
A JOURNAL ·OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISlVI. 

VoL. XXIX.-No. 317. SEPTEMBER, l9l5 . . MONTHLY: ONE PENNY .' 
-----------

NOTJ£S .. 
. The Triumph of Action~ 

The settlement reached in the South Wales coalfield in July 
by the agency of Lloyd George and Co. was not of . a long 
rluration. For as soon .as the awards were published it was 
obvious that the terms upon which the men had been induced to 

· go back were not going to be fulfilled. Whilst the award was 
given to the major portion of .the coal workers, the engineers, 
banksmen, pumpmen, and stokers, all members of theF'ederation, 
were excluded from benefit. "Divide and conquer," is a good 
maxim, and mjght have had some influence in drawing up these 
terms; but we are glad to no!e it was not the easy coup that . 
Runcirnan' imagined, for without awaiting any instructions from 
beadquarte:rs, and despite ·the 1\11\rnitions Act, eight hundred men 
left one pit immediately the trickery was known. They were 

-·quickly follo\Yed by the men at . other pits. Thus the leaders 
were compelled to take action, and, confident in their own 
st,rength, the m~n put forward their claim for the award all 

' round. This they have had conceded to them, and the miners 
can rest content, confident in the knowledge that the power they 
possess is greater than all the forces of law and auth9rity, ~nd 
right]y used can be a · valuable asset in th~ fight for freedo:r;n. 

The "Labour Leader " Raid. 
Much ado about nothing has been made over the recent raid 

by the police on the offices of the Labour Leader in Manchester 
and Lon, don. We fully expected tha~ the editor and printer 
would be· sent to the Tower, to be shot at da~n; ·but when a~l 
was sa~d and don~ it ~~oun,t~d to a summons to show cause why 
~ertairi. papei;~, pamphlets, and type sh<?uld not be destroyed as 

. ~hey "contain . statements likely to . prejudice ~is Majesty's 
:;refatiOn . with Foreign Powers; and the recruiting . and discipline 
of his 1\!{ajesty'~ ' fo1ices." In other words, free expression of 
-Opinio~ in the press ·: is I\Ot allow~d · ip Britain since the · wqr 
sta~t?d, ; and the Laboiw Leader's offence was in. maintaining 
its "~nt:i-militarist propaganda, ,its , international ideals,. and its 

· ~riti~ism qf -tl,ie po.licies of pie Fo:r:eign Offices responsible for 
the· war~ . The Labour Leader thus: stood out in vivid contrast 
to the Jingo vapourings of the Socialist organs generally, and 
this a:ttempt at suppression is proof that their words have struck 
horn~~ . 'J)e worst featu.r,e.:w.as .hearing tlie case in camera, which 
is a · revivaJ of · Star Chamber methods. We do 'not think -the 
Taid will act as ·a deterrent to those who are determined to 
~arry oh the propaganda which they think good; but at the 
same t~me it gives a good insight into the fear of criticism and 
light which pervades the official mind. Perhaps the .. Iove of­
Governments, th~ special virtue of State Socialists, will receive 
a rude shock which may be for their good in .their conception of 
a future society: Any~vay, the real character and purpose of 
Governments and authority is once more revealed. 

Stifling Critics. 
The Daily &f:·,press is enj oying itself in a facetious . style with 

a da~ly paragraph on " Peace Cranks." In this paragraph the 
meetings and doings of those bodies opposed to war and to 
conscription are recorded for the consumption. of its highly 
intelligent and civilised readers. It .is a compliment at times to 
be called a crank, especiaUy when it distinguishes the appellant · 
from the shrieking horde of small-mirided patriots who mis­
guidedly imagine that the acme of civilisation has been reached; 
and freedom will be obtained by the slaughter of our follow men 
in other coU:htries. Their methods, however, are on a par with 
their conception of justice, for / they ask for particulars of 
meetings of these bodies, and urge their readers to go, as they 
say, "in order that the case for Great Britain and those· who are 
fighting for her II1ay be heard." . There is never any fear of 
open discussion, but by iµference these noble patriots are invited 
-to smas~ up the meetings. · Pon't argue; throw a brick ! 

Tsar " Honours" British Soldiers. 
Notices · of awards for distinguished conduct in the fieid 

appear so regularly and so frequently that for the greater part 
they ·are unnoticed. But a recently 'published list was followed 
by an announcement of more tban usual interest. Following 
upon the list of awards of D.S.O. 's, military crosses. and other 
gewgaws, was the striking announcement that "His Imperial 
Majesty the Tsar" had conferred certain honours upon British 
officers and men, "with the approval of his Majesty the King." 
We wonder how many of those who ·read it remembered that 
his Imperial Majesty also · decorated members of the " Black 
Hundred," the gangs of murderers whom hA employed to crush 
the revolutionary movement. The Daily Telegraph says: "The 
confernient of such a multitude of honours is a very notable and 
u,nprecedented mark of the closeness of the friendship between 
the two Allied nations." That is a lie. These decorations are a 
token of the friendship that 'exists between the British Govern­
ment and the Government of the Tsar, the man whose brutal and 
ploodthirsty . t;reatment of his, own people has made his name 
.stink in the nostrils of evei·y lover of freedom. It is a sign of 
degradation for any man to be " decorated " by such a 
scoundrel. · 

Striking a Criminal Offence. 
We commented last month upon the working of the Munitions 

Act, and we give below an extract from a report in Forward of a 
prosecution under the Act of forty workers at Paisley for leaving 
work. This is but one of many cases reported in the same pa.per. 
One or two of the men convi?ted ha~ actually been "paid off":-

"Not only have these forty Trade Unionists been convicted 
0£ having .. struck while employed on Government work; and 
sentenced to pay a fine of 5s. each; but, and mark this, should 
the finea not' be paid within seven days from the date 0£ 
imposition, each defaulter can be sent. to prison for · five days. 
That means , that a Trade Unionist who withholds hie labour 
for the highest price, or £or better conditions, is a criminal in 
the eyes 0£ the law, and may be ·Sent to prison along with 
thieves and other gentlemen of anti-social tendencies. Yet the 
Labour Party, Hea;ven help us, blessed . the Munitions Act with 
both hands ! .. As Norman· Angell would say-' The Prussian 
is really in our midst.! ' and heartily· welcomed by ·some who 
ought to be throttling him." 

The Labour Party ar~ too busy helping to carry on their masters' 
war to worry about the workers' war. 

• 
Why Jaures Died. 

Some remarkable information has· j'ust been go!ng· the rounds 
concerning a conversation by Jean J aures, th~ ~rench Socialist 
Deputy who was murdered upon the outbreak of the war. Thi,s 
information gives a different complexioJ?. to the assassination, 
arid shows in whose interest it was that he should be removed. 
The conversation took place on July 31, the ·day of his · death, 
with Charles Rappaport, and . the most important part is 
published in the Be1rner Tagwacht (S~is's) :-

" To the journalists who had gathered round him, J aures 
said: 'Are we going to be drawn , into war only because 

. Aerenthal (the Austrian Foreign Minister) has not paid the 
bribe of 40,000,000 francs which he had promised to 
Isvolsky (the Russian Foreign Minister) as a recognition 
for services rendered in connection with · the Bosnia-Herze­
govina affair? Are we going to shed the blood of the nations 
of Europe . because Isvolsky sold his country, because in the 
end Aerenthal did not pay the blood money ? " 

J aures knew enough of the dirty business ·of international 
politics to be dangerous, and maybe time will prove that he was 
r.ight, and that the whole campaign ·of murder and rapine will 
be found to be the result, as we have often said before; of the 
rapacious ambitions of the governing cliques. 

I 
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SIDELIGHTS ON SOCIAL . SUBJECTS. 

