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NOTES. 
·The Allies and Russia. 

At last the Allied Governments have thrown aside all 
.hes.itation, and are now . definitely at war with the Bolshevik 
Government. For some time ,British troops have been going 
secretly to t·he Murman coast., but now it is publicly announced 
that Allied 'forces, naval and military, landed at Archangel on 
August ~. Thjs landing, combined with the occupation of 
Vladivostok by Japanese and other Allied forces, is the beginning 
of the attack on the Russian Revolutionary Government, for the 
purpose of "maklng Russia safe for plutocracy." ·When the 
peasants and workmen took over the land and fac.tories wit•hout 
compensation tu the proprietors, it· was only a matter of time as 
to w~en the capitalist Governments of the world would attack 
Russia to recover their. property and thereby prese~ve their power 
to exploit the workers of th~t country. There was only one thing 
that could prevent this attack on the Revolution, and that was 
a united protest ' by the workers· in other countries. But although 
the. .Russian· workers appealed to the workers of the world to 
support them by similar revolutionary movements, their appeal 
was on.ly met with paper resolutions of sympathy. Since that 
appeal was firs.t made, t'1e campaign of lies .in the Allied press 
has led people to look upon the Revolution as me:;ming murder 
and robbery. The articles published in FREEDOM and a few other 
papers· have shown the people of R\1.Ssia trying to build up a new · 
society 'on the ruins of Tsardom, and making many social 
experimen~s on Communist lines.; but if the Allied Governments 
have their way and put the Russian laridlords and capital'ists in 
power again, all t·hese efforts of the workers will be drowned in 
blood like the Paris Commune, and King Capital once again be 
enthroned. The strength of Capitalism in this case ·is du~ to the 
treachery and cowardice of International Socialists, who in many 
instances are working hand in hand with the oppressors and 
Bxploiters of the workers. T:he letter, " Save the Revolution," 
which appears in another co1umn, is late in the day, but even now 
the capitalist wolves could be .defeated if the workers understood 
what the Russian Revolution meant. to them. 

>('To Break Germany beyond Repair." 

We have frequently said that this is primarily a commercial 
war, and that t·he " destruction of German militarism " was 
merely a phrase used to hide the real character of the war . . At 
the half-yearly meeting of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce, 
a very important body in the world of capital, Mr! R. B. Stoker, 
M.P., the president, said: "We must insist upon suc!h terms 
bei~g. imposed .. up~n the enemy that they would not 'only be 
anmhilated m1htanly, but be absolutely crippled commercially 
beyond. the hope of resunection for the next fifty years.'' This 
refreshmgly frank remark was greeted with loud cheers. 1t 
agrees with Mr. Runciman's statement two years ago, t'hat 
Germany must be beaten commercially so that s'he can never 
Taise her head again~ an~ ,~lso with the d~ma~d made· .by Sir 
Edward Carson last year : W.e m.ust destroy m every country 
every German business, and get those businesses for. our$elves." 
"These gentlen:en ~ave no~ lear_nt t:b.e art of camouflage, or they 
would have said, like President Wilson, "We are not at war wit:h 
the German people; but simply wish to deliver them from the 
autocracy t1nder w~ich they suffer.'' It means the same thinP' 
bu~ is put-'in a nice wrapp:r. 

0 

'Shoot Them ! 

T'he ·recent strike of munition workers .when the 
·situation at the Front was so critical has led to a demand for severe 
·p~sh~~nt" · on~' leader-writer agreeing with Clemenceau that tihe 
· stnkers should be put in the trenc!Ji.es and their leaders shot. ·rn 
th~ Globe of July 3~, the Rev .. Prebendary Gough says: ·" If this 
.strike be settled without , pumshrnent, as · previous strikes have 
.b~en,. tr.eason will again h'ave vindicated its privileges. . . . 
.The act10n of those leaders is, deeply treasonable. Whetlher they 
Jove the enemy and are counselled ()}' 1)3.id bv him we need not at 

the mom; nt inquire. Their mental attitude towards 
their country is much the same as Germany's towards the non­
German world. Both are out for supremacy. Both 
are wit:hout scruple in their. selfishness. And, morally, the kultur 
of the enemy abroad is of the same brand as the class consciousness 
of this enemy at home .. · Both evils must be crushed if civilisation 
is to be safe ~nd the world made safe for anything but 
Anarchism." So this reverend gentleman says there must be no 
more attempts made to conciliate . the " essentially. Bols;hevik 
groups," who, he admits, have " grown in numbers, ;reputation, 
and aggressiveness ·•'; and '' rebellion musir .. be punished, arid 
Bolshevism put out of action.'' · This clergyman, like mos_t of his 
class, would probably like to· enforce discipline in munition ·works 
by the use of the scaffold, the ·torture chamber, or by burning at 
the stake.._t~he methods by which the Church tried to make people 
believe in a God of L~ve. He still lives in the Middle Ag~s, but 
his ideas. are .held by many o.f the ruling class. . 

Labour Getting Restive. 
Alt:hough we have never attached much importance to 

:;esolutioris passed at Labour Conference!), there are many signs 
that the workers are beginning to realise that if the Governments 
are ~eft . to themselves the war may last many years. , The 
pubhcat10n o.f the secret treaties of the Allies and the rejection of 
all peace overtures have shown t:hat there are plans of conquest 
on both sides of the H'hine, and that all those oratorical flourishes 
a-bout reinstati;ng " brave little Belgium " and "brave little 
Serbia" are simply the camouflage by which the politicians hide" 
~·peir .real motives. The French Trade Union Congress held last 
rp.onth passed a resolution in favour of a general strike to compel 
the issue of passports for an international Socialist Conference , 
when decided on; and ip. a resolution on terms of peace they 
opposed an economic war after the war, and also annexations on 
either side. As this was the first Congress the French had held 
during the war, t:his resolution is very significant. The recent 
strike ' in munition factories in this country also revealed a 
t 'endency in the direction of bringing the war to an end without 
waiting for the politicians. At Coventry, we are told by tbe 
Stancla1·d, the speech~s and the posters showed ,this growing spirit 
of the workE?rs.. " Strike to stop t:he war," " The more munitions 
you make t'he longer the war lasts," and "It is our duty to hold 
up munitions to bring Lloy;d George to his knees and compel' him 
to make a decent peace." l£ th~ French and English workers. had 
the courage to translate their words into deeds, the present war 
would soon come to an end, and ,t)hey· would then be free tQ fight 
the only war worth fighting against authority and exploitation. 

I 

Raising the School Age; 
When the new Education Bill was introduced in the Roust> 

pf Commons, the Bolton ~pinners, by a majority of 500 in a poll 
of 4,000, decided against the proposal for the abolition: of hal£­
time a.o.d raising t~he age for full-time employment to 14 years. tt is strange how bitte!lY freedom for children is opposed 'by some 
.!Paren.ts ~nd erp.B_loyers. They ·both thjnk them ·fit · subjects for 
.exploitat10n. In a book called " A Comer of the Cotswolds," the 
author st.ates that in 1832 the Child Labour Bill then before 
rP.arliament proposed t:hat no child should work in the woollen 

11and cotton trades until nine years of age, 'under . thirteen years 
1
hours were limited te nine a day, under eighteen years to twelve 

;thours, and night-work was prohibited. The Cotswold weavers 
opposed these provisions . I£ the hours of children's labour are to 
be curtailed, they say, "young people would be· on . the s.treets 
a prey to vice and id.leness ~ '' . '. ' Is t~he child,',. they ask, '' to be 

,,kept at school till nine years of age, and, if so, who is to pay for 
\it?" " Parents," they continue,· " have lately had their ciommon 
'fund reduced by the subtractiop of their children's labour, which 
Providence had before k_indly given them 'almost a.s fhe equivalent · 

.for ~he great car.e ·and ourden of a large family:" Probably that 
is tl:ie point of view of the Bolton spinners of t-0-day. Very few 

'people are in £a vour of allowing children free development; they 
/genera.Uy C\rgue in favour ·of making them efficient wage-slaves. 
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j 'who are afterwards to return to the~~ rdspecti~~ villagl:ls . wn;d. 
il'l:struct the popufat~on in the use ot-the machinery. · . _ / · 

