
A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. 

VoL. XVIr.-No. 178. J LY, 1903. MoNTJJLY j o~n: PE~NY. 

CONTRASTS. 

The ~ ocia11st and w rking-c1ass movement of the last thirty 
years has assumed quite different charnct rs in England, 
Germany and France. 

Although in Germany the Parliamentary and legi:il political 
movement has r0acbed such an astonishing dev lopment that in 
the Reicbstag the Social Democratic Deputies out.number each 
of the other partieR; whilst the number of votes polled by them 
is nearly three mi11ion , apd the whole of Democratic Europe 
admires their progress . German political and socjal life has 
nevertheless during this period not only not gained auything 
in Democratic an l Liberal institutions, but we observe even 
that the Kaiser ha::; curtailed liberty as rega.rds science, press, 
and meetjngs under the ridiculous pretext of lJse majeste. W e 
see that th~' personal power not only of the Emperor, but also 
of the Ministers and State officials, i daily increasing; that 
German n:1ilitary brutality, police despotism, and the arrogance 

, of officials have become proverbial. It is true that Social Demo­
cratjc leader., imitating Bismarck's famous boast "Germany 
fears God and nobody else," have declared many tjmes tbat ath y 
feared nobod.v, not ven God;" apparently forgetting that in Ger­
many jndoor meetings even must be held with police authnrj . a­
tion, ju tbe presence of a police inspector; that as soon as the 
latter put. on hjs hat all the fearless Social Damocrats meekly 
obey this sign and close their meeting. Every Socialist remembers 
still that when . the author of that famous phrase, Liebknecht, 
tried at a meeting to translate Herbert Burrows's speech to a 
German audience. -the inspect0r cif police who was present would 
not permit it, and• when Liebknecht, as Member of the Reich­
sta.g, protested, tbe meeting was closed. 

The question may ::i,rise how, with such a tremendous 
development of o-called Dernocraticrepresentatinn in the Legisla­
ture, the rjghts of the people are thus r estricted; and why the 
Germany of our era enjoys less lib rty than j o the middle of 
last century after the popular uprising of 1848. 

On the oth r, hirnd we note an equR.lly great progress accom­
plished by trade-unionism and co-operation in England. If the 
German movement kept to legal, parliamentary and pmely 
political tactics, the English working- classes als<) restricted 
themselves during tbe past thirty years to legal and peaceful 
efforts to obtain amelioratjons in t.he wage system. As in Ger­
many, where the Social Democrat ha.ve now a great number of 
D ep uties in the Reichstag, and are at the same time b ing 
systemabcally deprived of their political rights, so also in Eng­
land the co-operators, who number over two millions of members 
(which means that they have over fi ve millions of I eople with 
t hem), posse s no influence ov r the social, economic, or poli­
tical hfe of their country . \Ve see, especially during the last 
ten year , Piuliament and Magi tracy, Capitalists and Clergy, 
guided by un crupu lon nnd di ·hone t statesmen like Cham­
berlajn, annjhilating the l'i,...:bt of combination conquered ome 
fifty _year ago by the hard struggle& of trade-unions· we see 
that they ar~ de troyi ng pripular education by handing over the 
schools to the declar d enem ies of sci nee and in trnction-the 
pri ts-and are preparj ng to i mpo e ::i, tax on the food of 
the p ople, thu plunging them into miserv such a ex i ted 
before the abolition of the corn laws, wh ;, as Thomas Hood 
sung-

OJ1 Gori, t.h:1t bread should be so dear, an I flesh and blood so cheap. 

\ hy i it that thj appar ntly sncc . fol mov ment in 
England and Germany remnin o frnitl in volitical and 
social life? 

To begin with, I galism ]s a mo kery in a. s 1Cj t.), wb re all 
tb law are marle for the pr rvatjon of the pri vil o·e of the 
nobility of· apitali m, the bnreaucra v and. clergy, flga.in t the 
inter t nf tb p op! , what ver i ceded to the h ,tter b iug 

only eeded under pressure of po1 ular r volt. 'l1he character 
of the rno vcmen t in France i one of the best illu.·tra.tions 
of thi8. 

