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NOTES. 
Labour Party's Sixteen Years. 

The Annual Report of the Labour Party states that when thG 
first Conference of the · party was held in Manchester in 1901, 8:! 
d@legates attended, representing a membership of 456,000; the Con­
ference held in Manchester last month was attended by over 700 
delegates, representing a membership of nearly 2,250,000. Thi.3 
first year's income totalled £243, compared with the sum of 
£ 11, 733 received during the past twelve months. If numbern 
counted for anything, one would expect something valuable to th~ 
workers as a result of the activities 0f such a powerful body as 

. this. ·But as a pure mattet of fact. the only benefits .realised have 
been gained by the leaders of-the party. This has been strikingly 
shown during the war. Side by side with the degtadation and en­
slavement of the workers they are supposed · t ·o represent, the 
leaders have ·increased in favour with .the master class, and to-day 
as a reward for their assistance the following Labour members are 
in Lloyd George's Government (with a living wage for each of 
them):-

Memher of the War Committee-Right Hon. A. Henderson. 
Minister for Labour-Right Hon. John Hodge. 
Pensions Minister-Right Hon. George N. Barnes. 
Under-Secretary for Home A.ffairs--Right Hon. W. Brace. 
Parliamentary Secretary to Board of Trade-G. H. Roberts. 
·Junior Lord of the Treasury-J. Parker. · 

This resul~ is the most scathing indictment of the Lab0ur Party 
that can be imagined, and a vindication of ·the Anarchists' 'lppo­
sition to Parliamentary action. When one remembers the high 
hopes and enthusiasm of the early days .of the Labour Party, anrl 
the enormous amount of work put in by E?ocialists to build it up, 
it is enough to niake one weep to see·this tragic result. Sixteen 
years wasted. · Now the Right Hon. A. Henderson advocates the 
introduction of coloured labour, and . the Right Hun. John Hodge 
threatens strikers with the penalties of the Munitjons Act unless 

• .they go back to .work. . And this party now ha~ 2,250,000 workers 
as members! 

0()ckers' Battalions. 
The idea of putting dockers into khaki and having them under 

~ilitary control has been such a success fro·m the masters' point' of 
view that another 10,000 are to be enrolled. Labour is still a Uttle 
bit su~picious of its rulers; and r~ised a protest against the forma­
tion o~ more of these battalions, saying they n11ght be used to 
break strikes. An of$cial statement was accordingly issued s~ying 
that these battalions were simply formed to remedy a~y ''·deficiency 
of labour " ~n the port of the United Kingp.om. They ha~ no 
in~en_tiol:! of. us~ng them to b~eak strikes. Such an i4ea never 
entered their heads: 'I1hen the statement went o~ to s·ay that, of 
course, if dockers went on strike that would mean there was · a 
" defici·ency of labour " at the ports cencerned, and the dockers· 
battalions would be drafted there to supply the" deficiency." It's 
·so simple~almost as· simple- as the workers. · And the Labour 
Party Report, referred to above-, has this · touching little sentence 
:which · we really must quote here:- · , · · . 

· '-' There is no doubt that the presence of members of the 
·pa-rty in the Governm·ent has kept the views of · Labour 
prominent a·nd possibly prevented things being decided upon 
which would be prejudicial to the interests of those whom. the 

· party specially represents, and which would have disturbeil 
·" the unity now ·existing in the country to see this· war 
-through.-" · · · · · · 

·when one remembers the Munitions Act, the Defence·of the Realm 
·Act, · and ·the - other· liberty.:brea:.thing ordinances passed by ·th6 
Government during the war, the· delicate humour of the above sen­
tence seems a work of art . 

. ~: ;; 

·Thw,.Offieial Mind .. · -. - .. · 
· Our contention i~-:p~evi~us issues of ~' FREEDOM '' that the 

members of the Government who have presided over the Board of 

Agri~lture have .possessed neither insight nor yet breadth of 
vis10n ha$ been .still further emphasised during the past few weeks. 
'Ihe proposal made by the War Office to draft 30,000 men from the 
already too-depleted farms into the Army provides us with an illus~ 
trat10n of the capacity for great ideas pm:lsessed by tf>e official 
mind.. Hodge, the skilled farm worker, being physically fit and 
therefore likely to make good cannon fodder, must be replaced by 
the C3 men, who because of their lack of stamina, have been passed 
by the Army doctors for sedentary wor'k only. In such circum­
stances, is it any wonder that the man in the street, being told one 
day to plant potatoes in his backyard because we are in this coun­
try fast approaching the position of a " beleaguered city," is 
utterly befogged by the actions of those who in his .innocence he 
had fondly supposed .were, as members of the Government, or­
dained to take spe.cial and parental care of him? Even though the 
matter may have now been more or less satisfactorily adjuste<l 
between the Board of Agriculture and the War Office, it is certainly 
not surprising that doubt in the wisdom and beneficence of our 
rulers is fast taking hold of even the least intelHgent. Only let 
many other such idiotic instances of our precious bureaucratio 
system become manifest, and the whole fabrio of government must 
perforce become discredited. 

Agriculture and Co-operation. 
Agriculture being the question of the hour, it is .not surprising 

to find thi;tt. a resolution d·ealing with the production of foodstuffa 
at · the lowest practicable price was brought up for disGussion 
at the Labour Party's Conference. But the matter c~nnot end 
with this or any number of resolutions. Agriculture must loom 
large upon our horizon during the next few years and the wbold 
matter adjusted, not in the light of any mere reform policy, but 
by a vigorous gr.a.pp ling with the social structure of this country. 
and that will be found to rest upon our agriculture. It is not 
enough that the Labour Party piously demands a ma.ximum of 
foodstuffs at the lowest practicable price, nor yet that the press 
puts in a plea for a· minimum price for agricultural labour. This is 
a mere tinkering with the subject. More drastic methods are 
necessary, and the Daily News in its issue of January 15 comes 
dangerously ·near to discovering the secret. " One of the leasons," 
it declares, ''.why agricultural conditions have been so notoriously 
unsatisfactory in the past was that the man whose hands actuall1 
raised the stock and tilled the field was the one man whose in­
tere.sts w~nt wholly unconsidered.'' When the full significance of 
this sentence is grasped it will be realised how necessary it if? f9r 
Labour to insist upon the co-operative principl.e being applied to 
the land, with the result that the man who tills the soil, instead of 
being one Gf ' the most despi.sed and· neglected of men, shall 
unite intelligently and freely with his fellows in producjng food for 
all, and of which he shall receive a full share. Co-operation or 
free associ·ation can and will achieve this end, where the Labour 
Party, with. its faith in legislation, is bound to fail. For legisla­
tion is dependent on permanent officials an.d bureaucrats, but in a 
co-operative effo.rt we all can directly unite and take for ourselves 
·the :fruits of our labours. This, -of course,· mean·s the abolition of 
landlordism. · 

