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THE COMING REVIVAL OF SOCIALISM. 
III. 

The International Working Men's A~sociation was a vast organi­
sation of tra l union ,, wbich it was intended to spread a.11 over 
the world, and which would have carried on. with international 
support, the direct truggle .of Laboui· against Capital. This 
was its leading :idea, in which the Paris Proudhonians and 
th English Owenites united when they founded the Associa-

. tion in tlie years 1862-1~64. 
Therefore its fundamental principle, inscribed at the head of 

its program was:-" 'l,He emancipation of the working men 
must be the work of the working men themselves," and its other 
principl~, so fiercely advocated by Proudhon, was, that "econo­
mical agitation must be the main objed, and all political agita­
tion must be ubordinated to it." Cnnsf\quently, during the 
first six: years of its existence, until the Franco-:-German war, 
strikes supported internationally were its main ·means of action. 
Its sections were trade unions, to which one ''section of propa­
ganda,'; consisting of members of different trades, or of no 
trade, was added in each important city; and the "federations" 
were all the sections of a given industrial region grouped to­
gether-sometimes irrespective of national frontiers, as was, for 
instance, the Jura Federation, which comprised both French and 
Swiss sections belonging to the same industrial region of the 
Jura Mountains. *** 

At the same time the sections of the International .Associa­
tion. b came permanent schools .of social economy for the work-

. ing men. Every question submitted to the next congress of the 
federation, and next to the yearly congress of the whole Asso­
ciation, had to be discussed first. in the sections, whether it was 
a question of the day, or a question of future organisation; and 
in this way thought and research were stimulated in a thousand 
centres, and the discussions went on amongst the working .men 
themselves or under their control, and with the aid of their 
special knowledge of each trade. 

Three different scheme of Socialistic r econstruction of 
society had been proposed, a~d were under discussion amongst 
social reformer at the time when the International was 
found d :-(1) . The authoritarian Communism of Oabet, 
L roux, and Considerant (Marx had ::idvocated it, in 1848, before 
the German in his "Manife to") ; (2). Collectivism, which had 
been worked out in 1848-1850 by Pecqueur and Vidal, in serious 
elaborate works,-the former in j sting that the French Repub­
lican Assembly should legislate to introduce Collectivism, now 
vulgarised by the German and French Collectivists under the 
pompous nam of " cientifi.c Socialism"; and (3). the most 
fav Jurite teaching among t the Fr nch found rs of the Interna­
tional was Proudhon's "l\iutu li ·m," that i _ the exchange of 
produce among work;ing men's association· by mean of labour 
cheque is ued by the N ationa.l Bank, this new form of economic 
life being bm~1ght into xistence, partly by tli operations of the 
Bank itself, which would render capital unproductive, and 
partly in consequence of a ocial r volution, which was de-
cribed then as a' S0cial Liquidation." 

To the e fundamental cunent of thouo·ht variou other of 
le irn.portanc ought to b added. As, for in tance, the idea 
of Loui Blanc, advocate l later on by La alle in German , of 
State aid to the labour a ciations, which would thu become 
th own r of the factnrie , th min s, tc., · or the idea so 
popular in England of co-operative ocietie permitt~ng the 
working men to ave the nee sary capital for becomrng the 
own r of the factorie the mine , tc. · or, again, the t achin · 
of Coll ctivi m of C llin which laid tre upon the nationali-

. sation of land, an<l w r p cially p pular amongst the Belgians. 
However, the two main cunents were· the State Communi m, 
advocated forrnerl3 by Cab t, W itling etc., and now advocat d 
by '/.farx and the German and the variou currents originating 
from Fourier's "free ass ciations/' ariou ly combin d with 
Mutueli m and Collectfrism. 

Tb E:-minently practical and d rnucratic minds of the Pa1·is 
working men, who were tlie leading pirits of th e Interna­
tional at the time of it foundation, perfectly well reali ed that 
it would be foolish to expect that some g nius shou lcl fincl for 
them tr e best forms of a future economical organisation: of 
society. All that men of genius could foresee wRs already known 
to the Fcurierists, the Saint Simonians and Robert Owen. ·But 
that only would have any chance of 1tealisation in life, which 
would appear as realisable and practical to the wnrking men; 
consequently the working men had themselves to come to cer­
tain general conceptions as to the general lines upon ': hich 
the rncial revolution was to take its first steps; all a thmlrnr 
could du would be to find later on a more distinct expression of 
these aspirations, after they had been outlined by the labourers 
themselves. · 

