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THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. · 
If some of om· renders thought that .there was exaggeration in 

describing the events in Russia as the beginnings of a revolution, 
because up to the present time we have h eard of more massacres of 
the working men t han of victories of the reYol ution:u·y parties,-recent 
events w.ill probably convince them that a mov~ment wl;iich deserves to 
be named a revolution is really going on in Rnssin.. Only it must not 
be forgotten that a revolution is not a meni ch::i.n ge of Government, 
which mn.y be accomplished aftet· a few bonrti' fight.ing on the barri­
cades in the capital. It is a deeply peuetrating movement, which 
affects all chsses of society, results in violent . fruggles that are fought 
at thousands of spots all over the count t·y bet,rnen the different classes 
and sections of the nation, upsets all cmreut, coucejJtions about class 
relations, about pl'ope1·ty i·ights and about autho1-ity, nud 11l'epares the 
futul'e even more than it succeeds in achieving at the moment. This 
is why eveq revolntion ta,kes time to atfain its development, and why 
those movements, like the Pal'is or Barcelona Cornrnune, which have 
been stifled after a few months' existence, have not grown to be 
revol u tious. 

A distinctive f'enture of all revolutions i~ tli e rnpidity wi t,h which 
the leading idea· of the moment al'e progres ·iug in a radic:Ll di1·ection.· 
Mfrabeau and Lafayette, who' played the parts of revolutionists in 
1789, were ah·eady reactionaries next year, and the bourgeois­
republican Girondists had to be gu ill otin ed in 1793, in 01·Je1· to obtain 
from the Convention n. reGtl abolition of the feudal rights. 

Ideas <levelop now. in Rus ·ia. with the same rapidity . In ovember 
last the name of Shi po ff was on a ll li ps ::1.s the promote1· of the Ze:mstvo 
(County Councils) Congress, in which the fit·st demands of. a Constitu­
tion we1·e expressed . Now, Shipo.ff is already sta11Lling out as a 
reactiouist, ideas having so much progressed that even the most 
moderate .. Whig Constitutionalists of Rn sia claim the immediate 
con.vocation of a National Assembly, elected by the universal suffrage 
and without a second chamber. 

There is, however, something much more iwportant than tbis 
change in t he opinions of the govern ing rn ino l'ities . The 'iews, the 
hopes, and the d~mands of tlie labouring ela.sses-peasn.nts nncl work­
men in towns-a1·e progl'es ing with the same mpidity . A 1011g distance 
has already been cove ~·ed since the t im es whe11-not fnl'ther back than 
last summer-a t-ea9eful wo1·king men's demonstration or a partial 
strike was considered as a not easil y obtainable ideal, or when, in 
Janun.1·y hi,st, ne;:i,l' ly 100,000 St. Pete1·sbnrg workmen went with 
Georgiu::; Ga.pan .. to the vViuter Pal-1ce to peac fnlly speak to the Tsar, 
and, if need be, to prove by the i1· ·elf- ;-i,crifice that ''benevolent 
Tsn.rdom" is •• myth that had to go like othe1· myth" Who in any 
in cl u ·t1·ial town of Rn. ·ia would h1y now any hopes in n.ny one ·of the 
Romanoff family? Who would talk of demoostl'ation u narmed? 

The doomed ones i·ide fast into the aliyss which swallows the men 
of hollow promises and the tra.itors ! 

A ll Poland is now on fire, but not the Poh.nd of me1·e patriots, as 
was the Ca$e in 1863,-the Poland of the people: the working man, the · 
arti. ·an, t he pe.·.3ant Poland rising ag::tin t the Poli h and Jewish 
exploit<n-, a.s much .a a.gain t the repre en.tn.ti ve of tlie T nl'' authority. 
It i et Laboiw niovement, directed again, t the P olish, German and Jewish 
exploiter:-;, wh ich keep.: the Poli::;h fanchester (Lodz) in re\'olt. Of 
cour~e, t he Poli ·h and Y iddi h wo1·king men, not perverted yet by 
Social Democmtic id P.a , a nd rem:\ining ·imply Socinlist., while they 
attack their exploiten;, <lo ll ot forget that 110 revolut.ion wonld n.ccom· 
pli ·h i ts ta~k if it did not et the ncition f1·ee as et ?rntion, from f01·eign 
riile; bnt they condnct both revolts, eco11omical rrnd political, hand in 
baud. I11 Warsaw we saw lately that extre1 uely i11 1portan t fact, that 
even Jews, who in <!1lclen ti~e-- would keep a ll toget her, the hanker 
with the lnm -dwelle1·, the swer1t d with t.lie ,·weater, revolted now 
aga in t tho, e of thefr own race and Cl'e ci' who t mJe in human ware, 
Gentile an1l J ewi .·h alikP, an cl Again t wliom t h e fury of the poor 
i u nally directed fi1 · t iu time· of popular excitement. 

