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NOTES. 
·conscription for All. . 

Now that conscription for all m Germ~n:y has actually 
materialised, ·it is not to be wondered at that a su:?-~l~r J?lan should 
oe set afoot in this country. Our patriotic Conscr1pt10msts ar~ not 
::satisfied with a Man-Power Board only, they demand a Wo:i:n.an­
Power Board to advise as 'to the national organisation and utihsa­

.. tion of woman-power. 1rhis, they contend, will only b~ a step 
}towards the complete mobilisation of the nation, under which, the 
JTimes of November 4 declared, "The State would allot every man 
and woman their share in the national task.'' Thus each day 
:sees us one step nearer the Prussian ideal, each day cements the 
h.old bureaucr~cy h_as secured in this country, each .d3:y sees the 
fetters a little more firmly fastened, and unless offimahsm breaks 
.-down through internal deca.y, .the w~rkers will he !aced wi~h ~he 
.gigantic task of not only fightmg their bosses, but of demohshmg 
the. very finely adjusted machine that has so dexterously been s~t 
up in our midst. · It is no exaggeration to say that bu;reaucracy is 
.the greatest menace tha.t can threat~ the working class . 

In Germany's Food'steps. . .. 
The question of the hour and the one .that has been agi.t~t~ng 

-the Daily Mail and other capitalist organs is that of the proh1b1tive 
price of food. It is no exaggeration to say that br~ad has become 

'.a luxury, and ·oatmeal and potatoes bid fair to become not only 
-dear but scarce, whilst it is increasingly difficult to procure sugar . 
·This has led to ·the outcry by these org!lns for the ap:pointment ?f 
.a F ood Dictator or Controller . Such is the blind faith placed m 
·the power of the State to heal our economic grievances ! This 
press agitation has been the means of, much. ink spilling, mostly 
by titled ladies, upon the necessity for economy i~ the kitchen,. or 
·the praise of wholemeal or Standard brea~, a~d m fact anythn~g 
·of a makeshift nature that may ease the pmchmg of the economic 
:shoe. It needs little courage or imagination to apply palliatives 
:instead of the surgical operation that might remove the food 
profiteers at. one bold stroke. So we are to have yet another 
·state official with unlimited powers, who will probably first 
minutely understudy his German prototype before issuing our food 
·tickets to us. 
\ 

B'usiness is Business. 
Still another badge from the State. and more regimentation . in 

·-order, it is alleged, that waste may be prevented and the nat~on. 
preserved from starvation. But a gla:nce or :two at ~pe mornmg 
,paper, while we eat our sugarless porridge, will convmce _us t;1at 
-there are some patriots at least who are not ·only not starvmg, out 
piling up huge profits-breaJring all records, i~. fact. One of ~he 
,most glaring cases is tha.t of a firm engaged m the seed crushmg 
business. From the Daily Express of November 13 we learn that 
ihi.s firm started business in 1899, became a company .in 1907, and 
·has since made the fotlowing profits : 

1913 ... .. ....................... .. . ... ... ........ £16,138 
1914 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,199 
1915 . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 7~,595 

'These :figures speak for themselves, and throw signifi:c~t light 
upon the.increas·~d cost of meat, milk, etc. Othe.r statistics from 
:various sources go to prove that growers of potatoes and other 
produce are making abnormal profits. A case.is cited of a farmer 
in .Lincolnshire who made a pro::fit of £63,000.from 1,000 acres . 
,war Profits from Cotto'n. 
- '. :With sewing · cotton at the re~ord price of 4d_. per reel, it is 
pe:rfectly easy to understand the newly-issued repol'-t of ~es~rs. 
J : and P. Coats, . Ltd., for the year ended June 3Q. Theirs is a 

· necord also-'-a net· profit of £3,387,395-after deducting deprecia­
tion ·and allowing for excess pro.fits tax. The previous year's net 
p;rofit was £2,598,966. These figur~s !'epresent a toll levie~ on all 
tho~e unfortunate persons who use sewing _cotton, ~f~r with the_ 
admfrable foresight of its generation the members of th1E; -company 
long ~go saw the advantage of eliminating competition, and aft~~ 
t he'"usual ·commercial methods pad b~en used, . they were able .to 
capt~~ .. and hold ·the sewing cotton market. For such predatory 

concerns as these, pe it remembered, the Government contin:ues 
to exist and prosecute a war to safeguard our homes and freedom. 
But the pe.ople of this country have yet to understand tha~ they 
and their forbears have suffered greater wrongs from their. real 
enemies who run industry, than they are ever likely to experience 
at the hands of a foreign foe. 
Wheat Acre·age Reduced. 