*** Unfortunately, it was only in the Latin countries that the 
In ternatiunal W orki: •. g .Men's Ass0ciatiun really developed ar:d 
worked in the way jus[ described. All that could be done m 
Germany was to start a secret organisation, in which the 
adherence, in a body and in general terms; of a few labour 
organisations could be assm:ed. This impossibility of acting 
openly, and the necessity of being led by a handful. of leaders, 
necessarily laid their stamp upon the whole of the subs~quent 
Docialistic movement in Germany. lt may seem paradoxical to 
say so, but the reality is, that Socialism in its various currer:ts 
has never been properly discussed ·in Germany. The Ma.rx1st 
expression of it was taken on faith, and all others were sup­
pressed. Even the criticisms which Marx wrote of the pro­
gram of the pa.rty, both in its theoretical and practica.l portions, 
were not allowed to be printed until their existenee became 
known many years later on, through indiscretion .. A serious 
discussion of the principles of Socialism, Collecti v1sm, Com­
munism, Mutuelism, Anarchism, and so on, has yet to be made 
by the · German workers, in the same way as it has been done 
in Latin countries. Till now, even the facts, the elements of a 
serious di:.1cussion, have not yet been laid before them. 

* The same has to be said to a great extent about the mas~ of 
the Eno-lish working :pien, even though something was done in 
that di~ection during the next revival of the eighties. In ~ng­
land too the International Workino· Men' Association existed 
only' in r:ame. 'lhe trade unions h~d adh red in principle and 
in a body to the International .Association, but they never took 
a Ii vely part in it, apart from the support of a few strikes; .and 
as they took no part in the di <.m sions of the r.eform q:uest10ns 
in which the Latin working men took uch an mte·n e mterest, 
the great and whole otne educational i~B.lil.ence o.f ~he Interna­
tional wa lost to them. The· penetratrnn of ociahst thought 
(and by Soci<1li t" we mean, of course, in it 
entiret3, including Anarchist Commu~i m) di~ not take place 
in England as it did in France, Spam, Belgmm, ~taly, and 
] r en h- peaking 1witzerland. Con equ ntly the re".'1val of the 
sixti ·s was Radical in politic , and ev n Republican, free­
thought, trade unioni t, and . aguely r~volutionist; but ~he 

ocialist conception-the nece ity of g~ttrng h ld of everythrng 
r quir d for producing wealth-remam d almost even mors 
remote than it was in 1 -±0. 

Th English agttator of the ixties. ~·emain~d mainl:;. 
Jacobini t in the French sense of the word (like Fehx Pyat or 
Ledru Rollin ), without trying to under tand ocia~ism; while 
the trad unioni t moderatel Radical in temper, did not want 

' d 1 to look forth r than the trnggle for b tter wages an no.rter 
hour . To drive the capitalist out of th factory and. the mm~, 
seemed to ·them o far off that they did not care to d1scu s th1 
e entuality. . . 

Be ide the Radical of th e ;ears look d upon the Socialist 
with suspicion. In 1 40~184 the ?ci.ali} were ,to a. gi:eat 
extent, religious-" Chnst a oc1ahst and Soc1ahsm 

(Continued on p. 5 .) 
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NOTES .. 
''THEY NEVER WILL BE MrssED.'' 

The Star has di.scovered that chaos does not necessarily 
1·e~mlt when tbe "seats of the mighty" become vacant. The 
resignation of the pr~ncipal N1scal in the gang of rascals who 
have been worki.ng untold mischief in this country for the last 
few years only leaves the impression how happy. we might 
be if all the rest would follow, and society, pursuing some 
Gilbertian line of evolution, might begin to develop its economic 
life on Socialist principles, and the exploiting classes might be 
gently but firmly transformed into useful members of the com-
munity follnded on justice and equality . . . 

As, h0wever, the end of governments will not be that way 
we can only hope that some of the people will be able to follow 
out this lesson to its logical conclusion. As the Star says, 
" Slowly we come to realise how few of us are indispensable.n 
How few, indeed! save those who toil in misery and bear the 
burdens of the world-the exploited masses of every nation, the 
docile, willing prey of the capitalist and the State. For the 
ambitions of a Chaniberlain or the wealth of a Rothschild these 
are al way indispensable. 

MORE LIGHT ON ((LEADERS." 