M on.e_y for Slatig hter. 
The new War Loan.has been .responsible .for much-cant being 

uttered about '' thrift and patriotism.'.' _ The public having been 
nursed into a suitable condition of mind, have been treated to a 
little homily on thrift, and are re~inded that shares in · the new 
Loan will constitute · a profitable f<;:rm of patriotism. . The daily 
press in using s3-1-ch a· term is perfectly ser~ous, and d_oes· not ·see 
the grim hu:f!1our behind the phrase. It was probably merely 
conscious of booming the virtue of patriotism on the basis of fil 
per cent interest on money inves~ed. _ The prospect certainly 
seems an alluring one to· those desirous of earning the title ,of 
'' patriot.-'' But what of the new gi~aves on- the' bat"tlefield , antl 
the· maimed, limbs -and desolate homes that this fresh loan will 
help to make possible? 
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···compu4sipn for VJomen Coming. 

Th@ sch~me reeently put fo;r:ward, to place wome,n on t4e lantl 
on a n;~y~onal war-E1erv.ing baE?is has takeJ;l U§ one step further 
toward§) the u:q.iversal c.e:mscriptjon of women. The end.eavq·ur to 
replace m,en oai the l~nd by W?men trained for the purpq~e has. 
not µp to the present geen' alt.qgether ·successful. Despite the 
appeals to their patriotis'm, few women enrolled themselves for this 
work, ar:d when it is · understood that they recei"."ed the merely 
local agricultural rates fo~ a 12-hour day, usually commencing at 
5-30 a.m.,' the results are not surprising. 'Bus conducting, or even 
munition work§\, q~ld out mq:r~ attraqtive possibilities to the 
wo:r;neµ. l.~ i$ now hoped to obtain the ser;vices of some 100,000 

. women and girls· who will be trained at ccunty training centres. 
It is proposed t.hat t.hese should be compvlso:r:ily billeted and 

. receive a sol.dier's pay of ls~ daily, the farmers to pay the local 
.rates . of wage~ (t.o the !hilitary, we presum1?). Vniforrrrs are 
to b~ worn.. 1his ambitious sc.heme put forward by the Women's. 
Natio~al :1-a.nd Se1viee Corps is certainly comprehensive in scope, 
Bi?~ w1p, if adopted, do much to further the still greater regirn-enta­
t10n of women workers. But it remains to be seen whether the 
powers~~hat-be cait rise to the ccc.asion and provide the necessary 

·· r::ounty training centres, or, what is still mo·re important, whether 
the necessary number- oi . women will . pre$.ent themselves for 
enrolment. We await with. int.erest. the further development cf 
this scheme which would, if the women were actually seCl.J.ted 
by compulsien, plac.e them as conscripts in the same oatego11y ~s 
the· men. 

Millionaires and fh~ir Cost. 

. The M a,nche$ter Gua,rdian, of December 23., printed. somt• 
1 

• remarkable figures showing the. greaf increase ~n the number of 
Arperican millionaires, and ·also 't.he great increase ill their wealth 
indiviQ.u~lly. For the year end1ng June 30, 1916, the income tax 
colle9ted Oii; indivi~ual incomes was $68,000,000, in the preceding 
12 months it was $41,000,000, an increase of 65 p_er cent ., alth,ough 
the number of pe.rsons paying the tax was practically unchanged 
at. 337,0.00. Of course, the war in Europe has a great deal to do 
with this tremendous increase, but it may be truly said that in 

··Pae Ui;iited ~tates ~he rich ar~ getting richer. But the poor? 
Wel~; a nat10n can:qot pi;oduce millionaires. without paying tlrn 
cost,. · · And to realise their cost we will quote some of the remarks 
of Miss J osep.hine Goldmark, of the N at.ional Consumers' League. 
~emember that the Un1t~d Sta.tes uses more "labour-saving" 
mac,hine:Y. than any other country : -: 

'' Overwork is the greatest single menace to public health 
in Ar::ierica," she said. " People are ying younger in 
!i.merica than ever before. Workers are wearing out more 
qu.ickly~ · The dii;:ieases which , are carrying them off are 
plainly the diseases of overwork. r.rhe deatp-rate fro~ a.po­
, 1.exy and nervous diseases has inqreased 19 per cent. in ten 
years, ac(!ording to the census records of 5,000,000 working 
peopl~; from. ?eart . dise~se the increase has been 29 pe~ 

_ cent.; fro!!?- drneases o.f the kidneys and urinary system, 
43 per cent., and from diseases of the liver and digestive 
organs, 34 per cent. · It_ does not take a physician to know 
t4at .these diseases are typical_ly the dise~s~s of fatigue.'' 

. . 

· ~ven 11 child ~0;llllq ~ee the remedy,-that the . workers $hould 
hold_ -the, w.ealth th~y produc~ and use it ~or thE?.ir 9w~ comfort, 

_ ra~,h_e.,r t~a_n, ~13,n~ i_t o:ver to the parasitic millionai~es . it may 
s~.m. revolutio:µi:u;y,, }?ut !:!:~ leaE_!t. i,t i~ commonsense .. 

"We Nev~r Forget.'' 

