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Q~tJ()ok f<>:r th~ New Ye.~r: 
Another New Year. h;as dawnec;l upon us and still sees th~ 

great bulk 0£ -the people in th'e· Allied1 couD:tries silenced by the 
b0mbastic ·orations of :therr ruling statesmen, still. sil~ntly making 
saicri:fices jn order to '' make· the world safe for democracy,'' and 
qujetly accep~ing all . tlie mari~fold forms 0£ regimentation . which 
the Govern·ment decrees necessary for the attainment 0£ victory. 
But . underneath the app·arently unruffl.'ed surface . of public 
opinion an ever-increasing' mass ·0£ turbulent . dissension is . 
gathering force. Events ih Russia may have quickened this · 
pulse ' of feeling, but othe,r causes have also added their quota. 
The ·world shortage of ' essential co.mrriodities h'as ·undoubtedly 
aissisted ·to this· en~ . . ' The p_ublication of the ·secret do.cuments by. 
BuHsia l}as ma:de the -p·e·ople· realise; what a r~actionary power is . 
embodied . in their !espective 'Clovernments, ·and forced them to 
see tb8 necessity of 800ner qr' later controlling their . own 
dlestinies: . Thus one · emujtry after: another -finds itself caught up 
by· a political ot economic >:wh:irlwilld. First it is· E;pain that 
attempts unsuccessfully . ~o throw off the .fetters, then Portuga1, 
revolutio'naty', 'but · hemp'ted ' to fry another 'change 0£ ':autpority. 
Finally, we get '·gl~tripse~ ( of un:rest · i.n ' Italy, HoVand, . and the 
Cei:-itral Empires · ~ ·. and F~a;nce. is· still, · after ';many ch~nges, of 
Cabinets, ··growing wil'dly exqited . ov_er the ''. 08'.ill.~ux Affair~. • 
War-weari:qess,· very large1y · iiuitured by over-wdrk and under- . 
feeding, is an ii;ifectfous' disease, and it w.iil take sotn~ very clev1er 
o·ratory :indeed, coupled 'with great ·; vh3tories, 'tb land' the Govern-
~~:nts . ~f .~~e .A~-~~es ,s.~f-~l~ . tli~o~~~- t~is fa~~ful y:ar. 

Allies' Aims of :conquest: · '. " : 
:: · Ev~nts i~ . · the · E~·~t hav~~ naturally - eno:ugh,. haci -a 

tre'mendous effect .v.pon, .tRe Western riat.ions. The publicatioD; .q£ 
the •i:;.ecret treaties arid. oth'er documents by the Bolshevik Govern­
men't was a , stroke of poljt-ical genius, and has gone far to 
~ethrone the government idol in this country. The stripping off 
of the. garb of hypocrisy has. left the Allied · G.ovemments na;ked · 
and ... bankrupt, and not all .t;he king's horses nor. a:ll: the king's · 
men will ever make them appear truthful and honest again. In 
tl:fis . covntry Mr. B~Hour and, Lord R. ,Cecil have done some neat 
acrobatic· tricks in order to shield .theiI'. colleagues. The former'~ _ 
stft·teinen:t tha.t H1ki:;.1? se.cr~·t diploµi~ti.c. documents . 4ad nothing to . 
qo with this. 901)..ntry was cparactE'irist'ic. ·But- the Mang}iester 
G;7latdi.an "of December. l31 w{l~ri .cornmentirig on this · _a~sw.er, 
snov{s how very much 'tn.h actually do concern us, for it 'asserts: 
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' - -~ probal?1~:: · is·, ; and_ it is ·his sincerity whi~h fa. baff:li~g· 'btth. t~~ 
.. AlH.es .o~ :phe:.one hand -, a.rid t:he Germa?s 6,ri ~~e -Otlier: ·_. ~ ·_, z; 
It is easy Lto ·say •that · M. ·- Trotzky ls ·extravagantly ov~~~, 
estimating . the strength ·of his int~mational ideals in · -a:It 
cotlritii~s other · thari· Russia. ·.-No -tloubt ·he ·· is, 'b-ut '..'.~~ejr,, , 
triumph,- e,'.7en· i£ it qe only· temporary, in Russia. is 'a ·.~9~t~ 
important factor 'in the pres·ent situation. " '' · ,,,_., 

i1his is ·a · do'-r'i£e1:lsion that the Allies ha v~ _been- fqurid: -. b;~~,. 
Their can.t ~QQ1J.t, . democracy has not sh!eided them, an.d_, ~s the 
Daily N euis: ~'oi::es~~s, a new world- force has come ;into . be~~:i 
which ha~ ' :P,ad .fa;r-reaching effe_cts in ~hif;> co~try ._ We . vyho- ~Q1 
our salad _d~ys lopked up,on honesty. as .a very common and _hom_ely. : 
virtue, realfae . what a ·rare commodity ~lt can becom~: aID<?}JBr 
diplomat.istEJ, ~tatesmen~ . and politiciFtns' . shel_tering behind 
govern~e1'ta) . priv~lege. , . .!.,~ 

tlie · i_alisd~\vn~ 'teite~. ~ ·_: · -.' =·; 3 

That .there . i~ . a steady growth 0:£ .feeling in thi& countrf m:: 
favour of pe~ce: has been provRd ·by, the controver.sy aroused _.b,Y • th8' 
Lansdowne l~tter. , It is idlP. that 1 Eonat Law speaks of it as ar 
" :p.ational , mis·£ortune-," and other politicians try to expfaih it:: 
away; it .does ·oert51inly represent -the opinion of . an- ever-gr:owirrg1 

and influenti_al -hody 9f .people, for there are some sta.tesmen :wh~ 
reallse t_h~t :yi13tory may eome too late, or be· purchased .at ~tciO"high~. 
a price. They alre,ady hear the rumbling of the economic earth..;; 
quake that threatens to engulf the· Empire. ' Yet a:s showing"ju:st! 
how much out of:touch with realities are our rulers, we lfave only 
to, qu,ot-e, t,he recen.t utterance 0£ Lord ·R. Cecil, w.hich appeare'd ,.·in~· 
the publi~ press -0£ Dece:r;nber 10: . · · ·' 

., '',rhe :/lm.qa:rri~~ta_l evil o~ Germany .is State . idolaky7;-;:; 
·state· afove·- religion and everything else. It has heel). w~P , 

- d·e'scribed by Mr.' Otto Kah:h, himself a · German by origin,' .as-~, 
the demoniacal obsession of power wo,:rship and' world-~ 
1

dominfon'. . . · .. ' No laws of · morality ' are .binding if .they are , 
against th~· State'. That' is really the foundation of ~lf the,'. -

-: troul'>le 'with th_e 'Germans. So _long .as. the governing clas~eS:.' 
are forect·ed wit4 ·this doctrine tllere is no limj~- to .. ~be~·i 
wicked:qes,i{and" crue_1ties that' will in time utterly uµde,:rr~irie ' 
their ·civilisation. . ' _, 

But; .su,rel;, L-0rd Robert .:f~rgot , to· mention that thjsi is ~~:; 
intematio:p\'.il .dis,eas·e, arid thriV.es wherev·er' private property exists~ · 1 
and' monopolie,s . provicfo a fertile soil. -We might. remirid ·-him. 6-tr 
tbe old hiblicarl .adage -:; " Cast .:firsti the. mot.e from thine · 0wn eye.- '.'.~; 

Jntematio~a~ F~nanciers in Conference., ! , . • ' '11hese pap.~rs :i:;ih;ow. ,Wqs,t sort Bf ,resettlement of t4e worid . 
, 'the Allies w~re_ ai;rangi:Ilg at. vari0us times.; the , perms - , , -_The dete:rl;Qiination o~· the pant 0£, th:e -Giovmn11ment.n0t ·fo"-.issue··; 
discussed _or agteed ' ·oE. . to·u.ch ko~t· closely- ~he d,ur11tion of: passports 1fa.· anyone . wishing to. go fr((}ni .J E:nglaiild · to 1 ·S,witzerlandf-J 

., ~ne war, our fot;l,ire · when the .war is over, and,. the great - in order .to attend the Peac,e Cc;ra£erence there,~ and ,.also .. its .. :bhre-i-l!ti'J 
l' • que.stimi hqw, far:·-Oill' war aims and tpose o_f our Aliies a~cord to consider. , t4e ,withdrawal of passports fr@m an;y British .:subj.e~t< 

