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NOTES. 
·To Act or to Vote ? 

It is a sign of the times to find H. M. Hyndman dealing with 
the question of Direct Action in a leading article in Justice. He 
does not, unfortunately, state the case quite fairly when he 
limits its action to "an organised armed rising," "secret 
cons piracy and terrorism " (which Hyndman, as usual, deli ber­
ately persists in confounding with Anarchism, ignoring the fact 
that Republicans, Social Democrats, and others have all been 
terrorists at times), and lastly "the General Strike." This is all 
very well, but it is not enough. Direct Action, leaving behind 
the tortuous and barren ways of Parliamentarism, has the whole 
world for action ; it is as wide as life itself. To men,tion only 
those methods which at present claim most attention, the general 
str~ke alone divides itself into many forms, such as general 
stnke of a trade, of a. town, or of a community. The boycott is 
a~other example of direct action ignored by Hyndman, but used 
with such wonderful effect by Turkey · against Austria. A 
no-rent campaign would be direct action; so also would be a 
strike against taxes, an antimilitarist movement, and so on 
ad infinitum. Most of these forms have been tested and have · 
proved to be effective. But where is your fruit of Parliamentary 
actio~? There i~ none to be seen, for we refuse to .recognise the 
carrY:mg ?f Radical reforms as work befitting true Socialists. 
Justice will have to go much more deeply into the question if it 
wishes to answer the " still, small voice " that is beginning to be 
heard even in the ranks of the S.D.P. 

The Spirit of the Boss. 
. It .seen:s inevitable that men who aim at controlling, ruling, 
and directmg their fellow creatures must always show the temper 
of the "boss." This fatal stupidity is not only the source of 
unending quarrels, but has often resulted in the failure of a 
popular movement at the time of a crisis. There a.re men who 
are doing the " leading " now in the Socialist movement whose 
work for the cause deserves full recognition, but who . would 
never conceive it possible for the people to take a step in any 
revolutionary enterprise, not even in a new method of agitation, 
without their direction being called in. It is this deplorable 
attitude which induces H. M. Hyndman in the article quoted 
above to conclude with .this announcement:-" I am not ashamed 
to ,eonfe.ss that I have not yet thought out the complete plan that 
I s~oulcl like to submit to the Committee of Public Safety[?] 
wluch would have to take charge o.f such a business, and I doubt 
if anyone else has. Yet till that plan has been elaborated and 
its· main principles are accepted, ' direct action ' has little or no 
meaning f~r us." The italics are ours ; but note the spirit of 
the dictator that underlies it all. As if the workers in their 
struggles · against capitalist exploitation must wait for the 
" plans " of H. M. Hyndman, who, like a second Trochu, would 
certainly succeed in muddling things up. No ; let the workers 
by all means learn the need for direct action ; then 'let us give 
all the help and encouragement we can as comrades. But never 
let us impose o-qr "plans" upon them. 

death on Anarchists and even on political opponents \\ho will 
not let Government go its own way . . He writes as follows:-

"The one thing that is politica.lly certain nowadays is that 
if a body of men upset the existing Government of a modern 
State without sufficient knowledge and capacity to continue 
the necessary and honest part of its work, and if, being unable 
to do that work themselves, they will not let any one else do it 
either, their extermination becomes a matter of immediate 
necessity." 

So -it will be a poor look-out for S.D.P.ers as well as Anarchists 
if these "superior persons" get the upper hand: the former 
because, according to Shaw, they are a set of incapables who 
know nothing about the noble art of governing; and the latter 
because they don't need governing at all. It is hard not to be 
told even the method to be employed for our extermination. 
Will it be by quick-firing guns, we wonder, or by Fabian "Black 
Hundreds" organised by George Bernard Czar? Perhaps the 
Humanitarian League will help him to decide which is the most 
humane method of slaughter. But who knows if some of those 
delicately organised creatures of the opposite sex who hover 
round the great man may not soften his heart. At any rate, they 
might "hold him back" if he takes off his coat. That would be 
awful to contemplate, for we all know the havoc he wrought in 
Trafalgar Square on Bloody Sunday in 1887 ! 

" An Englishman's Home " (?) 
The outburst of Jingoism which is being " worked up" by 

the military faction in the upper classes, with Lord Roberts at 
the head, has culminated in a drama, good enough for the 
empty-heads of the smart set, but a laughing-stock to any one 
of the least intelligence. The funny thing about it all is that , 
there isn't a nation on this that has done more than Engl~nd to 
destroy the homes of other people. But to take only our last 
exploit in this direction-what was . done by " Bobs the Burner" 
in the Transvaal ? Orn~ would have thought the ashes of the 
Boer farmsteads would r.ise up in the minds-if they had any-
of these smug patriots. And the concentration camp·s~are they 
forgotten? All the women and children sacrificed to the 
cowardly bntchers of the Milner and Kitchener type don't count 
in the scale of humanity. It's only the Englishman's home that 
is sacred. And here we come back to the cloven hoof that is to 
be seen in all Jingo movements-the lust of conquest. For, 
make no mistake, it is not invasion these peGple fear . . They all 
know this scare will only go down with a music-hall audience. 
Their real game is to plunder and annex when the chance comes, 
or, failing that, to cripple some competitor, like Germany, who is 
striving to have some share in the markets of the world. i "An 
Englishman's home," forsooth ! As G. K. Chesterton points 
out, that in a great number of cases is the stree~ oi the 
workhouse. 

Strikes in Australia.· 
The strike at the Broken Hill mine in Australia should be 

noted by F. H. Rose, that superficial gentleman who combi:Q,~s 
the .,~rt of writ.ing on Trade Unionism (at a price) with paving his 
way into ~arliament by a s.ickening laudation of- Parliamentary 
methods, which has no more truth than it has sense. According 
to this worthy, the day of the strike is over. But t.he answer 
froni Australia, the Eldorado of the Labour politician-and 

.· · compulsory arbitration-hits Mr: Rose right between the eyes. 
Of course, eve~ybody knows that everything will be all right · For it is not only at Broken Hill that the labour war reigns, but 

George Bernard Czar. 

and everybody satisfied when the Shaw-Webb-cum-Bland· or the · the significant news reaches us from Sydney of the sentencing 
Blaud-Webb-cum-Shaw administration go~erns the land. At of a Labour . leader named Ryan to a fine of £30 or six weeks' 
least, that is the idea pervading the Fabian Society. Outside imprisonment for helping to organise a strike. We .shall give a 
others may think differently. The'y may wi~h to_ 6v~rthrow the foll account of this in our next issue. Meanwhile let us acknow­
Fabian Government. OtherE1, like ourselves, may wish to'. end alC ledge the fine work of Tom Mann, .who not only helps the miners, 
the jobbery, snobbery, and robbery of Parliamentary rule, and but on his arret:>t refuse.cl bail that was to be had q~ly by _his 

. see .the people really free. In a preface to the new edit.ion. of the · promise to abstain from agitating until his trial. This is what 
"Fabian Essays," Shaw, 1ike the Czar, pronounces sentence ·of is called "true grit." 

. '., 
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DIRECT ACTION versus LEGISLATION. 
BY J. BLAIR SMITH. 

III. 
H::iving ~een tlrn.t the law owes its origin to murder and plunder, 

and its pel'petua.tiou to the enslavement of the people; that it is 
responsible for most of the misery a11d unhappiness in our midst, as 
well as for the oblique moral vision of a great portion of the community, 
let us see if anything really hRs been gained, or can be gained, by 
Parliamentary methods-that is, to continually obey a bad law while 
agitating for its legal abolition. 

Without considering the fact that the more people obey a bad law, 
the more they habituate 1ihemselves to it, they deteriorate montlly, and 
the more difficult it becomes to legally alter it; what can be done 
through P arliament that could not be done much speedier and rriore 
thoroughly by simply ignoring Parliament and regulating our own lives 
ourselves ? 

The rise of Parliament dates practically from the Civil War. The 
discovery of America wit.h its immense stores of wealth had given birth 
to a new body of men among the people. 'l'hese were traders who, in 
exchanging goods between this country and America., rapidly amassed 
fortunel'3. At the samA time, many of the aristocracy, deeply in debt, 
succeeded in breaking many of the last links which bound the country· 
to feudalism by selling their estates or part of them to these rich new­
comers who had risen from the ranks of the people. The power of this 
trading or commercii:tl class gradually increased till, not. content with 
havipg the whole tra.de of the country in their bands, as well as much 
of the land, they desired-to still further increase that wealth-to gain 
supreme power. To r~ach that object they decided to make Parliament, 
whic'.:h up till then was practically non-exiRtent ·so far as the government 
of the country was concerned, the sole dictator of the affairs of the 
nation, and to reduce the monarchy to a mere figurehead. 