vVhiL t the German ancl Engli~h working-clas es c:l ing to 
th ir legal and. peaceful tactic·, tb Freuch proletaria t uever 
forget that throughout bi.' tory, up to the ·prn ·ent day, if the 
peopl obta,ined something from the governing and exploiting 
classes it was only by dint of revolt a.nd re >olutionary struggle. 
In 1871, ~,ranee was cru ·hed by the G rman invasion ; Paris 
lost ov r thirty thou and of her best antl most enlightened 
worker·· an indemnity of 5 milliards of francs had t .) be paid 
to Germany; the .northern and eastern prr)Vinces were 
devast11.ted by war, and it was genm·ally exp et .l tliat France 
had f1 1r ever lost her place in the rank of grna.t nations. The 
r ea.cti 1n which followed the snppr ssion of th ~ Paris Commune 
retarded for more than _ fifteen years every form of Socialist i:ind 
·worki11g-class movement. The German Parliamentary Social 
Demncracy was held up as an example to the li11·ench Socifl list 
parti es , English trade-unionism and un-operation were exto l il'<l 
as an ideal to French co-operators and trade- -niouists; every 
'' self-respectin~:" legal social reformer asserte:] inc.essa ntly that 
the :B l'ench proletariat was divided and unable · to orga11isG a 
So<jalist and co operative movement, that it was ca.pable only of 
producing Anarchi t outrages, Boulangjst, Dreyfus, or clerical 
clisol'ders. After hearing these legal social reform.. rs contend that 
contemporary France gave nothing to Democracy, let us see 
wba t the reality shows. · 

Though still far from ideal Democracy and Rocialism~ 
France ha& r ealised a remarka,ble social and intellectual pr0-
gress. It established a system of truly Democratic, free, com­
pulsor_y education, from whi~h priests and thejr teachings are 
banished; the "French workers are organised in tbe bourses cle 
tmvait on an .Anarnhist basis; their trade-union and co-operative 
movement has coverP,d the co·untry with a net of active societies; 
they h::i,ve a Socialist and a Radical-Socialist parliamentary 
representation twice as large as in Germany; the G .. wernment 
of the R e public is al wa.ys obliged to invite Radical-Socialist 
and Socialist Member~ into its .Ministries (Gobelet, Camille 
Pe11etan, Millerand, Bodin), as well as appoint from the same 
parties parliamentary presidents and vice-presidents (Bourgeoi$, 
J aures), thjngs unheard of in Germany with it::s three million 
Socialist voters. 

The French brmrgeoisie and governing classes are of course 
no less desirous than the English and the German of.restraining 
popular aspirations for political rights and social equality. And 
if they, who well know how to resist, are now forced. to make 
terms with, if not even to submit t o, the people, it is entirely 
due to the conviction that the French proletarjat which has on 
its record the great revolution of 1789, the revolution of 1830, 
of F bruary, '48, which p1ssed through the glorious June da.ys 
of '48, fought on the barricades in '52, and well remembero:i the 
herojc struggle for the OommunP in 1871, a proletariate which 
crushed Boulangerj sm, cheeked rnilitary arroge1nce during the 
Dreyfu case, and is at present engag· cl in street fights to stamp 
out clericali m, thHt to such a proletariat it is only wise to 
make concessions in order to avoid a complete overthrow of 
the pr en t regime. 

The governing and the money-mongering classes in Eng·land 
and the German autocracy wiil likewise cede to the powerful, 
mimerou Engli h co-operator and organised workers and to 
the million of German Socialist voters, if these will r-emem ber 
it was only by acts, by revnlutions, that the people conquered 
poMical freedom .and iwon social well-being; if they will 
bear in mind that the munic]pal and communal franchise wa 
obtained in the llth and 12th centuries by re olutionary 
truggle. 

J~ngli , h co operators and trades-unioni ts are at present 
trong and rich enough to acquire not onl a · few Democratic 

r eform a in France, bu,t even t r alise a co -operative 
enlighten d common wealth. 

) 
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NOTES~ 

The misery of th poor is such a hackneyed. theme that jt 
requires the vividness oj a Zola to ·tir people out of their self­
cornplacenc.Y and ·mug hypocrisy. Bare facts no longer do 
it, and unless some poetic genius vivifi s the subject of how the 
poor live and . uffer, the quest.ion is treated with a calm indiffer­
ence that is simply madd ening to those humanitarians who 
struggle for a better s.ocial order. Ther are occasions,. h0 wever, 
at rare iot rvals when a case is so horrible in it brutality tha,t 
it d •1nonstrntes for the millionth time that truth is stranger 
tr&.n fiction. Sneh a ea e was heard at th Mansion House on 
June 13th, when "J oho Peterson, a poorly clad man, was 
charged before the Lord Mayor with having stolen some bread 
and piece·s of fat, value 2d., belonging to the Cit.y Corporation. 
William W1ight, for eman of the Street Cleani~g Committee,· 
stated that on Saturday morning he saw the prisoner in Lud­
gate Hill raking over a dustbin. H e saw him take from the 
receptacle some bread and pi ec s of fat. Having cautioned 
him before, he gave him into custody. The bread and pieces of 
fat were the property of the Corporation. Peter ·on said he was 
hungry, and took the fat and bread to eat. The bread was 
clean (sic). The Lord Mayor said this sort of thing: must be 
stopped in the City. lt was not the value of the stuff taken, but 
the mischief which wa caused b.Y the disturbance of the dust · 
receptacles in the City. He fined the prisoner ls. or one day's 
impris mment." 