The deplorable position of some of the so-called labour 
leaders at the present moment is really a crying evil in the 
labour movement. The rank and file will have to bestir them':' 
selves if they wish to savetheirunionsnot only from the onslaughts 
of the employers, but also fror:d

1 

the trickery and treachery of 
tbe men they have placed in official positions. We at any rate 
will not be accused of serving any personal ambitions or in­
dulging in any spite if we say that recent .events prove some of 
these individuals are too discredited to remain in positions of 
trust in the labour movement. But independently of this fact 
the squabbling and recriminations of ambitious ·'leaders" on 
the down grade of political compromise will, we should imagine, 
hardly encournge even those who may honestly believe in politi­
cal ~ction. 'J'he promised land viewed from this point seems to 
recede more an~ more the further you go on the road. 

" 'ra.E GENER.AL STKrKE." 

This is the title of a new paper ad vacating the General 
Strike in a clear and forcible manner. This benighted country 
sorely needs waking up in this respect, and we heartily wish 
The Gener'al Strike every success in its educational sense. 
"Watch your Leaders" is a very caustic and timely criticism 
of events now passing in the trade unions, and readers will 
find interesting and reliable information of strike movements 
abroad not generally vouch afed by Reuter. 

We hope this much-needed advocate of the workers' most 
powerful weapon will receive all the support comrades can give. 
It is at pre ent appearing monthly, but hopes later to have a 
weekly i ue. All contributions and subscriptions should 
be sent to the Manager, 12, Dean Street, Oxford Street, 
London, W. 

Comrade H. Glasse, &f Dro.rlord Villa, Cape Road, Port Elizabeth, 
South Africa, will be glad to hear from any friends interested in 
Socialist and Anarchist propaganda living in South Africa. He will 
also be glad to supply explanatory literature to any inquirer who will 
apply to him. 

(Continued f'rom f 'ront pa,ge.) 

true Chri tianity ') were favourite . ayii:g ,-while o.wi~g 
to th general awa.kening of na~ural sc~ei:ic rn the arly sixt~es 
cientific materiah m wa rapidly gammg ground, even in 

England, and the ho tile attitude of all th Chri ti~n~ towards 
t.he great scientific c~nques~ .o! those y a.r (Darwmism, Phy­
ical .P .)Chology, Indi truct1bihty of Mot10n, tc.) rendered a 

conciliatory attitude quite impossible. 
':I.1h re was, however, a, still d eper cause of distrust towar~s 

the Sociali ts. They attach d to? li~tle irnporta::ice .to t~e P.oh­
tical liberties and the <lemocrat1<;;at10n of English mstitutions 
that had been won in this •country after a bitter fight that had 
lasted all the 'century; while the working men saw, quite ri.ghtly, 
in these Radical conquests a necessary guarantee for then fi;tr­
ther struggle against capital. It is known that both Fourier 
and Robert Owen were not free from the idea that benevo-
1 nt despots, even a Nicholas I., might aid them in spread~ng· 
their schemes of Communistic settlements. On the other side, 
many Socialists dreamed of an enli~-h~ened autocrat who would 
give State support to labour associat10~s, and thus make ~ be­
ginning for Louis Blanc:s scheme of social r~form. The .friend­
ship of Lassalle with Bismarck, and the friendly relat10ns he 
retained at the same ·time with the German refugees in London, 
and the fact that one of these refugees (Max Bucher) had be­
come uefore that a secn~tary to Bismarck, were not made to 
dissipate the suspic~ons of ~resarism which .weig:hed ~pon ~he 
Continental Socialists. St1ll less so tbe fhrtations m which 
Napoleon I II. indulged with regard to the ~aris proletarians, 
and even with the founders of the International, to whom he 
promised his support, on the condition that they should insert a 
few word::s of trust in his devotion to the cause of the prole­
tarians. Ma.ny more traces of" Cresarism" wi~l SLuel:y be found 
one day, and one .can gue~s. why the .Repubhcan ~mg of the 
refugees in London (Mazzm1, Herzen, Leclru Rollrn) were so 
distrustful of many of their Socialist contempor.aries, and w_hy 
the English Radicals had no trust at all rn the English 
Socialists. · 

These were the faults of the Socialists. .A. s to the Radicals 
themselves, their l~adicalism, as well a.s their. "freethought,)) 
went only half-way. Most of the freethinkers,_ even the few of 
them who had the courage of their opinions, were half deists ; 
while in their economical conceptions they did uot go beyond 
free trade, Malthusianism, and the hope that with some freedom 
of combination for the workers and plenty of freedom in the 
exploitation of the le-ss .industrially ad van.ced countries, the 
well-being of the workers would so much increase that they 
would drop all their "dr ams" about becoming the owners of 
the factories, the mines and the land. 

