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. NOTES. 

Government Losing Ground. 
The record contained in the. daily press of the various 

repressive acts committ<jd by · the Government reminds us of the 
.. ~ime-honoure~ saying that those whom the gods wish to destroy 
. th~.y ~rst drive mad~ The Gove~n~ent ·having found that 
m1hfa:msm could on~y be maintained by depriving the people of 
all the liberty · they ever possessed, has been driven (logically 
enough from its point of view) from one repressive act to 
another. The downward path has been strewn with very many 
" scraps of paper " torn .into many fragments. It has broken 
one pledge after another, only allowed ex parte statements to 
appear in print, · and then thrown . into prison those courageous 
enough ·to defy it. From the standpoint of the workers there is 
at ~e~st some ground for hope. The recklessness at present 
exhi~ited. by the Go.vernmenp is one of the surest signs ·of its 
g~owmg 1mpotence. The Government has lost prestige on all 
sides, for it has destroyed the belief of its subjects that Govern­
ment is a bene:ficoot s.ort of institution. 

Workers Kick Again. 
. . The symptoms of industrial unrest have grown alarmingly 

durmg the past month. Spasmodic str~kes have broken out all 
over the country, and have proved a certain indication of the 
volcano awaiting eruption below. It is not mere accident that 
despite the efforts of the Union leaders, the engineers, the munitio~ 
workers, dockers and 'busmen have downed tools. Defiance of cen­
tralised au~hority continues to actuate the workers. Compacts 
drawn up between the Govemmeri.t and ·the Union officials have 
be·en protested . against by those who, . having no voice in the 
agree~ent, have yet t~ pay the penalty when such an agreement 
constitutes real h ardship to them. On all sides is seen evidence 
that the Union and Labour , leaders ·have conspired with the 
Government for the betray?! of Labour. One notable fact stands 
ou~. The Labour Minister, Mr. Hodge, declined to meet the 
strike leaders, and described them as " irresponsibles of about 
25. '' The executive corhniittees rose to the occasion in their 
usual bureaucrati~ fashion. Being duly elected representatives of 
the wo~kers, they couJd not, of course, tolerate any authority 
but their own. Yet it appeared the shop stewards committees 
had even greater claim to being considered representative. The 
arrest ?f eight of the shop stewards only increased the area of 
the stnke, and the .Government promptly ·withdrew the' charges. 
Now they have dec+ded to form Indl}.strial Committees in seven 
a:eas to inve·stigate the causes of industrial unrest. If they 
dig deep eno:ug~, they may find it is due to increasing knowledge 
of what Capitalism means for the workers and their determina­
tio_n to substit1:te a stat-~ of Society in which freedom and well­
bemg for all will ·be possible. 

Russia's Revolution. 
. The glamour of freedom which bas for so long a period of 

t:me ~uped the. British .into the belief that they really possessed 
hber~ies of a.umque character, has strangely enough been dispelled 
by the Hus~ian people. At the very time when we are reported 
to be fightmg for democracy and the freedom of little nations, 
they ~ake the ~stounding discovery that '' Germany is probably 
th~ most reactionary country, but Britain.· is not far behind.'• 
It rs ·more than clear that Britain as the land of the free has lost 
her popularity, seeing that the Russians now possess the actual 
substance. One of t.he most significant facts in connection with 
the Russian bid · for freedom has been the absence of definite 
leadars. This· fact surpi·is·es a writer in the Daily News, who 
comes to the .co~vinci,i;-g conclusiOn ·that " ·the only revolutionist 
was the .people itself, · Let the people only continue to ·refuse 
to ?e tri~ked by !~aqers and politieians; and their path towards 
social.reconstr?ct10n should be fraught . with ·few dangers, but the 
entr:f of certam representative.s into· the Coalition Government 

suggests th.e old wangling and trickery of the people. Fortu­
nately, the Hussian traditions of modern communal life are all 
to the good, and may yet save them from the experience we have 
had in Britain. " 

Ireland in Labour. . . 
The Irish scandal has .at last .impressed the Government, not . 

with the necessity for a just settlement of . the Irish claii;ns, but 
with ~he need for acting in accordance with the decrE?es of 
political expediency. Pressure from America; .Australia, and 
Canada, ob. the one hand, and the rapid growth of the revolu­
tionary Sinn Fein ideals on the other, have .. at last· convinced 
our reactionary Government that the Irish pos.sess grievances. 
The return of the Simi Fein gandidate for South Longford, coming 
so soon after the election of Count Plunkett, showed even the 
densest politician that the Nationalist cause was not only dead, 
but damned. The more modest demand for Home Rule has 