Then began the struggle betweert the King and the aristocracy on 
the one hand and the middle class or the Parliamentary party on the 
other-a struggle which. developed into a civil war lasting several years. 
Parliament, of course, emerged successfully. The middle class had the· 
economic coutrol of the country, and by that, and by promising certain 
concessions to the people, they succeeded in gaining the support of the 
majority of the n::ttion. Yet in this struggle for supremacy Parliament, 
which stands to-day for all that is legal, . violently b1·oke every legal 
enactment uf th e tirmi, outmged all tbe "law and order'' of the period 
to anive at political power. From then till n.ow the middle class bas 
reig!led sqpreme; but what of the working class ? The revolution 
which lifted .the middle d ass to pla.c::e ~nd power left them practically 
the same a::; rn the old days prior to th~ Civil '\Var. The r;evolption 
had done nothing for them. 'J'he Parliament instituted by the ~idd~e 
cl~ss to :rt·?tect. themselves against the King and the aristocracy, 
without g1vmg liberty to the people, was found eminently suited to the 
interests of that clas::;. It was a lever which freed them for ever from 
the dom ination of an autocracy, while at the same time it left the the 
master::; of i:;la.ves whose obedience they 'had the power to co~pel. 
Padinment came with comrnerciali::;m, just as t he factory system came 
with it. It is permeated with the ideas of commercialism, and its laws, 
like all our manufactmed goods, are produced in a factory on the well­
know~ factory plan. I~ is a.n institution based upon class privilege, · 
and, like the law, owes its existence to monopoly in land and c~i pital on 
the 011-e han d, anrl. to landles.s, capitalless \vorkers on the other. 
Instituted as it wa::; by the middle class for the middle class, how can it 
be maintained thri.t s11cl1 a.n institution can further the iuterests of the 
whole people? At t he best, it can only impose another class upon the 
the workers who may to a slight extent modify the present conditions. 
Bound up as it is, however, with the economic conditions ·which .gave it 

. birth, it will be compelled to disappear with the cqmmercial system. 
For the middle class it lives aq.d acts; to further their interests is the 
only reason for its. existence, and these interests are diametrically · 
opposed .to the best rntere~ts of the working class. Owing. to its very 
nature, it cannot possibly furthe1· the interest and wellbeing of the 
workers. It exists to defend privi)ege and monopoly, and it can only 
be by the abolition of these that happiness, wellbeing, peace, and 
hat·mony cau come to the people. 

' Even if we examine it practically a.s .well as theoretically, in 
operation as well as in the abstract,· what do we find? What does the 
history of Parliament for the last fifty years teach us? Failure after 
failure. After fifty years of agitation, bow many points of tbe C.l:tarter 
have been gained? Have we gained annual Parliaments, payment of 
members, ·a bolition of the House of Lords, land nationalisation ? Not 
one. And yet, afte1' all, these al'e merely political refo1r·ms which would 
hav.e no effect on the.great bulk of the people. Over and above these 
are the demands for reform in the social and economic conditions of our 
t~me'~. The ery of mi~~ry which goes UP. every day from every lame 
city 1s unheeded; the wasted, broker;i liv.es are unnoticed ; the h~ggard 
women who deal i~ shame, and the starving children who haunt the 
gutter, may perish in their degradation so far as Parliament is con­
cerned. It does ~o~ ·exist to protect the e. After seventy yeai·s or' 
the reformed Parliament scarcely an evil of any consequence hl:j.s been · 
abolished, and many of them hR.ve been accentuated. The tide of 
humap mi:.;ery, l'eaching a higher .level every year, threatens to sweep · 
away" our civilisation, while Parliament sits solemnly . ~ngaged in hair­
srilitting and wo1 d-twisting. Nero fiddled while Rome was burning, 

but Parliament, without even the desire, the energy, or the brains to 
do that, sits and gapes while the misery of the people is intensified day 
after da.y. It can do nothing even if it desired, hampered as it is with 
a bundle of antiquated regulations and effete customs-good enough, 
possibly, for the days when our ancestors travelled in coaches at the 
rate of twenty or thirty miles a day, but out of date in the twentieth 
century, with all its social and industrial complexities; ·utterly unable 
to cope with the age, and generally lagging half a century behind the 
thoughts of the time. 

Take the pe1·sonnel of the House of Commons into consideration, 
and imagine, if you can, if the interests of lawyers, stockbrokers, land­
lords, and employers are likely to be in harmony with thos'e of the 
people. They have no serious desire to solve the social problem. The 
most they desire is to maintain the status qua. Who does not remember 
the enthusiasm which swayed the gre~t mass of the people after the 
London dock strike and the publication of the revelations regarding 
the arduous and precarious existence of the dockers, and the miserable 
pittance they received. The force of public opinion became so strong 
that every one of us th.ought a new era was about to dawn. But alas! 
the Government, fully alive to the possibilities of the situation, met the 
public demahd for better conditions for the workers by appointing the 
Labour Commission, which, long after the public interest had died 
away, issued a Report, and-that was all that was done. The whole 
question of better conditions, more leisure, and higher wages for the 
workers was completely shelved, and the employers were enabled to 
breathe freely once more. Instances of this kind can be multiplied 
again and again. People-sincere, honest, and earnest-have agitated 
frequently to abolish some particular evil, and perhaps having succeeded 
in gaining the attention qf the public, discover that owing to the 
supreme lethargy and indifference of Parliament this attention has 
been diverted, and the opportunity for effecting .a reform prac'tically 
lost for ever. 

In effecting a reform by legislative methods it is necessary to go 
through this prncedure. In the first place, it is necessary to agitate in 
order to convince the body of the peopl1;1 that a great public evil exists, 
and to Ul'ge upon it the desirability of doing something towards its 
abolition. This having been done--public opinion being aroused-it is 
now necessary to convince a body of men as to the existence of this evil, 
as to the existence of a strong desire to i·ernove it, and the methods to 
remove it. After some time, one party of politicians take the matter 

. up, a.nd the people who have agitated for years and years ere the 
question entered the regions of" practical politics" (which practically 
means that there may be sufficient votes to make it worth a party's 
attention) are now congratulating themselves upon the success of their 
long and persistent agitation. But their congratulations -are.' rather 
early yet. The political party which has taken up the matter may not 
be strong enough to introduce a Bill;' they may be in Oppositi0n. T~vo 
or three years pass and a General Election comes which returns this 
party to power. But difficulties ·are no-t over yet. So many . other 

· things" block the way" that it may be a few more years before the Bill 
is introduced. The original agitators, now getting into the "sere and 
yellow leaf," imagine their time of triumph has come at last. Not yet, 
however. The other party-the party in Opposition-bas to be con­
vin~ed of its necessity. It. takes time to do that. Convinced of its 
nece~sity, they will, however, disagree upon every possible method that 
can be adopted. Clause by clause, line by line, word by word, the Bill 
is fiercely contested, until after the lapse of a few more years it becomes 
law, but so mutilated and patched up as to become almost unrecognisable 
to its originators, who, now hoary with years far beyond that u~ually 
allotted to man, d~op into their graves from agony and shame at the 
sight of this miserable abortion which is presented to them in their old 

· age as the child of their youth. 
This farcical method of treating great questions cannot go on. It 

may do well enough on the comic opera stage when dealing with 
imaginary grievances, but life is too short and the ills of life too real to 
be treated in this manner. Some other method must be adopted if we 
are to cope successfully with the crying evils of to-day. Even if the 
workers elect repr:esentatives of their own class, how long can their 
honesty and good faith be . guaranteed? Is it . possible to gua1-antee 
th~ir honesty at all? Consider the methods a man must adopt if he 
desires to represent a constituency in Pariiament. Long before he is 
elected he has degenerat,ed mora.lly. He must be an adept at wire­
pulling, intriguing, and flattering. He must make himself 'agreeable to • 
the majority of his constituents, and to do this he must ' in many cases 
suppress his own convictions, and utter opinions which are not his·; 
bind ·himself ' to vote for measures which he really believes will be · 
detrimental to the best interests of the country; promise anything and 
everything whether it can be had or not ; so long as they send him to 
Parliament, it is immaterial. Is it likely that a man who goes through 
this slough of lying and chicanery will be of great' service to the people? 
Is it likely that a man of this calibre will take up a righteous but 
unpopular cause, and in the name of the people press forward ·with it 
to the bitter end ? Is it likely .that this rpan will be true even· to the 
promises be has made and m~ke some endeavour to fuHi.l them? How 
can we believe it? Is the lesson of contemporary politics wasted up'on 
us ? Is it not the case that a man steeped in lying an_d intrigue will be 
just as likely to deser•t the cause of 'th~ 'peopl.e when it sel'ves his own 
vanity or his purse? No one' can touch 'pitch without being defiled, and 
yo~ cannob expect a man to wallow in tµe filthy mire of politics without 
becoming.deg.enerated morally. No politician can be an ., honest man ... 
It would not 2Jay. 'l'he .politician desires notorie.ty, fame, place, and 
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power for himself. To gain these it is necessary to capture votes, and 
whether the methods be shady or otherwise does not matter. 

Thus meas~res are passed _ and prqmises made, not because they 
may be of real utility to the people, but because they command votes. 
And after all this intriguing and wirepulling, lying and cheating, bow 
do the people stand ? As they were-or worse. They are mere I y the 
pawns on the chessboard~ the counters to play with, that a small section 
of men may gain control of the destiny of the nation, and use that 
contr.ol towards enriching themselves. 

Working-men representatives can be no better than those who have 
preceded them. The same corrupting influences are at work, the same 
immo~'al methods m/lbSt inevitably be adopted. When you enter the 
political field, success is the fi1·st aim, and your principles must be cut 
down or extended to accomplish it. Either way your honesty is gone, 
and once on the down grade, like other Tribunes of the People, you 
will probably end by being an oppressor as well. Our employers of 
labour who have risen from the ranks are certainly not noted for their 
generous treatment of the class from which they sprang; and we have 
no reason to suppose that working-men representatives, ril3ino to their 
position by such questionable methods, are any more likely t; consider 
the interests of the people first and their own private interests last. 

