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The Commune of Paris. 

The 18th of March, 1871, is a date which wjll count in history. On 
that day the people of Paris rose up against its Government and pro­
claimed that henceforward the great city intended to be a free, 
independent Commune. 

This time Paris did not intend to govern France. It simply 
asserted its right to be a free, self-governed unit., Its population was 
ready to accept even more than its due share of the military defence of 
the ·country ; it was ready to accept its share of the national debt; 
ready to federate with all other pai·ts of France for common action . 
But it refused to be governed by the amphibious Government, repub­
lican by name and monarchist in reality, which had seized .the power 
after the overthrow of Napoleon III. 

It claimed the right to give itself its own democratic Govemment, 
and to take those measures concerning industries, trade, education, 
and so on as the population of Paris itself would like to take. If its 
population :desired to take a step in the Socialist direction, let it 
be free to take that step, without being compelled to restrain itself 
because there exist people in France who still swear by the name of an 
emperor or a king. 

* * * 
Many causes had contributed to that result. Since the snppression 

of the Revolution of 1848, and during the dark years of the Second 
Empire, everything had been done in France t0 kill intellectual life in 
the provinces. Therefore Paris had developed immensely in advance 
of the remainder of France. 'l'hen, the tradition of the revolutionary 
Commune of Paris of the years 1792 and 1793-the Commune which 
dominated the Convention and took the lead of all revolutionary 
measures-had been revived, so soon as a new popular movement 
in the Socialist direction had begun in France. At the same 
time, the idea th1-1t the State might take social reform into its 
hands was abandoned after the failm·e of State Socialism in 1848. And 
finally, the people of Paris, after having passed five months in i ·olation 
from the outer world dnring the siege, mnst have realised in itself such 
a tremendous creative force that it felt it could make some u e of it. 

* * "' The whole movement was thoroughly popular. It was the working 
men of Paris who had all the managemen t of it-tha.t extremely intelli­
gent, bright population, engaged for the most part in small indu~tl'ies 
which maintain the intelligence, t.he inventiveness, and the al'ti ·tic and 
Cl'eative power of the worker. A popnlntion, rnvolutionary thl'Ough 
it history and full of organising capacities, of which it gave nch 
wonderful pl'oofs in the gloomiest year of the great Revolution and 
during the last siege. Now they were the ma ters of their city. They 
were the elected heads of the militia battn lions, the mayor of the 
vestrie , the military commanders of the fortification ·, the palace , the 
barracks; the bead · of all the tren urie of wealth and art which 
the great world-city contain · in it walls. And-what stupefied the 
wodd-they managed all that in the mo t democratic spirit (the 
highest salary of a functiona1"y wa 11 . a day), and with snch an ol'Cle1· 
that the foreigners who had remained in Pari could not find word to 
express their admiration. 

In one of the pamphlet pnbli heel hy FREEDo:u, 11he Pm·is 
Conirnune, the readei·s will find more about thi wondel'ful mo,·ement, 
and · till mo1·e about the hol'l'ible way in which it was suppre ed by 
the French middle cla ses after an exi tence of eventy days. 

With the Pru ian guns turned 1-1gain ·t Pa1·i , immediately nfter a 
ten·ible war, thi movement could not po ibly ucceed . The onI 
po ibility of uc.ce was if ·everal other large cities bad followed the 
example of Paris, and al o proclaimed the Commune, and con tituted a 
fedei-ation of rebel cities. But tho e "hich followed Pari , like 
Saint-Etienne, were few. The idea of independent citie becoming 
centre of a Sociali tic Revolution had not ) et ripened. ~ ay, the 
rnr) ideas a to how a cit) might proceed for beO'inning such a revolu­
tion 'vere nut yet ufficiently clea1·, e'len in Pari , and he Commnne 
did not take the lead in a ommuni tic revolution which might ha,·e 
given it more chances of ucces . 

And then, one important th ing mu~ t not be. forgotten. vVe have 
read o much about barricade and treet fiO'hting that man of n 
ha Ye come to conceive a re\ olution a a few da T ' street fiO'ht in a 
city. Thi , i why the w01·kers ha' e been o olemnly taught lately 

that revolutions are no longer pos ible-this being taught on the ver-y 
eve of the Russian Revolution ! 

A fight which brings about only a change of go' ernment is 'iW~ a 
revolution. It is only one of its first episodes. Because a revolut10n 
consi5ts-as we see it now in Russia and saw a hundred years ago in 
France - of thousands and thousands of small acts, individual and 
collective. Thousands of insurrections, in towns and villages, of the , 
masses and of separate individuals; thousands of partial acts by which 
the old ·institutions are destroyed on the spot ; thousands of individual 
and collective refu als of obedience, of pavmeut of taxes, of accepting 
rules and obligations; thousands of violati~ns of the old laws-this is 
what revolutions have been and are still nowadays. 