. ·\. . . .' , _ ,> -·:-., , . . .. . . .; "'i ·· . · · .-, On June«.4f a De~ree was i~~tie,~Ji1' ~ation1~lising foi:~igri ~ tfade .. 
It is'·e·stim:aMd '&};irci:t ~aboui:i 1$'~:-:i-:per cent; ,0£ t:B. Russian p~pp~e ·· Export~·F~nd i~p,orts arl€ ,organised 1~,y a Q0Dci~6il ,for · :E~:&eig~ Tr,a.de, 

are eng~g.ed fil , worlE: o~ thenand, eitherXagri@\lltural or · Mrest 1, oom.p_os~a. of d'elegaii~$ from 'Pf'ade (Vniob.' . organ1satio{hs, 
working-Ctrad'es; S0 that:tiliie lanllt .. _guestion ~s sthe Oll~ that is o£:0verl''j co-ope;ra>Mve1" µnions, c'€!ft-ra';I\.,f:loviet i ·O~ganfifatrpni;, the'i Su_pre}iie 
whe'l;min~imp0~fa,nce· tll~re. We ha~e~s~~n in tli~-seeN616'tts the~ -'\ Etron1)i-r)fo _ Oouf1~q/,. ari·d fror:i~ · , v~i.i_Bus cent~al~- _c?.~~c~ls _.~;~nd 
.courageous way·~ 'in wliii?h this qu·e-Btidfifl" is being s'e'£t~tl.~by the 1 ~epai't_fuents deal1ni:-g':'. with e~?nbrr11c · . and. admm1stra.trve ~affairs,. 
people thems~lves. There are also near Pe~rograd, Moscow~ ~~nd I mc~udmg the arn: , navy, fore1g:i affairs!. #?ance, transporu, fo~d, 
in other· chsttict-s sbrrfe quite--- up---to . ..:d-ate- and · w-elh~quippecl -·--a:grrculture; ·textrl-es,- etc. -- · Th1s~- ·commTttee -.purcha~es: su'.f>·phes: ~ 
factories; and ·l;>ig . rrreta1 . ..::work•ing establishments, where b.U:riian I~ ·abrna~, ,.e.ither directly or through Co7operat1ve S.ome~rns· , e~c;, . 
lal;>our - was e_xpioited _on the . most a:pproved . _capitalist methods .. · p.4q) n . t4e- same 'Yay arranges f.o:· the export .of Russian goods, . 
This ·side of ~he social que~tion is also -being dealt with in the amd settles the pri.ces of all goo~s l~P~Tt~d ~r exported. For. the-
sam'e •satisfae-'ti01\y ;manner; ... 1 --·" r ,, 1 supply of _some thmgs co:op~ratiy~'. ?'rg~~-IS.at10ns ~ave been given_ 

Immediately, raift~r,r, t:h~;, JYfarch (19i'Z) ~evo.lµjiion - th~ workrnen ·t the sole ri?ht _of P.urchasmg !l·~1;:9_ad _:v~~t is reqmred. At home,_ 
in in.dµst:pal est .aib lis.hJin~m;~s. ~elected varioµs co:rµmittees. In ~Q$t not only Siberian butter, but pracfac~lly the w_hole of the flax a:nd 
cases there we~e four :i a wo:rks .CP:t;rJ.·1'.flittee,, ,a sh<jJp1 comrnitty~,, a i timber ~:rades are now -Oop.ceptr~te~ m ,the ~·anas of-Co-o'peratrve·-

- wages committee', ,. ·and ~ . an ~ arbitra·ti~i't 1 ccimrnitt.ee.' These S0e1et.ie.s' ~ ·' . · · . . . r j - • · · J 

corn:in1tMkk"were" elgct~d- 3 by the '" wlic>ht1 o'f tlfe · workers . at t11e 1 ·On: April 11 a1 De·cree ·was is~n:rea :on> Oonsurrrers' Co-operative~ 
estab1.ish:m.-ent; no( d'i..s·tir1ctfonr· being ' ma.de for age, ) sex, posit:ron, Societies. · This -had ·previously-been .unanimously 'agreed: to -at a 

:i- or •length• of -time they had worked ~ threte. The\ v.brks' 9ommittee ~ Conference 'between ' the deleg-aites , of .various ·cerii:\raI · c·o-operati~e ,. 
undertciiO:k , t.ke ·gemleraJr contr01 1 of• th@; esta©lishrrienn; often: ' eil.ected · organisations - and· representatives - of , the Supre~e E'cc:mom1c--- , 

--~hei d~ectors.1 'I~sri men:?_ers - .w~re fre_q1:1;ently · ?,Ceu·p/e~" th~'. ':..ho1~ , Co~nc~il. '- . It ~provides ~o~ , t'.h,~ c~1~~l~te ~?~~int(toget~~r o,f Soviets , 
day . (&' hoµts) , w1tfi1.' thirenn varrnus dnties. Tlie sllop · committee and d1stnbhtive ·co--opei:ative societies ·rn ·' the ·purchase; supply, · 
replacedr r_fohemen anti ov'8rseei!s f except ir!li1technical>rmatter's:' 'I'he ,, and _ rrfanufactuTe-·of 'commodities." It is a compromise between . 
wages committee dealt w:itfrthe1different ·ciasSBS

1 
'Of s~lari~s;. The j the- t"'.0 sets of idea~, ' and, seems desigm,d to I bring about the' 

arbitmtfom·r committee~!. CO'llHpDse·d:- enti11ely '' 'of! wor'km1ell',. decid·ed eventb.al 1union 'of> Sovie.t ana co-operative undertakings.. In the 
a.lh disp:utesj i:Jllcha:dinfflthosfe. between owners ai~d: W'@rklers:'.. meantirne it secures the right of ·every person to join Oo:-· op'erative ~ 

The first"R'ev0lu<ilioh• ov'erth!f,ew' · alb-co,ercive:f authority; . po•l1irce•,r, Sodeti'es on the pa.yrrient ·of a floniina.l enurance fee1, not to exceedn_ · 
law;yers :'1 ~ndr_;J1l!I<ifges •> ,vaE.iiskied ' f tlre soldie.r.srrwer'@' on ' the · sidEt · of.i' 50' kopec-ks ' ~ls !), all futther ;share cm:i.tributi'ons to be deducted , 
the workmen; there -was no;lreal ' p:it>wer moral i,0r .'pbysi-cal outsider from·• their·· dividends, which appeair ' to be· limited to .5 'per cent. 
their Soviets. They were a.Psolgte ma$.ters of the situation, and - csm tlieir -purehases : Special fa.ciliti'es"are giveu to societies· which · 
f.:i;emain so. But at first the economic po~ition was n?t , clearly. succeed ·: in enrolling. as · members the ' enti're ,p·opulation of their · 
understood by . them, and -they confined themselves tG- dist;ricts ! Ea:ch district is served by one Co-ope:bative · Society 
comp-arl:ltive1y srnaIT tefb'rms.;· T4ey ' i:µcre'ased · wa-ges. about arr<i its,r branches. O_verla.pping is not. permitted. When societies 
three-fohl, -in sonie " case~; as • in I that i df theJ metal • worked;· at ' obtain ad1equate supplies of all kinds they must 1p'ay '<the wages 
Petrograd, ·about 'four i.!fdld; ·:reduced ·houfs . of' work,· generally to of ·the wor·king classes by means of certi:t).cates entitling them to . 
8 hours; arrd' Teplaeed the bullying a:p.cl- slave-tlriving common to receive definite commodities from the Society' s stores.'·' These 
cap:italis-w, by ~ an · intelligent and friendly organisation of. work: Soc"ieties .are prohibited , from . h'aving private traders on their -
In·"ma:tryr cases 'they succeMed · by·1these nfeans in considerably management cornmit·tees. Represenfratives ' of Co-operative 
inereasing1 the total · output. ' , Societies are · includetl' 1 on the Soviet food committees, '' which · 

. · But'-) in ·revoititiona~y · times ideas always' sprea'd widely a:nd control privaite trading concerns, and a:re empowered to take them 
develop with extreme .rnpidity. By' N-o¥·eml:>er, when 1the over on behalf of the Soviets." Co-operative Societies are ~u~jed · 
C~·alition bourgeois and · Socialist political Governrr:ent of to all regulations made _ by th·e Soviets for the -distribution of go'ods, 
Kerensky was-bloodlessly overthrown by the Bolsheviks, the ti'me especially food. 
had a.Pri:vecl. · for replacing ·the demoerati~ State; which lawyer In view of the decreased ·value of money some co-operative · 
polit~ciami · -ad~ire ·so mu.eh! by a ~edera~ c:rg'~riis'.1'tio1?- o.f 

1 
work- org~ni~ations, , like ~h.e . union o~ West Sibe~ian Uo-opera.tiv_e 

men s council~, - the '· Sovrnts1, . . to _ admm1ste1'." maust~i~.t anc~ S0creties, are orgamsmg· the dehvery to the Stores by · thmr · 
communal affairs. ';[1hese Sovrnts at once · passed a' Decree ' members, of various raw \materials, and · their exchange for 1 their 
placing i1JJ. in~U.strial esta'bl~sbri1ent1s ' 'tha.t effi:ploy~'d · lq.bour:· ·· own manufactures, , or various other go·ods they can supply.,- The • 
whether ~apitahst :or :co - o~erat1v?, _un~er ~ tI:.e co~ple~e, c1ontro~ of union ~las a soap -fac~ory~ bo0t works, .engine~ring.',shop for repairs 
wGr.km~n s , comrmtte~s1, m co:nJunction wrth: the local Sovl8ts to agricultural machme:ty, retc., and is startmg leather wor}Qs. 
arr~ a Oe_n ·ral E·con~mic ·Counic~l{ :for~ed by. · deleg~t~s: .fr_om Tra.~~ By a Decree on Inherit·a·nc.e-; all- property passes at death t.0 
Umons , ir;i .. p:ropo:ti?n _·t9 thmr-' membership; . from " Workmen o 

1 
·the Soviets, subject to payments. to dependents who require it. 