< • - I wi~h 'the ' pri.1foipl~s . fqr ·which .:-Vf? are :fighting. . . ·. Hav:e resident in. Switzerland' who may . attend the Corlforence,. remii.rd-s:•I 
. ' · these thfil.gs · nothing to do with this, country, .or is it not, on us. of the ·meeting at . Geneva 0£ international £riaaiciers· ifr_, 

the contrary, . 0£ prime importanc,e that this country should . · September last-. Although the British Government .. denied ·that-. 
know at least. as mucb about· ·the policy 0£ its Government such a ,, meeting had taken ·place, the publication· of a secret te1e:.., 

·and its Allies as, does : ~be rest of the wor.ld? gram by. the Bo~:she·viks proves it to, have · been an accomplishe<f 
1

· · fact .. The ·German Government llkewise ·was nonplussed1
, . and~ as·,, 

T'ro1tzky-'·s Idealism. · actual de:nia}; w.as. out of the questfo:n, v9n Kuhlmann declar.ed1 · ~· 
·i, : The bare fae.t ; .that the diplomatic 1re,la:tions between modern: that the awkwa:rcl secret, telegram of the Russian Amb-assador irl ,~ 

g0vern;rp.ents .. rest upon li~s, craft, and subterfa;ige .is quaintly Berne. wa,s fimmdeEt upon '' gossip-and ·faulty 'i:mformati0Il1
• ''·; Th\:h:< 

indicate,d in . a leading article .appearing frl; the', Daily News qf : aSSUII1:·Ptidn ,that ' clipfomatic - representatives, are paid· to:. c0m- ,: 
D,ecember 12. . lt - starfa~ ;· by. confessing- tlia.t the . situ~tion in: murfiaa,~e "gos-sjp and · faulty information " is a delightfully .. naivci:>• 
Russia is "extraordinarily, i:qterestin.g,;" for . evasion-. 0:µ . a :E)ar w.ith- .,tbe B:ritish Government's more h.eroic. but':' 

· · · · · · · deEber.-ate.· lie>, - ,- .. ";, · " ::i 
,The new oi·deI" in Rus'sia cannot be judged 'l?y the 

·ordinary s·~andi:trds . -·or Eur(?peam · s'ta teera~t~ M. Trotzky 
•- ·goes on ma.king· spooc~es whi?h read like bombast,, and re's:t 

for their ·mean.ing np0:n an.interpretation '-6£ the, world s·o. very_ 
·remote from ' the -ordhrary r.eading of' it in the 'West -Chat .it· js 

• , 1 hard .fo;r ·the :Eoreigrim•; to b~lieve him .sincer~. y t}t' .h.e 
• '• I ' ( 1 , '; ' •r\' 

. ' 
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1 -'-W'h8;te'1e~· : fbrhi -it. taifos-monrtrchic ;.':· o1rgarc4ic,, '. or «l~rii~;;~: 
cratic-the goy;ernmep.t of ~an by· man is illegipimate a:pd ' ~P.s\lrtl: ··" 
. . . . _A~ if!~tt" s·~e~.~~ jus.ti9·~ i'~ .equity, so'! socjety . see}fs. ordet i~ , 
Anarnliy.~P:itBbuitoN' '. .. . ' " . · . , · .. . - ' · - · 
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FREEDOM. JANUARY, 1918. 

COMMUNISM. 

There is one subject ·about which there is much co~fusion of 
thought; one which is much misunderstood, or which is unknown 
to the -majority. That subject is Communism. 

The most general conceptiQn of Communism is that of the 
small states, or societies, in w:hich the tools, -land; buildings, ancl 
products of the society are the common' property of the in-embers, 
or of the government of the society . . Usually in thes·e societies, or 

_, states, a common kitchen is maintained; the vegetables are all 
raised together in a common garden by the united efforts of those 
assigned to that . work by the management of the society; 
individual p.reference is 'supposed to give way to the preference of 
the majority, and a regulation of activities carried on by the central 
authority. This is. the. ·old-fashioned authoritarian: Com:rnunism, 
which still . prevails . to a limit~~ exte~t. . . This_ i~ I f!ie . kind of 
Co~~unism which niost persqns picture .in tlJieir, ,inind~ ~hen th(~ 
W;~rd is · m~mtioned. . . . . · '·: . .', . . , .. 
, ;,, 1 : ~Wle tp,is kind of Con:imu?ism has man_y ~dy~ntag~s, _such 
as. umteq effort and the mcreased productive power mc1dent 
thereto; the saving incident to the abolition of all the unnecessary 
weighing, measuring, accounting, bookkeeping, etQ., yet it is 
objectionable on· account of its authoritarianism. : · 
··: . It is from this kind of effort that most person~ draw their 

c0.nception of Communism. Many who oppose Communism base 
their oppos'ition. on the· assumption that these 'little socialistjc' 
states a~e the true models of Communism, hence theii: antipathy 
w· ~u,ch arrangem~nts. . , . · . · · 

i . : Fun is poked at 'the "community toothbrush,_ towel, bed;' " 
~tc., by those who answer argument by ridicule. : No one believes 
that there would then be any greater Communism in these things 
than now exists, if he will stop and think a minute. In every hotel 
arid)Joarding house these tools of cleanliness are used by thousands 
of. di~erent people. In every city there are toilet· supply companies 
who .fornish a combination t°'v·el-rack, lo~king~glass, comb, ·and 
brush-holder, and take the dirty towels: away, leaving clean ones 
every morning. In this way tens of thousands of hands and fac8S 
are wiped on the same towels in the run 0£ ·a year. · B'ut the 
pre.sent promiscuity in· the use of articles of varien1s ·kinds is too 
.apparent -to need ·elaboration. Yet it is warmly 'championed by 
the ;ri.diculers of the " community towel." · · 
. ( . Many imagine that all persons would live in big houses where · 
:tbe meals would be .served. 'in a common kitchen. This is another 
unfounded supposition: For that matter, see· the millions who do 
eat in common dining-rooms, each getting his roast beef, 
macca_roni and cheese, or ham and eggs, cooked ' in the same 
ve~s-els, . by . the same cooks., cut from th13 same roast or , ham. All 
these things · occur, no~ because of the communistic genius of 
pr,e.se.n;t .in~~i~utiqns, ·but because . of . the opposite tendency. The 
~e.sir~ ; to ,~upply .. our needs or wants ·cheaply giv·es birth to such 
arrangem.ep.ts and. customs. Th~ one .who can combine the efforts 
o!· a n,µfilb~r Qf person~, . in his given line·, judiciciusly, can supply 
his wants more chE}aply than can be done otherwis·e. 

So we see t~e pr!ncipal objections brought against Communism 

using the same dishes, spoons, towels~ etc., they could do so. 
Those who wished to live the most exclusive lives, having .their 
own houses, towels, dishes, linen, etc., made expressly for him or 
her, and never used by or for anyone else, would be equally free 
to do so. Those . who saw fit to go to neither extreme, but 
desired to retain much of our pres.ent method in these .arrange­
ments could go on with their domestic relations as they are to-day. 

Wherein, then, you may ask, is the Communism? Simply in 
this: Production would be carried on, as before stated, by those 
who voluntarily associated themselves together for that purpose, 
each according to his or her desire. The land and tools of pro­
duction, buildings necessary for production and exchange, the 
means of transportation, communication, , and distribution, and 
the' products of united effort would all be held in common, and the 
right of every one to use to the full extent of his needs and desires 
would be recognised. . It is a well-known fa.et that if all able­
bodied persons were occupied · in production for a very few hours 
per day, an abundance of everything desirable could be produced_, 
If all were assured of plenty., then no one would have an incentive 
to ~ake more ~h-an they could use and e:r;ijoy. . · 

In Communism, there being no money or other representative 
of value, there would be no opportunity to hoar~; for the man who . 
would carry home a hundred hats,. or fifty umbrellas, or twenty · 
suits of clothes, when the store was well supplied all the time ana . 
free for him to he.Ip himself, would be ridictil~d and laughed at S•> 
much that he would surely refra,in from any further exhibition ~)f 
the hoarding proclivity. The sense of security _which would prevail 
would be a sufficient safeguard against anyone taking too much. 

Cheapness would never be thought of. ·UtiJity and beauty 
would always be the objects sought to be attaiped in all lines of 
production. Shoddy would be unknown. . No thought of 
adulteration of food would ever enter the he~d of anyone, and only 
the best of everything would be sought for : _Buildings would be 
erec~ed with the .greatest care and substantia.l enough to last 
.inany generations. Roads would.be made level, st,raight, wide, and 
with substl::jintial foundations; their. surface would .be kept con- , 
stantly in repair. · 

All the necessary -and useful occupations of e:very description . 
would be carried on by voluntary groups, each .group ' doing that 
particular work for which it was ~ormed. When any work has .. 

