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NOTES. 

Conferences and Common Sense. 
The advantage of such conferences as have recently been 

hel~ by the I.L.P. and the S.D.P. is that they afford an oppor­
tumty for outsiders to judge not only how much common sense 
may exist in such gatherings, but also what stupidities can be 
uttered by leading wiseacres, and what ridiculous attitudes can 
be taken up by political poseiirswho are anxious-to make a name. 
For instance, here is H. M. Hyndman, after twenty-five years of 
fruitless "Revolutionary Social Democracy," repeating the sterile 
formula of attaining their ends-whatever that may mean-" by 
peaceable ~11eans if possible, forcible if necessary." If ever 
the possess.mg ?lasses cared a brass farthing about thi.s sort of 
tal~, that time is passed, for they certainly do not now. Again, 
as if to co~~rm the truth ?f what w~ have always said, Hyndman 
dec~are~ it was essential to pomt out that from the very 
begm:r:mg the S.D.P. had advocated all the stepping-stones to 
collective and social organisation which were now being adopted 
by Ra.dic~l Opportunists" (Daily News, March 26th). Need he 
a?d his friends be so dreadfully offended when we say that is pre­
ciselJ:'° th~ party to :vhich they belong-the Radical Opportunists? 
Contmumg, ~le. said, the General Election showed clearly that 
under the existrng electoral system no independent candidate had 
,a really f~ir. chance against the two great political parties. In 
th.at case is it honest to tell the working men they can, if they 
will vote, have scores of representatives returned as things are, 
and so drag them to the polls under false pretences ? 

Lepine Asking for More. 
. M. Lepine, the Paris Prefect of Police, is a wily customer. 

. He ~n?ws h~w to play on the nerves of the Parisian bourgeois. 
In gr:rmg evidence before the Paris Municipal Council as to the 
secu~·ity of the French capital, be did not forget to make the most 
of ~is chance. He spoke almost despairingly, poor man, of the 
fruitless efforts of the police to cope ·with the undesirables and 
th~ "Apaches." "\Ve live in an age of humanitarianism;" he 
said,, and be complains that the magistrates will not convict the 
hooligans that are brought before them. Of course, there are 
Apaches and undesirables in Paris as in all great cities, but 
as the _Tenips N ouveau;r. has pointed out, M. Lepine has an eye 
to bus~ness., and fiJ?-ds this persistent exaggeration of ·the insecurity 
of P~r~s brmgs gnst to his mill. He quite forgot to remind the 
Mumcipal Co~mcil th~t during the inundations, when the people 
took matters mto their own hands, the Apaches and undesiralJles 
were on their best behaviour, and · clarecl not commit outrages 
that a~e common· enough when things are left to the police. ':I1he 
bru~ahty and blind stupidity of police methods and "legal" 
pumshments only aggravates the evil, and costs the public a 

· pretty penny, v:h~reas the .d~rect action of the people's vigilance, 
even uncler exi.sting conchtion. ·' does wonders. This is a bad 
omen ~or M. Lepine, and so \ li"re find him asking for more police. 
He evidently knows the Paris bourgeois, for we are told that 
~' .M. Lepine's remarks created so profound an impression upon 
his hearers that a resolution was passed authorising the enrolment 
of 160 more police this year, and an additional 500 spread over a 
period of five years." And so :he game goes on. 

An A wakening. 
At the present moment, while so many cross-currents are 

bewildering the workers, it is a hopeful sian to see that the 
miners, North and South, are in revolt a.ga~st the disgusting 
conduct of the "leaders." All the capitalist tricks of conciliation 
and arbitration have clearly shown how futile it is to trust to 
"leaders" where questions in dispute should be settled dec·i. ively 
by the common sense and determination of the workers them­
selve~. Of c~mrse, this leads immediately to direct action, but 
that is precisely what is needed to end all the miserable pro­
crastination and delay, dragging on for months, which breaks the 

hearts of the men long before the real struggle begins. It will 
be remembered how 10,000 Durham miners rose in anger against 
the action of their "representative" in settling, against their 
wish, some disputed points regarding the eight-hour day. Such 
a demonstration of their will would have been enough to have 
imposed their demands on the masters in a few days without the 
help-or hindrance-of the "leaders." Now we find the miners 
of South Wale.s ready to throw over the officials who, for reasons 
of their own self-interest, are ready to betray the interests of the 
miners to the capitalist wolves. We hope that both these mani­
festations me.an an awakening of the men to a perception of the 
folly of submitting to all this official trickery, and a desire to 
employ the more effective methods of the General Strike. 

The Fraud of Co-partnership. . 
The failure of the Furness scheme of co-partnership is another 

sign that t.he skilled workers are, at any rate, beginning to see in 
which direction their real interests lie. This latest capitalist 
dodge, which unfortunately succeeded with the gasworkers, has · 
been tried and found wanting by the engineers of the North-East 
Coast. They may have been lacking in foresight in joining in 
the scheme in the first place, but their speedy determination to 
have done with it is nevertheless encouraging. Of course, it 
will be argued that they are acting merely as Trade Unionists, 
absorbed by their own selfish interests. But it must not be 
forgotten that the Trade Unionists form the vanguard of Labour, 
both in the resistance to capitalist encroachments and in the 
struggle to wrest concessions from the exploiters. What would 
be the conditions of labour at the present day had it not been 
for the ·efforts made by organised Labour ? It is absurd to harp 
on the mistakes that have been made. The capitalist spreads 
his net with consummate cunning·, and often holds the "leaders".· 
in the palm of his hand. But if the rank and file are intelligent. 
enough to profit by experience, that is something to be glad of, 
and holds out . promise for the future. The :failure of these 
attempts to lure the worker off the lines of ·.his real interests will 
help greatly to keep the true issues clear. 

The Absurdity of Majority Rule. 
The counting of votes in Finsbury at the County Council 

election, and the complete turn of the scale by one vote, give.s us 
a fine example of the beautiful working of majority rule. 
Anarchists are regarded as impracticable-or worse-because 
they regret this stultifying and ridiculous method of conducting 
our social and economic life; but we ask could anything approach 
nearer to sheer imbecility than the position created by this one. 
vote in Finsbury? In reality, all executive and administrative 
powers rest in that vote. And you cannot fix the responsibility, 
because you cannot individualise a vote. It may have been given 
by a genius or a fool; but that matters nothing, for in the ballot 
box one carries as much weight a.s the other. If men were not 
so cowardly, they would despise this absurdity. At any rate, it 
is a point for sensible people to ponder over. 

Losing our Life Blood. 
frs. Bradlaugh Bonner does well to call attention (Morning 

Leacler, April 5th) to the evil of emigration. We lose annually· 
thousands of the best of our population, who go thousands of 
miles to be brutally exploited, or to pave with their bones the 
highways for future landlords and capitalists. And our chief 
cause of this is the monopoly of the soil of England by that gang 
of lan.d thieves we call the House of Lords. We take a great 
deal of trouble to keep out so-called undesirables, but we do. 
nothing to keep in their native land those most needed to ensure 
a healthy population . . 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 
The May number of FREEDOM will be publi hed on· Friday,. 
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MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. 
BY P1::'l'Eit KROPO'l'KIN. 

VI. 
HERBERT PE C ' R Y THETIO PHILO OP 

When the study of Anthropology-i.e., the study of the 
physiological evolution of man and the growth of his institutions 
.and religious beliefs-began to be carried on with the methods 
that are applied in all other natural sciences, it became po. ·sible 
.at last to delineate in its essential outlines the history of 
mankind, and to do away with metaphysics which had obstructed 
'till then the study of history, just as Biblical' tradition had 
obstructed the progress of geology. 

One might have thought, therefoi·e, that when Hcrbei·t 
• •pencer undertook in his turn the construction of a S)7llthctic 
philoso1 hy in the second half of th nineteenth century1 he woul<l 
have done. o without falling into the errors that had characterised 
the "Positive Politics" of Augu to Comte. And yet, even though 
Spencer's "Synthetic Philosophy " is a great step in adYHneo (it 
does not lead to a religion or to a new form of worship), yet in 
its sociological part it contains fallacies quite as misleadiJLg <ts 
those that were embodied in Comte s Positive philosophy. 

The fact is, that when Spencer came to the psychology of 
societies (after having admirably examined the substance of our 
knowledge in physical sciences, biology, and psychology), ho di<l 
not remain faithful to his rigorous scientific method, u:~l did not 
dare to face the consequences to which such a meSD.od would 
have brought him. Thus, to take one single example, Rpenuol' 
fully recognised that land should never be pl'i vate prn1 erty ; 
because the owner of the soil, profiting by his right to raise the 
land-rent, may hinder hi· fellow men from obtaining from the 
soil all they could get out of it by means of intensive culture: or, 
he may keep the land uncult~vated, waiting t ill its value l>e 
raised by the work of other people around him. ·Spencei· rea.dily 
recognised that such a system is noxious to societv and full of 
dangers. But while recognising this as regards la~d, he did 11ut 
venture to use the same argum.ents as regards other accumulated 
riches~ such as mines or . docks, not to mention workshops awl 
factories. In natural sciences he did not hesitate to come to 
opinions absolutely contrary to those that had been maintai.ue<l 
for centuries by religion. But here he had not the comcl.O-e to 
accept the logical conclusions of his own reasonings. 