Let us also take into consideration the duration of Parliament and 
the average life of the worker. The average duration of Parliament is 
six years, the average life of the worker is twenty-nine. He cannot 
possibly vote before he is twenty-one at the very earliest; it may be 
five or six years later before he is entitled to vote, and possibly three or 
four after that again before he has the opportunity. We may there­
fore justly conclude that few workers have the opportunity of voting 
more than twice in a Parliamentary election. When you take into 
consideration the fact that the vote is often lost for some years owing 
to change of residence, non-payment of rates, etc., I do not think this is 
overstepping the mark. Thus our direct contact with those who move 
the strings of government is so slight that we have really no control 
over them at all. 'l'bey are our • masters ! In their hands lies all 
the power which at election times they are politic' enough to say 
is ours. 

When we consider the dilatoriness of Parliament, its phenomenal 
capacity for doing nothing, the untrustworthiness of the men who 
compose it, as well as the fact that 'so little has been accomplished by 
Parliamentary methods, and that little owing more to the strong force 
of public opinion outside than to Parliament itself, bow can sensible 
men still .expeqt any slight modification of the present social and 
economic conditions, to say nothing of the solution of the social problem, 
to come through such an agency ? 

Look at the case of Ireland. No nation in the world bas relied 
more upon Parliament, ri.or made more persistent Parliamentary agita­
tion to gain better conditions, than Ireland. Since the begiQning of 
the nineteenth century the whole population, rich and poor, all classes 
and condi~ions, have been rabid politicians ~o a man ; and yet, notwith­
standing it all, we know how little Irish politicians have achieved ; and 
that little was accomplished, not because of Parliamentary agitation, 
bu·t through agitation outside of a very different sort. The history of 
Ireland during the litst hundred years has been one long essay on the 
futility of political action. . 

No, it ~s not by Parliament that we can better, the conditions of the 
workers. Parliament, as we have already seen, is merely an institution 
designed to advance the interests of the middle class, while at the .same . 
time it deceives the people with the semblance of freedom · and power. 
To trust in Parliament is to trust in a broken reed. It can do nothing 
for the workers, and it has no intention8 of doing anything. It has 
deceived the wo.rkers in the past ; it bas de8troyed to a large extent 
their initiative. It inculcates the blighting idea that a man's duty to 
himself and to society is at au end when he puts a cross to a ballot 
paper and drops it into. the proper box. 'l'his pernicious doctrine, that 
a man is in no way responsible for the misery and suffering that exist, 
is t.Qe principal cause of all the apathy and indifference of to-day. We 
a1·e responsible, each one of us; and it is our duty as men no lonaer to 
be content with cro;.;sing a paper, but to think for ourselves; to dis~over, 
if we possibly ca;n, the means and methods to ameliorate the condition 
of the people. 

(To be· concluded.) ' 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

"CONSCIOUS PARASITES." 

(Po the Editor oj FREEDOM.) 

DEAR Srn,-I should like the writer of "Anarchism and Parasites" 
to explain, if he can,. in what way tba~ '' third class " of conscious 
parasite .is superior to the consciouis parasite who is a sopbit-it, when 
they are ccllsidered, not as mere labelled specimens of hurnauity, btJt as 
factors towards the making of that ideal Stale of which the writer 
speaks in his last par3rgraph. Open confessioJ.'.l, or as pi)~ writer. chooses 
to call it, frankness and honesty, ~ay be ev.er, so cqusoling ap·d m4ph 
easier than a justification providing one can find a coufossor; but th~ 
question rem'ains, is the duly repentant and s'l1riveu paqisite, in auy 
way different·'to the unsh1·iven, shameless pa1:aRit.e wheu ana.yed before 
the only· final court of appeal-that of result or effect? For instahce, 
does the writer of the article, having coufe;.;~ed his crime· a9ainst 

' II. 

society, intend goiug on adding to his debit accouut, or doeA he merely 
intend to tell me-whose b~wk be rw-iy be tn'·1.li1 1g 011 f11 1· n.11 he knowsi 
since I ruay be :sweafrd and. driveu to pro v1Je him witl1 Lhe lJt'L:t :-.sities 
of life- that he is pe1·iectly honest aud frank n)11111t · the 11 1att«"1 · : he is 
on my back, true. b11t he cannot help ir, ? He n1 "y be pel'f..,~tly frank 
and ho11t:>:-t, but he is no lei-~ heavy 011 my h11('k than 1 he ::;l.ameless 
justifiei·s a1 1<l lnw-snppo1·ted l'ar::tsit«"::- he takf.,., exceptio11 to. Nn; he 
certainly doe,.. uot justify his pad1oiLi::;m. In Pffl:lct he :-:ays," I aw here 
so long as you choose to allow me to remai11," which i~ no more or less 
than tbe most nnscrupnlons exploiter or n~ele~s lounget· in "pmple and 
fine linen " ever said. So, for ruy pal't, although a conscious parasite, 
and maybe the teacher, manager, superintendent, or hPar1 salesman 
whose case the writel' i,;o plaintively plead:-:, I do not count invself in 
any way superior to any member· of the "g1·eat lying Church," a11d am 
in no beLter a position than Lhe much-quoted writer of t,hat pbrnse-so 
"full of sound and fury signifying nothing," or the quoter himself, to 
indulge in the cheap, easy pastime of "calling the kettle black." 
Enough, then, of this ca.nt and hypocrisy about honesty and frankness. 
Unless your confession is an amendment, it is an excuse which · is 
another name for a justification; unless your statement is a repudiation, 
it is a complaint, and a complaint is always an accusation. And in 
conclusion, to reverse the writer's dictum regarding "the mighty," 
until the slaves say, "We can, therefore we will," so long will they be 
slaves instead of being mighty themselves; for in the face of all this 
calumniation of "the mighty," -tt·-Js,-a.fter all, only the mighty who have 
any choice between freedom and liberty.-! am, Sir, etc., · 

' s. J. FOSTER. 

AN AJ;WHISM AND PARASITES. 

(To the Editor of FREEDOM.) 

Srn,-The article on the above subject, which appeared in your 
January number over the signature of "0. H. Kean," will cause 
still further searchings of heart amongst tha~ growing number wQ.o, 
convinced of the brutalities and incongruities of the present systepi, 
and conscious of their inconsistency in tacitly acquiescing in them, are 
yet unable to devise a feasible means of escape. 

Your contributor certainly does not err in his classification of 
those whom he feels constrained to dub as "parasites" ; indeed, the 
list might well be extended to include all those whose daily labou:rs 
are of no service or of disservice to the hest interests of the community. 
Such an extension would justly bring within its scope many thousanqs 
of "honest working men," toilers with hand or brain, who are un­
consciously engaged in avocations either useless or pernicious in 
character. The stock-jobber's clerk, for ever recording his employer's 
gambling transactions ; tho author of cheap, sensational tiction, pouring 
forth literary narcotics, which stupefy the minds of their patrons and 
rend~r them incllopable of sustained or serious thought; the army of 
artisans building the rich man's tenth palace, to be used mainly as a · 

. prison house, jealously guarding for his selfish pleasure art treasur~s 
which should rightly be the heritage of the race; the host of fiunkeys 
and attendants _wbo wait upon the same rich map.'s artificially created 
wants-all these render no social service of any worth, and can only 
be rightly placed under the same general beading. . . 

But the writer appears to me less successful in his prescription for 
the cure than in his diagnosis of the disease. HiR via medi~ leaves us 
pretty much where we were-his "way out'' is a thread which fails to 
release us from· the intricacies of the labyrinth. Te countenance the 
retention of an erroneous position, held by virtue of frankly acknqw­
ledging its indefensibility, ceasing to justify it, and so forth,- is tanta­
mount to affirming that a wrong action is tolerable so long .as one 
admits that it is wrong-be bad if you will, so long as you are 
consciously bad. As a matter of ethicsi, such it dictum seems open. to 
improvement. · 

Ii What shall I do to be sav~d 1" The cry is ever as insistent as 
the replies to it are vague and inconclusive. To diHpossess myself of 
such "advantage " as I may have, for the benefit of a brother ill need, 
is merely to change places with him-there is still one needy ·person In 
the community who must now search for another conscience.:stricken 
indi vidua.l to in turn relieve his needs. 

" Sell all I have, and give it to the poor 7" Yes, but will the poor 
really benefit thereby 1 My few insignificant pound11, or hundreds, or 
thousands, would be a iner~ speck in th,e mass of pov.erty, to which I 
must necessarily, by so doing, add myself AS one more atom ! ~aph~f 
should it be our aim to strive for its al;ioli~ion than to a.tjd t? 
its bulk . · 

There is one way Ol~t, fl._~d one on}y-organised, intelligeqt, 901,l~ptiye 
effort. . All other roethods QUtside of ti)is are hnscientific, inexact', 1ana 
must n~cessarily fail. ' The forernbst eager ripples of the incomi.ng ti~~ 
dash themselves to pieces ag>\iust the rock which defies th~ir pun1 
individua.l onslaughts; the mighty volume 'of water which · follows 
carries all before it. ~ubstitute tbe '' we" for. the ~'I," and what the 
few fail to do the many ca..11 accomplish. 