There is a rift in the lute of the Conscriptionists, for some 
British patriots are disco-vering that the Allies are all dependent 
upon Britain's ability to produce:-" The stored p0wer of the 
Allies is the machine of British industry. And from that 
machine we have already withdrawn the labour of nearly four 
million men. We have enormously increased the numbers of the 
Allies but we have impoverished their effective strength. · It is 
as tho'ugh we had built Dreadtioughts, and forgotten th: boilers." 
As a remedy for this, the Daily News-so express1 ve of the 
hereditary shopkeeping spirit with which Nature has endowed all 
true Britons-unburdens itself by insisting that '' we must cut 
down our consumption to the barest .limits. We ~ust look. at · 
every personal extravagance as crimmal, a! every mterrupt~on 
of labour as a blow struck for Germany, at every obstr~ctive 
claim of capital, such as the private control of coal minAs, as a 
thing to be brushed out of our path. For it is clear as noonday 
that the war of the trenches is only the visible expression of the 
war of the nations. The real war is being fought in the field of 
industry, and it is against'the industrial power of the country­
that power on which the motive force of the Alliance depends­
that the Conscriptionists are directing their fatal attacks." 
Although as anti-Conscriptionists w~ have always opposed any 
interference with the few liberties still remaining with us,, we 
can have no sympathy with the capitalist position here presented. 
We hold that a real war should be fought between Capital and 
Labour in the fields of industry, but. that the war being waged 
in the tren.ches concerns the Government, and not ourselves. 
Should the Germans invade England, the worker can shoulder 
all his possessions and march away-the landlord, employer, .and 
capitalist are ' forced into hoodwinking the propertyless rnto 
defending them. The Daily News may succeed in m~king 
Labour - see the futility of building '' Dreadnoughts without 
boilers;'' but surely Labour should recognise the greater futility 
of building Dreadnoughts at _all.~the outward and visible signs 
of that force by which all vested in.~ere~ts are pr?tected. 

Out of 108 resolutions ~ppeating in the agenda of t~e Trade 
Union Congress, five are in connection with the war. One 
standing in the name of the Parliamentary Committee commences 
'bJ expressing its. oppDsiti.on ~O all sys.tem'S of militarism as a 
clang.er to human progress; 'cdn'.siders the ·presen't action of Ureat 
Britain and 'her Allies · as , icotnpletely jus·tified, and ends .by 
pledging itself to assist ' the·\ Gove!nment, as ; far · as possible, i.n 
the succes-sful prosecutiotl .::0f the war. -' In, _contras~ t.o ·th.1s 
mighty outpouring . of.1 the official mind · stands :a,. Tesb~rit1on rn 
.the name of the · A;malgama-ted . liiabourers' Union, u.Fging the 
·desfrability ofeffecting ia cessation of .hostilities' con:sistent w~th 
national freedom and iJ..ati0nal honour, and calls o.n the 'P.arha­
·tuentary Committee . to . formulate and advocate terms of peace 
-satisfactory to the working,"class: These ~wo l'esolutions give 
·some indication of . the · difference :in outlook which has been 
growing for years .betwe'en "Official Labour arid the workers . 
. The latter, despite their f~ilure to understand the political ideal 
of their leaders, have allowed tqer.ri~elrves to be steadily dragooned 
·bv them. So great has been the power possessed by the officials 
composing the Parliamentary ' Committe~ ; that this. body . h~s 
actually felt itself competen~ . to s>peak for Labour. At the 
outbreak of the European war, no special Congress was 
summoned, and since that time these men · have not hesitated 
to give the Government promises for the docility of Labour. 
'That hard-won Trade U nionrules and regulations were abolished, 
that Labour was fettered as never before, was nothing to them 
so long as these self-righteous officials could boast of being 
citizens first and Trade Unionists afterwards. But the rank­
and-£1e are beginning to realise that the Labour leaders of 
Europe have more than made this awful war possible-have, in 
fact, been as guilty as the Governments they cringe to., Happily 
there are indications that the workers are beginning to grasp 
the truth that whoever wins this war, they lose. Let them insist 
on a speedy peace,. and .on the ruins of the old Trade Unionism 
-rendered finally impotent by the action of their own officials­
build up a greater and stronger Unionism that shall finally .give . 
them control of the means of life. But we fear the 108 resolu­
tions will not go very. far towards achieving this revolution. 
Get ready to act, and leave talking to leaders and officials. 

The recalcitrant South Wales miners are again planting the 
proverbial thorn in ~he Governmental side. As we anticipated, 
the ·Goyernment being forced· into unwilling capitula·tion on 
July 20, is .now endeavouring to deprive the min~rs of some of 
the fruits of vict0ry . . Once the principle of · arbitration is 

accepted, and Oonciliabion Boards set .up, there exists t~he whole 
complex machinery of the law to aid th~ governing powers to 
entrap those whose claims are considered. The South Wales 
miners may not be well versed in the man-made law of the 
land, but they are fortunate in knowing just what they want. 
Moreover, they have spirit and tenacity." The Press, as usual, 
describes the men as disloyal, perverse, and traitorous; butJ. 
keeps silence about the trickery which has been practised in the 
past to deprive them of the fruits of their labour, and make 
subjection doubly sure. Let the men e4hibit the same dauntless 
attitude, and refuse to be cowed by the bullies, who are in their 
hearts mortally afraid of the new spirit now being manifested. 
The Government may find it expedient to nationalise the coal 
mines, but the men will know enough to realise that this would 
not end their grievances. As State servants, they may con­
ceivably enjoy less liberty and be no better off. Industrial 
conscription is becoming a very real factor jn the. li~e of the 
British workman ; and though we have found capitalists who 
have in their own interests opposed Conscription for milital'.y 
purpose~, we have not fonnd any willing to 'raise their voi.ces 
a{J'ainst the greatest danger at present threatening the workrng 
c~mmunity. Let us beware of such high thinking as "the 
curtailment of our liberty is necessary for national survival.'' 
The disinherited have no country-only class wai·fare need 
concern them. 

The doctors of divinity are at it again,, endeavouring to 
reconcile the apparently irreconcilable. President John Gri~r 
Hibben, of Princeton University, declares the. present wa~ does 
not prove Christianity to be a failure, but rather it is giving 
Christianity its supreme test. Is that why we read in the daily 
press . that ''a . £5 . bon.d (War Loan) rep'resents the cost of a 
thousand cartridges, the bullets of which should kill at least ten 
Germans at the · hands of our soldiers ? · Is not that worth 
saving for?" We prefer to say that both Christ'ianity and 
Civilisation have been weighed in the ,balance and found 
wanting. 

The latest device for the chloroforming of Labour appears 
in the War Loan bonus. The workers in Vickers ana Co. have 
only to be diligent, efficient, thrifty, punctual, and' 'subscribe to 
the War Loan" a·nd behold. a generous, paternal . i:nan 'age~erit 
decides that · to him that hath. shall ' b~ .given ' mor'e. Thus · by 

:sl,lbscribing ls: ·or more per po.hi:1d of 'wages,:'the ~qrkef . gets 6d. 
per pound Jrom ·· the firm~ " OtHer" ~:in'ployer~ 1hitve .· r6llowed '.. this 
wise .example,. SO it 'VOUld' See'rn'' to p'ei only a ·pJ:ittter 'of' tim~ befo~e 
each really deserv:in:g workman becotlie·s . 1~·. capit~ll~~. · ·: We n,ee1d 
waste no ·more sympathy upo':d ·th,e · I;teedy · ~':iid. 1~ne ' P,oor, hard­
woi·king though ·they (b(;l'. '. · · ~lh'e . ':rrade· .Unions· 'h,ave · iny~ste<i 

·v~rious sums· in War Loan . . ·. 'rhe 'Boilermake!rs)' .Sc:>C)ety ' holds 
£so;ooo of st.ock; "and · th~ ·co'm;i:cil -of the Gen·~:htl :F 'ederatib'n of 
Trade . Unions ' pdsse~s '£2:0,QOO · :w'orth'."' ,. ':J3ufr · the' 'old". Trade 
Unions are doomed; · Whv, the'refore, should we" critieise 'such 
wisdom ? · ·1 • ' "' • • i "·. · " "· . \ · M.: B.. HoPE. ' 

·;,. )'ii .,1 !.·· 

"THEN~WHAT? '· ~ ... ,, · ' 1 

..:......:___~ '. .. 

Being a very igrlora:nt< p;ersbn/ 6}, p~i·h'aps~ · v'ery i simp~e, ·1 
have been ; much hoth'..ered Jately hy,"a word "which has ' been 
frequently used in, conµecti6n with t,he pi·esent .cris.J.s. It is the 
word "economics." . So, naturally, I have ~ad · re'c~urse to ·a 
dictionary · to enlighten my ·: dar:kriess. There I find ·that 
economics means ''that bra.nch of political-economy which treats 
of exchangeable: things, and of the laws which regulate their 
exchange." Dear, dear~ is that all ? So that the economic crisis,. -
with which we and Germany, and most of the civilised world, 
are faced is simply some bother about exchanging things. · So 
no longer will I grumble that we · are a~ war, that thousands of 
men are losing their lives and limbs, ·that thousands of homes 
are being rendered desolate, that the major part of Europe is 
a great welter of blood ' and horror and outrage-it is all quite 
worth while, for if nations did not exchange exchangeable 
things, where on earth-or in hell-would be our capitalists? 
If they were destroyed-then, what ? Nothing much, except to 
them! 