This is why the revival of the sixties, which had such a for­
midable effect in Europe on the Continent (the Commune of 
Paris, the Cominunalist movements in Spain, the growth of 
Social Democracy in Germany, the development of interna­
tional solidarity, etc.), left rnlatively so few traces in Bl'i.tain. It 
certainly brought about a further democratisation of institutions 
as well as half-hearted but not to be neglected reforms in educa­
tion. But the very same progress, and relatively even more, was 
accomplished in Gorman·y and France; while a~l that educa­
tional influence which the few years of the existence of the 
'International bad had on the Continent was still missing in 
England. We thus have to come to the next revival of the 
Labour Movement in the eighties, to find anything similar to 
whd.t had been done on the Uon tinent in the sixties. 

This third revival we shall aRalyse in our next issue. 

Voltarine de Cleyre in London. 

A very successful social was held, on September 12th, at the Food Re Form 
Restaurant, Holborn, to welcome Comrade V. de Cle.yre on this her seconu 
visit to London. The event brought many old friends together again, and, over­
a very enjoyable and well-served tea friendly converse held the sway. Later 
Voltairine gave a humorous account of h~r journey to Norway and her adven­
tures there, in which the a.ntics of bewildered detectives played a comic µar~ . 
.A. touching letter, from Kropotkin, of friendly welcome ancl esteem was read, 
and after some hearty words of greeting were spoken by Turner, .lVIacpherson, 
Miss Bonfield, Tchaykovsky and 1'cherkesov, with some charming so11gs by Miss 
Jeannie Atkinson, a most successful evening was concluded. As organiser, H. 
Kelly may congratulate himself on the result or his efforts. 

On eptember 17th, at outh Place Institute, Comrade de Cleyre gave a 
very interesting and thoughtful lecture on "Crime and Punishment," in which 
she pointed out that if people would only look deeply and humanly into this 
question they would find that punishment was a failure from all points of view. 
She particularly emphasised how false Christianity had been to the better 
part of its own teachings in this matter, and after pointing out some of the 
a.bsurdities apparent in Lombroso's theories, she made manifest that after all 
the Anarchist principle of no punishment for crime-a principle she has so 
splenidly adhered to herself-was the highest morality as well a.s the most p1·ac­
tical solution, since it substituted science and humanitarian sentiments in place 
of the degrading. doctrine of revenge. 

There was a very good and attentive audience and _a substantial collection 
was made. 
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SOCIAL DEMOCRACY AND FATALISM. 
Many attacks haTe been directed by Anai·chist writers against the 

theories of Karl Marx and his follower , but one point in them, perhaps 
the most \·ital, seem to have been in ufficiently attended to. I refe1· to 
the "materialistic theory of hi tory," and the attitude of fatalism to 
·which it logically leads. Readers of F1·eedom will recall Tcherkesoff's 
treatment of the subject in " Pages of Socialist History" ; but it seems 
to me that our comrade has not given this factor the emphasis it 
.deserves, so that his treatment is in this respect incomplete. Perhaps 
this article may be useful as a supplement to his very effective pamphlet. 

Let us define as clearly as possible what is implied in the "rnateria­
Jistic theory of hi tory." We mu t remember that Marx made bis start 
from Hegel's philosophy; and Hegel sees in history merely the inevit­
.able unfolding of a pre-determined sequence. According to this 
-theory, all change, including social change, is automatic, pursuing a 
.course irrevocably fixed; history is reduced to a puppet show, in which 
we, men and women, :a.re the puppets, and are at the me1·cy of the un­
£een wire-pullers,-according to Marx-blind, inexorable "economic 

. :forces." These .forces · tyrannically govern every act of every man; 
·man is powerless to hinder or advance in any degree the movement of 
::Society they compel; and .the only relief allowed him is this-that if 
be accepts the enlightenment of the Marxian faith, he may enjoy a 

'J>isgah-sight into the promised land of the Social-Democratic State 
;itowards which he is borne! 

