Owen, an<l afterwards of Pface, Sadler, Osteler, Lord dollars in shares; the New Yo1·k bankers distributed among their 
Shaftesbury, and many others, but especially unde1· the pressure of officials :five million dollars in Christmas boxes. 
workers' agitation organised by the followers of Owen,* labour laws sue- , The monopolists, the exploiters, can and will cede still more than that. 
-ceeded each other in 1815, 1817, 1819, 1832, 1834, 1836, 184 7, etc. Up Because the marvellous progress of the past century works to their 
till our time capitalists and their instrument of oppression-the S.tate- benefit, many of them realise at present p1·ofits which surpass many a 
have always consented to cede to the energetic claims of united State budget of the eighteenth century. To try to liberate the people 
workers. And strange-the masters found on each 0ccasion that from their subjugation by pa1·tial State reforms will be simply to con-
whilst diminishing the · hours of labour, they gained, because the pro- solidates it for ever. · 
duction increased. (To be Continued.) 

But the intervention of thl:l State and ·the conciliating action of .the 
English bourgeoisie during · the nineteenth century have not solved the 
social question : the misery, the ignorance, the suffering of the starving 
masses have not diminished in England. The processions of 
thousands of unemployed which we witness nowadays ar.3 convincing 
proofs . .. ..... . 

The French Socialists adopted other tactics. Instead of partial 
legislation for the benefit of labour, they advised the people to take 
possession of the State as it stood, by a revolutionaq movement, and 
to proclaim, in the name .of the sovereign people, by a" Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat," the Socialist State. Courage and devotion were 
not wanting in the French proletariat;. revolutionary attempts suc­
ceeded each other; the revolution of 1848 put into power men like. 
Ledru-Rollin, who said, "through politics to social transformation,". or, 
.as Louis Blanc, "the State must organise the production, the national 
workshops," based entirely on Communism ..... : . And what has been 
.gained? Nothing. Nevertheless, Louis Blanc, Ledru-Rollin and their 
friends were perfectly honest men. 
~ut as long as the State which they desired to conquer remained 

unt~uched, with its budg~t, its social classes and privileges, it is 
.evident the possessors must remain masters and governors; the 
Socialists, with 'their good, progressive, working programme and laws, 

"Were powerless and failed to alter the economic order, with its poli­
tical, judicial, military, and clerical organisation. Certainly, like the 
English State ar.id bourgeoisie, the French Government ~ade some 
'labour concessions, but the social order, the reign of misery, continued 
as in England, without any modification. The political and capitalist 
:State, being an organizatioI;t for guaranteeing the exploiters the 
obedience of the exploited, could not act against the interests of its 
.creditors, its o~cials, judges~ clergy, and spies. 

The relations between the possessors and the exploited are based on 
-ma.t.e1fal interests; the power of the possessors imposes itself upon 
·the State and upon the people owing to the owners accumulating in 
-their hands all natural l'iches as well as those created by scientific in­
ventions and their ~tdaptation by the workers. Monopolising all the 
-fruits of human progress, the possessors-the bourgeoisie, nobility, 
.clergy, bureaucracy, and especially the great number of workers and 

/ proletarians who a1·e enriched a little and admitted to the servants' hall 
.of the rich-unite in a supreme effort to perpetuate for ever their 
<lomination. · 

They fear one single thing; that is, to be deprived of their posses­
sions. their lands, capital, took The history of political and Commu­
nalist revolutions hl'l.s taught them that ::1.ll governments, without dis­

·tinction of name and form, must befo1·e all be their servants, in order 
to protect their interests and riches. Until the moment that the 
.exploited, the people, lay hold upon all individual or social possessions, 
-the power of money-grubbers and monopolists will be unshaken. The 
rich of our time u oder::>tand better th::t.n Parliamentarian politicians 
·that only one revolntion .i;nay be rriinou - to them-the economic revo­
lution, which possibly will start by a national general strike, and 
.accomplish itself by the people taking possession of all existing wealth 
upon tkei1· .own initiative, afte1· tkei1· spontaneou,s decision. 

Yes, the i·ich know quite well th::t.t all legal and Pa,rliamentarian 
reforms, even the most radical one ·, if not touching their po~;:,es,ions, 

.are l'ather to their benefit, affirming their domination. As 1·eal busi­
ness people, tl1e exploiting monopolise1·s organise their matel'ia.l domi­
nation; they allow political declamators and Social Democ1·C;L·ts to R.mu e 
themselves as iuuch as they like with partial reform and the ir ·o-called 
.Socialist legisln.tion. 