C0-op~ratrv~. S'0cne~11~~.' . aB·~,· Jr~m,' ~e~~ant SJ01;n?1ls'. . , ·Th~~e , This_ i~ to continue_ u:r;i-t~l the Law of Soci~l Secui;it:y, .th~.t . will . 
comm:~tee~ corttFol ah t?.e ~usme~s _of an e~t·a~hshm~n-t; melud1.ng _ provide., for every mdividual the necessal.'IeS of hfe, is m full 
:fi~anc:al m:atters, the.fixrng o·£ m1mmum1 _-~age~,· .a~Cl o~ :t~e· price w.orking order. 
'.1t_ wl11~1h the' goods'. shall _ br~f ~0~~ ~ '. T~ts ~D.~e~ee: a~_Ph.es ~o _ al~·~ 1:he·_exte:ht to ·. which Bolshevik ideas .of · ~.ocial and .- politi~AP 
mdu~~rial, commer:c1~l, and .a@r~~lilt~ral- unae,rtak;·~gs, rqclud:ng orgamsafaon are .i bemg 1 suppmted by the Russian people may be' 
bankmg,. t~amsportr' ~_etc .. A~ m · tMe : ease t~f~l?e: l atn~, the ca;rrymg · judged 'from: the :results of receht -1Soviet·electiohs in' 'Pe~rograd and _ 
out off1tEteseTegulat10ns,_1s "le!ft t_d ·foca1 1.bodies', ' !-1he· result s~e:ns Mosco"w . . fy.Ioscow-Bolsh ~vik and :'alliea parti'es, -395 seats; non­
to ~e that . a g:eat vanety._ of ~nt~r_e?ti~.g expemnents are bemg Bolshevik Socia.list, pa.rties, 82 seats. · Petrograd-Bolsheviks apd 
car,ne~ out m different parts of_ the cou.ntry. , . _ . . , _ _ allied,1 par-ties·, 252 seats; non-B-olshevik Socialists, 6 · seats: Ali 

. ,. 1~_e. o~topu~ . of I :r;-t ernat10n_al. Frnan.c: ;~as s~ran~led by anti:JBo1shevik resolutiqn' on the · war and foreign intervention,· 
nat10nahs~t10n of the ~mnk.s .and i ~he, rep11diati~~ · of fore.1g?- ' ar_id passed by a section compos.ed of varfous 4'el~gates to the , p.rojected ~ 
othe~ ~tate :loa~~, a :.-pohc! which m?s!{} o.£.theHussianrevolut10n~ry - G@s·tituent A:sse'mbly·that fortunately never rri-et, was co:qsid~red . 

I partrn~ h~d an~ounced: yea:rs. ag? ,t~?-t-, ·~hey ~°'1;1]d' · ad~:pt:. ' T~e~ · by a combined m~eting -of tlie Petrograd ' Soviet, Petrograd Shop ' 
made rt clerur at that time ' tliat' 11f.fe.fe1gn financ~ers ' andmvestors St~wards' Committee -'. Central ' Courlcil of Trade Unions and all · 
were ~x~?lis · t~ _supp~~ ,~~ardo~ ·"'.it~ ~~ney;_.t? ~na~;e· · it1 t~- hold ,- t~e deleg~tes , ot ~ the' Red ' Army,. · More Mrnn1 one" tHousand. · 
on ~ . ht~l~· longe_r, :an~ to:- c~.~sh ~n.t ·aJl .r~v~I_ut~o;i~ry mov~n:ents· delegates were pres~iit',-: and they c'onderiined, this res-dlutibJ?. 
agm'n~t .1t; tlre · ~1c~n®.s of tln~ •po,hcy ha!d .·no 1. mtent10n qf w1ll~ng1y , (which was t.rotted ·out 'by'' Keren.sky . at Paris) by' all votes ex~ept 
sub~rt~mg ~o be ro~?~'~ ~~/~?art,tl;e:ri. '' 

1 1 
, • • , .'., thfoy-four·. _ · . · ' 

At ' the present1 time m R;tISSrn the supply oj. agricultural An th' . ' . ) fr f 1 . . th' h' d ,, s t r 
machinery" is _, a ·L mattel'.1 o£ r, great', uigency a:hd~ importanoo-. . . ',. i~ irr:me?s~ vyor o lrepCj ac·~~g ._e C1 eou sys elmh ? 
S l t . ,J , .flt -' · · rtl · 'h 'b . I' .. • '"' "'d 1b . , 1, • • caip1tahs~ expl01tat10n by a rea o-operative ommonwea t is p.ecu a Ion a.nu p:rou eerrng m 11s' . as eerr prevenue y maitmg · t · · 1 t 11 d' t . ·· t b t 1 · • f th' ' 
·t ~ r. s \ ' ' t · ,: '' 1 \1 • ,J. ' tk · t II -~ ·- t' ,. ;gomg on no m a 'smg e own, or sma is nc , u m one o e 
1 s Bupp1y a ,- ' OiVle ll'rlonop©l y, Ja:lla" He f ce:rt ·ra; . execu ive are 1 'lj,, t . . th Id- d· f 11 . h ' t I 

t . "-h .l....~ ' 1 - t ' . . r .i:1 ' · t , 1· . iJ! tK! d"ff t ,,1 argeslJ coun nes m e wor , won er u y nc .in na ura _ e:x-er rag '"' ernse ves o secure an aei.equa e stilp'p y 101 u·e' i ere:tl ' · · " J 

k . •,J . , · d ' j] , ··S . '. 1 , , • r 1 .. " . "' · : • , ,. • . ",, , . -. , resources, where is to be found a remarkable vanety of- races amu , 
mus nee eu., ome perusa'.11l.lt co-operative socrntrns a.re ee;tabhsh- 'C . T t' d h" h · th" t· • · t f B ii d W - t 

ing :huge' works ·for) its _rmanuM~t'.ure '. At ·J·atbs}avJl for1 in:stanC.e; a I l'~l lZal ]Ons, _ an t~ ~e. t;s d -~ _ r;ie~ ~ng po~n ''f' a~ ' ..a'n d . ~\; _' 
combination ··of •1 Oo-operattv~, Unioi1's<'ftbm r• se<veral lsurlJou:baing ,J ~ peo~. e :F~~ren J '. e\~~~ · m ;uyi .ca~e t~ Pr ay _ ~ r.em:~ 0,u~ Y, 
province&.,, is .. ere®·ting~a· ~[a!ct·oryl fO.r. makirig":agticulturaFmffichinery ' impor an .dro e amo~gs _ ·f'_ 11e n~ · 1l?~s °' -e.:wo~dl' iln ' .e. ~e~d-rr 
th · t · ·n b thel 1 ' ... it f'" R ,,., ·1 It . · 1 1 - •. •11 r . . bl ~ 1 rfuture, ·an as ~ success u · Soma rnt comrnumty i ea ly• situate . 
" a ~1 - e · ' arg·~s ir:i .ussi'.a . 1 s cosus .sevep' m1 10nrou,. es, fo~ · spreading . " ' ... ' ' ' '' 
is_' bemg-~ r;r:tet ·, by, ·t~e -. s0.rc1 :7t.iei:Hc:on~erne'd, 1 al~d,·lfy. ·' a 1e1 y' o!f tlire'e ' , · · " ._ .· .. . ; · .\ _ : . ~,. ,, ~ . . .: " . :·· ,,, ,, -
ro.ubles p~rrlhead dn 1,a% thmr•\memBers: i·, The .1laibour'f'requ:f ed~iss t'o '' 1 . Freedcrn and ~omrade~sn1~p fro~ Ea:st' to.AW-est, · . 
be~ suppJied fro.m· the ~em1hers'.hip::i · 1~·f .~the f C,ocoto:=:tatfv~ Sb"cret1i's, :; : and estah}jshfog:, b1y' pb:e fot cE? _o!'e~arnpl~ /~he.: n4~:tY,pe - of social;,· 

\ ' 
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organisation amongst, the two great sections of the human · ra;ce, 
the European and .Asiatic. . 