· ·given place to the Republican i9.eal. The spirit of . the Sinn 
Fein leaders murdered a year ago by order of the military has 
animated the ~eople of Ireland, and produced a unity of feeling 
unknown for generations. -The crushing of the rebellion and the 
Maxwell regime have had precisely the effects we prophesied a 
year ago. The Dublin rebellion, even though it was brutally 
stamped out, has caused the re-birth of a nation-a nation virile, 
tenacious of purpose, and spirited. · 

An Irish Convention. 
The acceptance by the Irish Nationalists of the Convention 

proposal is quite easily unders.tandable, but what political miracle 
has caused the conversion of Lord Lansdowne and other opponents 
to the principle . of the freedom of little nations? We do not 
make the mistake of supposing that those magic words " justice " 
and " liberty " have had anything to do with it. It is very 
much ~ore likely that they discerned the writing on the wall, 
and read there the doom of the Government, unless at least the 
most insistent people within the Empire were placated. The 
decision to invite to the Convention representatives embracing all , 
shades of political, economic, and religious opinion is a decidedl.Y 
subtle move. As far as the Sinn Feiners are concerned, repre­
sentation would tend to rob them of their present. power and bring 
them under the heel of constituted authority. . The Gover:nment 
dreads the revol'y.tionary idealist, but knows .how to manage a 
Trade Union ofl!cial, or any other so-called representative, once 
he abides by all th~ rules of the political game, and bows down 
to authority. The granting of such a Convention by the Govern­
ment has f6r the time being saved them, though fairly deeply 
covered with i_gnominy; but the Irish workers i.f -they recognise 
such. a body will stand to lose all, unless they ate in the ·position 
to dictate terms to the whole gathering. · · The Convention pro­
p~sal is a .clever rus·e, and we hope that.· the keen-witted Irish 
w:ill be qui~k · enoug.h to see . ~hrough thi's las·t decidedly 
picturesque pH~.ce of wmdow-dressing ~n the part -of the Govern~ 
ment. · · 

Much Cry, Little Wool. 
'I1he scandal of the multiplicity of Government Departments 

h~s been em~hasised by the publication of figures 'in 'connection 
with the workmg of the National Service Scheme . . These suggest 
that it cost over £100,000 to make use of 9,000 volunteers. The 
actual ,figures up to April 30 are : · ,. 

C0st of advertising . ................... ·~.. . . !!,78)000 
rrotal cost of scheme .. .. ................. £10~,ooo 
Persons enrolled ...... . ........ .' ...... .'.... 307' OOO p I .. . . . " ersons p aced .'. .......................... . · · 9 092 

This fresh proof ,0£ .the ~.ostliness of the (}-ovetnment'~ pet. r,e'medy 
should do much to show the worker. the absolute wastefulness of 
bureaucracy. Once. it is realised "that-'_the .crea.tion of ~v~ry new 
St;:tt~ department d~c:i;~as!3s . his prospe_rity _and add~ a f,-esh burden 
t? ~is back. somethrp.g _might be d<:~e t.o sw~ep . away the , whole 
f~bric of rottenness. But the Brit,1sh worker seems peculiarly 

' adapted to ·" grin arid -bear." 1 
' ' • • • -
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THE ENGINEERS' STRIKE. 
. . 

/ 

The almost .national strike of engineers has been the cause 
of much anxietv to the Government and the Press. There were 
:many que:stion; involved, but the main poin·ts of the men'~ revolt 

· were the withdrawal of the " trade card" scheme and the intro­
. duction . of " dilution of labour " :on private work. · Under the 
. trade card scheme, members of certain Tracie Unions were exempt 
from military service; but the pressure of the Army authorities 
compelled the Government to withdraw this arrangement, and the 
engineers becam~ liabl!? to military service. In a statement 
issue& .to the Press, on behalf of the men, a prominent member 
of tpe ~ngineers' Society s·ays : _ . 

'' What has happened with the trade card agreeme:q.t? Thia 
agreement was duly signed by repre!3entatives of the Govern­
ment, the War Mjnister, the Ministry of Munitions, the 
President of the Board of Trade, ~nd the Labour Adviser of the 
Government on ·the one hand, and by r~presentatjves of the 
Engineers' Executive Coq.ncil, organisers, . and workmen's 
delegates on the other. _Witb.,out_ any intimation that anything 
was wrong, or any diScussion with the parties who were signa· 
tories to the agreement,. it was ruthlessly scrapped.'' 

