
JOURN ... ~i..L OF ANARCfIIST C01\t1MUNTSM 

VoL. XIX.-No. 199. AUGU T, 1905. ~10NTHLY; ONE PENNY 

ELIS EE RECL US. 
By P. KROPOTKIN. 

(Trnn ·lated from Temps oiiveciu. ") 
On Tuesday, July 4th, the telegraph wires brought us the news of 

Elisee Reclu:-;' de?ttih which had ta.ken place' on th::iit mor:niug in a 
Belgian villacre not far from o~tend. About three weeks previously the 
attacks of an,r;inci pecto1·is, from which he had Jong suffered, and which 
all but carried him off la, t spring, began to retnrn, becoming more and 
more frequent and pa.infnl. Before this bi:-> friend thought that be 
might, with ups and downs, yet live and wol'k. fol' a few years. But 
now the organism which had battled till tbe11 so b1·avely visibly gave 
way. 

"His last moment of happ in ess," w:·ites a friend, " was on 
Monday afternoon-just a few hours before hi ~ deRtb. ; it came as he 
heard the re:i.ding of a telegram from Rn:ssia-probably concerning the 
uprising at Odessa. His la.st completed work was the preface to Man 
and the Ea1·th, for the Russian edition ; bnt emu 11p till Saturdn.y he 
was able to dictc.tte some notes for- his work .'' · 

It is known that his l:ist effort to speak in pnblic was made in 
Paris at a meeting organised by oui· comrades to ex.pt·ess the sympathy 
of F·renchmen for the Rus!'ian revolutionary movement. He came 
purposely for this from Brussels . . " But," he wrote to me, " the sight 
of ·this fine revolution;:i.ry youth impresRed me so strougly that I was 
forced to sit down ag;tin after two minutes." . . 

With Elisee R eclu;; the revolutional'y movement of the whole 
w_orld loses one of its finest figui~es, one of its most ardent and whole­
hearted defenders. And science loses in him one of those who have 
best felt and expre sed the bond which binds man to the wh_0lE1 Ea;·th, 
as well as to that cJrner of the globe where he stmggles, suffers and 
rejoices. 

Elisee Reclns was born on March l.5th, 1830, in the Gironde, at 
Saint-Foy-la-G r·;:inde. Hi:s 'father was a Protestant pastor-a quite 
remarkable m~m, one of th;:it vigornus race which had upheld many 
struggles to m<1.intain its right of believing otherwise than was ordained 
by the Church; a man who lived his whole life loving the peasant, the 
tiller of the soil. One day, at the age of seventy, he saw in the fields 
a young peR.Srlnt bu1·yiog a hor e, dead from anthrax . "You are 
young," tbe old man s:-tid to him, "and yon are i·isking yonr life. I 
am old. R eturu home! I will bury the ;:inimal." Tbe peasant 
refused-he insisted; ::i.nd he worked witb the ·pa<le alone the whole 
day. At uightf.all the heavy bea·t was. burir-id. 

Tlie mothe1· of R eclus wa.s nlso a wonderful woman. She had 
spent hel' wh le life in te?tchincr in n. scliool of bet' own foun,dation. 
She was alt'en,dy nearing seventy when she realised th~lt thel'e was a 
g;tp in her teaching. She did not know physic~. Tl1en she set herself 
to learn it-collf;Ci ntiously-and at Lbe end of a yeal'· she was al~eady 
tea hit1g it, to her pnp·ils. 

The fa.mily wn. nume1·ous; tbeee were twelve children, of 
whom Elie was r,he eldest and Eli .. ce the · $GC01lrl. They were very 
poo1·, ::.ncl it i. from tlto e time. tba.t Eli ·ee gained and kept 
all hi life a re pect fol' b1·ecbcl, which wa in his youth so often 
his only food, and one to which he returned so willingly. A piece of 
bread and an apple, 01· some grapes, wa R-ll he l'equired to live and 
wm~. . 

He received hi, fir t U niver ity edncH.tion at the Protestant faculty 
of l\fontanl><Lll. Hi:; fa.ther wi. bed him to become a pa:tor. Bnt he 
early 1·id ftim s.;elf of 1·elicriolls pr jndice-, and with his brother Elie soon 
left fo1· l3t>1·liu, whe1·e the cr1·eflt geogr.1pber Karl Ritter was then 
attracting a youth anxion. to lewn b.i g1·eat and beautiful genernli:;a­
tion about t lie lif of the earth Rnd it:; inhabitant . The two brother-s 
mn.cle a great pint of the jonl'lley on foot, accompnnied hy a dog, for 
whom in tlte eveoincr the ·oup wit ' re en·ed, whil t t~-:ey coutenteJ 
them elve' with d1·y brearl. 

I do not know where Eli. ee was <luring the Revol 11t inn of 1848. bnt 
the facts are tha.t after the oup cl'Etat of 1 - l tl1e t\\'o bl'others were 
fo1·ced to lea.ve Fl'ance. Eli ee then ~pent six yeat'ti tnLvelliilg. He 
lived in frela.nd, whe1·e he e.o\ponsed with R.Jl hi:-; a1·dl)11r the cau:se of the 
Irish people, . tarve::l hy the English, who had rnbbed theru of theil' 
land and killed theil' l'l1ml inclu tries . 

He joul'tleyed through the fawishiug village , and he thus knew 
tl1e fri,.,Ji ill their every<lA.y life of hunger and mi ery, and be loved 
tbem alwi:tys, for Rll time. After tltis he went to the United State., 
and then to U.1lumbia and Guiana-a journey which he describe<l in :t 

little book of e qni .. iLe luveliness, A Joiime.IJ to the ie1·m i\ evadci of St. 
J,fcwtlw, nnd which nftenvm·d inspired l1im with soma of . the most 
beautiful geueral i::;nti ons of his wo:·k,. 2.1/ie Ecwth. Fr'om this journey 
he brought back a hatl'ed of sla '9'e1·y and a love fo1· the bla.ck races 
outrnged by the whites. 