But this takgs time, and this is· what the Paris Commune, being 
isolated and having to concentrate its attention on self-defence, had not 

· the advnntage of. It lived only seventy days. 
Besides, the very ideas about what Socialism means were not yet 

sufficiently clear. The International Working Men's Association had 
been at work only a few years; it had only just begun to work 
out the leading ideas of modern Socialism and Anarchism. The 
Exp1·op1riation of all that is necessary for Living and Producing was a 
word that had hardly been pronounced then in small circles. The 
necessity of Di'rect. Action on behalf of the workers themselves was not 
yet understood, and too much trust was laid in the elected Government 
of the Commune. 

'i" ;i" 

* And yet, a great historical significance lies in the Paris Commune 
of 1871. It has shown us the Wl:l:J. 

We now know one great thing : It is not through the Government 
not' through the State that the Great Revolution will come. · 

It is from the free, independent, self-acting Communes. 
This is the tiolitical form which Socialist creative a~tion ·will 

assume. Autocracy was the political form of aristocratic rule. 
Parliament is the political form of middle-class rule. 

The Comrnune will be the politiccil fo1 ·m of Socialism. 
Each Revolution gives the elements for the subsequent Evolution. 

So it was with the Paris Commune. The en0rmous spread of the 
so-called Municipal Socialism in France, Germany and Britain i~ a 
direct outcome of the Commune of 1871. All over the world the 
working men saw that it is to the Commune-not to the State-and 
to the 'l'rade unions-not to the Ministry---that they must lcok for the 
organisation of collective enjoynient of 'U ealth and collective p1·odiicti~n. 
To the Commune they will look now for beginning the Social 
Revolution. 

Moreover, another great obj ect les on was given. It is the enjoy­
rnent of conimodities cmd wealth which rnust come FIRST. P1·oduction 
niiMt conie next . Then only will it be giiidecl by the needs of the Com­
mune ancl the ncttion, ctnd not by wpitcilist g1·eed. 

Thi i, an extremely important point.-Communism fir t ! 
Socialic::ed production next! This i the les on of the la t half-century. 
And the Commune gives the practical in ·trument for l'ealising it . 

*;;,* 
Thi · is what our Pa1·is brother did in 1 71. They opened a new 

era for the fntnre: the e1·a of Socia.Ii t Communes. 
Their ~attempt wa , tifled in blood . Once more the great heart of 

the world wa bled for the world' enlightenment. 
'l'he onrie of the White Ten·or after the fall of the Commune 

were imPJy unimaginable in their bloodthir tine Something 
imilar went on lately in loscow. 

But even the e orgie of vVhite Terror O'ave u a le~ on : 
It i thi :-In re' olution don t do thing by hah·e ! What wa the u e 
of the Comm unard protecting midclle-cla propert ? ~ hat \vas the 
u e of their mounting guard ronnd the :rational Bank? They were 
hot by the hundrnd witb machine O'Un and buried-the hrieking 

' onnded and the dead in the ame quicklime bed -ju ta if the had 
pilla ()'eel all mi ldle-cla propertie and all bank . "You ha Ye made 
u tremble: thi i enough,- on hall die." 

Therefore let the worker remember it. The moment they touch 
anything in om· middle-cla ociet · they will be treated a the wor t 
brigand . And a e\ery hing holds together in modern capitali m, 
let them be bold in "hateve1· he beO'in. Expropriation on a mall 
cale would be treated n robbery. The ommune mu t be made on a 

grand cale~" ith n, O'rnnd, all-embracin O' conception of Sociali t aim 
and of the O'eneral welfare. Thon :only will it ha·rn a chance of 
ncce . Then onl will it an wer it hi torical mi ion : that of being_ 

the medium fol' the coming Social Revolution. 
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~OTES. 

LABOUR PoLr'rICs . 
The new brooms of the Labour p:u-ty have begun to sweep, and the 

dusty and musty atmo phel'e of the Commons has been quite agitated 
as a result . After what the past few years of 't,ory tactics have given 
us it is not difficult to make some show vf meaning bu iness. But 
already we begin to see how these, pi;> ~· parties are likely to work. The 
I.L.P. takes the place of _;tb.o advanced Radical wing, and in that 
po ition will use tlie .w}1i~ on the "compact Liberal rnajority ." As a 
i-esult, some of tha stains of the years of reaction will be wiped out, 
and if p9p.ub.r agitations al'e maintained, some refqnns due twenty 
ye~.rs ago will be carried out. It is an interesting sit nation for all of . 
u. to watch. But the real lever of the workers' emancipation lieE> out­
side of the public arena, and the g1·eat work to be done in the field of 
direct action will have no help from these new champions of Parlia­
menta1·y methods. The Anal'chi - ~s, however, :find in this a field of 
action that will prove mo ·t fertile in the coming years, and they turn. 
to it f ul.l of hope. 

EXAMPLE BETTER TIU POLITIC .. 

Here are the details of ·what the press calls a " Hebridean 
Revolution ": 

An Edinburgh wire says that the crofters of ton eybrid ge township 
have marched ou and seizeu the Ormielat e lands, near Loch Olay, an<l ar e 
occupying the Ormielate hills for cattle grazing. 