Still ·the people are patient, and are blindly cont,ent to trust 
their destinies to a Food Dicta.tor, not realising that Government 
and the Btate, ·acting for the :financiers and profiteers, have been 
the cause of all the.evils ever thrust upon the community. In the 
midst of such a pitiable exhibition Qf credulity it is refr~shing. to 
turn to an article in the Sunday Tim.es by that.doughty anti-Statist, 
Ha.rold Cox, entitled, "Food Prices-Risks of State Action," 
wherein he proceeds to pull down . the State idol. After com­
paring Germany's capacity for growing food with that of our own 
country, he boldly avers that we could not by any contrivance grow 
enough food for even half the population. Ana.rchists, who have 
profitably perused that illuminating Jittle .boo~, ''Fields, Fa:cto~es, 
and Workshops,'' by .Peter Kropotkin, will dissent from this view, 
as they will recognise the enormous forces waitin~ to. be used by 
the intelligent agriculturist. B~t our complamt is th~t ·the 
Government has not produced a smgle man capable of ta.kmg an 
intelligent view of the food crisis cause~ by the war . Inde~d· , the 
gravest charge that can be brought agamst the 0-overnment is that 
it not only failed to increase the acreage available for food pro­
duction, but owing to its incessant demand for men for use as 
cannon fodder, it indirectly caused the acreage to decrease by 
some thousands of acres. In short, it remained indifferent as to 
the people's food, and concentrated upon the food supply for the 
military machine. And now that it has been discovered we cannot 
get :figs from thistles drastic action is ·threatene~, . and a further 
example of Prussianism will be visible to the admmng gaze of the 
people. · 

Officials No·t Su-permen. 
In the circumstances, it certainly see:r;ns rather heartless of 

Harold Cox to rush in with his battle axe ready to shatter the 
beloved idol. He unkindly remarks : '' The 'idea that the S~ate 
is both . omnipotent and omniscient is a fundamental delus10n. 
The 'State acts through MinisteTs and permanent officials, some of 
whom may be supermen in their o:vn estimati?.n, ~ut others c:£ 
whom are certainly sub-huma.n m the estimation of then· 
fellows 'rhe general average is just human and nothing more.'' 
Such has always b,een our contention w.hen attacking the Govei:n­
ment on the arounds that inasmuch as it represented the financial 
interests its ~cts must always be of an anti-social character. SC? 
the appointment of the Food pict~tor, whether it be ~ord Devon­
port~retired 5 ocer and Labours arch-enemy-or the ·man of 
many pa.r.ts , L loyd George, will still m~an a triumph ·'f?r bureau­
cracy and defeat for the people. It is, therefore, · .qmte safe to 
prophesy tha.t the price of food .will continue to. advance, and 
the poor will become still poorer. The only ones likely tp benefit 

· are the newly-created ~tate officials this appoi~tment will make 
necessary. 

More Juvenile Crimina.ls. 
The abnormal inc:rease in the number of juvenile offenders from 

2,686 for the three months; December, 1914, to February, ·1915
1
· to 

3,596 for the corresponding months a year later, has led to much 
conjecture as to the caus·e. The chief reasons given are the 
father's absence and le'ssened educational efficiency. (such as larger 
classes, part-time sessions, an earlier sch'ool-leaving age, and, in 
some cases, short-time employment). It has ~een stated ~ha.t 
between 150,000 and 200,000-children between the ages of eleven 
and thirteen had been released from school to do war work. When, 
we wonder will the peopli realise that the real wealth of t:fi~ 
country is i~ its children and learn to treat them intelligently, for 
even from the State's point of view the present condition of things 
implies enormous wastage, these vecy childreJ?. be.ing those to whom 
the State will look to pay the interest on the huge war lo~ns that 
have been",:floated. 
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MlLIT ARY J.USTICE. 
_ , We wish to ·call att.ention to the treatment meted out to us by 
'iihe officer commanding th~ London District, Major-Gen'=lral Sir 
Francis Lloyd, and will set out the facts in detail. 

·On May 5 the offices of this journal were raided by five polic~ 
o:fficers acting under the orders of Sir Francis Lloyd. They took 

~away n~arly 10,000 pamphlets and papers, besides many books. on 
s'ale, such as" Mutual Aid," " Fields, Factories, a:ad \Vorkshops," 
·and '' Conquest of Bread.'' Two boxes containing valuable books 
and·pa.pers not on sale were taken, and also several sets of stereos. 
Our ledgers, address books, and much correspondence shared the 
same fate. Current and back numbers of FREEDOM and VornE 
OF bABOUR were also bundled into. the van, and to· ensure that we 
should not print any more, all the type on the premises which 
had been set up for FREEDOM was cleared out. · We ·were informed 
t.hat it would all be taken to Scotland Y a.rd. 