There it is naked and ·unashamed from the press. The 
cowardly brnte to say this thing must be stopp d , when he as 
the ·chief legal pa1·asite in the City takes ten thousand 1pounds for 
his ye ~ir's glorification, to say nothing of bhe thousands he and 
his ancestors have wrung year by year by usury from that poor 
wretch and his class. .As all the world know ·, Sir Marcus 
Samuel is a Jew, and last November when he was installed as 
L ord Mayor he snubbed the Roumanian Minister to this country 
by omitting to send him an invitation to the official banquet. 
His . reason for so doing was to call the attention of the people 
of th·is country t :) the barbarous treatment meted out to his 
co-relig·ionists by the H.oumn.nian Gov rnment. 

J . Macdonald)s l tter to Reynolds's) of June 22nd, giving his 
reasons for not taking part in the meeting of protest against 
the Kischineff mas acres will certainly rai e feeling of di gust 
again t him, as much for his lack of ense as of feeling. So 
we are to understand that this bloody work of the Czar and 
his officials must not . be condemned becau e some co­
religionists of the victim come tu these shores, and in their 
misery and ignorance help to reduce wage ! Such narrow­
mindedness is simply barbarou in a" labour leader/' who talks 
of uniting the workers against their oppressor . Suppose the 
teetota.lers were t:) organi e a ma sacre of all those who took 
intoxi Ga tin&' liquors. Would not Macdonald, no.t being quite a 
total abstamer, look ·for a strong protest from his Socialist 
friends, even tho.ug~ the teetotalers might argue that 
drunkards played, mdirectly, into the hand of the capitalist 
class by p1·eventing the ma es from keeping their heads clear ? 
Let him ponder these thi:4.g . 

A meeting of Russian r evolutionary Sociali t wa held in 
Gen va, on the 15th of June, to protest against the incessant 
attacks on the Ru ian revolutioni t and their act in the 
struggle against the all-powerful bureaucracy, and al o to de­
nounce the polemical method of Tskra (Spark), the official organ 
of Russian Social D mocracy. 

At the b ginning of the meeting, the editor of the journal, 
l khanoff, and his friends tri d to break it up, but they 

were obliged to wi hdraw and the m ting, wjth a majority of 
7 against 3, ado1 t d the followjng resolution , which we trans-

lat from a 1 afl t received from Geneva:- · 
1. The paper, Tsl.;ra, systematically directs its unfair polemics aga.inst revo­

lutionary parties and P.ersons, which is in complete contradi~tion with the. b~st 
traditions of the Russian revoluti<Jnary party, and degradmg for a Socialist 

organ, · · l · h d t t th t• · R · T. k • 2. By its tactics, w 11c are a Yan ageous o e reac ion m uss1a, s •ra is 
discrediting not 01.ily .its own party but generally all revolutionists and their 
struggle. 

3. This meeting protests energetically against the tactics of T sl.,-ra, and 
expresses its hope that the Russian tlocialists, without distinction of se '.! tion, will 
immerliately put an end, by their u11ited efforts, to these dishonouring 
polemics. 

The organisers of the meeting r ec ived from the group of 
Ru sian tuden t (men and women), jn Lausanne, their full 
a lhe ion. 

W e, who have follow d these two years all the attacks of the 
above-named paper on Balrnasheff, Karpovitch, Leckert and 
other heroic Ru. sian revolutionists, are only astonished that 
uch a moral condemnation has not come before. 

The following letter is our comrade John Turner's reply to the 
Secretary of the Shop .Assistants' Union, who t,ad written pro· 
posing his nomina~iori as pa~·liamentary can_didate. His position 
j admirably ex plamed, and Jt should make 1t clear to those who 
cavil at the .Anarchists for being in "adva1ice of their time," 
that an immense amount of solid work can be done, nay, 1must 
be done, in educa.tion aud organirntion on Lroad econcmic 
grounds, k eepjng the great isf u s de<lr of the muddle and in­
trigue of p arliarr:entary tactics. 'l'his work, so much neglected 
by the parliamentarian " Socialists,') can and will be helped in 
every pos ible way by the .Anarcbii:ts :-