It would' be impossible .in ,a short article to give at length any argu­
)ment on the real forces which determine social progress. But I think 
we shall all agree' to the following propositions:-

Any charige in social organisation is necessarily preceded by a 
,change in men's ideas-so that we may call the change in 
ideas the cause of the change in organisation. Now, the 
new ideas can only arise in the way common to all ideas, na.mely, as the 

·,result of thought in the minds of · individuals. Of course a Social 
Democrat, with an ounce or so of wit, would retort that these new ideas 

:are in the :first instance caused by" economic forces,"-hunger, injus­
·:itice, defeat. This, in fact, as I make it out, is the position of Marx 
himself. As a complete account of the matter it is, however, evidently 

1fallacfous. It is true that economic theories must have their origin in 
-, thinking about economic conditions. The conditions · must exist in · 
. order to be known, and must be known in order to cause dissatisfac-
tion; and sueh dissatisfaction alone can give rise to a wish to alter the 

. conditions. In this way the economic conditions may be indicated as 

. at any rate •G>ne -cause of their ultimate change. Yet I imagine that 
there are many men with an exhaustive knowledge of modern economic 

. conditions who, unless they had heard of Socialism, would never have 
dreamt of wishmg for change. Something els.e is needed ; and this 

,. something else is the power of individual thought and individual will. 
If Marx had nev.oc lived and thought should we have had Marxian 

. :Social Democracy-? And was Marx's intellect solely the result of 
-economic forces ? And if this is to be, applied to all great intellects, let 
· it be explained how economic conditions produced a Sh~kespeare or a 

Beethoven. rrhe. position, upon analysis, turns out to be absurd. 
But it is the second factor,-the part played by the individual in 

. social movement-which Anarchism fully recognises and' indeed 

. .depends upon. The whole spirit of Marxianism lies in this :-That, do 
what we may, the change from capitalism to collectivism is inevita.ble, 
and will be brought about by the forces of capitalism itself. We can 

. at most forsee the change and prepare ourselves for it. Anarchism on 
the other hand holds no such fatalist doctrine. It declares that the 
new society cannot come of itself-it must be made. It sees that 

=social evolution is the result of nothing else than the determined efforts 
. of individuals, each working steadfastly towards wha.t he holds to be 
the best. Its faith is in man and in man's strength, and not in the 

, metaphysical :fiction of impersonal non-human forces. 
In their demands from human nature and their effects upon it, the 

- two theories stand in strong opposition. Anarchism requires and 
· fosters the active virtues: self-reliance, initfo.tive, courage, and energy. 
·To Social Democracy corresponds rather the virtues of the passive kind 
: such as patience, resignation, and submission. In his beok, " German 
.. Social Democracy," Mr. RuR,sell speaks of "the daily support, in the 
midst of the most wretched social conditions, which the more intelli­
,gent working men nnd women derive from their fervent and religious 
belief in the advent of the Socialist state, and from their conviction 

, t hat historical development is controlled by irre istable forces, . . . 
' -b y whose action the diminution and :final extmction of the capitalist 
- class is an inevitable decree of fate," and says that " this fatalism more 
-.iha~ all else gives to Social Democ1·acy its religious faith and pow~r; 

this icspires patience and controls the natural inclination to forcible 
: revolution." 

The Anarchist holds it a fault in Marxianism that by teaching men 
-to rely on forces outside themselves it saps the energy of the strong and 
. gives a comfort to the weak that is wholly illu ory. Hi ii a nobler 
faith that urges him not to resignation but to active resistance. The 
.duty that Anarchism holds out to each rp.an is one of ceaseless effort of 

- thought and will, in striving to perfect :his grasp of the ideal of 
liberty, the goal of true human progress, and the ordering of his life in 

. accordance with the ideal. It offers him the bracing a surance that in 
working for the coming of the new society he must look for the 
help of no "forces,, but his own faithfulness and steadfastness, and 
-the faithfulne s and steadfastness and sympathy of his comrades. 
. It will not be deluded with a false assurance of security. It reco-

gnises that the wished for change will need the strenuo?- ~ftort or 
many men united by a common hope .an~, a c.ommon de~rm~twn that 
it shall come. "What stronger mot1ve, siud J\1aeterhn~k, ea~ men 
find for nioral action than the conviction of the absolute immorality of 
'Fate'?" ~C. SALAGNAc. 

REVIEW OF REVIEWS. 

Our Italian comrades are publishing a review of sociology, art and 
literatul'e, which has reached its fou1-th number. They call it Il 
Pensie1·0 (Tkouyht), and the programme with which they came before 
the public two months ago was summed up thus: a movernent to.wa1·ds 
t1·11'th by rnec6ns of f 'reedorn. Their pages are ~pe.n to honest th\n~ers 
of all opinions, and what they demand for their ideas above all thmgs 
is the test of discussion. 