·My a,dviCe to. working men. is thjs : l£ y0'lit warnt power h1 this 
country; i£ you want to make yo-urs·elves felt; if yotl do nqt want 
your chHdren to wait long years before they have the brea.d on the 
table t?ey ought to have, the opportunities . in .life . "they ought to 
have; l_f ~Qu don't w,:an,t. to w~i.t yourf?eh'.es, Write your banner 
·l?:Q. ~h~t, eyery politLcal trimmer ~ari read it., '' We ~ever forget.'' 
If ,yo:u. la":lnc? ~~e .. ¥.r0w o~ E?a~ca.~m at, .Labour, we never forget ; if 
ther.~ : 1s a q_iv1s_ion. J.P. C.onITTef?i;i,,. al'.ld yo;\l ~li:row your vote in the 
wro.ng -s,eale! w.e, IfSVe;r forg~~· °Yqu ri).ay go down on your knees 
~:nd. S\lY.:' . '.'· I aJP. .8-P:r:rY I diq. the .. act.," and we will ~my, '.' It will 
avail.yo~ ·~. h~ven, \rµt on tbj.s side ~f the ·grave, never I" 

· · ~ W endeU Phillip$. 

·, The; rec,eipt.,'.ofr a ~f,ree ·, COJ>'Y, of this paper is an invitation to 
· su bseni.b~l sdi.d ~ pebi.rfn·u·ro... · . ·· · 

THE 'SOCIAL WAR. 
In Laus<;inne, we · learn from the Rev.(}il, there has }Jt:~en a 

stri~e 9f typesetters which has met the usual fate of such strikes. 
Bertoni, the· editor of the Reveil, himself took an ' active part in 
enc.our-~ging the strikers, at the ~awe time pointing out the futifoy 
of striking merely for an increase of pay, which would evenJually be 
balanced by a corres_ronding rise in prices. The authorities tried the 
Br:i~nd t~uch an<;l mobiLsed some of the strikers, ordering them 
back to their work at_ soldier's pay. Ow,ing to the usual mis-organi­
sa_t.ion of strike funds by the Trade Union leaders not a few of 
the men wtnt back to work voluntarily or else took similar places 
elsewhere; in other words, they blacklegged themselves. There was -
apparently little or no support from kindred trade,s, such as machine-. 
minders. The futility of such guerilla warfare cannot. be too 
strongly insisttd upon; if we must strike, let it be a wholesale one,. . 
to win all the freedom we need-freedom to land, life, and leisure. 

Grave n~ws comes from Australia. Uke th~ Clyde workers the 
Sydney (N .. s. w.) \v'orkers ar~ suffering the spleen of a foJecl would­
be despot. His failure to impose conscription has left Wilhelm 
Hughes s0ur and angry. The activity of the I.W.W; has especia1ly 
got on his nerves, and no doubt by his direction some· savage sen­
tences have been imposed on several of the meri who were ·arrested, 
as announced in our ·columns some time ago .. · Flynn, Hamilton, 
McPherson, Beatty, Fagan, Grant, and Teen have been sentenced 
t0 fifteen years ea()h; Peter Larkin, Reeve, Besant, and Moore 

, ten, years each; and J 0hn B. King five , years. The solidarity 
the upper classe-s show in their ruthless dealing with 
'' agitators '' should be well known to the workers by now, but 
that they should. have openly gone out of their way to assure the 
incarceration of the I. W.W. men shows what a farce justice 
becomes when class interests are at stake. · The judge appointed 
to "consider'.' these eases was · a justice named Pring. Who is 
Pring? He is the. man who was appointed to try the Broken Hill 
strikers, and from the $afe security of the bench indulged 1n 
scurrilous libels on Tom Mann and the strikers generally. When 
the Newcastle miners' officials were arrested in 1910 he "tried" 
them. He also passed impartial judgment on the Lithg<;>w miners ' 
officials a year l?ter. Arid all of this . despite the fact that these 
cas~s we.re on diffeFe.nt circuits, not on Prring's. The authorities 
are not content with th~se brutal sentences, however, for they 
announce their int~ntion of taking steps .. to make the I. W.W. an 
illegal organisation in Australia. The Australians, · it should be 
noted, enjoy a reputed '' Labour '' Government. We have no 
reason to doubt that a '' Socialist '' or a ny other Government would 
be proportionat~ly as merciless, for it is the duty of any Govern­
ment to '' defend the realm '' with the thickest bludgeon at its 
disposal. So ' nrnch for the ·craze for capturing the political 
machine. 

W'ith regard to the foregoing comments, it may be answered • 
that the futility of direct action is proved, since it only incites the 
violent measures the authorities adopt. It may also be suggested 

· that this would not. happen if the workers acopted a reverent 
on-the-knee attitud~,, and, fqrther, were assured of real representa­
tio.n on the councils of the people. The misconception of the 
peaceful-penetrators urges them to regard direct action as throwing 
s-t9nes at policemen, "who a,re after all only doing their duty.'' fhe 
only direct actior:1 worth considering is the social general strike, the 
shortest (:lnd th~ quickest and the surest way to revolution and 
social industrial freedom. As we have said in a preceding para­
graph, guerilla warfare, whatever temporary advantag-e it may 
ga~n, qnly tends to defeat itself in the end. And as for Parliamen­
tary agitation, it invariably and inevitably results .in th~ further 
er:islaveme.nt of the workers under the cloak 0f giving them the v:er,y 
reforms t.hey ask for:. 

Two comrades of the Libertaire, .which now ·appears· only 
occasionally in leaflet form, have been lodged in prison in Paris. 
They are Ruff and Lecoin; the latter was arrest~d : in the street, 
Ruff being apprehended -at the Libertai11e office. Bot'h were charg-ed 
w_it:h vagabondage, despite the fact tha.t Ruff had the office key~ in 
his pocket when tal~en. Th~ author:itie.s are being petitionerl by 
th_e League of the Rights of Man for ·transference of the pri:soners 
to t?e political section, so that some definite charge may be made 
agamst them and fought out. Lecoin threatens <:!. ·hunger strike 
!f su~~ t_ransf ere.nee is not made. . M.eanti~e the police are making 
mqm:ne~ ana raids among the acquamtances of 'the ·two prisorie·rs, 
b~t ~o far haye· only possessed themselves of a few ·pamphlets· and 
marnfestoes. Now that. the French Government has g-ranted ·itself 
powers ·to inake regulations by decree, ·instead of going through 
thf> usual Parliamentary farce to obtain them, we may see a s_everer 
D.O.R.A. ~t work amongst the · anti-war .· organisa.tions in 
en_li~htened France. ' . ,,. L.A.M. 