While I aru gratified with the iutended compliment at being one of those 
uomiuattd for ballot of the ruemben; as to the Uuiuu Parlian1euta1y ·Oandi­
date; it would be impossible for rue to stand, evt"n if selt>cted, since I feel 
very strongly that it would be wasting my time, and tbe Unin11\;; money, in 
a hopeless cv ute:-;t. Every ruiuute lost aud peuny spent would be just so 
much mouey and tffort diverted fron1 the more necessary, UF<eful, and pro­
fitable wo1 k. of organising the assistauts, so that they may have the power to 
help themselves. Besides, if the unlikely happeur.d, aud I W;.i >1 sdected­
stood, a11<l was re tm·nt>d-it woul<l be even worse, siuce I ~ ti .. uld have to 
aive a lot of time to so-called "public affairs,'' which an·, aftel' all, only 
part of the org;:1,nised exploitatiou of labour. .A11y little al1ility I may 
p •Jssess would be more and more absorbed in <lea.ling with <liffic;ulties 
arising out of conditions which Parliament is quite helpless to alter even if 
it was so inclined . .Being quite clear a11d convinced on these puiutl:l, I f~el my 
place is among tbe "rauk and file," trying to teach them tl.ie elemeutary 
lessons of cornbiuation-assured that even those µalliative1:1 pos::iible through 
Parliamet·1t will be gained much quicker by pressure! from outside than 
by any number of representatives inside tile Hon:;;e uf Oommo11~. F•Jr 
these reasons I decline.-Yourn fraternally, J · TuRN~R. 

REAPING 'rHE WHIRLWIND. 

We are not much interested in the "change of Government" 
that has been so effectively carried out at Belgrade, except to 
observe that the capitalist press has omitted to mention that all 
this spilling of blood has been done by the upholders of their own 
class. The lunatics on the throne really courted their fate, as 
these people generally do; but we have al ways been told that it 
was only .Anarchists who spilt blood to ".remove" some 
remorseless oppressor of humanity, and it is consequently, we 
imao-ine, a little surprising to the man in the street to note 
with what ea y consciences the ruling classes can strike when 
their own ends are to be served. 

THE IDEAL OF ANARCHISM. 

The word Anarchy signifies the negation of authority, the con­
straint of the many by the few, or even of the few by the many. But 
Anarchy is not a mere negation. In fact a mere rn~gation is absurd. 
In denying anything we must deny it in the name of something else ; 
we must affixm something else. What, then, can we say that 
Ana1·chism affh·ms ~ It is in the name of the individual that 
Anarchism denies authority. Anarchy signifies also the affirmation of 
the liberty of the individual. It has always been in the name of 
Liberty that revolution and great social changes have been b1·ought 
about. I think it could be shown that what we call social prog1:ess 
has been nothing but a gradual increase in liberty given to the indi­
vidual. I ought, perhap , to say "taken by him"; for liberty cannot 
be granted, it must be taken. Well, the significance of Anarchism at 
the present time is that it has brought forward a new ide~ of liberty ; 
it has given a new meaning ~o the word, an immensely wider and 
deeper meaning than has ever been conceived before; and it claims 
that the attainment of such liberty is possible. 

What, then, do we mean by the word Liberty, that has so often 
roused the fire of revolt in men, and sends a thrill of enthusiasm 
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·through the heart of every poet; i · it still merely n. negative term, 
:signifying only the negation of authority and cou tn-tint? I think it 
is more than this. For the word Libet·t by it elf mean: nothing. 
"I desire for you mo1·e than liberty; you ouaht not only to be well 
quit of what you do not wish, you ought al o to kctve what you do wish. 
You wish to be free? And from what? To be free from 
something signifies simply to be quit of it or exempt from it."* 
Stirner urges that Liberty is merely a metaphysical phantom; and 
undoubtedly in this i:iense it is so. We mu t qualify the word,-liberty 
to do something. What is thi something? Many answers might be 
given; but I think what Ana1·chism demands is that the individual. 
:should be free to develop his own faculties and to satisfy all his 
reasonable needs_, material and intellectual, according to his own 
character and temperament. "1'he only object for which Society can 
exist at all, to be binding on the moral sense, and to have any claim on 
the allegiance, of any of its members, is that . by its means the fullest 
scope may be given to the healthy development of the faculties of those 
members. Every check to that development, and every institution 
which does not help it, is an obstruction th1·own in the way of the very 
ends of Society."t 

I think that this conception of the integral development of the in­
dividual is really fundamental in the theory of Anarchism. Xt is not 
limited to Anarchist writers. We find the same idea in such diverse 
thinkers as Ibsen, Whitman, Emerson, Thoreau, Nietzsche, Guyau, 
Spencer. It is an idea that is "in the air," as it is said. But it 

·remained for the Anarchists to draw from it the logical conclusions 
which constitute their theory, to criticise from this point the institu­
tions of present-day social organization, and to show in what way we 
may hope to reach this liberty we desire. 