0 

. Or el~e, to ~ake ~nother striking example, he loli.dly raised hjs 
voice agam t State mterference with the life of so :iety ; he even 
gave t~ one of his works a title representing in itself a whole 
revolutionary programme : "The l\1an. versus the State." . But 
little by little, under cover of safeguarding the prntP;ctivP, functious 
of. the State, he entirely reconstructed the State as it exists to-<fay, 
with but few very timid restrictive limitations. ,,, * ;;, 

T~ese contradictions and many others besides could easily be 
expl1~.med .by the fact that Spencer planned the sociologica.1 pal't 
of his plnl.osophy under the influence of the English Radica.l 
movement, long before he had written that part which dealt with 
natural sciences. In fact, he published his "Social Statics" jn 
~85~, t~1at is to say, :vh~n ~he anthropological study of hurnau 
mst1tut10n. · was still m its mfancy. But, be it as it may, the 
result wa that, like Comte, Spencer <lid not undertake the stud \7 

of human institutions as a naturalist, for thefr own sake \vithuu't 
preconceive l ideas borrowed from other dom~in ·, out id~ science. 

JV~orcov~r, a.· soon as he reached the philo ·ophy of societie. ·­
that i , oc1ology- Spencer began to adopt a new meth d, and a. 
very treacherous one: the method of re emblances, or analoo·ies, 
whic~1 h evidently did not resort to in his ·tudy of th fact. of 
ph s1cal na.turo. The consequence was that thi method all W<.' l 
him to ju. -tify a mass o~ preconceived ideas ; and the resu lt of 
.all these conce ·ions is, that up till now we ha., not <rot <.L 
.s ·ntbet~ic philosophy that has been built up on the ',;a.me 
:fonndat10n for both natural and sociologica.l sciences. 

. I~ . mu~t a.lso . be said that for the comprnhension of t.he 
pnmitive mstitutions of the savages-which repr .. ent. <t .·nh­
stantia.l portion of all Sociology-Spencer was the lea.st suitrd 
man. In thi · re pect he even exao·gerated a failino· that is 
frequ nt with Englishmen : a want of under&ta.ndin; for t: :c' 
moral.· and cu.-toms of other nation .-" vVe EnO' li.-11 ;i~·e Ho111c111 
la.w p oplc, whjl the rish are Common law peopl ; th<Lt is why 
ve do 110 und rstand one another," I was told -once bv 1t11 

English friend a very intelligent and well-inf01·med man.-'Ih~i 
misun~ rshtnding is till g1·eater when ap. Englishman ha. to 
deal wtth tho.·e who are d scribed as 'inferior races.' 1he . a.nit, 
j tru' of ''pen 1·. Re was quite incapable of under tand in.:·· tlw 
. ·avacr 8 r , pe t for hi tribe and tribe-rule · or th h ro of an 
Icchndi<: . ucr3, who ·onsiders "blood-rev no-e" a · a h Jy duty: 01· 

the inn r lif of a mediaeval city, which, though it n1s full of 
strife within, wa nevertheless, and precisely for that reason, a 
life of wonderful progre: s. Th conceptions of Right and Law 
which prevail cl at tho ·e stao-es of civili ·ation were entirely 
strange tu • pencer: he aw nought but savagery, barbarism and 
cru lty in that life. 

Besides-and this is perhaps even more important-Spencer, 
like Huxley and so many others, had completely misunderstood 
the real meaning of the "struggle for existence." He represented 
it to himself, not only as a struggle between different species of 
animals (wolves preying upon bar s, many kinds of birds living 
on itJsects, and ·o forth), but also as an acute struggle within 
each spec1~es, .nmong all the individuals of the species. In reality, 
however, such a struggle doe.· not exist-certainly not to the 
extent imagined by Spencer-even among animals, and still less 
so among the most primitive savages. But once it was admitted 
by the philosopher, all his sociological conceptions suffered from 
tliat false supposition. 

How far Danvi.n himself was responsible for this erroneou · 
conception of tbe. truggle for existence, we need not discuss here. 
But it 'is c rtain that when he published his "Descent of Man," 
twche y •am after .the "Origin of Species," he already took a far 
broa<l.e1· and a more metaphorical conception of the struggle for 
existence than that of a ha.rd i:;truggle between all the individuals 
withi.n each sp ·ci s, which he had taken in his first great work in 
order to prove the importance of natural selection for the origin 
of new species. In his second great work, "The Descent of 
Man," he wrote, on the conti·ar.y, that those species which contain 
the greatest number of mutually sympathetic individuals have· 
the greatest chance of surviving and of leaving a numerous 
progeny, aud thus he entirely npset his first conception of the 
strnggle for life. And nevertheless, Spencer maintained it in 
full. 

'l'he ch<:LI tors which Dm·win devoted to tbe subject of develop­
ment of human ethics out of the sociable habits of the animal 
ancestors of rnu.n, might htwe been the starting-point for the 
elaboration of a conception, exceedingly rich in consequences, on 
the nature and evolution of human societies (Goethe had already 
divin<-'d it); . but these chapters of Darwin passed unnoticed. It 
was only in 1879, in tt lecture given by the zoologist Kessler, 
that we :5nd a d .ar conception of the relations existing in 
Nature h tween the struggle for existence and mutual aid. 
"For the progressive evolution of a species," the Russi.an pro­
fessor said, giving a few examples, " the law of mutual aid has 
far more importanue than the la.w of mutual !struggle." · 

.A yea.r later, Lanessan delivered at Paris a lecture, "The 
Struggle for Exi, ·tunce imd Association for Struggle"; and soon 
after that Biichnol' published his work, "Love," in which he 
showed the importance of sympathy among animals as a step 
towards d veloping the first conceptions of morality; but he gave 
to filial love and c0mpassion too prominent a position, and 
there1y ui:;ele;:;sly limited his field of research. 

It was easy for me to give (in "Mutual Aid : a Factor of 
Evolution n) further proof of Kessler's remarkable idea, and to 
extend it to man. I had only to base my conclusions as r'egards 
mutual aid among animals on the accurate observations of Nature 
by tbe best field zoologists, and my views on the history of human 
institutions on the mass of modern historical research. Among 
a,nimal. ·, mutua.l aid is, jn fact, not only the most efficacious 
'''eapon in the struggle for existence against the hostile forces of 

ature and agttim;t other inimical species, but it is also the 
11r inc·ipnl, in1>frurrient of proyres&ive evolution. Even to the other­
wise weakest a.nimals it guarantees longevity (and consequently 
accumala,t.ion of experience), security for breeding their offspring, 
and intellectual progress. 1'his is why thoE:e animal species which 
most practise mutua.l aid not only better 'Ul'vive iu the struo·o-le 
for lire tha.n those which lead an isola.tcd life, but they ~lso 
occupy '" higher position in their own re ·peuti.ve dasses (of 
Insect , Birds, or l\ifamrnals) by t11r.· sur criority of their physical 
s trnctur ·and thcil' jntelligence. · 

This funcla.rnent<Ll fact uf N a,tlll'e was not uoti ·eel by Spencer 
until l t'90. Re accepted, on the ·ontra,ry, an a ·nte struggle for 
life within ea<;h specie. a.· an ·tabli. h 0 <l fa.et d1ich needed no 
p roof--a.s a.n axiolll . A strug"lo to the death "wjth ben,k and 
claw" for e.t ·h hit of £u d. c: :N atnre st<tioed with the O'htdiator 
I d

.. 0 
-iloo ,'" sue;h a.<.; TennvDon n"nn~sented it wa.· bis conception of 
anin .. e:tl life. _Lt \\W.; 01;ly <Lfte;· J ~90 that he lxwa,n to understand 

0 ' 
up to a. o:;errain p~iint, th0 im1 ortn.nco of nrntual aid, or rather the 
sentirnc'nt ot mutun,l ·ympa.thy in the <mimal \\'Odd, and began to 
collect fads <tnd lll<Lk' ob · "r\·ations in thi · dil' ·tion. Jhit even 
then. p1·imitive man al wavs remained frr liim th f rocious bea t 
of his own im :-t~ination '~hich exist . only on the uondition of 
.·eizing- the }a!:;t bit; of food from the mouth <>fits nei<rhbolll's. 

le; i. evi I ' nt that llllC" he had c-Ldopted a r 1· mise a.s fallacious 
as thi.s, ~pen er eou Id not con tl'u ·t his . ·yntheti philosophy 
without fallin." into a, scrie · of 1Tors . 