After all, this war is simply a matter of commerce, that is to 
say of pro:fi t making-the exchanging of manufactured and_ other 
products. The world is :fighting for markets, that's all. And, 
of course, it is quite right and proper that thousands of workers 
should be slain in this employers' war. Employers must be 
preserved; without them where would the workers be ? We 
must protect our protectors. W·e 'rm;ist support the · capitalists 
who employ at the lowest possible wages and · for the longest 
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possil;>le. hou~s the workers who prodµce exchangeable things. 
Everytbrng is for the best; and ·will' be better than best when 
t~e war is over, .and th~. r1cher-t4an-ever capitalists out of the 
krndness of t~e1r good hearts ;i-eturn to the workers all they 
hav,e lost .durrng the strife? and also raise their . wages and 
reduce their hours of labour. · 

· Economics are just as false a product of our civilisation as 
are the many other things-property, for example-which are 
used to keep the workers in their place-at the bottom. As 
usual, false conditions cannot stand any strain; they break down 
when te~ted out. rrhere .is no need for -England to exchange 
gnods with any other country, except for a few articles such as 
tobacco and, possibly, wine. Even those we could produce if 
needs be. Tea, coffee, cocoa, and many other articles which we 
are apt to look upon as necessaries we could get along without 
quite well. But, wjthout urging this point, the fact is that we 
could, working much shorter hours than at present, easily 
produce all the necessaries of life, and all the comforts, too, 
in.o1;1r own country. That is to say, if the landlords and other 
privileged robbers would allow us to do so. But then that 
would put an end to economics. For in order to be able to 
excha:-ige pr?ducts, you must pro?uce more than is necessary. 
That is precisely what our capitalists force us to do in regard to 
tpose .things that it pays them to exchange with other countries. 
That is the rock bottom of all economic crises. The capitalist 
does not care a damn what he turns out-or rather what his 
workers turn ou~-s~ lo_i;i.g as he . can exchang~ it to' his profit. 
The welfare of lus ne1ghbour is nothing to him. He denies the 
~act that the only work which a man is truly called 0n to do is 
Just as much and no more than is absolutely necess'ary as his 
contribution to the ,production of the necessaries and essential 
comforts of life. Men are not meant to be beasts of burden to 
~he profit-mongers. For. what end are profits made? Simply 
rn or.d~r .t~at a s~all sect101:l of mankind may live in unnecessary 
and IDJur10us luxury. If it were not for economics the world 
could Jive at :peace. But as long as there is competition for · 
markets on which to unload surplus products, so long . will there 
be war. W. T. SHORE. 

FREE CHOICE OR COMPULSION? 

Wr.iting jn the Daily Chronicle of Aug. 12, Edward Carpenter 
P,Uts forward a strong plea for the Voluntary principle as opposed 
to. · Oom,Pul~ion . . .After pointing out that the .Army has been 
raised to . its. present enormous size without Conscription, he 
says (the italics are ours) :- · 

· " In the face of this great object-lesson in the value and power of 
the Voluntary principle when the heart of a nation is once roused, it is 
more than probable that the outcry in favour of Conscription which we 
are .hea~ing_in some quarters is really an anti-d,emocratic political move, 
havmg m view the scotching of the ?'ising powe1· of the masses . ... 

''It is hardly possible to exaggerate the danger which Conscription 
bri?gs with it-the danger of putting into Governmental hands a weapon 
~~1c~ at any future time may be easily used not only for carrying on an 
11~1qmtous war abroad, but for repressing the democracy at home. In 
view of . the notorious way in which private cliques in the modern 
nations are able to 'collar' Governments, and run them for their own 
ends, this danger is of the most serious order; and no institution which 
would tenq to increase it should be allowed. 

. -"This argument seems to ·me final. Whatever may be said for 
Conscription in France or Germany, ,or elsewhere, or might be said in 
tha case. of, ~ur having" a true citi.zen Army under a thoroughly 
?emo~rat1c regime, cannot well be held to be applicable here and now 
1i:i this country, where Government is still so much a matter of class, 
a?d .the democratic principle-especially in our foreign policy-is still 
so httle assured. Let us, then, resist the Conscription idea to the 
last, and hope, indeed, by standing out to dissiiade the other nations oj 
.the wo1·ld frnrn it." · 

· The writer, while a~knowledging a moral duty " to help his 
country in its hour of need,'' insists on the condition of "each 
person retaining a free choice as to what his particular activity 
should be ..... What we yvant is the general acknowledgment 
of duty . and the general insistence on free choice.'' Ed ward 
Ca_rpe.nter then goes on to point out a wider application of this 
principle than merely for war service :-

"So far the .acknowledgment of duty of this kind has been a thiDg 
utterly neglected in our social life. Indeed, one may almost say that 
the evasion of such duty has been one of the chief objects of life. 
However it may have ~een in the old feudal organisation of society, in 
the modern commercial order the sense of solidarity and communal 
duty has been broken up, and natio_ns have resolved themselves into 
.whirlpools of individuals, each seeking to 'get on' and succeed at the 
expense o_f the other individuals. · The whole system of· the employment 
of labour, the payment of dividends, the production of 'goods,' and the 
cqrrent ideals of 'respectability'. and 'success,' have -been folJnded on 

the principle of. evasion, and have gone to create a society of parasites, 
in which ea.eh memb.e~, instead of actively contributing to the welfare 
of the others,..- makes it his chief business and object to live by preying 
upon the others. It is obvious that such a 'society ' cannot possibly 
hold together very long. It is like a swarm of bees when the queen hftS 
departed from among them. 

"It would seem that now, even 'possibly in the present crisis, there 
must come a complete volte-face and reversal of our current ideals; and 
the call for National Service, if rightly understood, may lead to this, 
and to the regeneration of our social life." 

The writer, however, will have nothing to do with Compul­
sion, and concludes his article by saying:-

"Happy would it be .... if, instead of hard-and-fast laws and · 
learned wranglings over them, and set punishments for their infraction, 
we had a simple system of obstacles and inducements, by which the 
path of wrongdoing in a perfectly natural way' was made ·difficult 
(though not, of course, impossible), and the path of the public welfare 
and advantage easy and ·attractive. In that way much could be done, 
and without the irritation and resistance which Law and Compulsion ih 
general excite." 

CROSS-CHANNEL CENSORCRAFT. 

Au-dessus de la, JYielee. Par Romain Rolland. 25c, ' (Paris.) 
A flagrant.instance of the methods employed by Governments in the 

War against Words is afforded by the fate of the above-mentioned p.ne 
pamphlet-a reprint of an article contributed to the Jou1·nal de Geneve 
last autumn by one of the most distinguished literary artists of France. 
The pamphlet has recently been issued (with the author's approval) by 
Amedee Dunois, who contributed a preface-of which about half 
has survived the censorial ministrations. Notes are appended by the 
publisher, explaining that the issue of the pamphlet was delayed by· 
the censorship as long as possible-in fact, until the publication of a 
Nationalist brochure by one M. Massis, who had received the Censor's 
permission to quote in full certain passages of which he had forbidde11 
the ·reproduction in the Mewe pamphlet, though he had previo~sly 
allowed them to appear in the French Press. This partiality is seriously, 
agg.ravated by the fact that the worthy Massis was evidently allowed to 
handle the proof-sheets of the censored pamphlet, sirice in his own 
brochure he quotes a footnote which did not appear in Rolland's original 
article, and which Rolland.added to · the proof before it was forwarded 
to the Censor. Assured of the loyalty of the printers (L' Emancipatrice, 
3 rue de Pondichery, Paris), our comrade very pertinently asks how 
(except by favour of the Censor) this propagandist of Nationalism could 
have obtained access to a pamphlet not yet issued. Verily, "for ways 
that are dark" the Censor of enlightened France bids fair to become a 
formidable rival of Bret Harte's " Heathen Chinee;" 

The censored passages are comments ~n the responsibility of rulers 
for the present horror; the absurdity of the prevalent idea that "love 
of country" involves hatred of · every other country; and the equivocal 
position of .modern "Christians'' with regard to the racial question. 
The greatest triumph of censorial surgery, however, is exhibited by the 
following extract-in which the italicised words represent the words 
removed from the original :- ' 

" You, Socialists ·on' both sides claim to be clefending libe1·ty against 
tyranny-F1·ench liberty against ike Kaism·, Gerrncin liberty ayainstc the 
Tsa1: . Woidcl yoii defend one. despotism a,qainst another? Uriite, a_nd 
make wa1· on both. : . 