In 1857 he i·etumed to F1·ance. Enl'ope wRs awakiug to that 
great movement which produced tbe 11p1·isings of Garibaldi, the libera­
tion of ~ ~ pa1·t of Italy, and the abolition of serfdom in Russia. The 
United St.ates were already commencing then the campaign which was 
t.o abolish fo1· eve1· the a.bomination of sln.ve1·y. 

Natu1-al 1'ciences were eutering at the same time into that period or 
awn.kening which tl'ausfonned during the years 1856-62. the entire 
aspec.t of modern knowledge. Elisee Reclns answe1·ed to tlii.- double 
cuneut, hurn:rnitaria.n 1tnJ scientific. He cunt1·ived to iuterest the 
French in the great sln.very abolition struggle which then began in 
Am e1·ica.. He threw hitpself into t.he n.nti-impel'ial movement which 
was outlining itself iu Frn.nce in the sixties, and he took part in the 
conspiracie::; of the time against the Empire. 

But a new movement was aheady beginning-the rousing of the 
FreLclt poorer classes, which was to stir t.he wod{iJJg rne11 of the two 
hemisphe1·es, and Elisee participated in the birth of this movement. 
From 1865 ol1 he already belonged to the Internation:·tl Vlo1·king 
Men's AssociH.tion; he identified him self with tltis movement from the 
time of the fil'st meetings by which it wris fo1-med in 1864 ; and long 
before the Alliance of Bakuniu was founded Elisee Reel us already 
belonged to the seceet association also founded by Bakuniu in Italy in 
1864, and known as the Inten1ationn.l Fraternity au nsi,;ociation, , 
dissolved in 1869 

In fact, Elisee wn.s a Communist hmg before the foundat ion nf the 
International (his brothe1· Elie, a convinced Fonrierist, published a.. , 
Fourierist pape1· during the Empire), aud the g1·eat Asi:iociatio_n of 
Working Men did nothing beyond offe1·ing to the French Communist& 
a new international field of action. 

Towards the end of the Empire Elisee was in Paris, FI nd had his. 
monumental work, 2.1he Ea1'th, published in 1867-68; the tirst volume 
of thi:s \Yol'k, The Continents, placed him immediately in the foremost. 
rank d geogl'Rplie1·s of onr time.*' Like everything which Elisce bas. 
.wl'itten. t.!1.is i::; a work of l'emarkable beauty. Frnm the lJe~iuning te> 
the e11d t lie manner of explaining the general ideas, or of de ci·ibing 
ce1·taill fe:'..t.u1 ·e · of N<ttm·e, has a force, a beauty, and a g1·rwefu lness. 
which, with t,J1e PXC•3plion of Alexander von Humboldt, ha~ no equal in 
the whole litemtme of the centUl'y. I was telling him ont'e how I was 
struck in Madrid, as 1 deeply enjoyed the w01·ks of Muriilo, with tbis 
idea-" Why does the beau tiful ljve for centuries?" "The lJeautif nl ?'t' 
Elisee replied ; " but that is an iclec~ thoiight out in detc~il." And siuce 
then, every time that I read a page of his, I remembered this definition. 
Murillo's Madonna would not be beciutijul were it not tlmt every 
detail-he1· hauds, her hair, down to the folds of he1· gal'rnent,­
harmonised with the fundamental ide1L of the picture: th e ec,;tasy of 
pure love.. In the same way a page by Eli ee would l~> ·e. its beci~.ty· 
if the f uudamental idea were not so well thought out rn its detatls~ · 
that every detail, every seconda.1·y ideit, comes to frame, to enforce the­
original idea of a given pH.ge, chapter, pamphlet, or book. 

Wheu the wal' of 1870-71 broke ont and Paris w:1.· besieged, 
Elisee Reclu;:; in. cribed him. elf in the National Guard, a11d joined the· 
company of aero11auts, directed by llis friend, the photogr<1pl1er Nad1:1· ;. 
Rnd be helped in that orgn.ni ation, mH.rvellous for the tiniP, by which 
be ·ieged Paris was kept in reg11Lu· commnuicittion _with .t.lie pl'oviuce 
unoccupied by the Ge1·mans. But events moved quickly w t.l10::;e ~ays~ 
The revolutionary Socialist energy accumulated in France, a ud especially 
in p,u·is, during the la t few yea1· of the Empire could not '}lend itself 
in pure loss without the bur::;ting of the cloud, and withont. leaving at;. 
least a landmark for the future. The i·evolution of March 18th broke· 
out in Pil.ri ; the Commune was proclaimed. 

Here Eli. ee, who had a.lway felt him elf one of the people, gave 
the true ex~i.mple of ·how a revolutionist ought to act in a popular 
i·evolution. While the Blanqui~t leade1· and the Jacobi11i~t .. Hcceptetl 
po t in the Government of the insul'gent city, and ernn the Federali ·tJ. 
Intel'nationali t accepted their nominations to the _Cuuncil of the 
Commnne, Eli,·ee shouldered his rifle and remained in the n111k of one 
of the battalions of the revolted "federes." His brothel' Elie, a 
devotee of ancient art, placed him elf nnder Vaillant, n ncl 1·escnerl in 

* A short summary of thii volume exists, writteu f 1r all, :ind p.ib1Ls r1cu uy 
Hachette at the price of one 1'1 a IC. 

