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WHY HAVE YOU COME. TO MO URMAN SK:'? 
• 

THIS APPEAL WAS PRINTED AND 'CIRCULATED AMONGST THE BRITISH TROOPS · IN RUSSIA, · 
BY THE RUSSIAN WORKERS' AND SOLDIERS' . REPUBLIC. 

COMR'ADES !-

Why have you come to ~ourmansk? You have been told 
in England that the demand for men on the Western front is 
greater th.an ever. You know that in England men of 45 and 
• :ver are being called to the colours because of the u~gent need 
.ef men in France.· Yet. you are brought here, right in the Arctic 
Sea, a thousand miles from the battle front. · 

For what purpose? Your Go.vernrnent tells us that it has 
no hostile intentions towards us. That . it does not desire to 
occupy our territory. That it will not interfere with our internal 
;;iffa1rs . That you have been sent here only for the purpose of 
defending our Mourman railway against the Finns and the 
Germans . Comrades, it is not true! 

When anybod y offers to put himself to considerable trouble 
and expense on your behalf, unasked, you get a little suspicious 
o.f his motives. We have not asked your Government to help us 

. to clef end our count~y. we know that their intentions are quite 
other than those they express to us. 

The Mourman railway is in no danger either from the 
·Germans or Finns. If you look at a map you will see that the 
railways and roads from the \Vest o.f Finland end hundreds of 
miles short of the Mourman railway. If the Finns want to 
approach our border they must traverse hundreds of miles of 
marshy forest land, and you know how difficult it is for an arrn'l 
to do that. 

Neither can the Germans threaten the railway . 
If the Germans want to attack the Mourman railway· they 

must first take Petrograd, and march through our country 
hundreds of miles, from Petrngrad to P_etrozavodsk. \\Te are no 
longer at war with Germany. The Germans ca1:not advan~e on 
Petrograd without first declaring war on us agam. There is no 
likelihood of this happening. Except this, that if you come south, 
the Germans may use this as a pretext to advance further into 
our country. 

Therefore you are not required to defend us. On the con­
trary; your presence here increases our danger. Why then · have 
you been brought here? \Ve will tell you. 

You have been brought here. to occupy our country in the 
interest of Allied capitalists. 

You hav~ been brought here to overthrow our re1volution, 
and bring back the reign of Tzadsm ! ! ! 

Y.ou cannot believe this . You say that the British Govern­
ment would never do such a thing. Lef the facts speak for them­
selves 

The English capitalist newspapers, Times, JYforning Post, 
Daily Telegraph, are writing every day about erecting a "strong 
resolute government '' in Rus~ia. Do these papers represent the 
views of democracy, or do they represent the views of the 
financiers, capitalists, an d profiteers ,of England? These papers 
also oonstantly refer to the wealth of timber contained in our 
northern territory, which they say would be sufficient to pay for 
the loans which the financiers, capitalists, and · profiteers lent to 
a corrupt and tyrannical Tzarism. Capitalists and financiers are 
not the friends of English workers, nor Russian workers, nor 
the workers of any oountry. Who controls the Government of 
England to-day? The workers or the financial oligarchy? The 
financial oligan:hy. They ·a re ordering and directing your' lanq- · 
ing- in Mourmansk. You are being- used in the interest of the 

• 

profiteers, who are profiting out of the lives and labour (i)f · the 
\VOrking people. 

Your Government is interfering in our internal affairs. It 
has established its own control in the district you occupy. It has 
cut off our telegraphic communication with outside. It is attemP.t­
ing to seduce our citizens into fighting against us. At Kem your 
Government shot four members of our local Soviet. 

Your Government denies that it did so, but we have positive· 
proof that it did. . . . . · · .' 

You know that on the Volga, nght m the heart . @:f our 
country, the Czecho-Slovaks are openly striving . to crush ~ur 
Revolution. They said · they wanted to fight the Germans, · but 
they have remained here, and are fig~ting us .. They say they ~r.e 
fi g hting for liberty, but the~ ar~ fight1~1g t?· bnng back the Tzanst 
regime. They are extendmg mto S1bena. Wherever they g() 
they suppress o ur Soviets (Councils of vVorkers' Delegates~, hang 
its members and put Tzari st officers in its place. These Czecho ' 
Slovaks a re ' gathering around themselves the corrupt an~ re.: 
actionary offici.als of . the Tzarist regime. It is the ~a.me crnwtl 
that betrayed Kitchener, that sold ,the gun~ and rr;umtlons mad-e 
in British factories to the ·Germans, that d1sorgarnsed our army, 
and who were just about to sell Russia to the Germans when :we 
made our Revolution. ~ 

The one object · o.f the Czedio-Slovaks, and this crowd, · i,s ·to 
crush our Revolution and bring back Tzarism.' They have 
officially declared that to be their object. And this has the un­
concealed, nay outspoken support of the. Allied Governm~nts . . 