The other question, the dilution of labour on private work, is also 
a matter of broken pledges on the part of the Government: The 
engj.rl_eers agreed to dilution of labour on munitiop.s after having 
received a definite promise from the then Minister of Munitions­
Mr. Lloyd . G~org·e-that the surrender of their rules and principles 
would not be applied to private work. .This promise has pow 
been broken by the Prim~ Minister, and coming at the same time 
as the withdr~wal of the trade card agreement, the men decided 
to strike . . . Th,e w:orking of the Munitio.ns Act also added fuel 
to the flame. · 

All: these ' questions are bound up in .the continuance of the 
war, which the Gov'ernrnent are deter~in~d to -carry on , to what 
they consider a successful conclusion; and if the engineers are 
still ' 'patriotic '' a_nd suppqr.t the Government's war policy, they 
must .be prep~;re.d to throw· overboard .all the rules and regulations 

. by which th
1
ey p:rqtecte.d th.emselv.es against their mast~rs. The 

·Government; ,.' in this .··case, broke pledges which . were : never 
co.r_i~i~er~dJ~~µ_?-irJ.g. One of the best known laws regulating the 

. .".Mtions of -stait,esm.en is that anything and everything is justified 
in .the interests . ~f the State. Consequently, when the Govern­
ment. found that the engineers would not agree to surrender their 

:rules and regulations in the m~king of munitions ·unless they 
received a promise that it would not apply to privat~ work, the 

... promise w~s\brim~dia tely fo:th?oming, ~l~yd Geo~ge knowing very 
well that it would not be bmdmg. S1m1larly with regard .to the 
trade card agreement, the_ men . were treated in exactly the 
same way as the married men were treated under the Derby 

. E;chen;ie. . .The Government wanted to l.1se the engi;neers to train 
those men and women who are not put into the firing line, so for 
the time being they agreed fo exempt them from military service; 
but as · soon as their . object was served, and the substitutes had 
b_een trained, they proceeded to take · the' able-bodied ones for 
the Arn1y. 

r~rhe Government's action in this matter is simply .& repetition 
of what has happened many tirries during the wa_rJ and the 
engineers must be simpletcii:is ' indeed if they thought that pledges 

· which had been bro~en s·o often tO ·other workers would be bind­
. ing in their case. Government 'itself is founded on a -lie, a.nd 
will and must .be .supported by lies. Ip presumes thq,t · ther~ are 
speGi&l :virtues -in the · gover:µors 'w.}:iicb qre not p.oss~s.s~d by the 
goy~;rned, _whereas the tru.th ·is that they' possess spBcial vices 
which e!}.apl~ the;r;n to hide the fra...l\d aJ-1d violence o! govern:rq:ent 
from those they govern. · ·s:a far frem gov-ernmea-t bsing for the 

. . . ~ ·; .. 

4 .. -· 

. ·- r4 

- . 
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. · 

It is . still very difficult to find out what is happening. in 
Russia. Nearly all of the telegrams sp·eak of events in Petro­
grad, but leave us in the dark · as to the rest 0£ t~e country. It 
seems certain, however, that the peasants are continuing to seize 
the land l:!md cultivate it for themselves, an ·actio~ ;rnvch resented. 
by the landlords in the Provisional Government. +t1. is also 
certain that ·this internal trouble is the principal reaso.p. why the: 
commercial qlasses are an.xious for peace, as whilst tIJ;ey , were 
glad, of the assistance of the workers in sweeping away the rotten 
a·nd incompetent autocracy, they are in no humour for great social 
changes which would endanger their profits. · A letter. in the 
Manchester Guardian from its Petrograd correspondent shows 
that, even if the Government desired to carry on the war, the 
Army is in such a disorganised condition that . it will be useless 
for effective action for some time to come. The writer, Michael 
Farbman, says in his letter of May 19: · . 

'' Russian democracy ·has no illusions concerning the real 
state of ·the Russian Army, and deems it criminal to hide the 
truth from the Allies. . The Russian Army is in a grave .con-
dition. The fact must be faced equally by ".Eussia and her 
Allies. There has been an attempt to shift responsibility for 
the fact on to the democratic peace programme, yet in reality 
this programme is to a great extent determined by the condition 
of the Army. rrhe Russian peace programme is based not on 
principles alone but on sad realities, and whoever . criticises 
principles alone da~gerously misconceives _the truth.. , T'l1e 
Allie~ ought not to inflict on Russia . a task which is. not only 
impossible, but bound to lead to the ruin of Russia. On the 
contrary, the Allies should put their aims in ac~ord with the 
forces and possibilities of ea.eh single ally.'' . 