· been accomplished, the group doing it would dissolve in.to its 
component parts, the various individuals that had composf::d it 
uniting . with others in other groups for other and differ~nt · 
purpose~, as the necessities or expedienc~s qf the times called for 
united action. · . . . . . · · . 

Thus the most infinite .. variety . of combinations for :,peeific 
purpos~s, either of utility or pleasure,, could be formed, accompiish 
their: pqrpose, and go out of existence, and all t~e i;ieoessities and 
luxuries of life could be provided without .curtailing the liberty of . 
any, and ·the highest individuality now conceivable be att3.ined, 

. . . HENRY .ADDIS. 

HUNTING DOWN PAC.IFISTS IN FRANCE •. 
are invalid. The first, the charge of authoritarianism, cannot 
apply fo true ·Coi.nmuriism, but only to miniature State Socialism, . The Jingo agitation against those who da·re to raise their .·. 
usually called Comm:unism; that of promiscuity can 'be · brought voices in favour of peace, absurd as it h_as b~e'n' in . t;his country; ' 
with terrible fome against the present methods, · or any other has gradually inpreased in str'ength in France, and ~snow approach-., 
methods ':-that propose cheapness as· .the · guide · ·to :preforence. irig .terrorism. · Not satisfied with the prosecutibn of Bolo Pasha. " 
Neither one can be laid at the .. d:oor oLCommunism, as I propose and M. Caillaux; the Jingoes are demanding the prosecution of 
to show. · ., , . . ¥ .' Briand for having beeri the recipient ,of th'.e German pe:ace 
· In the first place, the . CJommunism propos·ed a~ a social ancl proposals -in August. But an even more drastic and dangei:ous 

economfo :arrangement by the Anarchists who no lo'ng~r1 iove the proposal is the Bill introduced by M. Del~hayEi; ~Royalist Deputy, 
:fi'erce struggle~ of compe.tition, and the · wasteful· methdd's 'df ' corri- • providing. that anybody conv_i9te~ ·of 'having ,expressed._ since 
mercialism, ·if:!' a -condition of affairs where all 'exercise'.~f 'l:l:uthority : A,ugust, 1914, a "pacifist'' · ~piniop. · .sp~ll be_ condemned to 
is absent. 1 ·ill such a condition association· according to· b=iste would . death. This ridicul6.us Bill is actually .·i:m·'pported" in principle by 
be' the rule. All the' resources of .the earth being tli'.en :common·to M. Nail ; the- Minister 0£ Justice. ( !), wlio· says that tlrn law 0£ 
all~that is to. sa·y, free for all to use hut not to · monopolise~there August ' 5, 1914, for repressing press ip.discretions and alarmist; 
v/oula ibe· nd necessit_y. to · ass_ociate with ·other's' 'in l>ro'd~ctive w0rk remarks was '' inadequate fo · tou.ch certain convetsations that are 
or' 'in ·social matters when such associatio~ wa~ ' not .. :Pleasant. not public in the legal sense : qf_ the' term_, ' but. ~re, .nevertheless, 
:Persons w.ho, ·because of.similarity of taste; desired ·to work in ·the . dangerous. Power- must be given to repress private conversation 
'Sa:me: kind' of ·:undertakings }vguld then assoeiate· in · f~1.eit ·occupn- if it relates to certain campa"igns which we desixe :to prevent,. or· . 
tfon of production or ·disttibution, because 'it would give t.hern stop." The Government, therefore, intended to introduce an 
pleasure- to · do so. · In social matte1~s -' the· likes an'.d dislikes, amending Bill to meet the ·necessities of th~ pr~sent. It w'ould noh 
attractidn· a.rid repulsions which wield such an1 importa·nt influence inflict exces~ive penalti~s, such ' as· th\lt _of_'d·eath ' propos~d by ¥. '. 
in ·society tO-day would have full play ; ·and a:sso'ciation of a social Delahaye.; ( we shall content ourselves. with a max1m'um of five · 
character , would be ·pleasant because· . desfred ' by "all' ·p'ersons years ' imprisnnm'ent." The ' new law would, said M. Nail, enable· ' 
c©ncerried. ' Und~r these conditions ' crime," 'vfoe', and contention~ the easy and serious repres's!on 6f ... defea.tism .,, . and " pacifiSm. ,, . 
. of an-"Q.npleasant character would be reduced to the min:i'mufu; f~f .. · Now that the ball has been · set rollipg .. iE. France, ·we may 
:all these things as. they exist to-day are-' the direct outgrowth of -reasonably expect .that ·Northcliffe and ·co ... wiU. try t<:> introduce 
· the _ res~ri,cFon of_lib/e,rty, the ·strained and unple~sanpr ~~~ociatioh it ~ere .. . .,A guillotine on a tank in:,:·Trafalgar Squa-re would be a 
:and re.l~tiops ~esult~ng therefrom.,, ~ , . ... . .. .. : t"- . . .. " · · , splendid attraction for .the .sale .. of ·War Bonds -to carry on· the greali 

: . TH..e ,c9mnwn ,4ouse, .towel,, 53te;., }VouJP, be .. m~tr~~+~- fpr each st;ruggle for Liberty; . A lotte:ry . migh~ be) held <in' conn:·eet'ion with 
·-0ne fu . decide for him cir fierself. '. If any number~ oti?~rs'ons wisbed. . the · sale of bGnds-, . tpe -lucky . ~inners to . have. ··the -. pleasure of 
'to unite their domestic affairs and live in one common · house, ~lloti.ning the pacifists found guilty by the Courts. , · • 
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TH_E LABOURER'S HIRE. 
(Continued .) 

'The · history of the labouring classes from 1760 u·ntil 1845_ i . .; 
one · 1ong drawµ-out struggle between the labourers 'and their 
oppr.essors. When we consider .that at · this period the English 

; workers were among thE:i most illiterate in aH Europe, we cease t-0 
_ wonder that the numerous revolts. that periodically . occurred 
: showed neither co-ordination nor unity of action, and , thus were 
'ruthlessly ·crushed by the owning class. In The Village Labourer, 

·· a ·study of the government' of England between 1760 and 1832, by 
J. L. and Barbara Hammond, we are told: "A body of men 
holding a meeting in a vilfage where famine and unemployment 
·were chronic, and where hardly anyone ·had been taught to read 

.' 91: write, ri:dght very soon firid ·themselves becom'ing· what the Act 
o~ 171~ called a riotous · assembly; and if a magistrate-tool,r alarm 

:·and read the Riot Act; and they : did not disperse within one hour, 
everyone of t-hem . might be pu:qished as a felon.:' The Villa.g e 

· L(J,bOure·r, c~mposed · a~ it is of particulars taken ~ro~ Ho~e Office 
]Yl),pers, abounas 'with evidence of the ferocious methods adopted 
b.Y ,the governing class against the poor who dared 'question their 

' lbt. . 
The condition of the labourers was, at this time, pitiable in 

the extreme-star.vation and degradation was their reward £or 
-strenuous labour: .The introduction of machinery in agriculture 
·ha!d had the same effect upon them as upon the labouring artisans, 
' ~nd that . and other causes had reduced them to a deplorable 
; condition.. : As The Village Labourer tells us.: " Their blind blow 

. ;had been struck and it had been answered; they bad dreamt. that 
:: ~hefr '·lot· might be · mad~ less intolerable; and the governjng cla~s 
: ha!a ··crushed that- daring fancy for ever with banishment and th e 
breaking up of their homes. It only remained for them to accept 

.J4eir ·fat,e with a look 0£ stone upon their faces and a curse of fire 
' ' iri ' their hearts." · · · 
, . ' T,4~e ~ St>ecfal Commission 'that went through the. Eastern arnl 
· Southe.rn Counties' where · revolts had broken out· justified its 
existence hy ·se~te:pce_s · of death,. tr1?-nsportatfon, and i;rnprisonment. 