" There was no reason for war between our Western nations. 
Despite the· repeated pronouncements of .a Press envenomed by a 

"minority that is interested in maintaining these hatreds,. we French, 
English, and German brothers do not hate each other. I ~now your 
people and our own. Our peoples asked only for peace and liberty. 
The tragedy of the war, for one placed in the midst of the struggle, and 
able to gaze down from the high plateaus of Switzerland into all the 
hostile camps, is that each of 'the nations is really menaced in its dearest 
possessions-its independence, its honour, and its life. But who has 
sent these plagues upon them ? · Who has forced them to face the 
desperate necessity of cr·ushing the enemy or perishing? Who but 
their Governments, and f)rimarily (in my opinion) the th1·ee great 
criminals, the three rapacious eflgles, the three Empires, th·e crooked 
policy of the Austrian dynasty, the ravenous g1·eed oj R iissia-, and brutal 
P .russia. Tl_ie. worst enemy is not beyond the frontiers, but within each 
rn;ttion ; and no nation has the courage to resist. it. It is that hundred­
headed monster known as Imperialisrp, that Will to Pride and Domina­
tfon, seeking to absorb,, to subdue, to crush all, absolutely il{tolerant of 
greatness other than its own." 

No words need be wasted here in praise of the pamphlet. Portions 
of a translation of Rolland's article were quoted in the Vorn.E OF LABOUR 
for December, 1914. A full English version (apparently uncensored; 
but the British Censor leaves no traces of his handiwork) is published 
at sixpence net by Macmillan and Co., under the title of "Above the 
Battlefield." 

It should be ·ment.ioned that the French pamphlet includes another 
arti~le by Romain Rolland, entitl~d "Inter Arma Caritas" (Love amid 
War)-treating of the sufferings of civilian prisoners on both sides, and 
outlining the ameliorativ:e efforts made on their behalf by the Agence 
Inte1·nationale des P1·isonnie1·s de Gne1·1·e, which is located in Geneva" 

T. S. 
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Our Rulers Look Ahead. 

\Vhen the war comes to an end, the peoples of Europe will 
have a terrible account to settle with their rulers. At present 
the struggle absorbs all their energies; but when it is over, and 
the ·fearful cost in blood and wealth is reckoned up, a stern and 
menacing '' V\Thy ? '' will be heard from the horror-stricken and 
suffering people. It is safe to say that every Government in 
Europe looks to the coming of" peace'' with fear and trembling. 
They know that the cloud of lies with which they excuse them­
selves now will be swept aside, and an outraged world will raise 
a cry for vengeance which will not be easily stayed. It is fear 
of the peoples which brings the polit.icians together in "Coalit,ion 
Cabinets," and this same fear will prevent the "crushing" of 
any one Government by the others. They know t'hat revolution 
is infectious, and if it starts in one country it. would be as 
impossible to ".localise'' it as was the war. We all know that 
England and France lent money to the Russian Government, 
which helped it to put down the revolution in 1905-6, and that 
Russia assisted the Austrian Government to crush the revolution 
:in 1848; and we may be sure that the Governments of Europe 
will help each other in case of a social revolution in any of the 
countries. 

At the same time, each Government will prepare to deal with , 
its own subjects in its own way, and any one who has studied 
the subject knows that the special war legislation passed by our 
own Parliament has been carefully designed for any eventualities 
after the war. The Defence , of the Realm Act, the Munitions 
Act, the Registration Act, and the numerous Orders in Council 
have put such powers into the hands of the Government that. it 
is no exaggeration to say that the liberties which the people · 
have gained by many bitter fights in the past. have been entirely 
swept away, and they are now - entirely at the . mercy of the 
military and naval · authorities. Unfortunately, the workers 
have never recognised the true character of Government, and 
usually look upon it as a sort of be~evolent despot, frequently 
seeking its assistance when on strike or · locked-out by their 
employers. But as a matter of fact, Governments are the deadly 
enemies of the workers, a,nd have always sought to fetter them 
and prevent them gaining their liberty. 

At the present moment, the patriotic workers think that the 
new restrictions of their liberty are imposed purely for the 
purpose of carrying on the war to a successful issue, ~nd that 
when the war is over the Government will voluntarily sweep 
away all these restrictions, and the conditions which prevailed 
previous to the war will be resumed without any effort on their 
part. But, if the workers had not such short memories, they 
would know that what liberties they have gained have only 
been obtained by fiercely fighting Governments, who are always 
seeking opportunities of . refastening the chains on their necks. 
While our rulers are in their present difficulties, they will try to 
keep on the best of terms with the workers, and persuade them 
that it is for their mutual benefit that the Defence of the Realm 
and other Acts have been passed; but when the war is over, 
and the disillusioned workers ·Come back from the battlefieid, 
the real purpose of these Acts will be seen. 

A great deal of damage has already been done to the 
workers' movement~ but if they once become alive to the 

danger, they may be able to remedy it. Labour M.P.'s and 
Trade Union officials are like putty in the hands of the astute 
governing class; many of them are corrupt, but many more a.re 
.jgnorant of the methods by _which the ruling class main·tain their 
power; For the workers to rely on these "leaders" to get them 
their liberty would be foolish, and they must learn to think for· 
themselves and act for themselves. The defeat of the Govern- · 
ment and · their precious Munitions Act by the Welsh miners 
teaches us that once the workers are confident of their strength~. 
and know how to use it, nothing can prevent them gaining 
their liberty and sweeping away the rotten society which has 
existed up to now. 

With the conclusion 'of the war, a revolutionary situ.ation is 
almost certain to arise in more than one country in Europe, and 
by taking a leaf out of their rulers' book, and preparing to take 
advantage of it, the workers of this country will get a chance of 
striking a blow for freedom which may not occur again for 
many yea.rs. 

Who is Winning the War? 

The war has now lasted for more than twelve months, and 
the various politicians and diplomats among the belligerents have 
been recently expressing their views at considerable length a~ to1 

the outcome of the blackest year Europe has ever experienced. 
It is important to notiee at the outset that, with a very :few 
exceptions, a remarkable unanimity pervades these utterances~ 
English and German alike. Ih both countries the speakers have · 
voiced their entire satisfaction with the present state of affairs., 
and all seem to be perfectly confident that the ultimate victory is 
assured to their side no less by the justice of their cause and the 
bravery of their forces, than by the positive conviction that "the 
Lord God of Host~, mighty in battle," is assisting them by every 
means in his (apparently limited) power. 

Tutored by a muzzled Press, and inspired by the real and 
decisive victories achieved by Hindenburg and his colleagues in 
Poland, the average German cannot conceive of defeat as bein,!{ in 
any way possible. To the average Englishman the outlook is 
much the same. The mysterious inactivity of the English Fleet 
in the North Sea, and the even more astoniAhing delay of the 
long-promised " great offensive in the West, " even when 
combined with the monotonous tale of repeated Russian defeats:, 
entirely fail to ·shake his confidence in the oft-repeated assertion 
that "Germany cannot hold out for ever." · National prejudice 
thus blinds the man in the street to the real facts of the position. 
To any really impartial observer it is at once perfectly apparent 
that, after twelve months of the most tremendous fighting the , 
world has ever seen, the military and political situation is 
entirely unsatisfactory, and must be a source of the deepest 
disappointment to the leaders on both sides. 