Enemies of the Social Revolution, although very keen and 
unscrupulpus, in Rus.sia itself are evi~ently few i:J?- number and 
weak in in!luence; but foreign enemies are numerous and strong, 
aI,ld equally unsc:rupulous, , stopping i:it ·no lies ?r ~nde~hand means 
to defeat it, the ·more so as they begm to fear it is gomg to spread 
around the world, and~' make ~n end in our time, and soon, of 
perhaps '·the vilest an,d most hypocritical ,system of economic 
exploitation tha.t has cursed human society. · 

It would' be an. abominable crime to allow the least hindran0e 
to be put in the way of our Russian comrades who a.re working 
put their grea.t destiny. Of course, every sincere Revolutionary 
·socialist wants to help in every possible way, and t0 see ~hat 
his native land shaill be the next place on the list, that will soon 
grow , a · long o~e, where Social Revolutic;m shall be equally 
triumphant. F.C.C. 

IRELAND ·AND LABOUR. 

(Conclusion.) 
Since the 1916 rebellion Ireland has . been governed by a type 

of martial law. I say '' a type, '' for the conditions "in various 
counties differ, being stringent in some and almost forgotten in 
others . T'he chief reminders that it still prevails are the periodical 
pamding of the streets by small pickets of fully-armed soldiers 
(this in itself is intimidating), and the constant arrests of Sinn 
Feiners a.11 over the country .for , illegal drilling, as well as the 
proclaiming of one county after another as military areas, and 
enforcing the passport system for intercommunica.tions. 

There is sorpething ad~irable about. tl}e calm way the people 
endure interferences., and in the enthusiastic Re.publicans con­
tinuing unperturbed the v·ery activities the authorities endeavour 
to crush. ' It is generally believed that ·the recent dramatic ar ests 
.of prominent Sinn F'ein leaders were engineered by the 
Government to precipita.t e matters, ana give them a pretext for 
the imposition of great.er tyrannies upon Ireland's rebellious 
youth, and that the farcical "plot " was but a blind to cover 
their ridiculous action. Governments act thus; their own 
~tandard is conspiratory; the essence of their methods to enforce 
allegia;:nce is coercion; so they are unconscious or the fact that 
such methods encourage the growth of the very elements they 
would crush. Intrigues· are faked to throw dust into the eyes of 
sentimental supporters of the State. Governments plot and 
fight to protect ve$ted interests and privileges. 

It is but in harmony with the complexity of Irish conditions 
that a well orga.nised espionage system should. flourish there. 
Spies, those degraded', despicable, parasite-hirelings of the Servile 
State, are numerous in Erin. Apart frorp the ordinary city 
police force, supplemented in country districts by those brutal, 
mentally deficient gendarmerie, the Royal Irish Constabulary, 
and apart from the .01;:dinary detectives, there a.re what are known 
as '' G '' or: Government men,-tall, overfed, im'ported English 
SP.ies; 'there are also women pol~ce a.ttached to the o,rdinary ,city 
prqt~qtors of priva.te property, as well as to the military, with 
th.eir adventitious corps 0£ " red , caps," etc. This is saying 
nothing of the indi;viduals, who, despite strong preventative· 

·, measures adopted by th~ republican organisations, gain admit-
tance to such to carry out their, duty. · . . 

. Thus is ~a;-v ang Or~er . effectively ma~nta.ined ! And yet, in 
spite of all, the P6t ,of Discontent. bubbles peacefully· and surely. 
One only laments that what ·fin e spirit we do find a.ctive should 
be (fro0 the 'workers' standp'oint) .wasted on so puerile a 
movement as' Nationa1ism, so servile a cause as Religion. One 
hopes that the growth of Capitalism in Ireland wi11 see the wane 
of Catholic influence 'over the people's minds, and of Religi JJ,'s 

' power over the pe9ple's lives., and -,enfor.ce gr'eater attenticm 
toward the vit51J problems, of earthly existence. . Nationalism will 
die, . maybe, when the influence of a purely Irish Government has 
been felt, and . the. workers gain consciousness of the abuses 
common to all Governments. 

Recently ·the He~'dld' published an article by H. Nevinson, 
on "Dublin." Readers of that journal who have not actually 
lived and worked' 'in the city ' might have gained an erroneous 
impression of Dvblin's condition. , Nevinson idealises the 
beautie~ h•e· saw· ther'e ·(on a flying visit, one might hdzaid), and 
on the ·mtell"ectual atm6~pher:e of the place; but littl~ . he ~entions 
r:especting its vile industri:~d co:qditions, which repel so much as 
,to a1most '' blirid one to' t'he fact that, amidst the terrible squalor 
and ugliness, a few beautiful buildings are to be seen in' striking 
contrast, and one almost forgets that Dublin's environs are also. 
in the mafo, pleasant and at.tractive. • ~ L was· bo1'n in a slu~ 
district of Manchester, I have visited suc'h hells ·of< miserable 

poverty in various cities, but never so bad have they been as in 
poor degraded Dublin. There are thousands there who are con­
tinually unemployed ,-thousands on the verge of starvation, who 
are only kept alive by the doles of the numerous charitable 
organisations, and the conditions in the Bumerous tene_rf!-ent 
hou~es are ,too awful to be properly described. The nigh.Uy 
return of wome~ and children of good character' seeking aid at 
but one: •Night Refuge (Brickfield Lane, Dublin), averages from 
490 to 500. This is saying nothing 0£ t_he} pitiable plight of those 
whom Authority rejects on account of their p0ssessing no " good 
character," nor of the numerous male outcasts who tramp t.lw 
streets at night, and congregate in idle groups at street corners 
during day time. · 

In the coui1try places it is notable that the status of the 
peasantry is, generally considered, lower than that of the English 
peasantry' and conditions in the .towns are comparable in the 
same degree. The cause is, of course, sociological, and needs a 
revolutionary change of economic conditions, as well as a more 
libertarian outlook among the people, to alter matters. It is 
worth mentioning tha.t more than twice as much is expended on 
law court·s, police, and gaols in Ireland as on education; and here 
that country is on a paraUel with one other nationality oppressed 
by English tyranny : India. 

I would give a brief criticism, before concluding, of the parties 
in fr.eland with pret.entions to a Socialistic outlook upon Society. 
In Belfast there exists what is known as the Catholic Socialict 
Society, a religious reform body-akin to the Church Socialist 
League in England. The members are uneasy over present. day 
material' conditions , and at the same time are fea.rful of interfering 
with the arrangements of God in any drastic m·anner ; so they 
believe they can conciliate with a potently 'progressive ideal such 
as that of Socialism, which has a definitely materialistic basis, by 
affecting a compromise between that and their ordinary religiou3 
beliefs. . -

In Belfast, too, there exists a branch of the Independent 
Labour Party. In Ireland this body has v.ery little influence, 
possibly because the Irish consider it a.n English incursion, and 
therefore taboo l As a. purely pacifist organisation, urging 
ameliorations by constitutional means, it is natural that it should 
not a.ppeal to the average Irishman, to whose ter.pp_erament 
pacifism seems foreign. The Irish are hero-worshippers, and do not 
remember th@ Jim Connollys as worthy comrades fighting to free 
the world 's e,xploited class, but as martyrs and saints, whose 
memory is worshipful and reverential. Long ages 0£ persecution 
have made Irishmen rebels , but Religion has kept them servile 
and weakly emotional, and they are easily swayed. 

