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NOTES. 

Voluntary Enslavement. 
The Munltions Bill introduced by Lloyd George reveals what 

is the greatest piece of villainous treachery on the part of the 
Trade Union leaders, and at the saµie time demonstrates the truth 
of the saying that it is "hard to push the British worker, but 
-easy to lead him." That is the principle upon which the whole 
scheme is to be worked, and by the agreement to suspend Trade 
Union rules and principles, many of which have been obtained 
by great sacrifice in the pa'3t, the worker .is to enter i,nto a 
voluntary enslave.ment which will bind him more surely than 
anything we know. The cry of co-operation in the country's 
hour of need is so- much balderdash, for ·how often have the 
workers in their hour of need, when fighting a soulless boss, 
realised that behind the boss the forces of the State, the military 
and the police, were waiting the call to help him to defeat 
them? Where, then, lies the duty of the worker? Is it to 
help those who shot his fellows atTonypandy, Llanelly, Liverpool, 
Dublin, and Johannesburg? No, his duty, whatever his 
~' leaders " may promise on his behalf, is · to himself. By this 
Act he can be shifted from one job to another, he may not leave 
his j'ob, he must not ask for higher wages or. shorter hours. He 
must r10t take a holiday. In short, he must do nothing but 
work and sleep, else the supply of implements for murder will 
suffer, and the interests of the master ·class be placed in jeopardy. 
It is not conspriptim:i. · It is worse. It is Stat~ tyranny, which 
we have always foreshadowed as being the condition of things 
under State Socialism. Maybe the workers will reflect long and 
deeply upon· the. conditions their leaders have thrust them into, 
.and, thinking deeply, act accordingly. 

Lloyd George's Vision. 
" London one big arsenal "-this is the ideal of Lloyd George, 

.as given out in his speech . upon the Munitions Bill. What a 
strikin·g commentary upon twentieth century civilisation. The 
greatest age man has lived through, when by the efforts of . 
Christianity and a , benevolent State the highest point of 
.civilisation is supposed to have been reached; and the ideal · 
held up before the people is -that they shall _all be working . upon · 
implements for the destruction of life. Is not that sufficient for 
all clear-thinking individuals to at once determine that this 
fearful business shall cease? No other argument is necessary 
when we remember that one-half of the world is proyiding the 
means for the other half to slabghter each other with. 

Registration and Regimentation. 
The Bill for the registration of all men and women between 

the ages of fifteen and sixty-five has been presented to the free 
British public. It is the sequel to the 1\fonitions ~ill. The chief 
·demand is for information as to willingness to render national 
·service. What this ·may mean we are not quite sure, but 
;presumably either service with the Army or work on the . 
·production of munitions. To us, it is but the 'preliminary step 
-to a bigger. scheme of cons.cription. .We do not, however, 
.anticipate a definite scheme of fult-blown conscription just 
.Yet; but we can see quite plainly what is behind the move. 
All who are not willing,· for one reason or another, to perform . 
national service, will be known. The strength 0£ the anti­
-conscription movement will be easily judged, and upon those 
··statistics can easily .be formulated the future plan so far as 
-conscription is concerned. It is a piece of true British states­
manship, and we hope none of those whd are opposed to com­
pulsion will be misled by its apparent simplicity, for in it is 
•contained the very essence 0£ regimentation and State domina-
·.tion.' His the thin edge 0£ the wedge. . 

Lioerty of the Press. 
Nearly the whole of the L')ndon morning papers are carrying 

on a campaign of innuendo and invective against· the anti-war 
movement. The idea is, of course, to gag and bind all pu blica­
tions that are opposed to the continuance of the war. The 
Standard has specially directed its efforts against the VornE OF 
LABOUR, and the Morning Post has been the ·means of closing 
down the offices of the Stop-the-War Committee. We are glad 
to say, however, that the Committee's work is by no means 
scotched. For our part, we 'intend to continue our efforts in the 
direction of opposing both the- war and conscription, military or 
industrial. The Northcliffe press has been asking for the truth. 
We intend to give the public the tr'?-th wh<?lesale._ The ~tandard 
calls us a pro-German party. We ignore this invective. : We 
are confident that our German corµrades are working resolutely · 
toward the same end as we are. Prancing J unkerdom will stop 
neither them -nor ourselves. Our purpose shall have been 
accomplished when- the peoP.le are united in the bonds of a 
lasting peace. This will only be when they have disposed of 
their respective masters, and established Anarchist Communism .. _ 
This is the real way to end the wa;r, and indeed all wars. 

Repression in Ireland. 
Ever since the war started, the Government ·have found 

Ireland a hard nut to crack.. The subterfuge by which Home 
Rule was shelved convinced the rebellious section that they had 
nothing to h~pe f9r from. the rulers of this country. -They have, 
therefore, done their best to hinder recruiti.ng, and to prevent 
Irish workers losing their lives in other peqple's qu~rrels. The 
Government, in return for this, ha\re suppressed Irish papers, 
and imprisoned their editors. Men have been charged under 
the Defence of the Realm Act', and although juries refused to 
convict, the prisoners have not been released. A -yvell-known 
rebel, Sheehy'."Ske~ngton, was charged with making anti­
recruiting speec4es. Although he put up a ~trong defence, 
he was sentenced to· six months' hard labour; but he refused to 
take food in prison, and eventually the authorities had to release · 
him. - Others are still waiting their trial, and fresh arrests are ! . 
being made every week. · We 'hope they will. continue to resist, 
as they can have nothing but contempt for a Government-which 
includes their arch-enemy, Sir Ed ward Carson ~ . . 

Social Democracy Unmasked~ 
Anarchists ·have often been. charged. with . exaggerating the 

· evils they:foretell under Soci;;tl Democracy, but that we have not 
been guilty of ex-aggeration is proved, by the :µ:ianifesto issued by 
the SoCialist National D.efence Committee, which includes among 
its members such shining light~ as H. G. Wells, Robert Blatch­
ford, and A. M. Thompson. This manifesto calls for national 
industrial mobilisation, control, and administration., It says :-

"Under u~iversal control there would be no need for strikes. 
Misconduct and indiscipline:hindering the pro'ductivity of the 
willing and capable workers would be summarily punished in 

. the workers' general interest · by their ow_n ,representatives~ 
There would be no sympathy, public or private, for. slackers, 

. shirkers, and .wastrels dismissed under these conditions, ·and, · 
as they would find it extremely difficult to obtain a livelihood 
elsewhere, they ·would gravitate naturally and quickly to their· 
proper sphere of usefulness in the fightiag line." · · 

In other words," Work according ·to our orders~ or be shot!" 
That gives the game away with ·a vengeance. · Why, even a 
reader of the Clarion can never cha:i;ge us with exaggeration 
after reading that paragraph. · -

ANAROHY.-A social theory which regards the .union .. of <;>rder ·' 
with the absence 0£ all direct government of man by mari as the -­
political ideal.-Oentury Dictionary. 
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THE PATRIOTISM OF THE GOVERNING 
CLASSES. 

hands, has the effect of increasing wages, and thus palliati~ g:: 
the horrors of war to those who escape military service.'' 

This is categorical. We see that the "sacred love" of the~ 
n;i.etaphysfoal entity, "country," is nothing more than exploita-

.We have. shown that "the country" · is a sonorous word t1?n and" smaH profits"; but the avowal is complete ·; it is a 
des~gned to mduce the workers to defend an order of thi:i;igs triumphant retort to those who would object that "there is a 
whwh oppresses them. We shall see now if the "love of public opinion · of which the governors are forced to take­
country," this" holy sentiment," this "love of the soil which is account,'' that." a war may be just and obtain the assent of the · 
born in. every one," is so deeply rooted in those who make the public,'' that "it is wrong to declaim against war in general," · 
declarat10n; whether it rises from purely subjective causes, as that ·''there may be cases into which- rulers are dragged in 
among the :workers, or from purely material causes, from vulgar spite of t~e~selves,'': and m?reover that" war is a consequence 
preoc?upat10ns ?f mercantile interests. It is among the writings ?f the ex1stmg social state," that ''one may declaim against ­
espemally published by themselns for their own. use that we it or deplore its necessity," but that · '' we are ·compelled to·· 
must search for their innermost conviction. It is edifying. submit to it.J' 