'l'he cot.tars of How beg, headed by pipers and with flags flyin g, m a.reli ed 
on the farms of Ormielate and Bornish (the property of Lady Gordon 
Cathcart), and took p ossession. 

They divid ed the laud ttp, and are proceeding to mannre the ground 
for potato cultivation. The Barra cottars who seized tha Isl an<l of 
Vattersay three weeks ago ar e still in full possession, and have the land 
under cul tiYa tion. 

Whatever comes of it, this is a splendid example of Dfrect Action, and 
we would that the workers of England might turn their eye from 
St. Stephens and learn the true moral of it. 

Too OLD A'r 35 ! 
We read that on 26th January "a well-known London firm of 

caterers turned off, with one week's notice, their whole staff of 
waitresses, and filled their place with younger girl at lower wage ." 

It is a fine specimen of the exploiting spirit ! A woman of 35 at 
ten . billings pe1· 'veek is "too old" when girls of 20 can be bad for 
seven shilling . So the e unfortunate victims are sacrificed for the 
benefit of the blood ucking bareholders. And these unfo1·tunate 
sisters of our, unemployed, drifting hither and thither, finally broken 
and crushed, as many will be, on the wheel of capit~JJism, will die 
before their time, the while the doughty champions of labou1· at We t­
minster are clamouring for old-pen ion to begin at 65 ! What a 
god end palliatives will prove-to the governing clas es. 

ExECUTIO OF R u . IA. A AR HI T . 

The Ternps ..Ll otwecw..:i.: of 27th January gives some of the names of 
our brave comrades who have become martyrs to the reaction. They 
have been hot for being Anarchi t Communi ts and taking active 
part in the recent revolts. Their names al'e: Rosenz\'I eig, Hol chein, 
Rincivd, Scheier, and .Pfeffer. Five others have al o been hot whose 
n ames are not. yet to hand. All were proud to call them elves 
Anarchi t even in tLe face of their murde1·er . No word · can 
mea~ure the lo s of the e brave young ouls-but they died like heroes 
in a great cau e. 

IMPORTANT! 
Will any comrade who are able and willing to give any 01-t of 

as i tance in a Children' Sunday- chool in the East-end kindly com­
municate with Lillian We , 64, Capworth Street, Leyton, who will be 
glad to hear from any one intere ted in the subject? 

MEMOIRS OF AN INTERNATIONALIST. 

L'I1iw1·1wtionc6le. Docimients et 'oiiveni?'s ( 1864 -1878 ). Par 
Jame Guillaume. Vol. I., Pari, 1905, X., 302 pp., gr. 8vo. 
4 francs. 

Tho e who are in.tare' ted in large movement·, definite result , prac­
tical politic , need not look at this volume, which does nothing to. 
meet the u ual de. ire for prompt, if superficial, information on the 
subject of the Intemational Working Men' As ociatior_i. Those who 
e teem pajn taking hi toric research, which is t~e basis of even the 
malle t real historic lrnowled<re, will read tlns volume of Jame 
Guillaum~'s memoirs with delight, and con. ider it as one of the very 
few serious contributions which we possess as yet towards a real 
history of Socialism. . . 

Fo1·ty yea1·s have gone since the foundation of the International 
(St. Ma1·tin's B;a.11, Sept.ember 28, 1864), a?d many features of ~he 
orcranisation of that society seem to us qmte obsolete now. \7\ ho 
w;uld think now of a Central Council, residing in London, to connect 
the different nn.tional groups, to supe1·vise their policy, e~c? Two 
leaends have arown round this centrn.l body-the bourgeois legend, b 0 . . 
which asc1·ibes to it the mysterious power of a. centre of conspirators, 
and the Social Democratic legend, lvhich makes the brain of Karl 
Mal'X rule the General Council, and by its intermediary the whole 
working-class movement of the sixties and early Re"\-~entie~. T?e ti-uth 
has to be found by careful research, and the res~lt .is enti.rely 111 fav~ur 
of common-sense. From 1864 to 1869 the Council did not mterfere with 
the Continental movement to any serious extent, and h~nce was bene­
volently tolemted; from 1869 to 1872, wh~n it~ powei:s were ex~ended 
-just to make it look a little more lively-it misused its authonty, as 
wa to be expected, and thereby created a geneml. revolt, ':hic_h did 
infinite good by making people see the evils of authorit.y, even if wielded 
by the most trusted Social Revel utionists . A ncwch:srn as a g~ne1·al . 
movement was the direct outcome of this revolt, which centred rn the 
hi to1-ic figures of Marx and Bnkunin, but had many young~r snp­
porters as well on both sides, and nmong the foremost ones m the 
struo·o·le ao·ainst authority was James Gnillanme, the present author. 