(Continued on page 23.) 
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LABOUR NOTES. 

It does oi1e good to fiocl that, after all, th e present political fPver among 
Labonr rnen has not retarded the progress of Aua.rchist ideas. Why, even 
Justice, no longer hopiug a11ytbi11g from the L.R.C., can a.fford for the 
mowent to try and analyse th e political "StatP,'' aud in doing S1J, as our old 
friend Morri;;on Davids(,n shows iu Reynolds' , comes to the inevitable 
AnarchiMt conclusion. Has the recent vi:;it to France helped H. M. Hynd­
man to break with the Hegelian phil osophy on this point? If i:>O, let us hope 
otherR will assist him to rid himself of a few more Marxian cobwobs. Only 
somehow, even snch a doctrinaire as he, while occasioually coming out 
splenrlidly on some poh1t, will again return to his vomit as soon as someone' 
has Llte courage to apply the tea.chiug. AlH1 so long as there are a11y poli­
tical arnbitiuns li11geri11g about this i.~ s:1re to be the case. 

*' *' 
The time has now come when : few questions shonld be put' to the 

L1bonr po1iticians. Already a lot of money bas been spent ; mnclt ruore will 
be rE>qnired. Some unions, or rather some members of the uuions, are 
beginning to chafe. The Amalg<~mated Society of R'1- il way St'rvants are in 
for an internal struggle on this question. Legal opinion has been taken, 
and it sieems this is : "That no trade uniou can levy for political purposes 
unless til e rules distinctly state so.» This would seem to imply that money 
paid ont of the fund;i for such pnrpose is aJ,.,o i llegal. So there is little 
doubt but that the thousauds so far spent by th e L.R.C., are for the most 
part' money illegally taken from the union fnnrls of the various socie):;ies 
affiliated. Of course this dot's unt apply to the two tiny Socialist bodie~, 
the I.L.P. and the F<tbian . Wha.t really has happened is-these two 
are perfectly logical aud sensible in this business, the unious are being 
p lucked. 

:!:< * -:!< 
This would not be so serious if tbe <·ffic ials of the unions -were retain­

ing their old activity on the purely econo111ic ground. But what progress 
l.tas the trade uuion mov!:'m!:'nt made dnring the last fivp years 1 Bracti- . 
cally 11one. In many cases the un ions have goue Lack. Where bas the old 
fightiDg spirit of the "New" tracle nnion movement gone? Ali the active 
men who ten to fifteen years ago were shaking up the dry bones of the 
old skill ed nui ous, aud securing such economic improvements for their 
members that the capitalists were "'cared almost out of their skins, are now 
busily engaged wooing constituencies to seud them to Parliament to talk. 
"The day of the agitator has gone ; · the day of the legislator has come," 
said the man who led the Dock Strike, a year or two after securing his seat 
in Parliament. And that l'<pirit now runs right throngh the La.bonr 
movement.. Soft seats at St. Stephen's are much nicer than hard knccks 
with employers ! 

* * * Not only so, bnt if anyone dare to doubt the wonderfnl things that are 
going to happen when a score or two of Labour (1) men get into the House of 
Commons, why "he is a traitor" ! If oue asks, What has been accomplished 
by those already there 1 "You muat wait till their number is increased" is 
the reply. But fifty or eveu a hundred-what thP-u 1 Why they could turn 
out Goverrimects ! Could they? Only by playing the game for one or 
other section of their opponents. We have heard a lot about Australia! Let 
us hope that the idiots who have been bamboozled by Labour politicians as to 
the wond<->rs accomplished there by similar tactics have read Lhe articles in 
the Clarion by Tom Maun . Though himself a politician, he bas innocently 
shown that in tho e part where the unions are weak Labour is exploited to 
the full. And so it woulrl be here. L'lbour meu iu Parliament could <lo 
uothi11 g to preve11t it. 

*** 
Direct action with the employer by orgauised Labour could do more in 

one year to impro' c tlie conditions of the workers than a century of twa<ldle, 
resulting in so-called "labour laws," would do in a centnry. Even such 
poor creatures a the hop a,si tants are slowly finding this out. Just 
recently in • wansea our friend John Turner, who has <levoted the best 
years of his life to organi ing hi colleague~, ncceeded in obtaining snch 
improved term of ervice for eventy or eighty members in one large hcuse 
there that could not have l>een got from Parliament at all. It means over 
£600 a year in their pocket:i; elght to ten hours work week less, better food, 
and many minor improvements. What has been <lone there could be 
managed else where if only they woulcl organise and act. 

* "" '*"'' 
Combine SU,'.!h action with the mutual help of one another, and the 

demands of the workpeople would be irresistible. Uufortnnately, when 
the mouey is wanted to wa te in electioneering, there is a disposition to 
economise in other direction . The fighting men ·of a .fpw year ago are 
now all for conciliation in Labour di putes. Men who have the courage to 

act must Le restrained, and the funds that should have supported them are 
pent in sending, or trying to send, the leaders to make laws. This is the 
itnatiou that will create Anarchistfl. A few years of Litter political dis­

appoiotmeut will do more for the Anarchist movement than years of theo­
retical talk. Another decade will see tbe Anarchists take the lead in the 
Eugli h L abour movemeut. ·At least, it will be the fault of the Anarchists 
if they dou't. Already the rauk and file are disgusted with the vanity of 
the wouW-be law-makers! 

PLAIN DEALER. 

LITERARY NOTE. 

THE GENERAL STRIKE. 

