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NOTES. 
Nemesis! 

The assassination of Dom Carlos and his son has cmne as no 
surprise to those tim~-servers who pretend to be grief-stricken 
at the end of a selfish tyrant who deliberately worked for his 
own doom. After all, even the rake's progr,,.ess comes to an end; 
and although Carlos tried to shelter himself behind his political 
bully, Franco, every one kn.ew who was really swallowing. up the 
substance of the nation and ruthlessly destroying every shred of 
the peopl~'s rights. · Even· the· capitalist Press has had to 
publish his crimes against the, Portuguese people, whose poverty 
and sufferings never troubled him for one moment . . vVhat. has, · 
however, upset the calculations of editors and journalists is the 
fact that they have been unable to bring the deed home to the 
Anarchists. In fact, it looks more than probable that it will 
prove.to be the work of some Liberals with Republican tendencies .. 
After all, how fallible we all are! Fancy the principles advocated 
by the Daily News leading to tyrannicide ! 

How the King and Franco Economised (!) 
. We were told that the King appointed Fr.anco as Dictator to 

put a stop to the corruption · of the two political parties and to 
effect economies in the national finances. The following extracts 
from an article in the Standard of December 3 last give one a 
very good idea of what they meant by "economies":-

" The most remarkable of the Premier's acts has been the 
treatment of the monetary advances made to King Carlos, which 
were the chief bone of contention of the Opposition. . To put 
matters clearly, King Carlos owed the Government something 
like .£180,000, which· the Republican party were demanding 
should be refunded ·to the State. Senhor Franco, by an adroit 
move, arr~nged that his Majesty should nominally transfer to the 
Government his private yacht the Amelia, -together with the free 
use of various buildings previously rented from him by the 
Government, and .thus extinguished the King's indebtedness at 
one stroke. Nor is this al1, for his Majesty's income of £200 a 
day having long been found to be insufficient to meet the royal 
expenses, was increased by Senhor Franco to £350 a day." 

Rude people would call this .a barefaced robbery, but in 
polite circles it is termed "increasing the Civil List" ! In the 
same article we read :-

" Several hundreds of arrests have been made, mainly 
amongst the Republicans, the · charge being that of conspiring 
against the State. What becomes of these individuals it is 
difficult to ascertain." 

Well, if people are foolish enough to sit on the safety-valve, 
they must not be surprised if there is an explosion. 

: ~ 

What is Socialism ? 
It is not surprising that Comtade Macdonald, in an article 

we print in this issue, should take Mr. Hyndman to task for bis 
assertion fhat Socialism doe,s not mean equality. Was he afraid 
that the assembly of capitalists he was addressing would have 
their tenderest corns touched if he should maintain the claim 
of the poorest worker to at least as full and fair a life as these 
parasites assured for themselves? Or did he fear their dull 
iµtelligences would confuse the equality of Soc~alism with the 
stupid idea of all men being alike? In that case it would 
have been well for Mr. Hyndman to have made himself clear. 
It is too patently evident nowadays that all sorts of nonsEjnse 
is being paraded as Socialism, from the feeding of hungry 
children to the pensioning of the survivors of the economic 
struggle-few enough, indeed-on a miserable few Rhillings a 
w~ek. Whereas Socialism means, and true Socialists assert, 
~hat there shall be no hungry children ; and that pensions of 
all kinds are an abomiuation, and to the workers at least a cruel 

. ips~~lt. ~ Ti111e wm~, bmrnrnr, wlum Hyndman declared himself 

a Communist. How does he reconcile inequality with that 
principle of social organisation ? Is it political compromise 
that is taming his revolutionary ardonr? Or is he contei1t that 
finally it must be understood that the Anarchiet Communists 
are the true Socialists ? · 

The Government and the Unemployed. 
The ghastly and h.umiliating farce of making political capit~l 

out of the hopeless misery of the unem µloyed has once more 
been gone through. And once more the Government .has shown, 
as every one knew it \vould, an utter indifference to the fate of 
these victims of the capitalist system. But no doubt every one 
enjoyed the debate, and none more so than B,aron Munchausen 
Burns, who did not fail to seize on this fine opportunity for self­
adv.ert.isement. Thereupon lle gave the House the benefit of 
some of those fairy tales for which. he has long been notorious, 
and very quickly dispelled any shadow of hope that might have 

·arisen in the hearts of those workless and starving crowds to be 
found in everv citv of this the' wealthiest nation in the world. 
It is easier to~get hlood from a stone than help from a politician, 
alfd the .unemployed may continue their living death so long as 
they keep quiet. 

Voluntary Organisatipn Succeeds. 
It is a scathing commentary on the "awe-inspiring imbecility," 

as Mark Twain would say, of impotent Cabinet Ministers that­
voluntary effort should have shown what can be done for the 
·unemployed under most adverse conditions. It appears that in 
Philadelph_ia some well-disposed persons decided to help the 
"out-o'-works" to · cultivate such vacant spaces, and even 
building plots, as could be obtained. Such land was often of 
the roughest and most unpromising character. But as there 
was no Local Government Board to . interfere, the voluntary 
system worked splendidly, and for every penny expended a. 
return of eight-pennyworth of produce was assured. We are 
not quoting this ~s , a solution of the social problem, but as an 
excellent example of the voluntary spirit ·which Anarchists 
uphold as against State coercion. It was well this example came 
to hand at the same moment that the great Battersea showman 
was mouthing his own impotence to an admiring assembly of 
imbeciles. 

The Struggle in Ainerica. 
America's economic and social condition is such that any­

thing may happen at any moment. Whole populations are there 
crowded together in a state bordering upon famine, and the 
brutal methods of the Trusts offer no palliati \7es for the present 
and no hope for the future. The struggle there between wage­
slave and exploiter is seen in all its inhuman ugliness, and it is 
evident that when the storm does break the fight will be long 
and bitter. An encouragip.g sign of the spirit that is awakening 
in the American people ·is the way they organised against the 
rack-renters of New York. And they won the day· in spite· of 
t.he law and the police. And yet there is not one Labour repre­
sentative at vVashington. The battle was won in the only 
possible way .such things can . he won-by the direct action of 
the p,eople themselves. Such action will surely be foJlowed in 
other cities. 

What Does He Mean ? 
On Sunday, February 2, the Rev. R. J. Campbell said: "I 

feel certain t.hat no Socialist killed the King of Portugal. 
Socialism and Anarchism are wide as the poles apart." On 
the following .Thursday, speaking at. the City Temple, he said: 
"If the ideal of Jesus were carried out there would be no 
grades of s ciety. If we practised Christ's teaching we should 
all be Socialists and Anarchists." So if we practise Christ's 
teachings we should be " wide as ·,the poles apart." . Is this 
the N .;;1 rl. eol g.y ? . '.: . 
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" Hence the State· honors and blesses marriage, and fr~wns .. 
upon all other sexual relations,"-that is to say, each State 
hon,0rs' and blesses some sort of marriage relations, and frowns 
upon some other sort, the difference in different ages and nations 
embracing almost every conceivable variety which could come 
of the en tire freedom of indiiViduals. Since States are left· free 
to vary and· differ as they please, and do vary and differ 
aeeordingly, wh-y not- extend the same pFivilege to the indi­
viduals of the same State? If any better philosophical reason 
c.an be given- against. it than mere prejudice, undevelopment, 
and superstition, let us have it at once, and put an end to the 
discussion. · 

Yon ~ay it is nonsense to talk of iny views of individual 
sovereignty as a modern discovery, and of the antagonist views 
as moss-grown with antiquity. You conceive of individual 
sovereignty as being synonymous with egotism and about as old 
as sin . All .this simply indicates that my views are as yet 
so modern and so novel that even Mr. Greeley has · hitherto 
attained to no adequate conception of them. Please to endeavor 
tn understand, then, that the sovereignty of the individual 
which l talk about is the sovereignty of every individual; that 
it teaches me and every one who accepts it the most scrupulous 
defereHce . for the abs<ilute freedom of every human being, 
prnbibiting me aud them from arrogating any control or govern­
ment over others (except when we have to assume the cost of 
t l1eir actions, as in the case of children, a.nd become thereby 
eu,titled to the deciding power). It demands of me that I 
permit every man and every woman to think, speak, and do 
whatsoever seemeth good to them in the1r own eyes, laying 
down the least shadow of claim to the right on my part 
to suppress them, either directly or through the power of the 
Statt-, the Church, public odium, or otherwise,-only limited by 
the line that. they do not throw the burdensome consequences 

. u.f their conduct on me, and that they leave me tbe same amount 
of freedom. All tLis I hold as the essential principle of order 
an~·· harmony, a-~d growth ·in purity and intelligence, and 
rat10nal happiness among men. Please to in form me what you 
discover either unlovably egotistic or at all antique in this 
doctrine.. Are you able to illustrate its workings by quotations 
from ancient history so prnfuse as you intimate? 