' • I , ·· • .. 
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· Fo1:~e(( .i·cibow~. By J. A. HOBSON .' National Council for Civil 
Liberties. 3d. · · 

Thi.; pamphlet is an indictment of the new and ·intensified 
industl'ia~ slavery-now imminent, and which its promoters are seek­
ing t~' di~gtiis~ unde1~ the title of '' Na ti0;nal Service .·,' Mr. Hobson 
commences. with . a timely reminder how the Brit.ish people have 
been gradually and trea~herously _deprived of such liberties as they 

. possessed befor~ the outbrea·k ofthe " War' of Liberation ." · Ever 
mo)."e ·formidable grO\~s the "list. ci restrictions, starting with thB 

.. taboo .upon .the utte:i:anQe of opinions ?nd criticisms obnoxious to 
our self-appointed oJiga.rchy (whether expres8ed in speech, writing, 
or .printing), and going onto cmtailments of educational and Gani­
tary services, trade and travel, food and drink. 

·Simultaneously -has '. progressed the actual physical enslave ­
·ment of the worker; the National ·Register, introduced under the 
·solemn -pledge that it.had, and· would have, no relation to the ques ·· 
. tion of recruiting; 'the Derb_y scheme of " voluntary attestation," 
with the pledge that atte ted married men would not be called _to 
the An~y· until unattested si~1gle '' shirkers '' had been •Compelled; 
the first, .Conscription Act, for single men, with the pledge that it 

. would not be ext1ended ~o the marri~d, but ~evertheless followed 
.. in due .course by the amending Act for c.ornpelling .both single 
. and married men of military age, . Along this pathway of b;oken 
p:ledges, military Conscription has advanced to its present staged 
completeness (completeness , that is, until " military necessity " 

.. demaµds the raisi:qg of the age limit). 

'rhus far has military slavery prog:rnssed : now is the Govern-
'ment 's chosen time for concentrating upon the twin evil, indust.rial 
slav·ery (already, it should be noted, partially brought into being 
through the operation of the .Munitions of War Act). Male workers 
bepwee~1 the ages of 18 aµd 60 'are now invited to enrol as " volun­
teer war workers " in oflfojally recognised " indispensable " occu­
pations,. though the " voluntary " nature of this s~heme is some­

·Jwhat discounted by the fact of Lloyd George's d·eclaration that 
if the required numbers are not obtained '' we shall not hesitate to 
come . tq Parliament to ask Parliament to release us from pledges 
gipen in other circumstances, to obtain the necessary powers for 

·rendering our plans folly effective." 'Mr. Hobson makes somt­
sca thjng comments on '' the theory of pledges ) ' and the broken 
pledges which have accompanied what he fitt.ingly describes as 
" the political Rake's Progress towards despotism. " 

The pamphlet is excellent as regards its purely '.' des~ructive " 
.side, but when it comes to. the question of an alternative to forced 
labour·, Anarchists must join isslie with Mr. Hobson, whose sug­
gesti_on is"' to remove, either by jncome or property taxatiqn, or by 
a high continuous compulsory loan, as much as po·ssible of th8 

.. S_uperfluous inC()IDe which js expended in demand for the luxuries, 
· comforts, and unnecessaries. By such means you will compel the 
· labour to flow volunta.rily from these stopped or damaged indus­

tries into , the industries which are fndispensable and which offer 
ernplo·yment. Sufficiently high ta~ation wl.11 force the well-to-do 

.fo retrench expenditure, and this retrenchment will set free labour 
:.arid materials for employmei1t in the vital industries of the coun­
try." The italics ar1e the present writer's, and are designed to call 

" ~ttention to a palpable '' bull '' on the part of Mr. Hobson. The 
. ·difference between the plan · proposed . by the eminent economist 
an,d_ ~h:e desi?n of the despots whom hf3 criticis·es is apparently only 

. bne -of. met.hod: our self-constitu.ted sa.viours propose to use t~ie 
brute forc·e of the State (if necessary for the purpose) to compel 

. men. ~o leave certajn occupations and engage in others, while Mr . 
' "Hobson suggests that the offic~ally undesirable industries should 
- be ·ruined, wholly or partially' (and tpat the labour employed in 

them should l)e ~hus displaced) by high taxation levied on the 
consumers. o.f the products of those indus.tries. · In other words, it 

· is· the difference· between the political economy of the Manchester 
i£ehool g,nd that ~.of , the State Socia~ists. Each of these systems 
invo~ves ·compulsion-one direct· and the other jndirect. , · The only 
poss1ble and logical .alternat.ive to forced labour is-to end the 
war, T.S . 

MILITARY RETURN SOME OF OU~ GOODS. 

As the result of a letter to Major-General Sir Fr~ancis Lloyd, 
enclosing a copy of "FREEDOM " and cuttings ·from. Forward and 
the Herald, commenting on the action of t0he military in retaining 
literature and type taken from " FREEDOM " Office, we· had a letter 
to say that the General Officer Commanding ·had ordered a special 
inquiry into the points raised by us, and ·on J anuary 13 Inspector 
Sandercock, who made both ra.ids, brought back ·what he gave hi. 
word of honour was everything taken from us except the type 
and printing material and a few things ordered to ·be destroyed. 
'rhe latter included Voice ·of Labour of April 15- (for wl;iich we were 
sent to pris.on), all copies of Mother Earth (many of them pub -
lished before the war), a.nd Blasb (San Francisco), also ·a few of 
' · The Last War, '' and all photos of the leaders h1 the Dublin 
rebellion of last Easter. · 

It seems as though thes.e people can never do a decent action. 
If things are t.aken away for examination, at least we might expect· 
some care to be taken of them, but in this we are mistakei1. A 
van with a dirt·y floor was used to bring the goods back, aUtl 
pamphlets, papers, books, etc., were thrown loose into the van, 
except some which had been put into a sack. Everything was 
mixed up, making it impossible to check them at .the time . 
Several of us 'Nere engaged for hours sorting the things out, . and 
throwing aside those too dirty to s.ell. Sandercock brought a list 
of the titles of books and pamphlets returned, but no quantities 
were stated . In spite .of the inspector 's " word of honour," we 
hav·e since discovered many things missing, principally all the busi­
ness books taken on the second raid, and about 100 shilling books 
on the first raid. Application has been made for . them and other 
things .. 