. Tbe German Anarchist paper, Der Fraie Arbeite?', has brought out., as a 
first instalment of its "German Working Man's Library," a forty-eight­
page pamphlet, "The Social General Strike," by Arnold Roller, which t"lis­
cusses the whole question in a very comprehensive way. The pamphlet was 
immediately confiscated by the Government, but our copy has reached us. 

The author begins by showing in this pamphlet how the idea of a 
g eneral strike has developed lately, notwithstanuing the opposition of the 
Social Demo:.!racy of alf countries, aud how it is imposed upon the working 
men by the very iu<lustrial developments. Now it wins ground in Germany 
(where Dr. Friedeberg is its active advo.cate), as everywhere else. Not the 
"political general strike," as the Social Democrats like to say, but the 
general strike of the working man, which, uu<ler favourable conditions, 
may lead to a social uprising. 

The author examines next how recent events have proved the possibility 
of 2, nearly general str ike, and how eveB the partial strikes, when they 
atfect a. vital branch of production, rapidly genera lise if they last for. sor:1e 
time, gradually envelopiug a uumber of connected branches. And be dis­
cusses 11ex.t what the workers will have to do if they stop proclitction while 
they must continue to consume. Placed in such conditions, society evidently 
will have to resort, first, to its accumulated stores of ·provisions, and ne.xt, 
see that none but those who work on useful things shonld have a right to 

, the common stores., A general strilu', if it lasts for some time and leads to 
a proletarian revolution, has evidently the advantage of .putting the conflict 
between the working and the ruling classes. on its proper footiug of a conflict 
betwPen Capital and Labour~ The strugglP, if struggle there comes, is 
fought at least on its proper g1ound . The effects of such a strike- on the 
army, ·aud the impossibility of armed interveution from without if the 
strike !'1prea<ls to other -countries1 are considered next and then the author 
examines the reorganisation of industry which ought to result. The 
extremely intE>resting inquiry which was, opened on this point in June, 
1902, by the Frencl1 cent.ral trade unions' organ, La Voix dit Peuple, is 
mentioned under this headipg. The luxury trades declared in that .inquiry 
quite uuanimously that they would dissolve .and take to other trades, while 
all the uuions iu the useful and necessary trades declared that they should 
remain and immediately ]Jf'OCeed with the supply of other branches of 
production with the produce necessary for their work, as well as with the 
Socialist or Communist reorgauisalion of their re ,pective trades. · 

A ::,hort but very instructive history of the · general strike idea, and of 
the more or less ~eneral strike of the last few years follows,_ and 
the pamphlet concludes with a very usefnl bibliography of the subject. 
The chief literature is by onr French comrades and by the Coniite de 
Propagande de la Greve Ger. erale, which was nominated in 1903 by the 
Freuch L':tbour Congress. Besides tbe ab~)\Te -named weekly, La Voi.i: du 
Peuple, au<l the newly-started monthly, L'Action Directe (Direct Action), 
there are a number of parnphlet:s by the Rev_o lutionary Socialist Studeuts of 
Paris, the above-named Corumittee of Propaganda, G. Ivetot, E. G irault, 
and A. Bourcliet, as also a tltick (3fr. 50c.) volume of inquiry, published 
by the Mouvement Socialiste review. In German there is, besides the above 
analysed pamphlet, a pamphlet by S. Nacht (translated into different 
lauguages), and one by Dr. Friedeberg (1904). Several pamphlets have also 
been pnblished in Spaui:;h, Italiau, Dutch (by Dome la Nieu wenhnis, 1904), 
Poduguese, Polish and Russian. Iu Engli:>h there i:> the report to the 
Dublin Congress of the Agriculr,ural Labour Unions in 1903, entitled" Anti­
Militarism and General Strike," and addressed to the Cungress by the 
French delegates. It has been translated into German. 

Altogether, a p"amphlet simi.\ar to the one just mentioned, dealing with the 
whole question in about the same way, but with the English working man 
and hi:> struggles in view, would be very desirable. 

REPORTS. 

" W ouderland," \Vhitechapel, was packP.d on the occasion of t he Bakunin 
commemoration meeting ou July 2nd, hundreds being unable to get in. The 
proceedings were enth usiastic thr.oughout. 0. :Mowbray wn.s .chairman, and the 
speakers were M. Greenstein (in Russian), Sachs (Yiddish), Withington 
(English), Morleit, Wilke, and R. Rocker (German) . 

.A meeting in memory of Elisce Reclus was held on Monday, July 10, at 
N ew Alexandra Hall, Jubilee Street, Mile Encl, and the speakers and audience 
showed their great regret at the loss of onr valiant and well-beloved comrade, 
and appreciation of his lifelong efforts Oil behalf of the oppressed of all nations. 
The story of his life which we [ rint this month should stir up every comrade to 
help Oil the cause of Anarchism fo r which Reclus fought so untiringly. 

*** The article on " Bakunin" in last month's issue was stated, in error, 
to have been written for the Workers' Friencl. It was, however, written 
specially for the Bakunin numbers of Germinal (London) and Der Freie A.rbeite·r 
(Berlin), 

* * * Any books on Anarchism, Socialism, or kindred subj.e~ts 
forwarded (if obtainable) on receipt of order and cash. Inqumes 
answered on receipt of stamped envelope. 
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(a oncluded jnYJn page 1). 
the cellal's, during the bombardment and conflagration, almo t under 
the fire and the words of the Versailles men, the trea LU'es of the Louvre 
-and of the ational Library. 

Frnm the very outset the Commune had had in view a so1·tie to 
Ve1·sailles, and this sortie took place on the first clay of .A p1·il. Elisee, 
gun in hand, participated in it. He was taken pri oner on the plain 
of Ohatillon, and he drank the full measure of phy ical suffe1·ing and 
in ·ults to which the triumphant bourgeoisie ubjected it prisoner . 

