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NOTES. 

State versus Strikers. 
The greatest example of State tyranny that has yet been 

made manifest , during the war is surely the command of the 
Industrial Commissioner, Sir G. Askwith, in a letter to the 
secretaries of the Trade Unions ·concerned in the strike of Clyde 
shipyard workers. · In this infamous epistle this representative 
of British patriotism calls upon the "leaders " to order a 
resumption of work immediately! Without going into details 
of the dispute, which is dealt w·ith elsewhere, we must say that 
we welcome the spirit of revolt which actuated these men, in 
defiance of their "leaders," to make a bold bid for some com­
pensation against the steadily rising prices, and the consequent 
dwindling of the value of their earnings. It is, ·indeed, evidence 
of a quickening spirit of revolt within the workers when at such 
a time they will come out and dem~nd instead of humbly 
petitioning. For now any action which tends to display unwill­
ingness to subserve all interests to the Go.vernment's demands is 
bound to be met by torrents of abuse and nasty names from the 
capitalist press . and smug Labour leaders: George Barnes, for 
exanwle, in the Daily News. But in spite of all the abuse, the 
men 'have shown a spirit of revolt which .is; alas! too rare, and 
demonstrated that the capita1ist class is-well, hardly inde~ 
pendent of Lllbour. The strikers have gone back conditionally, 
and we hope they will come out again if their demands are not 
granted. 

Compulsory Arbitration. 
Whenever a big strike takes place some one is sure to suggest 

compulsory arbitration, so Lloyd George was only following 
many others when he suggested it in his speech on February 28, 
as a means of settling the strike on the.Clyde. Now, compulsory 
arbitration has been used for some years in Australia, and to see 
how it works there at the .present . moment is of ipterest. In a 
recent issue of the Australian Worker, published at Sydney, the 
editor says:-,- · 

"Judge Heydon, of New South Wales, has . practically 
abolished the Wage Boards of that State. The war, he said, 
had created a situation so serious that applications for increases 

, of wages were entirely· out of the question. In language 
weighted with judicial gravity, he held that no worker with any 
sense of his obligations to the community would ask for a higher 
price for his lab'l:>ur just now ; and if 1 any should be found 
unpatriotic enough to do so, that no Board could possibly dream 
of granting the request. He, therefore, suspended the opera­
tions of Wage Boards in this , respect, and with a wave of his 
arm, as it were, wiped out .of ~xistence legislation which 
the workers of New South Wales had been twenty .years in . . .,, ' ' -wmmng. _ 

Judge Heydon's decision might have been expected. The 
last word alw.ays lays witp. the privileged classes. Trade Union 
leaders and employers meet together to talk things over, but it 
is always a nominee of the employing class who eventually 
deCides. And if it is unpatr-iotic to ask for an increase of wages 
in Australia during the war, a Court here would certainly follow 
such a good precedent. Clyde strikers, beware of compulsory 
arbitration ! · · 

Hope instead of Help. 
The" hopeful" speech of Asquith in the House of Commons 

recently, when he explained the Government position upon the 
matter of the serious rise in the price of foodstuffs and other 
commodities, must have 'been hailed with shouts of delight by 
his back bench syrn'.>phants. Truly · ·a statesman's speech. Not 
that we a.nticipated. th~t he would, or fo;r that ~atter could, do 

anything ; but it reveals . the hollowness of de;ffiOCratic Constitu­
tional Government in any of those things which really matter, 
concerning the wealth-producing class. The soaring prices of 
food, threatening to produce as many victims as the orgy o:fl 
frightfulness in Belgium, is a problem which has not only become 
acute, but positively vital. Its solution brooks no delay, and the 
people will be wise to consider the whole matter witl~ a view to 
resolute and speedy action against the patriotic farmers, coal­
owners, shippers, etc., in their sinist\jr endeavours to fatten upon. 
the people's necessity. Asquith expresses the hope that things 
will be better by June; they are no worse than in 1871, he says1 

and yet some commodities-flour, coal, and· w.ood--have risen 
anything from 40 to 75 per cent. on the average prices of the 
last three years! How are the workers going to meet the 
increase ? By increase of wages commensurate with the 
increased cost of living? That method, however, · only meets 
the question for those workers whose wages fluctuate ; but 
what of those on fixed wages, pensions, etc.? No, the solution 
does not lie that way. The GovernrIJ.ent have failed in what is 
called their most essential function, the Labour Party have failed, 
and now it is for the affected workers to try their hand. There 
must be no sentiment about the matter., and where the necessity 
is greatest there must be the stronges~ action; and we shall see 
that with the putting aside of pious resolutions for State aid, and 
the use of direct action to meet the people's need, the evil wiH be 
remedied. 

Free France. 
The action of the French Government against our comrade 

Sebastian F.aure for publishing a manifesto in which he 
declaimed ·against the war, and urged the formation of a 
strong peace movement, is a striking answer to those ·whp are 
for ever lauding France as the horn~ of liberty, the nursery of 
revolt, As a matter of fact, the measures of repression have 
been far more severe and the censorship more rigid in France 
during the war than in any other country. Some copies of 
Sebastian Faure's manifesto found their way into the solders7 

hands in the trenches, arid not a few wrote agreeing with his 
declarations. These letters were stopped and seized by ·the 
Minister for War, who threatened to court-marti~l any man 
found to be in possession of the manifesto. The Minister of the 
Interior sent for Faure, interrogated him, and after a warning7 

in which he said that men found in possession of any further 
similar documents would be shot, he burned all the papers, and 
let Faure go. Thus the position is, that one man is responsible 
for the compilation, printing, and distribution of a document ; 
and while he himself is only reprimanded, the innocent recipients 
are to suff~r with their lives. The Government evidently place 
the value and effect of Anarchist writings higher than we are 
inclined to ourselves, and moreover give the lie to the suggestion 
of the French Government being so much better than that of 
other countries. · 

Opening of Marsh House. 

As announced in the Voice of La,bour, the clubhouse and rendezvous 
for .London comrades has at last materialised. It was an urgent need, 
long felt in London ; now it has been made possible, and is actually in 
being. A house has b~en taken by a few comrades wherein they intend 
to live, leaving a portion, consistfog of library, sitting-room, and a 
fairly large hall, for the use of the movement. It is 8, splendid oppor­
tunity to give a fresh impetus to the movement, and th_e : knowledge 
that there exists a place where one can always be assured of. meeting 
comrades, and taking part part in discussions, should go a long way 
towards making our propaganda ~ore effective, and our views upon 
social problems more clear. Comrades c,an obtain full particulars from 
the Manager, FREEDOM Office; and help of any kind, especially towards 
the initial expenses, is much needed, and will be greatly .appreciated. · 
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THE BRITISH BABY-KILLERS. 