On June 24, at Clerkenwell Police Court, Liliwn Woolf and 
myself were sentenced to two months' and three months' imprison­
ment respectively for publishing and distributing a leaflet headed, 
"Voice of Labour," which the magistrate held was likely ·to 
prejudice recruiting. But the fact is that all the evidence against 
us was procurable without the necessity of -a raid, as the leaflet 

-was published openly and had the" Freedom Press" imprint on it. 
Whilst we were in prison the work of printing and publishing 

FREEDOM was ca.rried on by several comrades, the type used being 
four pages which were at a printer's when the police ca~e. As 
the printer refused to machine our type the comrades used a 
somewhat out-of-date machine at our office. On· July 29, when 
the August issue was almost- printed.,,,. another raid on FREEDOM 
Office took place. The four comrades working th~re were arrested 
~s absentees, and then the police set themselves at the task of 
dismantling our machine and a hand press. The vital parts were 
taken, also a set of rollers for inking. All the printed copies of 
the Augµst issue (except oh~ copy) were taken, witl;t five or . six 
reams of p·aper in stock for future issues. Packages of pamphlets 
and booirn ready to send away were also put in the van. And, 
again, ~:mr business books and letters at the office were taken. No 
prosecution · of any kind has followed this raid. 
. We wish to point out that these raids were peculiarly sense-

less, as in neither case have we been prohibited from printing or 
.se~ling papers or pamphlets similar to those taken away, excepting 
'' The Last War '' and th.e leaflet. The rest of the pamphlets in 
!'tock, nearly · alL of which were printed previous : o the outbreak 
of the .. w:ar, are still on sale, and the August issue of FREEDOM 
seized-by th.e police was promptly reprinted word for word, and 
sold through our usual agents. But in spite of the fact that 
no charges have been made against us, the police, acting under 
order.s of '' the compet'ent military authority,'' Sir Francis Lloyd, · 
still have possession of all ·our property. No attempt · has been 
made, so far as we are aware, to sort out the "seditious and 
d~sloyal " literature from what they would c'onsider the compara­
tively harmless stuff. Goods which have been in their hands 
for six month~ are still carefully packed· away in S'cotland Yard, 
and, unless we can shame t4e authorities, are likely to remain there. 

. The military seem. relentless in their persecution. Two Italian 
9omrad~s at Folkestone were. sentenced to three months' imprison,. 
ment fo~ posting the '' Voice of Labour_'' leaflet ·on · hoardings, 
!l!nd Lili.an Woolf and· myself were also sent to prison for the same 
}!31\flet. _ But t~is ,is not enough for our military despots. So they 
pave .do,ne their best ·t9 hamper -or destroy our publishing and 
.pri_nting husiness; _ Ma.rtiaUaw reigns, and martial · law has be.en 
ge;fip~c;l as· no law.- ' w .e· are some ·- of. its ·victims', others have 
j:!l:l_fter:ed . ap.d. wiU: s·uffer. , B.ut the. British .'people must not be 
allowed : to ;J~ave: any "illu'.sions : about , the. mildness . of British 

. piiji;t~rism. " " - ·Mi1it~r1ism ds a ·c.'urse. :wha'.,te;Ve,r :U:niforrri iLmay wea-~,. 
.r· -'l';. -E.:. rKEEnL: 

'~ .PREfv1ATURE PEACE.''· 
.....--· ·-,<; f. ··, '"'.1 '.>• 

, Th.e recent. spee~.h~s of the Germ~n -Chancel~or . are regarded:' 
:as- shoyving t~e desire~ of the German Government to· make peace> 
and we are , mformed ~by seve_ral paners that unofficial proposals,.. 
are at present ·un~er discussion~also '' unofficialfv. '' Instead or 
welcoming these overtures, our Jingo fire-eater~ in Parliament .. 
and Press reject them as '' ins.idious '' and only put forward with 
a aesire to divide the Allies and bring about what they call a.. 
'' t '' G prema ure erman peace. To us no pea.ce can be '' prema-
ture.'' But with regard · to the danger· of a German peaee', as. ~ 
very few people know for what we are fighting, · and ~s th~­
Go:ernme~t. ref~ses to enlighten them, they have no means by 
.which to d1_stmgmsh between a German peace and an Allies' peace~ 
H the Allies are fighting until the · rights of the various sma.H 
nationalities are safeguarded, we would like to ask whether th~· 
'Reople of Dalrr;~tia (2 per cent. Italian) will have their nationali~y-

safeguarded when Italy rules over them. Or will the inhabi-
tants of Constantinople have their nationality (whatever it ma~­
be) ~ore. ca_refully safeguarded by Russia than by Germany·?· 