We were informed that the type would be kept ti-11 after the 
wai· unless we signed an undertakillg not to use it to print any­
thing against the Defence of the Realm Act. Up to the present we 
have declined, as this undertaking is too vague, and we are trying 
to find out what it really means. If they wanted to send us tu 
prison aga.in, any magistrate ·would find an excuse in any issue of 
'' FREEDOM '' since the war started. So perhaps the fewer under­
takings we sign the better for our personal liberty. 

THE .PEOPLES \VANT PEACE;. 

We have just started a New Year, a time when new resolutions 
are made, often broken, but sometimes carried out. The powers­
that-be say that we do not want '' Peace u ; they are engaged 
in weeding out more men, conscripting older men for labour, and 
appealing to women to still more largely help with munitions and 
the displacing of men fit for active service. Therefore, the powers­
tha t-be are bent on continuing the war. The question arises : Do 
the people want war, those people who make all the sacrifices, 
the mothers, wives, and sweethearts, whose dear ones are in 
France being blown to pieces, whilst our politicians and diplomats 
talk in a big way of fighting to a finish and winning the war? 
There are those amongst us who desire peace immediately, ';\,'ho, 
further, have no interest in tlre war, apart from their interest in 
the men whose lives are being wasted in a quarrel which is not 
theirs. This number, though comparatively small at present, is 
growing and developing; the time will arrive when it will raise a cry 
that must be heard . No Government, however strong, can ignore 
the people's will. Once they make up their minds that they will 
have peace, they can have peace, no matter what country . they 
inhabit. If people declare. a bold policy such as this in one country 
it will always find adherents in other countries. 

This war has reached a stage now when the financial burden 
is enormous, and the loss of life terrible to all nations participating. 
People in all countries are wishing to see the end. Neutral 
countr.ies are giving a lead in paving the way for peace. S0r it 
behoves all those who feel the uselessness of carrying on this war to 
come out and say so, thus helping to build up. that public opinion 

· that no Cabinet can ignore, and which must ultimately end ih our 
desire being obtained. So for the New .Year, it is not sufficient 
to hope for peace, but we must come out and act, and theh our 
hopes will be realised. · -

· A1s far as the people's liberties which are being more and more 
sacrificed are concerned, these must not be forgqHen. Our 
struggle for peace must embody our struggle for ,liberty ;.for with­
out liberty peace is impossible. So in the end it behoves each of 

. us to become strong -individually, to listen to our rea?o.n; in prefer­
,ence to blindly following the dictates· of authority, and so mak_e by a 
.greater individuality a more powerful and noble race 9£ men and 
women. S.. Oxu~v. 
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THE LABOUR .PARTY CONFERENCE. 

If one wishes to judge the ·work done by the Labour Party 
Conference at Manches~er last month, it is. only necessary to read 
the prais:es showered on it by the Capitalist press. · The tributes 

· they have paid to the " loyalty " and " natural common-sense '' 
shown by the delegates is sufficient to p:i;ove that nothing done at 
the Conference is likely to endanger the interests of the Capitalists . 
'rhe sp·eeches made by many of the delegates were simply a repet.i­
tion of the leading articles which have appeared in the press since 
the war started. Five ·members of the Government. sat on th e: 
platform as Trade Union delegates , and their acceptance of office 
was supported by the Conference by a large majority. This fact 
alone is. -eno.ugh to give us an idea as to the great reaction in the 

. Labour movement . 11he workers have been so frightened by the 
_ bogey of Germany tT1at they have. thrown aside their antipathy to 
·-their natural enemies at home and joined h;:mds .'vitil1 them to 
safeguard what they consider their common interests . 

· " The united nation " and " equality of saci:ifice " have been 
put forward as an ide·:tl, but ' ' equality of opportunity '' ot 
·' equality of reward '' are never men honed. T·o give an idea oi 
the class basis of this Army in which " equality of sacrifice " i.:> 
supposed to be the ideal, W·e will mention the case of the scholarti 
of Bradfield College. Since ·the war sta!ted , 1,200 of them have 
joined the Army. 0£ this number no less than 1,100 are officers . 
How many of the 2,250,0QO Trade Unionists rnpresented at th2 
Conference have been made officers ? 

When the delegates. came to the question of the peace settle­
ment, they voted agajnst a resolution ill favour of an international 
conference at the same time as the diplomats' conference, declin­
ing to meet German workers (although Allied chplom~ts will meet 
enemy diplomats). Instead, they voted for a Conference attended 
only by Trade Unionists and Socialists of the Allied Powers. They 
evidently take it for granted that the Allies will be victorious, and 
will . impooe their terms on the enemy. In spite of the German 
peace overtures, there is nothing at present to justify such a suppo­
sition. In any case, the German and Austrian workqrs cannot bd 
ignored as 'though they do not exist . Are the English and 
French and Russian Socialjsts going to atj.vocate Socia1jsm for ·an 
workers except those of the enemy countries? 

It is very strange that the . question of the impending indus .. 
trial conscription, called '' National Service," was not discussed. 
Perhaps it was becaw;;e they 1;ealised that they were not in a posi­
tion to oppose it. When the Labour m embers voted for military 
conscription, and when the Labour movement agree.cl to them 

. doing so, they were left without any logical argu ments against 
industrial conscription. If you admit that t1 t:_' '.'J o-vemment can 
take men by force and put them 1n the- trenches, then you cannot 
object if they take other men (and women) by force and compel 

, them to supply· the men in the trenches with the necessary 
mater:i!al for carrying on the war. And the artful politicians led the 
innocent workers step by step along the path that is leading to 

· universal sla.very . The worlrnrs .never looked so far ahead as t:µat, 
but thefr e:p.emies; who never sleep, saw the goal from the first. 
Evidently the leaders of the Labour movement recognise how 

. they have bet~ayed the workers, and so preve-nted any dfocussion 
of what ~hey see is inevitable-if the war is to continue. 

· The Conference also rather lat.e in the day cliscussed the Glas-
. gow' deportat,fons, and' demanded the unconditional return of all or 
the men; but, as they will not act even if tQ.eir '' demand '' is 
refused, we may be sure it will be. refused, unless the leaders ara 
sufficientlv· tamed thut their return will do n o harm . 