( 1'o be continmd.) 

• 
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Pages of Socialist History. 
BY w. TCHERKESOFF. 

CO CENT TION OF G.\.Pll'AL. 
(Continuation.) 

The formula "one capitalist krn.· rnany others," in order to 
jucrease his capital, presuppo es that th re exists only a · fixed, 
invariable amount of capital for th · djsti-ibution of which the 
ctipitalists are nghtino· among themselves. In reality, we see 
that the amount of capital produced by the people's work i · 
yearly increasing, and during the last forty years has inc.;re11sed 
very quickly. 

~L1he national wealth of this country ha.· iHcreased since the 
be()'inning of la ·t century as follow.· :-

E TI IA'l'ED 1 :r MILLIONS OF Pouxvt> STE.1i:L1 re . 

_ 1s12 __ J 840 J _1860 _I_ is __ 

255 1 280 I 350 414 
- 21 348 86. 
15 I ~3 I 44 134 
50 I 70 190 ~44 

130 370 I 580 I l,~ 12 

~-l-764-1 1-:J~2-hiJ69-

Houses · .... .. .. . 
Railways .. . . .. 
Shipping ..... . 
Merchandise .. . 
Furniture ... . . . 

. ~uring the last sixteen years this total increased by nearly a 
milliard, and rose from £2,969,000,000 in 18 8 to £3,790,000,000 
in 1904. 

These figures very clearly indicate the true source whence 
great fortunes spring. Chiozza Money in his book, "Riches and 
Poverty," estimates the total national wealth of the United 
Kingdom at £11,413,000,000, possessed by l,250,000 rich families 
nnd 3, 750,000 middle-class families, out of 43,000,000 inhabitants 
of the United Kingdom. 
. A similar increase of wealth and yearly incomes is observed 
111 aJl European States. The growth of wealth in the so-called 
new countries, such as the United States, Australia, Cana.da, etc., 
is astonishing. In France, according to the tables of Fournier 
de Flux and Yves Guyot, this iilcrease of wealth i :-

ES'l'Il\1A'.L'ED IN MILLIONS OF POUND STERLING. 

1826 1840 1873 18 8 
----

____ ! _ _ ____ __ 

Houses ········· 510 720 1,158 1,704 
Raihvays ······ 10 :,70 532 
Shipping . ... .. 7 7 12 ] f5 
Merchandi. ·e ... 19 23 J20 155 
Furniture ...... 255 360 6175 852 

----
How quick and continuous this increase of \vealth ha,s been 

from 1840 in England may be seen from the :fip ures given in th' 
"Fifty-first Heport of the Commissioners of His Majesty's Inland 
ReYenue, 1908." The yead y na.tional income su bj cct to income 
tax in this country is calculated at £~70,000,000. Deducting all 
abatements a.nd exemption." tbe yead y net income subject to 
tn.x.ation is £7JO,OOO,OOO, or nearly equal to the whole na,tional 
, ,.e<.tlth of l 840. 

G 1rns.· A11rn1 Yr O.Lc D 'l'.LEt> CoLL 1~C:'l'ED nY ·nm J'\L ,\~J) H.EVENL'E 

DEPAHT11rnxT. 

1R48 .. . .t~:Vll,000 1895 ... £6~,GH,000 
ll'65 40,~06,000 1903 9t,:3Gl,000 
I8Kfl 54, 7 :15,000 1905 96,09R,000 
1L' 90 :'58,779,000 l90K 99,105,000 

\.~~e have purpo~· ly umitte<l the figme · for 1 )53-5! nml 
1900-0:3, as these "- i· • war periodH, when the income tax is 
alway. aboT"c the normal. 

'' e ·ce from these figure· that tho Inland Ronmue at the 
present day -j thr time:-; that of 1~4t'. ... Cl:Ording tu th 
formula "one cnpita.Ji.-t kill. · 1mtn} therR," th_ pr sent enormous 
,·um of £99,000,000 of tax s must be paid by a ·m~iller number 
of capitalist · than ju 18-1-t . Let us see whether th . tati. tic 
prove that the number of ca1 ita.Ji ts bn · diminished. Fir t J t us 
fmd the average <imotmt of pro1 rty left at deatb. ince h4.:--5Q 
when Marx's law was formulated:-

In 1 ' 41-50 avcrnge amount iit ueath £99 
" 1 61-70 " 160 
" 1 71-1 0 " 210 

• ,, lt.' )1- '5 " " :!35 
" 190± " 41 

'l'hu. we ee that . inc 1\farx fol'mulatecl hi._ law the a erao-e 
1w1ount ha multiplied foUl' tim -. 

\.Vhen we turn to the aYerao·e yearly number of estate left 

at d ath, again we find the figures show an enormous increase :-

1840. 1877. 1908. 
Estates of £100 to£. ,OOO ... 17,936 ... 36,43 46,232 

,, over £5,000 .. . 1,9 9 . . . 4,47 21,301 

:B'rom 1 76, the increase of probate legacy and succession 
duties, rmd of income tax, was as follows:-

Years. I Probate, etc. Income Tax. 
---------

1 76-77 
I 

£5, 60,781 £5,280,000 
1880-81 6,657,393 10,650,000 
1884- 5 

I 
7,720,195 12,000,000 

1888- 9 6,557,886 12,700,000 
1890-91 7,443,290 13,250,000 
1 92-9.3 9,637,872 13,925,000 
1900- 01 18,828,000 
1905-06 30,966,000 
1907- 0 14,400,000 32,000,000 

It must not be forgotten that estates under £100 escape the 
Probate Court. As wealth increases, there is nothing strange in 
tbe fact that the revenue of the State increases also. But what 
changes may be observed in the numbers of those upon whom 
the duties and taxes are levied ~ Who are the spoilt children of 
our modern society~ It seems the middle classes as a whole. 

In 1.840 only 5·4 per cent. of the taxpayers paid £20 and. 
more annually as income tax. In 1880 the proportion had risen 
to 14·5 per cent. Since 1850 the increase in the number of_ 
taxpayers earning more than £200 per annum was:-

Year. 
'fotal Number Per 10,000 of 

Assessed. Population. 

1850 65,389 23 
1860 85,530 30 
1870 130,375 . 42 
1880 210,430 63 
1886 250,000 70 
1908 441,363 100 

V\! e see that in 56 years the number of taxpayers with a. 
yearly income over £200 bas multiplied 6 times, and relatively to 
the growth of population, 4·5 times. 

All the preceding figures show the enormous growth of the 
wealth of the middle classes . But to return to our subject, let 
us see if this increase has been to the profit of the great 
capitalists by the ruin of the small. To avoid any pretext for 
objections, I will confine myself exclusively to the results of 
commerce and banking as summed up by Schedule D of the 
income tax. Let us compare the figures from 1815 till the 
present day, so that the influence of the so-called law may be 

/ able to show itself :-

Nul\1mm OF PERSON, F1m1 · AND Co:1:rPANIES ASSESSED FOR 

INCOi'IIE TAX (SCHhDUJ~E D) FROM 1815 'l'O 1907. 

Income. Number of Assessments . 

£ 1815 1889. 1!)00. 190G-7. 
150-200 10,250 162 714 119,2 0 308,91°8 
200-300 10,51 106,761 111,826 112, 115 
:100- 400 5,902 45,133 74,357 45,045 
400- 500 2,905 l 1_',4G2 57,297 24,616 

i'o.tal of sma.ll l ,--9 5"';-1 171-:-1 · -3. 3">-07-0 -36'M 76-U 1 ~90-69-; 
l UCOml'S ... J I ,_ ; ID ,u . (.)' i'' .If ' .ff 

.-00- 1,000 5,665 ! 22 704 29, 41 31,789 :1 31 I 

J ,000-!5,000 ~,514 I 14, · 05 17, 104 2. ,340 29, :!l 
---------------------

Middle-class \ 
incomes .. . f 1 

9,179 07,009 68,13fJ 

Over 5 OOO cl4 2,15::, 

* Iu l 15 there \Y ere 120,635 assesments from £50 to £150, but even 
these will only bri11g the JJnmber for that y-ear up to 160,203. 

The e figures how that the 39,56 persons with an income of 
oYer £1 0 in 1 :i 1;- had increased · to 56 09::, in 1907 · or, put in 
another way at the present day the number of persons I aying 
income tax i 14:" time that of 1 1 , whilst the population ha · 
only doubled. The inc'rease in the number of small capitalists is 
16· ) time , whilst the increase in the number of the very rich i 
nl. 11 ·03 time that of 1 15. 

(To be continiwd.) 
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THE ENGLISH ELECTIONS. 
(From the 11ernps Nouveaux of :February 19.) 

If more confirmation were needed to prove that Parliaments 
exist, not to reform abuses, not to abolish existing monopolies, 
but to prevent democratic reforms, to maintain and consolidate 
the monopolies, the recent English elections give us the 
demonstration. 