" On our entry to Ve1·sailles the crowd of bourgeois, with their 
gallant dames banging on their arms, received us with all imaginable 
insults whilst we, with bound arms, filed past them. One man-I 
tbouo-ht I recogni ·ed in him a member of the Geogrn1 hical Society­
struck me a heavy blow on the head, calling out, ·" Oh, the villain ! " 
His lady struck me with her sunshade. . . . After all the fatigue of 
·the previous night I fainted." 

Then came all the hol'rors of the plain of S:u·tory . . . the 
sentinels fo·ing point blank on whosoever dared rise, tirnd ?f wallow­
ing in the mud . Every day batches wern led oft to be shot. . . . 'l'hen 
came Brest. It was only at the prison of Mont. St. Michel that they 
breathed for a short time. 

But all the scientific men of England then awoke. Dar.win, 
Wallace, W. Carpenter, and many others of other nations signed a 
petition demanding the liberation of the great geographer, who bad 
been condemned to transportation in November, 1871. In January, 
1872, this sentence was commuted into banishment, and Elisee was 
able to join his brother Elie at Zurich . 

The first thing he wrote in . Switzerland was 'l'he Sto1·y oj a 
Mountciin, a companion vol nme to his Stor·y of a B1·oolc, perhaps 
the most beautiful of all his writings, wherein he thanked the 
mountains of Switzerland for the service they had rendered him in 
allowing him to regain a sort of mental equilibrium after all he had 
lived through and suffered during the civil war. For in this Elisee 
Reclus and Goethe are at one. As for the one, so for the other, all 
Nature lives-the mountain, the stream, the fo1·est are all brothers and 
s isters to man. 

Reclu rema.ined where be wa ·. He took bi· 1 lace nmongst tho. e 
whom the aoverning clns. e and tbe , 'ocinli t · of b.e Government had 
place l out ide the la,w; and he did it o well, so frankly, so ?pe1.1ly, 
that the governina cla · es of very pa1-ty, who were at th1 · time 
exploiting the Republic, vowed an implacaule hatred to the Reclus 
family-at lea t, to its entire revolutionai-y branch. 

Paul Reclus wa implicated in the pro.-ecution of ':the 'l'bil'ty." 
His old fatbe1·, Elie, was arrested, convey eel to the police office, 
undres ed there, and measmed accord ing to whi:tt the. e cads of make­
believe scienti ts term, in their jargon, " anthropometry." . . . 
Eli ee was not arrested, for the sole rea ·on that be was not then in 
Paris; but the "friends of 01·der" did not · pare him any of the ·venom 
of their insinuations. 

France at that time was in a very sad state. What Eli ee suffered 
as he saw not only the upper classes, but the Freuch people, and e\'en 
the Paris wol'lrnrs, throwing themselves at the feet of Alexander III., 
and pro trating themselves at the sight of an empress'. smile; what 
be suffered in eeing the last hope of the monarchist, Bonlnnger, so near 
success and missing the dictatol'ship only through l:ick of force in the 
pretender himself. . . . Wlrnt he suffered in eeing this fair France, 
which he loved so deeply," fallen w low,-all this he told to no one. 
But he let us gue ·s it by some wol'd in a lette1·, 01· some sentence let 
drop when on one of his short visits to London. 

He left France for good, and went to settle in Brnssels. It was 
not until the conscience of the French nation began to awake dming 
the Dreyfus case, that he decided ::ig:;1in to set foot on his native soil. 

>X< * 
In the meantime he founded a ~·eally "free" university in B1·11ssels 

-one of those univel'sities such as Europe, regenerated f:iOille day by 
the Social Revolution, will s~e . In this university it was that Elie 
Redus deliverecl bis woncle1·ful cornse (uearly 100 lectures) ori the 
origin of i~eligious ide:rn, and of i·eligions, and that Elisee gave for 

. several years courses on the <ievelopment of human societies under the 
influence of va.rious geog1-aphical conditions. These lessons, from 
which Anarnhism stands out, as a conclnsion, as a scientific necessity, 
form the essence of a fine wol'k, in three large volumes, ]Jlcm, and the 

:;:,*,!:- , Eci1·th, which bas jnst begun to be published in Pnris. 
It was at Olarens, in 1872, that his principal wodr, The Unive1·sal · In tlie .spring of last year Elisee Reel us completed this wod{. The 

Geography, was begun; of this the fit-st volume appeared in 1876. and energy which he h11.d retained up till then, in spite of the hea1·t disease 
the last-the nineteenth-eighteen · years later, in 1894. which had touched him for the first time in 1880, began to diminish 

The immensity of this work may be understood if I say that for visibly. The death of his brnther Elie in January, 1904, had also been 
€ach one of these v9lumes, which number about 800 pages, Reclus ·· a severe blow to him. 
consulted something like 1,000 volumes and 11.1;ticles . Sometimes. an We thought at the time that we were about to lose .him. The 
article or a volume was read solely 'to change here and there, in ceasing of heart-.beats rnpeatecl itself nearly every night And not­
the original text, an adjective, replacing it by one which would better withstanding that, .between these painful attacks, ns soon as some for'ce 
-characterise a ce1' tain people, or a valley, or a plain. It is n.li:nost awoke in him and he was in the pl'esence of some young friend, 
ih1possi.ble to understand how Elisee . succeeded in corn bining such he ever returned to the gre1tt ideal which had al way::s inspired him d lll'ing 
splendid generalisation as one finds in his Geog1·aphy with this infinite · his whole life--Annl'chisu1. The first signs of awakening in Russ i.a, 
mass of picturesque details-laughing, sombre, or majestic, but always . which showed themsel\'es at that time, filled him with joy. He sa.w 
poetical-with which each volume is so full, that it would be hard to the dawn of the Socia.I Revolution which he well knew would uot coufine 
recommend a better tl'avelling companion to a traveller . When one itself to Russia, but would finish by embracing all Emope. 1 