'fhe d~tails of this sti-uao-le are of larger interest than the mere 
internal histoq of a societ~~ '1'his struggle is almost like a chapter 
from a far-off Utopia acted in real life. I mean this: th.e ~nterna­
tional comprehended all the many different types of So?iahsts and 
Anarchists of the time, and it was believed-by all parties even, at 
first-that some sort of an equitable, honest government like the Gen~ral 
Council, consisting of picked Socialists and trade unionists,. was possible 
and useful. Actual experience pro\'ed the contrary, and rn the course 
of this resistance afterwards revolt, the ideas of Anarchism were 
by and by worked' ont, and-in the form of a !ree org~nisation accepted 
by the Geneva Congress of 1873-even put rn pra?tic~, to make. way 
some years later for even looser bonds. 'l'he authoritarian Council, on 
the other hand, tl'nnsplanted to the United States in 1872, sh~ivelled 
up very soon, to become a little mummy incapable of anythi"'?g J:mt 
further internal quanelling and fantastic decrees of excommumcat10n 
ao-ainst the rest of the International, which hardly knew of its con­
tinued existence until its extinction in 1876. 'l'his is the most striking 
Utopian sto1·y, the refutation of governmentalism by actua l exp~rience. 

Up till now this hi -tory could be gathered from the JV!enw'we pre­
sented by the J urassian Federation· of the International to th~ other 
Federations, a book published in 1873 and written by James Guillaume 
(not signed). The three volumes which Guillaume is no.": preparin.g 
are, so to speak, an infinitely enlarged ~a,nd rearranged ed1t10n of tlus 
~1foiofre . Bnt all to whom the ll{enioi1·e of 187 3 is accessible could do 
nothing better than to i·ead it before read in~ the present vo1 urn~ ; this 
will enable them to see at once the relative importance of the different 
matters which Guillaume uow discusses at full length. If possible, the 
Marxist publications should also be read fast, chiefly L'Altiance de let 
Dem,oc?'(i,tie Socialiste . . . of 1873. It is difficult to find a greater 
tissue of perfidious misrepresentations and lies than this pamphlet, and 
yet its lies a1·e reproduced and engrossed as gospel tr~1th rn t~e German 
history of the International by G. Jaeckh (1904), which Justice recently 
translated. To expose these falsehoods and to demonstrate the real 
facts by documents, letters, etc., Guillaume had to discuss many facts 
at areater length than the casual l'eader would think necessary. 'l'h~s 
book will be the more useful and interesting, the better the reader is 
prepared to appreciate by prnvious studies the importance of the Yery 
great number of facts di cus ed 01· alluded to. 

Apart from destroying once for all the Marxist legends about the 
International, t.he book contains many contributions towards a history 
of the Sociali t and .Anarchist movement in the Swiss Jura, chiefly in 
the canton of euchatel. This i not of local interest only, as might 
be suppo ed. The real importance of the work of the International 
can, pe1·hap , best be tudied from thi~ example whel'e we have to do 
with highly-skilled and intelligent workers, enjoying almost complete 
political freedom and a certain material well-being-most of which is 
changed for the worse to-day. _ 

'l'o what extent has the Intemational affected or helped the local 
movement in different countrie ? 

In the thi1·ties and forties most Socialists gathered round certain 
men, and fol'med the schools of Owen, Fourier, Proudhon, and many 
others. The Chartists and the French propagandists from 1848 to 1851 
alone gathered larger ma ses to form, to some extent, Socialist Labom· 
parties. In the fifties all this dwindled down, but when in the eady 
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ixtie~-afte1· aribaldi did dare and do, and a new pirit of enthu ia m 
aro e e erywhere-when in the ixtie , then, the ubtenanean mo\ e­
ment came to the ul'fi:ice again, he time of the old schools wa aone, 
:111<1 lie id a to 'l'ent working m n'. · pw·tie .·p1·1111rr 11p eve1·y' her -
iu Pal'i · with 'l'olaiu and othe1· , in German) ' ith L· · ·alle, in Eucrland 
with the Reform Movement, etc. Whil t the old ·chool were con-
inually :fightina and refutina each other and their different idea could 

not be amalgamated, the 11ew partie · ~vere all united in the tn1ggle 
fo1· powe1·, and could only profit by olidarity "itb other pattie. in 
othe1· count1·ie -not in tbeir own, of com· e. 'l'he Pari iau , them-
el ve. a few hundreds at the beginning, were glad to throw in the face 

-0f their opponents the hundred· of thou~ands of Briti h ti·nde unioni ·ts 
with whom they were allied in the Intemational--and the young 
Engli h Reform leader , at the time when Garibaldi and Mazzini were 
known and honoured by the Enali ·h ma e , were delighted to be able 
to record the solidarity of the Pa1·i:s workers with them, and ·o on. 
Thus between the e two ) oung . traggling groups of politicians the 
International originated, a sort of entente co1·diale, hardly anything 
el e in the opinion of the e group . It eem due to the u eful elec­
tion of the fir. t members of the Uentral Uouncil among F1:ench and 
Ge1·mnn Soci,1list refugees n.nd others-a belection and p1·eparnto1·y 
efforts due to Le Lubez-that the superficial political element of London 
and Pa1·i Labour politicians was counterbalanced by real Sociali t , 
among whom Karl Marx, by his talent and writin'g power, . oon pre­
.dominated . Next to this the Oongl'es es held in London, Switzerland, 
.and Belgium easily permitted to distingui h mere oratoq, Reform talk, 
from i·eal Sociali t a pirations, and a niilieu was ci·eated for inter­
national emulation between State and anti-State Sociali ts . The 
General Council was no doubt a useful intei'lnedi:;iry in many matte1·s, 
.and enj~yed general confidence. But here its ?'ule ends; and as this 
i. not at all the Marxist view of the case, the fact bas to be 
<lemonstmted . 