The All ied Governments and the Allied Press are appl::i.udrng 
the deeds of the Czecho~Slovaks . The French Consul made ·a 
speech in which he congratulated them on the 'task they had unde:­
taken . They are financed by the A)lied Military Mission. Their 
operations are direeted by Fren~h officers. 

Your landing in Mourmapsk is part of th·~ scheme to 
co-operate with t he Czecho~Sloval~s. . . . , 

You w ill be ~ghting, not agamst enerrues, but agamst work-
ing people like yourselves. . 

For the first time in history the working people have goit . 
control of their country . The workers of all countries are strivi:i;ig 
to achieve 'this object. We in Russia have succeeded. We have 
thrown off the rule of the Tzar, of la ndlords and of capitalists. 
But we have still tremendous d ifficult ies to overcome. We can­
not build a new society in a day. We desire to· be left alo:ne. 

We ask you, a re you going to help to crush us? ·.To help 
to give Russia back to .the landlords, the capitalists, and Tzar? 

You in your Trade Unions have been fighting capitalists > 
you know what it is . ' 

Comrad.es ! Englishmen ! You who pride yourselves on your 
love of liberty ! 

Comrades ! De.scendants of the great ·Chartists! You who 
have always expre1ssed sympathy with the Russian revolution, a:re 
you ·going to ass.ist in crushing tbe first effort of working people 
to free themselve1s from tneir sweaters and e1xploiters? 

Remember this ! U the Russian revolution is crushed, then 
the power of the cap·italists will be eno·rmously strengthened in 
every country, .and. the fight for economic fre1edom will be put back 
for a hundred years. 

N. LENIN, 

Pres. Council Peoples.' Commi.ssaries. 
{!)., TCHITCHERINE, 

People's Commissary fo1r Foreign Affairs . 
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·,PROGRESS OF SOCIAL REVOLUTION IN. EUROPE. ' In Russia eight. precious months wer•e wasted through alloW'-
ing politicians of various schools to carry on· their. coalitions and 

A keen observer of events, :whose opmrnns on men and 
moveni~~.t~ during the war v~ry generally turne9- out to · be· 
correct, smd the other <;1.ay it would not be surprising if W or}::ers' 
Oomrqit1J'ees· and Sovie£.s were , jn power arid in full working order 
in Brit~~n before the end of 1919. It would . not be• nea<rlv so 
surpri~'.i~g as· a .like view wo-µld have , s·~emed. about ,Russia., onB. 
weel,c before the revql'u,tion br~k.e out ,' or about Gerrnai1y the day 
before it broke out there. When the March revoiut{on in Rnssia 
bro~e ~mt, Milyukoff watched from his study window the fighting 
by the ~orkers and aoldiers· in the streets, and he says he had 
no ·doubt tlie Gov,ernment would succeed in putting, it · down in . 
a' fe.w ~ours. , and that by the next day _order would be restored 
and tlg°:gs wo.uld . gq c;m again as usual. And yet hy tbe next 
day the' ' revolutj0n had almost b~oodles~Jy overthrown this 
app~re·ntly strong Government; and some splendid achievements 
stand now to the credit of the multitude of unknown men and 
~ome?:- who n~arly two years ag~ started the revolutionary wave 
that is sweeping around the world ~nd is everywhere under­
mining Capitalism and Government. 

At a Congress of the Bavarian Social Democratic l)artv, held 
at Munich in the middle of October, their pr9minent speakers 
thought the time had certainly not yet come for a Socialist 

· Rev0lution o.f any sort. · But within three weeks from that da v 
t·h.e ' rievolutio,n was _ over, Bavaria was declared a So.:~,jali;t 
P~:ppbl~q-, · and tpe Social DeID;ocrats were .in power headed by a 
~an. vyho just before was safely locked up· in prison. 