Look at the facts. In proportion to the stupendous efforts 
made, the results are paltry in the extreme. Indeed, quite the 
most unexpected and extraordinary feature of the great war is 
the astonishing succession of failures which have been achieved 
by the most powerful forces on both sides. The Russian " steam 

· roller "-a phrase little used just now-is engaged in flattening 
out the road of retreat into the heart of its own country. The 
mighty German Army, which was to have crushed France, seized 
Paris, and to have long since invaded England, has accomplished : 
no more than the subjugation of Belgium and Poland-and not 
that in its entirety. The invincible British Navy has won throo 
small actions by opposing an overwhelming force to ~n infe1·irnr 
number of enemy ships-but of an attack upon the German 
naval bases, such as the Japanese carried ·out so successfu.lly at. 
Port Arthur, there has been ·no serious attempt ma.de. The­
British Navy remains, notwithstanding its numerical superio:rity1' 
strictly on the defensive. Of the expedition to the Dardanelles 
it is quite unnecessary to write at length. It is enough to refer 
to it as the . crowning blunder of all the ineffici~ncy and mis­
management that crowd · the pages of British militarism. In . 
short, after twelve months of the most prodigal expenditure of 
human life, money, and material, the position may justly he 
described as one of staletnate all round. 

Who, then, is winning the war ? . For a tme answer to this 
question we must examine in.ore closely those optimistic speeches 
referred to at the beginning of this article . . The fact that the 
Kaiser should now be · congratulating the Crown Prince on the 
-"victory of · Longwy," twelve months after that comparatively 
insignificant action was fought, is a clear indication that the 
German Emperor is desperately hard up for victories to -celebrate_ 
That Balfour should have pointed with pride to the achievement 
of the British Navy in sweeping the seas clear -0£ the {}ermaR 
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mercantile flag, whilst the German High Sea Fleet remains 
practically unto1:1ched, shows that En~land's po~itico-n~val 
-philosopher has little to boast about. It is surely qmte obv10us 
that these. apologists are only shouting to keep up the courage of 
their respective nations. The plain fact is that they have all 
failed to achieve their various objectives. Neither side can now 
gain any definite superimity over the other, and so be in. a 

· position to dictate terms of peace. Hence the problem of who is . 
to win the war resolves itself into a question of which group of 
nations will bleed to death the quickest. There is no fresh 

· .external factor that can materially affect the situatio~. Ei~her 
-side may buy the aid of a few Balkan States at a high price ; 
ibut where the greater Powers have failed these few thousand 
;mercenaries can hardly be expected to succeed. 

· Then why do the Great Powers continue the hellish conflict? 
:Simply because . they are the Great Powers. For any on~ of 
them to admit defeat would mean for that Power loss of all 

-.prestige and to sin~ at once to the position of a fifth~rate Po:v~r. 
"The present situation is the natural re~mlt of the foreign policies . 
. of the Governments engaged in this war. Hence national defeat 
means diplornat.ic defeat as well. It means eternal disgrace for 

· the state.smen of the vanquished country. It is for this reason 
-tha.t these same statesmen shout so loud to keep up the courage 
. or their peoples. As long as the people believe they are winning, 
-they vv'ill support the war ; and so there remains the chance that 
-the enemy may be forced to ·admit defeat through sheer 
exhaustion. But once ]et the people realise that victory is for 

-,them an impossibility, and their enthusiastic support for a war 
1)olicy will melt away as quickly as snow in the . sunlight. And 
· that is a possibility which our statesmen would avoid at any 
•.cost. And terrible will . be the cost. Appalling will be the 
-slaughter. To-day, upon the altar of militarist nationalism and 
diplomatic scheming are being sacrificed the mangled, blood­
.stained bodies of millions of the workers of Europe. 

Truly we are offering our sons and our. d_aughters unto 
. ,devils! But they are devils of our own makmg. The pe~ple 
i-have given the State absolute power over them. It onl~ reqmr~s 
rthe people to realise the insane folly of !hus entrustmg t~eir 
-destinies to the tender mercies of a few mcapable, blu:nderrng 
i mediocrities for the power of the State to cease, and for the 
1 people to be free. Were the ideals of Communist Anarcb:y as 
i,prevalent in England and Germany to-day as are the delus10ns 
:propagated by a hireling Press, war would cease to exist, wage 
slavery would go, and the State would only be , remembered as 
.an instrunient of thralldorri used in past ages. to enslave the 
,·workers. International 00.mmunist Anarchy, the uniting of the 
;;peoples of all nations. as a band of brothers, is an ideal which 
.1 must never be lost sight of amid the blood and fire and smoke 
, of the world-war. Rather must its flickering flame be kept 
, alight ·until it blaze out again like a beacon light illuminating 
.. the hearts and minds of the people with its truth. But before 
Anarchist principles can be sympathetically received, the false 

;;idea of the need for the State, and of the so-called " rights " of 
the Sta.te, must be destroyed. 'Hence the need for as vjgorous 

· . .anti-State propaganda as present-day conditions may allow. 
.And these "conditions" may become even more restricted than 
. they are at present. 

To attack the State in times of peace is not easy, to-day it is 
·at least-difficult! For. the war has resulted in a rapid and 
. enormo~s- ~ncrease in the power of the State, and it is perfectly 
-clear that these will be widely extended. in the near future. It 
iis certainly an irony of fate that the ad vacates of State Socialism, 
;both in this country and in Germany, should be among the first 
ito ·suffer from the increasing activities of the State. That the! 

. should have been~ attacked on account 0£1 their courageous anti­
' militarism, in no way affects the point at issue. For years these 
· same Socialists . have clamoured for an increase in the powers of 
·the State. And the greatest act of aggression on the part of the 
:.'.State at the present time is to attack the journals of these 
:sections of the Socialist movement. For in Germany, as . in 
\England, it is the St~te that is winning: the war! The pros~cu-
· .. -tion of the Labour Leader should -certamly be a valuable obJect­
lesson to those IL.P.'ers who stilt regard. State action as a 

··panacea for all evils . . Then there is the Registration Act. A 
· ·. more 1 typical example of Prussian bureaucratic methods could 

not have been adopted-by a Government that professes to be 
· "fiahting Prussianism" ! But there are signs of unrest among 

·· the 
5 

workers, and as the problematical victory recedes further 
·· into the distant future, wear~ness at the long-protracted nature 
·-of the struggle is manifested on all hands. If it was " a long 
way to Tipperary," last August, a year of war has at least .taught 

•th~ average Britisher that it is a longer way still-to Berlm ! 
OTTO LEROY • 

.. 

Fight .to a -Finish-. or F.inish the Fight? 
, [We have much pleasure in publishing the following article by the 
Chairman of the British "Stop-the-War" Committee, as we know there 

·is a conspiracy on the part of the Press to prevent the publication of 
a,rticles written by members of the Committee.]4 

~ 

There is no record of the original quarreJ between the 
Kilkenny Cats. We only know their fate. · They fought until 
a piece of claw and the tip of a tail were the only bits left. 
rrhey "fought to a finish " in the most literal sense. Evenly 
i1uitched, determined to win, with no thought of compromise~, 
they destroyed one another in their mutual rage. This is what:· 
the Great Powers of Europe are doing to-day P Kingdoms· and 
Empires are fighting ljke Kilkenny Oats. They will fight, say , 
their statesmen, to the very last gasp. . . 

But why ? Why should they do this ? Do they really want' 
to Eght until every home is bereaved, and every country 
bankrupt ? Do they ·really wish nothing short of the, 
extermination of -their opponents~the slaughter of every man, 
woman, and child on the opposing side ? Of course not, these 
platform declarations are only platform rhetoric. They are 
fighting for terms-good terms for the victors: bad terms for 
tbe vanquished. · 

But supposing there are no decisive victors, and none 
utterly vanquished? . Then, again, it is merely a question of · 
terms-the ·terms on which it is better 'to settle than to go on 
with the fight. . 

80 that sooner or later it all . comes down to a question of 
terms-the terms on which all parties can make the best 
adjustment-the terms it is better for all to accept . 

Then why not get to this stage at once ? Why have all 
these millions of men tearing at each other's throats, why · 
permit th~se unspeakable barbarit~es, this colossal and insane 
waste of money and life, why permit a .single . day of this futile 
and unnecessary strife ? _ 

The war has gone on long enough for us to see that · the 
Allies·1 cannot ''crush Germany," and Germany cannot conquer 
the .Allies. The original causes are so involved and obscured 
bv denials and recrimination that the people in every country 

· .;ill for a long time go on believing that their statesmen are 
a,bsolutely blameless, and everything on their si~e is absolutely 
just and correct. Shells and bay?nets may conymce them that 
it is useless to argue, but they will never convmce them that 
their opponents are right. Peace will c9me when . they see it 
is no use prolonging the contest. 

f>Have we not come to that point already? Is it not better 
. to try to make an immediate settlement, ? How shall we be in 
any way nearer a lasting peace if the fighting continues for 
another twelve months? Our opponents will sustftin· great 
losses in the meantime, but so shall we. Our Allies will be 
suffering. Anguish and .ruin will be all_ over Europe. 