It is a long time since England has had an electoral struggle 
so hotly contested as this ~me has been. In many constituencies 
four-fifths of the electors went to the poll. Not for many a year 
has so much passion been shown in an election. 

And what has such a heated contest been about? Little 
enough, after all ! But little as it was, the monopolists of 
all sorts have felt the Budget to be a menace, and that was 
enough for all who live by exploitation to unite to check those 
disturbers of their feast, Lloyd George and Asquith. 

It has happened exactly as it happened in 188G, when 
Gladstone, carried into power by the Radical vote, wished also 
to slightly curtail the big monopolies. 

For t·wenty years after; his fall, from 1886 to 1905, with a 
short interruption in 1892-94, England was governed by the 
Conservatives. Undoubtedly, the difference between the Con­
servatives and the Liberals or Radicals is meagre. In the event 
of a conflict with the working men, each of them would show 
the same ferocity against them. And yet the difference is 
imp0rtant, since the Conservatives represent a strong Govern.,. 
ment, while the Liberals represent a weak one; and a strong 
Government always means the obstruction of all progress. 

The difference is vital, above all in England, where the 
Conservatives, with their land monopoly, represent a feudalism 
of the past, to which have been added all the great monopolies 
of the brewing, mining, and shipping interests, as weli as all the 
great robber companies both in England and the Colonies. 

The English Revolution of 1648 did not touch the property 
of the great feudal landlords. Feudalism continues to exist in 
England side by side with bourgeois capitalism, and it becomes 
more and more menacing in proportion as the immense industrial 
and commercial development of England brings in formidable 
incomes to the landed proprietors, to the extent of making them 
millionaires and multi-millionaires. And these extremely rich 
landowners, supported by all other monopolists, possess, besides 
their wealth, an immense political power in the Honse of Lords. 
They can oppose their veto to any measure passed by the 
Commons if it should in any way menace their wealth or 
power. 

What makes the situation still worse is, that besides the 
hereditary peers-great landowners for the most part-the 
House of Lords contaiPs also a large number of peers created 
by Royalty: financial speculators like Rothschild, Colonial adven­
turers like Milner, big manufacturers and railway magnates, and 
above all, the brewer lords, with whom are associated the whole 
band of rich publicans and wine merchants, all ·ready to £gh t to 
the last in support of all the great industrial and financial 
monopolies. 

All these people, one can guess, are with the Conservatives; 
and one can see the influence the Conservatives possess when 
they are in power and are aided by all the interests of landlordism 
and the exploiting classes. It is the survival of the ancien 
regime, supported by the gang of bourgeois profitmongers and 
the powers of the modern centralised State. 

We know that it is often maintained in England that the 
Conservat.ives represent the landed interest, while the Liberals 

are the representatives of indust.rial capitalism. This might 
have been true (if it ever was) fifty years ago, but it is true no 
more, since all orts 0£ capitalism have grown up, and immense 
fortunes have been accumulated quite independent of industry. 
It is now known that the incomes of this country derived from 
monopolies-banks, railways, navigation, water, and so on­
secured in England, in the Colonies, and all the world over, are 
far greater than the incomes deriv~d from ind~st:Y· And 
besides, particularly since the format10n of the Umo:r:i1~t Party, 
an immense majority of the industrial lords have JOmed t~e 
Conservatives in their hatred and contempt for every democratic 
and Socialist movement. The Conservatives are the nucleus 
round which a11 the enemies of popular progress unite. 

During the twenty years of Conservative rule we have seen 
the cessation of all that rich intellectual movement, and the 
emasculation of ·all that democratic spirit which animated 
England in the years 18G0-85. The progress of the great 
Socialist movement which began to flourish in the years 1880-86 
was also checked with the coming into power of the Conservatives. 
In the destruction of these two popular forces we have a fact of 
the first importance. 

It was, above all things, to crush the rising spirit of the 
new-born Socialism that the middle class, in 1886, threw them­
selves into the arms of the Conservatives. From this it would 
have seemed that the Socialists ought necessarily to have used 
all their forces to prevent the retnrn of the Conservatives to 
power .... . But they have done precisely the reverse. 

It would take too long to explain here the reason for such 
reactionary tactics of the ~nglish Parliamentary Socialists; but 
the fact remains that already in the elections of 1885 and 1892, 
but more particularly in 1895, they did all in their power to 
prevent the return 0£ the Liberals. In their meetings and in 
their press they attacked only the Liberals, and during the 
elections they prevented their return by putting up Socia1ist 
candidates who had not the least chance of success, but who 
took votes from the Liberal candidates. 

*** 
The triumph of the Conservatives was completed in this way. 

. And then, in all the great questions which interested the country 
there came a general reaction. Instead of discussing the great 
problems which the Socialist revival had brought to the front, 
the British worker was compelled to fight for retaining his most 
elementary liberties: the right of combination and the right of 
striking, non-sectarian education, freedom from conscription, 
cheap food free from import duties, and so on. 

In the years 1884-86, workmen were discussing in their 
meetings the expropriation of the docks and the railways, in 
order to transfer .them to working men's associations. They 
spoke of dwelling houses becoming the property of munici­
palities, which would rent them at cost price. "Municipal 
Socialism" was discussed, and Municipal Communism was in 
tbe air. The nationalisation or the communalisat.ion of the land 
was a favourite topic, and the eight-hour day gradually began to 
be introduced in the workshops of the State and certain munici­
palities. The idea of a general strike was whispered in the 
factories ... 

Now we had to forget all that. Different matters were 
introduced. . 

No sooner had Salisbury got into office than, by the stupid 
arrogance of his diplomatic notes, he brought England within 
an inch of war with the United States over the Venezuelan 
affair. Then a war with Russia was within measurable distance. 
And finally, that absurd turncoat, Chamberlain-Republican in 
1876, coquetting with Socialism in 1886, and Conservative in 
1 92-was teaching "good manners" to France, and nearly 
provoked war in consequence of the Fashoda incident. 

And then came the Boer War, the ignominious failure of the 
would-be Unionist statesman, the defeats inflicted on the British 
Empire by a handful of peasants, and thereupon, as a result of 
these defeats, the hysterical revival of militarism and national 
self-conceit. 

A little later, war with Russia was on the point of breaking 
out over the Dagger Bank incident, when Germany mobilised 
her fleet to prevent it; and since that time Europe has had 
the menace of an Anglo-German war suspended over its head. 

It. is easy to understand that under such conditions the 
further development of advanced ideas was completely stopped. 

ocialism was shelved and packed away, .and the middle classes, 
always very clever, took full advantage of the respite for accumu­
lating immense fortunes in the meantime, and for dividing the 
working classes and trying to demoralise them. 

The Conservatives lost no time in pursuing their policy 
against the workers. They attacked positions that had been 
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considered as most firmly established, and instead of going 
forward, the workers found themselves compelled to defend 
rights that hitherto had been regarded as most sacred. 

The decision of the judges in the Taff Vale case left the 
workers henceforth responsible for the losses of the masters 
caused by striking without due notice. The Amalgamated 
Society of Railway Servants had to pay £. 5,000 to the masters 
for a single strike. 

Then the new law on education was introduced. The 
Conservatives abolished the School Boards, elected by popular 
suffrage (women included), for the organisation of primary 
instruction; and gave new powers to the Church of England, 
which is the church of the rich. All continuation instruction, 
introduced by the School boards, was abolished. "Who is to do 
the menial work if our servants learn the piano and want time 
for reading? " was the chorus of all those parrots reciting their 
lessons-the dames of the Primrose League, the powerful organ­
isation of Conservative women for gaining votes, by fair means 
or foul, for the Conservative Party, and the boycotting of those 
who remained independent. 

And the same thing happened in all directions. 

It needed the defeats of the Boer War, and the fall of 
Consols from 105. to 79, to arouse popular resentment against 
the Conservatives. At the elections of 1906 the Liberals obtained 
an unexpected n1.ajority. They held 3.73 seats against 168 he_ld 
by Conservatives (Tories and Unionists), and there were besides 
46 Labour ·representatives, practically with the Liberals, and 
83 Irish Nationalists. The Conservatives, it is true, made little 
effort to maintain their position. They preferred that their war 
debts should be left as a burden to the Liberals. 

Lloyd George, the Radical, and John Burns, the ex-Socia1ist, 
were taken into the new Liberal Ministry. It must not be 
imagined, however, that this Ministry started out to · make 
Radical reforms. Far from that. It introduced old-age pensions 
-a small thing in itself, but containing some promise for the 
future. A promise was also given to deal seriously with the 
unemployment question and to inaugurate Labour Bureaus, 
which will pave the way for Labour officialism. They promised 
also to revise the Education Act and the law regarding strikes, 
and an Act was passed making the land more accessible to 
cultivators in Scotland. They thus began to nibble at the land 
question-a question whi.ch Socialists of the German Social 
Democrntic school had taken care not to touch. 