During ·the past seven months there has been carried on in 
this country a twofold campaign of hatred and folly. Countless 
newspaper articles have been written with the direct object of 
arousing feelings of animosity against the Germans as a nation, 
and of inspiring the unrefiecting masses with a love and 
enthusiasm for the Allies. There is, according to these writers, 
no crim~ the Germans' have b.ot · committed, and there are no 
heights of heroism and virtue to which the Allies have not 
attained. . Germany is <lenounced as a nation " drunk with a 
lust for world power"; as "grovelling in a bestial materialism"; 
as "having dethroned reason and religion in order to exalt the 
bmte force of militarism into an object of national worship." 
l'hese are but specimens of the sentiments which can be found 
throughout the literature dealing with Germany and the war. 
.These sentiments are accepted unquestioningly as being the 
true facts of the case, and certain logical deductions are drawn 
from them. .The most important of these conclusions is that 
since the Germans are "a nation of Huns," in the interests of 
progress, civilisation, and humanity every right-thinking man 
must support the Allies and aid in the de~truction of the power 
of the German Empire. 
. Reduced to their simplest terms, the charges against the 
Germans fall under three heads. The first is that they have 
treated . Belgium with wanton brutality, the second that they 
have violated the codes of "civilised" warfare, and -thirdly that 
their statecraft is immoral and dishonest, and in diplomacy they 
will resort to any subterfuge in order to advance the interests of 
their country. Let me say at onr.e that I QOnf?ider -the~e charges 
to be proved in the main. It is impo8sible . for any sane man to 
excuse or condone the German methods of warfare in Belgium, 
any more than any honourable man can justify German state­
craft. But reason and honour alike compel one to state that for 
England or any of her Allies to denounce the Germans is to at 
once lay themselves open to a charge of gross hypocrisy. Those 
who hav,e been trying to make our flesh creep with accounts of 
the moral enormities of Bernhardi and Treitschke would do well 
to look at home and see w bet.her there are not Bernhardis and 
Treitschkes among the generals and statesmen ·of England. For . 
example, the excuse put forward by the Germans for the invasion 
of Belgium was that it was absolutely necessary for the success 
of their military p~ans. This practical application of Bernhardi's 
teaching found an echo in the House of Commons recently, when 
the Under-Secretary of State for War, Mr. Tennant, bluntly 
s~ated, amid applause, that "milit!:Lry necessity has never )mown 
any law." Germany's immoral actions are thus justified by the 

' words of an English states.man. . 11 

· If Tennant's applauded dictum is true, then the ·case against 
Gennany for invading Belgium-and also the justification for 
England's participation in the war-falls to the ground. But 
surely it is wrong to violate treaties anq -to attack small 
countries? · Certainly . it is wrong to do so; and _if so, what of. 
)?ersia,Finland, the Transvaal, and Egypt? Germany has occupied 
Belgium on a pretext approved by a prominent English ·states­
man; England has seized Egypt without consulting any. one! 
But, we are told, there is no discontent among the Egyptians, 
and they have welcomed the change. Let us assume that it is 
so. It mu.st be remembered that the Egyptians are scarcely in 
a position to · express their minds freely on the subject at the 
present moment. Opposition to the governing powers in Egypt 
would simply mean military execution. But if the Egyptians 
welcome the change (because they have no power to do other­
wise), England is not morally justified in seizing their country.. 
If Germany retains Belgium at the end of the war, and there is 
no discontent among the Belgians a hundred years hence, would 
that justify Germany's present action? Of the exploitation of 
.Persia by Russia and England it is unnecessary to speak. The 
·facts are well known. The very fact of the brutal excesses 
committed by the German troops· recalls the horrors of past 
wars. Was it not an English statesman wh.o denounced "the 
methods of barbarism" employed by English troops in the 
South African War? Is there no stain upon the honour of 
France ·7 Is riot the tricolour red with the blood of butchered 
Communar<!ls of 1871 ?. And then there is Russia..... .. Is there 
any need to mention the excesses and atrocities committed by 
Russian troops? Let tortured and murdered revolutionaries, 
peasants, students, Jews, and Poles answer. No, in the main 
there is little to choose between the methods of any of the great 
Powers. Militarism is militarism the· wqrld over. Military 
necessity knows no law in England any more than it does in 
Germany. English soldiers have been employed by the State to 

shoot down strikers in the past, and they will certainly be so 
used again if "the preservation of law and order " require. it.. · 

There are children in England to-day who are dymg of 
starvation-not because an enemy is blockading our coasts, but 
because patriotic British capitalists are filling t~eir. pockets w:ith 
gold through increased food prices. The nation is clamour~ng 
for bread, and the Prime Minister gives it a stone-of cymcal 
philosophy ! " Things are not so bad as they were in past wars ; 
they might be worse!" is the cold comfort Asquith holds out to · 
a robbed and hungry people. Th~ Government will learn-that 
things will be worse for them if something-is not soon done to 
lift the intolerable burden of -food prices from off the shoulders 
of the people. . ·. · · . 

Denounce the "baby-killers" by all ineans-but be just and 
logical in your denun~iations.. I.f ~t is wrong to kill ba.bie~ by 
dropping bombs on their cradles, it 1$ equally wrong to kill h~tle 
children by depriving them of food and warmth through chargrng 
high prices for foodstuffs and coal. · . · · 

Remember Belgium by all means~but -also remember _East 
Prussia. · Photographs have_ been published in the English 
illustrated journal~ showing towns in .East Prussia W17ecked ~ by 
shell-fire to such an . extent that, but for the particulars stated 
beneath the picture, on,e might quite naturally thii:ik it. was ~ 
representation of some Belgian town. There appeared m the 
last issue of FREEDOM an article entitled "Polish Jews' Appea·} 
to the Civilised World." In the face of the statements contained 
in that heartrending cry of despair, the sentime:ntal talk of · a 
"reformed" Russia can be · dismissed with the contempt that i~ 
deserves. . · . , 

No, the Allies cannot condemn Germany without condemning 
themselves. The State and militari~m are the twin ·offspring qf 
Capitalis~, and· they are the common enem~es of the people in 
whatever guise they appear, in whatever land they arise. Let 
us attack the evil of militarism by ·an means, but let us commence 
with English militarism, "for then shalt tho'u see clearly to pull 
out the mote that is in thy brother's eye." Let there be n_o 
illusions as to the outcome of the war. To say that it is a war 
against militarism is_ to use terms which contradict .one another. 
The defeat of Germany does not mean the end of armaments 
and war. It means only that the· most powerful militarist State 
has been for the present overthrown, and the next most powerfql 
militarist State has taken her place. The first Balkan War 
ended in a war between the Allies. Having regard for the 
problems before the Allies in the present war, it is by no means 
improbable that history may repeat itself once mo:re. · We are 
all so busy attending what we hope will be the funeral of 
German militarism, that we seem to have overlooked the fact 
that England has suddenly become a great military Power. It 
is true that these millions of armed men have only enlisted ''for 
the duration of the war," but when the war will be over or to 
what international complfoations it will lead no one knows. · 

Obviously, then, it is a time for cool heads and quiet thought~ 
To hasten to the assistance of capitalist Governments is strange 
work for those who call themselves· revolutionists. Moreover, to 
identify ourselves with the national. cause of any country ~!? to 
wipe the revolutionary movement out of existence. We cannot 
expect people to join ·us when there is no difference between our 
principles and policy and those of the upholders of the State and 
militarism. · The fact that it should be necessary to . make such 
statements is in itself a terrible reflection upon ~he condition of 
the· .Socialist movement at the present time. One step on the 
fatal path of compromise ·and concession to the powers that be, 
and a revolutionist, unconsciously perhaps, but none the less 
truly, has abandoned the high and noble purpose to which he had 
devoted his life-to the overthrow of tyranny of all kinds, and to 
the emancipation of the work~rs of the world. 

OTTO LEROY. 

An Appeal for · "Freedom." 

0 wing to the war, our income has been seriously affected, 
and we ask comrades an-d friends to help our Guarantee Fund to 
the best of their ability. Funds are urgently needed to produce 
FREEDOM regularly. We hope for a good response to this 
appeal. 

NOW READY. 
A New and Cheap Edition of 

_MUTUAL AID. 
By PETER KROPOTKIN. 

Stiff boards, ls. net, postage 2d.; Cloth, 3s.: 6d. post free. 
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BOQK NQTES .... 

Die Soz-ialdernok1·atie ir,n,d ·der K:rieg (' '- SoCial Democracy and the 
. War"). By Paul Schreyer. 10 pfennig. Published· by Solidca·itet, 
. Copenhagen. · ,, 

The author· dissects, in this pamplilet, the attitude~ and tactics of 
German Social Democracy towards war. He begins. by"·saying :-" .We 
Anarchists have always prepared the working classes. for th.e fact that 
whenever .the danger of war will become imminent .Social Democracy 
will show no friendship for peace ; nay, that when war will break out 
it wi~l go so far as ~o support it, and will, therefore, find itself on the 
side of the oppressors against the workers of other c.ountries. We were 
the,n called calumniators whose _affirmations could not be proved. And 
the workers relied too much on the peace assertions· so often repeated 
by tha Social Democratic leaders." . 