Probably you · will" perceive tha.t y0u have . mistaken the 
assertion of one's own sovereignty over -others (which is your 
own· doctrine, and which has been · co111 mlln enough in the 
world) for a doctrine which affirms and sGd 11 lously guards that 
of all other men, while it is confessedly so egotistic as to 
claim the right of the individ

1

ual to himself. So long as it · 
rests in the phase of mere protest. against encroachment, it 
is just as egotistic, it is trt?e, as it is to request a gentleman 
to stand on his own toes and not on yours. 

Can you suppose that you· are treating my doctrine of the · 
freedom of woman and her right to herself with any fairness, 
when . you confound it with the polygamy which has existed in. 
barbarous countries, and which is the entire confiscation, not 
of one woman, as among us, but of many to one man? 

My doctrine is simply that it is an int0lerable impertinence 
for me to thrust myself into your affairs of the heart, to deter­
mine for you what woman (or women) you love well enough or 
purely enough to live with, or how many you are capable of 
loving. I demand that you simply let me alone to settle the 
~nost intimate and delicate and sacred affairs of rny private life 
l'n the same manner. You publicly notify rne tlrnt you won't. 
Another generation will judge between us as to the bat·barism 
and the. culture of these two positions. At present it is enough 
to say that my course leads to peace and yours to war. Judge 
which is best. 

You misconceive a little my method of getting rid of murder. 
I have the same personal prejudice that you have "to being 
knoc_ked down with a slung shot, or a pa.ving stone, dragged up 
a bhnd alley, and there fiuished "; nor do I hope to ge~ rid of 
su_ch acts, as you say I do, '"'by simply ceasing to visit them 
with a penalty, or to regard t·hern- as crinrns.n I apply that 
~en : dy only to acts which are no crimes except as they are 
111ad.e so by law. 

· Sti 11, there is no human action without a cause. A given 
rnmrler is not a solitary fact, standing 1n the midst of the 
uni verse, without antecedents or consequences. The philosopher 
Jooks into cau~es. The scientific reformer would ,apply bis 
remedies thE:'re. If a ma'n attempts. to murder me, that act has 
a ea >~; perhaps a st~te of, 'feeling on his ·part, induced by tlte, 
~"!~p 1 ~10n that a cei:tarn woman whom he calls, or hopes to call, 
Ins \Y lfe, has experienced a magnetism of attraction, over whieh 

she has no possible control, tow-ard m~> .. and by , th'e beliefT . 
inculc8tted by, .-.You a:qd othorsJ.~h'at,phat wbm~n beiengs, not ito 
herself, ,but to .. him. ltence he is delud>ed into the. notion that I 
haNe infilct"ed a· heinous, iWrong upon him,r alth<mg·h, probably, I 
have never, seen him · in my life, and pos~ibJy may never have 
seen the w0;man either. Looking at the effect alone, .as I, 'in 
common with the rest of mankind, may be comp.elled to do in 
the emergency, the remedy may be to knock the man on the 
head, or to commit him, as you re.commend, ~to Sing-Sing~ The 
true remedy; nevertheless, is a publiC' sentiment, based on the 
recognition of the sovereignty of the individual. Let the idea 
be completely repudiated from the man's mind that that woman 1 

or any woman, could, by possibility, belong to him, or was to be 
true to him, or owed him anything, farther than as she might 
choose to bestow herself, as far. ·as he could inspire her with 
affection and no farther; and from that hour the sentime11t of 
jealousy dies out, and the motive to one kind of murder is 
removed. 

Perhaps, in anoth~r case, the poor wretch ~as· born with a 
mind poisoned from conception, imbued, as the lawyers have it, 
with '' malice toward all mankind," because he was begotten in 
hatred from a . woman forced by the l~w into the repulsive 
em braces of a man she loathed, and so ''marked'' as a rr.onster, 
in every lineament of body and soul, by the horrid impression 
to which, as is well known, the susceptible imagination of a 
mother gives form in the character of her offspring . . The evil 
in this case is that .your prospective murderer was the child of 
abhorrence and despair. The remedy is to restore to · outraged 
woman the right to "choose freely, at all times, · the father of her 
own child. Till that be granted, all the rest of your "Woman's 
Rights" are not worth contending for. It is pitiable to see 
the advocates of this ism compelled to disguise_ their real want, 
fearing to utter it, and to make a false issue about the franchise, 
or something of no comparative value to them. The sovereignty 
of the individual is what they do demand, in common with the 
rest of mankind. No child healthfully and lovingly engendered,. 
and never· subsequently oppressed and outraged by false social 
relations, will ever be a murderer. Let the world learn that. 

-STEPHEN PEARL ANDREWS in reply to Horace_ Greeley, 1853. 

DOMESTI€ SLAVES. 

People have no idea of all the annoyances to which domestics 
are subjected, or 'of the fierce and eternal exploitation under 
which they suffer. ·Now .. the masters, now the keepers of 
employment bureaus, now the charitable institutions, to say 
nothing of the comrades, some of whom are capable of terrible' 
meitnness. And nobody takes any interest in anybody else. 
Ea.eh one lives, grows fat, and is entertained by the misery of 
someone poorer than ,himself. Scenes .change~ settings are 
shifted, you traverse social surroundings that are different and · 
even hostile, but everywhere you find the same appetites and 
passions. In the cramped apartments of the bourgeois and in 
tbe, elegaut mansion of the 'banker you meet the same filth, and · 
come in contact with the inexorable. The result of it :;i,11, for a 
girl.like me, is that she is conquered in advance, wherever ·she 
may, gQ and whatever she may do. The poor are the hu~an 
rnanm·e in which grow the · harv;ests of life, the harve~ts of.JOY 
which the rich reap, and which they misuse so cruelly agamst 
us. 'l'hey pretend that there is no more slavery. Oh, what 
nonsense i And what are_ domestics, then, if not slaves ? 
Slaves in fact, with all that· slaver_y involves of rnoPal vileness, 
inevitable corruption, and hate-engendering rebellion. Servants 
learn vice in the houses of their masters. Entering upon thei1~ 
du·ties · pure and innocent- some of them-they are quickly'" 
made rotten by contact with habits of depravity. They see 
nothing but vice, they breathe nothing but vice, they touch 
nothing but vice. Consequently, from day to .day, from minute 
to minute, they get more and more used to it, being defenceless 
against it, being obliged, on tl\e contrary, to serve it, to care for 
it, t.o res·pect it. And theii; rev.olt arises from the fact that they 
are powerless to satisfy it, and to break down all the obstacles. 
in, the. way of. its nat_ural. expansion. Oh, it is extraordinary I 
'!'hey demand of us all t·he virtue3, complete · resignation; all the 
sacrifices, all the heroisms, and only those vices that flatter the 
van.i:ty of the masters, and which yield them a profit. And all 
this in re,turn for contempt and wages ra.nging from thirty-five 
to ninety francs a· month. No, it is too much! Add that we 
live in perpetual distress _of 111ind, in a perpetual struggle· 
between the ephemeral; semi-luxury of the places that we fill,. 
and the anguish which the loss of these places causes us. Add 
th31t we ai·e contlnually conscious of the wounding suspicions 
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u PP~.R-CLASS-CO N SCI 0 u SN-~$$, that follow us everywhere-bolting .doors, p1,tdlockiQg d~awers, 
marking bottles, numbei:ing cakes and prqne.s, and contmually 
putting hs to shame by invasive exa1:1ination of our hands, our 
pockets, and our trunks. .For there is not a door, not a closet, " Class-consciousness" is not a popular term among English 
not a drawer not .a bottle', not an article, that does not cry out Socialists, because the Fabian Society believes in class co-opera­
to us" Thief 

1

! . thief! thief!" Add also ·the continuous vexation tion, and is too light-hearted to · entertain any serious generali- · 
caused . by that terrible inequality, that frightful disproportion ' sations of such ·an unpleasant nature. English: Socialis_ts, like 
in our destinies, which, in spite of familiarities, smiles, ~nd all loyal Englishmen, believe in the "tact)) of King. Ed:vard, 
presents, places between our mistresses and ourselves an Im- ~nd in practice, if not in theory, uphold the Constitut10n of -
passable abyss, · a whole · world o~ sullen .hatred.s, ~uppre~sed "the King, the Lords and. the Coi:i~ons." N everthele~s,. class­
desires, and future vengeances-a disproport10n which IS rendered consciousness, that essential prehmmary to the abolition of 
every minute more perceptible, more humiliating, more dis- class, does exist in England . . .Among the wage-earners it is 
gracing by the caprices, and even by the kindnesses! of th.o~e made plain in every. serious aetion .they undertake ; but the 
beings tbat know no justice and feel no love-~h~ rich. Did present jntention is ·to signalise it in a more uulikel.Y q uarter. 
vou ever think for a moment of the mortal and legitimate hatred, . Human J iistice for Those at the Bottom is ·written for ''·Those· at 