Mr. Uodge,. -the new Minister for Labour , in speaking on the 
question_ o;t demobilisation after the war, said he was g·oing to _use 
the Laho:ur Exchanges for the purpose, and mentioned· that 800 
new exchanges were to be opened . Of course, h~ did not say that 
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only good and obedient Trade U_ni,onists would get the jobs, but 
this delicate hint ~vould evi~ently n0t be lost. -

Altogether the Conference was what might have been expected 
fron:i a body of men who have agreed that their interests and thmh·: 
of their masters are identical. 

DEATH OF GEORGE BARRETT. 

Comrad~s throughout ·the country will hear with grnat regret 
of the death of our comrade, George, Barrett, who died at 
Torquay, on J·auuary 7, at the early age o.f 32. Thus ends his 
long and courageous struggle with consumption, which became 
acute after a chill contracted -while addressing an open.afr meeting 
in Edinburgh on Labour Day, 1913. 

tt rnay be safely said that George Barrett was the clearest 
thinker and most brilliant propagandist in our movement of recent 
years. _ Both in his writings and his speeches he went straight to 
.the root of things, and showed a wonderful grasp of the pr.oblems 
raised by modern civilisation .. He never troubled himself or his 
audiences with the petty reforms with which so many Socialists 
love to deal. · He knew that nothing but a complete revolution 
would-avail, and he refused to waste hiS time in considering any-

. thing else. · 
· Bristol ·was the ocene of his first appearance, about 1908, as 

a propagandist, and as a mern ber of the Bristol Socialist Society 
his outspoken revolutionary views brought down on hin1 the \:\rrath 
of .the Sfa.1;te. Socialists, ·_and he had to leave th~ Society. Shortly 
a.~tel' h~ came to London,. and obtained work as a draughtsman at 
Waltham Abbey, and from there worked actively with the 
w ·althamstow Anarchist Group. Hjs energy was tremendous, 
cmd on several occasions afteT hi::; day's work he cycled 20 miles 
each way Jo _.addrees a meeting._ 

Having obtained., work in Glasgow in 1911, he · :.:;oon bt?carne 
knqwn there _ as a speaker., which led to his firm dismissing him. 

· (Y\Te may mention 'here that his name was really' Geor.ge Ballard, 
hut after 11is dismissal he adopted the name of B arrett, by which 

· he js more ge·nerally known to the movement.) The dock strike: 
of that year brought him into tro:uble w·ith the police, owing to 
his leading .an attack on one. of the :wharves where blacklegs '\.Vere 
working . The polic~, however, thought a prosecution might do 
more . harm than good. The work of his life by which he will be 
mostly remembered was the editing of The Anarchist, the first 
nurnber of . which was published on May Day, 1912. He threw 

· himself into· this heart and soul, and worked night. and day .to 
make it a success; but the wp;i-kers preferred to read capitalist 
sheets, and after thirty-four issues the paper had to cease, 
greatly to his disappointment. He continued to- speak ·at 
meefongs, both indoor and outdoor, until May of the following 
;year, when his illnes put a ·stop to his 'ffork in that direction. 

When t1e war broke out he kept his head, and was not to be 
side-tracked from the true Anarchist position. Although cou.fined 
to his bed, be wrote that· magnificent pamphlet, "Tlrn Last War," 
showing that the workers are at present merely fighting to settle 
their m asters' quarrels, but thu t " the real task before them is 
the war of the mines, the railways, the factories, and the fields. 
·when this has been fought successfully, so that those who use 
them enjoy the wealth that they yield, then we shall find that 
there is no master class fo make wars and slay us by thousands." 
It js no surprise that the pamphlet wa.s condemned by ·the 
·Government, but not before 10,000 had been sold. About the · 
same tirpe (May, .1915), we published another pamphlet by him, 
" 'rhe Anarchist Revolution" (reprinted fimn FREEDOM), in which 
he proves that the workers have the. power in their own hands. to 
bring about the revo1u.tion, and that Government is not necessary 
in the production and distribution of the necessaries of life. 'rhis 

. pamphlet should be put into the· hands of the workers, as it deals 
with the question in simple, but convincing language . Since these 
pamphlets none ·of 'his writings has been published, but we believe 
that some of them may appear later oD. · 

We cannot close without paying our tribute· to the devotion 
.. of His wife, Edith, who never spared herself in attending to his 
wants -t!iroughout his long illness, and thereby helped -him to 
continue his work for the movement. · 

THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION. . ::· 

By GEORGE BARRETT. 
Price, One Penny; Ninepence per dozen; postage extra. 
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AN UNHO~Y ALLIA1'lE. 
At no time in the long histo·ry of the struggle of the industrial 

classes for emancipation . h~s it been more necessary for them to 
~xercjs~ vig1lance than at pres~nt, when the talk of the relatiom 
between Capital and Labour £Jh-i the air., We read of conference, 
~fte~ co!).f.~rence (.)f t4ese. erstwhil~ irreconcil_able bodi~s, alwaya 
being held with the avowed object of smoothing away friCtiori, 
but in i~ality to deal with the adjustment of industrial machinery 
in such a .way that Labour will be more effectually leg-ironed ·after 
the war than in pre-war days. It is with such words as " equal 
'co-operation " and " partners~ip " that Capital hopes to delud~ 
its victims. The talk of social reconstruction is its watchword, 
and it invitingly awaits the entrance of the fly into the nicely-
prepared web. : · 