· The tri:isery'' ·:tba t ioJlo-wed these · acts of · '' justice. '' was indes­
cr.iba ble. The families of the convicted men (and who was not 
convioted .. , who had df!,red raise his voice aga.inst his fate?) were 
reduc·ed >t-D 111it(fr ::a·e~spafr a.nd starvation. Yet. though over 600 
men arid-' boys <';had . been sentenced to transportation for ljfo, 
rriany ':· other_s:' -b_anged _ or imprisoned, the powers that be felt 

. ~-secure in .thefr· srriug satisfaction that justice was being Clone·, for 
Lord· Brougha·rri ~: fo'forrried. the House of ' Lords in 1830 that 
'.'within ji; few ·days from the time I am addressing your Lord­
. .ships . the· sword· of.fostice shall 'be unsheathed to smite, if it/ be 
nec,essary; with ·a firm and vi~orous hand, the rebel against' the 
law." And on Christmas Eve orders were given to the Arch­
bishop by the Privy Council to prepare '' a form of prayer to 

. Almighty God on acoount ·of the t.roubled state of· certain parts of 
the Unit!3d IGngd.om," the prayer being especialJy noteworthy for 
its,' request to "Restore, 0 Lorn. to Thy people the quiet enjoy­
ment of the many and great blessfogs which we have received 
from Thy boimty," and ending up with the decla.ra.tion, " . th::it we 
may serve Thee with one a.cC'ord. in duty .and loyalty to the King. 
in obedience tb the laws of the land and in brotherly Jove towards 
each other.'' Thus was Christianity again used b:v the State io 
bolster UP its authorjty, and to give a fresh ·exhibition of its 
·" brotherly " proclivities. : 

But ~11 this halo of sanctity could not succeed in wiping out 
the crime committed by the Government, and the memory of' its 
atrocious acts lingers to this day in some of the villages of the 

·South. , Yet as we have seen tht? Engfoih peasa:nt_js, with a few 
notable .excentfons. docile and law-abidfog. · Memor.ies 1 of the 
hrutaliti~s of the Government of a hundrei. years' a~ro - hflve not 
shown him the better way, for the parson and the ,saufre still hold 
sway fa .the .villages, and the education gjven b:v tbe authorities 
only .. aims . at keeping -the- people ignorl'.l.nt. So there has been no 
dennite revolt, of .the labourer since 1832. 'though his conditfon has 
only· sl~ghtly. improved. · He still lacks the vision whfoh has 

(~.; .... CO°tne fo many town Workers , Of a life that shall kn OW TIO Wage · 
.:.:c;s,t::·rslarver.y. But we .must not overlook the fact that the very 

i.S.~~a:t:i~ . ,: of- the rural worker has .been against Mm; bis mental 
;?d1ev'e~'9f>}Il.ent· ha~ been · consistently slower, though just previous 

t&1th:E! >war there· was some evidence that bjs class-conscfom:mess 
. kwas .. a:w~kening, and though it merely took the form of Trade . 

::·:: ·>:utRnfon lictivity; it ,represented nevertheless a movement towards 
· · the:•be'tt~rm.ent of- his class through unity. of action. 

During the period 0£ revolt, one attempt at the palliation r)f 

the labourer's plig-ht must not be · o,verlooked. It was .the 
endeavour to estll!blish a scheme of home colonisation undertaken 
.by R. , M:, -. Baco~, ·Editor of the Norwich' M e?·cury, and Lord 
·Sufijel.~ . ... -~~t- suggested the npplicatiO:n of, .public money for the 
pury.psf? ,pf 0 .stablishing la-boiirers on land of their own . The 

• 

.. ) 

Village Labourer tells us that it was a scheme " to make the 
labourers independent ·of the farmers, and to substitute the 
competition of employers for the competition _0£ employed.'' But 
the revolt had not been sufficiently successful to force the Govern­
ment into acoept.ing the remedy. Had such a scheme be8n 
adopted, by its creation 0£ a large class of peasant proprietors it 
might have made definitely for reaction, as would have b-een ·-the 
case . in Russia ,had Stolypin's similar remedy · been . morn 
univ·ersally employed. It is, however, a notorious fact that .our 
statesmen have until recently been singularly short-sighted in 
their treatment of Labour. And even the, recent case 0£ the 
establishment of a minimum wage of 25s. weekly for agricultural 
labourers bears4 out this charge. It has, by the ·Government's 
failure to grasp essential facts, again made the labourer realise 
wha~ he has, to hope from Government. / rt· is mor·e than ever 
like~y to le.~d to. a quickening of a:qtivity against . tho.se who are 
still demanding fresh sacrifices. Lloyd George's speech of 
December 21 last is a proof of this. After treating the labourer to 
honeyed words about -doing " credit to their - ancient craft, the 
oldest in the. world,'· he continued: 

Every labourer ought to feel a prouder man to-day when 
he knows that whereas he used to handle the plough he can 
also handle the rifle and any other weapon that may be 
necessary in order to defend the country. I want those at 
home to make a special effort. I am told it would make a 
very great difference if, during the cultivating season, it were 
possible £or ·them to give an extra hour a day when the 
weB.ther is good. I appeal, therefore, that where it is 
necessary in order to make the best use of the weather to put 
in -e:xtra time that they should do so . 
The first part of this exhortation ma'y well bear a two-~dged 

interp·retation, but the speaker now, as of old, is endeavouring to 
trade upon the· native generosity of the toiler. It is convenient 
for him to forget history and even the remembrance of the debate 
in the. House of Commons in July upon the minimum wage :for 
agricultural labourers. It is .convenient to ignore the indictment 
brought against the class he represents by such impartial critics 
as the-Hnmmonds,· who., after an exhaustive inquiry .into the life 
and conditions of the labourers and .comparing them with the class 
that exploited and sat in judgment upon them, dec~are: 

That class has left bright and ample · records 0£ its, life 
in literature, in art, in political traditions, in the display of 
great orations and debates, in memories ·of ·brmiant conver·-

, ·sation· and spar~ling · wit; it has left dim · and meagre· records 
of the disinherited peasants that are the shadows of its 
wealth; of the exiled labourers that are the shadow of its 
pleasures ; of the .villages sinking in poverty and crime a.ncl 
shame that are the shadow of its power and its pride. 

(To be concluded,) · 

FIGHT TO A FINISH. 

The boy.s came bac.k. Bands played and flags were flying ; · · 
And crmvds of Yellow-Press.me:n thronged-the street · 

To cheer the soldiers who'd refrained from dying, 
And hear the music of returning :feet. ' 

'' Of alL the thrills and ardours war has brought, 
.This moll1;ent is the finest" (So they thought). 

· $napping the:iT ba:yo?ets · ~n t~ .charge the ~oh, , 
' Grim F~siliers broke ran~s with gl~µt qi . s~E?eL 

At'_la~t the boys had found. a c~shy job. 
' * . * * -l<· 

I hE:ard the Yellow-~ressrnen grunt· and squeal; 
'And with my trusty bombers turned .and went 
'ro clear the butchers out .of Parliai;nent. 

·SmGFRrnn SAssooN jn Ca.mb1·idge Magaz'ine. 

By n~' process can c9erQio:r;i be. made equjtable. Th.e free:st 
form of goyernment,is on~;y th~ least objecfoonable form. .The rule 
0£ the . many by th~ £ew, .we c~ll tyrann~ . . The rule ~f the .~e'i~ by 
the 'many .(De'mo~racy) i~ ~yranp.y als.o, ,only qf a less ~µtense km.c) . 
- HERBERT SPENCER.. I ., 

Did the m~ss qf _ 'm,e~ kno.w th~ actual .. selfis~ness and 
· injusti9e. ~£their rulers, bot a government would stand, a year; the 
world vyould foment _with Revolution.-THEODORE PARKER. 

· ·· In 'general, the ~:i;:t of G-overninent consi.sts in' taking as much 
money as possible from one .part of ,tb13 citizens .and giving it to 
another-VoLTAIRE. 
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. LET US HA VE . PEACE! 

Now that the Russian and German Governments have 
p·racticaUy decided on peace, the question arises as t© ·how long 
the coining of _pea.c.e will be· delayed between the Allies and the 
Central Powers. Although .the press is almos,t unanimous irr 
refusin,g the o:vertures made b,y the · Central Powers <during 
Christmas week, there were. one .or two nota:hle .exceptions ~; and jt 
is .quite certain t-hat thelre will be many telegr·ams betwe'.ln 
Fdt~ce, Italy, and England before the Governments definit·ely 
refuse: Ev~ with . the utmost American help, the.re is :not the 
slightest hope oi !that crushing military victory which the A1lied 
s~atesmen pmcla.im a'S their aim. If ·1t was not po:ssible when 
R11ts1:!J, wf1'.s 'holding' 'the Germa:ns ·and Austrians ·on the Eastern 
-front, it ' certainly is not possible now. Trade relations between 
Russia and t7he Centra1 Powers ~rill 'be renp-enea immeaia:tely, ·and 
all .hopes raised by the b>loclrnd.e vanish, because a·s :soon as the 
Russian peasants return home food production will increase, and 
the German people th~reby <D·Main. the grain and ·other foods which 
th~y · o~b.tain.ed from 11.ussfa in pre-war days. A milit'a1'.Y victory 
or a · v:ictof\y hy .starvation therefore is out of the question, even 
if the British workers desire to crush the German workers. 