The only party which boasts of 1ts being the Socialist party 
--following the arrogance 0£ its English cousins, the S.P.G.B. 
and the S.L.P:-spoils itself by the methods. of · its propagandist 
diplomatists. I refer to the Socialist Party of Ireland, chiefly 
known in and around Dublin. \iVlien questioned . as/ to the 
relationship of Socialism with Sinn Fe]n and Roman Catholicism . 
for instance, querists are informed that Socialism has nothing 
:whatever to do with our religious opinions., , which are a personally 
private matter, and also that it is not ·antagonistic to Sinn Fein, 
for many Socia.lists are Sinn Feiners tool And such is the 
camouflage doled out t<), dope the gullible , to allay their fears that 
the Red Star will not by any chance singe the hem of Religion's 
cloak, or interfere with a sel:fishly narrow N a.tionalism ; and the 

' S.P.I. · contend, wh~en tackled, th_at they are enthusiastically 
" making Socialists "l And what a type too.! The average Irjsh 
Socialist I have questioned on the matter admits he is nn 
Irishman :first and· a· Socia.list a.fter---:-(just like our friends of the 
English National Socialist Party, now masquerading under toe 
cognomen of rrhe ' Br~tish ·workers ' League, forsooth !)-but only 
while ~r~land.;remains a subject nation, some hasten to add. . 

The question of Labour's progress in Ireland is very complex, 
and corrditio!fs .are such as t o daunt the spirit of all but the truly 
'epthusiastic. Nationalism will triumph, no doubt, and the 
workers there will see at last that the idol was not as they had 
ideali,sed, a.nd is unw·orthy of their furth er allegiance. ·In the 
m~an'while, the revolutionary propagandist, rather than allow the 
spread of the Nationalist idea to grow uncriticised, must bring the 
w,hole force of h~s intellectua.l armoury to bear upon it, and upon 
religion. We must fight straight, preaching our. philosophy 
simply, .forcefully, attacking each stronghold of priestly privilega 
and . landlord tyra.nny, carefully undermining , superstition, 
ignoranc,e, and apathy. The workers of Ireland must learn to 
Dealise . that the e~sence of. 'Liberty is in Equality, and that they 
can only gain either by identifying themselves with all workers 
the world over..i · as workers a.nd not .as Nationalists. · Given 
economic. class-consciousness, given a clear vision of the materially 

, possible, in place of a servile emotionalism dominated. by fear of 
the s.upe!naitural, Ireland shall yet ,find unity with the world's 
working class. C. B. WARWICK, 
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···" Now: that · v/e ·have 'eritered' upon~ the most· critical phase of 

. 1·th'e -\vat ifi•e~n a.' 'r~v'6-Iti.tio'nary, sta~dpqint, :we· would lJlrn to make 
:_~(1;; .~:i;ip~a~ to th~ ?,_g~Ei~ t .. bo,dy ,1of_, $._odalists and the mere handful 
.<?.·~· 4\1Jtp::ch~"~~ V\{ho.: h\Otye,rbE;mn supp011tingi the war. TQ, begin with, 
·f9r .. t i1e-- sq,;k,e. qf . ai1gumen·t -.we1 -will :m.dmit ·that, though some of 
,t'nein·:.foai.y-J h ave been i:hfluenced:< by: financial considerations, the 
'<btifa~ rof ·:them· fu'.one.si?ly ! beheyed tha.t 1f, was a necessary evil forced 
· dh ·tJ:lein by' ·cirb~rrist-ance~·. r. O(cou~s~: ·our · rem~rks will apply to 
• 1 . t ; f ~ ' 1 • ~ • 1 r f . ,., \ • , 1 1 1 i ,. 

r,~~\ .~~~ffllit~<_>n}~~~" _p.O.yh _: i~ A1F,ed a11d, in '' enemy '~ countries, but 
\~t pr~1sei1~ Yf~ .- ,will ]de.al ·.maiI\ly vV;ith ·those in the ranks of the 
._A.lli_~~ . - . \' 'J : ; ; 11 ' ~ .. ! '' '. . i , ·'I' 

When the war broke out and you took sides with the Russian, 
'Rrea:rc'h,,1 aficl ~~i!itis1h IGovernmerrfa', many o·f your old comrades 
_werr i:r s~rpris~41 

a:hi:l 'd,i~gb.sted " ~v.i-~f1' your c~nduct; so you thought 
f · • r 1 • ·: • ~ I ~ , • l ~ 1 ·: I ' J i \ l .~ i , . 1 

t ( 

_rt .~eqess~rt~~ f?~.'.7-~~- reasp-r.s! fp·r yqu .. ~ ac~io?. To summaris: t~em 
1q~~~~:y, , t~e:y, ~~re, :as Ioflovy[L .. ~s ; ,Socialists .and Revolut10msts, 
;Y,O_L\ ~a~ .~~ tehe4. ,e;v,!;)n ts1 iri . ~J~rm.t!ifl(Y , a_nd had found that the great 
. s~y~~?.~~iq~-blo?~ (~o a _,vp.$t _rg ;v,olµ~i~na.ry change was the ' highly 
o~·z.ar:rn~d : ~erman .1 (J;oyerm;ne:µt·, . which . was backed . by t~e 
povy_e!fu1. q~~~n. A'.~m;y, .' ~o"f:~ver many votes ~erman Social 
De,mocr:~t.~ cou_ld co,m~nand, ~ tb;ey . w~re power~ess m the. face of 
~ha~ . ~r;n;y; · .. ' ~'l?-~· ~ussi~1:1 ~l1~ocr'.l;~·y w.as equally reactionary, but 
it _ w~s be·g irn:~i?g 1 ~0- crurr.i-b,le, .. ftpd ,\f,ould .soon be destroyed from 
w1th111 vye~e it no~ for the ~ su,pport it received . from the German 
<J:'over~iheht . " There£o'.i'~ , ·jf the· 'Q'~rman autocr:acy was defeated 
the' :Russ!i.ar:i.1 i:tutqcraqy wouid' Mscda11. . The F~ench 'Government 
might · 1be ·" r1!3aiQtio~.a'ry, ·' but' .france , 'was the land of the Great 
·R :vol1~tfon; and ';inu£t ·be prbt~ctea i~ a Social Revolution was to 
b __ e: ~~cc.e~ff~l~: 1 • ·~rr~ai~n ·~r~o ·ha~ 

1 
~~-el~~~ a:µd_ India to her discredit, 

b1:1t a-fter all, h~r ·rule m those tw.o countries was not so bad as 
~~e·. t~~~ ." ~·f t~_e A~strcJi-l,l\;1~~-~at~aJ;i · E.mp~r~ ~·ith its many subject 

,n~tJonal-~tres. I rherefore; 'wliile admjttjng these evils in tihe .Allied 
·eountries; you 's,il;w 'wors.e'iri' 'the' enemy coµntries, ~nd of two evils 
jro_u ?~~~~e ·~ ~he ; 1~.~s~~ -

1 
~-~~1. f?·r .: a~ppti~g ·a rev~l~tionary attitude 

~nd decJarmg ,a . general s.'trrke ~g~~nst the war, it would only play 
mp6'~lie · hai1q~ · or ~he . etr~~Y· . Iri ' a;ny case, -you were safeguardi;ng 
t~1ti _ _h~eftie'~ and f~~~ jd~tifo~~?fs' '9.f. y_o\lr own countrJ.es, and your 
~~ye~_17mei:i~s .. ~~d is~u~d- ~ta.t~1:1 ~J?-t;s ,_tp~t th~~ were fighting only 
to safeguard the ng~ ts of : small na t10nah ties and to enforce 
rr ,s~ect __ fo~·

1 

~r·l3·aties· ~ \ , Y~;u. wer~ -.' ass,l.n~ed it was not a capitalists' 
war or;. a ·war or conquest\. . . . . 