~o hear them when they are- addressing the workers there is Let us continue to quote:-
nothmg so sacred as the pountry; every citizen should be ~'Nevertheless, whatever be the power of the men who · 
ready to sacrifice his life or his liberty for the defence of the decide peace or war, and the · influence of the class from which . . 
country. In fine, according to them, the country represents the political, adm~nistrative, and military staff is recruited, they 
the hjghest degree of the general interest; to make sacrifices for are, as we .h~ve JUSt observed, obliged to reckon, in a certain , 
it is to sacrifice for one's own and one's self. We have only to measure, with the much more numerous class whose interests . . 
rummage among their treatises on political economy to convict are ~nvolv~d in the vari~us branches of production, to whom 
them of l~ing; to s~e that all these high-sounding phrases, war 1s a nuisance. Experience all the time demonstrates that.·. 
these sentiments whwh they parade, are nothing but bluffs for t?e resisting force of this pacific element is in nowise propor­
the b~nefit of the ~impletons who let themselves be duped by t10nate ~o its mass. The vast majority of the men who " 
the hke, masks whwh they take care to leave in the dressing- compo.se it a:e abs~lutely ignorant, and ' nothing is easier than 
roo:µi when among their intimates. Here is wha·t one . of to exmt~ then·· passions or lead them astray as to their interests. '·· 
their political doctors, whose authority is officially recognised, The enlightened minority is less numerous; and besides, what ... 
says :- mean~ w?uld ·these latter have of getting their opinions t o·· 

' 'It is t~e interest of the governing classes, of the prepon- prevail~ m the presence of the powerful organisation of the 
derance wbrnh they hold and for which they are indebted centralised State?'' · 
pre?isel.Y to a continuation of the state of wat', which ar tificially Thus our capitalists do not hide from themselves the fact . 
. mamtams that state among civilised peoples." ;;; · that t_hey. see no~hing in war but a 'means of continuing their·-

O?uld anything b.e neater?. .And our good capitalists, who expl01tat1?n of the workers ; the massacres which they organise 
decla1~ so loudly agarnst the frightful Anarchists that have the _ serve to rid them of the surplus which encumbers the market . . 
audacity to demonstrate to the workers how their interest is To them armies are created with the sole view of furnishing · 
a~tagonistic to the interests of the bourgeois class, make no place a~d ran~ to those of their dependents by whom they would·. 
!111stake among themselves in properly defining thi.s antagonism, otherwise be importuned. To them, finally, these wars which 
~n order to find a basis for their governmental system. But here they pompously call "national,' ' making the hollow, sounding ·· 
is a still more damaging admission:- . . words "country,'' ''patriotism,'' "national honour," vibrate in 

. the ears of the naive-to them these wars are but pretexts for -
''Motives or pretexts are no more lacking under the new "small profits." · 

regime than they were under the old; but under the one as W a: upon "small profits" ! war upon all the .wars under- . 
"?nder the other, the true motive of every war is always the t;:tken m the name of the "country,, or "civilisation'' ! For . 
mte;est o_f the c_lass qr party in possession of the Government- th t t · t. · b · · d r h' 
an mterest which must not be confounded with that of the no,;v . . a. p~ r1~, is:n is egmnmg to ec me, t Is ~ew mockery 

. - CIVIhsat10n ~1s us~d a gr:at deal in launching the workers'. 
nat10n or the mass of consumers ·in th'e body politic; for as on a crusade. agarnst moffensive peoples whom the capitalists . 
~uch ~s the governing class or party is in~erested in the con- wo~ld expl?It, and. whose sole offence consists in bei ng . 
~muatwn ?f a stat~ of war, so · mqph is the nation governed behmdhand m reachrng that degree of development which we · 
_mterested m the mamtenance of peace.:' · have agreed to call present civilisation. 

~s to .the advantage which the governing class finds in the Ostensibly it is t.o punish a band of imaginary marauders-;-
contmuat10n of a state of war, the same author goes on to and secure our nat10nal preponderance that wars like the -
tell us:- , expedition to Tunis are undertaken, while the real object is to,. 

"War without impli~s peac~ within; tha~ i.s to say, a· period open up. a new country ~o ~he ·rotten financial operations of a . 
o! easy governme~t, durm~ which . the Oppos1t10n is reduced to few dub10us schemers; it is to secure a. free field to these · 
silence under pam of berng accused of complicity with the parasites upon the social revenue that the money wrunO' from 
enemy. .And, what is more desirable, above all when the the workers by t axation is expended in armaments ; it is to . 
Opposition is troublesome, and its forces nearly b~1ance those realise." small profits J' from the offices created in the conquered 
of the Government ? In fact, if a war be unsuccessful it - . countri~s that t~ese new markets, which enable the capitalists . 
~nevitabl.Y involves the downfall of the party which u-ndertook to get rid of their stale products, are opened with cannon shots, 
it; but if, on the other hand, it be successful (and it is not . that a. robust youth ~s im.poverished, that a multit'ude of young ­
undertak~n unless so.m~ favourable chances are assured), the men IS sent to perish m an unaccustomed climate or be -
part;y: whwh enga~ed m it and carri~d it to a satisfactory issue massacred by · people who, after all, are at home and are o~ly · 
acq~ires, for a time, a crushing preponderance. How many defending what belongs to them. ' · . 
motives are there, not to speak of the small profits to which it W~r upon these" small profits.,'' these expeditions to Seneg11l, _ 
open.a the way,. for not letting a favourable opportunity to make .. Tonqum, the Con go, Madagascar, for ever being undertaken in 
war escape!" the n~n;ie of "civilisatio.n,)) which has nothing to do with such , 

.As to the ' 'small profits," here is an enumeration of exp~d1~10ns, that are brigandage pure and simple ! We exalt 
t4em :- p~tnotism at home, and~ shoot or decapitate, as brigands or ·· 

"But, up to our own day, it has been the in.ferior classes pirates? those wh.o a1'e gmlty of nothing but defending the soil 
th~s~ whose influence coun~s the least, who have gener ally on w~1ch they hye, or of. having revolted against those who , 
furmshed the common wldiers. The wealt"hy classes have have imposed their rulersh1p upon them in order t o exploit and -

d b 
enslave them !. · · 

escape y a money sacrifice ; and this sacrifice, ordinarily very 
mo?erate, has been more than compensated for by the market Bu~ we shall hav:e t? return to this question in a special ' · 
which the state .of war offered to · members of the said classes chapter upon colomsation ; let us confine ourselves for the · 
upo1;1- whom the proscrip.ti.on· of foreigners and the · obligatio"n of moment to th~ P.atrioti~m of. the .governing . classes. Recent 
passmg through the military schools (access to which was in events have laid it b~re m all its lndeous reality. The secrets-, 
fact, impossible t.o the poorer classes) 'conferred the monop' oly of our armaments and de~ences betrayed, through the complicity 

f th t ffi 
' f h · 9f the employees of the bureau of the Minister of War · the , ? e remunera I ve o ces o. t e military pr?fession. Finally, d · ' 

if war be cruel to the conscripts who, accordrng to the forcible most isgraceful intrigues, operating with this whirlpool of ~ 
popular e;xpression, furnish 'meat for the cannon,' the billio~s to the detriment of the taxpayers' pocketbooks and the · 
departure ~f these impressed troops, brought up t6 farm secur~ty of t.he country! The Gov'ernment, instead of hunting··· 
labour or m the workshop, by diminishing the supply ·of down the gmlty, sought to cover them up, and throw a veil over -

the m?st shameless. turpitudes.! . \7V e behold the great man u-
* G. de Molinari, "Political Evolut ion in the Nineteenth Century." facturrng metallurglsts-:--Deputies for the most part, having old'-

• 
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-.military officers at the head of the list-becoming furnishers of sentenced to five years in the Leavenworth Penitentiary for each ktte1·, r 
-:::arms, cannon, armour-plate ships, powder, and other explosives,_ and a ten-thousand dollar fine. He got the limit of the law. He 
<to foreign nations, and delivering to them the latest engines of served six years, but through some agitation · recently aroused, he has 
.,destruction, ~ithout concerning themselves that these may one been "pardoned," and allowed to go free. 
'""day serve agamst our army, and contribute to the mass·acre of Broken in health and spirit, with his professional standing 
·those of our. compatriots whom they, in their capacity of practically gone, his case has stood like a giant rock for the 

11 h authorities,·and held the medical profession and others alike at bay . 
.. =gov~rnors, w1 . ave sent to the frontier to be pierced by bullets. 1 had no desire to become a martyred Dr. Elliott, but I harboured 
Is I~ not the Grand International Swindling Association . of a burning desire to undermine that law, not by waiting to vote it out 

-Jewish and Christian Bankers which owns our railways, holds of existence, but by crushing it out by action, for direct action will 
-the key of. our arsenals, and has the monopoly of our supplies? bring results that a generation of political action could never do. 
D bourgeois! Talk no more, then, of your patriotism! If you .In ·March, 1914, I brought out a monthly paper, the Woman Rebel, 

"cou.ld parcel out your" country," and sell it in shares, you would which bad on its banner, "No Gods, No Masters," and had for its 
do 1 t speedily ! · motto, " Working women, build up within yourselves a conscious 

What did you do in 1871, in the Franco-Prussian war fighting character against all things which enslave you." It claimed 
:Which ~erminated ~01: us, as . everybody knows, . in paying a~ that woman's first right is over her own body, to be a mother or not as 

- rndemmty of five b1lhon francs ? To whose interest was it to she saw fit; but such rights involved a knowledge of the means to 
pay this indemn.ity if not to that of the bourgeoisie alone in prevent conception. · The columns were thrown open for opinions, and 
order to remam sole master of the power to exploit the -letters poured in thick and fast from all over America. Seven out of 