If our rulers had to settle this themselves, would they 
personally fight? If our King and his C(msin the Kais~r were 
put in a :r;'Oom together, would they share the fate of theKtlkenny 
Cats? Would our Prime Minister fly at the throat of the 
German Chancellor, - or Mr. Balfour stab Von Tirpitz ? Of 
course not. They might discuss and. argue, and bluff and 
wrangle, but it would only be a question of the terms which 
they could induce the others to accept. -

In everv country the interests and wishes of the great mass 
of the peop1e are for peace-not" peace at any price," but peace 
on the best terms they can get. Let our rulers find these out 
at once. " Stop-the-War" movements are developing in France 
and' Germany. In Italy a large minority has always favoured 
peace. Brave men and women in Russia have suffered things 
we cannot conceive. The only way we can help these people 
with their Governments is not by abusing the "enemy," but by 
opposing the militarist spirit in our midst. 

Let us make a real and genuine effort to bring Britain's 
part in the war to an immediate, honourable, and righteous 
finish. J. ScoTT DucKERs. 

The British· "Stop-the-War" Committee has just issued a new 
· leaflet, entitled " Some Reasons Why the War ~hould be Stopped;"· 
Copies can be obtained from the Committee, 66 Charing Cross Road, 
London, W.C. 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES. 
Where We Have Failed and How We Might Succeed. 

The war which still rages, devastating the world, is teaching many 
~lesson of which we Anarchists ought to take advantage in carrying 
on our struggle against Privilege. . . . . 

When this orgy of ~arnage began, the Anarchists, in contrast with 
the well-to-do.classes who feigned a holy ~orror of the war which had 
lieen provoked by themselves, did not ex~ibit or feei any surprise, 
Having always considered war a normal' condition in a society based on 

. economic and political antagonism. What they rather felt was disap­
pointment (of short duration, however) on seeing how easily the masses 
were persuaded to answer the call to arms made by the various 
Governments. Anarchists had in fact been dreami_ng tqat their propa­
ganda of sq many years must have taught the working classes not to 
place . themselves, in the hands of the State, at least to the extent of 
being pushed into a war against one another. · 

Of course, the Anarchists were far from believing that the workers 
were ready to make a revoh~tion ; but they thought they would have 
made such a stand as to impress· upon the responsible powers that they 
were playing a dangerous game. It. was not so. It sufficed for the 
rulers, .in co-operation with an unscrupulous Press and a few renegade 
revolutio.nists, to proclaim that the war was necessary to save the soil 
of the various "Fatherlands" from invasion or to safeguard the rights 
and principles of nationality, civil'isation, etc., to arouse the old patriotic 
prejudices and, above all, the reverence for the State, stifling other 
s~ntiments such ~s working-class solidarity; and the masses allowed 
themselves-still as ever a flock of sheep-to be led, with scarcely a 
protest., to the horrible slaugq.ter. 

But after the first disappointment we had to acknowledge that ~he 
resp~n.si~ili~y for the recrudescence of . such prejudices among the 
\\'.Ork~rs rested with the forward parti13s, which · had failed, in spite of 
fifty years of propaganda, to forge a wea.pon with which to combat the 
deleterious _influence of the reactionary elements of society; Consider, 
for instance, the tactics of the Socialists in Germany, England, France, 
and ~ta.ly~all 9ver Europe, in fact-and you cannot _help thinking that 
they are responsible for the lack of 11esistance on the part of the working 
classes wh~n the various Governments ordere.d mobilisation. For over 
fifty years the official Socialist parties had taught the workers that 
to .bring about the revolution whieh should change the present society 
fot.o the one dreamt of by all sections of Socialists (Anarchists included) 
it. was necessary first tp get hold of the public powers by Parliamentary 
means, which, of course, meant collaboration with the classes and 
political powers which-they claim to intend to overthrow. What could 
be expected from ironbound organisations formed merely for the 
purpose of obtaining seats in Parliament, which implies ,the surrender 
of. free initiative to political representatives, which, in time, turns _the 
people into. a coll~ction of automatons by checking their spirit of 
revolt?. 

, It has been said that in Germany11the people threw in their lot 
with . the Government becaus~ they believed in the news that the 
''barbarian Russian" had invaded the Fatherland. Granted that was 
so, and that it formed an · excuse for participation in the war, it still 
does not justify the tactics which had fostered the patriotic spirit 
instead of changing that spirit into the sentiment of internatiol\.al 
solidarity•. In fact, the majority of the German Social Democracy has 
for years preached, and continues to preach, that the destiny of the 
German working class is bound up with the development of German 
industry. 

, . Anarchists have po~nted out all this since they severed connection 
with the Socialists. As a matter of fact, it was on account of the 
authoritarian tactics of the· Socialists that Anarchists have -taken an 
opposite path, pointing out · that mechanical conceptions of discipline 
would create a spirit of submission and passivity, and sap the source-of 
action among the workers. 

· In spite 'of the opposition of the Socialis~ parties which expelled 
the· " mad" Anarchists from their congresses, and in spite of persecution. 
by the. Governments, Anarchists tried to spread their ideal am<;mgst the 
people · by individual or collective action. ·But their efforts were 
isolated and not followed by any important work of co-ordination 
among the people. For years, indeed~ we seem.ed to disdain contact 
with the masses: we preached our ideal of their redemption, but failed· 
to lead their daily life, to take an inter~st in their immediate ec9nomic 
claims, though such contact with · them would have ena,bled us. to 
permeate them with our ideals. In fact, Syndicalism ~houlP, be the 
rock on which we should build Anarchism. If Syndicalism has not yet 
come up to our expectations, it is just becaus~ we have failed to vivify 
it with our idealism. Instead, we left this work of permeation to the 
Socialists, and the Socialists transformed ·the workers into a flock of 
eledors. ' 

: · We Anarchists have called ourselves atheists, but what have we 
done to up:root religious sentiments among the peasantry? · We haye 
called ourselves anti-militarists and anti-Parliamentarians, but what 
have'' we done anti-militaristic or anti-Parliam_entarian in all these years, 
with the exception of a few manifestoes and pamphlets? . We are 
against the St.ate, and the State continues to control everything-the 
shaping, in the schools, of the minds of the young into a condition of 
submi&sion and respect for the very institutions (pr.operty,· law, police, 
army, a~d magistracy) whieh we intend to overthrow. We have spoken 

and. written continually .more for the initiated than for the masses, and 
have wast~~ in ph{losophic a'nd . sci'entific di;q'uisitions, whfoh nobody 
understahds, time. which we should' have ~ devoted to carrying our voice· 
and our action amongst the industrial workers and the peasantry, in 
order to uproot the prejudices on which the ruling classes worked and 
on which they reckoned when they declared war-a declaration which · 
consequently found us unprepared and powerless. 
. And now, in France the Anarchists .have .either taken part openly· 

in the' " sacred union " of all parties to defend the " patrie,, and th6" 
RepubliCan institutions, or have ·retired into a corner, saying they ar& 
powerless to do anything-not even an individual deed of revolt. 

In Italy, for nine months the Anarchists had declared themselves~ 
against the war, and two or three weekly pape.rs wrote, and wrote, 
again, against militarism, patriotism, nationalism, etc. Our comrades . 
also took part in some public meetings against the war, but for lack of 
organisation were unable to prevent it. Yet years ago the Anarchists · 
were tearing up the rails to prevent trains taking soldiers to the" 
Abyssinian campaign. ' 

But what is the use of complaining now that the mischief is done,. 
or, rather, now that we have failed to do any mischief? Well, my· 
remarks, especially those concerning my own comrades (which, of course,. 
concern my humble self, too) are !ntended to draw attention to the · 
errors of the past in order to avoid them in our fut·ure action. 

• We cannot give up our aspirations towards freedom; we cannot· 
forget our love for those who have suffered under the tyranny . of· 
privilege-although at times, in this grey hour of discomfort there may · 
come a fleeting thought f the vanity of our efforts ·; we cannot · 
renounce the ideal of justice wliich nurtured us in our younger days.;.­
nor can we abandon our brothers who, under the spell of old andv 
inherited prejudices, are fighting in a cause which is not theirs. While"' 
the storm lasts we must see to our weapons in pr~paration for the fight 
which is truly ours. 