The London groups con idered the council their work, and elected 
<lelegates to the Couricil which the Council thought wise to accept, 
whibt adding other membel's from its own choice. These English 
ections, which knew matters too well to i·e p.ect the Council n.· ome­

thing unknown and far-di tant, had to strive for yea1·s to make the 
.Council grant them the constitution of a , eparate British Fedemtion, 
.as Ma.l'X wanted to " wield the lever" of thEl Revolution himself. The 
French sections, dming those years of excitement which p1·eceded the 
fall of the Empire and the Commune, certainly acted for themselves 
.and needed no advice nor direction from the General Council. The 
large Lassallean movement in Germany was outside of the Inter­
national, and the slow, arduons ways by which Bebe!, Liebknecht and 
.others won over the democratic societies of Gennany to Social ism could 
not be shortened by l\Iarx in London . 'l'he Belgian movement dated 
from the beginning of the sixties, before the Internatio11n.l exi ted: and 
the Belgians we1·e on good terms with the Genernl Council just 
.because it inted'ernd in no way whatever with their movement. The 
Italian movement in Naples, Sicily, the Romagna, Florence, Milan, etc., 
was begun by the friends of Bakunin . In Spain, Bakunin's friend 
.Fanelli founded the fil'st sections of the Inteniational ; besides, the 
worke1·s in Catalonia had long since had thefr own societies, hence the 
.n1pid sp1'8ad and strength of the Spani ·h Internabional, etc. 

In Switzerland democratic societie and trade ol'ganisa.tions exi ted, 
which easily changed names to become sactions of the International. 
But they continued theil' electoral politics, and their Socialism WR· of 
the deepest blue. In the J urassian Mountains, however, these ec­
tion by and by threw over politics, and became frankly anti-political 
Collectivist groups. This was clone under the influence of nctual 
expe1·ience, political and economical, and the details of this typical 
evolution fill a lai·ge part of Guillaume's book. Again, this read like 
Utopra in real li fe . He1·e are, as I said before, working men using the 
political machinery under the most favourable conditions possible, and 
yet they arrive at the complete rejection of electoml politics. 

Thus, this part of the story-the emancipation of the J Ul'a sian 
worke1·s from politics, i as typical as the other part, the emancipation 
of the Intemational from autho1·ity and the origin of the modern 
Anarchist movement. And the characte1·s are all alive and soon become 
familiar to the readei· -Bakunin, Constant Meuron, Guill a ume, 
Schwitzgu 'bel, Perron, Varlin, De Paepe, Paul Robin, and ever o 
man v others. 

Of the book it elf, it may be. aid that the author who, a.fter leaving 
witzerland in 1 78, ha fo1· man; years tud ied the hi tory of the 

French Revolution from document , ha~ made eve1·y effort to be 
crnpulously exact, and di cu · e on each doubtful detail the valne 

of hi ources, etc. Heu ·ed quantitie of old letter w1·itten by him elf 
at the time, the contempora1·y publications now almost lo t, and he ha 
been able to upplement thi by the gl'ea.t number of document and 
letters of Bakunin which came to lirrht ince tho e days. 

As he tell the g1·eater part of the events almo t day by day a 
they happened, event · of O'eneral and of minor impo1·tance al'e often 
put icle by ide, and the accident.al reader will find thi a d1·awback. 
It ought, however, to aive an impul e to him to ma ter the ubject 
more thorouglil , for almo t everything i of a certain importance. 
'l'hi hi tol'y ha been, and i being, to uch an extent faLified by 
· Marxi t W1·iter that the ocular demon tration of their bad faith i 
:oil o oft 'pical 'alue, and the reader who know .. the tale. of farx will 
enj.oy the complete demolition of the Marxi t y tem of writing 
hi tory. 

It i a great pity that otber conntrie ha ea~) et no imilar book 
on the International. An elmo Lorenzo publi bed three year ago 

El P'l'oleta/riaclo ..1.llilita,nte, the or1gm and fir t year of the Inter­
national in pain, an intere ·ting book and written in the be t of 
intention , but al o a ign of bow much of that hi tory i ah-eady lo ·t 
and will ne,·e1· be reco et'ed. In A naeloni' IIisto1·y of > ocic£lisni in 
Itcily the Inte1·11atio11al i t1·eate l quite ·upediciaJly · 11ere I hope that 
Enrico :Jialate..:ta will aive u at la ta book of memoir that will tell 
thi to1· a he alone now can tell it in foll. P. Kropotkin's memoir 
<Yive u O'limp. e of the International in witzel'land in. the eventies, 
but a. he hUl'rie toward the end of the book they are far too short, 
and will al o, I hope, find further exten ion some day. The story of 
the Belgian International remain to be written, not to speak of that 
of the Enali h International, which, however, was le s brilliant than 
that of . othe1· countrie , as even tho e Englishmen who emancipated 
them elves from the General Council remained under the thraldom of 
politic . 