Of the nm1l rnoverue11t in Ru ·~i a. , ::1.nd e pecially in G~o1·gia, we 
ha\ e ::;poktu a lready. But it i 11ot in the Caucasus on] that t he 
pea. ant revolt bl'eak out. In many p:nts of C~ntral Rnsl:'fr 1he_ 
pe•\::-ant revolt-and politely a k th lnndlord to leave, while t.hey take 
po,' es::-ion of the land a.n I nltintte it for them elves. They do it; in 
the u10 ·t lrn ·ine-s-like tu:rnner. 'l'hey elect one of the wea l thie t 
p asn.t?t~ of the village to act n." thei r elder· they convoke the mir; 
take the onth - j11. ·t n,.°" they u.e I to do i11th e 1·e rnlte<l rnedi. va.l Com­
Dl\t11 ... :-; aski11g the clel'gyma,11 to be tlt en•1 crn. :--; i11 h:1lld, to gire them 

the ble ing for the new departure; then they go to the landlord OI' to his 
rep1·esentHtive and ~· ignify that bencefo1 th the land is th ir·s, and the 
hor ·es nre i·eady fo t· the landlol'd and hi· family for their deportiltion to 
the next town. Then they. ee him off wi th all orts of good wishes if the 
landlord was not a bad man, and proceed to divide the land between all 
hou eholds, as they a1·e 'l..-011t to do with their communal lands. When 
many villages h ave done tha t , they pu.Hs a mutual agreement: if need 
be, the land will be r e-ad j n te l between the \'ill ages acconling to t~e 
uurnber d hon ·ehold · in ei:ich of them . And the JnO\'ement is 
sp1·e.1ding, tl1ns brillgiug Rus: ia. e\'e1·y la.y 11ea1·er to the corumuoalisn..­
tio11 of Janel. And \Vef'te1·n Europe, to(•, let UH hope. 

The Ce11t.i·:1l R11i-;si::1. manufoctmiug iegion l'ernaiued p 1·etty quiet. 
till i10w. But that ·i lent, unde1·grnunrl infilLrntiou of 1 C\·olut i orrn~y 
ideas wiiit:h hns t1-1k.en p lace lntely iu Pohrnd aw.l iu vVe~teru Rnssia. 
amoncri-;t the factoi·)' \Y Orkmen-.ui i1 .nltH1tion wh ich cannot be-o . 
explai11ed by the w01·k of any Socinl ist p:nt.y nll<l i::i lllucl1 mo1·e liken.. 
Kn io-ht · of L::i bou1· propa.gunda-t..lrn.t unde1 grnuud rn O\'emeut bas 
reached at 1:1 ~ t the Oent1· .. d Moscow regirm too, and a large 
mannfnctm·ing town (Ivauovo - Vozuesen~k ) is now in nenl'ly_the sam~ 
conditiou nR Lodz. · 

"Genernl Strike!" this i ~ tLe w;itchword which nrns all ove~ 
Russia, notwithstanding all the effurt · of the poli tic ians to hamper the 
moverneut, and their i·idiculc u::; effor ts. to g t tl1e lea.<l of it . The 
"part.ies" nn: nowhere. The wol'ki11g meu accept tlieil' se1 vices, they 
will accept :urns from them, if they succeed in i11troduci11g ~ome, or get 
the money to bny them,-but there the illflnence of the Socialist ends. 
The w01·kinK men prefer to net by themselves. Th?y st 1·ike a revolt. 
when and where they find it best,-the slightest incident in the street,. 
or in a factory, often leadi11g to a general np1·ising. A row, a few blows 
exch::inged, anything is enough, under the present state of mind, to 
b l'i II.!{ H bnnt an armed confl..ict. And such small conflicts ai·e recorded. 
l>y tlie h11ndred since the beginning of this year. 

And uow comes the latest news from Odessa. The crnw of an 
fro11cl11<l b.1ttle~lijp lJa,·e revolted against their officelf.:, an d, h olding 
them u11rlel' ane, t., have come to take provisions 11 t Odessa. 
and to l>111·y the:·e one of their comrades whom a d;.u;tlH'<ll/ offic~r 
had shot "for muti11y." It bas been coming for a lo11g ttme, this 
revolt of the Biack tiea ~ailors against their masters. It wn.s nea1~ 
Nikolaeff, a Black Sea port, that the first mine had been hid, in 1879, 
by the sailor Logovenko with the intention of blowing 11p the train or 
Alexander II. There was always a spir it of independen ce :tmong t the 

.. Black Sea sailors which never ex isted in the Ba.ltic fleet. dApr;:i.ved by 
contact with the Court. And now they have raised t lie fhg of the 
Revolution on one of the best battle ships. If the 0 :e~s:t workmen 
only unde1·stand in time the i mpo1·tanc.e of the moment, :Lud, jJr'Oclftim­
ing the Genernl Strike, join hands with the brave sailo1·.s-tliey wilt 
have proclaimed the Commune of Ode sa. 

The Ru sian revolut ionary papers now discu~s th ·· po~. ibili ty of 
Communes in Russian town . The ·ailors of the P1·ince Potemkin hn.v& 
ma.de the first step toward::; the practical l'ealisation of 1 he Comm nne · 
in Russia. Bnt whether it comes this time at Odessa, 01· only come;;. 
latet· on, somewh~1 ·e el ·e-the idea i sure to ma.ke proc rt·s~, and it is 
ce1-tain that attempts to real i e it wi11 be made here and there. Only­
it mnst not be forgotten that R evolutions take some time to atliain thei~ 
full development. 

FATHER GAPON. 