This state of the Russian Army may possibly bring about peace, 
· . and as every Government is now saying very loudly that they seek 
·no conquests it is probable they are trying to find a way out by 
means of a formula that will allow them to per-suade their peoples 
.that they have .attained the object of defending their · respective 
·countries· from the en·emy. ·Russia's necessity will be the peace-
. rpakers' oppo:rtunity. · ' 

The decision of the Committee of Workmen lind Sold1ers' 
Delegates to take part in the Government is quite logical. As 
they insisted on formulating a policy for the Government they 
eol(l;ld net decli11e the responsibility of helping to cai-Fy . it out. 
Their positions will help to moderate ·their .revolutiori.ary fervour, 
&s they will now sit side· by side with Conse:rvative ·and Liberql 
politi,cians, and must compromise if they are to work ha!n1oniousiy 
toge~h.er. While we ~lO\v.e ·every .confideua:e that .th.e:.Rus·sian 
p:eople wHl emerge· succ.ess£ully from ·the ordeal,i-we k.nGW' that 
th~y · have ·a long and bitt.er sti'uggle in front . 0£ them · · 



J.UNE, ,19.17.,, . F.HEE·DOM. 

· '' TOW,ARD~ · RE:VOL;UTION.'' the fact~ ~?~~ ~~ey a~~~:P.t. to .~ar~;r pui(their· fq~~l.~\i~' e:i-ery-day 
life that marks the lme of difference between Anarchists and 
Socialists. It is bee a: use the Anarchist carr~.es 0ut hiE? ideas . of 

. , · .. . ~h.·e art. i~.·· 1e . in o.ur Ap· d.i iss,ue, .unqer t,P.e abo~!"he~ding, by .tht"', free love, starts · self-supporting; coloriies ~i~4in capiti:+list. Strte~: 
and ignores laws '"'ma.de for the. w~~l~bei~g of the com~~rµt;y, . 

. :p~ts~11t writer,. has brought a· le~ter from a Comrade .Ma~n?e: thHt he is ~egarqed a·s ~ Utopian, . ;:t : dreamer of , d~eams ., . i;tn 
·The main point of his argqment JS that I have taken s1des with unpracti0al'iPan, and 3: ~apger to the ~tat~~ . . ,. . . . . . . . " . . 
' the ' .' /sl,ldtj.en qatacJysm" and p,m a hopeless ,Utopian, si:p.ce e":en .. But. because .lie ' believes jn the. ~mmed1a~y~y pracfaca~le s~d'~ 
if , we prt:lf?·ented the people to-morrow with a cut:-p,nd.-dn~d .. of the An~rchist ~heqry; it does Il. .o~ ·1~vaEdate .4is, pi:eachi~g· ()r 
· ~nar~his~ Comrr;unis~ they Y\~ou~d not know w4at to do w~t:~ty. supporting ·the r~v·o~u~ion.. ·~he hi~P.ory of t~e .Peoples sh?WS 
" If, says. he, I h~ve t,~ wait till the day co:i:nes. ·: . . that revolutio:q. is ~:P,e necessary n~sult . of a qmckened evolut10n . 
.. have .to wa.1.t a ~or;? .time. ~ot~ the French ~ro_ny l~ th~ P?mt~ There is a .Point afw4ich' evolut~9~ , ~a.s . . sQ rip.erred ' tna:t sope· 
?f su~pens1~n. . Dq you th1~k .1t would ... not be. . a wasted fame . • , thin must giv~ . way. Ther<1 is a b01h:µg po}nt of evol.utio~. 
And, after an, are :fOU sure, if .Phe day come~, that we ?shall a~l The;e,'it; a poi~t ~t · which the bhiottle p:iust. be t;hrmyn. open .. ./ 

· ~e happy ? . What ~s tl+e mea:q.1_ng o~ ~evolut10n .to-day . . ~s_.i~ It is ' because ' the Anarchist ~ees . this, b~caui;;e he is consc10us 
. J?.O.~ a . cha~ge of govern,~~~t-as ;m Rus~1a ?. Then.if ·you +eGogµrn~ .. tha·t -evohifion 'may ~~, qu'icken· that°it ~u.st have room. at a given 
: ~J:i1s fact you. ~m;t not ;rrnx. t.h~ . Anarchist ideal .vy1th the , c9mmon point to fulfil its process, that he prepares for revolut10.n., :And 
:Idea of revo.lV;tlOJ?..· ·: . Ana~ch1sm .does no~ mean a . s_udd13i;i cpange. siri.ce revo~utio~ is ~lmos·t always ecopomic, the An~r~hist mu.st 
AJ?. An~rcl;ust c~nno~ bebE}ve. that .~ c.ataplysm .will bpn,g a_pout look at lit ' hqin .~ bre'ad~and-l;mttel.· 'po,int of vi~w. He is not con­
t.he .soc1.~ty of bis dr~ams, heca:use he k_Q-OWS that dE;iep tr.f.tnSfor- .cerned mafoly with -m~nifestoe.S; but ~omphies the material with 

, m~t!o1:1 _is onli. b~oug~~ about qy evolution: . : Therefor(3,. mstead the spirituaL : . +J?. Pie 'thunder of revoi~tio:q. the workers hav:e 
of w_a1tmg until t:µe. ,day . po;r_ies, _he ~oes ~1s P~$t ,eyery . daiy to · little tirrie to lis.ten to.,the piceti~s (}~ theones: , Wha:t they want 1"3 
acqmre more knowledge which will give hnn ·more freedom . . J;:t · t·h. to b · .. · ·th · · · ·. · · . · · · :· · · . ~ · · · some · mg , . e g01.ng 91?- w1 , ~ . 