· "' ~ountry ''? Now, in order to pay this indemnitv, upon whom nine issues were suppressed and confiscated by the Government, and in 
. did they." draw at sight -"? Upon the wo_ rkers 1 ~ A loan was , August the Federal grand jury returned a verdict against me of three 

d b indictments on twelve counts, or a liability of twelve years' imprison-
m!1. e, reim ursement for which was guaranteed by the taxes ment. But I had no intention to undergo imprisonment for simply 
whwh had to be levied, and which the workers alone have to discussing a subject. There was already printed, and. waiting in storage 
pay, since they alone work, and since work alone is productive in various parts of the United States, a pamphlet giving direct 

· o f wealth. Let us pause to admire this sleight-of-hand trick; information ·. on family limitation. The authorities heard of this, and 
The bourgeoi.sie, having. to pay the war indemnity, in order to were anxious to push my trial on the pending indictment, and hoped 

. -get the Prussians out of power, and pocket the taxes themselves, to frighten or discourage me from doing any further work on the 
had to bo~row th.e mon~y necessary to pay it; but as this money subject. The trial came up in October, and I asked for a postpone­
was no~ n?mediately m the pockets of the famishing workers, ment to prepare my case. The Judge refused it, saying I had had time 

··t he ca:p1tahsts alone subscribed to the loan, thus lending to enough to prepare it. I then took my own postponement, and left for 
;- .the01se1ves the money which they needed. But the workers Europe. Three days later there were one hundred thousand pamphlets 
-al~ne. will have t.o toil for ninety-·nine years to repay this loan, on family limitation passing through the mails into the various · 

1 d industrial sections of the country. 
f' p rmc1pa an mter est, which never entered their pockets. Th f I 
. B ehold capit. alistic "patriotism J• in all its splendour ! e act that am a middle-aged, motherly, harmless-looking 

A. person, led the Judge to allow me to go without bail, so that my 
fter this, let anyone deny that" virtue is always rewarded." leaving the country made the authorities quite furious. . They cleverly 

-JEAN GRAVE, in " .Moribund Society and Anarchy.'' 1 laid · a trap by sending a man calling himself a" comrade" to Mr. Sanger)s 
studio. This man sho-\ved great interest in my work, and after a second 
call of friendly interest got Mr. Sanger to give him one of the · 

BIRTH CONTROL IN AMERICA. 

There appears to be a movement on foot at present in America 
· which if successful will be the first vital step toward the overthrow of 
- .Puritanis~, as well as the slow but certain downfall of Comstockery in 
-- --that country. It is the Birth Control movement, and it has grown so 
· rnpi~ly in favour and strength during the past few months that in 
New York City alone there are two separate Birth Control Leagues- · 

·· -0ne consisting of members of the medical profession, and the other 
· mainly of feminists and peopie of feminist sympathies. 

It is now over forty years since there were placed on .the Statute 
- ~ook of the United States Government laws rushed through an. 
, upro~ri.ous ~nd hurried Con.grass in the last hour of March 3 (new 
.Admm1strat10ns assume duties March 4), known as the ''Comstock 

J L aws," which prohibited any matter passing through the mails which, 
~ in the opinion of Anthony Comstock, was " obscene." This implied ·a 
' r eligious as well as moral opinion. 

Robert R . Ingersoll and his followers arose at once to strike a 
· ~eadly blow at the religious part of the law, and succeeded so well that 
--a few years lat~r the law was modified, and religious prejudice was 

removed. iLet 1t be understood that it was not removed from the 
·:Statute B?ok until after there was no use for it. Ingersoll's propa­
":ganda ag~mst the .Church and rel.igion was so effective and widespread 
that by direct act10n and education he undermined the Church at its 

· very f~undation, and lef~ the stupid law hanging in Washington like 
' the dried shell of a -tortoise. When there was no use or no further 
· ~ nterest in the. law, the la~ma~ers secretly removed that portion of 
· it. But they tightened their grip harder than ever on the moral side 
· of. it, and. in ca_se. the word " ?bscene " should be too vague, they 
' st1pulat~d its meanmg, and combmed the causing of abortion and the 

prevent10n of conception under one title " obscene " and threatened 
.-: fi ve years' impriso':1ment a~d ~ :five~thous~nd dollar' fine for any o·ne 
who was found gmlty e>f this offence. The consequence has been that 

' thoug~ · many ha~e broken it by sending through the mail papers, 
"magazmes, etc., with nude figures in their pages, and have been 
i:Jlr?secuted for "obscenity," only one besides myself has openly defied 
this o~trageous law on the prevention of conception. This was 
Dr. Elhot.t, an .honoured me!llber of the medical profession, who, seeing 

'·the suffer~ng of poo~ ~nd m1se~able women, stated he would defy the· 
' law and give. out this mformat10n to those. who needed it. A few days 
,-~ater he r~ce1ved .two letters from different towns asking for his advice 
-one writer saymg she was the mother of nine children and had a 

· syphilitic husband, the other saying she had ten children and a husband 
~ o.ut of work ' thr.ough illness. Dr. Elliott. sent the necessary informa­
tion to both writers. The following week he was arrested, dragged off 

· to gaol? and con~ron~ed by a woman, a. Comstock spy, as the one who 
m ad written to him m both cases. He was tded, found guilty, and 

pamphlets on " Family Limitation." He left the studio, and in a few 
minutes· returned with Anthony Comstock, who had a warrant for 

- -Mr. Sanger's ar.rest, and a warrant to .. search -his premises, which was 
don~. . _. • . 

:- ·· They tll-tm-tried to induce him to.· tell of my whereabouts and my 
plans, on the promise of leniency; failing that, he was taken to gaol and 
locked up until bail could be found for him. His case is still pending4 
Tha Free Speech League has taken it up, and are trying to get it tried 
before a jury. It will no doubt be held over until the October Court 
opens. A few weeks following Mr. Sanger's arrest, some person or 
persons entered his studio, and a box 'of private letters written to him 
by me from Europe were mysteriously missing. ' 

In the meantime a tremendous indignation swept the country at 
Mr. Sanger's arrest, and brought with it an overwhelming interest in 
the subject of birth control. At last the great conspiracy of silence on 
this subject. was broken, and the capitalist press took it up from .all 
sides. One conservative daily has offered .a prize of £5 for the best 
letter on the subject of family limitation. . 

As I near the conclusion of the work which I came to Europe 'to 
do, the thought naturally comes to me, " Shall I return to America, 
and stand trial for these indictments ? " We who know the State and 
its machinery, know that it is not built upon reason, or justice, or upon 
a desire for human welfare. We know it maintains its hold upon us 
by force, and for me to return and expect to reason with a Govern­
ment which knows no reason, seems a childlike act. 

On the other hand, there is the danger of this movement being 
transferred from the control of the State· to · the control of the medical 
profession, which in reality is only an . exchange of high priests­
another Church which the workers must pass through with bended 
knees before they'can get the knowledge that rightly belongs to them. 
It is my desire that such knowledge should be available to every adult 
man and woman, but especially to the wo1·king men and women. 

There have been so many letters come to me these last few weeks 
urging my return, and requesting me to take up the working clas~ side 
of the fight, and fight the case against a growing tendency of class 
liberty and class privilege, that I have decided to return 'to America in 
the latter part of the summer, and stand my trial. 

I am not. fooling myself by thinking that the same magazines and . 
press which are advocating the idea of birth control by legal means 
are going to stand behind any one who defied and deliberately broke a 
sacred law and advocated it by direct means. I know too well the 
methods of the cowardly press, and expect little from them. But in a 
country where there is the latest scientific invention, and most up-to­
date machinery, if there exists by its side laws which execute ideals, 
and burn at the stake those who dare to speak and act . for freedom, 
then it is time such places were exposed, and their much-boasted 
freedom and liberty challenged. · 

MARGARET H. SANGER. 

The receipt of a~ free copy of this paper is an invitation 
to subscribe. ts. 6d. per annum. 
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Reaction· in Full Swing. · 

If the people of these islands, previous to the war, were not 
aware of what was meant by the term "·Prussian Militarism," · 
they certainly have no excuse for ' such ignorance now, as their 
rulers are s'~eadily adopting all the most hated methods of the 
ruling caste of "Germany. The teaching's of Bernhardi and 
Treitschke were held up as awful examples of what the doctrine 
of State worship would lead to; but instead of trying to avoid 
such ~vils, a brood of Bernhardis and Treitschkes have been 
hatched in this country, and the air resounds with their cries. 
"The State is everything, and everybody and everything must 
be devoted to .the service of the State ! We must have c;n­
scription for the Army, conscription for the manufacture of 
munitions, and conscription for all industries . i·equired by the 
St~te ! ': };.._ piember of the C/abinet says: ''The State needs 
money, and by one means or another,. if the money is here, 
the St·ate will have it." And a freak organisation called the 
.Socialist National Defence . Committee, which includes the 
egregious Blatchford, ·declares that "the State has a right to 
our· lives." Well, it seems to us that even Prussian militarism 
could not g9 farther .than that~ 

But if we examine these proposals closely, we find that they 
are all aimed at the workers; who are to do the fighting and 
the working. They are to be d1~illed in the workshops like 
their fellows are· drilled in the Army, and . in the name of the 
State they are to be drafted ·about from one place to another 
just as the officials in charge may dictate. When Asquith 
declares that "We shall fight to the end, to the _ last farthing of 
our money, to the . last ounce of our strength, to the last drop of 
our blood," he means to the last drop of ,, our workers' 
blood." 