thinks at the same time that a new volume appeared every year, and that A fte1· the massacres of last January in 8t. Peters burg, he had yet 
the whole was published in weekly numbers, without missing a week, the eourage to come to Pa1·is 1tnd to speak for a fe,y minutes, l ai ling 
-0ne can hardly rea.li ·e how so immense a work was ever accomplished the fi1 ·::st bright i ·ay~ of the Russian popular 1·e\ olntion . Bu't it was 
by man. And yet there is not one -line in this gigantic work which is evident even then that if bis mind retained its entire lucidity :wd frn·ce, 
not written by his hand, eithei· in the first manuscript, which outlineq the bea1·t could r~o longer cope with the functions of keeping up the 
broadly the work, or in the innumerable additions which were made spark of life. It ce1;1.sed to beat on the night .betweeu tile 31·d and 
.after the first manuscript had been printed in p1·oof. - 4th of July. 

It is especially in the descriptions of great nations, as well as in those 
-0f thousands of little people, that Elisee excelled. One would think that 
these descriptions must repeat themselves. Nothing of the kind! And 
in speaking of the smal lest tribe he always found a few words to inspire 
bis reader with the feeling that all men arn equal, that there are no 
superior or inferior ra~es . 

.;:: ,,,~* 
It was at Clarens that we bec:me acquainted, and soon all of us 

bad learnt to love him by meeting h im at meetings, at congresses, 
and at the informal parties of the Jura Federation. Side by side with 

· th~ Bulletin, the Ol'gan of the Federation, Reclus bad started, with 
Lefrangais and J oukovsky, a monthly review, Le TravailZeu1· . Then, 
~hen the Revolte was founded at Geneva, he joined us and soon 
iaentified himself completely with our paper. To help us, he disdained . 
no work, however smal~ it might be. And later on, when the. 
Anarchist movement took a more violent form, he did not halt half­
way; be endotsed all the consequences. He knew how to hate, as he · 
knew how to love; and he hated the ?'eginie of the bourgeoi. . The 
movement which took place in the-Lyons and lVIonceau-le. -Mines region 
also had his entire ympathy. He, who would have used violence with 
n-o man for his own suke, under tood that the enfranchisement of the 
working men could not come about without act of violence which 
would awaken the masse , nor without great struggles between 
exploited and exploiters. 

Thus from the moment when the Revolte was menaced with persecu­
·tion Elisee placed him elf entirely at the di. po al of the Geneva friends 
who kept up the papel' after I wa arrested. It wa then that be 
wrote so often fo1· Le Revolte, and that he delivered in Geneva his 
lecture on "E\·olution and Revolution,'' of which the Anarchist con­
clusions scandali. ed bis numerous friends and scientific admirers. 

He remained the "Communar8" he had alway been. And late1· 
on, in the nineties, when so many others, terrified by the bombs at 
Pal'is and scared by the theories which were cropping up in our circles 
as a negation of bourgeois morality, ha tened to move a.·ide, Eli ee 

Anarchism ha already pro~i'uced a. g roup of cha1·::i.clers of 
marvellous ben uty. E lisoe wa ·one of the most striking, one of the most 
expressive. One sees men, very revolutionat·y in their thoughts, but 
one cannot help asking oneself-How will t.hey acommoda.te themselves 
one day to the beginnings of the Social Revolntion, when they will have 
to give up nrnny habits of R. leisured life or of the life of exploiters of 
other less 1 ucrab ve trades and prof e sions, such as we all are, we men 
of privileged trades? How will they attune themselves to the prin­
ciples of equality, withont which no SociaJ Revolution is possible? 
Where will they ·find in their ty1·annicnl souls that tolerance for con­
ceptions of other people side by side with a pa ionate love for their 
own priuciples? ·will they posse s that equalital'ian trend of thongbt, 
which i , in fact, the e sence of Anarchi m? Where, at last, will they 
find this understanding of the erring them elve of the mind and the 
passions, which become an element of prog1·e · · when the dying 
"twilight of tile idols~· comes and up ets a deca) ed ?'egime? 

Tot the slightest of uch doubts wa pos~· ible in reg11.rd to E lisee 
Reel us. He was an An::ircbi t to the uttermo t depths of hi mind-to 
£he .-malle ·t fibre of hi' being. Dry bread would h::i.ve sufficed him to 
go thl'Ough a revolutionarv cri. is, and to wo1·k at building up a future 
full of wealth fo1· all. He managed to remain poor n b ol utely 
poor, in spite of the ncce s of bi.- bea.utiful book . The idea of 
dominating an; one at all ·eem never to have cro. ed bis mind ; 
he ba.ted down to the smalle t ign a dominating spirit. For him, 
who knew so well all the people ·catte1·ed over the alobe, a.nd showing 
u now the tage once paf'sed t11l'oucrh b. mankind; for the rna.n 
of science who could at a , ingle glance retrace in hi mind the long 
ma1-tyl'dom of man-for him Anai·chi.-m wa not a poor lo er'. cfream. 
It wa the concln ion, the keystone of human hi tory, a. cience · the 
aim, indicated with a much riece, ~it.· a j the path along which our 
solar s tern is to-day clieected in -the infinite pace.. And Nature-that 
beautiful Natlll'e which he loved a..., Goethe and Shelley loved her-w::is 
for his mind a phy ·ieal neces ity, so he never let himself be turned 
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awa.v fro m his path by any of the . uperLi t ion which are in. pirecl by 
the fear of an im: gi n:tl' r oth r wol'ld . 