The most sinister part of the whole busin.ess is that few people 
.in th~ world of Labo~r_ actually appreciate what. ~ea.re up a.gainst. 
:TP.e .words of praise bestowed .up.on the moderation of the ~abour 
Party's Claims ·and policy b;y the daily press should have been 
·sufficient to indicate the enemy's strategic movement. To quote 
.from t.he Daily N ~ws of January 22 :. . . 
: " It is not a da:y ton soon for. Labour to be devoting sober and 
.earnest consideration to the formulation . of the policy for which 
it will stand when peace conditions return. The programme pre­
pared .by the party executive fails neither in ambition nor in corn· 
prehension. It calls for the institution of adequate demobilisation 
machinery, measures for the prevention of unemployment, the 
restoration of Trade Union conditions, a minimum wage, and the 
extension of Tfade Boards, the nationalisation of railways ani 
mines~ the development of agriculture under Government initia­
tive, the conscription of wealth and the increased taxation of 
lux\lries, and franc~ise reform introducing adult suffrage for both 
men and women. That is a formidable claim, but it is difficult to 
say of any item in the list that its inclusion on the agenda of 
what is ·purely a Labour Congress is eithe~ unrea_somi.ble pr 
superfluous. . . . Never has the. nation-a nation of workers 
and employers and consumers-been more ready to recognise tho 
justice of the reasonable claims of L abour. Never will frankness 
and moderation and .an abandonment of hostilities and suspicions 
become La9our better or more effectively advance its interests. 
With the vast work of industrial reconstruction in contemplation 
the firmest basis for hope is in the joint conventions and alliance!:l 
between employ~r and employed, on which practically -every 
scheme of r·econstruction, from whatever quarter it has emanated, 
has rightly laid stress.'' 

With the claims of Labour thus .blessed by the Capitalist press, 
it is easy enough to understand that the workers have been duped 
and s_old by their leaders. Never before in all its chequered his­
tory has Labour had such opportunities as during the past three 
years. In 1914, as in 1848, industrial unrest was manifest in ev-ery 
European country, but instead of unHing internationally to win the 
industrial war b•eing waged against their masters, the workers of 
each country were deluded into flying at their comrades' throats. 
But let the words of Mr. Wardle, M.P., addressed to the delegate::; 
at the Labour Party's Conference speak for themselves: 

" This war is a war 0£ workers. It is· ~pon their sbll, their 
energy, their unflagging zeal, and their capacity for endurance 
that almost everything turns. And their co-operation has been 
given during the wa:rl not ungrudgingly nor of necessity, ·but 

. spontaneously, and as some measure of the realisation of the issues 
which are being fought rut on the battlefields of the world.'' . 

This central fact, that the workers have made the war pos -
sible, is the most tragic thing about this most tragi~ age. 

That the Trade Union organisation of this country should have 
made the · wholesale betrayal ·of our interests possible is a thought 
that would have staggered those who fought for a revolutionary 
ideal in the e'arly days of the Trade Union movement. 'The whole 
history or the rise to power of Labour officials, made possible by 
defects in the Trade Union machinery, should provide one of the 

' most fruitful lessons for the workers. It must be realised before 
it is too late that social reconstructien must come, but that new 
ideas must' prece.de it and that new methods must "be tried if we 
are not· to become the abject victims of an unholy pact between 
the new Triple Alliance-the State, our employer~, and the Labour 
·leaders. ·Never before has it been· so necessary to understand the 
cause of our weakness and of our failure to win industrial ~manci­
pation. When· we fully see the loss, waste, and misery consequent 
upon the pursuance of Labour's past policy, then we shall be ready 
to seek new paths and try other· methods, but until then w·e shall 
plod on helplessly ~.bile the bosses hold their conferences anrl 
dictate their terms to. us. MJ3.H. 

The · Anarchist Ideal. 
~elt-Q;w:P.~rs·hlp,, .· E?~lf..-s.overeignty· , 
For ~each and all-is Anarchy! 

·9 

-A TRUE· WORKERS' _WAR. 
~rh~ c°ivil war)n Mexico is at the pres,ent moment affording ~ 

strong contras~ to the . other war in Europe._ J:n Mexico tb~ 
peasants have been £ghting for some years _now to gain th.eir fre~-:­
dom which they realise depends upon free land.. In Europe the 
work:ers are figh.ting for-well, not for free land. Promi;ie:n~ 
amongst the Mexican Revolutionists are the bunch of rebels callin~ 
themselv~s the Liberal Junta, and the following extracts froi;n a 
letter to a comrade from .. one -of the best known of the group­
Enrique F,l9res Magon-should prove inte'resting reading for our 
own patriotjc workers, and make therri realise the necessity of l'e·, 

e~hoing the Mexican workers' cry of" Land and Liberty'." if they_ 
wish for a reward for all their sacrifices. · : ·· · ~ 

T·he brothers Emique and Ricardo were arrested and sentenced 
hy United States. officials for their revolutionary activities. An 
appeal has been lodged. A comrade in England sent .them some 
financial help:, and in acknowledging .. it Enrique Magon deals with 
the present. pos.ition 0£ the Mexican Hevolution. He says:-

.. - Los ·Angeles, Cal., Oct. 31, HH6. ~ 
. . . Five " years ago the true revolutionists from the 

Southern part of Mexico, the "Agrarians," or "Zapatists,," a~d 
the" Liberals;" or Ana.rchist Communists, combined, succeededm 
getting a ·foothold in the State of Morelos. Now, Agrari.ans and 
Anarchist Communists dominate large regions of other neighbour­
ing ·states to the ~umber of eleven .. The area dominated b~ them 
is over' a fifth o:f that of the Republic, and the number of mhab..c~ 
fants therein is about three millions, but their present · activities 
-that of 'thefr " auerrillas " or group of armed revolutionjsts .yf 
about from 25 to ~veri 500 men each-.reach many other States, 
wherein they make incursions, harassing..the forces of t~e so-~alled 
de fa,cto government of CJ.rranza, and, therefore, the circles m t.he 
-pond 'of water are extending still further, to such extent ·a:nd with 
such steadiness that· one can easily foresee that it shall dominate 
the whole country as time pasl:ms ·1iy. - . ' 

The Liberals, members of the Mexican Libera! Party, of which 
Organising Board (Junta) Librada Rivera, my brother Ricard~ and 
myself are the only living members-the others, as Antomo I. 
Villarreal, having become traitors and passed over to the enem:y, 
and· others, as Anselmo L. Figueroa, having died as a result of tho­
stubborn and relentless pers·ecution that we suffer at the hands of 
the authorities of this home of the " free "-are, in fact, -wide­
awake working men of the most aggressive, tenacious, and deter· 
mined type, whose ideals are Anarchist Communism, as shown in 
our manifesto of September 23, 1911-ideals that are readily taken· 
by the peons, thanks to our tribal Indian Communistic traditions 
that still were in practice in many communities not over 25 years 
ago, until Porfirio Diaz robbed us of our Communal lands, forests, 
and everything else to deliver it into the haIJds of domestic and 
foreign (largely forejgn) adventurers of the Lord Cowdray type. 