, In mentioning the " unification " of classes th::tt had faken place· 
everywhere, our comrade finds that-

" The working class has , partly been infected by the existing 
Jingoism, .and partly has joined in the tragic despair as in something 
tha:t:i~ i:rre,-y<;>9Jtple, un~lterable. But great sections of ~ the. workers are 
asking themselves as to the reasons for the present attitude. of their 
party-the Social Democratic Party, And they think they have found 
many of these. Some say that the masses have not been sufficiently 
ripe, that they would have been overwhelme~ by .the national outburst, 
and that therefore the leaders could not have acted otherwise. Others 
say that the leade.rs were too cowardly, and had pushed them into the · 
patri9tic stream simply through fear o_f suffering imprisonment, 01'. that . 
they were sold or .duped. Others again believe that the workers were 
attr~cted, thanks to their devotion to Imperialism, by the fact that 
through a victory they would gain more colonies, and therefore would 
have a bigger outlet and a greater productiveness in the industry of. 
the country, thu~ guaranteeing the workers better;;:.conditions of life 
and of labour. A number of reasons of which every one is in itself a 
declaration of bankr..up.tcy of the present.activities of the so-called modern 
Labour movement, but . which do not yet touch the kernel of the 
problem, which consists in that Social Democracy had to act as it did, 
seeing that its attitude towards the war is nothiug but a logical con­
sequence of the Social Dernocratic docfrine and the enfo1·ced continuation of 
its activity." · · . 

· The . author goes on to examine the relations of the war to the 
aims of Social Democracy, to the principles of ·" scientific " Socialism, 
and to "Parliamentarism." In conclusion, comrade Schreyer examines 
the relations between the workers and the . war. He asks, at the 
outset :-

. "Is there any reason which could induce the worker to take part, 
in any way, voluntarily and gladly, in the defence of his 'Fatherland'? 
We say No ! .because to-day, more so than ever, we find justification 
in the phrase ·that. the workers have no Fatherland which they ·could 
protect, that they have only -one enemy which they must fight, and that 
is international Capitalism ..... The same fate awaits the workers .in 
every country : ·a life cursed by exploitation and slavery. ·His 'Father­
land ' is everywhere turned against him in a fatherly way. He must 
obey, so. that others may reign. He has to work from morn.ing till 
night, so that others may revel in -happiness and abimdance. The 
business man pr.esses beautiful gold out of bi's bones. And the so-called 
Fatherland helps the rich in this work, while it muzzles and cripples 
any would-be insubordinate rebel. · 

. "What,. t?en, is the feeling that could induce the worker to 
shoulder a rifle and defsnd the frontier of his Fatherland,_ or, in 
other words, his own chains ? .... 

"Fifty years have elapsed since the old International was founded. 
Its · break-up, due to the M:arx-Bakunin quarrel, was in reality the 
result of the sharp but necessary differentation between State Socialism 
and Anarchist Communism. And now, in the tremors of the world­
war, the Social Democratic .International has also broken down. · The 
latter was less or' a Labour, and more of a party International, and was 
wrecked owing to the prevailing national interests which Social 
Demooracy had to reckon with. Bu~ from the shattered ' modern ' 
Labour movement there will rise a new Labour movement, at last 
honest in its international spirit, because it will be based on anti-State 
and Anarchist principles. Only when A na1·chisrn fills the hearts of the 
worke1·s will national infiir,ences disappear j1·orn the Labour rnovenient ; 
it. will then be impossible for the rulers again to send the workers to 
the slaughter by a world-war. Being quite conscious of its own 
interests, the proletariat will o·nly fight for them. And this fight 
will become an international fight agl!-inst international exploitation." 

Publications Received. 
I ii:ternational Socialisrn ·and the Wa1·. By A. W. Humphrey. 3s. 6d. 

net. .. London: P. S. King and Co.-A review of the attitude towards 
the war of all the organisations affiliated to the International Socialist 
Bureau. · · 

Britain and the War: A Study in Diplomacy. By C. H. Norman. ld. 
London: National Labour P!ess.-The Outb1·eak of the War. By 
~ .. D. Morel. ld.-These two pamphlets 'deal with- the diplomacy 
leading up ,to the war, and are well worth reading. 

(1) ,The 0 Mo1·ro i1J of'the Wcw.-(2) Shall this Wa1· end German MilitMism ? 
By .Norman · AngelL-(3) Wa1· the Ojfsp1·in,q of Fea1?, By Hori". · 
Be~~ral?.d Jt:ussell.-(4) The 01·igins of the Grec£t Wa?'.· By H. N. 

Brailsford. - (5) Pa1·liarnent a"nd F01·eign _ Policy. ~y Arthur 
Ponsonby, 'M.P .-(6) -''·The ..National Policy . . "ld. each London: 
Union of Democratic Control, 37 Norfolk Street, W.C. 

How the Wcw Came. ld. Manchester : N ational L abour Press. 
Belgiurn cmd "The. Scrap · of Paper-." By H. N. Brailsford. ld • 

-Lrmdon-:- Independent Labour Party, St. Bride's ·-House, E.C. . . , 
An]ntrod,uction ~o the. Study of Soeial b·oblems.: By Arnold Freeman ~ · 

2d. London: Workers' Educational Association. 
Jlfusica P1·ohibida. By Alberto Ghiraldo. Buenos Aires: Ideas y 

Figuems, Calle Tacuari; 900. 
Razboiul. By P. Kropotkin; 20 bani. Bucarest: Revista Ideei,, 

Fund. Pipaita, 8 bis. 
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.THE MARRIAGE BUND.'1' 
A CLERIC LAY 

OF THE SoLDIERs' AND SAILORS' F AMILrns ' FuND. 

I chanced to read; the other day, 
That somewhere (so the papers say) 
The" Upper House of Convocation" 

(Which means a sg rt of parliament. 
Of parsons on palaver bent, . 
About the morals of the nation) 

Held such a grand confabulation 
In something like the following way : 
The Primate (nicknamed "Oantuar ") 
Told what a job he'd had-to ,bar 
Each woman, who had lived in shame · 
With her OWQ. chosen warrior-mate; 
From being treated quite the same 
As one whom holy Church or ~tate 
Had duly made a soldier's wife-
Who thus had led a decent life : 
Though Government was on his side, 
He felt not yet ·quite 'satisfied. . 
If other Reverends " also spoke," 
Or differed from His Grace (I doubt it !)r 
Or if the silence stayed:" uribroke, 
My paper says no word about it: 

Perchance the heavenward pilots then 
With one accord intoned "Amen." 

It seems that, on the self-sao:ie day, 
· The "House of Laymen" (who are they ?) 
Di~ somewhat thuswise say their say : 
Imprimis, Brother Bilious Bund, 
In making comments on the Fund, 
Talked m~ich the same as Cant-u-al' 
Had done, elsewhere, about the bar 
Against that most immoral thing_:_ 
A woman wed without a ring ; . 
But Brother Bund went further still- . · · 
He pointed out this dreadful ill :-
That lawless mothers mothered more 
Than legal wives, by many a $Cbre, 
And thus -the bad received more cash ! 
· (Which caused the good their teeth to gnash.} 

He moved a Resolution straight, . 
Against the .Church's pal (the State) 
Encouraging each sinful soul, . 
Instead of cutting down her dole !' 