1 

What are the causes which obstruct or prevent the free develop­
ment of the individual? There are those which come from heredity. 

- There are fixed at birth certain Limits upon the possible development 
of the individual. , Yet I think that it is easy to exaggerate the im­
portance of heredity. Probably much more of an individual's 
-capacity and character depend on the influences of his early years of 
-childhood. But this is a point to be settled by the biologists and 
psychologists, and to them we must leave it. Iu any case it must be 
granted that at present the obstruction put in the way of the free ex­
pansion of the individual by his social envi1·onment is much greate1· 
-than that due to heredity, and is moreover of vastly mol'e import . 
ance, since it can be removed. 

When we contemplate. the institutions of modern society in this 
light, we see that the obstruction it . ,puts in thtJ way of the develop­
ment of the individual is immense ;--the systerp. of education, religion, 
the institution of private property and the resulting economic and 
juridical organisation, and finally the State, all fall unde1· the criticism 
of Anarchist theol'y, and all must be condemned. Not till Society has 
been r·eorganised from the very base can anything like adequate free-I 
dom be hoped fo1· ; not till then will men be able tp grow to th'e fuls 
stature; _not till then shall we know all the ber:-t that humanity is 
-capable of, all .that man and women may become when the yoke i, 
takeu from then· shoulde1·s, and thefr thoughts, their actions, theit lives 
may be fi·ee. · 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

PORTUGAL. 

Portugal i~ a li~tl("c~untry that once was rich, but is so no longer. 
Its peasantry is p1wst-ridden, its citizens police-ridden, its so-called 
Parliament King-ridden. Carlos, the jester, boon companion of 
Ed ward VII., reported like him to be one of the wealthiest monarchs 
in Europ~, adopts the views of the Russian censor, and permits no 
news to. circulat~ bey~nd hi.s frontier. Some years ago there was an 
~narch1st ma?1festat10n-hke Geol'ge of Greece, he put his foot on 
1~ ; some, as rn Gree~e, were shot, the rest imprisoned, expelled, 
silenced. But An.udnsm would seem to have some of the properties 
of the new e~ement Radium; its disciples, even though silenced or 
dead, unconsc10usly become active radiators caniers of Anarchist elec­
tricity. The censor sits. close, yet we kno~ the workers are i·estless, 
tha~ the stud~nts have co-operated with them on the street, that this 
sprmg ~t Co1mbra and . elsewhere tax riots took place where many 
were killed by the police and troops. Bare mention of these facts 
:eaches the ea~· of the world. Portalegre publishes one libertarian 

. Journ~l; .o Amigo do Povo, but it would seem with difficulty since it 
issue is ineg~lar. Yet. we have no doubt at all that tl'he revoiutionai·y 
germ once qmckened will sprout, and this in pite of Carlos and police 
bullets. 

HOLLAND. 

Since the collapse of the strike continual meetings have been held 
to discuss the vexed question of 

1

its failure and the best nttitude to 
~ssu~~ ~n face of that failut·e. The Socialist party, as everywhere, has 
its div1s10ns, and so far has been more enaaaed in mutual recrimination 
than in remedial suggestions. The fact ~.p

0

pears mol'e and mo1·e to be 
t?at the rank ~nd file is rapidly ab orbing Anarchist spirit and prin­
·Clples, and begms to find the ballot- box diet monotonous. Hence an 
aspect of mutiny which the "leaders" are sti-iving their utmost to 
cru h. 

• Max .Stimer, "Der Einzige und sein Eigentum," pp. J84, 185. 
t Toulmin Slllitb, "Local 8elf-Gov1:i·nment aud Centr:.i.liza.tion,' p. 3;3, 

The little colony founded at Bla.ricum b libertal'ian · ·ome three 
yearH ago, ha · nearly been wiped out, not by an inl'oad 0