·~f the .murderous-yes, murderous-desires with which we must . the 'l'op" by one of them, C .. c. Cotterill (S~ith, Elder an~ ~o.) 
be filled when we hear one of our masters, in trying to describe It is written with a true feeling for the "evilness and cnt1cal­
something base an~ ignoble, cry ou~ in our presence, wi~h a ness" of our social conditions; and whatever we may think of 
disgust that casts us so violently outside the pale of humamty: the writer's chances of success in his appeal to the upper clas.s 
"He has the soul of a domestic: that is, the sentiment of a to recognise its terrible responsibility, we must welcome it as a 
domestic." Then what do you expect us . to become in these .sign of a dawning" upper-class-consciousness." 
hells? Do these mistresses really imagine that I should not · He begins by asking, "When and by whom shall the ~ork be 
like to wear fine dresses, ride in fine carriages, have a gay time done?" .And to answer this. would immediately estrange us 
with lovers, and have servants of my o.wn? rrhey talk to us of . from his aru'umerit. For he sticks to his appeal to his OWil class 
devotion, of honesty, of fidelity. Why, but 'it would choke you throughout~ that being the intention of the wbo~e book, as 
to death, my little chippies! . advertised on the fast page. Instead, let us see rn what he 

Once, in the Rue Cambon . , . . how many of these places I differs from the · merely benevolent-minded of the upper class. 
have had! ... the master~ were marrying their daughter. "Under the present system of party politics the poor of this 
rrhey ·gave a grand reception in the evening,' at which . the country . .. _. . . have. a very poor chance. The more I know 
wedding presents were exhibited-enough of. them to fill a about the. condition of the poor, and the more I reflect on it, 
furniture van. By way of jest I asked Bapt1ste, the valet de and the more I know abrmt the system of party politics, and the 
chambre: more I reflect on it, the more convinced I am that one of the 

"Well, Baptiste, and you? .· What is · your prese»t?" main reasons why these pour people have such a bad chance is 
".My present?" ex:claime.d Baptiste, with a shrug of his the existence of the present system· of party politics." With 

shoulders. this we are in perfect sympathy, as well as with his denunciation 
"Yes, tell me, what is it? " of "the old, used-up, stifling and poisonous stuff which too often 
"A can of pet·roleum lighted under their bed. That is· my :comp0 ses · the atmosphere of th~ House of Commons." After 

· present." . . . 1this it is somewhat surprising to · us to find him appealing for 
. It was a smart answer. · Moreover, this Baptiste was an legislative action. It is true tha~ his. appeal for this. is ~ure~y 

astonishing man in politics. tentative, however, as he makes it quite 'clear that his faith m 
"·And yours, Celestine?" he asked, in his turn. representative action is none of the strongest. · 
"Mine? " · I 11 d f d" t · h Briefly, he anpeals to t 1e we -to- o or irec act10n; e 
I contracted my two hands into the shape of talons, and, demands not only 'the ·sacrifice of their wealth in the cause ot 

pretending to claw a face ferociously, l answered: justice, but fo.r their individu~l acti?!1·. No amo.unt o~ c~arity 
" 'My nails, in their .eyes! " . . will s\:i'ffice. "'The test of the 'rigbt· spmt · ..... is to hve near 
The butler, without being asked, remarked quietly, while ~them,"-that is, the poor. "The whole system ·of modern society 

arranging flowers .and fruits 'in a glass dish with his fastidiou,s is false" b.ecause it is is falsely based. We know it, and we are 
fingers : . . . ·. . therefo're dissatisfied, unea~y in our conscience/" " Of one thing 

"I would be satisfied to sprmkle then· faces m church with we may be ·quite sure-things· cannot . ·remain as .they are." 
a bottle of good vitriol." · -'·'Yes, in · ~m far as it ,is bad, the old system of society is coming 

And he stuck a rose between two pears. to ~n end, and we know it and are thankful f6r it. And one 
Oh! yes, how · we love then:i ! , 1,he extraordinary thing is bad·portion 'of the old system is the 'class system, and -this too is 

'that these revenges are not taken morn frequently. When ~ d k · d h kf l f'. • :M 
,_. think that ·a cook; for instance, holds her masters' lives in her coming to an end, an we now it an are t an u or it. · Y 

· · 1 h appeal to the upper c-lasses is to -use what tnay still be useful in 
hands every day: a pinch ·of arsenic instead of salt, a htt e das the old class system .for the last time; let it at least .do a great 

. of strychnine instead of vinegar, and ·the thing is done. Wel~, thing before it ceases to be, aud so b1·ing it .. to an end." 
no, iL must be tLat we have servitude in our very blood ! 

I have no education, and I write what I think aud what I Ah, n~ight it so be! Could but a fraction of the wealth and 
have seen. Well, I say that all this is 1.wt beautiful. I say energy··i:ww devoted to party ends and wetl-advertised charities 
that from the moment when anJone instals a~other under his \be ' diverted into the ch·annels "of 'enlightenment, what ultimate 
roof, though he were the last of poor devil's, or the lowest of siifferiffgs ·and itgonies of societ) might be avoided ! Mr. 
disreputable girls, he owes them protection, he owes them '.Ootterill foresees a revolutionary . c~ange in societ.r. Does he 
happiness. I say also that, if the ii:iaster does' not give it to us, fail to s.~e 'tlrat the "longer it is postpon~d the more bitter w·ill 
we have a right to take it, even from his strong-box, even from be t·hf': action; lthat injustice is cumulative, aud the fruit of 
his blood.-A Chambermaid's Dia?·y, by Octave Mirbeau. "injustice, hatred? · Does he not see ·that to fearless~y advance 

·Books, &c., Received. 
•Riches and Pove?·ty. By L. G. Ohiozza l\Ioney, M P. " ·People's 

Edition." ls. uet. ·Methuen aud Co. 
: · We heartily welcome this c:heap edition of a.n intensely interesting 
Jhook. · 'rhe t1·e1nendous . wealth. ·of . the · few. rich, and the bl.i.ghti:ug 
1poverty of the mauy poor, al'f~ shown here in statistics and. ·diagr!t'IUS 
;.that can he e11.sily. gra;;ped. Those who remein her the author's !H t·ticles 
·fo the .Da~ly Ne'll(s. tw~ 01' three years !JgO will i.Je I glad that thi,; book 

'.'is 110~--puplished . H.t ll: · price · 111or~ ·suitable t(I i.cantily li'ned pockets. 

"Essays i1i Socialism-New and Old. By Belfort Bax. 6d. London : 
. Grant Uichards. 
,Vn .-Anarchiste devant les 1'ribunaux : .Declarations de G~01·ges Etievant. 
· lOc. · .22 Hue du Chevalier-de-Iii-Barre, Paris: 
Jleso/utio1Ls pa~sed at the . .Anm·chist · Cong1·e~s Jield at Amsterdani. 
· · Augu.«t 24-31. Hi07. ld. ' Publi~hed by ' the foternatio~ial 'Btm au . 
. !.Pe,r1·e Libre (Les Pionnier~/ . Par Jean GrH.ve. l'Huit1 e· par l\i' . . H .!T, 

- 3. tr. '50 c.. ~ari~: Les' 1'emps Nouv~au[I.:; 1 Rue llroca. 

the· cause of emancipation, of revolution, · is the only way to 
ultimately alleviate that bitterness and hatred? we wish him 
·well -in his appeal to "those at the top,"' for, whatever his 
conclusions, we are· thankful' for his ouGspoken expression .of 
class-consciousness. K. ·W. 

/ All society is divided in opinion on the subject of the State. 
Nobody loves it, and the only defence set up is the fear of doing 
worse by disorganising.-Em.er:·on. 
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AN APPEAL FOR "FREEDOM." 

All conuades interested in the Anarchist propaganda in 
this country realise how' difficult it is to maintain a paper like 
FREEDOM and to spread our literature amongst the masses. 

For some considerable time we have been able tO issue · 
FREEDOM as an ~-page paper. But this involved an expenditure 

~ far above our income, and only by special efforts of sympathising 
· comrades has the deficit been met. 

Th,e wint.er i.nonths are our hardest time, arid o·ur position at 
the present moinent corn pels us to make a strong appeal to all 

. who' ha·ve any interest in our work to give what they can, not 
only.in support of our paper, bnt also to enable us to reprint 

·without delay several of our pamphlets for which we are frequently 
receiving orders, but our stock of which is now exham;;ted. 

We would ask friends specially to remember how necessary 
·it' is that Anai:chist ideas shou!d be -explained . to the workers. 
-·on every ·hand we s·ee tlie disastrous conseq ~ences of the mania 
for political actio~ evinced by the Socialist and Labour leaders, 
turning the workers into patient, law-abiding voting cattle. 

,.They are being misled as to the true issue, and every effort is 
.made to prevent them recognising and using their economic power. 