(But, can't he see ? each te_eming brood 
_jJ.f eans more cheap slaves and cannon-food I) 

Then up rose Brother N everwrl.t 
And said he fain would better it : 
He urged the State should rub it :ln­
From all Official Forms omit 
Each glozing phrase, like ';as a wife, " 
Denoting those who'd dwelt in sin 
Instead of Christian married life. 
But Mister Orosso:ff said he thought 
The Resolution good for nought; 
Spread broadcast by the Press next ·day, 
'Twould simply give the show a way : 

· They "must have men," and have them quick,. · 
But this would knock Recruiting sick I 
Another gent. (unnamed, alas !) 
Averred that he himself would class 
The twain-who'd shared each sinfµl bed­
With pairs the Registrar had wed; 
God blessed those couples joined in church, 
But left all others in the lurch. 

Alack the day! so well begun: 
The R esolution (when they'd done) 
Was sentenced to Oblivion-
'Twas thirty votes to thirty-one 1- -

T. S. 

.·.:- i 

-_ -*_·_B_u_n_d_,_a_w_o~r-d_o_f_G_e~r~m-a-n1-.c~o-f-ig-1-n,-si_g_n_ifi_e_s _le~~-g-u_e _o_r _co-1-1t-ed-. e~r-at~' i~~n~. :~::-. ~. · 
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The Government and Strikers. 
The strike on the Clyde has at last exposed the hollowness 

of the lie about the united nation, and we hope it will be decently 
buried now. A. Gove.rnment must always look after its friends, 
:and the present Gqvernment is so closely connected with ship­
building and armament firms that no one should be surprirnd at 
t'11eir present attitude. 

Ever since the war started the prices ·of food and other 
necessaries have been steadily increasing, and in some cases 
are 50 per cent. higher. As a ·result, the workers find that 
wages which previously brought . them and their families 
sufficient food and .clothing are_ now quite insufficient for the 
purpose. Discontent is rife everywhere, :;ind at last the engineers 
employed in the shipbuilding and armament yards ~n the Clyde 
decided to pro~est yigorously. ·They asked the Executive of 
their Union to take up the case, but wit.h no , result. The men 
then formed an unofficial Executivf\, and put forward a demand 
for an increase of 2d: an hour, from 8td. to 1 Otd. This the 
masters met with .an offer of td. per hour, which the men refui:;;ed, 
and then ceased work. rrhe strike spread rapidly, and rnon 
10,000 men were idle. The men's Executive, as usual, tried to 
induce them to· res~me _work while they negotiated with the 
ma_sters, but the men ignored the.ir leaders. ''Twopence .an hour 
more, or no work! " was their fi_rm reply. A writer in the 
Times said : ''This is no ordinary strike. 'rhe ·m.en will decide 
f<;>r themselves. Unorganised and unofficial, embarked upon in 
defiance of tbei.r leaders, the strike is unprecedented in its. 
display of solidarity on the part of tP.e men."~ 

Then the Government took a hand in the matter. The men 
had been expecting th~ir intervention, as . tb & work they were 
-engaged on w~s necessary for the Army and Navy;· and as the 
Government had hel p~d t~e rail way men to get an increase of 
3s. a week, the strikers thought that their intervention would 
mean pre'ssure on the employers again. But the ·cases are not 
alike. The agreement _ with the railway companies since the 
war began meant th11t the railway men's increase came out of 
the National Exchequer~ while an increase of wages to the 
Clyde men would come out of the pockets of the shareholders. 
So instead of calling upon the employers to pay the increase, the 
Government issued what was practically an ultimatum to the 
men to resume work at once, and the Press hinted at " stern 
measures'' if they did not do so. The men's Union Executive 
addressed them, and wrote letters to the newspapers saying it 
was not their fault the men were on strike, while Lloyd George 
spoke of compulsory . arbitration. Still ' the men showed no 
inclination to give way, and . took their tim<;) to consider the 
matter. Finding the situation serious, and that the men had 
their backs to the wall, the Premier tried the confidence trick 
which has worked so often, and said if , the men went back the 
Government would'.' ensure and promote an equitable settlement 
Jf disputed poii;i. ts.'' He also appealed to their patriotism. It 
would be surprising if with all this pressure the men had held 

- -out, and after a few more meetings they decided to return to 
. work, but to adhere to their demands; and in their present 
:Spirit, unless they are soon satisfied, another strike may result. 
For the time being, they refuse to work overtime, and in other 
ways show that· they recognise the strength of their position. 

Besides this strike, others have broken out in various parts, 
.and we are told that the labour unrest is causing anxiety to the 
Government. Evidently the novelty of the war is wearing off, 
and the calls to the workers to sacrifice themselves are falling 
on deaf ears. . We may expect, therefore, that the authorities 
will try other methods, and in the Times of March 4 an evidently 

.. ... 

·inspired Il0te says thitt Ministers d0. not wish to take extreme 
measures before they ·a're forced, but the Defence of the Realm, 
Act confers upon them almOst unlimited powers. '' One regula­
tion gives· the .A.dmi~·alty and the Army Council -the power to 

· takfi possessiou of any armament or war equipment factory, and 
direct that every occupier and ·every officer and servant of his 
shall obey their directions. Failure to do so would be an offence 
under the Act." In other words, industrial conscription-work 
or be shot! 

The Government's attitude towards the workers is a great 
contrast to that they adopt towards the employing class. When . 
they buy sugar, meat, guns, khaki, timber, or whatever it may 
be; they are so wonderfully generous with the · nation's money. 
The immediate assistance they 'rendered the banks and the 
Stock Ex:cha.nge is another instance of their .generosity. But 
when the workers ask for immediate relief, the Prime Minister 
repeats his old joke: ''Wait-until June-and see.'' And in 
~pite of all this evidence to the- contrary, we are told that all 
distinctions of classes have been swept away, and the nation ·is · 
united as it never was before. Let us hear · no~ m0re of ·such 
nonsense. 

WOR~KERS AND THE WAR. 

The most pathetic thing the European crisis has brought 
home to us is the attitude of" the man in the street" towards 
war and all the discomfort it entails. He regards it as necessary, 
something as inevitable perhaps as the contraction of measles in · 
childhood. Few see the stupidity of it, fewer _still realise their 
own responsibility in the matter. Instead, we find masses of 
intelligent men eager to give Capitalism a new lease of life by . 
enlisting, and so fighting for the "honour of King and Empire.'j 
That war means murder, and that of a most diabolical kind, does . 
not appear to occur to them. The glamour of a glory to come 
dulls whatever ethical sense was · ever felt. The astounding 
part of it is that no one appears to possess the least sense of 
shame that the gigantic war machine carefully prepared by all 
the European nations should now be reaping its inevitable 
harvest of human lives, and in the papers day by day the 
military and naval experts discourse as though it were merely 
a game of chess they are watching. 

But if man cannot be .appealed to on his ethical side, let hilll 
at least consider the war from its purely economic aspect, and 
ponder what it means to spend millions a day on the sublime 
task of blowing thousands into eternity. Yet the very Govern­
ments whose policies have led to this war six months ago could 
n0t ·have been brought into spending· a tithe of that sum on 
the misery caused by our precious industrial system; 

The reason for so much apparent wanton waste is not far to 
seek. So long as a capitalist form of society remains, each 
nation will be armed against its neighbour, and the best talents 
and labour of each nation go towards perfecting the most deadly 
implements. On this the whole basis of civilisation rests, and 
that is why it has crumbled like a house of cards. When we 
cease to encourage men to design guns that can discharge one 
and a-half ton of metal every minute, and instead develop a 
spirit of human well-being, then war will become an ethical 
impossibility; but the firs-t fact to grasp is that the insanity of 
war is twin disease to t.he cancer of Capitalism, for, as 
Galsworthy puts it, "Man cannot be brought up in - strict 
reverence for bulk and force, for blood and · iron, without 
deterioration of his soul-fibre.'·' 

The vital matter at present is that workers should not be 
deceived by all the Jingoism which has been unloosed, and 
affi.icting Conservative and Socialist alike. The great game of 
the capitalist is · to pit worker against worker. A manifesto 
issued by the Associated . Iron and Steel Workers · of Great 
Britain to its members refers with pride to the thousand~ of 
fellow workmen who have left home, friends, good positions, and 
comfort to suffer hardships in · their country's cause. It con­
tinues: " We also have our great fight, and that is to capture, 
as far as we can, the Gerr:nan iron and steel trade.'' It then 
counsels.: "No throwing down tools,-no f?topping away from 
work." A very shrewd guess might be made as to the '' work­
men'' members oft.his Association; it is the old game of hood­
winking the worker into believing that he really has a stake in 
the country. Meanwhile, lest he forget, we would remind him 
that capitalistic industry every day claims an increasing .number 
of victims sacrificed to the lust for profit, and that there is only 
one enemy-the exploiter-and one war worth fighting in-the 
class war. Finally, we should remember · that the Gerrrian and 
Austrian workers are just as befooled as w.e are. 