The G1·ancl jJ[aga in.e ha i n its June number an inten· ie\\, by G. If ... 
Perr is, with Georaiu Ga.pon. It is genuine, and we recommend it t (}> 
our reader.. 'l'he 't1·and Uagc£zine for July begins an rt utobiogr ,1phy of 
this notable per onality, Father Ga.pon, who succeeded i11 . emu or eigh~ 
month in organisi11g in St. Peter burg from 6,000 t o 7,000 working 
men, ::1.n d in pired them with uc:h enthu iasm that. 011 t he eve of that. 
terrible Sunday (J aau:u 22nd) nea.rly 70,000 workmg me11 had taken. 
the oath of comin(l' out next day,although they foresa w p1 1 fed ly well Lha 
th i·e were a ll chance of them being hot down by th ~ 11·11nps that had · 
been ma,seci ronna t}rn Wiuter Palnce. Thi wa., li 11 \\·e,·e1', the only­
"aJ to kill the deejJly -ronted fHith of the people in ull t l1e e i~perial 
ancl 1·oya l impo tor ,-nud for that purpo e they mad e 1 lie sacnfice of 
their lives. 'l'ho ·e ' ho have survived will now co11t illl<e the figb 
without being hampered by those prejudice . '' 'J'l1 ere' · 110 .God, n<> 
T ar ! " exclaimed Gapon a he, having been dl'aggN! by w01·krng me . 
friends into a side street a fter the masoacre of di e cu lumn he wa 
lea.ding, flung hi cassock on the ground, and issued hi:-; procln.mation in. 
which he wrote: "Dowu with all their viper brood!" 
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BAKU NIN. 

VVRI'l'TEN FOR THE BAKUNIN ANNIVEll.SARY NuMBElt OF 'l'HE 

YIDDISH "WoRrrnns' FRIEND ." 

Old Blanqui used to say that the inf:l.uence of events is better 
measured by their indirect c,·msequences th::in by the direct ones,-the 
fol'lner being always more important than the latter. 

Speaking of Bakuniu, we also mu ·t meas ure his influence, not so 
much by what he has done pel' onally, as by tbe inliuence he exercised 
upO'n tliose _who stood round him,-on their thoughts and their 
activities. 

His literary productions were not many. The Idw of the Stctte and 
Ananhism, 'l.'he Ilist01·icc~l Development of the Inte1·national Wo1·king 
Men's . Assocfotion, God and the State-these are the th1·ee small 
books he wrote. 'l'he remaind er-:Z'he Knouto · Ge1·manic Empfre, 
Lette1·s to et Frenclmwn on the P1·esent G1·isis, 1'/ieologicctl Politics and 
Ma:~zini, The Bea1·s oj Be1·n, and so on,-all these were pamphlets 
which he wrote to answer some question of the day, or letters which 
he began to write to his comradesj and which attained the size of 
a pamphlet. Even the above-named books had the saine ol'io-i11. 

B..Lkunin sat down to write a letter on a question of th~ moment. 
But his letter soon became a p~mphlet, and the pamphlet a book, 
because with his deep conception of tbe philosophy of history, and his 
immen:"e stock of information about con tern poml'y events, he had so 
much to say that the pages were rapidly filled up. 

If we only think of what he and his friends-and his friends were 
Herzen, Ogareff, Mazzini, Ledru Rollin, and all the best men of action 
of that revolutionary period of the fortie1:>-had thought over the 
dre:ims they had lived through, and felt during those years of l ape 
which preceded 1848, n.nd of despair which follo,ved it,-if we only 
remember what a period they bad lived through, we un<ler:stand a.t 
once how thoughts, images, facts, and arguments, bol'rowed from the 
knowledge of real life, must have imprnssed -themselves on Bakunin's 
mind. We see why his generalisations in the philosophy of history 
were so richly intermingled with facts and thonghts taken from 
contemporary reality. 

It .must be noted, however, that eve1·y pamphlet by Bakunin 
marked a turning point in the history of revolutionary thou!Yht in 
Emope. His speech at the Congress of Peace and Liberty L

0

eague 
was a challenge thrown out to all the Radicals of Europe. Bakunin 
decla1·ed in it that the Radicalism of 1848 had had its day, and that a 
new era-the era of Labour Socialism-had come. That by the side of 
the question of Political Libel'ty there was the question of Economical 
Independence, the question of property rights, and that this would be 
henceforth the dominating factor in European history. 

His pamphlet addres ed to the Mazzinians announced the end of 
the period. of con, pir~cies for national independence and .the beginning 
of the Social Revolution, as also the end of the sentimental Christian 
Socialism, and the beginning of the atheistic, realistic Communi m. 
And his famous letter to Herzen about the International and 
Bazaroff's realism had the same significance for Russia as the former 
for Italy. 

The Bew·s oj Be1·n was a parting word said to the Swiss Philistine 
democratism, while his Lette1·s to a Frenchman , written durinO' the war 
of 1870-71, were a litany to the radicalism of Gambetta, and ~n appeal 
for the new era which soon found its expre sion in the Paris 
Commune-thi upl'i ing casting aside the Louis Blanc idea of State 
Socia.li m and proclaiming the - new idea of a Communist Commune. 
The Commune, rai ing for t'be defence of its territory, and beginning 
the social revolution within its own walls,-this '\Vas what he recom­
mended a the means for repulsing the German invasion. 

'l'he Knouto-Ge1·rnan E1npfre was a prophetic vi ion of the old 
rev?lutioni t who saw perfectly well, since t~en (1871), the reaction 
which would pervade Europe for the next thirty or forty years, as a 
c1nseqnence of the triumph of the Bismarck's military state, and at the 
same time of the German State Socialism of which th.e godfather bad 

been this same Bismarck patroni ing Lasalle. This pamphlet also 
marked a completely new tendency of modern thought in Latin countries 
towal'd o-State-Communi m, or Anarchism. 

And finally, The Idea of the tate c~nd .Ancirchism, The Jlist01·ical 
Devewpnient of the Infer1uitional, and God and the 'tate, albeit their 
combative pamphlet form (which they owe to their having been written 
for the need of the moment), contain for the thinking reader more 
practical thought and more philosophical comprehension of hi ·tory than 
heap of univer ity and State-Sociali t trea.tises, in which the absence 
of deeply thought ideas is concealed under foggy dialectic . 