. But to those \.vlw have a mind of. their own, and are disgusted 
with the failu"re of political methods, our ideas are welcome and 
inspiriting. We want to ·reach as' many of these-a growing 

·number- as p6s:?ible, arid we need tile means to do it with. The 
circulation of · Fii:EEDOM has increl}sed nearly 50 per cent. during 
the past twelve months, the demand for lit~:r;ature is also greater 
_than ever, and on all hands 've hear of discontent with the old 
me-thods, .arid of a brighter future for .Ana.rchism. Let us take 
full advantage of our increased opportunities. 

All who can ;help should send. their donations to T. H. _Keell, 
127 Os_s_ulston Street., London, N.W. 

ANARCHISM IN SRI STOL. 

. Anarchism has'. been the ·cause of some trouble in the Bristol 
/Socialist S:ociety of late, and on January 29th G. Ballard, who, 
. we fear, beai·s the heavy responsibility of having disturbed the 
oth.envise ·peaceful routine of that high~y su_cqessful politicai 

~ organis~tion, gave a lecture o:p. "Anarchy and Socialism.-" 
It. is perhaps well to admit at the outset that the lecture was 

not so convincing or clear as _it might have been with such a 
subject in· hand, while there was a certain hesitation in delivery 
·which implied that 0'-:lr comrade did not qu.ite feel tlie strength 
and . logic of the p0sition which he was occupying. Of this, 
however, the speaker was clearly aware, and we hope to hear 
him in. better form at some future date. · 

, , - Several points raised were well worthy of notice, and the 
-object thr0ughout seems· to have been to preach a pure doctrine 
·'"of revolution and to put. forward those _ truths which are the 

essence of all revolutionary thought. .Thus it was shown that 
State· ownership of the means .of life was opposed to the .ideas of 
liberty and freedom. The .ethical .and praetical value (or rather 
uselessness) of the v::ote was .convincingly dealt with, while :it was 

·- shown that this vote was the only means by which the orthodox 
Socialist intends to convert the power of the State from its attitude 
of opposition to' the people (which it has always occupied since 
its .existence) into .a means of contrnlling for th~ people's benefit 
the "production, distribution, and exchange " of the necessaries 
of life. -. , .· · . 

~he phifosophy of J~sus .and of his great : disciple Tolstoy 
.haying been refen:e?·;: to and a tr.ibute paid to it, the .l~}LH-bred 
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doctrine of peaceful reform so prevalent among the political parties 
. was dealt with, and it was pointed out that the tragedy of human 
·existence lies not in an occasional murder or in any violent shock 
which our social system may sustain, but rather in the uninter­
rupted course of oppression and tyranny, which we or:ly ~ndure 
because our familiarity with it has made us callous and md1fferent 
to the greater tragedi~s · which every day of its existence involves. 
Further, that the deeds of terrorists (who, by the way, are always 
Anarchists when_ convenient) are only .remembered becaus~ they 
are blows struck at the most vital part of a system. -vvh1ch all 
who .profess revoluti9n have to admit is damnable. . 

Such remarks, it may readily be understood, were n~t. entirely 
pleasing to the audience, but arguments against the position were 
scarce as also were those who had been loud in. their denuncia­
tion of our comrade's attitude, these showing the better side of 
their valour by their discreet..absence. . 

In conclusion, let us express a hope that som~ at. l~ast m 
Bristol will recognise that to socialise the means of hfe is mdeed 
a different thing from placing them in. the hands of a Govern­
ment, and realisi.ng this, will cease to allow themselves to be lost 
in the great · political game which is absorbin~ the energy of 
would-be reformers; and will help to raise on high the Red Flag 
of a rea l revo]ution which shall -finally overthrow tyranny, and 
by which the human race shall find its freedom. 

H. M. HYNDMAN ON SOCIALISM. 

Socialism in its relation to trade . and commerce . formed the 
subject of an after-dinner debate 'lat the I?lperial. In_dustrieg 
Club the other night, where, in Conservative cap1tahst_s and 
Social Democratic leaders, political extremes met on friendly 
terms, .:B'rom scanty reports of the function in the daily Press, 
we gather o~ly a few points of . what must h:we . been an 
interesting discussion. · : 

In the hands of the Social Democrats, . accordmg to Mr. 
Hyndman's exposition of the doctrine, Socialism has narro~ed. 
down to mere State ownership -of the means of pro~uch~n, 
distribution, and . exchange. And further, as to the ethical side 
of the question, " Socialism does no:t mean equality," say now, 
openly, the exponents of S~cial D~moc!acy. . , . 

Iri effect, then, State ownership, with retent10n of t~e idea 
and practice . of. socia~ i!1eq~alities, for~s . th.~ conc~ptrn.n ?f 
8ocial Democr.at1c Somahsm m Great Bntam, JUSt as it d<?es lll 
Australia and America and doubtless in othe1· countries wher.e · 
the ideas of Karl M~r~ have been boiled down to suit the 
convenience of political parties, for the most part posin~ an'd 

·masquerading under the Red Flag and the name of Revolut~o~ary­
Socialism. 

State owner_ship and . social inequality are to -. be _the funda· 
mental- principles · of the new s.ocial system which is tQ make 
"wealth ftow like water." We might supplement Mr. Hyndman's 
statemeut by pointing out that l;>lood ·also u~d~r . such a syste:r;n 
will in all probability flow like water, for m it all the aboID:I· 
nations of the present system will be intensified, in so far as an 
aristocracy of Labour, of democratic caste, would replace the 
aristocracy of birth and money ! . . . 

It is a bold stroke on the part of Social De.mocrats to escape 
the problem of how to equalise the di~tribut1oll: of wealth by 
repudiating the · very principle. of social equality. . But let 
them clearly understand that in repudiating "equaht~" th~y 
repudiate Socialism l And let the world know them rn then· 
true light, as nothing more,_ in essence, than a subtle form of · 
Conservative p·olitic_al p.arty. 

The matter is too serious the issue too momentous to the 
welfare of the true Labour ~ovement, to be passed over in 
silence. -

· Mr. Hyndman is too honourable a comrade. and too kee!1 a 
logician to play upun the dou?le · m~aning of s?c1al and phy~1cal 
.equ.ality ; and therefore, pendrng his explanat10!1 of the curious 
position, we are driven. to assume that he is no longer a 
Socialist. . . 

. If there is no equality of the sexes,. no equality of comr~des, 
no equality anywhere, why alter the present system ? Cnmes 
of ·the · present system .are its · failure to recognis~ t.he truth. of 
social equality, and brutality towards the v1ct1ms of its 
ignorance. . · . . . . 
· 'l'he fallacy of the Social Democrat1~ co~c.ept_10n of mequah~y 
arises from ·perpetual atbempts to classify rndlV1d uals. upon th_e1r 

·economic abilities; while _ignoring all the other quahties wh1~h 
, go to ~ake the complete biological uni~the mora.l,, ~h~ m(:mtal, 
~!l~ the. physical man. Who can name _th& potentiaht1es. of any 

._ singl~· individual.?. . At an.y mo~e9t a toµch of love, of hght, of 
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-art, S~iell;C~, Or p~ilosophy~ mar conver·t an apparently common­
·_place mdividual mto an mspired prophet, poet; or philosopher. 
·One~ lose sense ?f the Sl\.credness of individuality, which gives 
the idea of equality, and all becomes darkness and chaos where 

1 beauty and truth and love were wont to be. 
. The w:ou~ded comrade o~ the battlefield has not surely lost 

his equality i? the eyes of. his fellows ·;· not, most surely, in the 
-eyes of t~e faithful women who tend the hospital bed. What ·is . 
the ~ean~hg ~f burial with honom, civil or military, if not that 

,-equality is berng expressed? The bullet in the brain or the 
pathogenio germ in the blood, has not destroyed the 'love of 

·Comrade.s. Why therefore should accidents of place and tim~ 
~n~ envrro?m~n~ be assumed to destroy equality because they 
.,,,nJure the md1v1dual. 