At pre ent Guillaume is alone in the field, and is working on his 
la. t two volume \yhich will bring his tory to the Hague Congre s 
(1 72) and to the Berne tl'ial (1877) re pectively. N . 

The book can be obtained, post-paid, for four francs from Les 
Temps ~.,..ouvecmx , 5, rue Broca, Pa.ris. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES . 

Switzerland. 
We have received the following from a Swiss friend :-

The Rn sian Revolution and the spirit of the new French 
syndical ist (trade uuionist) movement have not been without iufl.uen ce 
011 th~ Swiss movement; and all of us who are known as revolutionaries 
!Jave Leen, I am glad to ay, much in request for the past month, and 
almost daily we have had to make reports on anti-militarism, direct 
act ion, and the general strike. It is a joy to see how eagerly even our 
Swi. s trade union ist$, in spite of tLe lively opposition of the trade 
unioui t official', take up tLe "new" ideas; a11cl this they do with a 
natural aptitude tliat proves tht•y thoroughly uuderstand them. 

We have also gained a great numlJer of comrades who are ardent 
co-workers, aud for the first time for years one feels in the circle of 
fellow-workers a warm feeling of brotherliood-that feeling which we 
have missed so much of late. We have founded an .Auti-mili tarist 
League, wbicli already has many sections iu Switzerland, an<l . to which 
i11 Zurich about half of the unious belong. But we always consider as 
our chief aim not this organisation, which should 01Jly be a. means ·of 
propaganda, but the edncational work carried out on the broader lines 
Thus we have also begun au agitation in the country by the aid of leaf­
lets, so as to spread among the peasants t he idea of throwing off the 
burden of mortgages, and of introducing communal owuer~hip ; and 
llOW we intenJ to attack regularly one place after another. 

Friedeberg, from Berliu, was here lately. He bas jn ·t ma<le a tour 
of propagauda tlirougb Germany ; he is collv iuced that the spirit of 
the Gerruan uuious is quile differeut from what people imagi11ed it was 
after the Congress of tbe union offic ials in Oclogue. He iutends to 
make a similar tour for ns iu Switzerland at the end of Febrna.ry . 

Later on our frieud wrote :-
On January 21 last a Swiss anti-mil itarist gathering took place at 

Lucerne. It con!listed of delegates froru the German a.nd French Swiss, 
and also the Italia11s, represfmtiug abo.ut 4,000 meu. The ZLlrich com­
rades proposed that Dr. FriedelJerg shonl<l make a lecturing tour 
through nll witzerland and peak about his .Auarcbist-Socialisru. 
Thereupon there arose a very hot a11d illterestiug debate about Parlia­
mentiari m, and the result was that all the delegates agreed decidedly 
with bis standpoint (i.e., agaiust Parliamentiarisni). Cbarles Naine, 
"' ith whom I had a long conversation, told rne that he shared entire.Jy 
tlie views of the Reveil of Geueva (the organ of our comrades Bertoni 
aud He1 zig). It may also interest you to know that all the Swisa 
delegate , with one exception, were manual workers, the youngest of 
them being tbirty-five, and all of them pure-bred wis-. P. 

Russia. 
"On tbe la t day that I was in Riga two g i1+ received fifty strokes of 

the lash for stitchi1 ~ g a ied flag." So writes a well-known correspondent to a 
London daily, aud the brief sentence urns up the present situation in 
Rn~sia as a greater flow of rhetoric· might not. It is the old, old Rµssia of 
the whip, the c:bain, and the scaffold, the Tsardom that, uuashamed, has 
faced the world since Peter the Great put bis only son to the tcrture and 
stood gloating over his agony. Each Tsar that has reigned after this 
upreme devil ba rnled his people in the ame way when they showed 

re tivenes . And now the weake t and malle-t jof tl1e brood buftl.es about 
his palace-pri$on impervious to the cry of his ufferiug people, applauding 
the cruelty of his officials or by \"ery ileoce ratifyiug it. Hiru we can leave 
to fate. "011 somebody'' soul all this mu t fall," aicl an isvostchick to a 
friend of the writer. It will. A few extract from a recent letter from oue 
of the capitals may iuterest our reader:i: ' From the tirst momeut of 
arrival the prevailing feeling of snppre sion took hold of101o1e, n.nd 1s only 
sLrengthene<l by later impressiou ' . Just now everything goes mootbly, 
traffic, bu ine s, etc. ; the treets are foll of people, but everytbillg is o 
nllen, so lifele ; but for the occasional h<rnt of a sleigh-driver one woulc.l 

think it a cit.) of ghost -no gaiety, no mile eveu. . On every treet 
corner tand' an armed policemau with a loade<l rifle beside him, and the 
troops are ready at a moment's notice to begin their bloody work at the 
lighte t attempt at treet di turbance. Forty thou and ruen aud women 