These reforms, however, required money, and money was not 
to be had, especially as the middle classes would have at any 
price a strong Army and an immensely increased Navy. 

Then Lloyd George had the quite natural idea of taxing the 
immense incomes of the rich. It is known what fabulous 
incomes the landlords receive from their lands, more especially 
in the neighbourhood of the great cities; and the worker under­
stands already that it is him.self and not the proprietor who 
gives this great value to the ,land. Also, it is beginning to be 
known what huge sums this nation of moneylenders, which the 
English are becoming, takes in interest every year for the 
moneys lent to various foreign States, to cities, railways, canals, 
navigation, banks, and industries abroad. 

The great bulk of this colossal re enue escapes all taxation. 
And it was but a small part of this revenue that Lloyd George 
proposed to tax in his Budget. But his greatest crime was, that 
in reply to the landowners, who said they were totally ruined by 
democratic legislation, he proposed to make a national inquiry 
into all land values and to tax them in proportion to the valua­
tion. Not in proportion to what these lands bring in now us 
private parks or being rented as game preserves, but in propor­
tion to · what they would be worth if they were used for 
.agricultural purposes. What sacrilege! 

We know the result : the refusal of the Lor<ls to sanction the 
Budget-contrary to Constitutional usage, which gives the 
Commons absolute power in finance matters-and then the new 
.elections. 

*** 
These elections were followed everywhere with the greatest 

interest-with anxiety by the international clique of monopolists. 
.Nearly all advanced people have had some illusions about their 
·possible results. 
· Now we have the re.sult, and it is such as we might all have 
foreseen. The English middle clas e have taken .fright at 
innovations that threatened their pockets, and have gone ove1· to 
the Conservative.. The same thing happened to Lloyd George 
.as happened once to Gladstone, who also had a conflict with the 
Lords over a programme of reforms more or less advanced, and 
-who as a result lost the confidence of the English bourgeoi ie . 

. I 

"We have drawn the teeth and clipped the claws of the 
ocialist tiger," exclaims with jubilation that Conservative 

journal, the Spectator. 
The Liberals in reality have lost more than LO seats. 

Together with the Labour Party, they will probably have a 
majority of about 40 votes over the Conservatives. They will 
have with them about 85 Nationalists ready to vote against the 
Lords. But they will probably make the stipulation of Home 
Rule for Ireland, and this is what the middle class of England 
are opposing by all means. 

The elections thus mean the end of the Liberal Ministry and 
the victory of the Conservative elements. The LibeJals may 
remain in power, but they will be unable to accomplish 
anything. 

The Budget ~rill probably be accepted by the Lords; but 
this is the end of all promised reforms. It is the maintenance 
of the . tatii. quo and a speedy return of a Conservative Govern­
ment-a return into the quagmire in which England has been 
paddling from 1885 till 1905. 

And the working men? we shall be asked. Since they have 
joined as a party in Parliamentary politics, they are helpless. 
Of their 78 candidates, some 30 have been piteously beaten, and 
the others have entered Parliament only with the support of the 
Liberals . . But this fact ~ould require some explanation, which 
must be left for another occasion. 

For the moment, we have received a great object-lesson. 
Parliaments exist for preventing serious reforms, not for aiding 
them. If the working men want to have reforms-even the 
most moderate ones--they must impose them. They must 
threaten Parliaments, not enter them cap in hand. 

P. KROPOTKIN. 

FERRER AND HIS WORK. 

"Now that Ferrer is dead, it is our duty to resume 
his work, to continue it, to spread it, to attack all fetishes 
which keep mankind nnder the yoke of State, capitalism, and 
s u pers ti tion." -KRO PO'rKIN. 

Let it be understood that I do not wish to develop hero­
worship, nor do I wish to minimise the superhuman efforts of 
our comrades to resume with greater vigour their attacks upon 
capitalism and superstition. Speech after speech, pamphlets 
and articles have been given to the populace, eulogising the 
great work of Ferrer, and invariably culminating in an appeal 
to carry forward with more incisiveness the propaganda for which 
he was murdered. · 

But what are we, as Anarchists, doing to spread our ideas 
amongst the young people of tender years ? I contend that 
this was Ferrer's principal work-a work -that was the most 
inimical to those ''fetishes'' which prop up this moribund society 
of ours. 

The Church and Government of Spa1n fully realised that 
dangerous results would follow if the child's mind was freed 
from the shackles of the superstitions which they relentlessly 
implanted in it. They, at all events, are aware of the fact 
that childhood is the most receptive period in our mental 
evolution, and they act accordingly. It is a thousand pities 
that we do not pay more attention to this vital work of our late 
comrade. 

The murder of Ferrer has caHed forth forebodings of bloody 
deeds to avenge a trick which is of paramount importance to 
"good government.'' The murder must be avenged, but in a 
form that will undermine all the foundations that exploitation 
and slavery are built upon, 'i.e., by freeing the child's mind of 
the prejudices that are daily inculcated by the State and Church. 

Study the psychology of an average audience. The hypnotic 
influence the State and Church have wieJded stupefies them. 
Their faces betray intellects that have been shaped and moulded 
with prejudices that have been carried from childhood. Once 
they had plastic minds, but they hardly begin to assert them­
selves when into their mouths is put the dummy teat of super­
stition. The child is at once handicapped; but often, as age 
creeps on, the mind struggles against these fearful_ <:dds, and yet 
dreads to strike them down. .At this stage the child na.turally 
launches out on the troubled sea of thought, but is quickly 
snaffied by those men who are pres~ma?ly .endo':ed with an 
especial mentality, whose only o?Ject m. life 1s to d1c~ate and to 
render submissive all healthy mmds whrnh crave for b berty. 

To reach manhood, a child passes through a stage of life 
where the prove1 bial "wild oats'.' are sow:i. That. youth must 
have :its way is obvious. There is something lackmg mentally 
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01· ph5 sically with the youth "'ho e energies are not riotous 
enough to render tbose "ultra-re pectable )) people indig nant. 
U pheava]s in society are inevitable) and I presume one of the 
p1anks of our propaganda is to pread our ideas and prepare for 
the afterm ath. 

The same argument is applicable t tbe life of man. .As the 
form of a future societ3 depends largely upon the ideas prevalent 
before the revolution, so also is it in the case of man wbq pa ses 
throu·gh the stage of rebellious youth . Witness the students of 
Russia; ever and anon they will "kick O\'er the trace .:' They 
are steadily denying the ex isting laws, and nothing but success 
can follow their persistent methods. Witness also the students 
of India. .Although I hold no brief for national movements of 
this description, yet it serves as a forcible argument in favour of 
Anarchists paying more attention to this phase of the move­
ment. The youth of India fa restless. Peace wi 11 n ot be 
purchased at the pr:ice of serfdom. The fire of liberty has 
undoubtedly been fanned in their in fancy: and the holocaust is 
manifested in the flush of youth. The authorities thought t hat 
t hey could afford to smile upon the g rowing discontent of the 
students, but as soon as tbe_y reali. ed the force of their propa­
ganda they quickly muzzled the press and the speeches of the 
youthfol rebels. Shepherds don) t muzzle sheep. 

The International League of Modern Schools, founded hy 
Ferrer in 1908 in Paris, was in tended to strike an effective blow 
at statecraft and priestcraft through the mind of the .child. 
Ferrer was short-Jived beforn his idea could be developed, but 

~ that should not deter tbi s work. VVe are apt to depend too 
rnuc.:h on one man in our propaganda. This should not be thn 
case. r.I'here is no need to wait for committeet:, conferences and 
the like. Committees and conferences are often abominations. 
If yo u believe the work to ue good and effective, then set R.bout 
i t . The mind of a child :is more susceptible to change than tbe 
mind of n rnau, too often steeped in patriotism and religion. 
Gather a few lads and lasses together, and tell them, at least, 
that there are some people in tbe world who say that government 
and gods are false and treacherous. Do it now. 

DrcK JAMES. 

THE CASE FOR NQN .. RESISTANCE. 

( Conclnsion.) 