~et us rather recog~ise the science and philosophy, and 
?ultivate the art of eq_uahty, for the great truth behind the word 
is as. ~- central sun . m the whole astronomy of social ideas, 
prov1drng at once a hght for the mind' and heat for the human 

-h(!art, a force of gravitation which .will gather_ up the scattered 
movements of men, and bind them iµ . one grand harmonic 
.solidarity. · 

Th~ idea of equality furn~shes a key to the u-nderstanding of 
·a ll social problems, whether rn the practical economic fields or 
·i n the abs~ract r.egi0ns of ethical thought. Take, for example, 
-the quest10n ':.£ unemployment. The unemployed are our 
'brothers and sISters wounded in . the common battle of life · , 
-they ar_e our eq u~l~, our other sel ve~, part of our , larger Ii ves, 
whwh it .were smcidal to neglect. rrhe work less in this the 
present system are the homeless, the foodless the sufferinO' the 
victims of our common ignorance. If we ~onsider ther~' the 

·"unfit," .we b~tray our foolishness; and their physical suffering 
makes those of us who can ·feel woefully unhappy, and those who 
"cannot feel for others are woefully depraved. To -rescue the 
unemployed by wise measures will help to restore the balance of 

-our ~ompl1~te selves. It is not enough that .we preserve our 
'.Phys!cal n ~es; our mental an.d . moral berngs are equally 

,,premous. · ·ro. prese~ve our mor~l selves we must preserve the 
1·ace as far as rn us hes. By savrng others we · save ourselves, 

-~~nd we learn these truths by pett.:eption of ·the idea of equality. 
. M_oral philosophy is summed up in ·the one :idea, social 

..equahty and how to maintain it. ·Why do we make so much of 

.men who rescue their _fellows from d;;inger? \Ve .instinctively 
· feel the force of equality. Why are we so callous as to the faet 
-0f millions of ·suffering hum~n lives? Our conscience or 

.. ·instincts, or ideas, are not awake to the truth of equalitJ. ' As 
soon as they are awake we become men ·of action and our line_ 
of action lies in the endeavour to restore the lo~t balance of 
equality; we beco'me Socialists_:tbat is, · we beco~e allies 

'·:fighting a common fight, helping each other. . ' 
. . A sense of_ equa~ity · is the activ:e principle of children's 
psycho_lo_gy. It reqmres years of adult domination to suppress . 

' .th.e .spmt of · reyolt, of preservation, of equality, in a ·child's 
· mi.nd. .cowed m the horn? by ignorant parental authority, 
-dulled m sc.hool, and expl.01ted everywhere, humanity from its 
.cradle days is broken ,by' immoral (because destructive) inter­

, fere.nce on the part of the ph1sically strong, w4o prosper for 
~ time . upon the false doctrmes a~d perverted instincts of 
'mequahty. : 

·' . If children_ were treated according to their natural rights, in 
terms of equality, there woul~ be · no need of old-age pensions. 

·The old suffer because of their cruel treatment of children in 
the days .of po".9'er .. Mor~ and inor? as the 'co~~eption of equality 

~ ~,pf all somal umts smks rnto the mmds of men, young children, 
:ol<~ · people, the halt, lame, and blind will receive all that 

,,,-»,a_ttention to their needs which humanity demands. · · 
· ~h.e 8ocial. Democrats in discarding equality part with 

"Sociahsm and ideals uf m0rality, and find themselves confronted 
with the ii;npossible tasks of attempting to square social cjrcles, 

-.~o _reconm~e .a.n tagonisms, to create ' ~ moral society upon 
·immoral prrnciples. . 
·~ The position of Social Democracy would ·be ridiculous were 
·1t not so t:agic .. ~ow is it ~oss~ble to-. abolish · t1e competitive 
. syst~m while retarnmg the prmmple of rnequalities? Inequality 
.can only express itself by cnmpeti tion. Differences of abilities 
i~ply . differences .in _rewards and privileges; and what force 
,will pre.vent explo1tat1un of the physically weak by the physically 
:strong if al I moral force be destroyed ? · 
. T.wo thousand years of beautiful Christian ethics have failed 

, ·fo mora~~se the· world because of the abandonment .of the 
- pr~nciple <;>f ~quaJ'ity. In ·the first division ·or humanity into 
'--Samt-s and · smners a fatal error is committed. In the new 
so?iet! ~o .~e based upon the shifting . sand of inequal.ity the 
-samts wiH be the_· strong and the ·sinners the re·bels~thosi3 who 
'afo ·not, strong enough to as·sert . their equali1ty. r_rlhey may · be· 

too weak to revolt, but they will form political parties doubtless; 
and society, acting upoh the supposed justice of inequality, will 
develop the competitive ·spirit more than ever, . since down to 
the present time equality has at least been the ideal, if not the 
practice, of all religions. . 

' For many years the Social Democratic forces h~ve failed to 
pro~uce any new thought, Even Mr. Hyndman, when asked a 
straightforward question by' business men as to what form of 
trade and commerce Socialism proposed to substitute for the 
present ~ommercial and ~r~de pri_nciples and practice, could only 
answer 111 vague generaht1es whrnh are far from satisfactory to 
men who are vers~d in analytical methods, whose lives depend 
u_po.n correct ~st1mates · and mature judgment, and complete 
s1ftrng of details. 

· Commercial men 9.esirous of information upon Socialistic 
com~erce s~o.uld study the commerce of the earlier years of the 
mediaeval c1bies; they should become familiar with the com­
munal purchase and communal carriage of goods from abroad. 
Ships, markets, and means of land transit were all owned, at 
the outset, for a certain time, by the· free cities. Details may be 
studied in Krnpotkin's " Mutual Aid," where illustrations are 
given. as to how distributirm of trade and commerce 'were 
arranged in mediaeval cities from Thurso to Plymouth . . 

Of course, the mediaeval cities were n0t abs Jlute communes .. 
Th~ doc~rine of inequality hftd · sapped the foundations of 
somal philosophy handed down fnm the tribes and village 
comr~rnnities. Still, enough of the old .sp1rit of s0lidarity 
obtarned to colour most of the city fonction~, while some of 
the functions were wholly communal in their nature. 

'I'he elements of scientific communal commerce obtain in our 
society to-day: Shipping companies are often vast organisations 
whose roots rnterpenetrate the whole country. A few expert 
managers and directors do' all the dil'ective work, and if .such 
organisations were communally o w·~ed, the same staff of manage- . 
ment could_ conduct affairs as they do now. . _ 

We must separate · the essential from the . non· essential 
elements in considering questions or communistic. ownership,... 
Vessels at sea are - in command of- expert seaJaring offi;cers ; 
there must be a trade reason _for their existence; they mnst be 
of useful si.ze and up to date in engines and_ hygiene. All these 
are essential elements; but the question as to who owns the 
ship is not essential to trade and commerce. The vessel may he 
owned by a single merchaut, by a company, by a commune, by a 
nation, or by a corrimunised humanity. 

It ~s inconceivable that a fle~t like the British Navy could be 
owned by an individual capitalist, yet on the'· whole the ' Navy 
as a Navy works well under national owne1~ship. Under 
communal _0wnersh'ip no essential principle need .be alt@re4. 

In reahty,· Communism, Socialism, is coming to the rescue 
of the trials and troubles of sorely vexed Chambers of Commerce. 

· Oommer~ial men are to learn . that S<?cialism is to simplify 
commercrnl and trade problems on what would be called 
business lines. Already the great 11}aj0rity of inland merchants 
feel that shipping companies levy blackmail to a ·prohibitive 
extent. They are ripe foe a com~n:tmised rne;rchant navy, and 
communised ports, docks, and rail ways. 

Along these lines of thought the business minds of to-day_ 
mu~t be led until the sublimity. of a Qomplete Commu'nistic 
society appeals to them, -not only in its business simplicity, bn-t 
in its social beauty. 

·As to talking about c·o-ope1.-ation · in ·general teri.ns to 
bu~mess men, it is like speaking Christianity to a Turk. "A: 
gomg concern " is the everyday experience of commercial life; 
therefore we must expect drastic criticism ·of ·any proposed new 
order, and we should be prepared to meet it. ' 

· We, as Communists, can have uothing whatever to d\.}. with 
any principle of revolution or refor'm whieh implies inequal'ity. 
We_ stand or fall by the noble doctrine of eqdality, and we invite 
bus mess men and others with expert kn0 wledge of tra,de and 
comrrteree to help us with their experience and eou11nercial• 
wisdom ti) formulate · detailed sche1ues of di~fri bution arrd 
~x?h~nge base~ upo1i trie principie, as upnn gravitation, the 
prmClple of so01al equality of all. . . · 

· There is only room for two grand divisions nf soL:iety, viz., 
-Socialists and Anti-St)cialists. Socialists are those whn believe 
in Equality. .An·ti-Socialists are those like the Conservative, 
Liberal, Radical, and Social Democratic parties, who stand for 
Inequality. ' ' ' rr. I!,. MACDONALD. 

LABURNHAM HOUSE, 134 HIGH · STREEf, BATTERSEA. 

On· SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, at 7.30 p.rn., 

A Debate oH ".A.na:rchis~" wil'l .take place. 

Jn Fdvoiw :· N. W ALTl:H~. . Against: J. FlTZGERALD, S.P . .G.B, 

.. 
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-The ~Basis ·of Trade Unionism~ 
BY EMILE POUGET. 

. M~ember of the F1·ench Geneml Confedemtion oj Labou1·. 

(Concli1,sion.) 

The want of coherence in Parliaments, their ignorance of popular 
aspiratious and also their powerlessness, are facts that have been sifted 
so caref n1Jy·that it is useless to dwell upon them. The result is .no 
better wben we examine the consequences of u11iversal suffrage in 
municipal disti-icts. A few examples briefly described will demori_­
strate this. 