Thanks to our tribal traditions; thanks to our being mostly 
Indians and, therefore, close-to-Nature agricultural people; tb.anks 
to our being jlliterate and, hence, unspoiled by the so-called edu­
cation of the capitalist class, our ~ational or .race soul and mind 
are apt to assimilate the modern ideas. 

Therefore, it should not be surprising to find that the other 
rebels under different banners are more or less inclined toward 
Anarchism, amongst them the Agrarians . 

These Agrarians and the Liberals work together owing to the 
fact that the former are direct actionists, although they still think 
a government is needed. They-the Agrarians-reason this way: 
"No government. will help the poor to come into their own; no .. 
authority will emancipate the masses; therefore, let us take tl1e 
social wealth by ourselves, within the Revolution; let us emanci· 
pate ourselves, an~ afterwards we may have a government that 
would sanction and legalise our deeds.'' 
~ And they act perfectly revolutionary. They go after the rich, 
the authorities; and the priestcraft. They, too, as the Liberals, 
have burned to ashes the private property deeds as well as all offi­
cial records; have thrown down the fences that marked private 
properties; the jails have been destroyed, and 'everything has been 
turned into the property of all. · 

So, Liberals and. Agrarians work in conjunction and good har­
mony, while the former propagate our principles and put them into 
practice amo11gst the latter to the extent that there are now several 
communities living practically in accordance with our theories, 
without masters, without. authorities, and without priests of any 
religion. There aH belongs to all, and all work accordjng to their 
tastes and abrnty and· consume according to their necessities. AU 
are brothers, equal and free. . 

· Zapata, . w-bo is the leader of the Agrarians·, is absorbing our 
ideas and forgetting his hobby of a government that wmiJd sanction 
the d·eed of the peop~e after its1mving t~ken back its belongings by 
n.e~.JJS, of.f.,c;wce .. ':'_ Friends and Gomrades of our~. that have been with 
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Emi~iano Zapata tell .us of ins.tances when Zapata has shown his 
taste. for A~a.rc5hi~m. For instance, Comrade George Duval, who 
now is tourmg·this c~mntry on propaganda, tells us of a'n occasion 
wh~n Zapata 's secretary volunteered to read to -Zapata some book 
6n State Sqcialisrn.. "Don't, please,': answered Zapata, "I 
would rather hear some of those nice books of Kropotkin.'' 

The Agrarians, by. their contact with the Liberals who are 
~ixed up with t4·em in their towns and their " guerrl.llq,s," form­
mg but one army, must as a consequence become Anarchist Co"m 
munists, as, in fact, will all the other factions. Then the Revo­
lution will be complete. 

The !:>est proof that it is so is the fact that several Presidents 
~ave c~me up and q.own sipce six years ago, and stm the Revolu- . 
t10n continues to climb up toward the Ideal that is condensed in 
our battle cry of '' Land and Liberty ! '' , 

. Carranza .now, in his turn, is about to fall. Somebody else 
will ~eplace him. ~hat will he guite natural. We may regard 
~eXIC? as a soup pot. The stuff therein has to be boiled to nave 
it p~nfied and ea!able. When it begins to boil, some foam or 
sp~101:1s matter comes to the surface (Madero for instance);, you 
spoon i~ out and some more foam (de la Barra) .conies up; spoon it 
out ag~in and more foam shall come up (Huerta and others); again 
spoon .1t out and other (Carranza) foam will come up. You keep _on 
spooning away all spurious matter·unt.il finally nothing shall come 
up. The soup would he then rea~y ·to serve. 

. The same is happening in Mexico. Carranza is beina 
spooned out right now; some other tyrant-foam may come up; it 
shall be spooned away, and so on and so forth, until no more human 
foa~ com.es to t~e surface, and the country, rid of tyrants,, eX·· 
pl01ters, .and fooling priests, will be . ready for a free and happ-v 
people (regardless ·of race colour or sex) to live in. . u 

.. Then will be, if net before, when the example shall con­
taminate and be followed by the other countries. And the 
capitalist system weakened in one place of the earth shall be easy 
to be overthrown in other places~ 
· The-refore, ·we feel grea.tly grat.i:5ed with -the solidarity 0£ our 
comrad~s from ~ther countnes, for it means to us that they, as we 
do,. :i;e_~hse the n~1portance of the Mexican Social and Economfo 
Rev9lut_ion._ · They rBalise with us its influence ·and significance in 
the .world Labour movement. They foresee with us that the 
-Mexican peasants' triumph· is that of the proletariat · all the worlcf 
~~ . 

A . Song of' S ~ rife. 

No matter. ~ow foolish the hate 
· Whose tyrannous cruelty .rules us 
From traitorous weakness that fools us 

Our hearts shall keep calm and sedate. 
The harder the wav that we follow 

The firmer each .. footstep shall tr~ad­
F or manhood the life of to-morrow 

For weakness the night of the d;ad. 

No matter how dreary the view . 
Of suffering widespread that bounds. us, 
A ray through·the darkness that rounds us 

Shall kindle Hope's torches anew. 
Ye sailors, from Hope new strength borrow, 
. Row straight, for the port lies ahead- · 

::For manhood the life of to-morrow, · 
. For weakness the night of the ·dead. 

No. matter ·how. feeble our cries, 
Fight on, for the triumph is near.est, 
Fight on for the right to us ·dearest, 

r For Freedom; whom .man crucifies. 
Too long in our folly and sorrow, 

To tyrants we bowed down our head­
: For manhood the life of tu-morrow, 

.For weakness the night of the dead. 

No ~atter how fruitless pur dream, · 
. The ·eve · of our days· so long ·cheerless 
Comes .bringing the visionings peerless 

We dreamt of in morning's first gleam. 
To s~ies w.ith the star-gems.inhallowed 

~ •• 1 we· bring the dawn's. blush, flaming· red-· 
. For manhood the life of .to-morrow, . 

··[ · For'weakness the night oLthe dead. , . · L-.A.M. 
-(Aft~r E-ugene Bizeau, in " ·Ce --qu~i1 faut dire.'') 
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