They meant to begin modestly, and they.have certai?ly begun well; 
their criticism of plays, books and the reviews are bright ~nd sympa­
thetic. They are publishing works of Kropotkin and Eltsee Reclus 
hitherto unknown to Italian readers, interesting articles on the ques­
tions of the hour by Gor-i, Falbi·i, Gr·ave, Faure and others, together 
with exhaustive correspondence from Southern Amei·ica and France: 

The controversial. element they bad hoped for is, so fa1·, lackmg. 
Silence and indifference are the toughest adversaries of the pioneer, but 
we can hope that the intelligent bl'eadth of spirit displayed by Il 
Pensie1·o's editors will beat them. 

Frn,nce, Ieng land and the Anarchy of Eii1·ope, by Jean Finot, editor of 
La Revue, in Conternporw·y Review for September. 

The reasoning contained in this article i~ iuteresting.foi;:. its.strength 
of criticism and weakness of reconstruction. M. Fmot g1yes us a 
masterly sketch of the pluce England and Fn1.nce have taken in Euro­
pean affctirs and the d·eveloprnent of arbit1·ation, dating from t~e nego­
tiations between Ed ward IV. and Louis IX. He then describes the 
state of universal terror to which we have attained, and proceeds to 
draw a le8son from hi::;tory. 

The author compares internal conditions to international. On the 
one hand he sees law and relative security, on the other anarchy and 
disorder. Arguing a can::;~l connection between the autonomy of 
nations and their exceedingly unfriendly .intercourse, he pleads,- for 
legal arbitration. It is here that we cannot follow him. M.'. 1!'m~t 
explains the mutual relations of a group of units regardless of the.1r md1-
vidual character. The foreign affairs of nations are determmed by 
their governments. If they be determined for evil this dep~nds not o~ 
the freedom but on the irresponsible greed of rulers" and will. be . modi­
fied by a revolution of intemal conditions~ not by the constitution of 
8till one more irrespousible power. G. B. 

P. S, POLIVANOFF . 

We are O'rieved to confirm the sad · ~ews announced some three weeks ago by 
the French

0 
press, and doubted at the time, that Polivanoff had shot himself 

at Lorient, on the west ·coast of France, in a public garden. He was on~ of 
the very few remaining heroes of the old Naroduaja Yalia. 'After having with­
stood b1 enty years of imprisonment in the terrible Schli.isselberg fortres , and 
being transported on the expiration ·of the term to Siberia, he found enough 
strength of bocly and of the spirit in hillJ.self to escape from there ab~:oac~. He 
seemed to be at the time full of energy and of passionate determmat1on to 
return to Russia for continuing the unfinished dea<lly fight against ~utocracJ'.' . 
And then this quite unexpected. news. A letter which he left beh1ml to his 
comrades explains the actual cause of this tragedy. He wrote:- . 

Dear Oomrades,-The disease of the heart which I contracted m t~e 
course of the last few years of my prison life has made a remarkabl1 r.a~1d 
progress since my escape. Conseq.uently, I have beco~e m~rely an mvahcl, 
unable to withstand the hardships of the outlaw life if I returned to 
Russia. Thus the dream which sustained me in my escape vanished, and 
my return to the active revolutionary fight became impos.sibl.e for me. I 
wish you to live long enough. to see the <lownfall of this disgrace to our 
mother country-the autocracy and all the immense evils it cause . Oh, 
how happy I should be to share your heroic fight for freedom, the fight, 
not by words alone but by facts. But,_ a)as ! I am not fit now to be e_ither 
a terrorist or a rebel, I am a man with brokendown health. And as the 
life outside the active work for the cause, outside the stru_ggle, is unbear­
able for me-I destroy myself . 

Long live freedom I Long live the Bol vaia Organisation ! 
P. POLIVANOF.F. 

P.S.-I earnestly request those who promised to preserve my memoirs 
to deliver them to the " Revolutionary Russia " with all due care and 
precaution. . . . . 
Owina to the energetic and hearty partic1pat1011 of the local Amal,gri.n'l.ated 

Organisat?on of Port Workers, of the Socialist party of. France (:r '.· )i.), an~ 
Republicans, the funeral of our comrade has been turned rnto a true and magm­
ficent demon~tration against th~ autocracy of "our Ally." 

REPORT. 

BIRMINGHAM • 
.A group has been formed in Birmingham for the Jiscussion of Aun.rchism. 