The War Loan which is being floated with such a flourish of 
trumpet~ shows that the c~pitalists do not intend to spE;ind their 
"last farthing" on the war. In reality, it is a gigantic brib_e to 
t}le financial class and the middle cla~s. Those who have 
.plenty of cash will have their incomes almost· doubled by 
investing in the new loan. Even in the muzzled House of 
Commons a protest was raised. One Member said that "the 
conditions were extremely favourable to financial interests," 
while another told the House that "the people who were 
benefitting under the scheme of option were people in a large 
way of business, and the small investor was absolu'tely out of it 
'altogether." Of course he is; but the big :financiers are in a 
position to insist on a -" war bonus," and the Government will . 

. see they get it. At the Guildhall · meeting Mr. Asquith said 
'that" we" have something like £4,000,000,000 invested abroad, 
and these investments might be drawn upon . to :finance the 
war; . but he scouted the idea, a.s he said that "if we were to 
pay for the war in this way, we should end it so much poorer." 
So it is quite plain that they do not intend to pay for thB war 
if they can help it. And yet we remember the Premier in the 
early days of the war saying that no price was too high to .pay 
when freedom w·as at stake. 

As the cost of the wa1· must be met by somebody, our rule1:s 
. evidently intend to sque_eze it out of th~ workers; and for this 

reason they have- persu_~ded the Trade Union officials to suspen_d 
the rules ·and regulations which protect the workers, however 
slightly~ · from the rigours of exploitation; and not~ing now 
stands in the way of speeding. them up. - Their hours and 
conditions of labour -will be decided by compulsory arbitration,. 
with· a so-called impartial chairman appointed by the Govern­
ment; and if the pressure should prove intolerable, and they 
should dare to go on strike, imprisonment wiil be their lot. .A 
clause in the Munitions Bill says that Trade Union rules and 
regulatiqns sha}l "be restored at the end of the war; but that 
clause will be a mere "scrap of paper" unless the workers are­
strong enongh to enforce it theqiselves .. 

The truth is, that all the reactionary gang are taking 
advantage of the war to forge fresh chains for the workers,. 
who, unless they realise the danger in time, will find that while­
they have been straining every nerve to produce material for­
the "fight for liberty" abroad, their enemies at home have 
succeeded in planting the "Iron , ~eel" firmly upon their necks. 

WHAT IS THE STATE? 

The State! what is the State? Political Socialists, Labourists,. 
Liberals, and Conservatives have the word for ever on their 
tongues; but never do any 0£ them attempt to explain it. That 
is not their business ; their business is to get their hearers to 
swallow: the State pill, not to examine it. It is one of the words 
with which they conjure, while their dupes stand with mouths 
agape, mesmerised by their rhetoric. "All down the ages,"· 
saith the immortal Bakunin, "mankind has been crucified upon 
the altar 0£ abstractions." The State, the Government, the· 
nation, the community-these are . some ·of the words for ever 
uttered by the orators, but never explained by them : of ten 
heard, and never understood. 

\\Then we do set ourselves to fathom the word "State," we· 
find it turns out to mean the gangs of officials who sit on 
committees, boards,· councils, and in the Parliaments, and who­
devote their lives to so manipulating the wealth produced by 
mankind that the working bees get the mere wax, while the idle 
get the honey.- This and nothing more. All the · gigantic· 
labours 0£ these gentlemen on boards and in Parliaments have· 
not succeeded up to the present in giving every man three· 
square meals a day and a clean shirt, for the simple reason that,. 
so limitless is their maw, when they have done swallowing in 
superflu~ties there is very little left to the common people for· 
necessaries. 

Well, these gentlemen are the State. This State is the new 
saviour1 and the peopl~ are calling upon it to feed them, clothe· 
them, house them, marry them, and bury them. If these gentle­
men, the State, possessed all the wisdom and virtue which the· 
average mind sets down to them, there might be some reason 
why a people born of mothers who work in factories up to the· 

· eighth month of pregnancy, and sapped by vile town surround-­
ings, should give up what vestige of freedom remains to them in 
exchange for ·a well-regula'ted animal existence. Unfortunately, 
these gentlemen are among the most greedy, arrogant, and 
unscrupulous of their kind. All history teems with their· 
villainies. If the Church has been bad, the State has been 
worse; if the priest has been bad, the politician has been worse. 
The State has always bought the Church to further its design& 
upon the people. The politicians have always captured the· 
idealism 0£ the priests to make the people submissive, that they 
might the easier enslave and rob them. 

But at this point a school of philosophers comes forward (a· 
few of them sincere, but most of them well-known agents of the· 
politicians) and argues that the State is .not the officials who run. 
the people, but the collective will of .the people themselves .. 
But when this collective will is examined it will be found to be· 
another abstraction, another figment 0£ the brain. It is very 
true that in some countries, to keep up a semblance of this­
collective will and to make the poor silly people believe that. 

-they have some real power in the Government, they are given 
votes. But ·lest they should develop any will · of their own in 
the matter, the official gentlemen, the State, are very careful to · 
thoroughly settle beforehand who the people shall vote for and 
what they shall vote about. First 0£ all, the Parliamentary 
candidate is not chosen bif the people, but by some caucus 0£ f!·· 
party-Tory, Liberal, Labour, or Socialist. Then the people are· 
called upon to · vote for the selected candidate. But lest the 
people should develop any real will in the matter, every device~ 
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is practised by the' co~tupt ·political boss~~ to: prevent the people 
thinking their own thoughts, and to make them. think what they, 
the' liosses, would have them think. 

· '_The people, however, need not troubl.e about this, fodittle 
as is their freedom in the matter, their Member has no more 
when he gets to Parliament. First ·df all, he has to vote as the 
whips tell _him; next, the whips take their orders from the 
leaders; i.e., the gentlemen on the front benches; these, again, 
take their orders from that strange, mysterious body, the Privy 
Council; and this Privy Council takes its orders from the . 
money-bags-=-the capitalists and great ·financiers. And . there 
you have· the great political game unveiled. 

The Privy Council sits behind closed doors; no one knows 
what it talks about. It may be discussing a question of peace 
or war; it may send out an ultimatum of war to some foreign 
Power. .The people will not know, the talking gentlemen in 
Parliament will not know, until it is all settled. Then they will 
be told that they have to fight and to pay. That is their share 
in the State, that is their function in the so-called collective will 
-to fight and to pay! They have no will at all in the matter. 
It is all done by the gentlemen behind, sitting on boards and 
committees and councils. These hang together to defraud and 
deceive the people. So it has ever been; so it must ever be, so 
long as there are gentlemen sitting upon boards and councils, as 
experts engaged to ruri the affairs of the people, instead of 
the people, as of .old, ordering their own lives by· their free, 
spontaneous, open councils. 

So when you think of the State, you must bring before your 
min.d's eye the men who at present are the State and their 
doings . . Mr. Lloyd George and his insurance q~ackery; the 
same George and Rufus Isaacs and their Marconi gamble; 
Mr. Asquith 'giving his political pals £400 a year as a minimum 
wage, while denying colliers five shillings a day. 
_ Do not for a moment think that if you put into Parliament 
your most immaculate Socialists that they will turn out one whit 
different. Onoe there, they become a part of the vested interests; 
once there, they become a part of the Government; once. there, 
they have to run the Constitution, based upon private property 
and wage'.'"slavery. They may patch and mend this Constitution, 
but if they attempt to call in question its basis, they will be soon 
put outside. And by this time the best of the workers know 
that it is the basis alone that matters, and that so long as the 
capitalists own the land and tools of labour, and pay them a 
wage, no reform can secure to them more than a bare subsistence 
out of the wealth they produce. So what is the uee of sending 
men to waste time in sterile tinkerings with a system wrong at 
the root? What is the use of political action? 