'l'hey contain no ready-made recipes for political cooking. Tho e 
who expect to find in a book the soln t ion of all their doubts, without 
having to pass themselves through the process of thinking, will not 
find that in Bakunin's works. But if you are capable of thinking for 
your elf, if you are accustomed to look upon a book as upon material 
to be thought over independently,-as a talk with an intelligent 
man who wakes up your own intellect,-then tbe hot, sometimes 
disordedy, and sometimes luminous and brilliant generali ations of 
Bakunin w,ill help you more in your l'evolutionary development than 
all the above-mentioned tr'eatises. 

However, the main force of Bakunin was not in his writings. It 
was in his personal influence. He made Byelinskyil:· what he became 
for Russia-the type of the unflinching Socialist, Revolutionist, and 
Nihilist, which w.as personified later on in our admirable youth of the 
seventies. It was Bakunin who provoked the new birth of Byelinsky. 
"You are my intellectual father," he wrote to Bakunin. 

At Paris in 1.847, and in Germany in 1848, his influence upon all 
men of mark of his time was immense. Bernard Shaw (in his Pe1ject 
Wagne1·ite) tells in a jocular way that. in Siegfried, who knew no fear 
and carried away Brunhild by the force of bis fearless love, Wagner 
impe1·sonated Bakunin, by whose side be had stood during the Dresden 
Revolution . Most probably it was not Bakunin personally, but 
the daring Revolutioni8t altogether who was Wagner's prototype of 
Siegfried, but in his creation Wagner snrely was deeply impressed by 
his fearless friend. And .not only on )Vagner, but also on George 
Sand, on Herzen and Ogaroff, and on all the circle of French Socialists 
who were then in Paris, as well as on Young Germany and Young 
Italy, and even on the young Swedes, Bakunin exercised in his time 
a most powerful influence. "It was impossible to approach him and 
not to be infected by his revolutionary spirit,-not to be carried away by 
his powerful revolutionary argumentation." So his contemporaries 
spoke of him. 

Re was the same when, in 1862, he once more rejoined his friends 
in London, after his escape from Siberia, and immediately on his return 
he began organising the revolutionary forces. 

It is possible that, as his friend Herzen reproached him after 
the failure of the Polish uprising, he often placed IY!ore hope in 
those who approached him than they deserved. Bm, was not the same 
thing ·said about Mazzini and every other sincere Rev0lutionist? This is 
perhaps why he exercised such a magical influence, because he believed 
in ?ncm, believed that the great cause of which he made him a partner 
would arouse in the new-comer all that was best in him. And so it 
did. Under Bakunin's inf1L1ence the man gave to the Revolution all 
the best that he was capable of. He appealed to the higher qualities of 
man; and if some of those whom he tried to inspire did not fully 
answer to his appeal, the rampant politician traders in Socialism who 
swarmed in the ranks of his Marxist adversaries, never succeeded in 
gaining bis confidence. 

Her{len has told in a ~u~orou~ way how Bakunin easily accepted 
men and gave them commiss10ns m the East. But was it so? At 
any rate, those men whom Bakunin grouped in bis famous Alliance­
Varlin, Elisee Reclus, Cafiero, Malatesta, Fanelli (his emissary to 
Spain), James Guillaume, Schwitzguebel, and so on, and so on-were 

. the best men whom the Latin races had produced at that moment. I 
should say, on the contrary, that Baknnin's j udgment of men was 
wonderfully good. Read, for instance, what he wrote about Netchaieff, · 
whose good and ba.d features he had so wonderfully indicated. 
Who could add anything to his character sketch ? . 

But there was something dse in his influence upon men. What 
is most striking is the extremely high moral level of those men 
who were grouped round him i_n Western Europe as his intimate 
friends. I did not know Ba.kunin personally, but I have known .very 
intimately most of those who worked with him in the International 
Working Men's Association, and whom Marx and Engels and 
Liebknecht persecuted with their most vituperant hatred. And I 
m~intain the above in ~he face of th~se who ~at~d them so bitterly. 
History, I am sure, will confirm this appreciat10n of mine. 'l'he 
Social Revolution has certainly had amongst them qHite a phalanx of 
its best supporters and promoters. _ 

~s to th~ ~ctivity of Ba~rnnin within .th.e International Working 
Men s Associat10n, I ha' e bnefl.y ketcbed it rn my "Memoirs." At a 
time when the crushing defea t of France, the murder of 35 OOO Paris 
working men after the fall of the Commune, and the triu~ph of the 
German Empire had O,Pened a new period of reaction, which lasts till 
now, and when Ma1·x and his friends endeavoured by means of all sorts 
of intrigues to tra_nsform the International Association, created for the 
purposes of .a.di1:ect sfruggle ctgctinst cct,pitldisrn, into an arm of parlia­
mentary politics m the hands of those workers who were going to pass 

* Byelinsky was the great Russian critic in the forties. Towards the end 
· of his liJe he became Communist and Revolutionist, aud only his death pre~ 

vented his arres t. 
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. over to the Phili tine camp,-at such a time the Federalist federa­

. tions of the International, iDspired by Bakunin, became the only 
stronghold again tall European reaction. 

To Bakunin and his friend we owe thus in a great degree that in 
Latin lnnds the revolutionary f:pirit, which was widely spread by the 
International within the l,abou1· masses of these countl'ie , was main­
tained, and wa thus enabled to prevent the backward movement that 
began amid t the once Radical middle classes, from carrying with it 
the working men as well. 