Provided tb;tt the capital and tool~ remained in their hau<l-, tliey 
are ready to con~ent to any 1·efo1·m ·. You ch1iu1 au eight hou1 ·s' 
day? Ironically smilin<Y, the monopoli .·ts S<l)' : •:Be it so, we :1g1· e 
to it; ''e n.re yom friend!':-1·eal, genel'ou frieud of 11ntioni'll pt·o-
gress .......... " But among thew. elve the mopey-geul>ber · s;:iy cyni-
.cally: '' ~tupid c1·e:ttn1·es ! The. ha e iu1proved theit· wol'I< t,o snch a 

*The Labour and ocialist 111ovemc11t iu E11gla11rl from 1830 till 1 5u wa vl'n 
pow erful. The General C"11io11 nf the Productive < 'ln!>se · num ht• red, i 11 I 32, 
mort· than 500,000 m"ml1 1:: r::s. The first 'ongress of 'l'radP.s Union~, in 1 34, 
'Was pl'eside<l over by Robert Owen ; 400,000 men took pal't iu the manirestation 
-for the coude.mned workers of Dorchester. 

The Czar's Manifesto. 

In the Daily News of March l 7th and 18th Kropotkin gives his 
views of the reactionary manifesto of the Czar which some silly people 
thought was intended as a boon and a blessing to the Russian nation. 
Briefly summarised, Kropotkin argues : That the manifesto emanates 
from the Conservative, anti-Reformist camp, and bas in all probability 
been "inspired" by the two arch enemies of the people, MM . de 
Plehve and C. Pobiedon6stseff. In l'eality, it is an attempt to hood­
wi~1k all classes of Rrn;sian society by promises of reform, as it is 
clearly seen by these reactionaries that things are serious in Russia­
more serious, says Kropotkin, than they have been for the · last 120 
years. This state of affairs is the result of discontent on all hands-of 
the nobility, the students, the peasants and the workers of the la1·ge 
towns. · 

The recent revolts of the students was replied to at Kieff by sending 
160 to be soldiers: ::1.nd by the whips of the Cossacks on a St. Peters­
burg square. Afte1· this, even the "F:a.thel'S" sided with sons and 
daughters, and the di::;gusted Cossacks of the Guard refused to do 
police duty ag.ain. 

All this time peasant disturbances were rife. Some of them, 
reduced to starvation, helped themselves from their landlords' stores. 
For this whole villages were flogged. Of stilt mot'e significance, how­
ever, was the steady growth of the Labour movement. Helped by the 
students, the Russian workmen spread their organisations. The move­
ment became so important and the strikes so serious that a police 
official, backed by the Grand Duke Sergius, . started an opposition 
union. But the strikes and revolts have shown that solidarity 
between the students and the working men is assured. To all this 
MM. de Plehve and Pobiedon6::;tseff-those infamous twins-answered 
with wholesale floggings. 

But there is still another and very important reason why a 
manifesto, full of false promises, became a necessity for the reac­
tionaries. It was to checkmate M. de Witte, who had organised a 
deep and serious inquiry into the needs of agriculture and the causes 
of the growing di tress. Strong suggestions were made for conv~ning 
a general assembly of representatives from all the provinces. But as 
this would have become a Parliament, it was not to be tolerated. The 
manifes~o was the counter-move ; and " the Czar hn.ving to choose 
between two different issues, chose, as he always does, the more 
reactionary." 

When we remember what are the needs of Russia-bow to get rid 
of autocratic rule-how to restore prosperity to the peasants-more 
liberty for education-to rid her of the infamous irrespon ible police 
rule, and the floggings-not to have convoked a gene1·al assembly of 
some sort is a political mistake Of the ~rst magnitude. All the 
ame, it will come very soon, but then it will come as a defeat of the 

Imperial powers. The result of it all is that M L de Plehve and 
Pobiedon6stseff win " a few additional years of powe1·, and do they 
care, after all, for more than that ? " 

Everyone; of course, expected a speech from H. l\l. Hyndman at his 
welcome at Queen's Hall, and no doubt all bis .-upporten; wern gla.d to 
hear he hoped to be "returned" fo1· Burnley a.t the next election . He 
is m::tcl to dabble in the bourgeoi mud, a ' he cc.1.ll · it and uo one can 
cure ltim of hi mania. But a an educated and eulicrhteried tn n.n he 
i~ . imply di hone t to denounce, a be does, the p1·e-ent sy~tem as 
Ann1·clty. WhHtever hi prejudice m:1y he, he know:; w ·II euonrrh 
what the Anal'cbi t ·trive for, <llld the pre eut · tem-"·ell, 
we n.ll know whilt. th:Lt i" Such p;tl t. r clR-_ tra.i> i · u11wo1·th 1 of 
Hyndman. 