· Or did ~ritam_ declare a Prot~cto:ate. -over Egypt so as to protecb 
the national rights of the Egyptians? I£ the establishment of" 
the Germans in. Constantinople_ would be a German peace, the*· 
should the .:R:ussians get there it would be called a Russian peace. 
~re the British pe.ople really fighting to decide which of these two. 
nvals should imp0se their despotic rule on Constantinople? · 

. The unwillingness of the Goyernment to state plainly ·the· 
?bJects of the war naturally leads us to suppose that those objects,. 
if stated now, would meet · with. opposition from those who 
volunteered or agreed to Conscription for quite different objects ~ 
In ~ny case, .in our opinion, no peace can be premature. H the· 

· All~ed Go;~rnmen~,s are try~ng to '' .crush '' Germ~ny, or Germany 
trymg to crush the Allres, then the end of the war is a loncr­
way off. . But in ~his attempt to eush each other, the . p~opl~­
have nothmg to gam and everything to lose. When the rulers. 
decide that suffici~nt slaughter has taken place, they will all sij;. 
down together-diplomats, statef?men, and warriors-and make­
fr~sh boundary lines for the countries of Europe. The people­
w1ll not h~ve a word. t_o say in the making of peace any more than 
they had m the startmg of the war. Therefore, the sooner the· 
peace come_s the bett:r for the people. Then they can begin the-
reconstruct10n of somety on fresh lines, where co-operation and 
sympathy will replace competition and hatred, and those· 
monstrous and bloodthirsty organisations-the States-will die ·a: 
natural death. Unless they work for this end wars will never· 
cease, and the present terrible struggle be succeeded by others. 
even more terrible-. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

T~e miners' ~trike on the ~e.saba Range (Minnesota, U.S.A.f 
contmues, and is referred to m another column, as also the case· 
of Carlo Tresca and others. 

· The publisher of Direct Action, an I. W.W. paper published." 
at Sydney, was recently prosecuted for a technical breach of the· 
Press Acts, and fined £2D. Peter Larkin and two others were­
alleged to have made abusive remarks about the Australian Kaiser'_ 
Wilhelm Hughes, and consequently got fined £5 each, with th~­
alte_rnative. of one month's imprisonment. · They are appealing:, 
agamst their sentences. ' 

Another I.W.W. comrad~, named Coombs, was convicted of: 
sedition at Broken Hill, the prosecuting attorney denouncing hiffi. 
as a "self-confessed Anarchist and a rebel." He was sentenced. 
to six months, but was released on bail pending ·an appeal. 

.. The Socialist (:Melbourne) continues to . appear after its raid~ ­
but the·editor has had another summons, signed by W. M. Hughes·, 
no less. In consequence, all the editor's articles · in the latest. 
issues are s~gned, the editor satirically giving his full ·name. and, 
address ev~ry time. · . '· 

It appears that Herr Hoffman, a Socialist member of the: 
Pr~ssi:an Lanqtag, has been arrested for distributing_ circulars. 
urgmg all workers of the Empire to declare a general strike; but,. 
possibly, this ease is ·on _a par with that of Mr. Tr,acy , Tupman1. 

who before pulling off his coat announced that he was going to do. 
for-somebody, ' and promptly got knocked out in the first rou.nd·. , 
~ ,· Raboch.ya R~ch (V~ice of Labo~r), .' a Russi~n paper ·printed< 
m the 'United · State~, 'has been £qrbidden 1i9 pass through the post: 
un~es~ a· true and trustworthy trru;i.slation ·of its. -contents is first; 
submitted.to the P.M.G. The editor declines"to do so and st·ates. 
his in~ention ·to ·use " Ruasi~n methods of ~irculation;.'' 

. . . - r ~ ·:' . " L.A.M.:·:· 
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A STORY · tJF :~BLO'C)If AND -IRON. 
~/·~ :; .. We s'eldom .consider the plights 9~£ other.s .. un1e-ss placed, in 
:fancy, at least, in their situl:!>tions. . Suppose, for instance.;_ y9u. 
chalk off a space in your room seven feet squail"e,J6wer the ceiling 
to eight feet, imagine"three -wallS' and· the ceiliiig ~are solid steel, 
t'he floor 0£ reinforced concrete, the fourth ' side slilit off from a 
glo.or.ny cwri~or b;y crossed bars of stee.L . . .T~~t you were . uD:de~ 
loC'.~ a.,nd key m this space davy and night· wjth tw9. or three others .. 
T~us girt rmmd with metal you would, · among ~other· .. things, oe: 
i~press~d ; with the importance of steel in st:r:-uctural "work. · · ·; 
... · ' Whep you stretched out y_our narrow canvas· from wall to wail 
a~ nigh:t,. and sleep o'ercame you, no.doubt b1:1t your :aream vision~ 
would reflect the 'hope of your waking hours; the. hope of release, 
~o walk and work again among your fellows, to be. free to lapour, 
to Ja ugh and to love. · · · · · · -· 
~ ·. · ~uch "is the situation th{s day and hour of seven meri in the 
county jail at Duluth, Minnesota, under · indictment for murder 
as result of a recent strike on the Mesaba Range. The wife of 
one is also indicted, but out on bail. All await trial on December 5~ 