And the -whole g~gantic military, b1ueaucratic, and police 
ma?~~?;er;y of the German Empire, ~hat seemed so all-embracing, 
SG mv:mc1ble, so deeply rooted in the v·ery habits of ~he. people, 
vanis~ed like some nightmare, and people are already beginning 
tod wonder however the illusion about its inevitableues~ and 
s~en~t~4 could have las.ted so long. : Dutch correspondents. have . 
r"eported that the predpminan.t feeling in Berlin when news of 
the revolt. or the sailors at Kiel first came through was one of 
cO~J?~ete stupefaction that such things could happen in Germany, 
and when on the following day_ the same news came through 
fro.m Hamburg and other cities, the astonishment only deepened 
i*terest in this.. ·wonderful new phenomenon, and quite over­
shadowed the news of the Kaiser's abdication and the armistice 
w4ich cam,:e the same day . The military commander of the · 
d~st~ict stqpped all communication by railway, telephone, or 
telegr.ap'h between Berlin and the rest of the world and hurried 
tro01ps ·· into · Berlin ' to prevent any " disorders." As 
b.att,alion after . battalion marched in with ma.chine guns, field 
kitch.ens, . 9ind all the usual campaigning equipment, and 
oqcupie"d various positions about the city, it s.t.ill looked like 
run~ng: one's head against a s,tone wall to. attempt· to overthrow 
th!3 Ii~peiial Government, and that anything done in this direc-
. ti0n would oniy involve a frightful and useless loss of valuable 
liy.e's . · In. the .1noming this. huge apparatus of coercion s:tood solid 
::ind over'wheJ:rning in defence. of exploitation and mastershiI>. In 
the afternoon' it had disappeared. All power was in the hands 
of the Soviet, and Workers' and Soldiers.' Councils sprang up 
and took control throughput the Empire, and were vvorking as 
naturally as could b.e wished, and as, though these institutions 
had · always been familiar to the population. of the different 
States, in which one after another, in an astonishingly rapid 
sliccess.ion, crowris were rolling in the roadway side by side with 
other outworn and useless things,, And all this was accomplished 
almo.qt bloqdlessly. · 

When the turn of the English Social Revolution comes we 
~ould be able to carry it out even more completely and easily 
if we learn from the experience of our comrades in other coun­
tri_es wp.at to do a.!fd what to ·avoid: Several points stand out 

-yery ~learly; amongst tthein are two which we can see both in 
Russia and· in Germany are of the gTeatest importance . In th0 
;first pl~c.e to take steps fo. prevent as far as possible, from the 

·"very beginning, the movement getting into the hand·s or under 
the control of the ordinary professional politicians ; and in the 
·next pl~ce . tq s,ee that the Soviets are not packed with foe old 

·, stagers of the Trade .'Union world, the professional labour leaders 
· ~ arid . of~'ffoials, out that through "the Shop Stewards' Movement .. 

Workers ' _Committees, and similar ~rga.nisations they do faith­
, fuHy represent the changing needs a~d aspirations, of the rank 
... and file, and s-ee the widest possible SC9'pe is secured. for free 
"foftiative, to welcome ".everywhere "boldness of tl?-uught and 
. actio"n both in destroying old ins.titutions and constructing others 
more suited to the new day, fearlessly grapplingi with the real 
problems of the · time, and frankly facing fl?ic.ts, whatever they· 
maj" bY,, and a s.teady adherence through all tha.t may happon to 
the }:tighes.t ideals, we can conceive; they ~re quite likely to fall 
·shod of -the true and the . possible. 

• 

compromises. and make-believes, and· generally to expose their 
barrenness in ideas and timidity in a~tion. If we compare thi~ 
with the fo;st·· eight months' work done by the Bol~hevik S0viets. 
we can. realis.e what 8: loss it was · a:nd J:iow many dapgers and 
obstael~s m "ght have 1)een ~ avoided if , only that first stage could 
have been omitted. In Gen,~ral Eur~pe the same thriig i_s repeat­
in·g itself, but the.re are grourrds for hoping this period will prove 
shm·ter in ' the .German case. A description by the correspondent 
of the Manchester Guardian of the Soviet CongTess in Berlin 
should cause every revolutionary workman furiously to think. 
He says, " 'rhe overwhelming majority were staid Trade Unimt. 
officials who had kept the working masses well in hanJ. '' The 
soldiers' delegp,tes. ir\cluded ~5 officers. " T_he _ Congr~s~ 
res.emblecl more an assembly of worried city fathers than a 
revolutionary Parliament.'' Max Cohen, one of the Mod.crate 
Socialist ' ' leader.-i, '' said: '' A continuance of the present state 
of disorganisation and -exaggerated la,bour demands will lead 
straight to a catastrophe. Only a · strong Central Government 
can bring salvation . Only a National Assembly will be :ref'og­
nised . . . . as expressing the national will; the Soviets. n':!ver. 
.The socialisation of certain industries might certainiy bl3 clone, 
but care m,µst be taken not to depr:ive employers of incer_tiva, 
which was never .more indispens·able." Qt.hers, probably wit.lt 
an .·eye tO middle. class · votes at the National Assembly electiorii!.; 
explained that Germany in her present position is," a quite unfi• 
object for. Socialistic experiments," they only want " to over­
come the present crisis with the · minimum of injliry '' (te 
profiteers and politicians?). . · 