M. B. H . 
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Europe in a blaze, t\Yelve million men engaged in the organised oppression for the advantage of a privileged minority~ 

most £rightful butchery that history has ever recorded ; The present conflict illustrates this in the most striking manner. 
~illions of women and children in tears ; the economic, intel- All ·forms of the State are engaged in the present war: ·absolutism 
foctual, and moral life of seven great peoples brutally suspended, with Russia, absolutism softened by Parliamentary instituti_ons 
and the menace becoming every day more pregnant with new with Germany, the State ruling o.ver peoples of quite d:i:ffereri_t 
military complications-such is, for seven . months, the painful, races with Austria, a democratic Constitutional regime . with 
agonising, and hateful spectacle ·. presented by the civilised England, and a democratic Republican regime with .France.· 
world. . The ~isfortune of the peoples, who were deeply attached to . 

But a spectacle n'ot unexpected-at le::ist, by the Anarchists, peace, is that, in order to avoid war, they placed their confidence 
since for them there never bas been nor is there any doubt-the in the State with its intriguing diplomatists, in democracy, and 
terrible events of to-day strengthen this conviction-that war is in political parties (not excluding those in . opposition~ I~ke· 
permanently fostered by the present social system. Armed Parliamentary So·cialis~): This confidence has been deliberately 
·Conflict, restricted or widespread, colonial or European, is the betrayed, and continues to be so, · when Governments, with . the 
natural consequence and the inevitable and fatal outcome of a aid of the whole 0£ their press, persuade thei:r; respective peoples 
society that is founded on the exploitation of the workers, rests that this war is a war of liberation. 
·On the savage struggle of the classes, and compels L~bour to We are resolutely against all wars between peoples; and ·in 
·submit to the domination of a minority of parasites who hold neutral countries, like Italy, where the Governments seek to · 
both political and economic power. . throw fresh peoples irito the fiery furnace of war, our cqmrades . 

The war was inevitable. Wherever it originated, it had. to have been, are, and ever will be most energetically opposecl 
·come. It is not in vain that for half a century there has been a to war. 
-feverish preparation of the most formidable armaments, and a The role of the Anarchists in the present tragedy, whatever 
·ceaseless increase in the budgets of death. It is not by con- may~ be the place or the situation in which they find themselve~1 
·stantly improving the weapons of war, and by concentrating is to continue to proclaim that there is but one war of liberation ~ · 
i he mind and the will of all upon the better organisation of the that which in all countries is waged by the oppressed against 
.military machine that people work for peace. the oppressors, by the exploited against the exploiters. Our 

Therefore, it is foolish and childish, after having multiplied part is to summon the slaves to revolt against their masters. 
ithe causes and occasions of conflict, to seek to fix the responsi- . Anarchist action and propaganda should a~siduously and · 
·bility on this or that Government. No possible distinction can perseveringly aim at weakening arid dissolving the various · 
be drawn between offensive and defensive wars. In the present States, at cultivating the spirit of revolt_, and arousing discontent · 
-conflict, the Governments of Berlin and Vienna have sought to in peoples and armies. 
j ustify themselves by documents not less authentic than those of To all the soldiers of all countries, who believe · they are 
the Governments of Paris, London, and Petrograd. Each does its fighting for justice and liberty, we ~ave to declare that their 
'Very best to produce the most indisputable and the most decisive heroism and their valour will but serve to _ perpetuate hatred, 
·documents in order to establish its good faith and to present tyranny, and misery· 
i tself as the immaculate defender of right and liberty, and the To the workers in factory and mine it is necessary to recall · 

. ,champion of civilisation. that the rifles they now have in their hanc~s have been used 
against them in the days of strike and of revolt, and that later on 

Civilisation ? Who, then, represents it,just now? Is it · the they will b(i} again used against them in order to compel them to . 
German State, with its formidable militarism, and so powerful undergo and endure capitalist exploitation. . 
that it has stifled every disposition to revolt? Is it the Russian To the workers on-farm and· field it is necessary to show that 
S tate, to whom the knout, the gibbet, and Siberia are the sole after the war .they will be obliged once more to bend beneath 
means of persuasion? Is it the French State, with its Biribi, the yoke and to continue to cultivate the lands of their lords and 

to feed the rich; 
i ts bloody conquests in ·Tonkin, Madagascar, Morocc9, and its To all the outcasts, that they should not part with their arms 
.compulsory enlistment of black troops? France, that detains in until they have settled accounts with their oppressors, until they · 
i ts prisons, for . years, · comr~des guilty only of having ·written have taken land and factory and workshop for themselves . 
. and spoken against w~r? Is it the English State, which To mothers, ·wives, and daughters, the victims of increased '. 
.exploits, div!des, and oppresses the populations of its immense misery and privation, let us show who are the ones really · 
colonial Empire? responsible for their sorrows and · for the massacre 0£ their · 

No; none of the be'lligerents is entitled to invoke the name fathers, sons, and husbands. 
We must take advantage of all the movements of revolt, -

.of civilisation, or to declare itself in a · state of legitimate of all the discontent, in order to foment insurrection, and to 

.defence. . organise the revolution to which we .look to put an end to all 
The truth is, that the cause of wars, of that which at present social wrongs. 

·stains with blood the plains of Europe; as · of . all wars
1 
that have No despondency, even before a calamity like the present war.' 

preceded it, rests solely in the existence of the State, which is It is in periods thus troubled, in which many thousands of men 
·the political form of privilege. ~eroically give · their lives for an idea, that we must show thes~ 

men the generosity, greatness, and beauty of the Anarchist -
The State has arisen out of military force, it has developed ideal: Social justice realised through the free organisation of 

i hrough the use of military force, and it is still on military force producers; war and militarism done away with for ever; and 
;that it must logically rest in orde:r; to maintain its omnipotence. complete·· freedom won, by the abolition of the State a:ri.d its 
W hatever the form it may assume, the State is nothing but organs of destruction. · · 

Signed by-Leonard D. Abbott, Alexander Berkman, L. Bertoni, L. Bersa:ni, G. Bernard, . G. Barrett, A. Ber.O:ardo, "-E. Boudot, 
A. Oalzitta, Joseph J. Cohen, Henry Combes, Nestor . Oiele van Diepen, F. W. Dunn, Oh. Frigerio, Emma Goldman, 
V. Garcia, Hippolyte Havel, _ T. H. Keell, Harry Kelly, J. Lemaire, E. Malatesta, H. Marques, F. Domela Nieuwenhuis, 
Noel Panavich, E. Recchioni, G. Rijnders, I. Rochtchi~e, A. Savioli, A. Schapiro, William Shatoff, V. J. O. Schermer4orn, 
0. Trombetti, P. Vallina, q-. Vignati, Lilian G. Woolf, S. Yanowsky. . . · , . .. -. 

_London, 1915. 