Let no man qupto Tqort>au against me, to- wit, th~t. '·'he w.ho goes 
a.lone can start to-day; but he who travels with another must wait till 
that other is rea.dy, and it may be a. long ~irne b.~fore th~y g~t off..'' 
True; but sometimes it is wel) to wait, lPst he w.ho travels solitary 
µia;y faJl by the way. There is safety in numbers-for look you, there 
are lion11 i,:i the path !_-Yours, etc., · 

E.W. H. 
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AN ALL-ROUND FAILURE. 
Tbe officials and the would-be officials of tbe La hour Party 

are expressing <leep satisfaction at the "results" of the 
Portsmouth Conference. As these "results" happen to be nil, 
it proves w bat a little it takes to satisfy some people's minds. 
What they are really gratified about, however, is the fact that 
the threatened "split" has been so cleverly avoided. The one 

· thing that would have shown sorne vitality and have given some 
hope for the future did not come off. And the reason is not far 
to seek. · · 

The party to be criticised, the Labour. Party in the House, is 
not to be attacked with impunity by those who are breaking 
their necks to follow in it::; steps. If you wish to be one of the 
elect, if you are ambitious for official position, you must "play 
the game." And wh at is "the game "? The subordination of 
conscience to expediency, of the ide.al to self-interest. That is 
the gn·at pti1itic-al Jie wl1ich has been nailed down by Max 
Nonlau, and '"'·hich Disraeli apostrophised as a "splendid 
juggle." · 

It must also lJe said that the few who raised their voices­
some rnembern of the S.D.P.-did not and could not strike the 
right note,· bec;1use uiilfortunately they also are "playing the 
game" under slightly modified rules . The position is simply 
that the Labour Party is a part.y of Reform and nothing more. 
The S.D.P. is an organisation whose1, avowed aim is Socialism. 
If they wish to ·reach that goal, it is just as important for them 
to keep to their Socialism outside of Parliamentary action .as it is 
for Hardie, Macdonald, and the rest of the so-called Socialists of 
the I.L.P. The mixing· in the political struggle has coufused all 
the issues; and in England we badly need a Herve to pierce 
with his irresistible logic the mass of absurdities that are now 
preached as Socialism. 

The lndu.strialist for February very opportunely prints 
Herve's speech criticising the Socialists in the French Chamber. 
In this he says: ''Ali the Radical-Socialist reforms are to be had 
w"thout you. It only needs an agitation in the country for the 
Radical Republic to accept the reforms already realised in the 
surrounding monarchies. In Parliament you would be ll.seless. 
If only you were no more than tbat ! But you are dangerous to 
Socialism." And he is right. Because it is not the few votes in 
the House of Commons that w~n the day; it is the popular 
agitation outside. And the neglect of this great work of agitation 
and education is the chief reason why the Labour Party will fail 
on its present lines to benefit the workers. See how the House 
has tamed the smooth-tongued gentlemen who ouce fought the 
capjtalist with their gloves oft! Justice complains of Pete 
Curran. But Hyndman would be the same.; Quelch would be 
the same-or have to walk out. And if you only go there to 
walk out., what is the use of walking in? And meanwhile there 
is so much to be done outside; so much that is not being done. 
And the capitalist knows it, and is taking full advantage of the 
weakness and indifference that political action has produced 
among the workers. That is why Labour and Socialist politicians 
are a failure and a danger to the cause, and it would certainly 
be of far greater advantage to the workers to pay a levy to keep 
their leaders out ·of the House than to send them in: ·Political 
action, profit-sharing, all these are capitalist tricks 'to check the 
one thing they realJy dread-the direct ac.t.ion of the, 'w?r~ers . 

The receipt of a free copy of this paper is ail H1vttation 
to subscribe. 1s. 6d. per annum. 

The Russian Crisis. 
IV .-Conclusion. 

When the general strike had gained Russia a Constituti~n, 
there were, as we have shown, in l'eality only two parties 
wh]d1 could l,e said to represent the claims of the bulk of the 
natiou-the Constitutional Democrats and the Peasants' Union. 
The first, being purely bourgeois Radicals, w~re nearly s~tis!J.ed 
with the Constitution as it was anuounced rn the begrnmng. 
It is true they had claimed more advanced right~, e.g., univer~al 
suffrage; but as a party of legal means they behe:ed that wi.th 
the granted Constitution the work of th~ economic and social 
regeneration of Russia might be accomplished. . 

The Peasants' Union, newly created, bad no proper_orgamsa­
tion in ~he country; its programme ·could be re~hsed only 
by a revolutionary struggle, for which, however, it was not 
prepared. 

W.e saw that the revolutionary parties did not make use of 
their opportunity, and bureaucracy and autocracy found them­
selves again in full power. The isolated disorders and outbreaks 
in Moscow, Baltic provinces, Georgia, Kronstadt, and other 
towns of Southern Russia and Siberia were easily crushed. The 
·towns were bombarded by the same cowardly officers who were 
beaten by the Japanese ; the villag~s wer~ burnt and the 
unarmed population, women and children rn?luded, .brutally 
treated and outraged. 'I.1ill now everywhere m Russrn bla~k 
ruins and bullet-riddled buildings bear witness to the1r 
barbitrity . . 

The six weeks following the triumphant. g:ene:ra:l st~·ike 
showed the Czar and his 0ouncillors that Russia is d1v1ded rnto 
two camps. On one side, the non-official and enlightened section 
of the nation struggling against absolutism ; on the . other 
the corrupt bureaucracy, civil and n:ilitary as well as cler1?al­
in Russia the clergy are State officials-headed by the alhance . 
of high nobility, Senators, Governors, Ministers, Archbis~ops, etc. 
To deal with the progressive parties and to pa:alyse th~ mfluence 
of the Peasants' Union, the Government · by rntermediary of: the 
police organised the most destitute elements of the towns rn~o 
patriotic Unions. Thieves and criminals found themselves m 
the ranks of the patriots, whose chiefs ·were Krushevan, 
Puriskevitch, Shulgini Oou'Ilt Konovnitsin, Arc~bishop Hermogen, 
and Durnovo, the former Minister of the Inter10r, all people who 
have in their past accusations of embezzlement, immora.lity, and 
perversity. It is this Union which is calle~ the .Union.of the 
True Rm:sian People. It is the badge of th1s Umon which the 
Czar, knowing that the throne is forsaken by honest people, ~as 
adopted for himself and bis heir. The finances of the Empire 
are exhausted, bnt by the Czar's orders every year millions of 
roubles are given to this Union, and its members are added to 
the police force. The Ministry of the Interior, w?ich in r.e~lity 
is the police administration, whether secret, ordrnary, poh~i~al, 
clerical police, or gendarmerie, costs the country 150 m1l hon 
roubles. 'l'he salaries of nearly all police officials have been 
doubled· in the last year or two so as t o strengthen their :fidelity 
tn the throne . Nearly the whole of Russia continues to be in a 
state of siege, in order to buy the fidelity of the Army by. the 
double pay which is given at such tim.es: The stat~ of s~ege 
declared at the end of 1905 for three or six months rn various 
parts of the country has been prolonged t111 now b_y request of 
the military authorities, who in order to show theu zeal and 
activity are hanging daily innocent people, including boys and 
girls, on charges, as has been shown in many cases, of having 
stolen a few kopecks. The so-c.alled National Army is now in 
reality a corrupt band of mercenarie~ who earn their ~ouble pay 
by hundreds of executions (last year 780) and thousands of 
killed, wounded, and outraged peasants and workers. . 

At the same time the Press is muzzled, the smallest private 
meetings Df friends prohibited, and the life and property of any 
one is at the merey of a drunken and gambling officer or spy. 
The spy system has penetrated the whole of society, and the 
Azeff scandal shows how Ministers, the high bureaucracy, and 
even the Court are the tools of such arch- scoundrels as Pleh ve, 
Ratc.:hkovsky, Durnovo, Azeff and the like. In contemporary 
official Russian life demoralisation has penetrated everywhere, 
and conceptions of duty or honesty do nnt ex'ist. Th~ Cz:lr anCJ. 
bis family, the Ministers and high Government circl~s, Arch­
bishops and Governor-Generals, one and all are workrng only 
for their own interest and eoriehment. "Apres nous la deluge" 
is their motto. By all means of treachery and atrocity they try 
to crush national life and to stop progr.ess and development, s·o 
as to be able to preserve their power. 

This state of decadence has not developed suddenly. It is 
th.e result of a century of systematic persecution of science, 
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·honesty, and individual development. "Do not think; obey 
blindly," is still the general order· in school, in church, 1n 
barrack. "Be brutal and mind your own interests only " is the 
-official morality. 

With such a political system, with such morality, with such 
economic ruin, the colossal Empire has been brought to 
decadence; and no reform, not even revolution, can save its 
existence. The quicker the collapse of "the Empire of the 
knout" comes to pass, the better it will be for the now oppressed 
nationalities, and even for the general development and progress 
.of'mankind. 

W. TCHERKESOFF. 

A SUGGESTION. 