And th0n th1 '-' ir1eal, for hin , meant n.pplic•11tion to-cli1y- . 'T'he 
h ypocri . .' of th, d '~ l·ot and the ambition man whic>h mitke. them . ay : 
' Thi .· i.· goo·! f. r to-mo1Tow, ; 111 iu 1,h me,111Li111 I .·hall contmne 
t rnl '-this l1yp<K·1·isy he n ''"l' knew . , inc>P :-:1tnre, th . . t11cly of 
-.d un~. of hi~ton· of m:rn nnder nJI htit11clP 1111d nt :ill time". h1..d 

bron<Y li t him to r-:e~ i11 j f:.ln-both in the c mmuuity and in th ind ivi­
dlla.l-a product of t lt e . Ul'lounJiu ..,._. · iuce he bad eon ceivetl 
Ana1·chi. ·m iu i t· .-en.-e of proare . ive fo1·ce nctiog t hrou[!h the Rge , it 
wa. fo1· him no m o1·e a vn.in word , or :t fa r off cle:i dera.tu m. H e s·iw, 
eve n to-day, a l> e t.te l' W ;1_v for me u to live without. seeking to aovern 
one another. H e p1·acti ed even from n0w this mode of life, and h 1id he 
found him elf once no-ai n in a r evolted Commune, hi8 motto would 
have been: ".Anarcbi:m, - traightforwa.rd, con equent , audacious, and 
therefol'e triumphant! ·' 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

Spain. 
Owing to the long drought, and the lack of work in Andalusia the popula­

tion is suffering intense misery. While the young king amusecl himseH paying 
state visits to his brother monarchs this summer his people wer e dying of 
starvation at home. 4.gricultnral labour at a standstill, th·e p easants are 
swarming into the cities in search of work and food, n either of which are to be 
had. In ~falaga alone ov er two thousand famished persons filled the streets on 
one occasion, to the terror of the authorities, who speedily massed all the 
troops at band. There seems, however, to have been little rioting. Fully open 
to the gravity of the situation, the citizens did what they coulJ for the un.for­
tunate wanderers, and there is no more proudly patient or grateful an individual 
in the universe than the Spanish peasaut when fairly treated. In the industrial 
centres strikes co11tinue of more or l ess importance. At ~mch a juncture one 
would have supposed the Socialist party would be on the alert, both to organise 
propaganda and make some special effort on the part of the workers. How 
small a hold they have on the sympathies of tlie p eople, however, is proved by 
the fact that, awakening to the situation, th ey call ed for a g ... n eral strike which 
was to commence in July. On the elate arriving not a single workman came 
out ! The S. D. F. of. Spaiu is not in the asceudan t . 

The Tie?Ta of Havana has been exposing tI'.e inquisition of Cuba. The 
horrors of Montjuich a.re being r eproduced at Santa Clara on th e p ersons of 
imprisoned strikers. Garcia upon 11is r el ease has mad e some astounding 
revelations. The prac tices of Spain are r enewed in a colouy ove1· which until 
recently the tars and Stripes waved protec tingly, anu wl1ieh virtually r emains 
American. Wherever we 1i11d the trail of State authority, so <lo we find cruelty 
at its base. 

.In spite of the })essimistic news respecting La Protesta of Buenos Ayres 
printed in our last, \.Ve are glad to say that we have now received the paper up 
to the encl oF June, which proves that it is still living and doing good work, 
whether or not its staff lies imprisoned on a man-of-war. 

Russia. 
The meeting of the Zemstvo Congress iu Moscow on July 19th marks an 

epoch in Russian history. 
It met in defiance of the authorities, who, after formally forbid•ling it, felt 

themselves t oo feeble to c ru hit at once out of existence. lts 200 m embers were 
repr.esentative m en ; ll16 u of birth, educa tion , or of known worth and position 
in the community. They gather ed togeth er fr om all pa rts of the empire, anu 