Furthermore, Marx long ago proved in his book on "Capital " 
-that political power is an illusion. All power is economic·; it is 
power of money and property. So that the politicians have only 
power in virtue of the money and property that lie behind them. 
So that if you, the propertyless workers, should return a large 
majority of the 6'70 Members of the Ho~se of Commons, · you 
would not by this act gain power. The financiers, the capitalists, 
and· the landlords would still have the property; they would 
still be able to buy the soldiers and the policemen. They would 
not surrender .to you by virtue of votes or talk or parchment; 
they would suspend the Constitution and · fight you in the 
streets. · _ 

As politics only leads to this, why then waste more time with 
politics? Why not turn and instantly begin the serious business 
of preparing to fight them ? I do not by this suggest the fight 
as an immediate thing; I do not even suggest haste; I do not 
say that it may not take years to get our organisation perfect. 
I only say that as it is bou·nd to come, we are fools if we allow 
our masters to proceed with all haste with the perfecting of -th~ir 
prganisations to enslave us, while they waste our time in the 
wilderness of politics. Let us realise that politics is the game of 
our masters, while our business is to organise industrially . to 
overthrow their Government and free the land and machinery 
from profit, for use by the people. 
· . My last word about the State is, that we Anarchist Com-
1~unists do not want any State or Government to feed, clothe, 
house, marry, and bury us. We want the abolition of present 
society, and once more gain free access to Nature. This achieved, 
we are conceited enough to believe that we will be able to feed, 
clothe', and house ourselves better than any Government could 
do it for us. We further believe that we will be able to do the 
right thing toward each o~her from the light of our own · 

' conscience; without the force of soldiers; policemen, judges, and 
lawyers; if for no other reason, for the · simple one that we will 

· know that soldiers, policemen, judges, and lawyers are luxuries 
~hat cost money, and we will have to be taxed to pay fodheJ;r:J,; 

while they in their turn not-on'ly p~oduce nothing, but are always 
plotting against the freedom of the people. . . ~ 

Nature abhors the game ·of man governmg his fellow man, 
and never fails to visft it with decline, decay, and death. Her 
law is, thou shalt not grow wise by thy· fellows' wisdom,. thou 
shalt not grow strong by thy fellows' strength; thou shalt use 
thy own brain, thou shalt exercise thy own muscles. When . 
peoples depart from this law, they divide into two classes-hand 
workei:s and thinkers, doers and directors, governors and 
governed, bullies and slaves. The Government~ are always 
the bullies, the governed are always the slaves. Natur.e makes 
each pay the penalty for disused functions, and branBs the 
society so split asunder as corrupt. Every man should w9rk, 
and _every man should think. Woe to the society that 1contains a 
class of hands and a class 0£ brains. · Both of them are damned)' 
and the society is damned by both. · 

JOHN TAMLYN • . 

SIDELIGHTS ON SOCIAL · SUBJECTS. 

'l1he . newspapers have been laying much stress upon the 
plight of the . Germans, and the excessive · increase in the cost. of 
living in Germany, and figures have been quoted to prove their 
assertions. But the same papers unfortunately quote the wa:r 
prices of articles of consumption in England, by which it is seen 
that ther.e is little to choose between the British and German 
war prices, which have fallen heavily upon _t,ho workers in both 
counti'ies without a corresponding increase ·in wages. England 
must, therefore, cease to hug the delusion that she is especially 
favoured in this respe_ct. As if to emphasise the importance of 
this matte1·, the grim pages of the Return of the Registrar _of ' 
Births just published confront us. There we find that . children 
have been dying in London during the past thirteen weeks at 
the rate of 200 a week above the rate for the corresponding 
weeks of last year. During 1914-15 it actually · reached the" 
enormous total of 50,209. Is it mere coincidence, we would ask, · 
that these precious lives should have been sacrificed during a 
period when the ·demand for women's labour has reached a 
pitch . never before attained ? 'I'he mother forced by sheer 
necessity into the ind11strial.arena, eking out a miserable exist­
ence making officers' uniform~ at something less than 2d. an 
honr, or helping to "save)' the Empire by making shells to . 
blow men into fragments, is heedless of the fact that the sand&· 
of life are running out in her own wretched home, that the 
bal?ies are being slaughtered in a more horrible manner than 
l?Y the shells themselves. Y ~t the women shell-makers and 
others ha:ve l;>een called p~triots, and, possibly because, it is not 
sufficiently picturesque, no one has shown . up the scandal of 
this fresh horror, which must be laid, tog-ether with the war itself, 
at the door of Capitalism. 

Since the astute plan to create Labour Ministers has been 
put into practice an ominous change in the attitude of: the 
Govern!llent towards Labour has been noted in the daily press. 
The nervousness exhibited as recently as March and April ha& 
now given place to such statements as that whioh appeared in 
the Daily Chronicle. "Lock-outs, strikes, .and all incitements to 
them are 'to be prohibited, and there is to be compulsory 
arpitration with an impartial . tribunal. The other point is the 
need for greater mobility of labour. This is to be met by the 
organisation of a special' mobile .force' of workmen. The- force' 
will be .recruited voluntarily; :its members will be subject to. a 
special discipline ..... This last principle-the combination 
of a voluntary recruitment with a discipline which can be kept. 
strict because it has been voluntarily accepted · in the first 
instance-is one of considerable promise. It will be seen 
throughout the scheme voluntaryism prevails, and the co-opera­
tion of the men''s own organisations . is used as much a& 
possible.'' Only too well do we know the voluntaryism here 
referred to. Starve or enlist as an industrial .conscript. That 
is the alternative. No need for Lord J oicey, the well-known 
North Country coalowner, to regret tpat the M_:unitions Bill 
does not give power to deal with men as well as with munitions. 
That has now all been nicely arranged with the Trade Union 
leaders, who, in return .. for the Governmental favours heaped 
upon them, remind the wor.kers that they have got to be citizen& 
before they are Trade Unionists. No revolutionary ideal here, 
but orily the orthodox barking of the sheepdog. Another '11rade 
Union leader informs us that important as Trade Union condi­
tions were, national honour and integrity were greater and more 
important still; and, if necessary, the former must give 'way. 
Mean while the babies are dying of hunger, and the mothers are 
losing their husbands by the thousand. But not a single: 
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prophet has y~t arisen among the workers to expose. the crass 
stupidity and immorality of the whole business. 

Labour, therefore, being duly shackled. with the connivance 
ef the Labour Party, the Government has things all its own 
way, and promptly dispenses with even the semblance of legality 
it decently observed in the past . .- Being a law unto itself, it has 
made haste to pass several little emei·gency Bills in order to 
safeguard its own erstwhile uncertain life. One of the most 
recent achievements is the passage of an Emergency Bill to 
suspend the statute requiring newly-appointed Ministers to 
seek re-election. As one newspaper points out, this particular 
statute has often proved irksome, but was useful enough in. past 
t imes as a check on Court influence and political jobbery. We 
can only suppose, therefore, that the political atmosphere at 
Westminster has become so purified that the continuance on the 
Statute Book of such an Act constitu.ted an indignity entirely 
unmerited, and not to be tolerated longer. 

So profitable has the production of armaments proved since 
the outbreak of war that the report of Messrs. John Brown and 
Co., armament engineers, shows an increase of net profits from 
an average of just over £200,000 to £ 521,000 for 1914-15. Other 
firms have profited from this grim game of human slaughter to 
an equal extent. Contracts are also booming across the Atlantic, 
t he Westinghouse Electric Company having secured an order 
for 2,000,000 rifles, and are expecting another for nearly as large 
an amount. So lucrative has the armament business proved 
that the firm is considering entering permanently into the rifle 
and ammunition supply business, the impression being .that 
i ncreased armament, rather than disarmament, will be the 
sequel to the European war. A surmise that is more t,han 
likely to _prove correct unless the workers speak· out and act 

- with de~ision, for surely the day is coming when they will find 
it far more profitable to till fields for themselves · than to make 
shells and rifles for their· masters. 

President Wilson, we observe, has been fulfilling his mission 
of upholder of constituted authority and governmental order by 
issuing a warning to Mexico. His memorandum states that 
that country is "swept by civil w;;tr as by fire/ ' and while 

. disclaiming any desire to interfere or acquire any Mexican 
t erritory, it calls upon the Mexican leaders ''within a very 
short time'' to organise a Government with which ''the P owers 
of the world can deal," otherwise the United States will be 
constrained · to -decide what means it can employ to ''help 
Mexico to save herself and serve her people." We should 
have thought that with the spectdble before his eyes of the 
awful carnage caused at the dictates of the European 
Governments, President Wilson would have hesitated to urge 
the need for a Government to restore t r anquillity. . But his 
point is fairly plain-only Governments can save the people 
from themselves; . and even if it should only be effected by 
fire and sword, w:hy then how much better to be legally 
slaught.~red by Governmental authority than risk death during 
a revolution! But Wilson, as the representative of American 
capitalists, only: takes up the orthodox attitude towards revolt. 
A successful Anarchist rev·olution would have invoked a similar 
t hreat; and in the last resort it must be remembered that 
Mexico · is a .country rich in oils and minerals. In these 
circumstances, American interference would partake somewhat 
of the:. nature of a sacred act for the good of the suffering 
fr~ternity of financiers. M. B. .HoPE. 

"THE CHURCH MILITANT.". 

How they buzzed round the fires at Smithfield, 
The black, perverse, froward, reverend clergy ! 