Comrades are always grumbling that we want more pamphlets, 
which is quite true. But the pamphlets won't ever come along 
if we each leave it to the others to do something. If we all 
solidly did a little, without one shirking or coming along too late, 
we should be astonished how easily we could get what we wanted. 
lf we have not grit and enthusiasm enough to do this much­
well, the Anarchist movement will never be anything in England. 
The time is ripe for another revival of real Socialism. It is a 

·.good opportunity to print pamphlets at the present time. 
· The press at 127 Ossulston Street is waiting ready to be used, 
and it is a chance we ought not to miss. 

. The .initial difficulty is, of course, the inevitable question of 
funds. This could be got over if we all made up our minds to 
.do a little. We might begin 1909 by paying a double sub-

. ·scription to FREEDOM. The extra money to go to the pamphlet 
fund, subscribers receiving the pamphlets as they appeared. 
Those who buy the paper monthly could send on to the office 
what they could afford, and I think we could count on some cash 
orders in advance from those comrades and groups who are 
better off than the rest of us. Anyhow, we should get about £60, 
enough to start printing six good pamphlets on decent paper, and, 
if possible, in art paper covers, besides having a pound or two 
left for advertising. After the first six pamphlets are got off and 
sold we should have some money in hand, which, supplemented 
with further cash orders in advance, would enable us to print 
.another series, or perhaps a shilling book of Anarchist essays, 
which the bookshops might be induced to take up. Having once 
made a start, each propaganda venture would become easier than 
the last, and with each issue there would be an increasing number 
of persons interested, who would at least buy the pamphlets as 
they appeared. 

Certainly, with a small subscription each, and a little trouble 
in bringing the pamphlets before the workers, a lot might be 
done. Just think, six new pamphlets, and all we have to do is 
for each to subscribe an extra shilling or so to the fund. Why 
have we not done so before ? 

There should be no difficulty in obtaining material for a good 
series of pamphlets. We have a few able writers in the move­
ment, there are some good pamphlets out of print, there are also 
some good pamphlets in other languages, which might be 
translated, and there are some good articles in back numbers of 
FREEDOM which deserve to be reprinted in pamphlet form. 

S. CARLYLE POTTER. 

ROBERT OWEN.':' 

One of the most futile and foolish of things that mankind is 
given to is the mania for making "gods" of prominent men. 
We Anarchis ts must always be the first to acknowledge the 
great things accomplished for humanity by individual effort and 
force of character. There are names that have our deepest . 
respect; . careers that have won our sincerest admiration. But 
we do not bow before these personalities, nor do we admit any 
.authority arising from them that can control our lives, except in 
so far as our own judgment may freely accept their conclusions. 
Having said this, we can express our deepest admiration for the 
splendid life-work of ·Robert Owen, and can speak of him as oiie 
-0£ the greatest of men without being misunderstood. 

People have called him a philanthropist' ;· but he was far 
more than that. He was indeed the precursor of that which 
to-day ·is called "humanitarianism." For he was not only one 
-0f the first to .preach that humanity needs not the whip and the 
scour~e to vvork and live the . social life·, but he was actually the 

* Robet·t Owen, Social Pioneer . By J oseph Clayton. 6d. net. London : 
A. C. Fifield, 44 Fleet St1eet, E.C. 

first to practically demonstrate the truth of ·his ideas. The 
author of the excellent little volume now before us points this 
out clearly. He says:-

" A hundred· years ago Robert Owen, in these New La.nark 
schools, showed what a humane education c0uld accompl ish . Dancing, 
the co-education of boys and girls, the absence of a11 cramming arid all 
punishments col'poral or otherwise-what might England have become 
had such schools been general? And to-day our teachers a1·e i:-;till 
beating boys and girls with canes in the public elementary schools, and 
flogging tLem with birch rods in reformatories, with the full consent of 
our education authorities. The healthy and natuntl co-education of 
the sexes, the obvious carrying into the school of the cleaue::>t infl uence 
of the home, is $till regarded with suspicion-especially outside 
elementary schools; while dancing, the sanest aud most joyous form of 
gymnastics, and a power for civilii:;ation that cannot be over-estimated, 
is neither sanctioned by education codes as an item of school routine 
nor permitted by county councili:<." 

That to Robert Owen belongs the chief merit of founding 
true Socialism in England only perhaps a hidebound Marxian 
would be inclined to deny. We are glad, however, that Mr. 
Clayton puts the matter beyond all doubt, for he shows that 
even Owen's activity in the Trade Union movement-a movement 
he practically created-" was an attempt not only to make 
working-class solidarity a fact, but also to inaugurate a social 
democracy apart from the State " (the italics are ours). And 
here is what was required that each member should subscribe to 
on joining the Grand National Consolidated Trades Union : " Do 
you folly acknowledge that labour is the source of all wealth? 
And that those who labour have a.n unimpeachable right to· 
secure to themselves and for their own disposal all its benefits 
and ad vantages?" 

How often have we urged in these columns that it is both a 
stupid and a dishonest thing to confound the real Socialist ideal 
with mere political reforms; and y~t this is done every day by 
Social Democrats, by Fabians, and by members of the I .L.P. 
We are glad to give in full a protest Mr. Clayton makes on this 
important matter :-

,,Owen's Socialism," he exphini:<, "comprised a definite reorganisa­
tion of socie ty on the basi s of public.: prnpe1·ty-cornn10u ownership of 
the land and the machinery of wealth production, and an equitable 
distribution of wealth, ma.king the existence of private landowner and 
private capita.list impossiblfl . And this is Socialism : this js the future 
of society that Owen calle<l Socialism, and it would be an advantage if 
the word· was only used when this definite . condit.ion of t hings was 
meant. As it is, a great deal of mental confusion has arisen, a,nrl much 
futile rliscussion taken place because th e term 'Socialism' i,;; made to 
do duty for so many O.ifferent notions. From the dispen::>ing with 
domestic . se1·vice to a kindlier trea.tnfent of the aged poor, from 
municipa,l baths and wai,;hhouses to the licensing of lrnwkers, from 
Government telephones to populil.r religious service,.;, from garden-party 
entertaiumentti for the poor by the rich to the pnblic feed irig of hungry 
school children, from reform of the marriage hws to a non-belief in 
Christianity-all these thi11gs have been called 'Socialism,' with the 
re:-;ult that the issue is obscured . . Ou the rnerits and demerits, 
the adv;rntages and drawbacks of Socialism, the discussion can range 
vigorously, b11t let us be agreed when we Rpeak of Soeialism that we 
mea n a :-;ociety based 011 puhlit.: property, where commou owuen;hip 
shall have ::;upersedeci land lol'd a nd capitalist, and where the workma.n 
shall i·eceive Lhe full product of his labour; a ::; lJl . .:iety whereiu pen;onal 
riches will have no power to command the obedience of men, and where 
there will be no room for the wenlthy id ler or the unemployed 
workman ; a society whern the production of all the necessary material 
goods and their dist1-ibutiou shall be orguuised and carried out under 
the direct ion and in the interests of the whole community." 

Ow0n soon discovered that no help was to be hacl from the 
State iu his great aim of the reorganisation of society ; and it 
cannot be too strongly insisted upon that his Socialism wa 
Communist and non-political in the sense that it was to be 
attained through the economic strnggle. " On its economic 
side," says Mr. Clayton, "Owen's new order of s.ociety is 
Socialism absolute ancl complete ; it is only politically and 
socially that it is not identical with the Marxian theory." And 
again : "The Governor of New Lanark cared little about political 
equality, and the agitations for the franchise left him unmoved.'' 
"It is not any mere political change in your condition," he wrote 
to the Chartists in 1842, "that can now be of any service to you 
or to society." How advanced this all sounds beside the awful 
rubbish preached by the political Socialist quacks now fool ing 
the people in the House of Commons.! 

Space does not permit us to enumerate all the great and 
noble ideas that Owen gave to the world ; of his unending 
devotion to the working class, whom he al-wp,ys loved and 
never deceived ; of his courageous and disinterested life that 
gave all he had to give and asked nothing in return . CalLi'·m·ny 
he met wit.h a serene indifference; and amidst all the fa ifores 
and disappointments thnt work such as hi was bonnd to meet 
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with, never do we hear one word of reproach against others. It 
would be a pleasure to record all that he, did for Co-operation, 
for e,du.cation, for woman's emancipation, and, last but not least, 
for those' most wretched and unfortunate victims of our present 
system-the "criminals." But we have no· space; and we 
would much rather see this brief but excellent biography in the 
hands of all our readers that they may judge for themselves the 
value of the life-work of one whose name should be a household 
word in every Socialist home. 

In less than seventy pages vre are given in a clear and 
interesting style a brief biography of Owen, a very fair statement 
of the work he did and the movements he initiated, and a 
generally correct and unprejudiced estimate of his aims and 
methods. So for sixpence one can learn much of this great 
pioneer and gain many clear ideas-ideas that have been shame­
fully mixed and muddled by pretentious nobodies of the present 
day who badly need putting in their proper places. 

SELECTION OF WORK FOR CHILDREN. 

THE HOUSE IS THE WORKMAN'S CASTLE; THE F ACTORY, THE CAPITALIST'S 

FORTRESS. 