To begin wi th, it is not to ·be imagined that non-resistance is the 
sole solution to the problems of the present day. It is but a liuk iu 
the chain, and, like all others, depends on the slow development of th e 
public conscience towa1·ds a high e1· 01·der of rnora j ty. vVLen we i·eflect 
on the Mosaic law of eye fol' eye and tooth for tooth, we notice tha t · 
the predominant idea is that of justice, and that the finite crnature i::i 
considered fit to judge or conde11111. In the New Testament we have a 
totally differeut idea advanced. Instead of stra ining to get equal with 
our neighbour for wrongdoing, forbearance and self-sacrifice arn taught .. 
Evil is not to be rnsisted with evil ; as Pa.nl says, "Overcome evil with 
good." In ·tead of keeping up blow fol' blow, which is the g:une 
natious am playing at t he present day, we are told to suffer 1·ath <:J1· 
than to hit b::wk. U nclernea th it all there is a drawing on the higlH·1· 
faculties jn the human, that if we love even our enemie we will 
thereby ea use them to see morn cleady theil" eno1·s, 

Along, too, with the shifting of the centre of a uthol"ity from 
withont to wiLhin came the tn1e method of reforming society. "Tho1t 
blind Pharisee, cleanse fi1st that which is within the cup and platte1·, 
that the outside of them rnn.y be clean also." He1·e we have tlie 
keynote to all t1·ue r eform -" Get right within first ." l\fan-rnadu 
authority is indeed one of the greatest evils that we are . ufforing from 
at tl1e pre ·eut day. Fot· iu tance, in' dealing with the question of wal", 
which is resista nce pw· e.ccellence , it is usually claimed tl1nt it is one':-; 
duty to defend their couuti·y at all costs; but if to defend oue',.; 
country is to act contra1·y to the divine authority within, then one is 
not jnsti6ed in taking p:nt in war. The error lies in not i·ecogni ·ing 
that the duty of the indi vidua l to bis own conscience i a lwayi:; before 
that to the State. In n.11swer lo this it may be said that we must not 
forget to look at results; t hat for a nation to practise dis1-11·ma.ment 
would lead to its inva ion by anotbe1· nation and end in its own min. 
This hypothesis, like many more, i:> ever likely to remaiu a hypoLb esi~ . 
Granted a. nation did in vade another practising non-resistance, it would 
not care a.bout even harming peaceful people; there i no military 
glory in killing the def encele~s. 

It is not to be suppo:ed that I.he practice of non-resista11ce would 
be carried on without harm or uffering, for it seems an inevitable rule 
with all new movements that some one must suffer while the change i:s 
taking place. Be ides, non-resistance being an ideal, it requires that 
determiuation of cha1·acter which i prepared for suffering, and eve!l 
welcomes it o long as it l1a~teo the reach ing of that goal which it is 
desirable huma11ity should attain. When we refl~ct, too, on the· past 
hi . tory of tbe world, we knO\\ that the principle of resistance ha. al~o 
been accompanied with suffering. War alone has been re. pon ·ib]e ft r 
an incalculabie amo~nt of ·uffering. Think of the million that h i.ve 

been . lain on this altar to satisfy violence . Truly, non-resi tance 
woul<l have a big handicap to make up before it could even be judged 
by its victims. 

.But the c1 ux of the whole matter soon reveals itself when we 
come to deal wit.h the question of Governments, for many are qnite 
willing to admit the e1Tor of war, but to a.sk for the abolition of 
Gornrnments seems, to say the least of it, ridiculous. It would soon 
re ·ult., they say, in widespread panic and disorder, the robber and 
murd erer would reign supreme. One would indeed imagine, from 
heariug those who a1 ·gue thus, that no single transaction could take 
pl1-1ce in ociety at the present·day without a few beads being chopped 
off. It i · amusing besides to hear of the awful state of affairs that is 
detailed were people to begin to live in a sane manner. The error is 
caused by igno1·in g the historic fact that changes in the constitution of 
society do uot happen iu a cataclysmic manner, but by an exceedingly 
slow p1·ocess, a gradual leaveuing of the whole mass . When we 
considet· nlso what a. radical change is involved in the accepta.nce of 
non- resisbrnce, let us be careful and not forecast all kinds of 
hypothetical absul'd ities . 

In reviewing those movements that are trying to better the 
present social conditions , it is noticeable that they practically all agree 
in their methods. They think that by entering Governments they will 
manaCYe, by means of majorities, to create a better social state. 'l'he 
Soci:dist P,u·ty, for instance, who ::i.re try ing to effect a more rad ical 
refo rm than perhaps any other, do not ;1s a body object to man-made 
conipulso1·y law.. Ccl'tain ly, the id eal of land nationalisation is good ; 
bnt if it is to be established by comp ulsory law, which would mean 
g1·eater compulsion to maintain, then it will only be another wolf in 
the sheep's skin . This is where the principle upon which war rests 
::i.g1·ees with that upon which Governments rest: they are both based 
upoll 1 esisting evil with evil. If men, and even now women, instead 
of stl'iviug to create merely a new system of violence, would devote 
th eir energy to the bettering of their own lives, before long we would 
see the dawn of a new era in civilisation. It is folly to complain of 
murde1e1·s roaming at h11·ge under non-resistance, when we know that 
Governments exist by murde1· and :1.re a lways increasing their prepara­
tions fo1· mul'de1" Wby, thiuk of the grotesqueness of it all! Thousands 
of men depeiid ing for a li velihood on making machines to murder men! 
As to robbei·y nnder non-resistance, let us reflect first on how much of 
its exists und er i·esista.nce. To be brief, om· whol"e land system is littl e 
else Lh an a gigantic robbe1·y. It is here, too, the Socialists err, for if 
p1·iv::tte property is· wrong, ·so also is public property; it is all stealing, 
whether it be property .owned by the individual, municipality, or 
State . 

How incon si~tent it is for workmen to co-operate in Trade 
Unious, etc., to try to overthrow the capitalists, and at the same time 
take part in Governments by means, say, of the Territorials, whose 
object it is to defend that which they are trying to pull down. This is 
the error which Tolstoy lrns so clearly pointed out in his book called 
"The Slavery of Our Times." How barbarous, too, our crim inal laws, 
which place a i·eproach on him who steals the coat , but none on him 
'"110 steals th e labour tli;1t made it. 'l'hey are nothing else but 
ca refully devised mechani::;ms to give ense aud lux Ul"y to a privileged 
few. Who in the name of c1 imP. is able to throw the first stone? If 
it is wrong for the Aoan :hist to use lyddite, it is also wrong for a 
nation to use lyddite. If it is wrong for individuals to settle their 
disputes by fighting, so also is it wroug for nations to do so. When 
we cousider besides the rnnny temptations _there are for the c1 iminal to 
commit c1·ime, the force of heredity and environment., bow unjust om· 
criminal system becomeR. The · seuse of pity is conspicuously absent 
from the statute-book. B ow many of us have done our duty in helping 
tu lift the fallen that we can afford to act a.s judges and juries? 

The quest~on still remains to be discussed in how far the use of 
1·estraint is permissible under non -l'esistance, fol' _it is not improbable 
t li <tt for n. long time uuder 11on-resistance many incidents would a1·ise 
wliich would necessitate the use of a wise restrnint. Tolstoy's entire 
condemnation of physical fol'ce between human beings has led him to 
overstate the case for no11-1·esii;;tance. For· example, were some unruly 
fellow to attempt to block tlie_tra:ffic by placing himself in the midst of 
a11y of Olll" public streets, t here would be no violation of the p1·inciple 
of uon-resistance in i·eu10 ,-iug him physically, as long as we do not 
willingly injure him in doiug so. 'l'o be plain, I see nothing contrary 
to non-resistance in having an equivalent to our present police if 
thought desirable, for it i,.; folly to conclude that th e policeman, like, 
ay , the executioner, is 011ly au instrument for violence. 

In conclusion, let us note that the chief difference between 1·esist­
a11ce an d uon-resistnnce i::; that of motive. Resistance says, "Avenge 
your enemies"; non-resi::;tance says, "Love your enemies." Some may 
plead, however , that it i ' love that animates one in defending their 
1·ights. 'l'ruly, it may be; but it is only self-love without love for 
othe1·s. What perhaps will prove the greatest obstacle to n!any in 
their acceptance of the teaching of non-resistance is the fact that it is 
iii-st a nd foremost an i ud 1vidual question. It is here that it differs 
especially from most refo1 rn movements. Looking at the great amount 
of preaching that goes on a.t the present day, one would think that ~vil 
would soon be banished from the face of the globe. Bnt it is all mere 
talk; they all wi~h to ref.mu every one but themselves, and thus it is 
only reasonable to conclude that non-resistance will uot be a fashionable 
reform at first . . Let us, tlie11, always be fair, and while admitting our 
own gross inconsistency, which we are all more or less tainted with, 
show t~at we are trying to be faithful to our cause; al ways willing to 
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recognise the truth even though it · hould involve self-admission of 
wrong-doing. Again, do not let us hasten to draw a. cord l'Onocl 
non-l'esistance and establish a sect, fo1· the truth is not the ::;ole right of 
any sect. Besides, the ideal of non-resistance is contained more or- letis 
in the teaching of all the great minds since the wol'ld began, from the 
gentle Buddha to the prophetic Tolstoy. Nor is it confined to gl'e:tt 
minds nor to the lesse1·, for it is to be found even in the lower ::i.oin:.ab, 
as witness the dog who will lick the band of his cruel master. The 
same spirit which caused the loving Jesus to utter these memol'a ble 
words, " Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.' ' 

DuGALD SEMPLE. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

Brazil. 
As you hardly ever include Brazil in your" Ioternatiomd N ote.:' ," 

I have resolved to send you, from time to time, some info1·mation on 
the Anarchist movement n.nd other actualities out here . 