1

f the sea, as 
one might expect, but by t~e fisher of Gooi. l'ol toyism did not 
appeal to these . ea-dog among the dune·, 'O one night lately they 
descended upon the homes of the unfortunate colonists and raided 
them. Although Holland i · still accounted a Prote tant country, here 
as elsewhel'e the Catholic Church has devoted itself to pro elytism 
with its usual success. The colonists never went to church, openly 
sympathised with strikers, lived on greens and water, preferred naked 
feet to woooden shoes-therefore to the devil with them ' The houses 
were fired, one being burnt to the ground; as far as could be their 
contents were pillaged or destroyed, the printery by good chance 
e caping. As the women and children fled in night attire, and the 
glare of the burning house reddened the sand-dunes, that little speck 
of the Dutch coast must have resembled a scene well-known to 
England before and for three centuries after the Norman Conquest, 
when foreign pirates ravaged her shol'es. The one home that was 
spared belonged to a colonist of mettle. He threatened his to1·mentors 
with a revolver. The non-resistents merely lamented, and laments un­
accompanied by fisticuffs do not impress rum-soaked minds. The 
burgomaster investigated, with the result that municipal tl'oops were 
billeted upon the m::i.randers. The anomaly then pre.·ented itself of 
non-'"re ·istant anti-militRrists being pl'Otected by the army. Their first 
idea was to l'emove the colony to a more re!'l.sonable neighbourhood, but 
they had sunk their money in these rnol'e 01· less profitles acl'es-so 
they remain, trusting ill-feeling will <lie down. For a month the 
soldiers ha.cl to be fed and lodged at Blaricum's expense-this is not 
likely to be foi·gotten by those who paid the bill, and the colonists are 
not unwise in their re8olve to buy revolvers. The pity is they failed 
to practise some boxing on the night of the !'aid. A bully never 
respects any man so much as the man who knocks him down. 

RUSSIA. 

A delightful sample of the pot jibing the kettle for blackness cor.aes 
from St. Petersburg. A great acadewiciHn reproached Von Plehve 
for his instigation of the mas a.crn at Kishineff, and his anti-semitic 
attitude. " What! " cried the abused minister. " I anti-semitic ! I 
the instigator of Jewish massacres! Why it is, the 2.'sa1· who orders 
these things, it is the 'Pscw who is anti-semitic ! " 

At Warsaw, during May, the Polish workers went into the streets 
with red flags and saog forbidden songs. The Cossacks came out also. 
Orde1· again reigns outwardly, but where the whip struck will not be 
forgotten. Meanwhile there are constant rumours of frustrated plots 
against Nicholas and his ministers-palace guards doubled, and so 
forth. But the old doggl'el runs that no man can stop the bullet that 
has its billet. More thaq one autocratic ruler must be set a-thinking 
since the coup d'etlit at Belgrade. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Recent advises from this continent disclose terrible labour condi­
tions. Incapn.ble and tyrannons ministers and capitalist "bosses" rule 
the count1·y with an iron: hand. In one district the unemployed are 
offered wol'k, at clearing land, at a wage that means starvation and 
exploiting-8d. to 21'). 6d. an ac1·e. In the Sydney factories the gi·l'ls 
are giveu piece work, the weekly earnings rarely reaching 12s. 6d. and 
often being as low as 4s., whil t monstrous fines are ex;torted. At a 
meeting of the unemployed at Melbourne, a speaker declared that they 
might as well start rioting, fol' anyhow they ha~ to fight with the 
ferocity of wolves to get work. A vowed Anarchists as yet are few in 
numbe1·. Comrade Fleming holds open-air meetings in Melbourne, 
and pounds away fiercely at the Church-the red flag at his side. On 
May lst he was assisted by Tom Mann, who showed the folly of such 
workers as patched up, instead of utterly destroying, capitalism-root 
and branch. Australia, founded as a convict settlement, in which un­
heard-of cruelties were perpetrated, is again . little less than the 
shambles of the worker. But as he believes in the ballot and u es the 
ballot, the less the pity and the more the blame to him who conld 
prosper and be his own master did he choose. To either u e the ballot 
to ke~p out exploiters and capitali ·ts from dominant place::;-or drop it 
altogether-seems reasonable advice, yet few the1·e be that follow it. 

AMERICAN NOTES. 

In the language of Cagliostrn, " The cauldron seet!is and boil " in 
this glorious ·Republic. Never in the history of the country (from a 
national standpoint) was their uch pro perity, and never \va · there 
such unrest. Strikes, strikes everywhere, and tbe worker win all 

along the line. Tne organisation of the worker in their ti·ade unions 
goes on at a terrific rate. At a recent meeting of the Ame1·ican Federa­
t~on of Labour Executi~e, at Toronto, Canadn, Secretary Moni on pub­
licly stated that the A.F. of L. ha at the pl'esent time nnder its jlll'i ' ­
diction 105 international organisations of laboul', that the member. hip 
of the Federation has increased five-fold . in Canada alone. The reports 
of the organi ers show enormous increru e ev 1·ywhere, a n<i the gain· 
in improved cc.nditions are fairly startling. Side u , . ide with t hi 
a~tivity of ~h~ wot'ker comes an orgn.ni ation of capitali t5, and both 
side ' ai·e lmrng up fol' battle. If h::i.lf the stories tha.t come from 
Chicago fl1·e true, thitt windy city seem to i·e. emble n cockpit. T!Je1·e 
are betweeu fo1 ty aid fifty thouRa.nd. men out on tl'ike there aud .-uwe 
of the pa1~a. ites a l'e ~etting o nervou. t;hat they are emigrating to what 
they cou ·1der 111ore favOUl';i.ble pa1t::;. Oue ~to y [have he:u·d i tl1at H .. 
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1 . l: hl ·a c'· 10. n. Y 1· ' rieh compan ' with A lA.rae number of hio-b-cla 
losed them nll tog h ,., with th i1· h: 1{ rie. · and the 

me1·ican iscnit 'o. (a h1 ·a1tC;h of the 'J'rn. t) h:l.ve ·ent nil their 
machinery and o-ood. to ot hP.r ei ii>. And lrn.ve .~old all of their hor. P. 