Compare this with the general strike of the coal miners to 
compel immediate socialisation of the mines, th~ determined 
strike mov.e.inents at Berlin and elsewhere to secure thorough­
going, Socialist changes, and the extensive measures of sociafo~a­
tion that have already be·en carried out in' districts where the 
Workers ' and Soldiers' Councils. are composed of the actual rank 
and file workers, or where the· d·evoted .propagandi&ts of the 
Spartacus. and · other genuine Socialis,t groups have be.en able to 
s.ecure a hearing for t!ieir ideas . The Spartacus Group include~ 
in its immediate programme repudiation of all war loans without 
compensation, expropriation of a ll banks, mines, industries , larg~ 
and medium sized .estates.. Spartacus ideas are so attractive 
t0hat the General _who was cailed with his troops. to Berlin ·from 
~.inland to support the .MoQ.erate S.ocialist Government against 
the Liebknecht Party complains that within a week his former 
"loyal" troops are melting away, some going home and ot-her~ 
openly joining the Spartacus Group. And it· is now announced that 

. this Government can probably not depend upon any of the Berlin 
troops, and they do not know what others can be had, and every 
day Bolshevik ideas spread farther ·and take a deeper hold 
amongst working men and women. 

. Any day the German Revolution may enter upon its second 
stage, the Bolshevik one, and the creation o.f another Federation 
of Soviet Socialist Commonwea.lths in Central Europe will ba 
seriously taken in hand. This, united with the Rl1ssian Federa­
tion, would almos1t certainly prove too strong for the remaining 
Capitalist Governments. in the world to overthrow, and by its 
example to the remainirigi exploited section of the world's prole­
tariat .or its attraction to emigrants from other countries would 
definitely mark the speedy end. of Capitalism ·and Parliamentary 
Government everywhere . It would immediately bring inbo vie\~' 
what seems to be the on:ly real alternative to either Andless war.; 
017 the League of Capitalis,t Governments, a League of Brigand~ 
to put down brigandage. We may almost see this la,tter at work 
in the way the Allied Capitalist Governments have treated the 
Socialist Revolution in Russia· and Germany, arid in their villain­
ous. cold-blooded starvation of women and children, the old and 
the sick, over a ' great part of Europe aft.er the war was known 
to be over. The qlackguard peace they seem to be preparing 
will be worth no more than the paper it is written OI)., and will 
probably, not last so)c;:mg as the Brest-Litovsk Treaty. 

A probably unique incident ih proletarian ' revolutions fook 
place at the end of" Dec·ember, when large bands of workmen 
from on.e of the· great munition works in Berlin suddenly 
marched in good military order into ·the courtyard of the police 
headquart~rs and demanded rifles. ancl ammunition, which were · 
supplied . They wanted to assis:t the Spartacus sailors · at the 

· palace, agains.t whom troops and ·artillery were being used by the 
Ebert Government. News had spread that the chief of police 
was on the sailors.' side; but by that tiine th~ Government had. 
given in. , . 