. (Like June beetles round the hall lamp), 
Teaching the Gospel and knowing not the first word of it-

·. . More cruel, revengeful, bloodthirsty than the ignorant mob 
they instructed- · 

Blind, malignant, pom'pous leaders of_ the blind ! 

And so to-day round ·the fires of war-the flash of artillery 
and glance of bayonets 

(But at safe distance, impotent), 
Again the dismal brood swarms-hysterical, smirking, grimacing-

. Still as oblivious of all their Master taught, · 
Still going further than the thoughtless populace in their lust 

and frenzy, 
Still impious, blasphemous, sacrilegious, profane­
Gloating like harpies over the nation's sins. 

ERNEST CROS_~Y. 

"THEN-WHAT?" 
- .... -. :· •• ~ \ 1; 

rf a ma~ h.as:ri;t any mo:ney; -then-:--what r w en ; ,as aifarirs 
are now a~ranged, he has _a pr~tty po,or tinw of it. _ Wha·t's t he 
price Of any~hink? Why, so~ethink, and, usually sornethin~ 
more than it ought -to be. What'·s_ th~ n:eed for money f . Why'll 
just not any' need, if only men and wome~ behaved in a reasan­
able way. What do we spend our money on? What are we 
compelled tO spend our money on, or else go witlwu. t f Rent, 
for one thing; but t_here is no ne'C~essity for landlords ; ra•tes .of 
one kind and another, but there is no reason why we should not 
get on· quite comfortably without mayors, aldermen, borough 
councillors, poorhouses, hospitals, etc., and· no need to chairge 
each other for providing gas, water, electric ligh,t a:ncl power,, 
and so on. Mutual aid would do away with rates~ Tken we 
pay taxes, direct and ill.direct, which are expended by a close 
circle on an entirely useless Civil Service, on the Ar my a n cl 
Navy, on the Foreign Office, which misconduc.ts in secr·e·t and 
unchecked our international affairs, and on a monarch and R oyal 
Family, which are a picturesque and ineffective survival of tlrn 
bad old days, which, however, were no worse than t hese present 
times. We spend money on postage, a handsome profi. .t ' being 
made out of the sale of s_tamps and other postal facilities, thanks 
in pa.rt to underpaying and over working the staff. Other maim. 
calls upon a man's income are food, drink, clothes, cm all of 
which profits are made by manufacturer, sellers of raw material~ 
engineers, mine-owners, transporters, !lliddlemen, shopkeepers~ 
and others, incidentally, of course, as al ways by landlord s an.cl 
other parasites. Here it may be well to remind ourselves once 
again th~t goods shou_ld not be made for profi t, hut simply ta 
supply needs; -that public service should be rendered n ot for-

, reward, but in order ·to meet needs. Men should work to live 
and let live, not live to work. It is not necessary to go into 
further detail of the ordinary expend:iture of the ordinary· man 
-of the man who is a worker; enough has been said to show 
that the present need for money is almost entirely fact itious. 
Money is simply a token given for the output of work done or · 
for service rendered, and is in turn exchanged for the output of 
others, or for the service given by others. The foolishness lies 
in this fact, that the vast majority of men do not receive tfie 
tokens which are their due, ·and are compell,ed to give for what 
they need tokens which represent far more labour than that 
which has been or should have been put into the goods or the 
service they purchase. . 

Some years ago, long after I had reached what I believed to 
be my years of discretion, I was annoyed by a friend who aske<l 
me if I really ever had thought out -any important matter for 
myself. I indignantly replied, as would most men and women~ 
that of course I thought out things for myself. But by a series 
of simple questions he soon made me aware that, as a matter of 
fact, I was basing almost the whole of my ways of life upon 
sheer convention, some of which were no doubt good, but most 
of which were-equally without doubt-seriously bad. He 
made few. statements, and expressed few opinions, contenting 
himself for the most part with the use of that admirab]e little 

. word " Why ? " Why did I believe· this, why did I accept that; 
why did I do b'other thing, eventually awakening me to the fact 
that I was leading an utterly unthinking .existence. Among the 
other "whys" which he put to me was, "Why do you grind 
out your soul working for money ? '' To which foolish question .. 
as it then seemed to me, I naturally replied, "I need money." 
Then he said, "Why?'' And I soon found myself floundering 
in a sea of unreason, and he left me thinking. · 

I don't want to be proud and count myself _as un usual or 
eccentric in my want of thought , · Evil is wrought by want of 
thought is a phrase glibly used, but not many of us fully realise 
hQ w great and injurious is that evil. Indeed, there is little of 
evil in the world which is not the outcome of want of thought -: 
We readily accept the state of affairs which exists around us 
because it is very difficult to think of the possibility-we easily 
realise the desirability-of that state being radically altered. 
Men work out their lives for. a weekly pittance, because t hey 
have not thought whether there should be any need for moneye 
They obey their rulers without thinking out whether there is 
any need for any rulers. They pay rent, rates, taxes, and 
exorbitant prices for necessities and decent comforts and 
luxuries without thought. . 

When the majority of workers begin to think, then-what f 
Then the ·revolution. But, as Ruskin pointed out, before thece 
can be a revolution in things, there must be a revolution ia 
thought. It is t.he duty of each one of us Anarchists to sta.rt 
that revolution in thought whenever opportunity offer~ -oir 
whenever-which is more fr:equent-we , can make a.a 
opportunity. W. TEIG~MOUXI! SHOHo 

.. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE . NEW H~TTERNATIONAL. 

(To the Editcir of FREEDOM.) 
DE.AE CO:YRADE,:-Surely the . time for the reorganisation of the 

A»areh1st Int~rnat10nal movement has arrived. At the present 
~ome~J;~t~~ ~ulmg classes of Europe are busy_ trying to obliterate all 
31gns of. ~1v1l1sed progress. ·This _mad holocaust must stop, or at least 
a r?pe_t1t1on- of th~ san;ie must be rendered impossible, and that is the 
busmess of th~ Anarch1sts and extreme Socialists of the world. Secret 
diplomacy wrecks. t?ese plap_s' for peace. Therefore, the fatal impedi­
men~ o! Commums;t1c progress must be s_wept out of existence. Blind 
patr~ot1sm at t,he_ pre~ent time impedes the devel~pment of the finer 
sentiments of humamty. The lust for revenge-, the inordinate hate of 
the ~orkers towards others· ·of different nationality, is a source of dis­
appomtment to aH comrades. Many are pessimistic enough to think 
that . the International is a complete failure. Surely if it is a failure, 
:nothmg else can succeed, for only through the International movement · 
m:n we see the realisation of our ideals. 

When I say that the Anarchists and Socialists of the world must 
revolutionise the present system, I mean they- must broaden their 
propaganda. Before the war much was said and written of the 
Btrength of.th~ International ~o.vement. Many comrades reposed their 
ronfi~enc~ m its power and ability to cope with political and industrial 
emergencies, yet when the. crisis came the International movement 
tottered and fell. The result is that many Social Rev~lutionaries are 
denouncing their comrades in other countries for their' traitorous 
weakness_ in failing to stand firm for .the cause; but I hold that we 
ieonm~.des in the fight for freedom are nearly all to blame. Fraternal 
greetrngs and German o: British Anarchist manifestoes are all very 
well ; but why so late m the day ? Why were the comrades not 
agreed upon a concerted form of action? Such as had a premeditated 
~ourse to pursue were too few to . stem or even hinder the tide of 
swiftly moving devel~pme~~s that led up to the war . . It is the opinion 
cf !Dany comrades, m.cluamg _myself, that while pursuing local and 
:inational propaganda with admirable energy, we left the International 
movement behind. While inside our local groups and national leagues 
the ot~a~isation was goo.d, we forgot, or at least very much neglected, · 
the p1·mciple of International co-operation and combination. We must 
entirely regenerate and reorganise the International Anarchist and 
Socialist movement, and rear upon its fundamental principles and ideal 
a.11 aggressive °industrial fighting force. 

We comrades and industrial producers must be citizens of an 
united world, and ignore any official authority or ·tyrannical State. 
Under prevailing conditions, not only do we understand that we must 
s~ave to live, but o~r masters and sl!1'veowners intend that we shall only 
live to slave. Laws and proclamations are always detrimental to our 
liberty. 1.'he State is the chain that binds ·us down, and laws created 
and enforced by the State compose the pyramid of tyranny we suffer 
under. How can we have fr~edom while we have States? It is 
impossible~ ~s th_e workers only retain their ideas of nationality 
throug~ delusion, we comrades must dispel the delusion, for no matter 
w~at his race or colou;, the worker plays his 'part in production, and ill 
ilorng so ear~s the right to live, and not exist. Let us banish the 
distinction of colour and nationality. We are workers. We are 
comrades in a common cause, exiles in the land of ·our birth and 
?rothers. in bondage. ~et us unite, not only locally and nationall~, but 
i~ter~ati~nally. Our hberty has ?een withheld from us too long. The . 
time is ripe, and the moment fittrng for the overthrow of Capitalism 
and ~age-slavery. Let us as workers use the power we have to 
1estabhsh permanently the Co-operative Commonwealth of the Workers 
~f the World . ..,..-Fraternally, · 

THE AN A;RCHIST PRESS; 
(To the Editor of FREEDOM.) 