' passed resolutions embodying the gri eva nces oF the nation a nd th e only r emedy 
possiule to ea h . How serious a m3itt er snch deliberations were co nsid ered by 
the imperial coterie Lecomes plain fr om t h e fac t that ieholas <lelay ed his 
departure aud confer ence with the Kaiser in ]! i nuis11 waters, while Tronbetskoi, 
the liberal-minded nobleman who is spokes111 a 11 for the hig her class of Russian 
i·efonu er s, h as srn cc bee 11 poli tely t ol<l to tak e cl.ange ol' ,'fir ; in other words, 
has been ex pr lled fr om hi co untry. Inst .. ad o f' bemling to th sto rm, t h e palace 
par ty in it s 1l yi11 g throes so ws i11clig 11 a l.i ou hrMHl c:oi st, thus pa ving tl: e way t o 
furtl1 .. r di;;aslu r. It is iu te r e.· tin ~ to n ,,te t lictt t lt e lJ11iuu o l' :) l,;tt e Olfwials s ent 
an aLhlress of sy mpathy to the - Ju co w Z1m1s tvo; ye t auo tl1er ,,ign of th e tim es, 
and a signifi cant one, wer e more nee ded to open blind eyes . For th er e are 
blii1d eyes, and not in the R ussian Government only. Ma.uy of th e European 
States still r efu e to believe th a t a uona -.fi cle r evolution is t aking place within 
view of th eiT horizon, or that fa t e it. elf, when the h our arrives a nd al l else 
fails, will rise on the . ide of a crush ed p eople. Throw them some sugarplum s, 
douch e them with colil water-a shower of rain before this ha· given q n ie ·cence 
to incipi ent r elJellio1is; shoulu r evolt continue, guns and battalions will speak 
for us. But it r e1uai11 s i o be seen to whi ch side, wh en th e cru cial mome11t 
com es, thes e will t alk in Russia. F or day by clay now we lH~a r qf' troops an<l 
s eam en fr a i el'llisin g with t l1 e peo1)l e, t, iJl Cr onstadt, the p ort ~Lt tlte very door of 
the capita.I, wavers in its all egian ce, and 'ossack r egimeHts evt rywh ere com­
plain or being \V nry of but ch ring. 1\.lm os t every soldi er n ·Lurnrng inv<tlidecl 
or oth erwise l'rom i\l a 11 ~ lturi a has brcome a rebel en route, wl1ilu witlt out· (' XCe p­
tion th e offi cers are ll'illi Llt e revolnLionists to a man; crippl ed or sick, their only 
l'ewartl for loss of limb and clriring counig r i. a pitifnl p en iou of bct11· ecn two 
and three p ounds a 111011 th. Th ey lose nothi11g, th ey gain :oit least moral satis­
faction in j oining th e rank of th o e ue t · rmin eLl to win bett er cowlilio11s 1'11r 
their cou11try111 ·n. om ethiog must com e or all this, l~t 'J'sn rdom a11d Prnssiau 
despot coufer as th ey will 011 tli e open sea a t midni aht. 

Two especially ~m o 11 g th e r esolutions ad op ted by th e Zr ms t vo d i> l1'gn t cs cnll 
for attention. Th ey inteml to make common cause for th e pnbJi c go od wi1 It 
many of the leagn ·s now cropping up fast throughout th e em]'ire-,-suc h as tl1t: 
Leagues or Engin ee r , of Phy icians, High chool anrl U11iversity ;l'eacli e r,;, 
State and Zem t vo (111u11frh)a l) Employees, and, most importn11t of a ll, the Prrs,; 
League_ and_ L1· ng11e or F ·J ern t ion of Lrauur , all u •h lwd i t·~ b1· i11 g cla. ,,, .,[ 
as.officially 11lrga1. :rext, nll hope or th e Oovernm r nt grn11t111g sp t> •;ifi l: r e fon11 .· 
be1i:a over, the Zern . tvo 'ongr ss lta r r olved t o appe:il directly to th e I eople a 11 ll 
act ~1Hl t p e11~entl ' of th e authoritir s. For tbi purpo e it·will he ..:al leJ togetl 1er 
aga111 early rn September, wl1 en t he p eo1)le ~ill be invoked L• l re ·ist all unju: 
Governm ut mea ur "' s .of a1~y sort or kind. R ener, though auti·revolutionary a 
a whole, the Prog ressives m the late ongr ss carried th e Jay ; there is to 11 ,: 
no more knn ckli11g down to police or imperial ukases, while seeking to reli l~ \·e 
the intolnabll! \Yl'ongs und er which the country writh es. :ro wonder the high­
minded Priuce T1·oubetskoi l1as been expelled. 

J apan. 
ivilisation brgn.n amoncr this wonderful people about 2,000 J eats ago. p 

to fifty }'l'nrs ago tLc·y were busy absorbiug the best elements ol' the East, thell 

the coun tr- beca1:no poli t ically a n1l commercia lly open t o W es tern influence, 
since which, while assimilating an d per foct in g t he b est, they ha\'e also 
ace ptecl some or the worst. Indu~trially, t he workers ar~ in .an ahjoct position. 

nrr there wa n o L·ibour Que t10 n, no w ther e a re capitali sts as greedy a 1~d 
pitiles as any' in Europe or America. In . trn.de, as in facto ry, tl~c wo1:ker is 
exploitl~tl without mercy. Women :rn l cb1lu1:en , un• l~r tl~e p1·omt e ot good 
wag s, flor.l- into facto r ie , where tlrny become vll'tna.ll y 1mpn so1w(l, whPre_ there 
is no leual r ea ulation and n one to note the h ardship$ and moral tl •!grn •lat1on to 
which they ~re sub]ected . The e1.n ployer is he.api ng u_p wca~tll while the 
labourer s in k lowe r daily, so tha t lns very n ature 1s chang ing as i t has ~han~ed 
t h e world over un <ler t h e presen t sy t fnn. On ce ev •ry ~an s~ o g ov.er h1~ rla1ly 
t ask on ce even E nal fl.nd was "merrie " ; now there is gnm t ac1turmty and 
oath~ i n place o f song . Iu Japan t her e is little or no factorY: le~i slatio n, a~1d, 
waking up to their p os ition the workers are studyin g traJ e umomsm. A st:1ke 
in J a pan is s till illegal, a n11 th e police may prevent any att~mp t at a meet~ng , 
for the Government knows that Socia lism has its supporters amongst mynads 
of th e factory slaves, and that An a rchism does not la.g b.ehincl. T.h ere i s a 
F e1leration of Trade U nions, and a few or the trades are fanly orgamsecl ; but 
publicly their power is not felt owing to the 1:e11ressive att~tude of the authori­
ties, a.s shown in th e ~mppression or the Soc1al Democratic party .. The ~r..ied 
for corumercial superio1·ity and weal th h as seized on the l eaders of this nation as 
through th e past century it h as g ripped hold of modern Eur.op e .. Unle_ss the.y 
can throw off its yoke we shall on e tlay see tlrn red flag wav111g m Tokio as it 
has done iu Paris, and a call fur ju$tice that will not be denied. 
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