I will not prophesy what will happen after the war, nor how it will 
end; but .if I cannot say who will be the winners, I can easily point. 
out the losers-the people. They will lose not only in the sense of the· 
lives sacrificed to the militaristic Moloch, and from the material misery: 
which will follow the tragic event, but also-and above all-from the· 
added prestige which in all countries the State will have gained ; and.~ 
our task will be harder than ever. 

We must, therefore, unite all our efforts in forming the new ' 
consciousness of the masses, not neglecting any means which may lead'< 
to success without going .contrary to our revolutionary method. If it : 
is found necessary to co-operate with other sections of the revolutionists, . 
we must do it without perpetually being afraid of being inconsistent. 

From all parts come signs which indicate that even the very­
Socialists who were for war, voting the war credits and collaborating 
with their Governments, are coming to their senses. From Russia, 
Poland, Bulgaria, Roumania, and Servia come :voices of the possibility­
of peace arid of adherence to the old principles of international ·. 
solidarity. The German Social Democratic Party of Austria has just . 
issued a manifesto to the working classes expressing the " hope, 
growing from day to day, to see the war over," and "the members of · 
the International, pu1·ified by experience, using all their power in the · 
service of peace." But what is more impressive than all is the repent- · 
ance of some of the best-known leaders of German' Social Democracy, .. 
on whom there seems to have dawned a new light. The same thing is.­
occurring in France. 

This scission is being accentuated every day, and a great division . 
in the Socialist parties of Europe, as well as in the working-class . 
organisations, is inevitable. On the one side there will be those who · 
will advocate the continuation of the "sacred union" wi.th the Liberal1 
and Democratic parties and with the · State. There will be a Radical. 
party of reform in Germany, and so in France, and in Italy especial_ly,_ 
where to this new party there will join Republicans, Reformist Socialists, 
and some Syndicalists. On the other hand, ·there will be those who will •. 
continue to,.. £ght Capitalism on the old basis of the lutte de classe; 
or " class-consciousness " ; l}ut as their Parliamentary and legal action 
has proved a. failure now more than ever, they will (together with the·· 
trade organisations, which will in all countries turn to revolutionary 
Syndicalism, if we act quickly), if they are really bona ·fide, change 
towards direct action their line in their struggle, that is, towards the­
Anarchist method, · the very method · they .have for many years -
opposed. ' 

Well, if the Socialists who have at heart the interests of the · 
working classes, recognising at last the fallacy of the old method, will . 
abandon Parliamentary action, and will approach us, we Ana.rchists 
must in our turn· 'lean towards them and join hands in all those 
::..:gitations which will create the spirit of revolt amongst; the working · 
classes. Many occasions suitable for · combined · action will occur to · 
readers of this article. Why, for instance, should we not unite in 
agitations for conquerin'g freedom of speech and public meeting, and ' 
liberty of the Pr~ss, which are not yet our heritage ~ It is easy : to · 
foretell, for instance, that after the war many things that have been 
promised by the Governments to lure the people to war will ~emain dead 
letters. Then the expenditure made by the Gover·nments will cause ·· 
such a state of utter misery among the workers as to give rise to ­
reflections which have never yet occurred to them. Then, too, the war, 
wnile it will have made large fortunes for those engaged in "high· 
finance," will have created a new class-small capitalists (manufactu.rt'.rs, 
merchants, and shopkeepers) ruined and reduced to proletarians. In 
co-operation with the Socialists just mentioned, c~n we not explain to ~ 
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·these sufferers from the war the interest they have in collaborating 
·with us to change the present form of society? 

Would not an agitation against armaments have a chance of 
-success when, the war fever having subsided, the working classes 
-come to see that they have fought for abstractions and interests which 
are not theirs? There is, indeed, something quite definite which we 
might do in this direction. In Italy; it is rumoured that a Steel Trust 
~press is to be .formed to check, with its influence, the anti-militaristic 
and anti-armament propaganda from the revolutionary parties which 

··One may foresee as soon as the war is over. Why should we not try to 
start a movement all over Europe in conjunction wi,th the Socialists and 

.Syndicalists, to propagate among the workers' organisations the idea of 

.boycotting the manufacture of ari;naments and. munitions? 
We could set on foot these and many other agitations, the idea of 

·which, now briefly formulated, 1 leave to comrades to develop. But 
rif it should not be possible to come to an understanding with the 
·Socialists and Syndicalists, and the latter should chqose ~o collaborate 
·with the State and the Liberal and Democratic parties, as they do now 
under the spell of patriotic and nationalistic ideology, the Anarchists 
must by all means do the work themsekes, and save the proletariat and 
workers' organisations from such renegades. In doing so; a~d studying . 
between ourselves the various points to which l have alluded, we shall 
be able to take advantage of the opportunity which will very so_on 
;present itself of reconstituting on a libertarian basis the Working-Class 
lnternational. E. REccmoNI. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL. 
(To the Editor of FREEDOM.) 

DEAR CQMRADE,-ln the .August issue of FREEDOM, "T. S." refers 
to Internationalism as a "pseudo-ideal." Under a system in which 
ideas and functions relating to nationality are absolute essentials for 
the perpetuation of Capitalism, the modern wage-slave has no choice 
other than to exist under national laws. He may rebel, but these 
same inexorable laws provide for his punishment. Re may submit and 
imagine that he is in every sense an individual, not of a nation, but of 
the world ; yet his materialistic existence is national. Day after day 
the bread the worker ea.ts is under a ~ax, the clothes he buys are taxed, 
the fruits of his labour are taxed. The laws made by Government or 
some corresponding tyr;ann.ical institution rule to a great extent the life 
of the individual. ,fo ,fact, under the prevalent system of society all 
are national. The ideals of the Anarchist may soar to world-wide 
freedom; but he must· remember ·that he does not dwell under 
Anarchism. Although i~ '· his · thoughts the · Anarchist wipes out 'tile 
1nationalist ideal, he .. caQ,no~ disregard the grim '. reaFt:Y .. Pf ·~atipp,al 
·Government. ·The'refor:·e~ ,l:>efpg . na,tional ii;t all; .e~cept our ide~js,, ;we 
;must co-operate with _'t.he: . W.~rker~ ... of qther nations rt~w·ards our .never-
· faltering intention--:--;reyolution; · When that , day ·dawns, and ,Govern-
ment and Capitalism are fading . nightm:ar.es, then we ·.shall erase · and 

-forget Nationalism and Internationalism. There will then be no 
:necessity for titles. For . the prE!sent, however, we must organise inter­
·• pationa!Jy, . whether we. call .th~ .mo:vement Universal or Internation'aL 

. May I suggest that the various readers· of · FREE~OM · d~scuss in 
.,these· columns the formation· of · a.· suitable preambl,e · towards the 
·reorganisation of the world-wide Anarchi13t Communist mc)\?ement? 
,In numbers we are few1 yet our philosophy is mighty. On every ;ha_:pd 
~ ignorance · and delusion confront us; truth is lol:l~ ill the darkness of 
"'Capit~li~m and political intrigue, but ,dimly outlined against the ·mists 
. of futurity; Liberty calls us on unceasingly. , Are you i:r;npatient, 
·Comrade Hamilton? Economic salvation is a myth until Capitalism is 
overthrown. At present our masters hold the economic power, and the 

,- terrible slaughter on the Continent is a typical instance as to how ~~ey 
, wield it. Besides, all implements of production are taxed, . .direct.ly ,Qr 
indirectly; -and even the production i:tself is often taxed. 'rhen, think 

.. of the land tax. Our masters hold the monopoly, and we must take it 
"from them. The application of our rights of expropriation by direct 
o.action will have better consequences than endeavouring to set up 
ccommunes under Government taxation. Rather let us swell our 
. numbers .. and prepare diligently for revolut,on, for whose coming we 
;Jook, not two hundred years _ hence, but soon, very soon, as Kropqtkin 
vremarks in his "Conquest of Bread." Eve:t;l now the politicians are 
!\hastening their own destruction. They are treading .on dangerous 
ground and they may slip-sqon, It is our business to propel them 
still faster to their doom. When the workers realise that Government, 
Capitalism, and Nationality are the main factors of the exploitation, ·of 
labour, they will object-they will rise, and then we will hail the 
revolution. 