We have in all the following Anarchist journals :-Lcb Battcbyha, :t 

weekly pa.pet', written in Italian and published in Sao Paulo. This · 
journal hi:ts a very large circulation throughout the interior of the State 
of Sao Paulo, where the Italian colony is exceedingly strong. A :rei·m 
Livre, a for·tnightly journal, written in Portuguese, also publi:;he<l ill 
Suo Paulo. This paper was suspended for some time, but has for­
t unately reappeared, being publi hed regularly every first and :fifteenth 
days of the month. A Lutci, a journal which appeal's every fortuigl1t 
in Porto Alegre (Rio Grande do Sul), written in Portuguese. Ap:u·t 
from these periodicals there exists, in Sao Paulo, an Anticlerica l aml 
Rationalist weekly named A Lante1·na. 

There are propaganda nucleuses in several States of Brazil, namely, 
Paranti. , Rio Grande do Sul, Minas, Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, 
whe1·e, apart from the many groups spread throughout the interior of 
the State, there are in the capital the following :-Grnpo Aurora a1Hl 
Grupo Libertas , who work together, }Jublishing prnpaganda pamphlet,::; 
a nd selling them at very low prices. They have all'eady issueu the 
following leaflets :- " A Muiher e o Militarismo" (The Woman ::i nd 
M ilital'ism), by Domela Nieuwenhuis; and "0 Progl'ama Soci<l.lisle 
Anarquista" (The Socialist Anarchist Programme), by E. Malatesta. 
Grupo Pensamento e Ac9ao, who undertake the organisation of benefi ts 
and subscriptions fol' propaganda purposes; Circulo de EstudoB Sociaet:, 
who openly propagate Anarchist i<leas. · 

In Sao Pa.ulo· an association has been organised called Associa<;r10 
pro Escola Moderna (Modern School Association) to found a MoJ1:.\rn 
School thel'e, following the principles of Francisco Ferrer. Fo1· that 
purpose Oreste Ristori, editor of Lcb Bcbttaglicb, is now. making a lecturing 
tour, with limelight views, in the inte1·ior of the State of Sao Pa1tlo . 
The idea of the found ation of a Modem School has been 1·eceived wiLh 
great enthusiasm by the Freethinkers of SFto Paulo. We have j1rnt · 
founded in Rio de Janeiro an association ·whose object is to g;.tthel' 
money to help the opening of the Sao Paulo Modem School. AH ~oou 
as it is built and the books published, we shall open one here . 

From the foregoin·g you will see that the most active movement is 
being carried out in Sao Paulo. 

With fraternal greetings, MYER FELDllIAN. 

America. 
8_oli~cwity brings the gladden~ng news thn.t th~ pl'olonged fight 

fort.he right of free speech on the streets of Spokane: Washington, bas 
ended in practically a complete victory for the Ind us trial Workers uf 
the World. 

The I.W.W. put forward the following demands: 1. The pl'o;ni:-:fl 
that landlords would not be intimidated into refusing the use of ha l I:-; 
to the I. W.W. as ha::; been done during the past few mouths, and th:-i.i:. 
the ~-W.vV. ball meetings be absollltely free from police interfe1·e11ee, 
provided of course that the meetings are held according to the 11s11 :-t l 
rule::;. 2. Freedom of the press, and the right to sell the lnrlnstrial 
Wm·lcer on the street as other newspapers are . 3. Tbe rele.1se ot 
I. W.W. prisoners in the city and county prisons. 4 . 'l'he u ·e uf tl11:J 

street for public !'peakiug. 
These were the i·ight::; for which our comrades had been fi.l!hti11!.! 

for many rponth s. It is evident that these demands are the very bc.L,;i: 
of freedom, and it was high time that a stand W<'.s made by the 
wo1 ·ker:-; against-the enc1·0Rchment of the Government on the elemeut:i1·y 
r ight::; of citizenship. 

The first two points were ceded at once. For the fou1·th, t lie 
Mayor and municipal delegates promised that free speech would soo11 

be allowed in Spokane; meanwhile the regulal' i·eligious ol'gctni1'atio11:-; 
m.ust also await the time till the strnets are open to all, and no fovutH· 
will be shown to tbern. On the third point, the prisonel'S in tho city 
gaol (15) we1·e liberated at once, and those in the county aaol,; a.1·e to be 
i-eleased succes::;ively. In return, the Mayor asked the or~aiwi~er of t lie 
I.~.\~7 . to put hiµi elf at the disposal of the Spoka.ne e~lll'ts, tL011c;l1 
b a il will be ::llowe<l till his case wili be dismissed formally . 

As is ~een, tl1e workers bad nearly a full victol'y . I3t1t the 
~ igoifi.cance of their tight for free speech lies not so much in the i·e:rnlt 
as in the unprecedented fact that the civic authorities h1tve bee11 
obliged to tre:Lt with the delegates of the I.W. W., a8 the represeutative~ 
of oue i11depe11<leut power with those of another. 

And yet tlii. new power, this Industrial Democrac), had not 11~e·l 
any of its fu1·m id1tble we<\ pon. , as a general strike, armed resistance, 1- t •;., 

bnt had imply resolved to ignore the police laws. They were anested 
anrl ~ent to gaol in number , but the quiet determination of the 
worker.\ thongh voteless and wi thout political influence as rnally all ot 
them were-the surprising solidarity of these fighters for freedom soon 
bl'Ough!i the authorities to a state when they were willing to submit the 
who4e qnei;tion to n. committee of representative.,, from buth sides. 

The I.W .Vv. has already shown several times its real character, 
ao<l a.gain it has reason to be proud of the fight and of its results. It 
j_ · to be hoped that the increa ·ing brutality of the police will be checked 
a lso in ot.her· place::; where the old American libe1 ties have become more 
tl'aJition than reali"ty. 

After Syndicalist and Anarchist publications in the Chinese and 
Japane,;:e la.n gnnges, we now learn th:tt in the Dutch East Indies the 
ntilw<tymen are publishing a pape1· in the Malay language to defend 
thei1· Syodica.l rights. But with the usua.l \rindictiveness, the Govern-
111 en t h.ts pi'Omptly <lismissed the p i·esident of the Railway Employees 
U uion ,· as the paper was not edited in a spirit pleasing to the authorities. 

Spain. 
Jouhanx, the secretary of the General Confederation of Labour in 

Fl'flnce, had heen sent as a repre:'entative of the Confederation to a 
mee ting wi1ich was to be held in Ru-celona. But under the pretext 
tlmt the Spn.uish Constitution prohibi t::; foreigners occupying themselves 
with tlie internal ::i.ifairs of the counfry, the autho1·isation for the 
mee ting was refused by the Governor of Barcelona. 

A>-i, however, entrance into Spanish territory had not been denied 
to tl1e secretary of the Confedernliou, he coul<l make the acquaintance 
of toe militant spirits of Barcelona, and in the Voix dii Peuple he says: 
"The impression ma.de on llle by this interview was excellent. 
However weak in numbers the working class organisation in Catalonia 
is at present, it is 11evertheless a great acting and combative force. 
Coutra1·y to wha t often is the case in our Syndicalist citcles, the 
Catalouia.ns are animated by a ~pirit open to all noble and generous · 
ideits. The Synd icalists in .Barcelona are men of initiative and courage, 
whom no enterprise, howeve1· cb1·ing, can frighten. The atmosphere in 
the Syndicalist meetings is fratemnl a nd sympathetic. In my opinion 
in t his li es the strength of a movement." 

.Toulrn.ux neverthelec::s recogn i~es the weak side of tbe Spanish 
movcme11t. "Tl1e weakness of the Cata.Ionian movement lies in its lack 
of orga11isa tion. But," he adds," considering the high sentiments of this 
exce ptfo1 1ally l-itudious people, we may rest assured that they will draw 
the eouclnsions from the recent events in Barcelona. Most of the 
ntilitn11t pe1sous have already doue so, a.nd though just come ont from 
a pei·iod of fe1 ociou.,, oppres::;iou, full of enthusiasm, they have set to 
wvrk :1 t t be rem·ga.nisaticn of their Unions. Soon they will have a 
powe1 fol and mighty organ isation. Animated by a strong fighting spirit 
which is their characteristic, working for a high ideal, the future will 
be tlieil's." 