In these circumstances, the people may well ask themselves 
whether the differences between the war aims of their respective 
Governments cannot be settled otherwise than by prolonging the 
slaughter of the manhood of Europe and the starvation of the 
civilian inhabitants at home . After three and a half years of 
war, in which directly and indirect1y mifhons ·of them have met 
their death, the Russians and Germans have ceased fighting each 
o~her. Can a y person state one thing that has been gained on 
either side that wa:s worth ifihe death of one soldier? And when 
the Allies and the ·Central Powers have ceased fighting will the 
result be any more profitable to those who have done 'the fighting? 
Suppose Mesopotamia and Egypt and the German Colonjes .in 
Africa are added to the British Empire, will that be worth the 
blood and trea~ure spent in acquiring them? Then let the people 
speak out plamly allld c.oura.geamsly and say the war must stop. 
~he se~ret tr.eatie·s be~wee-n .Russia antl £he Allilie.s re·ee.n.tly pub­
h~hed by the Bolsheviks ht:tve thrown a .fierce light on their war 
aims, and show how hypocr.itical· is all the oratory of their states­
men wqen th~y tal¥: about " crushing Prussian militari8m " ancl 
'' ma.king the WO'da "Sale ~or aemocracy. '' Ana it the Jugo-Slavs 
and the Czechs and the other small nationalities am to decide their 
own . form of government, will t_hat right be extended to thP, 
populations of. ·Tripoli, Morocco, Egypt, India, Ireland., and the 
many other countri.es " protected " by the Allies? 

The pretence of :fighting for civilisation and democracy can 
be ~ept u.p no .longer, and it is for .the peoples themselves to force 
tbe1r rlliers to ·ma~e peace. The.iir sacrifices ·and siu.fferings du.ring 
the ,p·ast three rand a half years entitle them to lt'he right to .do so, 
and · now that the p~o~~es o~ the Central, Empires are holding out 
the hand of peace, it is their opponents • oppor-tumity to g·ra~p it, 
and then prepare for the only , war that is worth while-the war 
.against Capitalism .and its weapon, the .State. The Russians are 
figbting Capitalism and have almost abolished LamUordism. Let 
us g~ a· step further and abo_lis~ the Sita.te .alsG.. lA,s Joirng .ri1.s 
go~emment of ~an by man exists, wars will rage and oppression 
exist. B,y makmg war on our enemies at home w.e wilJ abolish 
international ws,r, thereby a.c~ievfog what G.ov·ernm.ents .can .neve,r 
ac~ieve~a durable peace between peoples. 

NEWS .AND VIEWS. 

The chairman of the Ooats Cotton Thread Trust, on 
~nnourntin,g a 1dl:ivfole'I'ln! <of 3.Q) p·.er ee-lll!t .. , warmly IDB:p>iUdia-ted· the 
.0h'.arge d pTofiteeriing ··bmughf. 'against ·the firm .by cel\ta-1Jn }'eo.']!)il"Ei, 
··pr.obably of 'G.erman e.xttac.ti&n. But the ,main lJD01nt of 1ri<s .spte-e-Cih 
,at the las.-t .share1Tolders'' ;tneetfoa;g ~as that ithe .Bol:shewk..s ha:ive 
.haiaded O\~er ·the ·Russian 1bra;nch. ~of Ooa·ts ~the· wo&er:S, wh1l> ~'Te 
to aun ~-t on ·their 'O"Wn_,· andl. ,di&miss ·dir.e0't0r.s .a;s iit plea:ses tk-em. 
·No lan,gu-a,ge -cmaM · ,@e tQ>o ·sfa:ic&.m.:g .ti0: id .. e:scl'ibe this · ~redilll'ced 
.r-0 blbei:y. 

In v,iew of the l!lil!l.e:asiness -expness.ed :in ca:pitttM:st qua.irtie'l'iS :fe 
the 1i-kely xeyudi:a!ti011 by .R-tissia ·0lf· her .lo:an~ '.fronhtla~e·~ Aliliies, 
.Honan: Law ass·ured .th~m tfa-a.t .hie -.thol.ilglmt the m0wie,y a.dWian~e.J 
fo R ussi11 w..0.uld he re.co-v·ered sG>bbe1r ,or la~r. As ilate .,ex~U~m.~· , 
should ,a '' tStaWe g<irnernmat "'. ari,s·~ in ttha·:t .hetrigihted <cbuntr,y~, ·lit 
could not ·carry .-0.m 1wilthamt .-foiii:ther h>ans, ·Mld ·,tfae-se l.oans ·w0md 
nnt ,ev.enroate .un,til n.111e J_F}l.·ffv.i©us . en.es were rie:paid. What ··tliJ.e 
English. c~pi:talists M:e Jloping ,for ia rSiuc.h a· '' ·stable '' G:owem · 
:ment. ,a;s would t.a.~ the Jitu:s:sia·n w~&~s m.e1·ci,lessJ.y ·;faa or.<9.~r - fo 
repay the loans plus an increaible i,nte.rest . 

A rec-ent letter .a p;pxe11ilt'0'-d u1.ti ·the ·ip're'ss. 'f.nmn ·a m~m\h~r :of ·tbe 
B:r.iftish houngeuiisie ii:n £a Russria:n ·tow.n. 1;t :is, typ.fowl of tilit~ ·~al 
attitnrdre :.(DI tlu1eise 1Xm:rasites .tomat:'d ·.fJ:hre R'lll'.Ssian "Wcrr~rs. Th;is 
estimath1e ymung ilia«I:y wr.it:es .~ " At pl~'S'ent m·~t oi 'the ipet>ple·(do 
:not k.nt©<W wh:aft £reed:om iwemtrs. '.F-ot iirr-s.fance, J10tll :giv:e 'aD ,im;l'er 
to 'JO'mir ·coachman to prepa'r-e Lthe catlri~ Mi ·:uhlte~ ·o ''eibek, M ydu 
i\<vish .t0· r<irive. Tlaree n'ch!mk .som1n.'ds ·: n0 rcaiitr.iagB. Ytiu 1g6 Mund 
to tke staMe and fiil:d. the coa.c'hma..n sm.:oking. Yo'\11 .e:xclaim.: 
' Why JiSiil. ',t .thee c:t:i,rriage .ready ? ' lili'e ransWt~r.s : ' I ·w;i:shed · fo 
.srnoke.' ' Buit the carriage was or~'I"etl :fol' -three. ·" ' ;Now .it is 
Freedom! '--and out he goes, leaving you alohe in th~ · ~fable. 
You discharge ;him· aR-di ge.t. :a•m.>ither, ·and ·,so on ari1 :litb ~ J3J7' hook 
or ci:ook tJnese people ';s ·n0tidn :of ::ftre-edom wilH:i'a\7~ t.O b~ .knooiked 
out iof 'Un:eir rre:ads :Mtd it ·~ery (08Jr'etully prep.al:etif rl~twitr0-ll 
hammere·a in j.nstead: '' , · ' 

Aft-er some rricm.ths, th.e~ 'Ani1;r:cihist Cfsm.n:rur:list · Le 'ft-i:JJV1Yil, 
erlJifre:d · by L~nm. '-:Bertoni, -a;nd ··pu:blfu'h:erl a:.t Genewa, ltars 
ll(liapp.eai:ed. Vtith :it n'&.CQl'.ative h~a:ding a®.d · ,~11.tire~y :fll'e"W ty.f>~, 
ta>wards ·tJn.:e cost 1of ·whfah an 1a;ppie'ail is ma~ ;f~ :furf-d°s:. W~ il:e<itrt1 
.that fu:e Swiss ·.ai!tthoritie:s c<?mtiti'mc'lj thl&fr fc11.m-p11i~ if>·f ·~xpu.tsitfn 
agairntt ,_, dang-eTt>u~ ,., A:til:aJrchists <ci>n ;all:egatfong · -()f il~'$e-rtit>!f .Or 
~ny li'lr,ely chang.e, a.lJJl s:p>iite bf th:e rights flif ~'S!571Utti. '.Dhiie ilate8t 
v.icitim of · these pers~~itft.ti:o·ns '.is A.nte.liit> P~z2*ii:tti, a"h Iit:alran 
.i."6sia1ent .. at S·Q.hafftfil;a·usen. 