,IS . ~r.ue · tpa~· this . r.~qmres a da1ly effort, and_ IS not so easy.;;i~ . . . Here r. am .br' ugh~ to .a .p9int in my correspondent's 
w~1tin~ until the ~ay c0mes. No_w do Y0 1:1 thn;:ik that Revol~tion ·argumEmt wh~~e . he 1iip1ias tha·t the establishment of colonies is a 
;rill ~1ve us more .chance. to reah_se our ideal? ~ow can you .pb=.tctical "vvay of "changing things without recourse to a cataclysm 
imagme an Anarchist helpmg.t.o bn:ug abm:t a :riew kmd of govern- f rt This aspect of the question I may deal with in 
•mentJ·ustto have the pleasure .of destroymg it .afterwards?'' 0 stohme sot .. ·

1 
·:. · · · · · ··LAM . · · . · · · · , · · · · · . · · · ano er ar ic e. . . . · . . I will try and answ~r. t4ese .questions· m their logicaJ order. .. . ' t 

)p. .the first plac~~ .he accu~;~s me. of acc~pting t.he popula~ i~ea of , :1 • 

revolution, that is, a politioal revolution, . whereas I d1s:tmotly THE CONSCIENCE OF_ M. ROUX-COSTADAU • 
. mentioned thl3 social .or Anarchi~~ revolutio:r;i. in my ?rticle. Con, · 
~~·quently hi8 repro.ach _of my. mixing these twq ideals or defi.ni­
tions . loses its force. . He jnsis~s, however, that any revolut10n 
per se wo11ld leave · ~s I.it.tie .better off, if at all. This point has 
evidently not been well thought ,uut. by my correspondent. 

··A revolution of 'any sort . cannot come unless the popular 
ideas ' and opinions hp.".e undergone so~e ,kind of transf~rmati~n. 
When a people forces a Government to make a peac~ <;>yvmg to its 
fear of famine, it do~s :Q.Ot .mean that this people is .of the · same -
mind as when the. war. started.: : Us opinions , ,have .changed 

·regarding · the benefits :of war. In the ,same way, should . t.he 
people revolt ag~inst th.e profiteers, ' it implies .that their view of 
the present system . has chaD;ged. It implies their. doubt a~ t.o 
the benefits o'f capitalism or governmentalis~. It implie~ then· 
willingness to co-operate in a new ~cheme of things. I admit, 
however, that this does not. necessarily imply that they are ready 
for a full and complete state of Anarchy '; but that will merely be 
because they are indiv.idually limited in their capabilities. In 
·any case, what are the ba.sic requirements of Anarchy? . 
. . · The base::::. of Am1.rchy ·are the completest possible freedom for 
individual development.· .Now,: if the ind~vidual requires develop­
ment, it implies that some are mere develop~d or adva:nced than 
·other::;, a'nd this must always be so, no matter what state of things 
:i:?u.rrounds us. We do not pr·etend that a revolution of itself will 
at· once transform and advance individual development in such a 

~.fashion t.hat the majority of people are as adv~nced as -the most 
.ad vanQ.ed Ana:r.qb~.s.t: What We iµsist upon is that the present 
'system does n,ot give room for the right . sort of development. 
. · The rnain deterrents to -individual development are the laws 
·under which we live. When we are born into this world, the 
hands of the innumerable de.ad have set .out the course we shall 
·p_ursue, the li~its within which we may develop~unless' we 
I"evolt. The second ·.class of deterrents are the economic laws 
:that bind us. If we are born into the working class, dark forces 
have already shaped our destinies w·ithin that class. We must 
develop withi.n that class., we ·cannot get. outside 'the limits set 
us, owing to the econo~ic s~ruggle for a.living. 
· · That is . why Anarchists are against Governments as · .well · a·s 

agajngt capitalists.· . It is, · therefor~, absurd to folk of Anarchists 
fighting jn a revolutjon just _to .. overthrow a, specified form of 
government . and set .up aµ~th~r i,n its place, .only to knock that 
'down. in 'its turn. . · · . . . · · · 

· A~arc.hists fight against government to overthrow the State, 
not oy violent means or by legal .:ffieans alone, but by any means. 
Experien,ee .has ,showµ phap the · be.st :1!1eans are -app~als 0 the 
reason ·'and direct ac"tiori. '· The appeals to the reasori include the 
theoretic.al as : weU ai the praetiGal. . And now I come to the 
second I>~rt of my conespondent's· letter. · 

He insists that exa_mple ~s better than 1mwept, and to . use 
his own words, '' ·Bette:r ~.n ·; ev.ery,-d.ay' ~volvtion than one future 
day ~eyqlqt,icm .. '.' .~ . An~ ~ur~her, " Then ~. believ~ -it is b~st for 
the people ·ndt to deceiy~ · th~tpselve·s .by p~ep?<ring a more or less 
social revolution." · · · .', ' .. ' . · . . , .. , . . . · , ... . 