RoBT. S. WooD. 

PEAR CoMRADE,-:-ln your reuort of th~ Conference some mention 
is ~ade. of "the ur~ent need of' "reprinting many pamphlets." In an 
~rbcle m a former issue . of FREEDOM I referred to the matter and I 
suggest _again that. those_ esp,ecially-dealing with the basic principles of 
·An~rch1sm be radically revised and couched in simpler language. A 
glance at some of the old FREfEDOM pamphlets, such as K.ropotkin's 
"'Appeal t~ the Young," Ma1atesta's "Talk between Two Workers " 
:and oth_ers, will immedfately show that they have been unfortunate ln 
the matter of a translator. Andre Girard's " Anarchy" is however 
4:lxcellent· in every respect. For propa.ganda purposes we ~eed well~ 
spac~d, readable matter such as this; and I must also congratulate the 
publishers of . the" Last War" and " The Anarchist ·Revolution" on 
their ·excellent type and readability. 

Touch:ing th~ matter of. the Anarchist press, I should also like to 
11rge ~the 1~med1ate necessity of the movement having a printing 
mach1i:e of its own. At pre~ent we are too much dependent on the 
g ood:v1n. of ~he average ~rmter. ~ e should be able to print our 
~uQh~hons m ?ur. own time, and mstances could be quoted where 
.llDlmediate p~bhcat1on was necessary, but unobtainable. I have 
hroached the matter with ~t~er co~rades,. including George Barrett, 
and they all ~g~e~ that this 1s a p01r:t which cannot be too strongly 
urged~ ~he ,. 1~1t1al cost-. of the . ~achme and . the running expenses· 

. W':>uld be easily covered 1f the various groups sent up their printing 

· .a-

orders. Such thi.ngs as pamphlets, leaflets, progra~mes, social tickets, 
etc., are always m demand. Furthermore the movement would be 
amply repaid by doing away with the too-frequent passing round of 
·the hat for funds to run the Anarchist press. 

~n conclusio.n, I. sh?uld suggest that particulars of Marsh House, 
the Imes on which it is run, etc., be printed and circulated in the 
~~vem~nt, so that ~e might have many such examples of communal 
hvm~ m the p~ovmces,. as. well as here in London. This practical 
workmg out of Commumst ideas (as far as is practicable with the order 
of things that be) on these lines is to my mind as good propaganda as 
any I wot of.-With fraternal greetiug_s, yours, etc., · . 

LEONARD A. MoTLER.· 

PRO_PAGANDA NOTES. 

CowJ?ENB~ATH.-;-The members of this group claim that their band 
of enthusiasts is umque. In other districts any association of workers 
has some prominent figure as centre of attraction around which members 
:evolve ~nd have thei: being. We have no outstanding personalities 
m our circles, no gemuses, no Demosthenes · in our discussions no one 
individual utterance carries more weight than another. Therefore, 
to ou:selvei:; we have demonstrated the feasibility of Anarchy in matters 
not directly· concerned with production. Our Sunday open-air meetings 
also show that more prog1·ess can be made with Anarchist propaganda 
among the workers when the meetings are run in accordance with the 
theory of. Anarchy. Our method is for one comrade to start a discussion. 
and allow members of the audience absolute freedom of expression; 
we show our fellow-workers we are there to discuss with them not to 
lecture at them. Although not. advertised in the wiual man~er, we 
have had attendances of over a hundred at meetinas held outside of 
small mining villages. 

0 

A student of th~ genesis of present-day gigantic working-claEs 
movements would recognise in our movement many characteristics 
familiar to. him as peculiar to .the objects of his study. Taking the 
Tra?e U mons as a concrete mstance, they were born in a hostile 
environment, the authorities aggressively antagonistic ; the pioneers of 
Trade Unionism had initiative, and did not rely on men of ·another 
class to fight the masters; and, .lastly, the actions of the first Unions 
were consistent with their basic principles. . 

Our soci~l ac~iv.ities ~av_e for· their gqiding principle mutual agree­
ment. In this mi~rng. district the first Monday of June is an idle day, 
and a demonstrat10n is held to commemorate the institution of the 
ei!?'ht-ho?r day °?Y the Fifeshire· min~rs (before politicians recognis~d 
this. period o~ time .as a legal workrng day). This year, leadership 
ha:vrng long smce obliterated all traces of the spirit which impelled the 
mmers. te extort frm::r;i. the coalowners a shorter working day, and 
e?onom1c factors provrng too strong for the legislation enforcing the · 
e1.ght-.ho,:.:tr day, th.e .le.a?ers vetoed the demonstration; but our group, 
d1sclaimmg responsib1hty for any of those factors, arr~nged a motor 
drive to Crieff . . Any alteration in the prearranged programme was 
settled by mutual ~greem~nt, and this added materially to the pleasure, 
as every one admitted. Perhaps by thus giving workers a practical 
exa.m~le of ho;v c~mmunities can settle disputed points, without either 
maJority or mmor1ty rule1 we have done more good than any amount 
of speechifying. ¥1 e are not unmindful of our comrades in -other 
count~ies, altho.ugh devoting most of our leisure to local propaganda; 
and with the aim of destroying at least i;me of .the barriers to free 
intercourse between different nationalities, we ar!') learning Esperanto, . 
to enable us to correspond with groups who for similar motives have 
also learned it.. R. SELKIRK. 

INTERNATIONAL MODERN SCHOOL. 

. Lib~1·ty No. 3 has proved quite a success, judging from the number 
of complimentary letters -received. If you have not got one, send to-day, 
or we shall soon be sold out entirely. Vve are now busy setting our 
house in order to accommodate the little ones. We need chairs tables 
etc. The young bloods have done remarkably well since th~y hav~ 
taken over the · responsibility of their own school, and it is up .to the 
adults to encourage them in their stand for ideas Anarchistic. 

We thank our comrades for their help in lending Marsh House 
for our social, the "irresponsible kids " succeeding in making it a 
success. · · · 

Our rooms are . open. every night. F riday, reading; Sunday, 
4 p.m., lectures ai;d d1scuss10ns. (~e~ Libe1·ty for our activities.) 

June Donat10ns and Subscr1pt10ns.-Proceeds from the Social 
£2 5s. IO~d., School l ls. 3d.,_B. P. 3s., E. C. ls., S. T. ls., A. J. 6d., 
B. A. 2s., W. L. ls., F. Bosazza 5s., NL S. ls. 6d. 

JIMMY DICK. 

Ashburton House, Hertford Place, Globe Road, E. 

An Appeal for "Freedom." 
Owing to the war, our income has h€en serio~sly affected, 

and we ask comrades and friends to help our Guarantee Fund to 
the best of their ability. Funds are urgently needed to produce 
FREEDOM regularly. We hope for a good response to this 
appeal. · 
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MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

(June 3-June 30.) 
FREEDOM Guarantee ~nd.-G. D. £1, J. · L. Morgan ls, A. Hazeland 3s 6d, 

W. H. Brown ls, C. B. W. {id, S. Corio ls 6d, R. Gundersen ls 6d, ~·C. Cox 
lOJ, "Vegetarian" £2 10s. Marsh House (socials and sale of refreshment~), 
v(eek ending .May 29, Ss lO~d; June 5, 9s 9td.; June 12, 2s ~Id; June 19, 
18s O~d. . 

FREEDOM Subscriptions:---W. M. S. ls 6d, G. D. 3s, G. Teltsch 4s 2d, J. L. 
Morgan 2s 6d, R. Moore 2s, V. Whitty ls 6d, A. Hazeland ls 6d, A. H. Holt 

. ls 6d, Communist Library ls 6d, W. H. Brown ls 6d, E. E. Guerra 2s 9d, 
T. George 2s, A. Stratton ls 6d. . 

Interned Comrades' Fund.-F. Crowsley 5s, A Humble Helper 3s 6d, T. H. K. 2s. 

VOICE OF LABOUR GROUP. 

A GARDEN PARTY 
· In Aid of the Funds of " Freedom " and " Voice of Labour " 

. WILL BE HELD AT 

Plumb's Tea Gardens, Brent Bridge, 
Golder's Green Road, N. W., 

On SUNDAY, JULY 11 (from 3 till .11 p.m.). 

Ten minutes' walk from Golder's Green Station. Buses 13, 13n, and 83 pass 
the door. Indoor accommodation if wet. 

Dancing, Spm·ts, etc. 
ADMISSION, SIXPENCE. CHILDREN, THREEPENCE. 

THE MUTUAL AID GROUP. 

A GARDEN PARTY AND SOIREE AND BALL 
IN. AID OF OUR INTERNED COMRADES 

WILL TAKE PLACE ON 

SATURDAY, JULY 24, 
AT 

King's Assembly Rooms, 31 Cottage Grove, 
MILE- END, E. (opposite Burdett Road). 