It consists at pre ent of about fifteen member ·, mostly Yiddish ; while among t 
the English comrades are two who lately belonged to the Liverpool Group, 
whose activity we aH remember. Propaganda i carried on vigorously by Com­
rade Kavanagh on unday evenings in the Bull Ring. The reception he receives 
seems to me, who witnes ed his debate with a . ocial Democrat, to be somewhat 
disappointina. Bttt the group is only just formeq, and I hall be very surprised 
if our comrades' vigorous efforts do not re ult in something. The group will 
shortly take a room to be used as a club and for di cus ion. We wish them 
good luck. Stout hearts they have. 

'l'he Birmingham Group will be pleased to see any comrade at 60, Ashley . 
Street, Birmingham. 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTE~. 

Germany. 
o. 27 of S e11p., L eben, Berlin wa co11fi ca ted, and our comrade Grunwald, 

the editor, i till in prison, " a \\·ait.in:r investigation." It appear he has to 
wait r ather an tmcomfortable t ime, a th • 1jullge are away on their holida: . 
Be iil r· th e weekly eues L <'ben, our J. erlin comrades rnblish monthly Der 
A.narchi ·t, which hopes to hecome a weekly, and Geneva bas a r.ew For tnightly 
paper, i11 German, Der Weckruf. De1· Anne Teufel seems to have disappeared, 
we hope only temporarily. It is hopeful to see the movement taking life 
agai11 in Germany in this way. The idea of the General trike is making 

. many converts. Dr. Frieueberg, a Social Democrat, recently upheld it at a 
rneeting of ocial Democrats, in Berlin, and wa. supported by several of our 
comrades. At Leipzig, Tolstoy bas been convicted of insultmg the Emperor 
by a book called "Thou shalt not Kill." We do not know the contents, but the 
title alone is enough to insult William, the ally of the Turk in Macedonia. 

Russia. 
The Czar has been attempting to dupe with "labour laws" the workers 

whom he found he could not subdne \\·ith bullets and Cossack's whips. First, 
a law · has been put forwarll allowing t1rn workers of a cr.rtain craFt, in a given 
district, to group tl:emselves and elect a delegate to represent the group in 
certain circumstances, as for inst;rnce in negotiations between workers and 
maste1;s on the question of wn.ges. This is only a primitive aml very insuffi­
cient bPgini1ing of the trade union; for example, these group cannot join to­
gether to form a tratles Yederation; they cannot, moreover, according to the 
law, joiu with groups of the same industry to form a natioual fedP.ratiou. 

Secoud. The 15th or August a law was put forward on workers' compensa­
tion fo1: nccidents. Naturally, it is just as laughable as the law on trade unions, 
for example, a certain number of industries are-why? a mystery-excludecl . 
.Amongst t.hesr. exceptions are the workmen engaged rn constructing railways, so 
nurnerous in Russia, employes of steamboat companies, etc. 

The Russian workers have no need to rejoice exuberantly over these Gonces­
sio-n, but they a.re able by it to become aware or the changes produced in the 
feelings of their masters towards them by the growing menace of an approaching 
rev:)lution. -Les Temps Noiiveaiix. 

Switzerland. 
111 ' Geneva yet another strike-of masons this time. The s!,rike is note­

worthy in :several ways. 'l'he strikers have org~nise<l a common kitchen, and in 
this way, tlwy and their families obtain good food at sma11 expense. The Govern­
ment bas Ll<•ne its worst in the way of expulsions, anests, prohibitions of 
meetings, and by prohibiting the strikers from publishing anything about 
the strike. Yet the strike goes bravrly on. The worst feature, as usu::Ll, is the 
interferell ce of the Sot:ial Democrats. CPrtain of their leaders have declared that 
the strike is remlereJ. illegal by the receutly vasscd Socialist law on " collective 
conflicts." The lawyers of the Federal State, however, declare that the law 
does not apply in this sense. So the Social Democrats al'e doubly defeated, 
both in their attempt to stop the strike, to the detriment of those e1~gaged in 
it, and also in their attempt or February to make a law which should take from 
the worker his ouly weapon of economic warfare. 

Portugal. · · 
\~ e liave received the following letter from a Portuguese comrade :-
Dear Connades,-ln the 178th number of your revi6w I saw a note on Por­

tugal, and therefore I send the following news that you may give your readers 
more information. I left Portugal 11eady two years ago, but !Jave closely fol­
lowed the labom and revolutionary movements of my country. 