French and Russian prjsoners, of war in Berlin joined · the 
' revolutionists,, and. at the very beginning worked hard tc secure 
the1r success . · 
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~f:c"!drh j~Rh#i~·).' th~' ::su~.iet$, ~~fi~ifr':::trYing 't6. arrive at . :economic 
· ~fctti~~ft=J; 5bfJe s1tl;tibI1shizjg i ft ~tandfir·a-lwa'ge ·;or all. , An, eight ~our 
rd-a!-Y1lias' :byeri: Kdopte d , for~· t he ,-·pi'famJ'.tl,'\yith 'double rates for over·· 
lt-im1~I a5\ii 1 n-'Ql :w6t:krfifi:Ii rlmust. :·<Vo'rk -mat~ than four hours over­
~tiYrle'· ·'il1i ftW'cP '-cb~trsech.i~ive;v-aay'' s. 1 1 ~na ·:'no woman or bovs under 
b' ' - r ' ' .; · eighteen1 -:lte 3/Ubwetf tO' worJi' o'\iei.Jtime. ' · . . · · 
i. , r , , , , , , , . . , . 
;~,;,' In -£e?J:uc'at·i'6naI" mlftJtets~·:11n.~ · -so;viets . ate doing grea;t things. 
:ofFO&tiooer~11 ~lLsc-nools:-barii i:hJ;nder th~ i uthorit.y of the Natfona.l 
~·Q~frurors.S1ai1ie S: '- !forc Eal,i&aini9rt.1; 

1iCHl s.s. p~.'ivileges in education are 
iaba!rshe.etct dfie rc1-a si' 16f ..-s.dJ\08l ~ arid :'one' ·standard of· education is 
:OJ-ietrit~oCa'.1r1·.~a¥kre '. u LA'.Jl' gcli?°ols.- irece.f ve tlje· regular a tten ti6n of a 
iCJr&et6i' :··r·uw111 schol~t~ i rec'Ed-t.e:· ~ ' ft:~e hot pre'akfast daily. Classes 
%i'e ,}ifliiltell:C' iio· t we11ts1lfiv'e f\dhildrefr, e:Xaminations and ' the . old 
1fu~thods =~ \:>f<tlis~rp1)))1e~··a;:f{~. ~~p·o1r~m~a ·; . a? d ; every:' effo~t is.· being 
'm·llsiettto "·e~corita·ge> '. .iHe tchilciP ~: 'ffeie Mvelbp:qient'. 'l'he education 
fgNeifld is: ·~focrilar : ·;:Etri.d' r! indhidel{i1 lJ.n~t'n·ual' and technical training. 
'. cifd- e'ctiticatr6nl: is ~~d' pu~(l y.: Thete1 '-i~re t\~o; 'divisions:, one for chil-
2d-rerrfffdrr1 ' eigJ;~Y~c} t~ir.teeh ·atiW t he 6:ther 1 'from thirteen to seven­
.rEie:n, 2afiid11alfi ,ofJeniiig) ib:rr ·:a1P6lHid'teii to ·the Universities, of which · 
six new ones h ave bee~ -~£0.u-~(le<l;- .. (lµdng -tl_?.e,. year. 