If you believed, as do these men, that you were there because 
ol. your efforts to improve labour conditions by functioning in a 
great strike, guilty of no cri!Ife but opposing organised capital 
ip. thfl.t strike, you would doubtless like the world of Labour to hear 
jour 'story. · · . · ' ", . / 

Here, then; in brief is their story, as · substantiated by investi­
gators of the lndustria.l :B,el~tions Committee ;and the Minnesota 
Labour Commission, revealed by hundreds · of affidavits, and 
endorsed by the State Federations of Labour of both Michigan 
and Minnesota. · 

The Mesaba Range produces 65 per cent. of the nation's 
output o:f iro~. It is controUed absolutely by the U.S. Steel 
Corporation, whose hqstility to Labour is infamous. In byegone 
1ear.s it imported workers from all _nation,s to aid in keeping Labour 
divided. Since ·the lost strike-nine years ago-conditions.grew 
w.qrs~ day by da.~. . Working p; r· diem or .by contract your . pay 
grew less and less, without you had a roll of bills, a pretty daugliter, 
0r a handsome wife to turn over to the greed -and lust of foremen. 
: - .A climax came. On .Juri;e 2 last a strike began at Aurora, 
~preading rapidly' acrosE? the range. A m~ss . of revolting workers, 
apeaking many tongues, downed tools in eyery ·. c~mp ;without 
organisation or spokesmen. Someone amQng them sent for Carlo 
Tresca· (Italian), Joe Schmidt (Slavic), and· Sam Scarlett to speak 
snd organise. These can:ie and worked night and day instructing 
the miners how to express themselves in a compact union body. 
They offered to leave the State when the operators would agree to 
confer with the men, but the operators '' had nothing to arbitra.te. '' 

Hundred~ of gunmen of the usual type \\'.ere imported by the 
Steel Trust and deputised. Over six hundred arrests were mad~ 
on all sorts of pretexts. John Aliar, an unarmed striker, was 
killed-shot · in the back near his humble home. Many were 
beaten and wounded. All cons.titutional rights were revoked. 

On July 3 four drunken deputies rushed into the home of 
Phillip Masonovich at Biwa.bik. One struck his wife, knocking 
her down. Her h_usoand and three boarders, although ·unarmed, 
sprang up to defend her. In the fight that followed ~ .deputy 
was killed-sho,t, .as evidence indicates, by another in the con­
fusion. Besides the occupants of the house, including the woman 
and her tiny baby, afl the organisers on the rang·e were gathered 
up, sent by special train to Duluth, and charged with murder. 

Despite discouragements, the strike went on till late Sep­
tember, when the miners voted to resum·e work ·and devote all 
energy to the defence of their wrongly accused br6thers. 

They have engaged Judge 0. N. Hilton (Denv~r), Arthur Le 
Sueur (Fort Scott), and John A. Keyes (Duluth) tb° head the 
counsel for the defence. A most momentous legal battle will soon 
begin when these clash with the vindictive power of the Steel 
Trust. 

And, as I write, in Jose Schmidt's Pennsylvania home, a 
wasted baby form lies in a little coffi.n_:_a babe that never knew its 

.. tather-one of those men in the small steel cells at Duluth, where 
the chill winds frorri Lake Superior whistle- around the prison-­
'he ·abode always provicted by Capital for a rebellious worker. 

Virginia, .Minn., U. S.A; . HARRISON GEORGE. 
October 25. 
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.., ;A€TION, ~~~~'!~_ · W'()Rins:~ ·:"' . 

:. : · · ·otie · ;£ tl~e . le~st upderst.ooa · tlieorie~· re1at1ng.· to · s9c1.~ty · i~ . ~4a t . 
expre~sed in the ~erm .. Anarchism. Socialist and ·Tory, Liberal 
a:rtd"R.a~ic~_l, have all Joined i_n the · de!ectable task o.f mis_repre·~~ 
sentiµg it, and have either painted Anarchi'sts as those unmor.al 
peoplff _who s_eek to destroy_ ~ndiscriminately human life and. 
property, or when ·c'onfronted with our real aims, methods; ·and 
~spirations; ·ha.ve ·de,clared that human nature was human nature ,.' 
th~ leopard could not change his spots, a.nd that we were absurd 
idealists of the first degree. - _- .-- -. · - : 