· CJ: h~ fctllow.i1ng !item rc1(1)_'l®'es '.firorn ~iv1:is : ., ' A 1pby · .Q\.iii9Jr~hfat , 
1name-d Ma.ilrrice Ba:rri0n, 'scin of a •capii:a'i.n ·a.t tlte · fr.011t, ha..'S 1be~n 
·arr~slted ilirere a1llid !handted over •tro the m1litacy la'.\ll:tlJ:i0'-r.itl.es on' ;<1 
aharge ·of rengroging iil. pl~lifilst arrd ' dte'featis't ' propaga]);da.. 'l"he 
ycnilltk, who is l<D, i:S •a dtiscip1l:e ;o'f .H~l1®.rre Bir.ion, lth-e sdhbo'IJ. 'lfiea:cn:er 
who ·wi'th :se'Ver.a.l a-ssodi'a tes is 'to be 't'rretl b'y c~urt~ rna:ttial ,oih 
-simifar · d11arge!s. BmTfon ·C'<lirresiponded wi'th Sehasti-en Fa1!1.:r0 
{Editmr 'of .a~ ·qu~·z'l ifuwt iltnz) :and 'either llll'ili'.tarit An'art-;higits, :aifYd 
a quantity of 'tra-cts urging ·:~01d'ieis '.1;0 irevolt ·w.ere fo-uritl ~n <h:is 
rodtns. IDm. spite •of ,faii_s -age~ . he- is ~e:gardiedi ~~ ~ really tlai:!~e'r@'tit? 
character. During the Paris work-girls' 'Strikers ·m Jun~. lh~ !Was 
a.rre-steel w±t.1le urging' iso1cil.1re[is· t0 turn their iaciris tt;g3:inst the 

'\ . . . 

. iSeha:sti~ FtturB htt~ be~u ·~h~ Victim t5f - a ·.•• i3~mp~)gn '·' 
n!'l;rrrerd -ion ·by L 'A hi·ecM:ern Ft'anttti'Be ·-a;ntl O'th~r .J"ingb pap~r$, 
sugg.~sting · tha't i::is rraper, C'e ·~q>u. "ill fuu't dire, ·~zi:s ·~e-e-p. ·able 1tio 
support ii1s~lf, .~ma ·. W--ais. "€ven ·stal(tetl, by Ger'l'.ll11-fl gbld. 
_,., Mauriefos" ta!ke's u,p ~h~ cu&gelti J:n Faur13':s 'allisehb'e ithr<5ug1h 
m.neS's,·. and ma)res -'Slasfrirrg atta·c~s ion Leon· Dali1det, tne ,Ezl~wr 
·0£ L 'Ab:fi3'ction. . D ·a.n,det h'a(d -~ra:gg'e'~te'd 'th~t ~·a-ure '·s P,aJ)-er ·should 
\hie stopped in the intereslt of ' ' n~;tional rrit>ra[alt;r, '' · ·~~o 
'' Mau1'.~cius, " ' 6om,me1:'1.tfog · ~bat · D.autl'e.li ·~hould . 1:5'e an ~xceqiJ<e}J't 
jud1ge elf mor~li-ty, _1"ecalls Dautl<?t~·s · having, ·a;S· 'a young_. ilia'.Q, 
wapted ·down :the ~ue Sifil~:>'t ·'Yi·tlrout ·e'Ve'n tb~ tradf~ional ·'fi'.gJie~f 
to cov~r him, his advent.ur~s vtry:th the '' Ct:tnary ;pi-in:C'ess ·~~ '(it 
':ale:t . gi ~en to opa~istic prac'tic~~ ·at a , c'ertain. ~at), ~rrd th~ 
obscene r'eiv.ie1'S on the oth-er ~ia11k 'Off ·tihe ~·eine ·a;t ·a nbfoiio"tis 
rende·zvol:rs 'kMwn as "' P~lmyr·s B~r, H whe-.r;e Da~<let 'sfili guar~c:; 
at the doors whiilst tihe· ha'bituifa 11~1d high T~vel. · . · • . ' 

' . . 

~he F1~ench . Censor has forbidden .the ·p·lli~lication of .xe.sQlu­
-tions passed b,y FiVeneh Trade Unfoms .agSimst the ~~rs·eeuti~n .:ci 
_pacilisits., notably· womeµ lilte Hele~+e llrion1 J.\[a,+.~ Mayou~,· :a:nA 
otrh~rs, . . · .,µ,.A ;¥ · . 

• 



. JANUARY; 1918.' . FREEDOM. • 

THE PERSECUTJON ·OF " .. SATIRE." 

The pettiness and spitefulness of the authorities responsible 
for the administration' of the · Defence of the Realm Act was never 
so apparent as.- in their treatment of Satire and its Editor, our 
.Comrade Leonard Motler. In response to the shrieking of th8 
Northcliffe Press, the Home Sec·retary instituted a series of raids 
on pacifist and anti-war organisations,•and Sati~e was singled out 
for attack. As we stated last month, the campaign opened with a 
raid on our offices., and also on the printers of the pape-r. Finding 
little of value, the police then raided Motler's lodgings, making a 
dean . sweep . of -his correspondence, MSS., business books of 
Satire, and all copies of the paper. Finall~ a raid was made on 
some London newsagents, and copies of the -December issue 
. sej.zecL All these . raids gave one the i:mpref?sion that the 
authorities considered Satire a high explosive, for the mariu­
facture of which the Edi.tor would be at least liable to a charge of 
treason,-felony or high treason. What else could one expect .after 
so many raids? . The comrades waited in fear an( trembling, as a 
Londoner does when he receives warning of an air-raid. 

Then the. blow fell! Going home in his dinner-hour 'on the' 
Wednesday prior to Christmas, Motler found the heroic raider, 
Inspector Sandercock, waiting for him. After a few introductory 
remarks, the Inspector handed Motler . two summonses to appear 
at Clerkenwell Police Court on .. Thursday, December 27, to 
answer to a charge of-here Motler held his breath and feared fo 
read further, as visions of Tower Hill at dawn flashed before his · 
'eyes, but pulling hims?lf together bravely he 'read on~to ans~er 
to a charge of running a _lottery in connection · with -Satire, 
contraty · to · the · L 'ottery :Act of 1823 ! The mountain ·_ 4ad 
laboured and brought forth a mouse ! Just imagine the situation_ 
All the brains of the Home Office and Scotland Yard and the 
Northcliffe Press trying to find in Motler's correspondence. some 
damning evidence on which to prove to the British public · what 
a dangerous . m~n .~~ .. is., . anf.l then to. ha·ve to deseend to such a 
paltry charge as running a lottery ! We almost expected , that 
when Scotland Yard considered . the case later on, they would 
withdra~ the ·charge to save the Law from the ridicule it would 
bring on itself. But, no; lacking .a sense of humour or even of , 
proportion, the charge was pro0eeded with to the end. 

'· On Thursday, Decemher 27, therefore, Motler a.ppeared at 
Clerkenwell · Police Court before Mr. Eros, the magistrate who 
sent Lilian Woolf ·and Tom Ke·ell to prison. Our comrade being 
deaf and dumb, an official interpreter was provided in the person 
of a rEp:verend gentleman connected with the Deaf and Du:tnb 
Society .. , It is unnecessary to. dwell on the evidence, except to 
say that the' lawyer who acted as prosecutor avoided dealing with . 
the gambling side · of the case, but devoted his. energies to 
vilifying Sati-re. He said it was a " horrible production " which, 
happily, had had a short existence; and poured out bis best· 
adjectives wheri describing the October issue, in which a notice of · 
the draw appeared. He also tried to make Motler's offence appear 
more :dastardly because our offi9·e is not an imposing edifice ·in 
Fleet Street, but simply a two-storie<j edi:flce in Ossulston Street. 