. TJl-ie:,'i;?_..rg~n ~f Nw .... ~aji·~·9g~l}~,_ f'?yiet~ . ~ai4 oq Octob~r 2, the 
Soviat.s. ~ .v hawe ~c.ens.t. ~U.otedi-1 :for '.. a;H .t he workers of the country 
such a wide approach to knowledge ; to the s,chools, to science and 
§'8p,jt~_; t~~ _wqpld )~~s- ~eV;:er :b.~f.ore,. kn9w.i+ . . ·It will be much easier 
J11r,,_:: · ... i·mAh~ ~.ec.pn;4,.1]. '~.:;yr, :ot.. ~4e".:i;ewiolutjon.· · We shaU ~mrs~lves 
f:Hi9'?,Hn'$ r l,Pt·~lle.9.t.lff!ils , , &i~d W)l gµi 9'.1}.iy and e~sHy realise a full, 
tHJli¥8Y~P~'.~ d}n_~\: jg.yP,P.S. 1Life,.J ~r~~~ Jr .. 0~1 ,all, .°:ppression.,' .Mad~.m 
Jp)t1f.W. r~,fi:J;~ ,_13cJloqi~/ ar~\;tb,~1:q.g,.,y~J;.a b]_;i~J:i~d . for adults which aim 
,. if mxmg ,theD?i ~ry k~<?;vy;,l F;.~g;ej 9~ tlie ~ v~r.10us fo:rrns of hum&n culture, 
tlfC~\-\~tng1 _ aH(i ~orm1·s,; Rt lp~P~a:i ~µd: ·r rnap.ual activity; a complete 
!'.PiWs~,l~1r PRYr~A9?;1, -.lfPJil /~}r,.chr.:ic:it~ ~4uqation . .. Popular unive:i;sities 
:;t15·§2 i k,~i}fg :i! O~g~J:?;i~e~ .·. "f~~h =rl~cytw::e~;r, 1 ;e,xc~rsions. and ·visits to 
\~uwplPt~h: ,/ f he; E?,o,yi~~t' . !l}~f;l._; es_~.~blisl;iing circulati~g libra:ies 
JW.4hJ-~~ ~j1g ,19entr,al !J?rUrrn~f1.Fl.~ng ,.sfa~1twJD.i, ; a;nfl. are preparmg snb]ect 
c,~{yMr.gwr.-:-~9:11.t.aA~ing11s~or~j ~ Eifp,1~ni;i~o:r.y . ··notes · about t.~e best 
~l - %~:-ri1'V,ll1J~~'.bl_,Ei ·i \©P. { ~IjlY. ,s;1~l;>J,e~h ; :'r1h~y are . also developmg ~ec­
t_ 9,ll~~ ~o3 1 li)1¥,)' i cy . H~~e~t~Acal\3 , u~W4 pecor~ti.ye Art, and are getting 
r~wc~f\.~9t.~11~1 . ~~µ a~~~en~e,s s9~e p~ ,th~ best f<;>reign p!ays . . Six 
~JllHW· !:9l'ia;bles . 4,a.}:l \.j i~ elW· :y,~~E}q ! ~pr, itf~ e._,preparatrnn of .eciucabonal 
cm em a ff rn·s. P eople 's halls,);~l?.rariies,)f and schools are springing 
~p"'i~ .aill.,diJ.'jeotio-ns. 11 ; 1., 11 ii 11 r·. ·r" ,. ,,: ' . 
;:·:;~F~h~~;P1M~,;.; ~W~VA~Y .. ~.}1~s·, ~B~P- . t4-~ inadequate numbt~r. of 
~~~~~fil:~r~ - ~a,y,'~~la}ilY.i i. }tit;Jl~hiip» ~~'flp~~ng g~aqually got over. G.orki 
1l.9'91f.~-iPftfY,7 in.;. fi 1 sp.e~rta~ r fl)_:>p~ql .tp . th:e, j,ntellectuals, las.t autu~'!1 
·wq1eh_,;~}ilf?,Ce/H1~d)E\. ~n~p0wg l~r~e.- :rwml;xers of them to help . with 
~~Ei: re~Yil1irt~9~hJhEi; J?ha1?1S·, ,!qr, ~p~e ~µ~d,T~ds~ :o,f sch0ols which were · 
lJ/ifJ.i}flg/£~<t JY8f\Et· a h o1ppe J?~Re1eed;eil: Wfth. ,'.', . . . 
.;flit ·1'.}}JE(1 , ,-ilh~~ :~ 5l'AtJi~V:~P·Pr01. ,a1i ii~4·~s , .is 1 st~a;,d1ly becon~mg more 
~qHt·fi!If:HfPfb~,~1~1.lil>fi» Aa~,t'Pl J~~_gjg 1 . ~9. , Jeat:·'.·[ ~Y1:1t . . The Ma.nch_ester 
Gv~:Wi'q,ip. , rlP\1l~h~h~d.J~t1.~ f>P~W?fh.FP;¥ LIEY~.he .. Urquhart., a promment 
~t<?H~. ~~lj~ .oJ · IIJ}aj~rn. ~; cq.tpP. . .af.;ii~., s_ .i~ )R, µssi,a, , to the ~.ha:reh?lders. of 