'This Manifesto is published by the Inteimational Anarchist movement, and will be printed m sev'eral languages · and 
issued in leaflet form. 
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SIDELIGHTS ON SOCIAL- SUBJECTS. 

The allowances made by the State to the '' unmarrie<;l wives" . 
of soldiers has been causing the Archbishop of Canter~ury gi:ave 
concern. In a letter to the Prime Minister, on behalf of the 
Church of England·; he expresses _the view that care mu~t be 
taken not to break down the distinction between married and 
qnmar.ried wives, which was vital to our country's well-being. 
So a~_xioµs i~ the Archbishop not to disturb the precious marri;age· 
system upon which Capitalism rests. that ; h~ does .not have time 
to see the evidences of our infamous immorality which repeatedly 
appear in the daily press. We have not _heard of his prQtesting 
against the scandal of paying· a penny-farthing an hour for 
Army work. Yet not only do the sweated home-worke:s 
receive this wretched pay, but they have also to find their 
own needles. What Of the case of the girl aged fourteen yea.rs 
employe~ 57t hours a week for _a w~ge of half-a-c.rown? The 
Archbishop has not, we gather, written the ~remrnr upo? the 
scandal of paying out thousands of pounds m comm1ssi?n to 
the buyer of timber for the War Office. The_ .good Ai;chb1shop 
apparently agrees with the Times, which finds _that we have. 
been wr,angling over trifles-" Whethet boys shall be allowed to 
work in the fields, what are the precise details of a Government . 
contract .for buying timber, and things of that kind." They 
are littl~ df3tails that it would seem stupid to argue about, but 
for heaven's sake let us preserve -the sanctity of marriage thon.gh 
the poor work and starve in their garrets in order that the rich 
riiay wax fat. Let us not, therefore, bring discredit upon the 
genuine legal article-marriage-by recognising the _ common 
humanity of the married and unmarried wives, lest it might 
t~nd to undermine ever· such a little the rotten foundation upon 
~hich Capitalism is built. 

.Those of us who have -innocently enough believed in the 
inviolability of our personal freedom in England must have 
received a rude shock on following the debate in the House 
of Commons on inoculation in the Army. It brought forth the 
astounding dictum from Mr. Tennant that " military necessity 
has never known any law." We congratulate Mr. Tennant · on 
his boldness, for ,he has uttered what others have merely thought. 
It: has been the recognition of this guiding principle by all the 
Powers that has forced war -upon Europe, and set the Hague 
C~mvention at nought. It is just this " necessity that knows 

necessary production of coal during the war." Colliery. pro­
prietors and representatives of the ;niners serve on th~ Oomrrnttee, 
so the result is a foregone -conclus10n. Mo1:e _speedrng up, fresh 
economies, and a bad time ahead for the mmers. 

. The prices received for the sale of obsolete ships of o~r.Nayy 
should give a little i.ndication of the co~tlines~ of ·a m1htarist 
policy even in time~ of peace.. Four ships bu!Jt some t.wenty 
years ago· at the aggregate cos~ of £3,273,276, wer~ sold las~ 
year for the sum of £154,305. This represents t,he entire amount _ 
realised, though £20,000 of gear was taken out of the b?~ts· 
before their sale. The newest vessels to be sold as old iron 
were three su bmarin~s belonging to the 1902-3 program~e, 
They cost nearly £40,000 apiece, and averaged at. auct10,~ . 
less than £400 ! Is it not about time that ·those engaged. on 
buildino- armaments of war realised they would be more profitably 
employ~d rearing decen t homes to live in? 

The octopus Standard Oil Company is extending its terft~c~es 
literally '' from China to Peru.'' It rec_ently :purchas~d Br1~i~h 
oil companies in .t.he latter country, and now it has 01lfields m . · 
China p.roducing about 300 tons of oil a d.ay . . As a result of · an · 
agreement ·made la

1
st year with the Chrnese Government, the 

company was granted. exclusive oil righ~s over a very large 8:rea. _ 
The Chinese Government holds a port10n of the shar~s of t.he 

· company. How vast are the ramifications ?f t~is great Tmst 
will be seen from the fact that it has operations m Borneo, ~he 
shores of the Dead Sea, Rumania, Galicia, many parts of the 
United States, and Mexico. When · we understand th~ power· 
wielded by such vast concerns, we see just why treaties a1:e 
made, big armies main trained, and in the last resort war 1s . 
waged. 

The ris·e in the cost of living in war times as well as in , 
peace hits the poor' with greatest severi.ty. . The ~ise in the 
cheapest kinds of coal has been out of all proport10n to the 
rise in the best qualities. A year ago the cheapest coal cost 
23s. per ton, while the best coal fetched 30s. . T?-d.ay the 
cheapest is 32s., and the best 36s, The poor are vict1m1sed at 
every turn by the patriots who exploit their helplessness, and 
who live by legalised robbery. 

M . . B. HoPE. 

no law," and sacrifices the personal liberty of the ind~vidual, HOW ·WARS WILL CEASE. 
that Anarchists have always attacked. To try to force mocula- __ _ 
tion upon a conscientious objector by such petty expedients as War is the result of the inequalities in the distribution of -~ 
stopping his leave, or allocating to him the dirty work of the wealth. The inequalities in the distribution of wealth arise 
camp, . i,s despicable, and worthy of the autocrats who run ?Ur through some men taking advantage of others, aiid using them , 
great and glorious·Empire, and who entrench themselves behmd,_ for their own purposes. These inequalities are gained and . 
the plea ~f military necessity when attacked. maintained by force and fraud. Men have done this for a very 

--- long time; in fact, from the very earliest times ~f which his~ory 
The Times, under the heading of "A Plain Warning," or· tradition gives any account. Neverth~les.s this conduct is a 

presumes to lecture the public, and chiefly .· the working relic of the past ages in which man had scarcely emerged from , 
population, on its failure to realise that we are at war. It animalism; and it is now not only not sanctioned by his moral 
is a_ngry with the people who are opposing the employment of sense, but is condemned by it. Man's moral senses have been . 
boys and girls aged twelve and thirteen on farm work, and gradually evolved, an(l are always growing in clearness and 
chides them with the remark that they are not thinking of "the purity. For thousands of years manlrind has had mental _ and 
actual situation and merits of the case, but the mainte.nance-of moral senses of truth, justiqe, sympathy, and love, and these 
sound educational principles." "All this," says the Times, "is . senses have now become as much a part of his na_ture as hunger -
u~real, ·and, in the ci1~cumstances, ridiculous." Of course, it is and thirst, and demand satisfaction with equal persistency .. 
ridiculous to educate Hodge's child now that adult labour is The golden rule,cto do unto others as we would that others 
costly, and the work of the child may mean so much extra profit should do to us', has been the embodiment of man's serise of 
for the farmer. , 'l'hen, too, the education might have the effect justice for thousands of years. That men have not guided their 
of makin'g the child dissatisfied with the sphere in which he is lives by this rule is partly owing to the difficulty of giving up 
born. So sound edacational principles must be scrapped in the long-established customs which were natural to them in a less 
name of patriotism. Then ·a tirade · is launched against the developed state ; but more, owing to the men who profit by the 
enemies at home who dared to go on strike during such a crisis, old life and customs having invented false theories aiming to­
and deplores the fact that the engineers' disriute is only one of conserve the old way of life and at the same time quiet the· 
many, that a coal s.trike was only'just averted, and dispute~ are demands of the senses of justice, love, etc. .The chief of those 
springing up . all over the country. This, we are fold,. all goes false theories is the Ohur~h doctrine of the Fall and Redemption:· 
to prove the dangerous state-of delusion in which large sections the Fall dogma teachi~g that man had lost the power to act 