As a reform, the Socialist Co-operative store experiment is good 
~·from an economic standpoint; but the expansion of the idea would not 
i mean economic salvation, and it is unlikely it would prove a valuable 
···instrument of" revolution-and we must remember that must come 
internationally. Hitherto we have relied on , some vague organisation 

... designated the " Socialist International." · What it really was few of us 
, -had any definite idea, until the outbreak of war, wheD; our faith in it 

; was rudely sh~ttered. We had an International Anarchist Congress at 
· Amsterdam in 1907, but it was mainly a review of Anarchist progress 
··in the different countries. At the same time these things show that 
~.the desire for int_ernational co-operative action is apparent and real. 

Every day the reactionaries o~ the warring countries are tight.ening 

the chains of slavery upon' the workers. . Here we had first the 
Munitions Act, and now the Introqµctio~ to Slavery Act (Registration -
Act): and so on. We may impede them, but at present we cannot stop 
them. n· is the workers themselves who must act collectively to stop 
it all. They do not object because they do not understand. Ours is a 
voice in the wilderness, but ever and anon we ·progress towards our 
ideal. The darkening clouds herald the coming storm, ana when the 
storm breaks we will play our part in the fight for freedom. · With 
harmony amongst Anarchists and Communists, something will be 
really accomplished; but while dissension pervades the revolutionary 
atmosphere, we can hope for little. The peoples grow weary of war__,. 
they will yet shudder at the awful aftermath. They begin to long for 
something better, and this is our opportunity. Upon the smoking 
carnage let us raise a new and mightier standard for Liberty. Perhaps 
this dark hour is but the forerunner of the dawn of the grand 
millennium.-Yours fraternally, R. S. Woo:p. 

(To the Edito'l' oj FREEDOM.} . 
DEAR CoMRADE,-In the August number of FREEDOM, Comrade 

Hamilton writes asking us to start the Co-operative movement ~ver 
again under the name of "The New International." Now, this letter 
is not written with any desire to throw cold water · on the scheme-no 
scheme earnestly entered into deserves to be so treated, in my op,inion­
but merely to place before him certain considerations which possibly 
have not occurred to him, but which, I believe, strike at the roots of . 
the prillciples which underlie our whole propaganda, using the term in 
its widest sense. 

Now, the aims of the Glasgow venture are .precisely the aims of 
the Co-operative movement all over the country. "Divi." is recognised 
by all responsible and conscious Co-operators as merely an incident ; 
and that so many are members merely for "divi." is no fault inherent 
in the rule or spirit of the societies, but results through lack of under­
standing among the members thereof. This is practically inevitable 
when a movemeut becomes as popular ~s the Co-operative movement; 
and Comrade Hamilton's society will undoubtedly show the same 
defects when it beco.nies of an unmanageable size, such unmanageable­
'ness being precisely shown by the existence of the disadvantages. Now., · 

. since .to be effective in the way Comrade Hamilton desires·, the society ' 
must be of a size, if not unmanageable, at the least of a size thait would 
be unmanageable if not inspired by the right spirit, and since to attain 
that size it would have to draw o,n for its membership -precisely those 
·people who already are (or are not) in a Co-operative· society, my plan 
simply is, let us, ·as Anarchis'ts,· join the Co-operative movement, which 

' is, if nothing else, a non-Governmental association of people united for a 
- common end~ and so work thro\1gh the varibus guilds and educational 
leagues that the members come round to our way of looking at things, 

, 'Surely :;i. vital viewpoint font voluntary movement· like the Co-operative 
movement. This idea-permeation-is as old aS ·' the , working-class 
movement, but I really believe- it is ·the only course having within it 
the seeds of su(lp~ss. ; tl~at is . wµy , ~ ,am a SyQ.qig.~list-but that is 
another story. · · · ' · ·. · · · · · 

·This work is already being done in a large measure, but for a 
somewhat different object, .PY the Shillito League. In an article qy 

· "John Smith of Oldham,': in the Co-opemtive News of July 17, are 
several quotations from K:ropotkin's '~Conquest of Bread '" and "Fields, 

· Factories, and Workshops.'' It is · true in the same issue is a report of 
a strike of the employees of the Todmorden So"ciety; but surely that is 

. our work-to point out that there~ s_hould be no employees or share­

. holders, but that all should be Co-operators .. -Y ours fraternally, 
ALFRED CORUM . 

Glasgow . Police and . ~nti-Conscription_ists. 

Thy Glasgow police are evidently anxious to .emulate the deeds of 
their fellows in London and Manches"ter who raided the Labour Leader 

. offices. On Sunday, August 22, our c.omrade Duncan Cameron a:ttended 
an outdoor meeting of the British Socialist Party, held in Bath Streett 
Glasgow, and distributed some of the leaflets, "Are you a Pro-Prussian ~" 
reprinted from last month's FREEDOM, and issued by the Anti-Conscrip­
tion League. A special constable, who is also an anti-Socialist speaker 
and president of th~ Scottish Conservative Labour Federation, asked 
Cameron for his name and add1·ess. On Saturday, the 28th, three 
detectives called at his house durin~ his absence, and to<?k all the 
leaflets thev could find, leaving word that he was to attend at the -
Central Police Court on Sunday. When Cameron caJled, he was told 
that the case was in the bands of the Procurator Fiscal. 

This action of . the police and the Oonscriptionists shows how 
much they believe in freedom-for which they want the workers to 
fight. N orthcliffe's Daily Gramaphones are to bray out the message 
for Conscription, but .all arguments against it are to be suppressed. 
As Co·nscription is not yet the law of the land, and as most of the 
Liberal journals are opposing its introduction, it is surely no crime for 
Anarchists to oppose it; and our Glasgow comrades intend to continue 
their work, in spite of out-of~work anti-Sociaffsts and the police. Copies 
.ef the leaflet seized can· be obtained free from FREEDO¥ Officei · ' · ··· t. 

Our .comrade John McAra, who . speaks on the .TuJ;ou:i?..4· .. )n 
Edinburgh, ba,s .roused the . ire of a local paper, which called on the 
authorities to suppress him, and when· they failed to · do so, tried to 
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incite the crowd against him. But the only result so far has been a 
great increase in the size ' of his audiences and also in the sales of 
FREEDOM and pamphlets.' We hope the local paper will continue its 
free advertisement. 

". J?efending ·the Realm,,_ m Australia~ 

Under the heading of "Thou Shalt not Think," the Labour Call 
(official organ of the Australian Labour Party in the State of Victoria) 
levels this serious charge against the Federal Labour Government:-

" Ministers of the Crown have now gone beyond threatening 
incarceration to men who refuse to think in the 'proper' manner. 
Men of British birth and extraction are now in Langwarrin who are 
not permitted to even know the cause of their irnpris.onment. They 
·are found guilty and imprisoned without trial, without seeing the 
accuser, or knowing the accusation. The order of the day in 
Australia, under a Labour Ministry, is secret denunciation-a 
method that takes us back to the darkest days of religious 
bigotry. The right of recantation is prohibited. The plea of 
'not guilty' is not permitted." 

The J\ielbourne Socialist, commenting on this extraordinary policy 
. of the Government, says:- , 

" We confess that words almost fail us in describing such a state 
of affairs. To think that, in free and democratic Australia, things 
have come to this pass! ... We are assured on good authority that 
there are a number of Britishers at Langwarrin who have been 
int~rned because of secret information supplied· by others. It would 
seem that all a man has to do who has a 'set ' on another is to make 
a report to the Defence Department, and charge the man upon whom 
be has a 'set' with disloyalty or want of patriotism, and straight­
away the marked man can be quietly and effectually got out of the 
road. . '· . . We are also informed (on good authority) that our 
Labour Government has instituted a Secret Service, and that imps 
and spies ar~ everywhere at han9, to catch the unwary." 

Frank Anstey, · the Labour Member whose splendid fight for 
freedom against overwhelming odds has thrilled working-class 
Australia, says :~ 

"Under the Commonwealth criminal code, made by the War 
Precautions Act, an officer of the ArmJor Navy may arrest .without 
warrant any 'person ~whose behaviour is of such a nature as to give 
ground for suspicion that he had acted, was acting, or was about to 
act in a manner prejudicial to the pubHc safety.' The man so 
arrested is not brought to trial, is not charged with an offence, and 
cannot appeal. He is merely held on · suspicion, and 'is held as long 
as the military chiefs think fit. That is the 'justice' operating in 
Australia just now." 

MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

(Aug~st 6-Se'pteniber 2.) 
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-
Marsh House. 
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