and w ;1 aon n t auction. The ten.m t er ·' (cm men) t1·ike i IR r o-p 1 T 

r .-pon. ·ibl f 1· thi. . 1'he Antlu·acit oal Iine1· threaten to brea!· 
out again a <UT i · . eeking to break down the finding of the 1·ecent 

'o:il 'ommi, ion. A. if to ndd fuel to the flame-"!, th e capi ta l i. t · are 
forcing the hnnd of the judges and lawmaker to br~king point, R.nd 
it i a ea e of fiaht or die with the union . In April I wrote how the 
cnpitali t of America had seized on the Taff nle deci ion with great 
n.vidity nncl were proceeding to pnt it into execntion here. It ha come. 
In ·waterbury, Conn., some union. hnve been ued for damn.ges and the 
enemy were ucce . fu1. In Rutlanrl, County Ill., n. . manufacturing 
company ued the local union of machini t · for 10,000 dollar. damnges . 
the trial la~ted se"enteen dn.ys, and the jury (a body of fal'mer ) gave 
judgment for 2,500 dol.. Again,atEvanville, Ind., the judge of the cir­
cuit court in deciding a ea ·e held thnt,:althollo-h unincorpornted, unions 
could be made to pay damages for injurie.:.; re ulting from acts of 
violence or disorder, provided, of com· e, its re pon ibility for such 
acts conJd be traced. This la t provi o can be very easily fulfilled when 
found nece._s:-11 y. In Canada they Reek the same end-i.e., the disr~p­
tion of the Labour movement-by differnnt means. In order to break 
down the alliance between the workmen of Canada and the IT nited 
Stntes the following ln.w h::is been propoRed by Senator Longhead :­
" 594A. Every one is guilty of an indictable offence and liable to two 
years' impri, onment who, beina a person not a British subject, whether 
residing in or out of Canada, doe!-<, in Canada, incite, urge, or induce 
wodnnen, by any ::t.ct or means wbn.tever, to quit any employment in 
which they may be engaaecl, or to enter upon any strike with the 
object of enforcing additional wagl's 01· termR of employment from their 
ernploye: ·." Rather good, that, f0r a Free British Ol)lony? However, 
it is not p;1 ""eel yet, so we mu ·t wilit n.nd Ree. Of conrse the idea is to 
sever conl\ections ~rntween t.he A rne1·ican Federation of Labour n.nd the 
Canadia.11 trnionR. r think it will fail, bnt one never knows in these 
days to what lengt.hs these people will go in theil" desperate desire to 
remain on the peo]Jle's b;1cks. 

The Fede1·ationist is <loing excellent edncationa.l work in the publica­
tion of theil' or"ga.ni.:oers' reports, and the stati, ties they gather each 
month showing the condition of labonr genern.lly thl'Oughout the 
country. 'l'he ;;irticles ::i.nd edito1·ia.ls are R.lso very good, and do yeoman 
:;:;ervice in pointing out that lR.honr mu. t ema.ncipn te itself on the 
economic R.nd not th~ politic.1.l h<tttlefielrl. 'l'be June number has Rn 
excellent a.rticle along these lines by Mrs. J\fartha Mool'e -Avery, for 
many years a shining light of the S oci<t.list Labonr P1trty in Boston. 
Time softens t11e asperjties of debate, and it comes as a welcome change 
to heiu· J\frs. A very put ns ont of court on the gronnds that onr ideals 
are too high anrl lofty for· this common e:u·th. 'l'ime WR.R when Mrs. 
Ave1·y was A.8 narrow ::tR the Lion him~elf, R.nd we were "faki1·s" like 
Gompers ! The article is it bitr ponclerons, but she shows clearly 'that 
the Labour problem cannot be solved "in the political arena. 

LITERARY NOTES. 