With the Governments of Europe busy putting into practice 
.those theories which they have repeatedly declare.d were pr9.fessed: 
by Anarchists, it is perhaps ·an opportune moment in which to 
~alyse our position. Most thinkers reqognise that the millennium 
will arrive some day in the far, far distant future ; that is, if we. 
keep on nursing the populace by our present method of tall}iilg arid 
doing nothing. . _ _ 

There are.hundreds of people to-day with pent-up energy,. 
who; given the opportunity to expand, would show the world in 
a practical manner how to live". Our present abortive system 
gives no one a chance to show his or her qualities. · Were- these 
people transplanted to surroundings congenial to their cliarac.ter 
excellent results would follow. That .is why co-operate. effort on 
the part of the workers would achieve infinitely more than all the 
street corner tub-thumping oratory so vigorously delivered to-day. 

The whole · teaching of the world's greatest men and wome~ 
when summed up .G,as been, ''Love your fellow-men.'' To-day 
that 'is not in the realm of possibility when your best fri~nd -is 
s-triving for the job you now hold. Why? Because he· must · 
live as w_ell as you. Think for one moment. In this world of 
plenty there is not enough to go round, and t:Q.e struggle for· 
existence dehumanises us. How much longer are we going to 
be content with talking, talking, talking? Yet all the time if one­
glances round th~re are abundant evidences o-f the rottenness . of 
civdisation. , 

A world war, lunatic asylums, gaols, hospitals full through 
preventable diseases mostly traceable to poverty. Brothels and 
goodness knows how many. more samples of hell. Little children 
walking about half-starved, ill-clad, and 1physically deformed. 
Why? Because -although the baker bakes bread he has none for 
the nippers. The cobbler make.s boots, and he himself 1ears. 
old trash. The builder builds palaces and lives with wife and 
kids in a garret. When will people realise that gaols,· brothels,. 
and an organised police force, are onty products of a rotten social 
organism-products of that arch-fiend Power, and its twin. 
Authority? . -

How much longer are we going to fret ourselves patching this 
accursed system, when each sore on it would take a plaster as 
large as a bed quilt. Take the sµrgeon as example, and cut it 
out. But the advanced movement of to-day instead of marching 
on, delights in doing a step-dance in one place. ·This destroys 
enthusiasm, for those who possess the necessary energy must .li>E1 
up and doing. Individual action is 'infectious, and if we work: 
with might and main ·for the establishment of our aims .we can 
do more to realise our ideals than any amount of .talking and 
holding meetings like a lot of old maids over. a cup of tea. This 
will only result in mouldiness,· and in the end will harness our, 
one-time fiery spirit. tO the bureaucratic vehicle, and we will 
develop a nice taste for official etiquette,. and stand out for recog­
nition of all the rules and regulations that have ever been designed 
to crush the initiative of a people. 

.'' Gassing '' is easy. Bill Adams won the battle of W aterloe> 
with it. . We have yet to show the world that we .are right, and 
that people can be happier living in complete liberty than under 
the awe of a Governmel?-tal chopper, that. a co':untry booby in blue· 
or a bully from the town dressed up in khaki are not arguments. 
for liberty, but ignorance arid authority personified. ffµmanity 
must get a move on. We want to give the people a chance of 
living a~cording to their desires. Don't preach, but live and . 
start the millennium by example. It will spread quicker than 
the war fever. Don't wait to be ' led. Advanced mov.einents. 
r~nfairi stagnant to-day because the people. are content. fo trust. 
Labour leaders, theory-mongers, · and academicians,· men and: 
women who do not understand manual work and the real need.:.:­
of. .~he workers. - I£ you want salvation do not theorise'. . We de» 
'Il,ot want a 1ib~ary-reading-room. revolution. _ Let the man in the 
street see thi:it we do not want to pick his pocket or blow him up 
·;With bombs-these methods belong . to the bosses-'-but that we 
want first a sunny corner for ourselves, and to help him also to a 
place in the sun. We can show him that it is quite1 possil;>le: · t~ 
live without dynamite· and eviction ·orders. Isn't it tifue that our­
ide!:\is , were pU;t in,to op~ravion:-eo-operattvelyJ if possible-indi-
. Vi.dually 'if thst IS not practicabl~ : .· '' ' , ' . ~ > 

Let us group up with those congen'fart'O· us and start do1ng 
something. B. B. 
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OUR ;0_RISO~ER~ - ·<;)f WAR . . The -war Spjrit. · 