Amidst these working men grew up then the young power which, 
abandoned soon by the once revolutionary Radicals, took up the 
struggle for freedom in Europe and developed gradually into Com­
munist Anarchi m, with its ideal of economical and political equality, 
and its bold negation of the exploiting of man by Capital and State 

. alike. p. KROPOTKIN. 
June, 1905. 

THE STATE AND THE UNEMPLOYED. 

Poor naked wretches, wheresoe're you are, 
That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm, 
How shall your houseless heads and unfed sides, 
Your loop'd and window'd raggedness, defend you 
From seasons such as these? -SHAKESPEARE. 

'l'hese burning words of King Lear must awaken a fierce echo in the 
hearts of the workers who have feeling and intelligence enough to 
observe and to understand what is happening around them. The 

·Government's treatment of the Leicester men after their arduous 
march ought .to arouse the indignation of the most apathetic. The 
moral courage of the btave little army that tl'amped that hundred 
miles through muddy roads and drenching rain, ill-fed, ill-clothed, and 
poorly shod, to bring home to the richest city in the world 'thir misery, 
their want, their honest wish for work, wins- our unbounded sympathy 
and admiration, and increases, if that were possible, our hatred and 
contempt of the system. that enthrals them. 

These words are easy .to write, and· no one realises better than the 
.Anarchist the futility of high-sounding phrases ilil the face of such 
suffering and injustice as their condition betokens. But let us at least 
say what we think; and in face of tpe cowardly indifference, and the 
self-seeking cynicism of the majority of the labour leaders a protest 
should be heard from the workers that should bring these weak-kneed 
ones to their senses. 

We have said recently, and we repeat it now that Gover-nment 
neither can nor will solve the unemployed question, and that even if 
some paltry attempt was made in that direction, the conditions under 
which it would be carried out would be too galling and too degrading 
for honest men to submit to. It is the ·co-operators and the trade­
unionists who must bestir themselves to provide some alleviation of 
the mise1·y into which the people are sinking. The crimes of the 
-Government and the exploiters, and the apathy of a large majority of 
-the people, are hurrying us on to a state of things that will end in an 
industrial crisis, but those who raise hopes of reforms being enacted by 
a Parliament, which is itself reeking with corruption, must indeed 
be blind leaders of the. blind. It is well-known that Government 
itself is the ·worst of employers-the march of the Raund's men 
emphasised this-and the discontent in the arsen.als, the dockyards n.Fld 
the Post-office, is evidence of the hardships that wonld be inflicted on 
the unfortunate "out-of-works" who should fall under the scourge of 
-the State. 

·It is better to face the hard and brutal fact that the cn.pitalist 
system mlust have its unemployed, and however much their numbers 
may be reduced in "good .times" they will always exi. tin sufficiently 
la1~ge numbers to act as a check on the workers' claims for better 
wages. Were it otherwise the workers would wield the controlling 
power, and could, if intelligent and energetic, enforce such claims 
against the masters as would amount to an act of expropriation. 

So we are not likely to see the unemployed problem solved tl{is side 
of th.e social evolution. But'. on the other_ band we are just as firmly 

.con:rmced th~t much good might be done if the co-operators, turning 
their attent10n to the land and helped by the trade-unions, would 
begin by organising small industrial communes. The English, it seems, 
must plod along in their own particular way, which they a1·e so fond of 
regarding as &o practical .and uperior, and here it seems ta us are 
means that answer to the English character. It leaves the vast field 
of propaganda for the true Socia!i ~t still to wo1·k in. and in this 
direction everyone can do some useful work-the more ~evolutionary 
t?e better. But by the present tactics of appealing to politicians, 
either already corrupt or on the high road to that inevitable consuma­
tion, and fostering the fatal habit of trusting to the broken reed of 

:So-called State aid, Socialism it~elf is greatly suffering. Direct action 
in this as in other things is the true road to success. 

As to. the action of the unemplo) ed in marching on London, we 
welcome it as a healthy sign. Their oppre or , who make the laws 
that keep them poor, sit here in their icious assembly. The exploiters 
who boast ?f their "'~ealth transact their chemes of robbery in the very 
heart of this great city. So we say let them march in their thousands 
on this Babylon of luxury and crime. '.l'hey will not we are sure 
shame the parasites ,:\rho batten on tbe unpaid labour of the workers: 
but by these mean~ the disinherited may begin to reali e their power, 
.and at the same time rouse the sympathies of their fellow-workers. 
The latter they have already succeeded in doing. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES, 

Italy. 
TliP •tilwAy f1' 11' .- U.•ngre.-·i.; h >1i:; cl1-a1e1 tl1~ a: r d :ill tlnnlil a to 

the i11tellig1 nee of 1 l1at organisation know11 as tl1e "l~ i t;a• to f •rr0uinrio." 
A one much-applauded peak r put it, nine rno11tlt~ ago the . trPnf{th of 
the railway men was felt to be i11effident, HO a meeti1Jg of 150 J elegates 
took place, anci !he first thing they did was to free thPruselvPs from the 
cc,ntrol of the Parliamentary group. Since then there has been R new energy 
in the movem~11t. There is still, however, much doubt a nd he~itation in the 
mincls of some of the moRt trustPd men, and it was this element in the 
strike committee tha,t led the strike Lo the ridiculous finish of an appeal to 
the deputies to make terms with the Government. uch men for their 
faint-heartedness are "likely to:Iose even more than the confi<lenc5 of their 
comrades. 