.,., · ·:~'?,1v . ~~'a,~ · ~o~~ ~e~rs, /~:~ve_:p~~~:ea" and _you have had time to 
·s~m , 'lf~ t~'e ::-~~-:i;lt,s ?f ,,~he 'Yff.- ~0 1 ~ate, are you so sure that your 
~I ?,~ th_oug;h~s :;~~y1 _ po-rre8t? A~e. y9u so certain that it is. not a 
~a~~ta~i~ts. d. 'r~r':, .qr ~~~t . :yoR-F <;3-overnments are 'any more 
sfr~1p~lo'.u~,, ,ii; · ;their de,~f~ngs,. w~~~ . smqll nationalities (or weak 

,'n'a,tr6h_:;i+it1es). ~~ar:i are , .the., eµ.e:my ,Governments? When the 
.',~r:11~n ?-h~~~~l~pr }~~~4 ,' tha·n,:iniV'tary nec~ss.ity was their excuse 

, /?! &~f~~ . ~-~~?ugliJ~elgrnm,, . l9(;1-,·N1ough~ 1t was the remark of a 
, b,\1-11~ - " J~s , 1:t , yn~.C?:1!r~t~dly :_w~~)~ .__, · .~µt when the Japanese seized 
, ~h:· ~~~nt\\~9 ,~~pifs~la, (C,4~~(:-Sie : ~errit,o-ry) to .attack the Germans 
),n :~7~~·-p~o'Y { ;5701_1 . ignore~, _the, :r:r9ti::_sts o.f th_e· Chinese ag~~nsUhis 

.. 1~Y~-~:18n. ;: )\Y4,:;~ .~li~ , ~US[3;~0p,s i~v,a,ded, Persia to attack the . Turks, 
~0~ ; ~S~~~ 1 n? 12-9!~W/1; ,o;( \y;., "W pen, ·it'.~~ Allies seized the Greek fleet, 

, ~top.peµ 1Gr,~?k1 {?:??:~hl.ps,:,·•q~s~ol,veq_ -the ''_Greek Parliament, and 
·;:de~:lir~,R~d .We . ~i;~g ?:~.' Cj-r:e~~e.'. ; ·Y.PU. _f1ccepted all .the glib excuses 
-:·~~0- h~s ~;ro~ :·"J:P~ · }pf;t1:q 1~U§-~ifiept1~wn : , ·And .finally, when the 
·~~~lre1s sern:~~- ~~f.Y\'.'4?1en9H~e rp1e'r,cantil'il _R,eet of Holland, iN spite 
.r?~ . -~,e .Y'r'~~1?r1:1Y r.P;i;p~e.~t~-1 9tt,µ1yr;>utcl,i - Q-overnment and people, 

1 ;Y?;l~r .Jfr~~1\S~ r ~~·13?~i~n~~)~l~ -·qu~~~ge . , .B:ut what of the rights of 
: .. s~~~~ .. n~~W~~~~tl~s ?i. J1J~1 iwh1:1re_iµ: , ~-o: ~h~se _ acts differ from those 

o.f ,the. /}~~:P~I\s _rn; Belgmm? Simply m the fact tbat the nations 

affected-Chinese, Persi~n, Greek, ana :b~tch-seeing'' ~h~t had 
happened to Belgium when she re13isted, thought it hetter to 1et · 
the Allies have their way in case worse befel them.' , " Military 
pecessity '' triumphed without bloodshed, and parts of China and 

· ffreece are still occupied by the forces of the Allies. As to the 
Secret Treaties-, you have read them , by now a:p.d ;know all the 
Allies.' plans of conquest set forth in them. · 

And when we come nearer. home, have you found .the actions 
of your Goveq1ments agree with tlieir sonorous and unctuous 

1

phrases. about liberty and justice? _ Do you remember the trickery 
,employed in passing the Registration Act and the Militarj' Service 
'Acts? Do you remember the lies. and the. broken promises to 
various Trade Union deputations? The politicians who used 

1those methods to compel their fellow countrymen to take up arms 
_.do not know the meaning of thE) 'words -'' liberty and justice. '' 
1But you s'till continued your support, and still hoped that better 
1things · would come later~ The politicia:q.s, however; knew that 
they could do almost anything they pleased, because if you broke 
away from them it would be. a proof :that you had been fooled 
from the beginning; and you had not yet reached the ~point where 
you would admit that. As. lo:fors .of ~ree speech and free press 
you saw your Governments thro~ men and women into prison, 
raid their printing offices, suppr·ess their papers, and seize and 
de~troy their literature, because they dared to say and prill.t·words 
w'hic~ might have stopped the w.holesale carnage. You still 
remamed silent. · , 

Then came the case of Ireland. What wa·s the cause .of the 
E aster Rebellion in Dublin in 1916? It vvas an attempt on . the 
part. of the rebels to throw off the English yoke 0£ seven centuries 
and to put into action the principle of '' self-determination of 
small nationalities-,' ' which the Allied statesmen have 'vowed is 
one of the main objects of the war. And how did those statesmen 
act? , Did_ they agree to· grant the claim of the Irish? No-; they 
drowned ' the ' rebellion in blood, and shot tJhe leaders who had 
sur;endered und~r a flag of. ~ru'ce:--a thing . they have .never dared 
to ao to the Germans. Still you remained silent! . ·still you 
were too ashamed to say you had made a mistake ! 

. But novy has come the · final test. There' is not a Socialist or 
Anarchist who has not denounced the autocracy in Russia and 
all its evil works. 'You looked forward t9 the daY. when it woul~ 
all be swept away, and the people of Russia be free to work ciut 
their own salvation in their own way. And when the .Revolution. 
?urst on an '.1stonished world in March last; year, you :welcom~d 

. rt as a stepp111g ·stone to •a -world-wide Social Revohition. In the 
fif~een_ mon~hs which _have elapsed sinq,e then you have discovereQ. 

· tha. t, 111 spite of their tremendous difficulties., the workers and 
. pei;tsants of Russia are making good use of their newborn freedom 
~rr(are working at the building of a new society free of p9liti~ian,s: 

·Judges, ' la.wyers, and police. Landlords have been abolished and 
capitalists are but figure-heads in t;heir facto·rie~ and busin~ss~s. 
When knowledge o·f these happenings get better" known . the 
wor~{_er~ of the world will wish to follow the example. .nu't the 
capitalists of the ":orld reali~e the~r da:µ~er. ;ehis . exa~ple . of 
fr.eedom must be rsola ted hke a fever-stricken area-it . is a 
dangerous and contagious disea~e in the' eyes o.f capitalis.t-s. And 
now_ .all the machinery is ready to wipe it out. Lies-mountains 
of hes-ha~e _been tol~ you to make ·you agree toi. ·this ' villainy, 
?ut the p~am outstandmg fact is that the Allied troops are-going 
111to Russia to smash the R:volution and to restore the l~;nd · ~o 

, the landlords and the factones to .t~e capitalists, an?, to comp~l 
~he peopl~ to .repay the money the Tsar borrowed to keep them in 
~ubJectron. The freedom the w.orkers and peasants ?ave gained 
rn to be but a'. dream to , them, and all who resist will be 
slaugh~ered, _like ~h~ French Governm,ent slaughte;red the 
Cornmunards m Pans 111 1871. All the fine phrases in -the Press 
about "' helping Russia '' and '.' supporting the . Czecho-Slovaks '' 
ar~ humbug, and you who have bee:p. supporting. the Governments 

1~~d th~ w~r ~or four years know_ that the crushing. of the 
. Revo~~t10n is the rea_l and only mofave of the .Alli13d invasion of 
R~ssrn. You may ~ot agree with all the , Bo~$hev.iks have done-"­
neithe: do we; ,b_ut if you have t~e smallest _drop of reyolutionary 
bl~od_ m your vems, you must raise your voice in protest against 
this_ mfamous plot ot International C~pital, and so break the 

· chams that ha~e boun_d , you· to your Governments. for the past 
fo~r years. And now that -at· last you have realised your terrible 
mistake, lose no · time in . awakening yo;ur, :fellows as to the 

. cons,eque~ces to t~e worker~ in every. country if this• threatened 
blow at the ,Russrnp people is not stopped. If .the chains :are 

. placed 0!1 the Ru_ssian workers again, there will be little h~pe ©f 
. the workers of other countries l;>reaking their chains for many· a 
. long day. · 

The rece·ipt of a free ·copy of · this· pape;r is ~ invitation to 
~'ubscdbe-2s, 6d, p•ef anJlU~ ~ - ' I, 

• 
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. Now that official · L.a hour· has so ·obligingly sold itself to our 
.capit,alist Go.vernment and saved the Empire from the wily and 
bloodthirsty Hun, the gentlemen who represent: ·th~ Government 
are again walking· with their accustomedr ip.solent swagge:r w:hilst1. 
they concoct fresh plots for the conti:q~ed enslaveme;nt of the 
worke:rn. So •w1e have that: friend of liberty, Sir Edward Car.son, 
giving fatherly advice · to .a conference of. manufacturers. He -in~ 
sisted, oif: course, that we could not get on with0ut. capital, that 
we: were living1 in a state of artificial prosperity, and had been led· 
into Rew standards of living which were1,not.1 ne>rma1 standar:ds? i· 
a:hd4 finally, that our enormous taxation must necessal!iliY lead. t0 
increased. cost and a gr.eater bur~en· on the const1.mer. He took aJ 
gl0omy; view of the future, depreca t:irig paying' off ·the national 
debt .by a levy on capital. In addition to that debt he . foresaw, 
tha 't , we would ~u,ff er fr,om disloc&ted businesses, increased cost 
of p:110duction, a universal shortage of.' :raw material, and on the 
top of all that, a great deal of unemployment. After 'aU this tale 
of woe Sir Edward1 caHed U:p the spirit of the Paris Conference and 
dangled the spectre of T'ariff Reform before his audience. S0· 
much for the. iBsight and or.igiRality of the famous· champion of 
downtrodden Ulster. 