W ~ he~~ frOI!;l ~¥~ o~ ~~ ~orpr~4~t3. ~.ert Wells, thi:tt he is · ·•' If I am in command when war breaks out, I shall issue al 
no'Y domg ~ork q~ . J'.!.a~i0p.al _imP.?Y~~nc~ ~Ji: -the Road B~a:rd - - my ord·er~: -- .. . . . · . .. . . . . · 
Damp_ ~t ~a:llaqhp~~sp .. +he pon~1tip~~ ~re a~ tolerable as might · • The. essence of war is ~iolence. 
be exp~9tea from our kmd n~lers, who have been so busy .under- Moderation in war is imbecility. 
studyil}g Ru~leben ~itd ~he hke. Our. comrade ~as spent_ some Hit first hit hard and hit an where.' 
iou:r months m Perth prison, after prev10usl:t h:;i.vmg expenenced " . ' . ' Y 
·the jo;ff of various guardrooms. '.}:he change.i's very n;mch for the ~ . . . I~ you. rub it i:i: both at h?me and abroad th!1t you are 
better as the diet is a trifle more varied and is- allowed to be ready for mstant war with ·every umt of you~ strength m the first 

:sU:ppl~rriented by home supplies. W.e understapd ~he comratles l~e, a~d intep.d to ~-e first in and hi_t your en~my in ~he ~rnll_y and 
.i:p. tl?-e N~wha.ven camp are anxious to start a p·aper of their own . kick him when 4e II:\ d~wn,_ and b01l your pn~oners m 011 (if you 
dn ~impar li:p.es -to that issued from Dyce Camp. We might ta~e any!), and tort~re his :women an~ children, then people 
:suggest, however, that they should air their views and experiences ' will ~eep clear ?f you. -Admiml Lord Fisher.-Characte1· sketch, 
ill FREEDOM which 'will welcome such contributions from men who Review of Reviews, February, 1910. ' · . . . . . . 
~!fve p~-ssed through and suffered much for the cause of individual " We must exact life for life. . . . Let the Allies intimate 
liberty . . ' now that every case of rape, pillage, and murder, will meet with 

The police made another·. visitation to the Stockport Com- instant reprisals on 'the bodies of the robbers and murderers already 
munist Ch;b and captured Robert Williams, making six in all in in our harnJs, and there will-be lef;)s of it, perhaps none at all."-
·tpree ~aids. Of those previously arrested there our comrades, Rev. R. J. Camp'/;J~ll, i1n Sunda.y H~rald, August 6, 1916. 
Willian..i Jackson and Hopkins, were sentenced to two years' hard · 
labour at the Birkenhead District Court-martial for disobeying 
'"lawful" commands of their superior officers. Comrade Williams 
recourits that he, too, was taken to Birkenhead and court­
b:1artialled (with what results is not stated). He says that his 
-first impressions of the morale of his comrades in khaki were not 
inspiritll:;ig, but confesses that later on he modified them. It 
.appears th~t on November 9 three soldiers .were put in the guard­
i9om for some rea.son or other. Shortly Jtfterwards a clamquring 
was heard outside, and it transpired that the whole battalion had 
turned out_in pr-otest and asked for their immediate release. They _ 
threatened to fix bayonets, and as each man had eight rounds of 
amrhunition the commanding officer had to give way to them. 
Herbert Holt has, it appears, accepted Home Office work, and is 
now in Wakefield. Harry Brewer has been to Aldershot and had 
'forced pack drill, and what he terms_" pick and shovel drill." He 
is now at Wormwood Scrubs doing 56 days' hard labour. Guy 
Aldred, of the Spur, is, we learn, at the same prison, having left 
-the attractive '' joys '' of Dyce. · 

At the. latest round-up at the Herald reunion at Holborn Hall, 
·some comrades were detained by our old enemy, Inspector 
Sandercock, ~ho had ,the pleasure of appearing in court against 
~our-~lbert Pell, Percy Davis, Harry S. Britton, and Henry B : 
Offel. These were hard-hearted enough to state at the. round-up 
·that they had not attested, ·and did not intend to do so. It 
appears, however, that Britton had appealed to three tribuna.Is. 
as an objector, but met the usual fate of object9rs of the Simon 
Pure type. He was put back for enquiries, the others being fined 
.-and h~nded over. 

Australia Rejects Conscription. 
Having in mind the quiet acceptance of all Governmental 

·dictates in :this happy landJof'the free, it is refreshing to find that 
with all Billy ~Hughes's powers of persuasion AustraJia will have 
none of his scheme for qonscripting its citizens. All his much­
-advertised influence and bombast have proved so much froth which 
has defoded nobody but himself. We congratulate the revolu­
tionary element in Australia that has done so much to secure the 
rE?jection by the decisive -majority of 61,000 0£ this particularly 
obnoxious form of sla.very. With industrial conscription an estab­
lished fa;ct in this country, we realise what it would have meant to 
the workers in the Island Continent if they had not protected their 
i:r~.violate. right to their own bodies. May they carry their courage 
a step further and refuse to allow themselves to be governed by 
a gang that, while masquerading under the name of Labour Party, 
takes its marching or4er·s from the bosses. · 