_ A new stimulant to the divergent tendencies of direct and indirect 
action is the declaration of the Pope that it is now the duty of all his 
flock to combat the Socialists in the political arena. No one kn0ws to how 
great an extent this will affect ~be Socialist Pa:rliamentary par~y. ~he 
experience of Germany would pornt to the formrng of two great parties, 
Catholic.,, ar.d Democrats;· but in Italy one cannot ignore the fact tbat the 
true energy of the Socialists .is at bo~tom purely Anarchist, and that as yet 
the bureaucratic or "reformist" ect1on has not felt strong enough to walk 
alone. Therefore it is not likely that this new element of opposition will 

· strengthen the . party of compromise, although t be ground has been well 
prepared by those who feel that it is the greatest glory of free thought to 
attack the Church. 

This anti-Cburcb campaign has, by the very nature of its purely 
negative atmosphere, t~e resul~ of quite anuil1ilating the s~nse of reverenc.e 
in the people. Yet it is to th.1~ same sense that the Piirl1amenta:y can.d1-
dates appeal. In this cond1L10n the people tnrn to the practical s1~le 
of Socialism so that one may foresee a result of the propaganda qn1te 
different to ti1at anticipa"ed by either the priest or the politician. 

. K. w. 
Australia. 

Comrade Fleming writes, to us sayi11g that the condition of ~hings in 
Melbourne is awful. Bad trade, numbers of unemployed, an<l w1J e-spread 
political corruption; tliese are the main features of what is called social life in 
that city. Anarchism, he tells us, is spreading. while "Dabonr Member' ' is 
used as a term of reproach. He enclosPs a cutting fro!U the lVIelbowrne Age, 
which gives a long account of the. May Day celebrations. . . 

After describing th e great preparations of the Labour party, with their 
bands and banners, three lorri es for platforms, and a long list of speakers, it 
goes on to say :-

Notwithstanding this great display of rhetorical talent, Mr. Fleming 
proved far and away the most powerful attraction. An immense crowd 
assembled round the standard of Anal.·chy. The orators of the Yarra Bank, 
as a rule, use strong language. Theil' iights are lurid and tbe.ir colom:s 
Tivid. Mr. Fleming is a past master in the art, and _he delighted lns 
hearers immensely. He opened out by attacking Parliament as one of the 
institutions inimical to the true freedom of the people, and the Labour party 
incidentally · as clefe_nders of it. "~hose rascals ove.r the way," ~e s'.1-id, 
pointing to the speakers on the lorries, "are only usrng your orgamsat1ons 
to get fat 1illets in Parliament ancl keep you in the gutter. They only want 
to rule others. There's Martin Hannah, a nice article he is to rule other 
men · and Stephen Barker, a man who boasted that he had got a man 
nine ~11onths in gnol-another nice article to be a ruler of men. '!'hey 
won't rule me. I would rather die an Anarchist. Tlien there's that 
political' shyster' MalonPy. I'll spoil his little game. He's just been to 
Japan." 

"Rats," interj ec tr.d a bystander. 
"Yes," continued Mr. Fleming, "he saw rats. That's why he came 

back." Quotatio11s from Emerson and Spencer, Byron and ~hakespeaTe, 
Kropotkin and Knrl .Marx, interspersed with tirades against existing 
institutions and denunciations of his adversaries, made up the staple of 
Mr Fleming's speech, which was delivered with a certain rough readiness 
which held the attention of the crowd. 

Norway. 
In the Scandiuavian countries Socialism is eag1n-ly Jiscussecl among tl1c 

young, Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, each having its own "A.lliance of 
Socialist Youth." Each group (Union) publishes its special organ, '' ell printed 
and, as in the case of the Swedish Brand, illnst.rated. The Danish union has 
recently announced that it belongs to no political party; it also accepts 
Anarchist articles for its review, Ny Tid (New Times), although as a boily the said 
union is Marxist. The Swedish nnion is yet more advanced, denouncing super­
stition in the shape of religion, militarism, and authority. At congresses its 
delegat.es have openly leclared theil' disbelief in Parliamentarism, and have not 
been afraid (as arc English Socialists) to discuss the merits of the General 
Strike as a labour weapon, although, paradoxically, they suggest its utility as; a 
means to gain manhood suffrage. Hinke Bergegren, thei1: be_st speaker,. and 
editor of Brand, frequently lectu.res, and has enthusrn.st1cally acclauned 
Anarchistic idealism, while contending that mnch can be <lone by the Social 
Democratic party, whose conservatism he fights hotly. There are also several 
large Revolutiouary-Socialist unioils in , weden, n1eeting.s being constantly held. 
Owing to this a.ud Brand' circulation of 9,000 copies, their influence tells widely 
among the workers. There are J .. narchists in these unions. 'l'he S.D. party has 
also founded an Alliance for its youth, whose meetings. however, appeal more 
to the eocial side of the movemeut, dances being frequent. The Norwegian 
.Alliance, although influenced by does not belong to the S. D. party, and permits 
both the inclusion of Anarchist members and the free discussion of Anarchism 
in.its clubs. Its review, Det tj)Oth A.arhimd1·ede (The 20th Century}, is edited in a 
Social-Democratic spirit, yet Comrade Hansteen, who edits the Anarchist paper 
Til Frihet, hopes to \Hite an article for it. This duly shows the fraternal and 
generous spirit that controls candinavian libertarian literature. We much 
regr et to state that Kristofer Hansteen, who sen t us the matter for this note, 
lies 011 a sick bed in very fragile h ealth. He has been ailing more or less for 
some time, and his strength no longer permits him to carry on the work of 
his paper. ingle-handed, and with indomitable Anarchist courage, he has 
worked for freedom and Til Frihct till he dropped. Now, amid great bodily 
weakuess aud the loneliness of a wage-earner's sick bed, he rallies to gr~et his 
English comrades through Freedom, and to say a word on the Scandinavian 
movement. N oue who knew him when in England some few years since forgets 
the frank, courteous, clear-hearted comrade who found his Wa) into Freedom, 
office one day, and from that momrnt for some eighteen months helped to 
"comp" and bring put the paper, assuming the labour in that spirit or true 
comradeship of whir.h we write and read much, et far too seldom meet in prac­
tice. Heartfelt greetings, then, to our ailing friend, and best wishes for his 
recovery. 