Dlll'i11g the laf'.t quarter of. a century rural municipalities have 
been fol' tl 1e most part in the hands of peasants. Wealthy la11downers 
were not t • ppo~ed to this conquest, knowing that, owing to the invincible 
necessitie!-' of present society and th'e' obstacles put in the way by a 
central authority, nothing efficacious could be attempted against them. 

By Socialist push, the same conquest of municipalities has been 
realised i11 working-class districts; the benefit to the wor·ker has been 
small. The municipalities annihilated by the Government have not 
been able to realise their programme, and disillusions have been ·the 
consequence>. Yet another danger. Proletarians have turned from 
their Uni»tt to political effort, all their energy . has gone in this 
direction nn<l they have neglected economic organisation, so that bad 
employers, whose exploitillg ferocity has no limits, have benefited by 
not· finding an active and vigorous Trade Union group to oppose them. 

In the North of France-Roubaix, Armentieres, etc.-where 
municipalities are or have been Socialistic, wages are frightfully low. 
In the Ardennes the same obtains, There numerous Trade Unions had 
been formed; but the members having allowed themselves to be com­
pletely abso1·bed by politics, the Unions have lost the power of opposing 
their employer·s. 

To all these defects Democracy adds, if possible, yet a greater 
mistake. Progress, as demonstrated by the whole of our historic past, 
is the consequence of 1evolutionary efforts of conscious _minorities. 
.Now Democi·acy organises the stifling of minorities to · the profit of 
sheepish :t11d conservativ~ majol'ities. 

* * * 
'.rhe 'Work of deviating · the economic mov:ement attempted by the 

-midclle ·cla..:::-; C•>uld only be moment,ary. The corporative group is .not 
the r~snlt of a rtifieial g1·owth. It springs up and develops spontaneously 
.and inevitably in all sunou11di11·gs. It is to :be found in aucieut times, 
fo the MidJle Age~, ai1d to-day; and we can show that at. all times its 
developmeut lias Leeri ob:strncted by the possessor of privileges, who, 
feariug the power of expansion of this method of grouping, took up the 
cudgels against it, without, however, succeeding in destroying it. 

It is J1ot astonishing that corpcr.ative groups have such an intense 
vitality. Theil- absolute annihilation ' is impossible ·of 1·ealisation, for 
the reason that in order to succeed it would ibe necessary to destroy 

·society itself. ,. Indeed the corporate gl'oup has its roots -in the texisting 
. form of. pr.ocl 11ction,1and ·no1·ma:lly proeee~s fvom it. Now·, as assoeiation 
for. , product.ion · is an inevitable necessity, -how could it be possible for 
·workers· g:nhel'ed together for this pu.rpose to limit their co-operation 
to matters ouly useful to their employers, who benefit by exploitation 
in common? ln orde1· to satisfy capitalist interests, producers wer~ 
brought together in economic groups; and they would have but the 
intelligence of ri1olluscs had they not sufficient judgment to overstep 
the boundaries imposed upon them by their exploiters. · 

W orkmeu possessing a little bit of common sense were inevitably 
. brought to see the flagrant antagonism that makes them, the pr<?ducers, 
·the ·irreconcilable foes of their· employers: they are the robbed; their 
eml'loye1·s itre the robbers. 

'l'berefol'e, for them the discord is so radical that only politicians 
. 01· employers' menials can spout about "harmony betw.een Capital and 
Lal>our." 

B~sides .. wage-earners would not be long in recognising that the 
employers' rapacity is the more exacting the weaker is working-class 
r~sistauce. Now it is easy to prove that the isolation of the · wage­
earner constitutes his maximum of weakness. Consequently, co-opera­
tion fol' production having already taught the exploited to appreciate 
'the beuefit~ of association, they only needed will and initiative to create 
a~gl'Oup for proletarian self-defence. 

1'hey soon leamed its value. The middle classes who had no fear 
of the " People as- electors " were compelled by the· people as a " Trade 
Union" 'to recognise the l'ight of combination and 'l1rade Union liberty. 

In consideration of these first results, repeated attempts have· been 
made to divert t~ie worki~1g class from the. T1·ade Union. In spite of 
such mauoeuv1·es, the pal't played by the Trade Union has ;grown 
elea1·er a11d more precise, so much so that in future it c~n be thus 
defined:-

In Jll-'esent sm·roundings tha permanent mission of the •rrade 
U 11iou is Lo defend itself against any diminution of vitality-that is to 
say, agaiw-t any i·eduction of wag.es and: ·auy increase of working -hours. 
Besides 1 e:-isti11g atu.wk, it must p~ay the part of aggressor and strive 
to iucreaSll the well-being of the U,nion, which can only be realised by 
trespa.ssiug on c1pitalist privileges, and conititutes a sort of partial 
expl'Oiwiation. · 

· Besides this task .of incessant skit-~jshes, the Union i8 engag~d ~n 

the:-~eJ;k. of . integral eman~ipation · of which it will ·9e the ei;li,caci~u.s 
acrent. It will consist in taking po~session' of social wealthr now in the 

-h~nds . of the middle class, and in .reorganising s~ctety on a Communi~t 
basis, so that :with ·a minimum· of. productive effort the maximum of 
well-being ·wm be obtained . 

'l'HE RIGH~ OF TRADE UNIONISM. 
Let us examine how Trade Unionism i_s constit\1ted. Forming 

part of a certain corporation, an infinitesimal minority of bold men, 
possessing sufficient character, create a group in order· to resist and to 
fight capital}sts. _ 

What will be the attitude taken by this handful of mil~tant men ? 
Shall they wait to stale their claims till they have won over, if not the 
whole, at least the majority of their fellow-workers belonging to the 
corporation ? 

They would act thus if they introduced into the economic struggle 
the political prejudices held by the majority. · 

But as the exigencies of the stl'uggle are more urgent than 
democratic sophisms, the logic of life impels them to action, towards 
new ideas opposed to the political formulas with which they have been 
surfeited . 'fo· obtain this result it is not necessary for the combatants 
to possess a great quantity of judgment if only they be not paralysed 
by formulas and abstractions. 

We have even witnessed, in a very important circumstance, the 
politician Basly respect 'J'rade Union principles and demand that they 
be put into practice. . It is al_most superfluous to add that this 
manoeuvre on his part was unalloyed cunning, in order to discredit 
revolutionary tendencies. It was at the Miners' Congress held at Lens 
in 1901, when the question of a general strike was being discussed, 
that Basly endeavoured to impede the movement by proposing a 
referendum; and, contrary to democratic theories, he caused the 
Congress to decide that the number of non-voters should be added to 
the total of the majority. 

This .politician who thought himself so cunning would have been 
much astonished bad it been pointed out to him that, instead of having 
tricked the· Congress, he. had acted as a revolutionist and had been 
inspired by Trade Union principles. Indeed in this particular circum­
stance Basly paid no heed to the opinion of men without judgment; he 
looked upon them as human zeros, only fit to be added to thinking 
units,. as iuel't beings whoi;:e latent ·powers could only be put.into motion 
by contact with ene1·getic and -bold men. This way of looking at· things 
is the negation of democ1·atic theories that proclaim equality of rights 
fo1· all . men, and teach that the sovereign will of the people is fully 
car·ried out by means of universal suffrage. Basly was not clear on this 
point, and for a while, fo1:getting his political theor·ies, he was easily 
influenced by the economic doctrines of his surroundings. 

Let us also remark that .democracy has never, been in vogue among 
corporate groups . . ·Face to face .with social need~, combatants in th~ 
rnnks of Trade Unionism solved pl'Oblems as their. common s~ns~ 
taught them. Their deed.s, therefore, precede4 , the declaration of 
'l'rade V nion principles. . 

'frade Unionists have never believed · that they must consult the 
whole corpomtio,n according to rule, and sqit their acti~n to please the 
majority. As many as were of one mind formed ~ ·group, and put forth 
their cbim without heediµg non-thinkers. 

. Could a.nything be more ·natura] ! · Let us distinguish between the 
,theoretical and· al!>stract right that democracy dangles,, before our ·eyes 
and the true arid 1 tangible ·right that r~epresents the whole •of our 
-interests, and the -starting-point of which is an act. of conscious 
fodividuaJity . . 

The right of ev,ery fodividual, to Tise -against oppression and 
exploitation cannot be denied. The right of a man who stands alone 
to pretest and rebel against all · remains : ~nalier~able. 1Should it -p.lease 
the masses to hend -.their backs beneath the yoke and lick.~the bqots of 
their mast~rs, what matters it to him? . 'l'he man. who abhors cringing, 
and, not w'illi?g to submit, rises and rebel~, such a man has 'right qq. 
his iside against all. His right is dear .and unquestionable, and the 
·right of downtrodden masses, so long as it is restricted to the Right of -
Slave1"!J, is unworthy of notice and cannot• be compared' to it. The 
right of these masses • will .only take shape and be worthy of respect 
when men, tired oJ obedience and of working for others·, dream of 
rebellion. · 

Therefore ·Wlhen a group is formed. in .which men of judgment come 
into. coutact with one another, they need . not take the apathy of the 
masses into account. It is enough for Trade Unionists to -regret , that 
non-thinkers ·lay aside their rights ; , they can~10t allow them the 
strange privilege of impedipg the proclamation ·:and i·ealisatipn of the 
right of a thinking min?r~ty. . . 