\Ve hea1·tily recommend a new cheap sixpenny work jssned by the 
the Rittionali t Press A. sociation, 17, Johnson's Oomt, Fleet Street, 
London, E.O. It is ::i. repr·int of G1·;-1nt \.llen's "Evolution of the Iden 
of God." The object of thiR very well and interestingly written book 
is to give a gener·H.l ontline of how the idea of God wa~ evolved by man 
from the e::i.I"lj est sav;-1ge pe1·iod till to-da.y. The hum;;in origin of the 
gorls evol vecl from the f eai· n nc l the w01·shi p of ~ancesto1·s is told in 
the alwnys interesting form which was clrnracte1·istic of Grant Allen, 
especi11.lly the ch;1pter, " Mannf.1cture of Gorl ·," which contains ome 
01·iginal speculation . The wo1·ks of Dr. _Tylor, "P1·imitive Man," 
Frazer, "The Golden Bough," H artland, " Legend of Perseus,'' and 
He1·be1·t Spencer, and especially the recent work of Elie Reel us on the 
"Origin of Religions," which was p1-inted <lnring the laRt few years jn 
'ociete ¥oiwelle, will find a new interest if they a1·e read after this 

genernl review of the matter by Grant Allen. 

'l'h e other cheap reprint.s of the , ame Associ .. ition a1·e: A selection 
of Huxl ey's "Lectures and E $, ays," "The Pion ee1·s of Evolution," by 
Edwnni Olodd ; "Modern Science and Modern Thouaht," and 
"Hnma.n 01-igin ,"by Samuel L aing (tlie ln.t.t e1· i·evi. ed by E. Olodd); 
"Literntme alld Dogma," by Mathew Arn old ; "The Riddle of the 
Unive1" e," by Haeckel ; and "Educn.tion," by He1·be1·t Spencer. All 
work.- which eve1·ybody will be gt1.ci to I o~se · and to read at hi8 
lei::mre. 

W e nl'e ,e1·y ~l 1 1cl to learn that no le. s than 116 ,000copie of 
Tols tnr'. "Re. nrrection" lrnve been old from the time the drama wa 
product' cl till the 6th of May. 

"'l'lte Bnf?beni· of oci~ii. ·m" i.- a little pamphlet by " Alvan 
M<nl n.w," anJ forn1s No. 1 of R. . erie · of Auti-Jacobin P apers. It i · a 
w 11-ren. oned and , pi1·ited attack on the Sta..te Sociali t position. It 
make. "timely appem·nnc when the di. o-u ·ting ,cmmble among t the 
Social Democrat · tor eat in Pn.1·Jjameut i beginning to di gust even 
tho. e who nre not y t A na1·chist . It can be obtained from 
..L. 1\1a1·cartney 20, WoLeley Street, Dundeed. 

"FREEDO f." Jnl , 1903. 

R. E P 0 R. T . 

P.u . LE Y. 
The roup here has certainly snrprised both fri ends and enemies alike by 

th eir constant and vigorous propaganda of Anarchism. i'lfeetings a re now being 
held ever .v und ay in the J ail qu are. This square is a splendid place for · 
speakin g in, t here heing litt.l e or no traffic oF a nature likely to disturb t he 

penkcr. Th e local ocialists have hitherto had a complete monopoly of the 
pl ace, so when the An archists first appeared on tho scene, the Socialists looked, 
upon the act as an invasion of thril' rights. However, with two local comrades 
rapidly developing into good speakers, these meetings are likely to be continued 
throughout the rest of the ummer, no matter ho\V the Sociali ts view our 
action. Probably the most successful meeting yet h elcl took place on Jnne 2lst, 
when comrades Turner, of London, and Smith and Dallas, of Glasgow, spoke 
to a large and interested crowd. This meeting lasterl two and a-half hours, 
and even then the crowd showed no desire to go awn.y. Apart from these 
meetings much propaganda has been done in the country roads around Paisley. 
A large number of papers, pamphlets anrl leaflets lrn.ve been uistributed along 
these roads, while the ·rnrious gates, walls, &c., bear evidence of the existence 
and activity of Anarchists in the district. Commenting on this, one of the 
local papers remarks t-hat "some boiling-over Anarchist has been along the 
Barrhearl. Road lately. The walls of Hawkheacl Policies have no encl of Anar­
chist cries chalked upon them, 'Vive. l' Anarcl1ie ;' 'Rent is robbery, Taxes 
plunder;' 'No God, no Parliament; ' 'Down with tlrn clergy,' and so on." 

Of COlll'Sfl thr, Paislev commcl rs :irn rlnly th:inkl'nl t0 tl rn r.ditor of that 
paper for the advcrtisem~nt h e bas given them a111l that parti cular method of" 
propaganda. Any comrade visiting Seotlan1l will he heartily welcomed in 
Paisley, and if a speaker will be assul'ed a good and attentive crowd. D. 
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