20 FREEDOM. June-July, 1905· 

.-\. y L the ocinli. t forces of -orway are no powerful enou crh to wholly 
bin.· the nntion · polic • under it p re C'nt everancc from ,,·ede1i. 13 tw~eu 
tb choice ol' becoming n republic or remaining a monarchy the pop~lnr voice 

ems for the latter, whil of i ts leading pirits some are for the. retc~mon _of the 
l'nion other. for it tli olution. As to the fear .that Russia w11l gain the 
ascen<le1icr in the two countrie in ccurse of time, the permi ion of Enror e 
won Id cloi1bll . have to be fir t gaine L l\IP.1mw~1ile, both ocia~i ts ancl 
An:ncLi I: will be edncatillg he people to nobler ideals than are nfe under 
monarchie 

Russia. 
till the bitter strnggle continues between the dying autocracy and its 

ri en cnptive-the people. Ennt follow event~; every dn.) a f1·e h massacre 
of women and ch ildre11 leads to some fierce repnsal on the part oF the students 
or workf'rs . Who, on Pl eh;·e s death, on July 2 th l ast.' woultl have im~giued 
that \Yi thiu Olle ycar:of t he fall Of that k,eystone Of orpreSSlOD tl!e Wll?le echfice Of 
bnrf'aucratic power would crumble in p1e?es over his gra:•e. 1 et tin and much 
m or e is what has h appened. Not only is bureaucracy in the meltrng pot, but 
blood shaken to its foundations. And all wi t hin twelve months. o is tlie 
T nr1lom is of fhe countless political martyrs or the fo~·tresses and i.i.Jeria avenge~l. 
For never again is it possible that an autocrat can r1ngn over ~nss1a, 11 ever agam 
will ministers and police Jrn.ve the i'Ower to stamp on the right. of thl' people 
as they have done for two centuries. The old orJ.er under Time's relentless 
hanJ. cha11aes for the new· the Russia that was is dead; a new Russia, baptised 
in. tear a1~cl blood rises t~ face the worl<l , its future brilliant with possibili-
1'ies. Who cares what the fate of the Tsar may be ! Who but is touched to 
the quick with profound sympathy, iuterest, ·and solicitude for the yon~g nation 
that h as broken its bonds and is :fighting its wa) to fr eedom with such 
sublim e co ntempt for death, such fi erce determination to win! Even the 
th e phl <'gmatic English workman is stii;reu . It was the. day after. R~ll Snnl~ay 
wh en a ll'Orkcr in a tram turned to his fellow and began rn the wnter s hearmg 
to r end foo t hall details from a sporting paper. " Drop that," .sni1l the ot~er 
shortly, "lhink of yrsterday in Russia and what those poor devils are fig htrng 
for!" Whrn an English workman can forget footba.ll to v onder over the 
sorrr1~ ·of au alien yieopl<', it means somc·thing i ~ }Jass in g 

1
that l1as r ou~e~ t~e 

l1eart of t h e world . Bnt Red unday 11ales bel'o r e the Cossack at rocities i.n 
Polnn cl of the past few da\'s. The list of kill eu during one week's conflict 
iimnunts t0 561, the wonrnl ed over 700-all worker , rQ,any bPing ll'Omen ancl 
ch'ililr <' n . i3nt the m or hrntal tlie Tsar's oldier" tlie rn or" Llog_v(·d the resist­
a11 cr offr-r rll in the oprn or behind street barricades. Th ere is 110 downi11g the 
tier e Polish >;pirit 11ow Lhor onghly rou sed , th e one mi sf'o rtn11 e b1•ing that the 
r e,·0Jntio1in1·y co mrniLtfeS arc not uni.ted as to their plan of campaig11 . However, 
betweP n thPJn thi11gs are made unpl easant for the autho.riti1· , a11'.l neither 
bnll l'ts nor Cossack whips can now stay the wave of r~belhou sw e<> ptng across 
th e co n1 1try. As soon as the insnrrectionary movem ent seems suppre:-;:;1~d in one 
place i t brl':iks out in au other; silenced th ere, it rev ives iu th e old . ln Geo rg i<t 
the prafnn t movement gro.ws daily stronger, tl1e Caucasus seethes, .the whole 
]rnge fabric or once independ ent countries that forms the 'l'sar's empire totters 
to i ts ha. e, and unless he chooses to fa ll with it, every concession demanJeLl by the 
people must be granted . 'I'h e Georgians are willing to forego s~par.ation , but 
they intem1 to regain their 011ce antonomous existence a~1d r estitution of the 
Georaian lan a unae in the schools anrl l aw comts, all of which were wrested from 
th em