are in pri on a 'politicals '->ad food, ill-treatment, and typhu are helping 
to kill them off as much a the sold iers' bullet . Every morning tbe papers 
coutain endle s orders from the different governor::-, each more en ele and 
cruel ban the other. ne was to the effect; that if in a certain outhern 
village a ingle dagger wa found the place woul<l be burnt to the 
grouud. Of the crueltie" going on in the Baltic provinces I cannot write 
-to think of them makes one not only ick, but savaae. It i a stif:lin 
coodition. A diq of retribution mu t come. Could you but se 
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the poverty-strick en villages. And to k now that hunger dwell in each 
hu t, that the people a re packed together in a sn:mll space like herrin ~ - , 
that they are n ot bot becau e their labour is n eeded, while t hey are but 
dirt in the eyes of the Governm ent . org ivE' me fo r a.ving o 
much about the conditions here- b ut one cannot forget them-one breatlzes 
them." (That last-what a sig nifi cant phra e .) 

ntil with increased pay and better food the Government bad again 
got the whip-band of the troop, a ho w of leniency, of, it m ay be, 
s tudied pusillanimity, seemed best for coping with the situation ; but 
once with an army b ehi11d him, Nicholas again is master for a time. 
Perhaps it is best so. Fnture· apons a11d leaders will not again point to a 
Duma as a possible step to freedom ; the people themselves now know 
that not a promise, not a word spoken by their rulers is to be believed ; 
these will lie and lie, kill and kill. So ha it al ways been, so iu ussia 
will it always be while an autocrat sits 011 the throne. Both mus t go. 
But meanwhile 1 Meanwhile every thi11king man, every ont -spoken 
woman, the "intellectuals," Socialists, peasants, all who of late have 
dared to act or speak freely, are being massacred or imprisoned. When 
the reactionist party grows weary of the smell of blood it will pa.use­
and then, then the peasa nts will have something to say. Now they are 
sulbn and silent. They see their women stripped and lashed by soldiers, 
their homes burnt, their trusted leaders shot without trial before their 
eyes. Defenceless, their arms gone, they can but stand and wait. "On 
somebody's soul all this must fall." 

One of the signs of the times is the increase of Anarchist groups. One 
year ago Russia hardly knew what Anarchism meant. Now it is no 
longer so, for the uew field has proved a fruitful soil. As usual, the 
habitual activity an<l d~termination of those of our creed has led to 
extreme measures being taken against them by the Government. For 
avowed Anarchists thne is no quarter. They are shot or hung without 
trial in batches wherever found. Aud this is happeaing so freq Llently 
where a bomb explodes or au official is executed, that it is quite apparent 
the name is used by the authorities to cloak their constant butcheries of 
revolutionary S ocialists. Russia is too vast for Anarchist influe11ce to have 
risen in one year to the height claimed for it by Witte's mercenaries, and 
the crimson hands of the genda1·merie and. Cossacks 11eed whitewash even 
in Russia. Anarchist 1 Haug him. Social-Democrat 1 Call him Anarchist 
and shoot hiru. How simple, and saves so much trouble! Well, brothers, 
if in life we two of a creed differ, death makes us one, aud to die for a 
people and a cause under auy name, be it Socialist or Anarchist, folds us 
in the ::ielf-same and sublime shroud. 

France. 
Anti-militarism is at present the chief point of interest in French revolu­

tionary circles. The savage sentences pas·sed recently ou the signers of the 
Paris poster that drew down the thunder of the law have n either scotched n or 
killed the advocacy of human brotherhood by anti-militarists as the authorities 
hoped they would. 'l'his placard had p erhaps twenty signatories ; now we hear 
of others posted boldly in every leading garrison town, some with eighty-three 
signatures, others with over a thousand, all calling upon the. conscripts t o 
r efus e to fight another nation at the mere command or the governing party. N o 
people, as the posters point out, has a constant desire to fl y at its neighbour 's 
throat-ill-feeling is always to be plar. ed at the doors of th e respective Cabinets, 
seldom to the nations thems elves. The propaganda increases daily and the 
authorities are at their wits' end how to suppress it. At present th ey co ntent 
themselves with fines and imprisonment, both of which are cheerfully borne by 
the d.elinquents, an d as these swell in numbers (witness th e thousand odd 
;;;igna.tmes ;:ittached t o a recent placard), prosecution becomes costly. Taken in 
its ·eutirety, th e question is by no means an easy one. There are tim es when 
men must fi ght-that is, so long as the present system lasts. It is hardl y likely 
that the Germans could walk rough-sh d over France without the hottes t anti­
militaris t ri sing in wounded pride to knock down one of them, and a ft er tha t as · 
many as he could. Human nature is the rock-bed of all action. :N o man will 
stand calmly by to see wife an1l children ill- t reat ed or his house burnt over his 
b ead. At such moments he must raise hi s hand or be no man. But it is onl y 
those countries where co nscription is ri fe that know the t rue meanin g of a 
standing arm y, of mili tarism. Even in En gland, wi t hout conscri11tion, the 
viciousness of barrack-li fe is an open secret, while the camps in I ndia are J1ot­
beds of unspeakable degradation and vice. These t hings, though never 
publicly alluded to, are well k now n. Still, in E ngland only a percentage of the 
population is liable to contam ination-on the Cont inent every woman 's son 
has to pass t hrough the fire . A nd no matte r how peaceably di ·posed a man by 
natnre may be, t here is something t hat essentially bru ta lises hi m when fo r one 
or three years he lives surrounded by ta lk or scenes of blood and away from ail 
t hat is elevating to the min d and morals . . Yo n h ave but to look down a 
weekly l ist of murders, of assault and crnelty of one fo rm or an other, to note 
t hat in almost every single case the criminal h as been or is <t soldier. The 
1rntions are slowly awakeni ng to the full horror of militarism, and France, as 
usual, is to the fore . Also as usual, it is a question the people will haYe to 
solve fo r t hemselves-no Government will help them to it, but rather baffle 
t hem to the utmost. 
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Ev ry UNDA MOR IN at 11 ,30. 