. .. , MJ.7 . 9?~7~~p9~dent· 1s .~ ~a.~yi\1~ ·c·oa,I~, t~:N.~.w0as~Ie .. An~!c~·~s,~s 
are 'agre'ed' 'f.hat every~day 'e:;olutr~n .. b~a:rs the best frmt, and it is 

... . . ,; 
• "'~I i h ~ ' :; ' :j • .' . ~1 ·' 

· Ther'e have been s'ome rather tumultuous scenes iri the French 
Chamber of Deputies, and ci. deputy made an onsl'aught on the 
'French Censorship and the .con'duct 'of the war in general. Some 
of his remarks ·are· as follows:__'._ . · . 

" Gentleme~, for two year.s we have been told that in order to 
deliver our couhfry it was necessary to keep si.lent. Frenchmep 

·have· obeyed ·this · injunction. . '. · . And tl,ie Germans have not 
·budged . from Noyon. On~ m.ight therefor·e co~clu~e that this 
solemn silence can lead to ndthrJ!g. On the contrary, we hav.e 
been told to be more ·silent than ever. The foundations of de-

. mocracy have been undermined; . We no ·1ong'er possess lib~rty of 
thought; we no longer possess· liberty of the press. The slighte~t 
crit.icism of responsible Ministers is forbidden. The Censorship 
watches over these, who hold themselves aloof from the people a"> 
if they were demi-gods. . . .- The· press bows down at their feet; 

·they ·He about us .in. the press with an ·incredibly cynical sang-froid; 
they lie ·to order and for the ' sake of · gain. The surveillance set 
upoh questions touching militcrry matt.ers is but a cloak to hide the 
grnssest blunders~ It hides · contract scandals, staff favourit~sms, 
wastage, cowardice, and weaknesses : . . . The President of the 
Council has gliven me evasive ·answers. Music wgl not do away 

' w.ith facts. . Gentlemen,. what has ' been done? They have 
:butchered,· they ha~e sacrificed without number, in a demented and 
savage manner, thousands upon thousands of human lives. On the 
Y ser we are at a stand::; till; at v e·rdun we are at a standstill; in . the 
East after each' retreat we have,consolidation, after the c;:onsolida-

'tion the retreat, then consolidation ,again, and so on, until all the 
·Germans are prisoners of the R.i.issians . . . and all the -Russians 
·prisoners of the Germans. As to the dead, I will f,l_o · longer try 
to count them: of what use .is it for me to accompany you in these 
avenues of death-mounds? I refuse to· vote for y'our credits. I 
have interrogated my conscience. Yly conscience says ., Keep on!' 
That is enough for me. I keep on.'' · 

·It should be understood, however, that the peculiarity of th.e 
conscience of M. R<!>ux-Costadau is that it refuses ·a ·vote for the 
war credits mainly because, · to ·tis.e :his own words) the French 
Cabinet has drifted at the mercy of the· tide and made war by the 

· month~ by the ·day, by. ·the hour. M. Roux-~ostadau approves ·of 
·the war .if it brings speedy victory with the' least losses; otherwise 
his conscience is uneasy. We quote iliis remarks., however, to 
show 'that France_ is in mti:ch :the sai-ne plight as we are, and aH 

:nis criticisms can be as effeetively levd'led at our own military caste. 
:Heq.ver:i-sent rulrers are ·· a <mrse t.he ·world over, · amd'· th~ much-
belauded " directive abili.ty " of th«~· t1pper. dasses is : a myth. · · 

:11 . : ! .' 