0.1:1¥i .~9tJ h w11 ©OHy·ern·Ei;·::R;t} JJ>~w~e!Il~.e,1t ;1(} .. . 1.H e talks of t-he_ Immense 
'ffttU.ftlfpf 1t.n,es.8: 1g?k b i, P?PJ?gf.\ ;iz1P;cJ,, .l~~d, , and coal mi!ies. ~e 
d, V-J!lfi~ ( ,. pe.f.~1rJ~ 1 (.,. p1~ .. ,. -.i.>~~~r£t}:wlQ.er,s, , . . the .. ,prospect. of get~mg 
#.JB ~qY;O.iq~q 1?-rYvJ?J;.@V.Vs· .~t\ .iiffft :; ?vY.fl!f- pn_cef!· f~·p~ on.~ ?f t.11e~e mmes 
B:}fl~~·,' 9£, c.?u~i:;e: v_u9tU rJPtµ~t Ptr~P , ~p _,g.e.~ Alhed m1ht~ry mterven­
~i'J?Eo'8~tm .c:: P·l~11 ~p~!eiq~1:i~ 1S\1J?~Effll~ . pp,we,r ,must be m one hand, 
!Jii~i~WlllfHbE};~ - W ~~s Ji~~Yirt~ A~m!ml. ~ol~C?h{1~~1 : the. mi,litary dictator 
w~,91 ~SlSi i,,~pjtH?H~py~l.1 J1t:ms,el;f": a t, 1 P rr,isk, t ,iJlicic;lentally an:es.ting the 
1Ht·m~·~i% 0£,iYf1e ,Qqn~ti~lrn~tdt.PP.~mb,lj! ;-..y4q .suppose4 themselves 
t£tB~J .. -wwj~g i~ ~W~l ?tr1~:~Ali<?<c~·~tiq . \}.Q'.':'~r~m~nt th~re. He seems 
ta{}~J~.F.~W4 lEtrge~y fw· p~f'l·: J,:·~iYi$U:He9JO.J? .. ;t.J.1e,, re-est-abhsh~~ent 0£ t?e 
St~~ .~l14~9~#.~. · · ~ ~::• ,f[}Sf,,:{J;na;!}f(.{fl)n wv;n~ter1, , a former nigh officrnl 
Wt.~. ~~1~ dt~~r~9m_..~t~·~.l;J?.s~ t :G?Pi~\J ~~ 1 ibe . 1t~e same pe.rso;i as tl.1e 
Russian manag~r; lp; 17v+rri• JJ,rq}i1Jp.i.f t , s1 m +nmg._ c6mpames: , . 
'.lo 1 tl;~;ybNr,-~io.1,~· .; ~_ lj&~ :i~o~t~ ~~~\er~iy, ~,as 1Pu~lished 8orne. details. 
a~:9V-,~·1 Jng~, .. 1f?..w,e.i~H:ap. l_IlJ~e;r;~eljltwnrw.a.s , .e~gi:ieered, wh1~h the 
G)p;y;~rV-I,!W:9\P·9ns~g · rt>u t~ :. 1s: 1fl-p;t l~J1h~ .p~b~1c mterest to d1~cus.s . . 
.I~ '.J~tffH~f;oa .jf~1~fh-?tr t~o- J>Ht'Ofe ,,t fl,e .s,1g;rp~g . pf the ~rest:L1t~vsk 
~~~fY.~~r~e~~fh '~R~v1r_i;'~o~~~~Yt r :if1ar~,4.~c'(_1 ,to; Raymond Robms. th.e 
l'JID!r!3~18r~t~BIVi~HH~·iR:Y~~}~:,.Q..f : ~_J;i,e ).,q1e.~~~N?i ,Red (Jros.s,. a c?m~um­
c~~1°. ·i :P.. ~Jo.,F·;·.·.'·'."W.,1. ~s gu.:~ .~~~t~n.~ . 11the,;rrr ~o;-µ,ld:. refuse. to. s1~n it _1£ t·he 
·V·:;ti'i&· ;_Wp·;u!,(i.;'.51e~s-v.,w. t_p~~r)?,.f ts,_~:giHmi ~upport m ~reakmg off 
th_y .Jt1~~oji.~afow·.§ li~;~~ LWoJtM ·!?fn+Hr fpqJ!; a~d ~rms. . At least two 
copies. were at once cab1ed fo. Washmgton, but Lansmg prevented 
\N~l.~pJl tl~R_9:~iP;ig p-~ jts L~x~sr~~t.\se, ;}~Pti~, ~ft!3r he ha~ announced his 
dtl&rnif1~1 ,HL ffv?;\lfo R~.r;n~E?f(y,e11~~on-,._; 1 .• ; 1-When; Robms. r~turned to 
4rrrn;1pfth h·~ ~1prw{ l:p,. 11 )Yfl;~~'. d,µ,pn~,. ~Y:ver,al weeks to_ ~ecm;e an 
a?-. A\f1n~m. ~v}7t ii1 . ¥i:~ J.W~l~on,, : ~n~,1'Y~~ ";v,avne~ both by trie Govern ­
meP.;£ ,.at:i;d,. , 1-i P, .~A d'. 1 Qros~ ·.aut_ho1iftI!3~ J.hat .he was not to make. any. 
-11 -~le· ··ffoat ~Jtrit (} ,·'1£h·e·.··· t;: · ~dt '/'"r,-,:·-·.,. - · · , 
P~11Jtl£ v01, · ~ !1 ;11 fli ~ · 1ri~-q-~J , 1'' il " H" ~- , , • . . ~ -