* La t ~' e 1r the t• el Trn ·t had n j'l'Ofit ul o · l11111dred a11d '"· rty 1n ,J lion 
dollar ; Pie1·point ~!or .~ : n on<> hnnJ red i: ill 11 dollar ; Roeker. JlPr, oue 
hundred and ten million rloll trs, etc. 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

JTOJ. i . I. · 1,· 011 "f\· hl"1 1 :11'~- 2Fth. D1'. Knype>r. th0 Dntrli P r0rni 0 1· i n­
trodue; •d hi:-. _\nti- 't1·ike Hill to the :::l tate ·-Geue1al. \.\ lrnt tliey will 
do with it. 1· 111ains to be seen, but owi11g to it. vp1·_v sl-l'ingency the pro­
babilib' i:-; tl1at it will be shelved~ Its first ui ea ·11re authorise· the 
formation of <"l. milita ry rail way bl'icrade to rnn the traffic in the event 
of 'trikes. 'l'he econd p1·ovid c. for " the p1·otection of all em ploye 
who are willing to 'tvork. and the punishment of those who .. ;,sent 
them:selve .... . " Wol'kers who combine to ta1·t a ·trike ml'ty n·ct.:ive a 
ma.ximnm of six months' imp1·i:-;onment, conpled with n fine of 300 
florins, wliil <L leader or orga ni~H~1· may get as many as four years. If 
a st1-ike b1 kes place, those imp1icated may be imprisoned for 18 months 
and the leadel's respectively for six years . As the provi ions of the 
Bill are a dire>ct invit<ttion to "blacklegs," as much as a menace to 
labour 01 ·ga11isations, the latter have determined to initiate a general 
strike th1·otwhout the land should the Chambers dare to make such 
unjust n nd drastic measures fa.w. It is inte1·esting to know that 
$imilar Bil Is were once drafted in Germany, but provoked such a 
storm tl1r1t t he reactioui ·ts had to drop them . · The State and the 
People T1o w face each other, with the eyes of Ent·ope upon them. 
Which , if the worst follows, will win? '£hat the fight will he dogged, 
perhaps :1uigninary, who can doubt. "F0r the .fit·::;t time," writes a 
comrade, ' 'a quiet, sober and steady no1·the1·n people will act on lines 
which as yet lJ ;we been more frequently adopted in the fervent Latin 
countri es. 'Will the Dutch become the Boers of the Labom· movement, 
showillg tl etel'minatiori and · steadiness united with enthusiasm anf! 
solidarity? It is likely. Only the unfortunate fact remains that here, 
as elsewh e1·e, t.be large nations are likely to enter the arena and sacri­
fice the ::;nrnl ler one ." Little doubt but what, .did the chance offer, 
Willie ·ov 't the border would like to i;;tick bis bayonet into Holland 
and say ilri11 e .1 But the senators at the Hague may be too wise to 
give him thH.t chance by ronsing the workers t_o a white heat by enact­
ing legi .. lat:iou of the extreme kind contemplated. At_ the sawe time 
ominous sign::; are not wanting.. Some of the rFtilway men suspected . 
as ri1.,gl eadt>rs in the late strike have been dismissed, while the Post ­
master- lie ner::il in a circular advises such employes as are inclined to 
join a genei-n l :-;trike to ask for dismissal first, since it is sure to follow if 
any existing n1le is broken . The Government is about to arm and equip 
three levies of reserves, and intends to prosecute all persons known or 
suspected of t.;-1.mpe1fog with the troops by means of Socialist literature, 
especialJy . I . Yandergoes, a lecturer at Amsterdam University, who 
advised the :-;olcliers "to shoot in the right direction." On the other 
band nu1r1 e1·011 s petitions against the laws a.re circulating in the towns, 
one in A mste1·da.m alone obtaining over 30,000 signatures, while the · 
Labolll' U11ions are buoyed up by anticipation of :financial and pel'haps 
militant l1 0lp from the International Federation of London . It this 
latter repo1t i.:-: founded on fact, it should show Capitalists and Govern­
ments 01v·(~ fo1· all the true depth and meaning of the phrase "Inter­
nationa l :-;o lidn rity." But the hasty framing of such Jaws as those 
under cli sc: us:-;i on in the Dutch Padia ment pro\·es that the shaft has 
gone horn P. The workers begin to feel theii- strength; to sap it or 
crush it h11 s 11(-<'.ome the cherished ideal of every GoveJ"nment. Success 
depends uoL ::;o much upou the power, the capacity, thed oresight of a 
Governm ent ns upon the grit and devotion of the workers. Now the 
blood-stain ed ,·eldt of South Africa shows that Dutch grit to-day is 
pretty m~1<'h what it was three centuries ago, when it fought the 
Spanish ki11gs for eighty years-and beat them. 