. of the populat~ion are living. But the thinking man sees in these justly, and the Redemption dogma that it was not necessary fo 
. very symptoms the most wholesome and , wel_come . sign that . ~et justly, but that peace here and eternal happiness ·hereafter 
delu,sion is :passing away from those that produce all the wealth · were obtained by "believing" the Church doctrine. For the, 
and Jive and'. di~ ._in poverty .. · .: , · · · .' past seventy years this doctrine has been losing its efficacy both 

--- · as a comfort to the masses and as an aid to the classes. Within 
The Home Secretary . has appointed yet another Committee. the same period another false theory has arisen~that of " the­

This will "inquire into the conditions prevailing in , the coal- · survival of the fittest." This theory also aims at retaining the 
mining industry, with a view to securing such organi!'~_!;_i~~--~L:_ . .91<L.5YaY. oLJife in which men struggle with ·each other fo~ 
work and such co-operation between employers and workmen mastery, and which .,results . in some pr9£iting_ . at __ others 
as will s~t .free .for enlist,i:neu-t the }argest pos~ible nJimber of expense. '. This is the so-'called scientific theory, and almost as'. 
men qualified for military service without interfering ~vjp):1 t:P.~ .... many. hooks have been written to expound it as have been_ 
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NOTES FROM CHICAGO: 
co:n,cocted to support the Church doctrine · but neither the 
Church nor the scientific doctrine can blot ~lit man's senses 
of justice, truth, and love,-nor silence their demands. 

It would seem, then, that the time is· come or is f~st coming After a comparatively long period of purely educational effort; 
wh~n mei:i must ~ith_er frankly and honestly obey the behests of marked by not much outward sign save Chicago Martyr memorial 
their nat?-re-domg. to others as they would be done by--or meetings and some publication work, Chicago is beginning to resume 
c~nfess th~mselves dishonourable men, hypocrites, and humbugs, the. propagaqda of action.. An "Internatio_nal Propaganda Group," 
without either self-respect or the respect of their· fellow men . • formed _by some of the comrades as an answer to the challen(J'e of 
All .the d~:viCes and ~ubterfug~s. inv~nted to. cheat their n.atures sectionalism created by the war, has fonnd a field for activity . i~ the 
ha~.rng f~1led, ~he misery of l~vrng m contmual antag.omsm to troubles of the unemployed, and has _ scored .a -_ triumph over the local 
their nat~re w1~l force them mto a new way of lifo. The new police in the matter of h_plding p~rades without police· permit. 
way of life will not be brought about by force; it will be Lucy Parsons, ·veteran of the memorable -agitation that culminated 
?ro~ght a·bout b.y :rolu.ritary co-operati?n ; · ha~ing equality for in t~e Haym~rket massa~re, mu~t he _-accredited in large degree as t.he 
its ideal. The d1stmct10n of classes will - vamsh for ever . all herome of this latest· episode, smce · 1t was her -defiance of .the police 
men will do their equal share -of the necessary work. and wih be prohibition-by produc~ng a" hung?r flag" (in ~hite letters on 9: -blac~ 

·satisfied with their equal share of the products of that work. blackground), and r.ousmg .the audience at an i~door ~all meetmg ~o 
It will be such a life as fulfils the demands of ou h 1 t follow her. forth m an - impromptu ~nd II una.uthor1s~d ". ,?pen-air­
. 1 a· f . . r w 0 e na ure, demonstrat10n-that : brought the question of police superv1s10n to a 
me u. m~ our sen~es o JUSt1ce,. sympathy, .truth,, an.d love. . crisis. The police endeavoured to stop the parade, and outdid their 

Life. is a seekm~ for h~ppmess----:--the l~fe-force IS the pursmt record for brutal clubbing and pistol intimidation ~; but by clever lndiaii.: 
of h.appmess. H~pp1~ess is. the .sat1sfact10n of all the_ s~nses, tactics _of dissolving at e~Qh_ __ pgljce barrier, ' ~Jeaking through" amid the. 
bod1~y and rnentai. 'I he sat1sfact10n of all the senses constitutes crowded spectators, and· re-forming automatically on the farther side, 
the. hfe ?f man. The nature of civilised man is -such that this the comrades maintained tJ;teir mar~h for an astonishing number of city 
~at1sfact10n c~n only be realised in a community of equals, and blocks, and ~~oused such public enthu~iasm that. th~ twenty-one 
m a commumty of equals there will be no more war. arrested ~art1cipants cai;:ie ·off scot-free, with a magisterial reprimand 

AMOR VINCIT of the pohce to boot. Smee then they have held another unauthorised 
· parade, with which the polfoe ~id not interfere; a:n,d plans for ·a much 

A MOTHERS' APPEAL 
To the Suffering Humanity of the Twentieth Century. 

more extensive demonstration are now being perfected by the group, 
which in the meantime _ is d_istributing -large quantities of circulars to 
the unemployed. 

The ·.var has demonstrated that ·"American citizenship" ~sin large 
measure a very loosely cemented collection of nation~lities retafoing 
atavistic and unreasoning prejudices .in favour of the diverse European ' 
tyrannies from \vhich _ as individuals they had gladly escaped in years 
gone by; but it is to the credit of the comrades that they have kept 

It is to the reason and the feelings of women that we address our 
appeal, being desirous of putting an end to the terrible bloodshed which 
is raging in Europe. their heads, · and that no hard feelings have arisen to mar their 

of solidarity as true Internationalists. There is a general tendency to 
of believe, with Malatesta, that the crushing of Hohenzollern ambitions 

and "Divine right" assertions will give our German brothers an oppor- -

For more than six months every one has been speaking to us 
nothing but the war~ thinking of nothing but the extermination 
peoples : nothing is heard but the roar of artillery. 

. They are killin~, ~illing, kiiling, without takirig count of the 
d1saste.rs they are brmgmg about, without perceiving the crime that 
they are committi;ig-the crim~ of high treason against Humanity. 

They are takmg away from us at once our sons and our ·husbands 
the f~thers of our children, thus leaving an irremediable void i~ 
our lives. 

W~thout distinction of race or nationali~y, the relentless plague of 
war str1~es down good .r:i-en and brave, weak ·and strong, rioh and poor, 
bre~d-wm:µers ?f families, men of ta.lent, scientists, artists, writers, 
busmess men-m short, all the representatives of our new generatiol'.)., 
.our tender brood re_ared by the scrupulous care of mothers e\".er anxious 
for the welfare of their families. 

_ And how much we were hoping to see our offspring realise our own 
dreams ! How we desired to see them live a full life, a life of useful 
progress, a life that our grandsires have bequeathed to us filled with 
civilising influences, and that our children could cultivate still further 
without soiling their hands by murder. 

For long, l~ng years we have given all our devotion to our youn_ger 
a:r:d elder boys m ord~r t~ mak~ them fine and healthy in body and 
·m~nd, and we took pride rn seemg them grow! .... Suddenly an evil 
wmd has swept ac~oss our beloved homes, and now there is a mournful 
procession towards the unknown ! .... 

* * * * * 
You -will ask · each other how the struggle is to be carried on 

against this monstrous nightmare-\Var. -
Believe me, all ways are good that lead us in the direction of 

Peace. 
Guide your. actions according to your own · intuitions as loving 

mothers and wives. Group yourselves, ·form associations for the 
purpose of demonstrating the grandeur of yo;ur social cause. To all 
those whom you love make known your abhorrence of war. Entreat 
the Y?ung and the old, so~diers and o~ce:s, to end this useless tragedy. 
<?o.nvmce .them _ that their real enemy IS not the p.opulations of .the 
ne1ghbo.urmg·· co~nt:ies, ~ut the hatred that they all mutually and 
unhappily bear w1thm their hearts. · 

· Cry aloud, and never forget that in every land we women out­
number the men. . Consider, too, ~hat dud~g these six months 
-of. ~arfare there haye already been killed in all Europe two 
millions of men, and that at the end of a few weeks as many more will 
have -been killed! 