Commence at 8.30 p.m., till 3 a.m. 

Tickft~, One Shilling each, can be obtained at Marsh Home. 

MaPsh House. 
' Library-Open every evening to comrades: . 
Thursdays-Discussion, 8.15 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays--Socia1 Evenings, 7 p.m. 
Saturday, July 17-Social and Whist Drive, 6d., in aid of 

FREEDOM and v OICE OF LABOUR. 

VOICE OF LA.BOUR. 
MONTHLY (15TH), ONE HALFPENNY. . 11 

12 7 OssuLsToN STREET, LoNDO:N, N .W. 

TWO NEW PAM PH LETS BY .GEORGE/ BARRETT. 
THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION 

AND 
THE LA.ST W .AR. 

Price One Penny each ; : usµal prices wholesale. 

'-'FREEDOM" MAY-~E OBTAibTE~ of · 
·London.-HENDERSONS, 66 Charing Cross Road, W.C. (Wholesale). . 

Modern Science and Anarchism. 
By PETER-·KROPOTKIN. 

112 pages; Paper Covers, 6d. net·; . also in Art iCa~bric, ls. 6d. net. 
:F9s~age;paper l~d., cloth 3d. 

· '~As a ·sui'vey of modern science in relation to society ......... this book would 
. be ha'rd to beat ... ...... The glossary of about 16 crowded pages is alone worth the 

price of the volume. "-Maoriland Worker. · 

Back Numbers of "Freedom." 
We can supply a few complete sets of FREEDOM from 1906 to 

1913, all in good condition for binding. Prices:- · 
1911 to 1914 ls. 6d. per year; two years for 2s. 6d. · 

1906 to 1910 2s. ,, five years for Ss. 6d. 

Prices include postage in the United Kingdom. 

PAMPHLET AND BOOK LIST . 
ANARCHIST COMMUNISM : ITs BµIs AND PRINCIPLES, By PETEB 

KROPOTKIN. ld. 
ANARCHIST MORALITY. By PETER KROPOTKIN. Id. 
THE WAGE SYSTEM. By P. KROPOTKIN. ld. 
THE STATE: ITs HISTORIC RoLE. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
EXPROPRIATION. By PETER KROPOTKIN. Id. 
DIRECT ACTION '!1. LEGISLATION. By J. BLAIR SMITH. Id. 
THE PYRAMID OF TYRANNY. By F. DoMELA NIEUWENHUIB, Id. 
LAW AND AUTHORITY. BY PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d . 

. THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By PETER KROPOTKIN, Id. 
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE. id. 
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. BY PETER KROPOTKIN, Id • . 
w AR. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By ELISEE RECLUS. Id. 
USEFUL .WORK v. USELESS TOIL. By WM. MORRIS. Id. 
THE INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST CONGRESS, I907. Id. 
THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL : A MARXIAN FALLACY. ·By 

W. TcHERKESOFF. ld. 
ANARCHISTS AND ESPERANTO. Id. 
THE JAPANESE MARTYRS. With Portrait of Kotoku; Id. 
ANARCHY. By ANDRE GiRARD. !d. -
NON-GOVERNMENTAL SOCIETY. By EDWARD CARPENTER. 3d. 
DUTY OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE. By H. Thoreau. 3d. 
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. With Portraits. Id. 
ANTJMILITARISM FROM THE WORKERS' POINT OF . VIEW. 

By Dora B. Montefiore. ld. 
RIGHT TO IGNORE THE STATE. By Herbert Spencer. ld. 
LAND AND LIBERTY : MEXICO'S BATTLE FOR ECONOMIC FREEDOM. 

4d.; postagP, ld. · 
FOR LIBERTY : An Anthology of Revolt. Cloth 7d., paper 3d. 
WOMAN'S FREEDOM. By Lily Gair Wilkinson. ld. 
w ARS AND CAPITALISM. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 

MUTUAL AID. By P Kropotkin. ls. net; postage 2d. 
MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONIST. By P. KROPOTK.IN. (American 

Edition). 8s .. 6d. net. 
FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. By PETER KROPOTKIN,, 

New and Revised Edition. Cloth, ls. net. 
THE CONQUEST OF BRE.AD. By P. KROPOTKIN. Cloth ls. net. 
MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. By PETER KROPOTKIN. A 

New Translation. Paper 6d., Cloth ls. 6d. ; postage lid. and 3d. 
GOD 'AND THE .STATE. By MICHAEL BAKUNIN. Cloth ls. net, paper 

6d. net, postage ld. 
ANARCHISM AND OTHER ESSAYS. By;EMMA GOLDMAN. 4s.6d.neb. 
PRISON MEMOIRS OF AN ANARCHIST. By A. BERKMAN. 6s. 6d. 

net, post9.ge 4d. _ 
ANARCHISM. By Dr. PAUL ELTZBACHER. 6s. 6d. ~ postage 4d. 

NATIONAL LA.BOUR PRESS, St. Bric.e's House, Salisbury Square, Ffoet 
NEWS FROM NOWHERE. By WILLIAM MORRIS. Paper covers, le. 1 

cloth, 2s. ; postage. 2d. . 
A DREAM OF JOHN BALL. < By WILLIAM MORRIS. _ 2s., postage 3d. 
FAMOUS SPEECHES OF THE EIGHT CHICAGO ANARCHISTS, 

Street, E.C. (Wholesale). · 
W. REEVES, 83, Gharing Cross Road, W. 
B. RUDERMAN, 71 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields, E, 
J. , J. JAQUES, 191 Old Street, City Road, E.C. 
QuICKFALLS, 238 York Road, and 61 High Street, Batteraea, S.W. 
~SENBURG, Cleveland Street, W. · 
F. BENDY, 270 York Road, Bridge End, Wandsworth, S.W. 
STEv;1rns, 51} High Street, Islington . . 
GOLUB, 10 Osborne Street, Whitech'tpel. 
SU:GARMAN, 329A Mile End Rm.d, E. 
J. ·YATER, 114 High Road, vVillesden Green, N. w. 
H. ELLIOT, 329 Lillie Road, Fulham, S. W, 
J. WINTERS, 196 Church Road, Willesden, N. W. 
J. FLEET, 109 Upper Street, Islington, N. · 

Birmingham-=-NATIONAL LABOUR PREss-100 .John Bright. Street. 
Manchester.-H. SEGA'Ls, 99A Great Dncie Street, Strangeways (Wholesale), 

· HRWKIN, 14A Cannon Street. 
. M. Robert, 86 Grosvenor Street, Corner of Brook Street, 

Liverpool.-E. G. SMITH, 126 Tunnel Road (Wholesale). 
. CHAS. J. GRANT AND SoN, 8 and 9 Lord Street Arcade, 

STANLEY'S, 30 Lime Street. 
Coventry.-0. Lloyd, Market Stall. 
Yeovil-W. R. FQwler, 5 Sherborne Road 
Dubliri.-J. C. Kearney, 59 Upper Stephen Street. 
Glasgow.-D. BAXTER, 32 Brunswick :::;treet. 
Bristol.-J. FLYNN, Haymarket. . 
Dundee.-L. MACARTNEY, · 203, Overgate, 
Cfardiff,...M, CLARK, 26 Wood Street. · 

ls 3d, postage 2d. 
WHAT IS PROPERTY 1 By P. J. PROUDHON. 2 vols. 2s., postage 4d. 
THE EGO .AND HIS OWN. By MAX STIRNER. 2s. 6d. net. 
ENGLAND'S IDEAL. By EDWARD CARPENTER. 2s. 6d. a.nd ls., post. 3d. 
CIVILIZATION: ITS CAUSE AND CURE. By E. Carpenter. Cloth 

2s. 6d. net; paper ls., postage 3d. . . 
A VINDICATION OF NATURAL SOCIETY. By EDMUND BURKE. 

ls. and 6d., postage 2d. and ld. 
WALDEN. By H. THOREAU. ls. and 6d., postage 2o. and ld. 
THE ORIGIN AND IDEALS OF THE MODERN SCHOOL. By 

FRANCISCO FERRER. Cloth 9d. net, paper 6d. net, postage 2d. 
FREE POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. By L. SPOONER.' ls. net. 
LIBERTY AND THE GREAT . LIBERTARIANS. Compiled by 

C. T. SPRADINq. 6s. 6d. net, postage 4d . 
THE SCIENCE OF SOCIErY. By Stephen Pearl Andrews. 5s. net. 
SEL.ECTED WORKS OF VOLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE. 4s. 6d. net;. 

postage 4d. · . · · . -
THE SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MODERN DRAMA. By 

Emma Goldman. 4s. 6d .. net ·; postage 4d. ' · 

All orders, with cash, should be sent to 
FREEDOM PREs~; 127 Oss.u~LsToN STREET, LoNDoN, · N.W·. 
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