. Without -any theory having been eJaborated beforehand, 'l'rade 
Unionists .were inspfred and guided by these ideas when they constituted 
gr·oups. "l'he acted, and' still act, in harmony with them. 

From this we ·gather that '11.i·ade' Union· right · has nothing in 
common with democratic right. 

'fhe , one is the • expression of unthinking · rµajo1·ities who form a 
.compact ,mass thatr would .- stifle: thinking ·minorities. · By virtue ·of. the 
tdogma •" Sover~ignty. of. the. p~ople,'! which teaches that all men :at·e 
brothers and~ equals, ·this.democratic, right ends by sanctioning econom~p 
sla..:\;ery. and ... oppre~ing men: of initiative, pi:ogress, science, ap.d liber~Y'!. 

T1·ade _V n-ion ,t:ight is . the. ,exact epppsite. '.. Startil)g fr.om individu~l 
,sovereignty. .and . the autonoµiy .. of human beings~ it ends in agr~ineP:~ 
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in order, to live: iii ·solidarity. So; that its ·logical; unqu·estionable­
corfseq_.uence is the reali~ation of· i-:o~ial Hberty·'aml eq·n11l ity. · 
I' ' 1'hus we can underfo;t.an<.V that by virtue I of thefr .. in<lividual' 

sovereignty Trade Unionises have -grown strong by comif1g into contact 
witli: , otbe'r identical SO\'ereignties; they do 11ot' wait··to manifest· their 
wilrtilr the nation assents; they think a11<l they act in the name of all, 
as if their group· were rea11y composed· of the ma!'ses as a whole. Logic 
leads them to think and act as if they were the whole of the working 
class; in fact, the entire nation. 

Besides, what proves to us that milifant '1.1rade Unionists are 
justified in considei'ing j;hemselv:es exponeuts of the aspirations and the ; 
will of aU, is that when circums.t~nces require it-for example,• in1a case; 
of strife with their employers.,..-non-U nionists follow the Trade Union 
lead and spontaneously group themselves, fighting side~ by side with 
their comrades who with patience and energy have organised the· 
movement. 

The non-Unionists, the unthinking, need therefore not be offended 
by this sort of moral guardianship assumed by those· with judgment. 
Militant Trade Unionists refm•e none who c0me with goodwill, and ' 
those who are hurt at being treated as unworthy of notice need only· 

' withdraw from their inferior position,--leave- their isolation, shake off 
their inertia, and enter a Trade Union. · 

More than this, laggards have no ·right to complain, as they profit 
by results gained by their comrades who think and fight, and benefit 
without having had to suffer in the struggle. 

' Thus the benefits gained by a few are extended to all;\vhich p~oves 
-the superi.ority of the Trade Union right ove.r democratic· right. How 
far Trade Union principles are removed from . middle-class .platitudes, 
which teach that every worker is 'master of his destiny! In the 
wo:r:king cfoss every worker has the conyiction that 'when fighting for 
himself he is fighting for all,_ and 'it never enters his ·head to find in 
this a motive for recrimination or inaction. ' 

The workers disdain the narrowness and the pettiness of micldle­
class egoism that under the cloak of individual expansion breeds po\1erty 
and disease, and dries up the springs of life. Convinced that mutual aid 
in order to live ·is the condition of all social progress, Tra~e Unionists 
.identify their interest with the common interest. That is why when 

. they do act it is n'ot in their own name, but in the name of the people 
whose destiny they shape. By further logic they do not limit their 
activity to their Association, but, stating generi:il cla~ms, they extend it 
to the whole of the working class. Thus, when they have wrung an 
improvement from Capitalism, they expect all to benefit by it-all! 
np_n-Unionists ! the unthinking, even blacklegs ! 

This 'feeling, of broad-minded fraternity, this profoundly human 
understanding. of social harmony, raises Trade Unionism to a plane of 
excellence. Its superiority to demo.cratic principles, which only breed 
shabby tricks, fratricidal struggles, and social discord, is unquestionable. 
Therefore Trade Union right is the expression of the new profoundly 
human dght that rouses men's consciences and opposes ancient dogmas 
by preparing soci11l i·egeneration : a society in which the oppressive 

' system of law will be replaced by a system of free contracts consented 
to by piuties concerned, improvable or revocable at will; in w}lich 
c~pitalist production will give way to ~conomic federation, brought 
about by the cohesion of p'roducing groups, whm•e members will assure 
to human beings the maximum of well-being and liberty. 

CONCLUSION. 

It would be. mol'0 ·to the point to say "Introduction." In 
these articles I have endeavoured to define the ideas that . guide 
Trade Unions. The most important is still to follow. It is to show 
the harmony of Trade Union 11ction with Trnde -0 nion theories; ·and by 
an accu'mulatioi1 ·of foct8 and · examples pr9ve that, even sometimes 
unconsciously, Trade U11iorn; are inspired by these ideas. 

They demonskate that the application of thes.e guiding r ideas 
greatly influences present society,· and that face to face with ancient 
organisms oyertaken by old age there ~re being develop~d germs of a 
new society in which human' beings 'will evolve witl}out hindrance in 
the mid~t of autonomous groups. 

' [This 8e1·ies of a?·ticies will shortl31 be 1·epUiblished in pamphlet fo1·1n .] 

INTER.NATIQNAL NOTES. 
SpaiJl. 

· Dear Comrades of Fn.EEDOM, 
We are at the present moment in a period of brutal 

reaction. The Spanish Government has suspended the Consti­
tutional guarantees in Barcelona. The inquisit01-ial police of 
this country are determined without doubt to. use all disgraceful 
forms of repression. The offices of Tierra y Libertad are beseiged 
a1:. all hours by a gang of miserable police spies. On the occasion 
of an Anarchist reunion at Barcelona, all the writers of Tierra y 
L ibcrta,d_ were arrested. The Governor, Ossorio y Gallardo, has 
cl0sed the Social StudiP.s Club. At the second search made in 
t.h.is club the police arrested our dear friend Julia Iborra. The 
n qm her- _imprisoned is ue~r]y thirty. The comrades of the 
"4 de :Mayo" .Group of Barcelona carr:ie out of pr,ison recently. · 
SeveraLcomrades- ha--v:e . been~ ex.peUed. :~_ Ju1ia.-Ibm:i:a .and Manuela_ 
E.· Ball bona have been roughly handled by the police. Julia's 

young son was :violent.ly· torn ·away from ·her, and · Manuela -li:?d ·a · 
miscarriage in conseq nence of bad treatment by her g; 11 >Jers, 
The . Anarchist papers, Tierra y Libe1tad, El · Rcbelde, and 
Tramontana, are confiscated every week. On January 10 :11 

protest · meeting waR held in Madrid. ()t.hers have been organi:-ed 
in. several places. We ask you to join us in our protest. · 

Fraternal greetings. 
Gn.ouro 4 DE Mnu. 

Note.-The cause of these repressive measures is the freq1ient 
explosion of dynamite born bs thrown by the reactionaries in the 
streets of Barcelona. 

Japan. 
We take the following interesting paragraphs from t li e,. ~, 

Heiminshimbun, a Japanese Socialist semi-morithly :-
Manoeuvres begin- 'from the end of October to Noveml)e r. -­

Everywhere army divisions stand. Lof'al authorities where t1iey 
take place persuade people to spend a great deal of money to 
welcome and·· to feast soldiers, put.t.ing them to much t'rou hle. 
They give ·holidays to the school children to let the soldiers 
lodge in the school houses. Authorities give much inconvenience 
and trouble to the people in the name of "Patriotism." There 
is arising a thought against '' 1\'Ii]itarism" among people. 

'I'he · general meeting of the Social Poliey Association, which 
is composed of the professors · of the universitie~, will be opened 
by a discussion on " ·Factory O,rdinance." Greedy and ignorant 
capitalists are invited, but not the representatives of labourers. 
Professor Dr. S. Kawadzu, who distinguish,ed himself by criti­
cising Socialism from a point quite beside the mark, not having 
read any chapter from 1

" Capital," by Karl Marx, explains with_ 
aU his might that "Socialism will be prevented by social policy." 

Two comrades arrested for offending against . the Press La,\r 
have been . released, leaving two others in prison, Co:r;nradef; 
Ishikawa and. Yamaguchi . 

PROPAGANDA NOTES. 

[Reports oj the .1.lfovement are ,qpecially- invited, and should be sent in not 
late~· tlian the 25th of eacli month~] 

·The International Anarchist Federation ef the :English 
Provinces. 