0 

abont R!'ty
0 

years ngo. Wh eth<'l' there is to be . a_ Co~stitu.ti?n ur not ~n 
l~ussi:i -for a· yet t11c l eaders of public thought are dividetl rn op 11110~1 as to ~ts 
dl'sirabili l.y-- tl1is is certaiJ1, that every Government department will see its 
])O\Hl' 111 0 .. lifi P<l if not r escinded. The thousand petty restrict i n.11s, the police 
l'<'g11J ntio11s, t11::it fet tered every step of ft' f'e speech Ol' thoug ht lit t11 e schools 
~nd homrs oF R11ssia nre even uow passing. oon they will be dPad . E~·P.n 1; ow 
the 0<Wel'lllllent d r O] s th e proj ec ted 1Wl'sec11tiou or Maxim Gorky. They Ja.re 
11ot bri ng him to trial. 'From" evnry c0 1·n1·r of the . world yonng ltnss ians are 
)111rryi11 g hom11 wanls, sacrifir.ing th eir proi:;pr·r.t . , sinki ng the i.r p1'np -rty, intent 
only on gPtting hnck in tim e to pnt in a blow for fr eedom. ls there a 
i:;i1 .glr l. r ri rt in th e nniv crsc bnt r1•spo11•ls to the indomit::ible determination of 
11 11 "" ' l ''"'l nt all otld t o ?<"in this fight a!!ninst 0pprP"Si<111 an1l au tor.racy, or 
tl ur 1'11l.· t ,, l'\' l'Pl'<'J H·r ~ th e 1111sr·lli.· l1 d!' \'0°li n1 1 tli;it. prn111ptt; 11 1r. 11, 1vom c11, n.llll 
c1iil.!r1·11 :dik e to face bnllds n. 11 l -a s1 1:n.gll soldiery wi th t.lir· st .. i•· al courage of 
VPte ra n troo r s? Their blood will notltrn spilt in vain as far as tl1 e rl' ge 11 cration 
of th eir cn nntry goes, anJ. as l'or th os·~ who connseland permit sneh hntc hBries­
from th e Tsar downwards they will be called to account. For th e R r· volntion is 
com e. 

South America. 
Tn cnr May i. sue a few wol'lls wer e S(l id as to th e Prnfpstrr. of Buenos 

Ayr<" . \~Te r f'gr et to learn from a comrade that the paper Jin,., si111·1~ i.Jefnl worse 
l1 a11.Jlcd fl1au was tlionght. No copy has r r.n.ehed us late r t.lt:i11 ~ l ny 26th, and 
w r. lrnrn th::it the offi ce lrn s ber.11 rl r.h11itC' ly r losed by the ::i11ll111 l'i t ir·s, and for a 
ti111 P. . nt }Past, our 1:0 11tPmpornry is snpp r e. sRrd. To r ef'f'l' t 11 011r i11f'ormant: 
Tl11~ \\' Ork l11nt llf, /'9-rJ/,,sta " 'flS doi 11g on hrhalf of t lrn •10\\'J1trodd1·11 n.11r1 its 
l111dr1·:t111t·of' rrs11lts lwcame a compromisiug affai r for th e a utltol'iti cs. l ts issue 
of ni11 e to lru thousnnd copies daily, rxpo ing the robbf'l'y r.arried on by the 
Q .. v1 ·rn rnP11t, ns wt>ll n its <'xposnrr. or thP. capitalist creed, became too stron O' 
fur th r "big bugs" to stand .. Artrr a stf?ces.sion of p:irtinl strik· ·~ i 11 l" V<~ r~ 
t'raL1P thronghont the CC• tllltl'y (tins a!rUosan1 berng an excu e for slloot i11 g d111yn 
the ."' orl,<'rn ), La .f!?·ofesta organis.ed a Genna] trike of two dnys as a J1r 11 trst . 
aga1n ~t the aFor"s::ilfl outrage. This was completely succrssfol, an1l the Govl'l'n­
mn!t. thPn nnder.st~ocl the powrr of the paper. Then it wn.s that a pret· ·rid1Hl 
JH,J1tical plot was smrnlatetl. W::irrants could thus be issu ed For the a nest or '1 1! 
~· dnngprous p er ons." Albert Ghirahlo, the brave, ontsµ ok<'n cd itol', and oth Pr 
comrad e· were at 011 cr. captured nncl sent n.s prisonf'l'. on ho:ir ·I n. mn.n-of-wnr. rt 
js F1•are1l tl1nt l' \T f' l'.Y 1,-ing ]'l'etext will be seized to COlill" ·t tlir. l1wlf.'1''i nF 

o::iali t antl. Auarchi ·t thought with the preten11P-d 111 0 , : ' 1.h ,tt they m·i y 1.,. 
in 1·arnrrat11cl for year.. Pri on is invariably th e lot of 0 11t. pokeu 1i1 e11 , · nltd 
t ,honrrli one may grieve over their sad lot, is it not tl1us that Soci ali,; 1n 
111r •ads? 

. RELIEF FUND 
For Russian Revolutionists. 

Previon ·ly flc:knowledged 
• '. 0 . Potter . . . . 
C'ollec~ed b~ · T~t>ed~ iomra.Je~ .. 

£ s. d. 
2 17 0 
5 0 0 
0 l 0 

£'.) 3 0 

A:n.. .Appeal £o:r "F:reedom." 

The difficu lty of printiug Freedom in these tirn~s of depres ion compels 
us to a k all friends and ympathisers to render what fi.1t.a.ncial assistance· 
they can to enable us to appaar regularly. 
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