Switzerland. 
A great reaction on the part of the Government, as well as a 

state of depression in the working-class movement, are for the moment 
Y etT evideut in the Frnnch-speaking part of Switzerland. Here, as 
elsewhel'e, politics are the means used to break up the workers' Unions. 
'l'he ~ ational Trade Federation, which follows the 01·ders of the Social 
Democrat Labour men of German-speakiug Switzerland (Gewerkschafts­
buud), h as passed the word to the local sections to leave the Trade 
B uions of French-speaking S witzerland (Bourses du Travail), because 
these h ave a Revolutionary yndicalist and Federalist tendency. So 
in Lausanne the metal workers left the Union ; the printers are going 
to do the same under the pretext that the nion is too actively 
011gaged in autimilitarist propagandti, though its only activity consisted 
in sending a delegate to the A n timilitarist Congress of Bienne. In 
Geneva, the metal workers and tailors have left · in ;r euchatel, the 
same is expected; in Fribourg, the Centralists forced . the whole Trade 
Union to leave the ~ ational 'Ira.des Federation, all under the pretext 
that th e ~ 'yndica.lists a1·e i-cvolutionary. ide by ·ide with this 
work of diso1·ganisation, the p :Jliticians are doing their best to get 
+-he workers into politics. In Tufontreux, the Germ:..1,n- wiss eleme!ft, 
whi<.;h form the g reater part of ·h Centralists, wa,nt to put participa­
t ion in elec tions in the pn)O"rnmme of aetivity of t h Trade · nion; 
the sa.me is beino· t1·ied in J' euchat "L 

~ -' imultane usly with t h e .-owing of discord by the 'ocial Democrats . 
of the Gewm·k chaftsbund, the 1overnment ti.re also active. In Vevey, 
meeting· of the Trade nion ·, where only a.dmini trative questions are 
discus ed, a.re topped in n in ea.se out of ten, for a· oon as the 
m1 thorities b a,r of a. con o ·at.ion th end the . polic to the O-\\TD.ers 
of hall::;, warning tb.em with rne11<1.c not to let them to the 'yndicalists, 
" ·ho tl.l'e fol'ced tom ....,t a,· cu1vrirn.tor · in .'ll1all group.· . \.b olutelyalt 
111ilita11t work ·1-.· ha, c been di.·mi.·. ed by their em1 l >_r i-. · and obliged 
t u lea.ve the to\\' 11. Foreiull workers are not permitted to a . sist at 
pn bhc m otin<,._. c•x.c pt a li.- en r. , uncler pain of b ing :eut out of the 
to wn. This r ~girue is iuereasiug daily in severit). 

In Montnmx, the ·ea ·011 tax (kurtax) i.- coll cted from the 
w l'kers ci.t the mplo er'· hon ·e before the wa · s nl'e paid to t he men; 
'vlPn the worl·ers pl'ote .. t. J they were ent a,\Ya .: h rs ha e 
appealed to the ·ouet- no ·am; ''C l"~ 'Ih poli e pi· t n l t have the 
right to ~L. · ·i8t cl rnectin,•rs ut the yndi<.;a.li ·ts ' 4 " U t h ·:· by chance 
ha ,.e found <L hall. 

~\ mn.<l 1· •a<.:tion ha. ·et i !1, ant.I. it i. di.tlfrult to a· ho\\- to . top it. 
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PROPAGANDA NOTES. 

[Reports of tlie .Movement are peciall.Y in·vited, and slwitld &e sent in not 
later than the 25th of eacli month.] 

LIVERPOOL lNTERNA.'fIONAL MODERN SCHOOL. 
Our numbers still keep a good average, and all is well. Mat 

Kavanagh continues his lectures on Evolution to th boy.-. They 
quickly cross-examine him when the opportunity occurs for questions. 
Needless to say, these youthful minds can put posers that ea.use Mat 
to rummage his brain-box for suitable answers. The girl · are unfor­
tunate in not getting a suitable teacher. This is a pity. Methinks 
we want a capable woman. Is there a woman in Liv~q ool who 
subscribes generally to the views of FREEDO r, ·who would care to take 
charge of a group of girls for one hour each Sunday a,t 1 Clarendon 
Terrace, Beaumont ti-eet ~ 

We have made a start with an adult class. Mat Roche sets the 
class in motion. They have taken "The Conquest of Bread" as thefr 
text-book. -Y'V e hope Roche succeeds in his enterprise. vVe endeavoured 
to rent an extra room from the I.L.P., but failed. Why~ I don't know. 

Subscriptions are coming in very slowly. Mark you, comrade· of 
Liverpool, the list :-Jack 5d, B. 4d. A. S. 4d (Feb. 25-to March 25). 

At the International Club, 22 Canning Place, the Spanish Group 
have discussions every aturday night from . 8.30 to 10.30. Spanish 
students are invited to attend these lectures. We had some splendid 
gatherings of students on March 12 and 19. Our Spanish comrade 
Bartet on both occasions gave splendid addresses, attacking Govern­
ments and priestcraft with all the energy that is typical of our 
Continental comrades. There is a mixed set of opinions in the room, 
. as far apart as the poles, and naturally the discussions that followed 
were lively. vVe hope great things from our Spanish group, and the 
comrades are ta.king full advantage of i t . For further information, 
apply to DrcK JAME" 

I nternational Club, 22 Canning Place, Liverpool. 

W ALTHAJIIS'l'OW. 
Unfortunately, we could not carry out our plan of holding indoor 

meetings during the winter months. We were not able to get speakers 
for \''f\T ednesday evenings, and could not secure a room for Sundays, 
when we could have had speakers. Comrade Barrett h as gone North, 
so we shall not have his help in the propaganda this summer. And we 
want speakers, for, in my opinion, the time is opportune ; that is to 
say, since the General Election the workers are more ready to discuss 
the efficacy of the Parliamentary machii1te than has been the case for 
years. When weather permitted, Comrade Ponder has held meetings 
at Edmonton Green, with the h elp of Comrade Baron. A report 
should have been sent of the debate that was held at Edmonton Green 
on two Sunday mornings, February 6 and 1.3, between Ponder aud 
0. R. Smart, S.D.P. The subject was "Free Organisation or Majority 
Rule." Comrade Ponder certainly had a good grip of bis ·ubj ect. 
0. R . Smart, when he got up to reply, congratulated him on the way 
he ha<l dealt with the subject. ·Smart was an excellent exponent for 
the S.D.P. on majority rule (now ma<le null and void by Hyndma.n, 
the autocrat, at their Oongre ·s, Canning T own) . V\ e haYc started to 
hold meetings on Sunday eveninO'S at the Green, Tottenham, Seven 
Sisters corner. Good atten lance and plenty of questions and di.-cu ·siou. 

-We also hold meetings at Hoe 'treet 'tation on '\\\ edne ·dc1.yR at 
8.30 p.m. Speakers wanted. \V. FAX.N'En.. 

KENlUNGTON. 
·Comrade Parker often has a social gathering of friends 'and 

relations at his house. At a recent one, after some music and singing, 
our comrade Underwood gave a short address on "Natural Laws ersus 
Man-Made Laws." Questions and discussion followed, most of those 
present agreeing that man-made laws were bad, but not quite seei11l:{ 
how we could carry on p1·oduction without compulsion. The discussion 
was very interesting. Let us hope we shall soon have a good working 
Anarchist Communist group here. Comrades who could follow the 
example of our friend Parker would greatly help the movement in this 
quarter. F. LEE. 

GLASGOW. 
Comrades who are willing to help in outdoor p'ropaganda in this 

district are requested to write to G. Barrett, care of . Baxter, 
32 Brunswick Street, Glasgow. 

NORWICH LABOUR CHURCH. 
APRIL 24, Afternoon and Evening, 

JOHN TURNER. 

FRANK KITZ FUND. 
We regret to hear that, owing to the boycott of the employers, 

our old comrade Frank Kitz has no work and is greatly in need of 
help. We shall be very glad to receive and forward to him any sums 
sent us.-Anon. 5s, Comp. 6d. 

To Correspondents. 
BRISTOL SocIA.LIST.-Too la.to for this issue. It is usual for correspon­

dents to send name and address. 

The fine poem "War and Music" in last month's issue was by 
ard Le Gallienne, whose name was omitted by an oversight. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

(March 10-April 7.) 
l!'REEDOM Gitarantee li\md.-H. (Hasse 10s 6d, L. FitzRoy 3s 6d, E. Rhodes 2s. 
FREEDOM Subscriplions-H. Compton 10s, C. Saunders ls 6d, H. F. ~filler ls 6d, 

B. Rose ls 6d, H. Fryer ls 6cl, vV. Jago ls 6d. 

WORKERS' FRIEND CLUB, 163 JUBILEE ST., MILE END, E. 

A Socialist Reunion and Dance 
Will take place at the above 

On Su~day Evening, April 17, 
For the Benefit of our old comrade FHANK KITZ. 

Vocal and Instrumental Music. 

J. Morrison Davidson will take the Ohair, and Joh.n Tumer 
will spea,k during the evening. 

Commence at 8 o'clock. All comrades invited. 
~•••vwvwewvwvvwewwwwwwwwwwwovwwwwvwww' 
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GOD AND THE STATE. By MICHAEL .BAKUNIN. Cloth ls. net, paper 
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