The first month in the new year has gone, .but it has vproved that1 

in .spite of all drawbacks, the general awakening whiefi occurred<in the 
last three months of the old year is still with- us, for the· general signs 
of activity all round denote an ea·rnestness and sincerity thatJmust 
give courage .and faith to ea.eh and all of us. 

LEEDS. 

. The secretary of the Leeds Group, E. Fox, 1 Fieldhea.d Terrace, 
Camp Road, writes re the publishing of free literaturo, that all 
Anarchists should do their utmost to help this form o.f propaganda, 
justly remarking that the books of any great writer to-dR.y are, owing 
to the high prices charged for them by the puhliiher.B, outside the 
purchasing power of the average worker. Tlrus it is our duty to. print 
and publish these works in such form th11.t they can be within the reach 
of and known to all. Hence in the narne of the Federation he asks all 
Anarchists to do their utmost to l11·lp the Federation in its work, for, 
as he sitys, we do not want to make money, hut An.archists. 

The group have taken over a hall in which weekly meeting8 will 
be held, and have decided upon the f,)llowing plan (which- might be . 
copied wi1 h good results by other groups). Each comrade shall do his 
best to convert as mitny 11.s po:c.sib ~e to Anarchism, and at every 
alternate group meeting give a report of his work, the best methods 
and mP.ans to be discusst".d: of furthering ·this forui of'propa.gauda.-

MANCHESTEH. .. 
The group have indPed ha.d an _unfortuna.te month, for they have 

liad the- great~st difficulty in - finding a suitablP. mePting--pl_acP. But 
fi.rni determ-ina.tion won the dii,y, and [ am more than pleased to record· 
that. they have not only secured a place, bnt have ·already furnished it, 
and hold .their first public meetin~ on s~turda.y, February 22. 

An educational ciass is held weekly under the care of Comrade Clark-.-

SOUTHPORT. 
. Although few in numbers, this group have resolved -to give the · 

residents and VisitOrS Of t}iis Sea,,,jdH resort the· fullest opportunity Of 
hearing what _Anarchism means. They intend taking a hall a.nd 
holding weekly public lectures in it for the next qu>1.rter ·as a means of 
~rousing sufficient public sympathy to enabl.e thP,m to: carry on their 
wopa.ganda on the sand~ during the summer n..iontlfs. 

LIVERPOOL. 

The Freedom · Group have held weekly lectures and· .dis.cussions. 
during the last ·month. As they have now secured the ·Cabinet 
Makt!rs'· Ha1•Jt, 0 lslington, ther ·intend each fourth Sund&y. having a. 
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lecturer from another town. Last week Comrade Levy, of Manchester; 
was the lecturer. In the afternoon he dealt with Anarchism and 
Science, giving a well-reasoned and carefully thought out exposition, 
which gave rise to a healthy discussion, al1owing full opportunity to 
the lecturer to display his thorough grip of the subject. In the 
evening he gave a literary address on Heine and Spinoz:i., which was 
constantly · interrupted by the applause of his audi_ence. This was 
folJowed by a. concert undertaken by Mr. Fishman and company, of 
Manchester, to whom all comrades' thanks are due, and brought to its 
close a day long to be remembered by the Liverpool Freedom Group. 

The Direct Action Group have not been in strong evidence this 
month, partly due to the holidays and partly due to the illness of 
several of the most active comrades. But I hear 'that once .more they 
have entered the fray, determined to give a better account of themselves 
this year than ever. 

NEWCASTLE ON-TYNE. 
The Freedom Group are working steadily, holding . group meetings 

at which they discuss the pri~ciples of Anarchism, and last week they 
held a public meeting, which was well attended and gave the local 
comrades much courage. 

CARDIFF. 
The secretary of the group -writes that they are not dead, but Tery 

much alive. With the assistance of a few progressive spirits, they 
have now formed a library, and inYite all sympathi1e1·s to help them to 
spread the gospel of discontent. They declare th!.Lt though they are in 
the midst of darkness, they have resolved to enlighten the workers by 
teaching them the principles of Anarchism. 

SWANSEA. 
This group is the latest addition to the Federation, and we feel 

proud, for has not the group's coming into existence through the 
Federation once more proved the necessity of organised effort ~ Yes, 
Swansea has arrived, and though they are young, still they evince a 
strong desire to make their principles known in this home of super­
stitious bigotry, and with energy and grit they may pull through. 

GLASGOW. . .. 
Tbe Anarchist Co111munist Group commenced the month with a 

tea party and JitPrary ·evening, which proved: a social and financial 
success, concluding ,the month by . holding a very successful literary 
evening, at which several comrades rendered revolutionary songs, and 
an address was given in Russian by Comrade Rollin. 

During the last month I have received ·the following sums for the 
printing of free liter~ture-Southport 7s., Glasgow 10s., Cardiff 2s. 6d., 
total l 9s. 6d. - Towards Federation expenses-Leeds 2s. 6d., Man­
bhester 3s. 6d, Newcastle-on-Tyne (Freedom) 2s., Southport 7s., 
Gl~eigow 2s. 6d., total 17s. 6d. The .total expense for postage, etc., up 
to date is .£1 13s. 9d., leaving a deficit of 16s. 3d. All groups are 
asked to help in clearing off this small amount. 

Comrades, you can materially help the Federation in its work 
with your :financial assistance, as we nPed money badly to go ou with 
the printing Of literature for free distribution. Every littlP mite for 
this purpose will be acceptable. But we especially appeal to the 
federated groups to see to it that we do not fail . in our efforts for lack 
of thPir material support. Have we no comrades in Derby, ShPffield, 
BurnlPy, Hull, and othn provincial towns~ If there are any, will 
thf'y kindly communica: e with me by letter at 41 Rutherglen Road, · 
SS., Glasgow 7 A. DESPRES. 

BATTERS EA. 
Th"" dPhate on Anarchism between our comrade W. Underwood 

and J. Fitzgerald, of the S.P.G.B., took place at Laburnham House on 
January 12, Mr. Chandler presiding. The ha!l was full .. J. Fitzgerald_ 

. in opening read extracts from a ~ook,. quotmg Ma.x St1rner,. ·Tucker, 
Kropotkin, and Proudhon. He siud St1rner was the most logical, and 
if he was right., all the rPst were wrong; that Proudhon advocated . 
voting, the suffrage~ etc. ; and that free organisation . was a myth. 
Underwood lilaid debates as a rule were like prize-fights, but he hoped 
this one would be an exception. As his opponent had only attacked 
Anarchists, not Anarchism, he would tell them w-hat Anarchism was. 
He then explained that Anarchism meant freedoin ; that freedom 
meant the absence of law and authority in the economic, social, and 
affectional life of the individual; that all our misery was the conse­
quence of unnatural laws made by man. If laws are good, why alter 
them~ If bad, why enforce them~ Idiots make laws, and asses 
administer them. The very policeman in the street is our master. 
Yet there's only one policeman to look after 500 people. Didn't thf'y 
think the 500 could look after themselves bettf-'r than the policeman 
could. So we must organise ourselves in solidarity, and end law and 
authority. Free organisation, it was said, is a myth ; but as a matter 
of fact we bad examples of it every day, when men and women 
organised without compulsion. . . . 

The time allotted to the. debate bemg passed, the discussion 
bf>carne O'eneral, and so much interest was evinced that Mr. Fitzgerald 
accepted° another offer to debate, llnd it will tu.ke place at the same 
address (134 High Street, Ba.ttnsf>a) on Sunday, January 23, when 
our comrade N. Walter will uphold Anarchism. · JACK CADE. 

NEWCASTLE-ON· TYNE. 
A few b1·ief lines to show that ·our lot erna.tional Anarchist 

C ommunist Group is still moying. Next March we hope to hal/John '_ 

Turner with us, so that Newcastle State Socia.lists may have a clear· 
exposition of what Anarchism really is. On Wednesday, January 22, 
at the group's room, a paper entitled "Anarchism v . Social Democracy,,. 
was given by R. Stuart, and discussion followed. Comrade T. L. Heron, 
a member of the group, will shortly give a paper on "Mutual Aid," to-
wh_ich we look forward with much interest. H. R UBIN. 

BELFAST. 
We have received very encouraging letterR fl'om our comrade­

McAr·a, who has left the Meadows of Edinburgh and taken up his old 
r6le of agitator and literaturf\ seller on the Custom House Steps here. 
He holds forth every Sunday. FREEDO~I and pamphlets go off like hot­
cakes, and there is evidently a splendid opening for Anarchist propa­
ganda in the Emerald Isle, which hs.s so long been the happy hunting 
ground of the priest and politician: McAra, good luC'k to you! · 

Group N otfoe. 
The Newcastle-on-Tyne International Anal'chist Communist Group 

hold their meetings and lectures every Wednesday at 8 p.m. in. 
71 Cookson Street. 
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