Parents Rhould, ·if possible, select single-handed trades for their 
children, those which can be operated in the homes of the workers, so 
that, as in the early days of Greece and England, the craftsman could 
work in a shop attached to the home, as the countrymen did and do 
now, though the allotment system has marred the h<;>me culture to a 
large extent. Even in these distressed times, caused by the Govern­
ment restricting the issue of coinage and notes, few craftsmen are so 
comfortable in their home and at their work as those who have a shop 
beside their cottage, where they can make new work or repair the 
damaged goods of their neighbours, and sell the produce . of their 
gardens, vegetables, poultry, and fruit preserves, and still work at some 
craft in wicke1·, leather, hemp, etc. A farrier, who often iR a good 
mechanical Amith, is well situated at cross-lanes for repairs of wear and 
tear of vehieles and harness, mangles and motors-not the mangles 
done by them-though a smith'R craft is a double-banded one, if 
fo1 ·ging is to be done. Without his hammerman to use the sledge and 
hold up for welding, he has to defer the work till he gets this help. 

These remarks are preliminary to the purpose of showing that 
men who ha\'e home-crafts can resist the exploitation of their toil in 

~factories longer than lodgers and municipal home-dwellers and small 
tdlotmeut holders. 

Parents of the villa-class of children aim to make their young 
hopefuls, with their shallow training, Uarnegies, Rockef ellers, and 
Astors, by staiting them in life aR cle1·ks at a desk, or in some Govern­
ment, institu,tion for idle penmen, because they have not to soil their 
delicate hands at work. What a numbel' of theRe indulged mother's 
pets become failures, useless at borne anti worthless abroad, because, 
like schoolboys, tlrny can only use a pen, and at the age of forty are not 
eligible for anything except office work at about 15s. a week, the 
competition for easy, genteel penwork is so great. Parents should 
think of this for the sake of thei1· petted darling~ . 

Now, take the craftsman, driven from home work to factory work, 
how do we fiud him circumstanced? \Vith wife and family .miles away 
at tbeil' lodging, he getting his meals in a crowded cooksbop or pnblic­
hou~e, with dirt and discomfort around him. Home-coming is not 
alwll.ys pleasant for him; matters of accident, illuess, or some trouble 
that would have been averted if the craftsman's shop had been close to 
hi~ home. In many matters he could help his wife and watch his 
child1"e11, aud she could have helped him in many crnfts, while he might 
have comforted her in some illness or home trouble. The journeys to·a 
factory are a life-waste; a delayed train or tram causes lost time, to 
lessen earnings. He has to work with mates his master selects: some­
times they are repulsive. Capitalism, with its factory, does not 
consider colds, headaches, trains, life-wear, and worry, which home 
rest would alleviate and cure. "'.l'hat must not be at the loss of profit 
on your labour," says the factory owner. Like a horse in a mill, the 
factory hand-" band" is their word for a man-deteriorates in health, 
and his loving wife sees painfully that the factory work is slowly 
killing him, and wishes that she had some home work to do to win him 
rest-or perhaps, unfo1·tunately, she is a factory worker also. The 
children are i-;treet arabs between .·chool hours, and the neglected home 
a i::;cene of dirt and sqnalot· ; the girls mistaught about life's hopes and 
duties by the cheap iiovel, us the parents are mi8taugbt life's beauties 
aud Juties by the prurieut and pious ne ws paµe1 ·s. Home often becomes 
a qua1 relliug de11 for parents and children, due to facto1·y work for 
parerits awi:iy from their homes. 

Nut ouly i::; the fli ctory a fortress, bnt all Gover1iu1ent buildings 
nvw ba\-e theil' casem<1.tes, concealing batterie8 of .M.axims, Ht-i may be 
~et11 by outside inspection, i .e, opposite the H o11:"e of Commons. A 
isea.n·h im;ide tht>::;e buildi11gis would show ba.n·ack-room for several 
h111111l'ed men in t.be basemeut,s. Recently rifle·gnn rockets have been 
tried und found to carry 500 prds with deadly eft»cf s-to scatter mobs 
if 11ecessa1·y. Tue tenor of the rulers, C<lllRf-' <l by Lhe mar-eh of 
Chal'tists on April 10, 1848 •. started this concP.a]ed u rtre~i-; building. 
At Blackfriat'I:) Bridg<-', London, the factocy of Messrs. Reuuie Brothers, 

the engineers, was cleared of workers and filled with police, fully· 
armed as soldiers. 

At Homestead, Carnegie's Pinkerton assassins used the steel works­
as a fortress, to shoot down redundant workers seeking to get work. 
If each man bad been a home worker in his castle then, what chance· 
would the assassins hired by Carnegie and Co. have had against them 
in their own homes ? 

Other instances of factory fortresses might be cited. Enough is· 
advanced to u.rge parents who are Libertarians to train their chil

1
dren 

for single-handed crafts and such as they can operate at home-not 
simply ,qne craft1 but several. Longer and happier lives would result, 
and family joys and comforts would be joined to health and rn,oral 
training. The hireling · Press, daily and weekly, would then have to 
raise the standard of their ethics to win readers. And when the· 
Germans are invited over here by Royalty and Capitalism to suppress· 
a revolution of the workers, their castles would be a defence against the 
league of landlords, stockbrokers, and their Royal puppets. 

J. CHARLES KING. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

Italy. . 
The authorities are busy just now hunting dowh Anarchist pap~rs. 

The editress of Pace (antimilitarist) has been condemned to five years' 
imprisonment and a tine of 2,000 francs, and the manager to two years 
and a penalty of 1,000 francs, for articles appearing in special numbers· 
under the titles of " The Conscript " and " The First of May." For· 
the same crime the magistr~te. wished to impeach Professor Sergi of the 
University of Rome, editor of the Cou1·1·ie1· Eu1·opeen. A. Cipriani has· 
been condemned, in his absence from Milan, to a year's imprisonment 
for an article on the strike in. Parma. In Spezzia a~ effort will be· 
made to prosecute El Libe1·ta1·io for an article against the Monarchy 
which was reproduced in a Republican journal of Rome. 

The trial of the workers arrested for demonstrating during the 
riots in Parma will take place shortly at Lucca. But the trial of the 
numerous officials and functionaries selected to distribute the world's· 
bounty to the survivors of Messina and Reggio, and who are, as is weU 
suspected, lining their own pockets under the guise of "salary," etc . ...,­
this trial is so far unannounced ! 

France. 
Le~ Revolution, the new Revolutionary Syndicalist daily, appeared 

the first week of this mouth. Many well-known com~·a.des figure o.n 
the list of collaborators : Faure, Guill~ume, M~l~to, etc. ' ri:he price is 
5 cents. (!d.), and. its official address 12 Rue du Croissant, Paris. 

The return to the death penalty does not as yet appear to be 
efficacious as a deterrent to crimes of violence. The first executions 
took place on J 'anuary 11 at Bethune, in the presence of the populace. 
The next day, after the papers gloating over the hoi·rible details had 
overrun the country, au old man and womao. were murdered in the 
provinces, aud a wretched rag-picker in Paris. A day later an 
agdculturist and a messenger were attacked and shot, and a man and 
his wife fired upon by a whole band. Incidentally, another band 
qmirrelled and left one of their number dead on the field. On the 14th 
at Lyons a lover kills his lass; at . another place a husband kills his 
wife; elsewhere a " worthy citizen" is assassinated; also a hungry 
beggar, shot dead by the proprietor when caught in the act of stealing 
artichokes from a garden. Again, a couple of men fight, and one is 
killed by a blow on the skull ; another is picked up stabbed all over:­
and so forth. If this goes on, Deibler and Sons will have to form, ai 

company! Cruelty begets cruelty, as the world and its rulers very welt 
know; and no death sentence has eve.r yet reduced crime or bettere~ 
the universe. At the same time, the meting out of penalties' for crim~S· 
of a brutal kind that shock humanity is a problem difficult to solve. In 
one sense it seems more merciful to kill a criminal (so-called) than to 
send him to hopeless hard labour and exile in that hell-in-paradise, New 
Caledonia, where men go mad in solitary confinement, and are tortured 
into submission when rebellious. 

The mental attitude of the medical faculty towards Anarchists is 
known; that towards antimilitarists is, perhaps, voiced by a doctor of 
Paris, :who remarked during a lecture upon their psychology: " .Anti­
militarists, briefly, are characterised by a lack of muscular power and a 
horror of work. The weak, debilitated, lazy individual is ordained to· 
becon;ie an antimilitarist; he is the prototype of a1;1timilitarisll}. The 
last is not a moral but a physical opinion. War is not made only for 
killing the brave, but also for killing the cowa~dly. An~irp.ilibp:ists· 
fear l?lows ; they desire pea,ce because they are no~ brave. Disci,P~ine i.s 
the higbe::;t and noblest military' virtue. Any individual who cultivates 
his muscle:; becomes naturally a militarist-he wants to be the shepherd 
and · not the sheep. But nntimilitarists are cowardly degenerates,'' 
fit only, according to our discerning physician, to be classed with 
n Doukbobut·H, Cbiuese ma.ndarius, d wart's, and fakfrs" ! 

A schoolmaster bas lat~ly been punished by the civil courts for 
telling the t1·11th to bis class. During the history lesson he had daredt 
among othe1· heresies, to declare that the soldiers of the Revolution 
were not ::-.uch from love of wa'r, but .were bent simply on the defence of 
the riglits of ma.11 and the citizen; that Napoleon's wars, on th~· 
contrary, wet e for the }.Hll'pose of filching ce.rtain local liberties froni 
fornigu· natio11s, and thl'I t these did well to_ de_f_enQ _themselves ; a qov~ 
all,,th1-,t - F1:~nch s olaiei:s -aid wrong iu 18Q6 wh~n they .sle.w qld men, 
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·women, and children, whose lives should always be respected; that su~h 
:.acts were barbarous 'and cowardly. As the old maxim says, "Truth 
.ever goeth with a scratched face." 