GEH.l\IA "Y. - 'l'he comrades in Berlin have issued the first number of 
another pn pc1·, .De?' .A nc~rchist. At p1·esent a four pn.ge monthly, it will 
be publisl:1ed fortnightly as soon as possible, an,d become a waekly not 
later iJha.n ] D04. It is well-printed and got up, and will appeal to a11 
bitten wit. h the microbe of rebellion as rega1ds majority rule, priva.te 
property, <'lllfl tbe State yoke. The question is bow long the censor 
may perm it Lli is fre$h sign of Anarchist energy to live. Revolver , 
we hear, wiiiC'h Dl'e seven shots in five seconds and kill at 660 yards 
have late] · heen served out to the Berlin police. Dear William! how 
he loves h) .· J' dine1·s, Anarchists or not. To offset this act, however, 
he has re~cin led some of the penalties attached to lese majeste. 
Newspaper editors will no longer be led through the streets hand­
cuffed to a fe lon, need not clean out their cells or take exercise with 
other prisoner:-;, and may receive a daily pa.per. The world advances­
in Germany! 

KROPOTKIN'S LETTER TO THE COMMUNE MEETING. 

D EAR CoMn \ 111~ " , 
· I a.:n · ·u sorry that the state of my health prevents me from being with 

yon to-ni gh I . 
It is alwa_y. good to refresh one's energy by the commemoration of the 

glorious figl1t " hich the working men of Paris fought, thirty-two years ago, 
against the rn 1i ted forces of lute. nat ional Capita.Ji ·m. 

The more rn now when we enter a period of general awakening of the work­
ing . men of ul.J nations; when the ideas of iuternational solidarity amongst 
labourers of 1d l nations and all trades arc o loudly proclaimed, and so well 
pn1ctiset1, ai- tl1t·y have b~t>n during the la t tweh-e months. 

The spn it of the old Interi.ational Worki"U .Men'. · As ociation, which has 
m;i.(le the P ar is Cdm man e, i:i alive once more. It is that pirit which hn.s 
hr. ath ecl m I !w general strikes at 13arceloua, at various su1aller towns of Anda­
lusia, in !3elg i11 rri , at Geneva, in Holland. 

lt is t hat :iame spirit 1.1.11Ll that s;.1.me enthusia~m which ha.ve inspired th e 

downtrodden working men-Poles, Jews, and Russians - in Poland and in• 
Western Russia, at Ro toff, a.nd so on. 

The same spirit which has inspired the Dock Labour ers' Fecltration in their 
menace of boycottin17 Dutch com·rnerce if the Du tch Government rlare to take its 
m Pll.'< HrP. for pa.rA.h,~ing th P. ~trik .. ~ Tlrnt ~mm e spirit wh .ch breathed in. the 
ynm i (,'out ::ilr:/.·.:- o/ -l11Le1·1 c:ci ,, ,,trik.; wli i1 ·h h s h 11,· 11 ~h e po 11•t::rs of u01ted 
la.bour and the weakne s of the Caµitalist l5tt1.te. 

The same spirit, again, which insp ires the great, deep, and powerful move­
ment that f(oes on in France for preparing THE GENJ>RAL STRIKE. Its pos· 
sibility has been proved. Its significance is self-evident. This is why it is so · 
dreaded by the middle classes. The general strike is not yet the Social Revolu­
tion. Sureiy it is not. But it is the act which will unite the workers, the act 
which will divide Society into two camps-thosf: who work aud those who 
don't; and will put the gre<1.t problem of Wurk and IBxploitation before mu.n- · 
kind in all its nudity, free of all the political tinsel. 

Thirty-two years have not passed in vain, especially in the Latin countries. 
A new Comrnuue movement is alroady ripe. The lesson of the C ... >rnmune:...,-Act 
for yoursetve. , and let the others follow. Do not order, but preach by example. 
This lesson has been understood by the proletarians. The other lesson~ 
Comrnurialist , without clelay, what i.s nece8sary for lif4 and work-begins also to 
be understood. 

Both-let us hope and work for that-will soon be put into action. 
Ma.rch 18, 1903. 
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