J\1:otler; who had pleaded, " Not Guilty," then handed to the 
· inte.rpr'eter a written; statement of his defence, which was read to 
the Co:Urt. He said that as the draw was for propaganda pur·poses, 
and not for personal pro.fit, it did not come within the meaning of 
the Act of 1823. In support of this contention, he gave· instances 
of\.sume .q.raws advertised in the Voice of Labour, .with which he 
was connected. He also pointed .out that in _ <;mrrept issues of 
Socialist and Labour papers the results of Christmas draws for 
the ·bern~.fit of variqus po~itical orgai:lisations were openly ~dver­
tis·ed· . . And' as a last effort to · show . the spitefulness Of ~his ·prose­
cution he pointed out that on December 20 a " War Bond Draw" 
took place. at Selfridge's, Mrs. Lloyd George drawing the· winnin·g· 
numbers, and a police sergeant turning the whe'el, the newspapers 
publishing full d:etails of' the result. But Motler's efforts were in . 
vain. The magistr;;i,te 's taste ,i:µ satire was _evidently only equal to -
Punch and . similar so-called humorous,' productions. . Curtly 
ignoriIJ..g our J com'rade 's arguments, be blunt.ly .said': " 'rwenty 
pounds fine and five guineas costs." When asked if time ' would 
be allowed in :which to pay, he said. Motler would go to prison if 
the· fine '\Vas not paid. 'Then he picked up his. papers and went i\o 
lunch with the calm serenity that comes to . a 'mari who' d.oes his 
duty · to 'his'_God and his King~ ' Although not e:xpectin·g· stich a . 
heavy fine, the coirirades s'craped: the money together; and .Motl~r 
left. the . C0urt a wiser, but ··not ·a sadder man. 

· In the , foregoing we have tried to put ·the ~idiculou.s side of 
the case, but we wish to point .out wha.t .. the authorities have tried 
to achieve, because, after all, there is a method in their madness .. 
Kn?Vifi~ that· a~ . t~e .Pr~'se~t moment ther~. is a. s~r~ng:_fee~~ng 
against · prosecutions for anti-war propaganda, ·they have sought 
to. <;!i:pple . our · .work by hitting us in our finances, and for thjg · 
prirp0;s~ ; t;hey h~ ve ' u~ed . th£'. - ~aw" . in th!s. rid'icvfous case. 1 t'o ' 

.deliberately rob us. of £25: · So ·far as the resµlt is concerned, they 
have adopt~d the methods of the footpad, who holds you on the 
ground whilst his pals take yo.ur money and other possessions. 
Scotland Yard· and the Home . Office simply used the Lottery Act 
of 1823 as ~ means ·to the same end, and the magistrate and 
poHce court officials did the rest. We did not e:xpect justice at 
Clerkenwell, and did not get it.. · 

We now confidently appeal to our comrades anJ. friends to 
show the authorities that th.eir attempts to cripple our paper8 
:financially are in vain, and we ask our readers one and all to send 
at once whatever they can spare. Let us help_ to repay to our· 
comrades of Satire the £25 of which the Law has robbed · them, 
B;nd let us do it now., Contributions and postal orders should be 
addressed and made payable to "The Manager of Satire, 127, 
Ossulston Street, London, N. W. 1." All sums received will he 
ac~nowledged in Satire . 

ANTE BELLUM. 

There is a septuagenarian journalist who is at present engaged 
in drawing the wages of great ability from two of the most 
not-0rious newspapei: trusts in t-his ·D.O.R.A.-ridden country. This 
venerable gentleman's name · is Alexander M. Thompson. It is 
admitted that the patriarchal age is associated with wis.dom. 'The 
patriarchal wisdom of ·Alexander the Greatest cari be re'ad in 
various papers which a dislike of advertising in ~n A'1-arch1st· paper 
forbids me to name. The juvenile unwisdom of the same · 
journalist may he perused in "Patriotism and Conscription," now 
unfortunately out of print. · · 

The mental somersaults of great journalists will have made .us 
proof agains.t surprise when we read at the conclusion of. this reli9 
of pre-war sanity that: ' 

We look upon the tyranny and slavery of profession.all 
soldiering as a curse, and will, 'therefore, oppose ·conscription 
to the last-even, if need be, with the weapons that it may 
thrust into our hands : · The British people shall not become, 
if we can help it, '' the conscript appanage· of any stronger 
Power "-not even a conscript appanage of the British Stock 
Exchange. 

. 'Brave words-especially '.'even, if need be~-.'' And the 
weapon conscription has thrust info the hands of this oveI,'-age · 
journalist is a pen at the service of the Conscriptionists. A.M. ~. 
has become " the conscript appanage " of the Harmsworth­
Hulton Press.. " Make the word cheap," to quote Alex. M., " and 
its horror will wear." 

But perhaps D.O.R.A. will not allow us to quote even the 
pre-war A.M. T. in detail, with his dark suggestions that '' soldiers 
are dogs trained not ·only to steal their . neighbours' me-at,. but to 
prot~ct it for th~ir masters against their own hunger.'' And here 
cometh the world-fq,mine. Sir, I perceive you are · a prophet. 

· '' The danger of war arises in these pursy times through one 
invariable cause-the greed of the ruling classes.'' Nothing about 
Belgium, Serbia, or even Lenin, alias Zederblum. For '' the . 
Russo-Japanese War was due, as all' historians .agree, to the .greedy · 
specula_tions of Russian Grand Dukes in Ma:o.churian forests and 
mines.,; Lenin, alias Uljanov, must have read his A . . M. Thomp­
son carefully, for he is recklessly publishing the secret treaties in 
the Petrograd archives . and other documents,. re.ferring to the 
Straits of Constantinople, Alsace-Lorraine, and the ; Finan~iers' . 
Conference' in Switzerla:p.d .. ~ _ .. (Again, . mum's .the- wo~d aqout 
B-.-m.) .. · 

Ref.erring .to th.e South African· War being e:r;i~neered by Cecil . 
Rhodes and Co., according to Lecky, the ';ro:cy . historian, our 0vrn. . 
'' Dangle '' comments : · · · - · · 

By such lying .and fraud are wars promoted. By such 
chicanery Great Britain annexed, during the twelve years 
preceding the Jubilee of 1897, a territory of 2,600,000 square 
miles, a t.erritor~1 q,ut of which. on_e . mi.g~t !Ilak~ tw.enty-two 
Great · 'Britains· and Ireland! · . . . The · odious svstem of 
conscription springs from· the same greed and rapa~ity that 
everywhern turns the blessing 'of work .into· a ,· scourge. . . ·· ... 
·A greed and rapacity which will appar.ently not..:_be. appeased 
until another great war·· has bee.p: fought, .a · couple of thirty-

. million-p.oti:Q.d . fleets blqwn. _ipto match"w,09d and · scrap-iro:µ,. . 
.half-a-dozen great cities converted. fa to . dust-heap~, ,and some 
million mel,'.l. of ' th~ common ·people. chemically. r~solved into 

, their.· component gases by : rrieans" of 'the -D.e.west kind' of 
chemical shrapnel. ' .· .. ' · ~ . . ... . . ·:,,:.-. · .. 
Again we hold · our breath · and murmur, :-. '! Sir, ·we -

perceive-·--'' 
" . A gre.at'cieal of°ink ·has 'be.en ·shed fo ·pr~ve the -invi6fal5ilLty of 

treaties an<J. i.l..e like, but our Mr.Thompson -will \have~ n0ne"· o£ J:t:· 
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He tears· aside ·the ·vern ··witrr a roughness at present emly found ir1 
the person of Leniri., alia'S' Lehmann. . . 
.. .. Oui" friend,'.:., Mr. J~ '.D.- :Sutcliffe, while v·isiting the 

- Gauca~ut::f, · exprei:ised \¥-cinder · to a;: British Consul because he 
found· ,tne ' Treaty of · Berlin dpenly- ign0red. He was 
answered with: a: la ug-b'., 'that · the famous bond of '' Peace and 
Honour '' never was anything more than a record" of financial 

: vfotory-·for ·the Roths'childs. · They it was who farced the 
· '. treaty upon Turkey arid Russia, and maintained it so 'long' as 

· ';it suited ·their interest, simply for the -deve}opment. of their 
petroleum mines. It was for this they caused war to rage 
and blood to pour ! 
Compared to Hothschild,s, Boie;> Pasha is a saintly gentleman, 

who can safely put Odds o'n ~he chanee of his halving· a fron·t seat · 
in the -Kingdom of Upstairs sh0uld an ungrateful France introduce 
him to Madame la Guillotine. You will remember Fashoda, 
when we had a slight" incident" with the French: the credit for 
ke·eping the horse of war out of the chariot shafts has been 
ascribed to our late lamente.d KitGhener: our Comrade Thompson 
disposes. of this canard : 

At Fashoda time, a F.:r:e-:ttoh .. messenger was already on his 
way with pap~rs which broke off diplomatic negotiatiop.s with 
this cou,ntry, when he was recalled by a declaration of the 
Ro.thsc~ilds . t_hat, on the day war was declared between 