· But the uneasiness· arnl gloominess of spirit is not .confined 
to this illustrious knight. Many other speakers and writers. 6.£ 
less renown ha;ve spept mu.eh superdluous energy on explaining 
the need fot· a wair after the :vyar, o:r of devising some quack 
method of pa:ying· .our eno:mnou:s war bills.. In spite, however,• 
of the. s'pecious schem'es la:1l'!lfnched upon ·an over-credulous people; 
two facets stand out with .quite s.tartling dearness.. First·; that 
our mod'~st ·war debt is not foss than 7 ,OOO millions, arid that onl'y 
i£' the war ends now. Secm1dly, that bot•h capital and interest 
will ultimately b>e paid by' the "free"' wag'e-slaves-- of the Br-itish 
Empire. It is no wonder, therefore, that fresh schemes to get 
wealth qu'ickly -S~buld' continually be· devised by the hirelings of 
the·· State: .NccoMing to a recen_.u article in the N ati'on, entitled 
'r A Plan to: Wipe Out War Debt,'' our total debt represents 
s me 40 per cent . o[ ou:r aggregate wealth. The writer takes a 
gloc'rny vie·w' of the situation, for he says: 

' "An hoIJ,est. solution for Austria, Germany, or even Italy 
or France, seems impossible, for no statesman dare face the 
obloquy 'involved in such huge taxation as would. be required 
to meet the bill. Countr:ies which have financed their war 
almost entirely by borrowing ~nd printing money will not be 
likely to exhibit the courage necessary to abandon· these 
pra9~ic~s . Even 'in this aouRtry, uri.Iess our statesmen are com­
pelled. by public opinion to· wipe out a large part of the debt 
by , a ?,apital levy, the temptation to keep on borrowing during 
~ perrod of resettlement may prove irresis.tiple. Everywhere, 
1:i:ideed, the. financial situation will seem to carry the alterna­
tive's of rumo~s. taxation or repudiation. Now, as we may 
r~le out repudiat.ion .. f~r the Western world, the- 'whole pressure 
will come upon devismg some way of softening the rigors of 
taxation. '' 

He;:-ce. ~ir Edward ;~arson . and his familia; pre-war parrot 
cry o.£ Tariff Reform . He is only concerned with ensuring . 
to the ,members of the class to which he belongs the usual share 
of' the loot legally '' lifted '' from the wage-earning class'. Th~s 
he deprecate.s a levy · on capital and pins his faith to a 
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tariff 
that will enhance · the pric'e o.f all necessary commodities-1n 
other . ~ords, . the wholes.ale impoverishment of the workers. 
But whmhever way we turn, the same ghastly spectre of poverty 
ha~nts us . so long as we continue to support a machine which 
exists. for the purpose of exploiting 95 . per cent. of. the people 
for the benefit of tl\e remaining five per ~ent. · ' 

L:t :is loo:k at another brilliant sugge-stion from the pen of 
one S·ignmg h1m:self "~· G.·: and appearing •in the Evening 
~tandard for.July 30. T~e wn~~~ commenc~s. with the assump - · 
tion that .. a higher standard of hvmg has resulted to the workers 
as a resuI:t of the wa;r. But w)he::ther, that will: ~e~a]n, h 8 
declares, will depend upon the workers themselves. 

. ".If they ai:n ·a t rivalling tMe high rates of wages paid in 
Americ~ they will \have to confom;i to the American worker's 
conception 0£ the function of production; i:u othei; words there· 
must be no restriction of individyal output. - ·. . . . Besides, 
the needs. of the countr;y fo:r many yeari;; wil~ imperatively 
demand t~e fullest exer?1se . of human energy in ,all channels. 
of product10n . . There will be a . tremendous. lot of leew,ay to 
be made good. The wastage of four years of war will take 
ma~y years thoroughly to ~epair, and will necessitate extra­
?rd:nary e~orts ~ compl~te t:he work. Restriction of ·output 
m such circumstarr~es would ·be suicidal. We inay take it 
~hat the workers will not be blind to this obvious fact .. On 
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the other: hand, ·the employ~rs. must Americanise their stand­
point. . . . The· British ma:µU:facturer must produce to 
the fiip.its. 0£ his c~paci'ty. Tthis, how.ever, is. not possible un­
less his· work<?~S are prepared to put nhe last ounce of their 
energy in"t9·· their work. So that we get back to the proposition 
t}fat P,· hig:her standard · of living" i~ the time to come, ·will' 
dep,end upon the workers themselves. .· . . . · The probl~m. 
o~ the reconstruct.ion of industry will not be .solved in the United. 

'. Rin,gdom u1<-til our employers and workers make up their mind 
, to Americanise our industrial •methods." . 

Se now the. brutal murder is out. In order: to pay off the 
huge war loans, industry is to be remodelled along s'cieI).tific lines 
whic;h will, red,uce. the process. of exploitation to a fine art. We 
are all far too.fa:i;piliar with tJ:ie, growth 0£ i:adustry in Arner.ica to · 
desire its tra;µ.~plantation in this CGuntry. '11his pseudo-paraqise 
ha,s .proved to be a~ veritable workers.' hell with its infernal 
methods- of spe.eding-up, co-partnership, an:d other .dodges i~­
vented 'tQ· destroy, the solidarit.y of Labour. Then 0:ver all looms. 
the sinister figu.res of the Pinkerton gang. If these t;hi111gs stand 
for prog:ess,. for prosperity, f?r a hig;her standard of li_ving, then 
we are mfimtely better off without them. The one great peint 
overlooked by most of the brilliant writers on economics and 
industrial matters1 to-day is that life, even to t•he worker, should ! 

~t~nd for happiness, for expansion, for self-expressjon; and they , 
fail to see tha:t the mere production of a human machine that 
rri~st i:i:ievi~ably become worn out and scrapped at forty is not 
qwte t.he ideal of life that even a poor, protoplasmic piece . of 
humamty. knqwn as a wage-slave in his most degraded momentsr 
might desire. . 

· .So in answer to t~he knightly champion of libe:rrty, Sir Edward 
CarsDn, and to all the legion of authoritarian writers._ who are:, 
intent Ypori arranging the worker's· affairs so nicely for' him, we. 
would reply ~hat there is only one way of liberating indNstry and' 
the man behind the machine, apd .of incid~nta1ly paying off our 
huge w~r debts,. aI).<il. that is by reorganising society, upon t•he bt:tsis 
of t~e ~1g'ht of ev~ry human. unit to a free and happy life; and by 
abohs.h:ng the rights of property .and the suppres.sion of all 
P.aras1t1sm. Work, but no·t over-work, to be assured to all. Thus 
simply and automatically would the momentous question of the 
pay:ne~t 0£ war debts be decid~d. Wit:h the dii;iappearance of 
cap1ta1J:.sm, that bogey of 7 ,OOO millions of war de·bt would vanish 
into thin air. M.B.H. · 

SAVE THE REVOLUTION. 
. (To, the Editor of FREEDOM.) 

. S~· ,-We desire to bring to the notice of all · .sections of the 
Sociahs~ and !1abour Movement whose sympathies lie with the 
B.olshev~k regime in Russia in 1ts endeavour iio safogu~rd th 8 
Revolut10n, the extremely grave and urgent situation which 
confronts our Russian comrades. 

·. In. the Ukrainia and in Finland, 'where the counter­
~evolu~r~nary gover~m.ents received the .recpgnition of the French 
*uthoriti~s, .the Socialist Movement among the workers has since 
l?e~n deliberately !Jrush ed 'Yi.th the. aid 0£ ·the Ger~an Army. 
The l~~der of the Cadets, Milmkoff, rn stated in the Press to have 
:proce~ded to, ~erli~. . The Czecho-Slovaks have expressed their 
mtent10n of abohshmg the nationalisi;i.tion and socialisation · of 
??mmercial and ~ndustri~l organisations '' and so restoring '' the 
right o~ ow~erslu~ of pnva.te property".'' 
l .It is qmte evident from all the news that is coming through 
offic.ial. sources that the counter-revolutionaries whether 

a12itahsts or mo~erate ~ocialist.s, are utterly unreliable in their -' 
J......ttitude towards the Allie~, and that their main aim is to defend 
lt'roperty a~d to re-establish some form qf rule which does not 
~·eflect the ·idea.s or expres.s the will of the working-class. ·Any 
tudent .of . modern military strategy can see that the idea bf 
e-.est.abhsh:ng the ~vssia~ Fr.ant through Finland and by means 

of a smgle ~me.of railway, is absurd, a.nd .a, mere pretence to cover 
the. real obJective of restoring '' order '' in Petrograd ai1d Moscow 
w~1ch, the cou~ter-revolutionaries know, they cannot hope to do · 
w1thou~ the ass1sta.nce of foreign bayonets .. 