The Ne.w PaP,er. 
By the time this num}:>er ~f FR~EDOM appears,, the first .issµe 

of Satire will be in the press , A great deal of ip.terest has peen 
aroused by 0ur last announcement, and the paper seems Po be 
.certain of a good welcome. SubscriptionFi are beginning-to come 
in, and if this continues, the comrade_s concem~d w~th ~he public,a­
tion will find th~ir way much easier in keeping up the production 
of the only illustrated paper in the rebel moveµtent:· In !=>rder to 
gu_atantee the continuity of its appearance, however, comrades~are 
invited to contribute to the Guarantee Fund, the .smallest amou~t 
being welcome. ' 

The receipt of a free cop·y of..this paper 's an lrivit~tion to 
subseri~e ls. 6d. per annuyn:. ~ 

NOTICES. 
FREEDOM Office, 12!t, Ossulston Street, Somers Town, is open every Satur­

day from 2 p.m. till 6 o'clock. Comrades are heartily invited to call. 

Marsh House (1, Mecklenburgh Street, W.C.) i;; now closed; all corres-
pondence should be addressed to FREEDOM OFFICE. , 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
(October 24-November 23.) 

Special Appeal.-A. Bouju, ls. 4d. ~ B. Black, 3s.; A. and F. Bosazza, 2s. 6d. ; 
· P. Costa, 3s. 6d.; B. Oberto, ls.; F. G. Gibello, ls.; V. Oberto, ls.; B. 

Peary, 3s. ;, R.C.F.W., 3s. 6d.; E. Michaels, 2s. ; Pac.ker, ls. ; C. Chapman, 
ls. 6d.; C. Frigerio, 5s.; Pax, 7s.; W. Ouppit, 2s.; H. G. Russell, 2~.; 
Gateshead Group, 4s.; Kosmos, 2s. 6d.; W. G. Orr, 10s.; Social 
Democratic Federation, Capetown, £2 2s. 6d. 

FREED.OM Subscripti01ls.-A. Harvey, 5s.; P. Costa, ls. 6d.; B. Oberto, ls. 6d. ; 
Princesvalle, ls. 6d.; F. G. Gibello, ls. 6d.; V. Oberto, ls. 6d.; C. Barnet.) 
ls. 6d.; V. E. Boyd, 3s.; G. Robinson, ls.; R.C.F.W., ls. 6d.; D. F . 
Staffo1~<l, ls. 6d.; A. G. Barker, ls. 6d.; M. White, ls. 6d.; Pax, ls. 6d. ; 
R. Moore, ls. 6d.; H. G. Russell, ls. 6d.; A. W. Brown, 9d.; Mrs. White, 
ls. 6d.; Kosmos, ls. 6d. ; J. I. Sutcliffe, ls. 8d. · 

BOOKS AND PAM PH LETS. 
Send post-card to address below for new and revised list of books 

and pamphlets, post free. 

ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
THE w AGE SYSTEM. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
rrHE STATE: ITS HISTORJC ROLE. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
TALK BETWEEN TWO WORKERS. By E. MALATESTA. ld. 
DIRECT ACTION v. LEGISLATION. By J. BLAIR SMITH. ld. 
THE PYRAMID OF TYRANNY. By D. NrnuwENHUIS. ld. 
LA w AND AUTHORITY. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. By PETER KROPO'rKIN. ld. · 
THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. With Portraits. ld .. 
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE. id. 
w AR. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL: A MARXIAN FALLACY. 

By W. TCHERKESOFF. ld. 
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By ELISEE RECLUS. Id. 
WOMAN'S FREEDOM. By LIL),' GAIR WILKINSO~. ld. 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL SOCIETY. By E. CARPENTER. 3d. 
DUTY OF CIVIL DISOBEDIE~CE. By H . THOREAU. 3tl. J 

' Postage extra-i'd .' for ea'ch two Pamphlets. . 
• . . L 

MODERN SCIENbE AND ANARCHISM. By P~TER. KRoPo~ .. 
KIN . . Paper covers, 6d.; postage, rn: 

THE. CONQUEST OF BREAD. By P·E'."~...R KROPOTKIN. · ls: net, 
postage 3d. _ -

. FlELD_S, ¥ACTORIES, AND WOEh. 110PS. By PETER 
KROPOTKIN. Cloth, ls. 3d. net, postagb 3d. 

MUTUAL AID. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ls. net, postage 2d. 
PAGES oF socrALIST HISTORY. By w~ TcHERKEsoFF. 

ls ." net, postage 3d. 
Orders, with cash~ to be sent to . 
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