I:et ~s hasten, th~n, brave .mothers of France, Russia, Germa~y, 
A~str1a, England, B~lgrnm, Serv1a ! Blend your voices with my weak 
~~:nee, and · prot~c~, with all your strength and all your resources, the 
hves o_f our ch1laren, who are our goal, our consolation, and our joy.; 
who are the real treasure of our countries. Protect them for their 

' -death will be of no avail-will benefit no one; for their death 'means the 
impoverishment of our common fatherland_.:..the Earth. 

Women of all count1·ies, .save };ou1· chiub·en, save y.ou1· men! 
A RUSSIAN MOTHER. 

(Translated from the French.) 

j . 

tunity to catch up with . the Frencl;i and Russian record for · that 
proletarian revolutionary activity from which the German people ~ee~ · 
to have been debarred by their apparent hereditary ~nclination to 
practise and submit to authoritarianism, as exemplified by the mass 
acceptance of State Socialism, and rejection of .Anarchistic ideals ; ·but 
the comrades are not allowing themselves to be impressed by the idea 
that the State, as .manifested in other Governments than that of 
Germany, i~ any the ,less deadly in intent because its claws may not be 
so fully developed as the Hohenzollern ones appear to be. · . . · 

. It will be a real '~ Day of J udgment " for the reactionary officers . 
a:qd their rulers when the rank-and-.file- soldiers finally wake from their · 
obsessions, and rush from the tr~nches to mid way. fraternisation.instead 
of fight. . H. J. J. . 

BRISTOL GROUP'S GOOD . WORK. 

. In spite of th13 demoralising influence of the war upon the Labour 
movement generally, its effect upon the Workers' Freedom Group here 
has been to considerably increase our membership and to impel us to 
further our efforts in spreading the ideas and spirit of Anarchism. 

Our comrad!'l George Barrett having written a · pamphlet ·setting 
forth the Anarchist_ attitude to the war, submitted it te us with the 

· suggestion that we 'might undertake its publication. After reading it 
through at a record meeting of the group, we did not hesitate to at 
once set about raising the funds necessary to get this fine pamphlet 
" The Last War," published, and to devote the whole proceeds of th~ 
sale toward.s c~earing off the debt upon our !_ate weekly, the Ana1·chist, 
and estabhshmg a fund for the publication of other pamphlets. 
Barrett's appeal and our own for help have been so well responded 
to throughout the country that in all probability we shall have 
"Th~ Last War" . puplished before this month's FREEDOM appears, 
sufficient '?ash havrng come to hand to warrant our proceeding with 
same ; but, of course, we welcom,e further subscriptions to cover 
complete cost of printing _ and distribution. Comrade L. A. Matier, 
?f L~ndon_,_ has designed its ~triking cover, which should go far to give 
it a very wide sale·. It remains now for all comrades who share its 
views to do their utmost to get it into the hands of those for whom it is -
written. Copies ea~ be _obtained from 19 The Haymarket, Bristol, or 
FREEDOM Office; price ld. - · 
. On :1" anuary 30 we held a social and qance at the Printers' Hali, 
when, with ~he comradely help of several Bristol friends and of two 
London comrades (to all of whom we take this opportunity of tendering 
our g~ateful thanks), we spent a very enjoyable and successful evening, · 
enablmg us to place £1 towards the pamphlets. It was our second 
social, and we are learning thing3. Our next will be held at the 
Printers' Hall on March 27, tickets 6d. each. 

With ·fresh life amongst us, we are again able to continue our 
discussion circle every Friday at 8 p.m., at 19 The Haymarket. All 
interested heartily welcome. · 

B. P. 
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INTERNATIONAL MODERN SCHOOL. 

The young rebels have . acq~1ired fl~e accommodation for their 
vagaries at the address below. There is a suitable hall for discussions 
and lectures, and a reading-room for the studious. We hope to develop 
in numbers and in comradeship. The lads have justified their existence, 
and it is up to them· to hold tight, and to dispel the idea that they are 
incompetent. Nothing succeeds like success. Youth will be served. 

JIMMY. 
·Ashburton House, Hartford Place, Globe Road, E. 

R. ROCKER'S THANKS. 

Comrade Rocker wishes to thank the many comrades who have 
written to him, but owing to the fact that he is only allowed to write 
two small letters per week, he is unable to reply to each separately. ·He 
is anxious 'to receive letters, to which there is no limit, except to politics. 
Letters should be addressed to him as follows :-Postal Censorship, 
H .. · C. Branch, Salisbury House, London,· E.C., for Mr. R. Rocker, 
Prisoner of War, No. 4437, H.M.T. "Royal Edward," Southend-on-Sea. 

ANNUAL . ANARCHIST CONFERENCE. 

It was · been decided to hold the Annual Conference at Easter, as 
usual, probably at Manchester. Comrades wishing for information are 
requested_ to write to · Sam Massey, 68 Grenville Street, Edgeley, 
Stockport. 

To Correspondents. 
W. 0. (West Ealing).-Sorry we could not use your article. 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMBNTS. 

(February 5-March 4.) 
FREEDOM Guarantee Fund.-W. G. Orr lOs, W. Dougall ls 6d, H. Compton 

3s 3d, F. Bos.azza 5s, L. Auber.t 4s, R. Peddie 2s, S. Corio 2s, W. 1'homas 6d, 
T .. S. 2s 6d, G. Wallace _9d. 

FREEDOM Subscrivtions._:_H, F. Miller ls 6d, F. Bosazza ls 6d, A. Mattison 
ls 6d, F. B. 2s, H. Pedersen ls 6d, J . W. H. ls 6cl, T ." S. 2s 6cl, G. V\' allace 
ls 6d, L. B. Warden ls 6d, G. Barker 3s, E. P. Totten 2s, J. Romeyer ls 6d, 
C. B. ls 6d. . 

Socia.Z ancl Dance, January 16.-" Great Frencb Revolution," given by" Essex," 
was raffled, and realised lls 6d . 

CHOPWELL GROUP.-A Whist Drive will be held on Saturday, 
March 13, at 7 p.m., for the benefit of Sunday School and Group 
funds. 

NOTTING HILL~-Comrades in this district willing to form a Group 
are requested to wr~te to Manager, FREEDOM Office. 

NOW READY. 11 

THE LAST WAR. 
By GEORGE BARRETT. 

Price ld.; usual prices wholesale. 

VOICE OF LA.BOUR. 
. MONTHLY (15TH), ONE HALFPENNY. 

127 OssuLSTON STREET, LONDON, N.W. 
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London.-HENDERSONs, 66 Charing Cross Road, W.C. (Whole.sale). 

. NATIONAL LA.BOUR PRESS, St. Bric1.e's House, Salisbury Square, Fleet 
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J. YATES, 114 High Road, vVillesden Green, N. w. 
H. ELLIOT, 3Z9 Lillie Road, FuUiam, S. W. 
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Modern Science and Anarchism .. 
By PETER KROPOTKIN. 

112 pages ; faper Covers, 6d. net; also in Art Cambric, ls. 6d. net. 
Postage, paper 1 ~d., cloth 3d. 

"As a survey of modern science in relation to society ....... ,.. this book would 
be hard to beat ......... The glossary of aboqt 16 crowded pages is alone worth the 
price of the volume. "-Maori"lancl Wo rker . 

Back Numbers of "Freedom." 
We can supply a few complete sets of FREEDOM from 1906 tO' 

1913, all in good condition for binding. Prices:-
1911 to 1913 ls. 6d. per year; two years for 2s. 6d. 
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KROPOTKIN. 6s. net. 
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MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. By PETER KROPOTKIN. A 

. New Translation. Paper 6d., Cloth ls. 6d. ; postage l!d. and 3d. 
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ANARCHISM AND OTHER ESSAYS. By EMMA GOLDMAN. 4s. 6d. net •. 
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