! ' ' 1 ,' > ~ r I 

. . A ques.ticin ·recently asked in the· House, led to the. information 
that sorr1'e 7.;:0001,0001 p:oiliCies issue·(\l: by i~duS>trial· insurance co·m­
.pan.ies had lap.s.ed. · It i'1ip:peair.s th~t compairiies in 1.9Hl~~4·il"@-~eiy~d 
.~-35',000.,.000, ·and piaid ©:Ut £15,,000.,6)00.dor cfaims ,and.isurr.e.Nd.ers: 
:L;et thos:e coDeerned d<tui.:tittle me'Iltwha;ritla.~e~i:c,. · a~.d ·th.e.y will 
see b_ow: eas-ily. the Iaw,·a.ssists fo .:mbhil;l1g the 'poor: : ,.;" , ;. · 

. . .. .... . ' _; .. } · ~· ~ .: :J . : 

/ 
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. . _f~. .- I TRUST 'THE . POLITICIANS.-
• ~ ·- 1 . • ~ ~ f -· · ~~f-· ---

· · It · :W.ould ·'be idle to · pret.end tlia t our m9vement has not 
. suffered· from , the· effe(}ts of the war. · It h~s : Not indeed · as 
regards our prin;cipies> On the contrary, .. those ·principles-the 
principles ' of ·' liberty, .· justice, equality-have never" been so 
popular, never so .much in people's mouths, never so loudly and 
sonorou.sly procla1med as in these ·days. ·It is . in the matter of 
factics rather · that our movement has been affected. Yes, o'ur 

, ·belief, our .. fai.th in the efficacy of education and peaceful propa:­
ganda, on which we mostly relied in our struggle for our ideal, 
has suffered a sever43 set-·back. For the Governments whom, .it . 

' Seem~, We have hitherto .. mistakenly considered as the · enemieR 
of liherty and justice, are now demonstrating to us in unmistakable 

1ter:ins that by force, and force alone, can these principles be 
·attained. · · · · · 
' ·.: Of course, although thi's policy may be new to us, it cannot 
be : said to be altogether new to them. Force . has always been 
th·e GO.v·ernments' chief article of faith, their principal stay and 
support in all their projects' and activit~es . . Only, as regards its 
value in the struggle for libe_rty, they have been for neariy thrn0 

. years .. demonsti'a ting it to 'us more .forcefully than . ever' and 
with what success .is clearly apparent to _all-although .'the real 
effects and ben,efits of the struggle will only be fully tasted anu 
appreciated by the. masses, and by . mankind in general, after the 
war is over. I • . ' • 

. Yet there are many who maintain a sceptical attitude, :1nd 
refusej9 believe in the .good intentions apd unselfishness .of our 
rulers and politicians... They cling to · their old beliefs, and 

· .ob\'tinately persist· in regarding · all .organised -government as .the 
ar0h· enemy ·if freedom. And if, in the face 'of 'the accumulating 
evidence' (too numerous to mention) w of. the beneficent results and 
advantages already accruing from this great war of liberation, they 
aia forced to a'ccede to the benevolent and altruistic aim of our 
-ru'lets a·nd masters, they yet entertain great :fears as to whether 
their. passion for the high principles of just~ce and liberty will 
not spend itself in the struggle on the Continent, and leave the 
people' of these_ islands in the s~,me, ,if not in a worse state of 
slavery than before. • . 

All. this goes. to show how truly conservative even the most 
extreme . idealists may sometimes prove tO be. They simply 
.w1ll not part with their old conceptions, and ·refuse to recognise 
a fight for fre,edom in any other shape than a fig,ht of the people 
a.izainst · their rulers. · 

But rest at ease, comrades. rrhere is surely no ground for 
.anxiety. . For, judging by the innumerable laws, measures, rules, 
and regulations which they have so unsparingly framed and 
formulated 'in our behalf (and which still continue to multiply ad 
lil~itum) we have every .~eason to think that the conditio1n of ~l:fe 
people at home concerns our masters even more than the freemg 
of t~he peoples ~broad. 

Of course, it would. be quite an easy matter to find fault with 
.the Government, tp accuse them of slowness, slackness, negli­
gence. .But, in v1ew of the immensity of their. task, it would 
surely be' unwise fu do so. ' ; 

· Unfortunately, certain sections of .the people-and more par­
ticularly the1r press-do not se·em to . exercise the . virtue of 
patience. They would like . the Governr,nent to brush aside all 
scruple·s, .. and act · firmly, boldly, unhesitatingly. However, 
'we must do them justice for showing, at least, some mod,eration. 
For what · they actually demand at the. present moment is the 
realisation of.·one single principle-that of Equality. 

The crying. ~njustice of people eating exactly what they like, 
and as much as they like, will at last be done away ·with. Volun­
tary appeals .are of no avail with people that 4ave no conscience 
(fqr. those that have-are happily under lock and key.) The only 
means, therefore, . of ~stablishing absolute equality (in the matter 
of food, of .course) is compulsion. 

And compulsion we _· shall have, For . according to one 
of the papers referred to, the people. are clamouring ·for it, praying 
for itj sighing for it. They see in compulsion the only chance 
of vi~icating their rights ~n.d establishing justice; and the Govern­
ment, whi~h p;oved itself to be. ·the true guardian of the people's 
rights and liberties, will no doubt hasten to execute its will-fa .this 
as it. did in so rn!tny other respects. 