Sunda3 1 11 th farch. 
F . KITZ. 

Plan of Campaign against Landlordism and Capitalism. 

Sunday, 1 th Iarch . 
A . . tlf 1R H . 

Rebels at Mile End in A.D. 1381, and other English Revolts. 

uuday, 25th March. 
F. KITZ. 

Our Ideal:· the Abolition of Wage Slavery. 

LITERARY NOT E. 
M. -ettlau writes : In F 1·eedorn, December last, I called attention 

t o an earl) Engli h Anarchi t pamphlet which eem · almo t lost now, 
and I gue sed that it author wa A . . Cuildon . This is confirmed 
by a paper which Mr. B. R. Tucker, editor of Libe1·ty (P.O. Box 1,312, 
New York), kindly sent me. The Pe1·iodiccil Lette1· on the Principles 
wul, P 1·og1·ess of the Equ'ity ~fovement, vol. I., No. 4, Josiah Warren's. 
paper (Modern Time ), contains long extracts from "Tract No. 1 " 
of the "London Confederation of Rational Reformers" (pp. 52-57), 
besides a letter from J. Warren to A. d. Cuddon, in which the words 
occur-" believing you to hR.ve been the author of the foregoing tract." 

The question remains, What became of A. C. Cuddon after 1862, 
and are there other Anarchist writings of his besides the tract and the 
statement of principles 0854), the notes to Burke's Vindication (1858), 
which can safely be ascribed to him, and the articles in the Wo1·lcing 
lfl.Ian and the Cosrnopoli tan Review (1861-1862) ~ 

OPENING OF A NEW CLUB IN THE EAST END. 

There has been much r ej oicing among the J ewish comrades recently, and 
F ebruary 3 was quite a r ed-letter day for them. The "\.Yorkers' Friend" Clnh 
was opened on that day at Jubilee Street, Mile End. The meeting was well 
attended, and the hall, though large, was packed almost to overflowing. 
Comrade Rock er opened proceedi~gs, and spoke or the many trials and persecu­
tions which .h<td been their experience during th e last few years, and how it had 
finally culminatecl in the determination to get a place of their own. This had 
now been accomplished by the Federation of Yiddish-speaking Auarchist groups. 

There was a great burst of enthusiasm when Kropotkin arrived; and cheer 
after ch ee r went up as he made his way to the platform. He began by saying 
how much pleasure it gave him to be present on such an occasion, and he 
sincerely congratulated the comrades on securing this fine hall for -their new 
home, and also that it had been done out of their own hard-earn ed pence with­
out any middle-class assistance. He wi8hed them every success in their un de r­
taking. H e also made touching reference to our comrades in Russia. "The 
hearts of our brothers," hfl said, "will be gladdened to know that h ere in Lon­
don you have ii home where they will be sure of finding a welcome awaiting 
them if circumstances should force them to leave the land where they are now 
fighting so nobly for the cause of Liberty." 

Comrade J. Turner gave a short but very interesting account of the old 
Berner Street Club, which many comrades will no doubt remember. He 
expressed the hope and belief that this new venture would prove the mean s oE 
h elping on both the English and Jewish propaganda, and would bring both 
sections more in touch with each other. E. Leggatt and others also spoke. 
Letters and t elegrams from comrades in Hull, Norwich, and Belfast, also from 
Comrade Malatesta, were received, each wishing hearty success and prosperity. 
Vocal a nd instrumental music, followed by dancing, brought a very enj oyable 
evening to a close. 

English classes are in prog ress, also lec tures in Yiddish, and a series of 
t eclrnical lectures is being arranged. On Sunday mornings English lectures on 
the Soc ial question are being given, whilst Sunday evenings are pleasantly occu ­
pied by readings from famous thinkers. 

A Sunday School for the children is to be started as soon as arrangements 
are complet e. It is to be hop ed tha t . all comrades who nre able will find au 
opp ortunity t o visit the club, and thus give th e comrades th e encouragemeut 
they deserv e. Lu.LIAN W ESS. 
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