.Germany. 
The domineering temper of German Trade Union officials is well 

.exemplified by the Mannheim incident. In December some 500 workers 
in the Strebel iron foundry struck on the masters' decision to lower the 
wages by 60 per cent.; whereupon a general lock-out in all the 
·foundries of Southern Germany was threatened, which would affect 
some 15,000 men. The officials of the Metal Workers' Union at once 
.commenced negotiations with the masters in order to avert at all costs 
the lock-out. But the men, having the support of the whole population 
,of Mannheim, resisted their officials' effort, and determined to continue 
·the strike. 'fo end the matter, the executive committee then published 
.a declaration stating officially that "the Union would no longer support 
the strike and declared it to be ended." This was published before the 
·Strikers had definitely decided, after consultation with the Union 
leaders, whether they would change their minds or not. The men's 
retort was a decision by 467 votes against 43 (the legal majority 
. according to the Union statutes) to persist in the strike. Down at 
once came the official heel. " The Managing Committee has al ways 
.allowed you latitude in your actions," came the mes::sage ; " it thought 
that common-sense would have returned to you. ·we have deceived 
ourselves, and again definitely declare that the strike in the Strebel 
foundry is ended." Immediately upon this proclamation the masters' 
,menace 0£ a general lock-out was withdrawn. Once again Union 
leaders had sold their men . The refusal of strike funds naturally 
paralysed the strike, and to .all intents and purposes the officials, with 
the masters, won the day. To ensure success, it is even said that one 
of the Union executive flourished a false telegram before the men,. 
purporting to prove the factory war:; having its work done elsewhere. 

The great miners' strike of 1905 in Westphalia, when 100,000 men 
were out, threatens to be rnpeated on a yet larger scale. The disaster 
at Radbod, when 360 miners were killed, has left a very bitter 
feeling among the workers, the popular opinion being that it was 
owing to want of proper precautions for the safety of the men. " But 
who cares for the .thousands who are killed or maimed every year? " 

.asks Hue, one of the moderate Sociafo;t Trade Unionists. "In 1907 
over 1,700 miners were ki'iled on the spot, and over 11,000 died or were 
injured through accidents. For every day's work 6 dead, for every 
.month 145 ! But this frightful fact never comes home to the general 
public-it is only the parents and com11ades of the sufferers who feel it. 
Miners now under-stand that their life counts for nothing, and their 
indignation deepens into fury!" The organised miners are, in fact, 
,getting exasperated at the difficulties put in the way of reforms in mine 
inspection. They demand inspectors and controllers out of their own 
ranks to assist in mine management. To this a deaf ear is turned . 
And therefore there is a threat that " if once more our hope of an 
imperial law for the better protection of miners ·and the creation of 
miner controllers is ignored, a favourable moment will be seized to 

.. declare an economic war such as the world has never yet seen." Big 
words-if German Unionists can carry them out. 

America. 
Emma Goldman and Ben Reitman, ~vho was widely known as the 

" King of Hoboes," were arrested at San Francisco on the night of 
.January 14 as they were about to hold o.ne of the eight meetings they 
had previously announced, and lodged in the city prison on eight 
.charges of conspiracy to rout. " Rout" is defined in the State statutes 
as the assembly of two or more persons at a meeting where measures 
are advocated w_hich if they were actually carried out would lead to 
riot. The police acted on the theory that e:;:t.ch one of the meetings· 
announced constituted such a conspiracy, and bail was fixed at $ 1,000 
cash or $2,000 bond on each count. "'William Buwalda, who was 
dishonourably discharged from the Army and sentenced to five years' 
imprisonment on Alcatraz Island, the Federal military prison, by court­
m,artial for :::ihaking hands with Emma Goldman at a meeting held by 
her some months ago, was also placed under arrest because of his 
protest against the action of the police. Buwalda was recently liberated 
under pardon from President Roosevelt. While in her cell Emma 
·Goldman received news of the deatb of her fo.ther in Rochester, N.Y . 

. The United States, like her sister Republic, Switzerland, has begun 
the precedent of returning Russian political refugees to their blood­
thirsty Government. Sev,eral have already beeri extradited, never 
openly for a political offence, but for such masked as robbery, or, as in 
one case, for forging a false Academic certificate. To the objections of 

.. Qlarence Darrow when defending a Russian peasant who had escaped 
after taking part three years since in the revolt in the Baltic provinces, 
the Chicago magistrate retorted: ''In this affair our decision must be 
based more UJ!>On the Russian than the American law." There was 
absolutely no substantial proof of the man's identity-but he was 
. delivered over to the hangman. It is said that a long.list of "wanted" 
men and women, political refugees, has been prepared, and that one by 
one they will be extradited with as little publicity as possible. 

Never, it seems, has there been so many unemployed in New York 
as this winter, and though a boom in trade is trumpeted, misery grows 
instead of diminishing. In Philadelphia half-time is being worked in 

-su<:Jh places as have not closed down. In one locomotive factory alone 
10,000 ·men··ha·ve .been ,:. dismissed since ·December last . · F1-om ·Canada 

. comes the same tale. M 'mtreal is full of starving and unemployed 

Thousands of dollars a week pass through the hands of organised charity 
officials, but, as elsewhere, the money apparently becomes a part of their 
salary, for no benefit accrues to the poor, .nor do their numbers· decrease. 
The press lately announced that a sum of 1,600 dollars could be had for 
the asking by the derelict of a certain parish. On arriving to claim t4e 
dole they were informed that the mone¥ was to be devoted to the 
inmates of a certain institution. The matter being investigated, it 
appeared that the denizens of this " institution " paid for their keep / 
until their funds ran out-when they were shown to the door. So ,. 
much .for charity! As for justice, it seems to follow the lines of 
Europe, judging from two recent examples. In Quebec a beggar dying 
of cold pilfered an overcoat hanging outside a shop. He was seen and 
chased by passers-by, and weakened by hµnger, soon dropped . Next day 
he was condemned to two years in the penitentiary. On the same day 
a young well-to-do man forged several thousand dollars' worth of scrip. 
He was not arrested . "The affair will be arranged to the satisfaction 
of all parties," is the public announcement, and the swindler's name 
remains a press secret. · 

The men employed on the Great Western Railway at Pernambuco, 
Brazil, went out on strike recently. 11here was no trouble till troops 
were sent to the spot. Result: two workers. killed and sixty wounded . 

BOOK NOTES. 

The Englishwornan (Grant Richards, ls. net), a monthly magazine 
devoted to the enfranchisement of women, appears for the first time 
this month . It is in its way a healthy sign of the awakening spirit in 
women to break the chains that have bound them so long . . It may 
seem but a poor beginning to clamour for the vote, which in itself will 
help them not at all. But around this agitation will grow up many 
demands in the direction of personal liberty that will have to be 
conceded . Therefore when we .read that" the pages of the Englishwoman 
will be open to discussion on any of the views expresRed in signed 
articles," it seems that a wide field of usefnlness may be opened up by 
this magazine. The articles in the present number are well written, 
and they will surely have an interest for those who advocate woman's 
political enfranchisement. But we are still wniting for · the women who 
shall claim full economic and social freedom for their sex. 

Right to be Born Well. By Moses Harman. 25 coots. Los .Angel'es, 
Cal.: 649 South Main Street. . 

It is impossible not to admire the . energy and sincerity of this 
veteran agitator, who here again gives us a little volume of thoughts , 
and ideas that are full of interest for all who are free-minded enough 
to study this important question. 

E1·in's Hope. By James Conolly. 5 cents. New York: The Harp 
Library, 749 Third Avenue. 

This is another . note of i·evolt sounded against English rule of 
Ireland. The author places his hope in an Irish Socialist Republic ; 
but although the Socialism is all right, we cannot see that a Republic 
will bring Ireland any morn freedom than it has brought other nations 
that have tried it and found it wanting. Still, it is good to see an 
appeal to the spirit of revolt which permeates these pages. 

Also Received. 
Institibtional Mcwriage. By Moses Harman. 5 cents. Los Angeles, 

Cal.: 649 South Mai.n Street. 
"Cornracle Kropotkin." By VicLor Robinson. 50 cents. New York: 

The Altrurians, 12 Mount Morris :rark W. 

A WARNING. 
Cardiff and Br"istol comrades have sent us a warning regarding a 

Dr. Leo Coplan, who has been baskiug in the rays of reflected glory, 
publishing a translation of an article on Russia by Kropotkin as his 
own writing. On account of a. ce1·tH.iu fi oancial transaction, he was 
requested to leave the c11 mp of the" Hui1ger Ma1·chers" at Cardiff. Ile 
is supposed to be in London undel' ~mother name. 

PHOTOGRAPH OF MARIE SPIRIDONOVA. 
~This photograph of the Russian heroine, whose horrible tortures 
caused such a sensation, was taken in prison. It is on good paper aud 
suitable for mounting. Price 2d., postage (in cardboard . roll) ld. extra. 

. for any number. Quantities l s. 6d. per dozen po. t-free. 