It is doubtful, h~wev_er, if ev~n this ,will satisfy t.he ardent 
and devoted champions of the peo-pl'e-. "Recognising compulsion 
as the " best and only means," they would like to see it applied 
to the whole sociar fabric. For eating is not the only important 
concern in :the ,life of the people. rrhere are also, it is pointed out, 
such, tpi:r;igs a.s breathing,, sJeeping,, talking, thinking. 

. TL,l;le) we ·d-0 not deny the justice of the demand. / But, con·­
sider~pg ., ·.the gigantic task which the_, Government have before 
th.em, we again appeal for patience, feeling sure that the questions 
indicated above .will receive their most careful attention, and they 
will not. fail to carry through the necessary reforms with as little 
delay as possible. S. 

.PRINTED. PAGES. :"i'~~, '.· ____ ·_. ·-·~}: .. ;.~~ 

Wjth Irelati.d so much in eviden~e just . no~, we' are pleased 
·to see · " Labour ill' Ireland," by J.ames Connolly (Maunsell and 
.co., 4s. net). This is a reprint in one volume of - Connolly's 
" -.Labour in Irish History '~ , and "The Reconquest of Ireland." 
An excellent introduction is contributed by' 'Robert Lynd, who 
says Connolly is '' Ireland's first Socialist martyr.'' We reviewed· 
·'Labour in Trish History .. ' ' when- first published in 1914, so will 
merely say ~hat it deals with the question from the .workers' side, 
which is usually ignored by historians. The author shows how 
the development of the Irish people has been hindered at every 
step by the English Government,' and the work easily explains 
why he could never believe the statesmen who said the present 
war is being fought on behalf ·of small nationalities. In the 
'' Re-Conquest of Ireland '' Connolly says : '' The ·conquest of 
Ireland had meant the social and political servitude of the Irish 
masses, and, therefore, the r-econquest of Ireland must mean the 
social, _as . well as the political independence from servitude, of 
every man, woman, and child in Ireland. In other wprds, the 
common ·ownership of all Ir-eland by the Irish.'' In this aim he 
was opposed by Irish capi~alists, as well as by the English 
garrison, whose execution of him while a wounded prisoner in 
their hands is but. one more item in the history of their criminal 
·treatment of the Irish people. 

Now that our own edition of Bakunin's" God and the State" 
is tempotarily 'out of print, it is timely to receive copies of a new 

· e-dition~ published by "Mother Earth," of New York (cloth, 75 
·cents; paper, 50 cenfa). · But how comes it that "First 
American Edition'' appears on the title-page? Benjamin Tucker 
published his translation in 1892 or 1893, and the present edition 
is a reprint of the FREEDOM PRESS edition of 1910, which our com­
rade Nettlau .states therein is based on Tucker 's translation. 

In forwarding us a copy of No. 1 of" The Young ·Rebel," the 
editor, James Stewart, says the Bristol and Wallsend Socialist 
Schools supporting this paper are in no way attached to any 
political · party, their desire being to place before working-class 
child:i;en literature free from the domination of any party, The 
firnt number is written in simple · and direct language, and 
promises well for the 'future. It is published monthly by the 
editor at 15, Woodbine A.,venue, Wallsend-on-Tyne; price, l~d. 
post free. 

Glasgow Anarchist Group. 
On Sunday, May 6, the Lab6ur Day Demonstration took place in Glasgow. 

There was a _record turn-out of nea.rly 100,000, and glorious weather. We 
had one of the seventeen platforms on the Glasgow Green, and, although we 
had no " stars " on our lorry, Comrades Birrell, Kennedy, and Mrs. Dunn 
helped to ~eep the flag flying. Numerically , we were not very strong as we 
marched down behind the Anarchist flag. but each did his or her best, and 

·we managed to sehl £9 7s·. worth of literature. After the demonstration we 
ha.cl a social in the rooms at 10, Windsor Street, when we spent an enjoyable 
evening with severa.1 comrades who had come in from the · surrounding dis­
tricts. As a result of some discussion that evening, we have started a Sunday 
School, named after Wm. Morris, for chiJdren. and grown-ups, which will 
take the form of a ramble in fine weather, when the children will be taught 
botany, biology, etc. On wet Sundays we sha.11 meet in the. rooms. 

It was suggested during the evening· that an Anarchist Conference be 
held in Scotland. G1asgow, being central, w.as proposed as the meeting place. 
The object of the Conference is to discuss the Anarchist attitude towards 
Org~nisation, Industrial Unionism, and the various other present-day prob­
lems. Comrades interested ar·e requested to write the Secretary of the Glas­
gow Anarchist Group-J. Patterson, c/o Patrick, 166, West Graham Street, 
Glasgow, wi~h a view to linking up the various Ana.r<!hist Groups in Scotland. 
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