~his thr.ea.tened interference in. Rus.sia at the " req~·est ,,. of 
certam Russians (~he ~urma~ RG11g10na.l Council, representing a 
very small popula.t:on, is r:pudiated by t~e Bolshevik Government 
as c_ou~ter-revolut10nary) is the first open measure in the Inter­
Cap1t~hst Co~~ter·Revolution. It. is_. a .declaration of' war .by the 
Am~ncan, Bri~1sh and .French cap1t~hsts upon the Bolsheviks for 
ha~mg dared t? repudiate the loans made ~y them . to Tzardem 
wh1~h enab~~d. it t~ crush ~h~ .Revolution.9:ry_ Move:rp.e~t from 1905 
o?-wards. It is th:1s, but it is, more. •' It _is a qecla,ration of war 
on ther_n . ae; _ Urn ba.;nner-bearer~ , of tlle International S~cial 
Revolution. The guns of the '' .de,live:irer~ .'' \Yill volley forth the 
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message of the Bondholders of Democracy -to ' the whole 
international proletariat: of debtor people. 

A state , of war with the Bolsheviks wiil enable the capitalists 
of all countries to attack, intern and harry all whom Northcliffe 
and his coterie 'Care to consider as Bolsheviks. · T'hat means all ,, 
s·ections of the ' Socialist Movement not in allianc'e with · the 
authorities and regardl~ss of whether or not they are avowedlj 
syID:pathetic in that direction. This is being done and will · 
continue to be done in the cause .of '' making the world safe for 
Democracy.'' 

In this connection it should be remembered that there arc ' 
two forms of Democracy with two undedying philosoph1'3 · 
:mndamep. ally and irrevocably antagonistic to each other. C , 

The first is that of the Right of Man to. Property, the second 
is : of · all sections· of the people. · The former, which is the 
keystone of the American and :French Republican Democracies is 
alien from the whole ·conception of Socialism, and makes of the 
protagonists of these ideas irreconcilable adversaries. Thisl 
explains the attitude of the Allied Governments to the Bolsheviks 
and makes it plain what fate awaits our comrades unless we 
utilise every agency of expression, every opportunity of informing 
the executives of the bondholders that the working class of this 
country will tolerate no action bringing in its train a repetition 
of. the massa~res accompanying the suppression of the Paris 
Commune and of the Russian Revolution of 1905. We direct 
your gaze to the '' Wall of fyiemori.es '' of J 871, and the thousand 
gallows of Stolypin.. We beg you to realise that, as in 1848,· the. 
moderates of the Kerensky type will be swept aside like flies on a; 
window pane, as events force these idealists to participate in 
measures of repression of which they do not dream. Comrades; 
this is the gravest hour in the history of the Socialist Inter­
national ! It is up to us to sav'e the Russian Socialists and 
thereby to save ourselves! . To work !-Yours fraternally, · 
E. SYINIA PANKHURST, c. T. PENDREY, J. , REYNOLDS . . 
J. T. WALTON NEWBOLD,FRED SHAW, E. G-. ANDERSON, 
G. w. BROWN, A. E. CHANDLER, -. MCLAINE, 
CHARLES WATKINS, EBBY EDWARDS, 

CHI~DREN IN FETTERS: 

. B~for~ \ the Bill which recently dragged its weary wa 
through the Commons was drafted, it was considered n~cessar 
that some public interest-or interests-on the . subJect of 
Education · should be aroused. Accordingly a number of people 
-experts presumably-proceeded on tour to lecture the members 
of such organisations as were willing to listen to them. Arriving 

' at a Trades Council . meeting, they would proceed to show how, 
for · the lack of education, the children of wo~king people Wiere 
unable to enjoy life in a.U its fulness, an,d that ignorance was tb.e 
very thing which· prevented the wo'.rkers · from asserting ~nd 
get{iing their rights. At a chamber of commerce meetmg, 
however, these same people had another tale to tell. There, 
they told of' the economic war that rp.ust inevitably , follow· th,e 
present war; and how British employers of labour could not hope 
to compete successfully in the markets of the world with German 
employers, unless there should be available large supplies of 
trained and efficient labour power. In short, the worke~·s were 
told tha.t educafaon would bring them freedom ; the employers 
were told that education 'would supply them with well trained · 
and disciplined wage-slaves. 
· This present war, we· are told in _strident tones, is being 
waged to secure the freedom of the world. We look carefully at 
those who thus bellow at us and find they are the " people who 
would imprison anyone whose beliefs do not agree with theirs. 
And in their hands lies tlle power of dictating what shall, and 
what shall. not be taught in the St.ate schools. It· followti in due 
sequence; t~at the ed~c .ational . machine . will grin~ out exac~ly 
the kind of boy and girl life they ma.y reqmre for their commercial 
undertakings, their industrial concerns, their household require­
ments. It is not yet possible to gather grapes from thi~tles. Let 
the records of such people be overhauled ! 

By most people, I believe, education. is regarded as being the 
altern11tive to factory life. Because a child. must go to school, 
he cannot go to the factory. Said a poor woman to me the other 
day, '' If the government is going . to keep children at schooi until 
they. are sixteen, I consider _it . very hard lines on we pa.rents. I 
bave brought up a family of seven, and. 'just when they are likely 
·to be of use. to us ~i.e., to earn money by working) ; .then we have 
·to keep them at school, because the go~ernm~nt sa.ys· :we mu~t. '' 
·Two alternatives, from our point of view, are before such people 
as this ,wo~an_ repres~nts: they must -e~~her sta.nd up and de.mand 
·their ,right, or, they; must grovel on their knees for State mamten­
ance . . As to which is the more dignified there can be no two . 
-Opinions; T·wenty years ago this poor soul might ha.ve repeated 

to me a v~rse, still to be found in some hymnals,-perhaps she 
does repeat it to herself now-

" The rich man in his castle, 
The poor man at his gate, 

God made them high and lowly, 
And ordered their estate, '' . 

but h'avibg no occasion for any such God, I shou1d not have been 
impressed by the argument. 

Not ·so ]\nany years ago, ·the young children of working folk 
were sent . in.to the mines and factories of the country, there to 
work for ten and twelve and fourteen hours a day. On their 
broken bodies were erected huge mansions decked out with 
vpholstery and costly fripperies. It is small consolation to us 
to know that churches and libraries and schools were erected 
thereon also. The same condition of things. obtains. to-day-the 
children are a little older, that is all. One might have thought 
that in sheer desperation working folk would have turned on 
_their exploiters: long before this, and have trampled them under 
foot; instead they have been given factory acts and education 
acts. S toii.es for bread ! 

· The entire cost of :our educa,tional ·system is borne by those 
who are the producers of wealth. . Th~re need be no mist.ake 
about this. And the working folk pay a little more for their tea, 
their sugar, their coffee, that their children rp.ay be made in,to 
more efficient wage-slaves. When its schooldays are over, the 
child-a marvellous little tool composed of flesh and bones and 
blood-is employed by a.n employer, he paying to its parents a 
percentage of the cost of the child's m:;tintenance, which means 
in fact, that the parents by keeping this hurnan tool in good order, 
are subsidising, in some degree, its employer. And t-0 right this 
initial wrong the people of the country are persuaded that 
education acts must be heaped upon education acts; that the code 
must be subjected to. change after cha.nge; that anything and 
everything must be done, except that simple business of getting 
rid of those who exploit them and live on them. . 

The people's schools are not yet built; There is no general 
understanding of what education is! We are deceived and 
deluded by those who would ha,ve us go their way and not our 
own! But signs are not wanting to show that already the 
pioneers are making new paths into the forest of ignorance and 
superstition. If such work be not to our hands, we can at least 
give these brave spirits a cheer. and the hand of fellowship. 

JOHN vV AKEMAN. 
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