ANARCHISM. 
By DR. PAUL ELTZBAORER. Translated by S. T. BYI GTO.r • 

An impartial and unbiassed study and analysis of the <loctriues of. the 
leading A11archists of the world from Godwin downward with extensive 
ext.racts from their works. This is perhaps the best survey oF the subj tlc t yet 
written. 'rhe contents embrace :-1. 'l'he Problem. 2. Law, the Sta. te; and 
Proper ty. 3. Godwin's 'reac hiug. 4. Prondhon's 'l'eachi11g . . 5. tiniei·'s 
'reach ing. 6. Ba.kunin's T eachi ng. 7. Kropotki11's Teaehing. 8. Tucker's 
Teaching. 9. Tulstoy's Teaching. 10. The Anarchistic Teac hings. 

, ; . . . 
6s. 6d. net ; po.:itag.e 4:d. extra. 
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PROPAGANDA NOTES. 

[Rep orts of the Movement are specially invited, and should be sent in not 
later than the 25th of ea?Jh month.] 

LIVERPOOL. 
The Liverpool Communist Sund ay School beg to t han k comra des 

and fri ends for th ~ir financi al suppor t in aid of social at the Cla rion 
Club on January 24. Collection by elder comrades at social amounted 
to 10s. 5~d . Donat.ions by va rious member s of th e above club, £1 7s. 
The socia.l turned out a distinct success. Comrade Quay le enlinned 
thi1 1gs hy his humorous !tnd clever conjuring show. We had good 
rec it :.i.tions and songs r endered by the children. Comrade Gladys Joni:>s 
w~ts t he spea ker of the afternoon. The proceedings were closed by the 
singing of tbe chorus of the "L'Internatiqnale" in French by the 
children. 

We now have 38 me mbers in the school, and this number looks 
like increasing. 

To develop the spirit of Internationalism we have joined the 
"Ligue Internationale pour !'Education d e l'Enfance" (for info1·ma­
tion apply to Senor Portet, Clarion Cl11h, Liverpool). To b reak down 
national prejudices and that patrio Lic pifile which is inculcated iuto tbe 
children of our present-day school is, to my mind, the fin est propagauda 
we can do to ensure the solidarity of the workers of all na.tiomi . We 
of the Communist School intend to work in our small sphere to this 
end. JIM DICK. 

LEEDS. 
Our little group, after actively agitating to get Comrade 

Rocker, succeeded, and had him here on January 22, when 
he lectured on Edgar Allen Poe. A crowded and apprecia tive 
audience followed h.is analysis of the poet's life and work with 
intelligent interest. On January 23 he lectured again in the 
Board School, bis subject being " Anarchism and the Political 
Parties/' It was an excellent exposure of political aims, and proved 
the need of Anarchist Communism for freedom and full individual 
developu1ent. Another successful lecture was given on Sunday even­
ing, J "an. 24, on "What do the Anarchists Want 1" and on Monday he 
spoke in the Trade Union Club on "Trade Unionism.'' Tuesday 
evening was devoted to an address to the tailoresses, wh ~ch was also 
highly successful, and gd.ve the women much food for thought over 
tbei~ own problems. And finally, on Thur~day we had a lecture of the 
deP.pest interest on " Science and Anarchism " to a crowded audience. 
This concluded a week o~ most fruitful and active work. · E. Fox. 

W ALTHAMSTOW. 
On Sunday, Jan. 24, at the William Morris Club (S.D P.), Com­

rade Carlyle Potter read a very interesting paper to an attentive 
audience, mostly C?mposed of members of the club, several of whom 
took part in the discussion that followed - in opposition, of course. 
They did tbf'ir best. to show the effectiveness of Parliamentary action, 
but miserably failed. Our comrade was very ably supported by W. 
Ponder, Barron, and A. Finch, the latter a uew and very promising 
young comrade, who has promised to assist us here in Waltbamstow in 
outdoor propaganda.. Later on Comrad~ Flutter and one or two others 
also tcok part in the discussion . F. LARGE. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

(January 11-Feoruary 10. ) 
FREEDOM Guarantee Fund-K B. 2s 6d, T. S. 2s 6d, E. Lillyan 3s, R. Clarke 6d, 

K Rhodes 2s, Essex 6d, Auon £1. 
FREEJ>11M 811.bscriptions- G. D. ls 6d, \.V. H. F. l s 6d, W. G. 2s, J. Scarceriaux 2s 

K W . H. ls 6d, C. M. ls_ 6d, A. K. B. ls 6d, M. F. 111 6d, Y. P. ls M, E'. 
Dn r. hr. min ls 6d, K. Rick er ls 6d, C. R. C. ls 6d, E. D. Hunt Js 6d, J. B. 
ls 6d. 

Sa,le11 uf Ji'H.EEDOM.-C. Kean ls 9d, J. Blundell 15d, F. Goulding 9d, T. S. ls 6d, 
Hendersons 4s 8d, Reeves ls 8d, Mandl 2s, E. Lechmere 2s 6d J. McAra 
ls 15d, A. Plattin 3s, F. Ba.ker ls 4d, Goodmau ls 5d, Holtz I; 3u, Alvan 
Marlaw ls 6d, A. Goldberg 5s, R. Kleinstein ls, A. Bird 2s, J . Isenboum 
3s ~d, S. W ermont 9d, .1£ssex ls, F . L.irge ls 6d. 

PamphlP.t and Book Sales. - F. Baker 6s, J. Blundell ls 6d, J. Scarcerivaux 2s 
'l'. Warner 2s, L. C. ls, A. Goldbng 7s 6d, G. D. 10s, A. Plattin ls 3d: 
J. W. ls, Goodman 9u, Alvan Marlaw 2s 6d ,' A. Pollock ~s, R. Kleinstein 
12s 3d, T. S. lld, F. H. S. 3P 6d, T. J . Is, G. Ballard 3s 6d, E. Fox 4s G. 
Roseuzweig 3s 3d, H endersoiis 6s 7d, I. Sugar 3s lid, J. B. 4s Id, C. L~wis 
8s, A. Hyd e 3s. · 
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Published by i!;MMA GOLDMAN. 

0£fices: 210 East 13th Street, Nevi York City, .U.S.A. 
Ca.n be obtained from FREEDOM Office . . 6d. rnonth ly, p,q~t.-free' ·7a ~ · -. 

Back num bers suppli.-.d. 
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TO-MORROW MAGAZINE. 
TO-MOH.ROW 1i< mad e up 11ac l1 11 wnth i11 th1 .' Tu-Mo rruw Fellowship Home, 

wher .. t he Spiri t of Broth erh ood is the ' 's pirit of t he hive. " 
, TO- MORH.O W is op posed to l!11 pi tali sm, G1·a(t , Dogma, and Competition; 
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East London Anarchist-Socialist Sunday School. 
T he E ast Lon don Anar chist-Socialis t 'Sunday School meet e at 3 .3 0-

. every Suncfay :::it t h e Work ers' F riend Oln b a nd Institute, 163 J ubilee 
Street, M il P. E nd. C hilciren in t h e d istrict invi t ed. A n E speranto· 
class for adults <tnd children is l"p ecia lly conducted by Comrade Dusa. 

Liverpool Communist Sunday School. 
Please note chauge of address-I.L.J;>. Rooms, Tagus Street 

(corner of Lodge L a ne), every Sund.ay a t 3 p.m. Music, songs, 
r ecita tions, and ::;bor t speeches. Dona tions a re needed.-J.A.s. H. D ICK,­
Secretary, 15 B oswell Street, Liverpool S. 
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A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST COMMUNISM 
BETWEEN TWO WORKERS. 

BY E. M ALATESTA. 

Price One Penny; post-free Three-ha lfpence. . . ............... . ........... ..... ..... 
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A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. BETWEEN TWO 
WORKER S. BY E. MALATESTA. ld. 

ANARCHrnM : 1Ts PH1LosoPHY AND IDEAL. BY P. KRoPoTKIN Id. 
THE STATE : lTS HISTORIC R OLE. By PETER KROPO'l'KIN. 2d. 

· LAW AND AUTHORITY. By PE'rER KRoPo'rKIN. 2d. 
THE SOCIAL GENERAL STRIKE BY ARNOLD ROLLER. 2d. 
THE BASIS OF TRADE UNION ISM. By EMILE PouGET. ld. 
WAR. By PETER KROPO'fKIN. ld. 
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EVOLUTION AND R'bJVOLUTlON. By K REcLus. ld. 
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USEFUL WORK VERSUS USELESS TOIL. BY W JLLT AM MORRIS. Id. 
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3s. 6d. post-:free. · 
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3s. 6d. post-free. 
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NEWS FROM NOWHERE. By WILLIAM MORRIS. ls. 6d. ; postage 4d. 
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cloth 2s., postage 3d. 
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aud ls., postage 3d. · 
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Leicester.-A. GoRRIE, 2, Brazil StrP.et. 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.-R. STUART, 51 Douglas Terrace. 

' H. KAH.PIN, 11 R ave.nsworth Terrace. 
Glasgow.-D. ! ~AXTF.R, 32 Kn~.n~.wick Street. 
Dundee.-L. MACA1tTN1<:Y, 203, Overgate. 
U.S.A.-N. NOTKIN, l:~:-12 .S . 6th Street, Phila.<lelphia, Pa. 
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New Zeaiand. - P .• JosJ<:PHs, fi4 Taranaki ~treet, Wellington. 
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