0 Jlmigo clo Povo that used to be published at Portalegre now appears no 
longer. It was not, properly speaking, an Anarchist organ, but it accepted 
libertarian articles, and had some Anarchists on its staff. This can be said of 
many Hepublican papers, even among the tlailies, and it is a proof of the way 
Portugal is penetrated by the Auarchist ideal. 

'fhe . pro_perly,. Auarchist 110 ~otlicals are two, published weekly : A Obra 
(Th e 'l'ask), of Lisbon, concerned principally with the labour movement; and 
IJesperfar (The Awakening), of Porto, decidedly Anarchist in tone, given entirely 
to libertarian propaganda, an(l succeeding the other Porto weekly, A.iirora, 
which has been su1)pressed. The same fate has befallen a weekly of l!'unchal 
(Madeira Islands), abolished by the police, who are headed by the all-powerful 
Veiga-powerful because Portugal is an unlrnown corner of Europe where un­
known Monjuichs fl.omish. A student friend publishes a small re~·iew at 
Coiml.Jra, the Rev-istct Livre (Free Review), but as I have not received it for 
some time back I fear it must have come to an end. 

Auarchists are already numerous, especially at Porto and Lisbon ; not so 
at oimbra where the students, especially those of theology and law, are the most 
reactionary iu Portugal, and give at most a small Republican majority. 

They are the sous of rnitlJle-class people, politicians and civil servants; 
.some noblemen, too, Catlioiics with Miguelistas sympathies, partisans of 
Miguel, the absolute King th a t th e Liberals have dethroned. Together with 
all the middle-class or the town, they joineu the workers on occa i.on of a 
strike, in a half-hearted ma.nner. No student was killed ; the dead and wounded 
were all workers . 

111 Lisbon, too, the students are rather backward-a small anti-Catholic and 
Republic majority. It is in Porto that they are most revolutionary-Republicans 
and Anarchists; if there he Monarr.hisis amongst them they are not to be seen. 

. 'fbe Porto students are alway · expressing their views, and those of the 
medical school declared principles so imbued with a broad libertarian spirit that 
the Coimbra students, in discussion, calle<l them Anarchists. Amongst the 
yount5 people or the Republican Party, many have libertarian tendencies and 
manil'es t publicly their sympathy with our ideal. It is, however, the workers 
that constitute the main body of our forcr.. I know Porto, and there Anarchy 
has conquered the greater part of the healthy and awakened labour 
.elements. 

TJ1 r; 1. bour movement developes likewise. Rt>cently a great strike was 
declared uy the weav ers (25,000), and it hn almost become a general strike. 
The results have been rath et poor, in part the trikers have been clearly duped; 
neverth eless it wns a cheering ·ymptom. I be]ieve our friends will now know 
bow to profit by circum tances to paralyse the game uf the Republicans, their 
arbitrage, their protectio11 la w , etc. N. VA co. 
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LITERARY NOTES. 

1Jfod~rn 1 c1.ence and .Anarc/ii.~m. By P. Kropotkin. Social 'cience Club,, 
Philadt>lphia. Price 25 cent~. 1903. 
We are very plea. ed to see the English verRion of this thoroughly 

cientific a11d brilliaut skl:'tch of fo.Jern Po~itive, Inductive Science of the 
evolutio11ist doctriue of ~yntbetic phylosophy. 

Our friPnd Kropotkin is certainly 011e of the best qualified to treat such 
a su Ljtct. The reader will fiud in this small book a clear survey of the 
general evoluti<m of modern thought ·towards the realisation of a social 
order free from the principle of the supernatural or deity as well as of 
authority. The book is brought out carefully and neatly, The translation, 
by a Modell, is done very concientiously, for this reason we are sorry to 
observe Rome incorrect renderings of the nssian original. For instancer 
"It is true that the feudal obligatious abolished by the Republican armies 
of Italy and Spain were restored in these countries" . . . . gives the 
reader the idea that the Spanish aud Italian rt-volutionary armies abolished 
the feudal obligations ia these couutries, wherP.as the original, true to 
history, says that the army of the Revolution (t.he Great French Revolu­
tion) abolished feudal obligations in Spain and Italy. 

We hope that in the next edition, which should follow soon, similar 
mistakes will be avoided. 

FOR THE VICTIMS 
IN 

OF THE GENERAL 
HOLLAND. 

.All donations should be sent to 
.A. W. AMMERL.AAN, 

President of the National Committee. 

STRIKE 

164, Rozengracht, .Amsterdam. 
Or to our address, 127, Ossulston Street, London, N.W. 
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G. R. Nelson ... 
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