;- England and F,rance, the equivalent of- £350,,000,000 wot1ld 
be '\;\rithdrawn from France, · 

, Again the Rothschilds. " The masses. of the people hl;tve no 
quarrel. . . . But they haye nothing to do with it. While they 
a,r-e pro~essing mutual regard on the banks of. the North, Sea, their 
masters, the Lords of the. :Moneybags, .are b;i'ewing hate and strife 
on the shores of the Bosphorus or Gu.1£ of Persia.'' They are not 
talking of the rights 0£ small nations, they are scheming over the 

. road to Bagdad; they are not. prattling· nonsense 0£ the sacredness 
of treaties, they are 'exchanging other scraps 0£ paper in Switzer-­
land; they are not indulging in verbiage al;>out freedom, honour, 
etc.; they are pouring sugar in the North Sea and letting potatoes 
rot in order to the more effectively fatten· on the peoples. ''The 
dasses ·reap; the in.asses. bleed."· 

If -the Clarion ; responsible for 'having published this " Pass 
On Pamphlet '' in its youth, could be persuaded to ·reprint-­
but, then, here , comes D.O.R.A.. with· her newest -reg,ula-tion for 
all pamphlets and leaflets dealing with the war to . be submitted 
to ·the Press Bureau. And we doubt whether even Blatchford 
cp.uld. tame D.0.R.A. with his glittefing .f?ye: she would be tGo 
much am~sed by the spedacle of an Ancient Mariner turning 
m·ental somersaults. L.A.JVL 

:· · Qu~~ers _ "Yill _Defy . Censor. 

, The clumsy drafting of the new r.egulation . relating · to the 
censorship of ·leaflets has been rendered still mor.e clUmsy by an 
amendment which perhaps only adds to the drastic character of 
the original decree. Notwitf.Jf?tanding this fact, it is encouraging 
to learn that there is at least one section of the people-the 
executive body of the Society of Friends-that · intends to-defy 
the law. In a resolution. recently passed they state: 

- We realise the, rarity of. th~ · ocyasions on . which a body 
_of citizens find th~ir sense of duty to be in conflict-with the 
law, _and it i_s 'Y.ith a sense of 'the gravity of the decision that 
the Socif-'.·ty 0£ Friends . must, oµ · this occasion, act contrary 
to the regulation .and continue to if:?sue literature on war and 
peace without ·submitting it to the Censor. n· is 'copvinced­
~hat in th~ standing- fo~ spiritual liber~y it is acting in -the 
best interests ·of th~ 'nation. ' · · · 

We hope their courageous action will be copied ~y others. 

OUR APPEAL .. 

AC~_QW~J)GM~NTS -(not ot!°ieFwise: _;teknowledged), . 
(N"o:v:ft:rnQer· ~Decem~~r . 29, 1917). 

:B'&EEDOM .8-nbscriptions.-G. Senior, A. G. Barker H. T. Dix·on, W. Birkett, 
· A. McLoughlin, E. C. Ro-qp<l, A. Mattison:. 'M. Esteban, W. Lagsding, 
. . K lVIalate.sta, C., Pind~r, J. , :F,'. Gibson, C. Lewis, V. Garcia, .J. R. 

Armstr:ong, W. Ms, J. Webster. . · . . . . 
F~E~DOM Gum;antee F'und .. -;-A. C:allagh~n, 2s.; Few Gateshead Friends, 4s. ; 

E.M. "Army Dole," 28. 9d . .; H. W. Journet, 2s.; J. Sanders., is.; T. 
·w:alsh, 2s. ·; A. McLcmghlin, 2s.; R.: Peddie, 2s. 6d.; E: G. Round, 6d.; 
A. Campbell, 2s.; R. Hurn~, ls·.; ·J. Wood, 2s. ; J. Walsh, 3s. 6d; 
J. R. Armstrong, 2s; E. Humphreys, ls. -

. J;·he rec~ipt o~ a -free copy, of. tlJfs paper, is. an : invita.t~OIJ/ to 
subseribe--ls; 6d. per annum. 

_MODERN JUSTICE. 

For selling bread which had not beel'l baked for 'twelve hours. 
M. Bisher, of Mile End., was · recently: fined £40 or three months~ · 
imprisonment. For aiding and abetting H. B. Peck was fined £5'; 

-. John· rr .· Gard:tier, a butr her, in Smithfield, an-d the ptoprietoi 
of a number of famous city restaurants, was summoned at the 
Mansion· House recently for allowing more meat to be consumed 
at fiv:e of his re·staurants than was allowed by the .Food Controller: 
The counsel for the prosecution said the case was a very bad 
one,· as at one restaurant alone 4,213 lbs: of meat· had been ·con­
sumed ·in exces.s of th(i Order. The penalty .was £100 in each case. 
The alderman, however, inflicted nominal fines and costs amount­
ing t~ £~8 iri .an. Perhaps the alde:rman dines ~tone 0£ the plnces·. 

At Clerkenwell Police Court, on December 27, the editor of 
Satire was fined £20 and £5 5s. costs for running a· draw to provide 
flinds .for the paper. · On 'the .same day on the London Hoardings 
posters could be seen adv·ertising· a "Petticoat Lane Tombola, " 
tickets 5s. each, for which hundreds 0f prizes were offered. But 
" ·Justice " and Scotland Yard »turned a blind ·eye to this Society 
gamble. 

_ NOTICES9 

. · FREED.OM Offic~, 127, Ossulston Str~et, Somers Town, is open every S~tuu -
day fre;m 3 p:m . . tp 5 o'clock for sale of literature, . . . . 

. GLASG<j>W .ANAicmsT GROl!P.-Ro~ms, 10, Windsor Street (off New City . 
~.d) • . , · . . . . . 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 
. Send. postcard for l£st of b~oks a:nrl ,pamphlets. 

ANAJtCHIST' MOfi,AL"J_:TY._ By PE~ER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
ANARCHIST. OOMMUNISM. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
'!1:aE STA.T;E : .. 1.Ts E[IsToRrc R.PL~. '. By.:P-ETER KRoPoTK_IN. 2d. 
TALK BETWEEN. TWO WQRKERS . . By E. MALATESTA. Id. 
DIRECT ACTION v. :;LEGISLATION-: d3y J. BLAIR SMITH. ld ,· 
THE PYRAMID OF TYRANNY. By D. NrnuWENHUIS. ld. 
LAW' AND AUTHORITY: By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
'I;Hli°C_OMMUNE OF PARIS. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. With Portraits. ld. 
ANARCHlSM AND OUTRAGE~ . ~d. 
WAR. .. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ld. 
THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL: A MARXIAN lhLLAOY. 

By- W:.' 'rcHERKESOFF. ld. 
EVOL:UTION AND _REVOLUTION. By ELISEE RECLUS. ld. 
WO¥A.N'S ;FREEDOM. By LILY GAIR .WILKINSON. ld. 
DUTY OF CIVIL :QISOBEPIENCE. By H. THOREAU. 3d. 
ANARCHISM IN SOCIALISTIC EVOLUTION. . By P·. 

KROPOTKIN·. ld. 
:FOR LIBERTY. AN ANTHOLO'GY. 6d. 
THE ANARCHIST _REVOLUrrION . . By GEORGE BARRETT. ld ~ 

· Postage extra-id. for each two _Pamphlets. · 

MQDE:R,N StDIENCE AN:D ANARCHISM. By PETER KRO;J?OT-
KIN--. Paper QOvers, 6d.; postage, ld. . 

THE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By PET.ER KRoPo'rKIN. ls. 3d.­
net, postage 3d. 

FIELDS, FACTORIES, AND . WORKSHOPS . By· PET·ER 
KROPOTKrn. Gloth, ls. 3d. net, postage '3d. 

MUTUAL AID. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ls. 3d. net, postage 2d. 
PAGES , OF SOC_IALIST HISTORY. By w. TCHERK~SO,F. 

ls. net, ppstage 3d. 
NEWS FROM NOWHERE. By WILL~AM MORRIS. ls. 

po~~age, 2d;; eloth, 2s . . 6d . 
CIVILISATION: ITS CAUSE AND CURE. By Enw:AR:D 

CARPENTER·. ls.; postage-, 3d.; cloth, 2s. 6d. 
ENGLAND'S JI?EAL~ By EnwARD CARPENTER. ls.; postage, 

3d. ; cloth~ 2s. 6d. · 

Ord~rs, with. q~sh, to be ·sent to 
F-~~POM PRES:f:!, 127, OssuLSTON STREET., LoNPON, N. W.l. 
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