~1.,.111 .PHBnfli9"0t,~~r . ,W;J-(:t;L~0;~~~f}gf?.r .Wr.t.o:. l1~d . JUS.t re.u~r_n;cd. from 
P ~J ~,1:~1~urn:r:~ ~nJ1?f~11' ~.n,1.pe;.<?·¥· -R~'f.ym~rn~· ~ that , t~e f\lhe~. sho,u~cl ' 
s \J<9,R.J ~¥m~1f:c.; Rff}.: ~H~1l m _r~h~ ; d4~t·; -/}g.~111~~ the ~ov1et Gove~nment 
"~1i~Le. 1r the~~ - i :;;, ~M~~,t/ ·11m1 e,,": .... r1 (1-.,i ;. ··· . ... · 

~.:.;·,}icaptain Sadouf was'. 'sent '. uo Russia , at Albert Thomas 's 

rnquest. to g~~n,. infor~_atiol1; - ~~ol!-~ . t~e ;wt~al pq~~:H!:">n. -in R~ssia 
for the French .,G-0vernment. .He w.nt,es,. to a frien.d m Pans on 
September J, ': · ~" I -ha've · now. aome··tn ·the conclusien t.hat L enin 
and Trotsky have a clear-er vision than w e opportun.ists and con: 
cWatory Socialist~ , and that. they are gre~~er r~alists. . Facts 
seem already to prov e them right . . . in all fields, adrninis.tra­
tive, military, and economic, the amount of c.r'leatirn work' is 
immens,e . . . if the · Soviets had 'not been cut .. off from their 
grapari~sJ t,heir industr~al centres? the~r iron and. co~l mines.~ ap."d 
their petrol~um wells; if they had not been ruined, ~ta1·:v·~,d ; ~iqca 
blood-soaked by the foreigner ; if they had 'only had to fight 
against. the Hussian bourgeoisie . . . and the· .counter-rev:0lution, 
who knows but that they would already have succ-ess;fully car~ied 
through the :firs.t, stage of the Communist organisation. The So.a.­
ialisation of Russia will become more profound. The depression 
and then t-he revolt of the m asses, o.f . the people in enemy coun­
tries will become more threatening. The na.tions of Eur6pe w1!1 
turn their eyes to a democratic ideal pur-er and. more fratern al. 
.... Thus will humanity change the bloqdy nig~1tmare which 
has tortured it fo 'four years into a wonderful dream." 

. F .C.C ... 

4;N: ~N.ll-BOLSHEVIK ALLIANCE . WITH GERMANY ? 

The following. letter .appeared ~n · the Mainc·hester~ Gua1·di'a:n 
of J anuary 3 :- . 

, Sir,-1 find the :following 'in V 01·warts of December 6, printed 
at the. head of its columns:-

Neu e N achrichten_,__a paper 'Published at Re1rdiansk, on the ~ea of 
A?off-publishes the following manifesto ·of t he Allies, wlw are about to 
interv·ene in Russia. :-· " We inform hereby t.he inh::>,bitants of Odessa. :and neighbourh00.d that 
we have arrived on the terl'itory of Russia with the (i.bject · of r-e.stor ing 
order and freeing the· country from the Bo1shevik usurpers, for · which .reason 
the reports spread by the Bolshevik provoca.tors that the Allied troops have 
come to South Russia. in order to drive out the Germans lJ..re abso~utely 
faJs.e. Both the Germans and our.selves have come her·e, not as conquerors· 
but a~ 1c.hampions of right. Hence their objects and ours ' are ' i'dentical. 
The reports of impending fights are not true, and a.re being circulated with 
the 9,bject ·of sowing a panic, All the unhealthy elements in Russia- that 
is, the Bolsheviks: and their adherents-are hereby placed out.side law, and 
persons harbouring them will be handed oveJ.· to courtrmartiail. W e do1 not; 
recognise any organisa.tion except those fighting the Bolsheviks-the V 61un-, 
teer and Cossack armies, as well as tJ,e troops1 of the Constituent Assembly. 
Hence all organisa.tions which are in possession o:f a.rms a.re ordered .to 
deliver them to the specia.lly appointed repr-esent.ativ.es· ofr the international 
army section." 

The manifest o js signed-Sir Nevile ( ?), for 'England ; - Hours, for 
F:ra.n.c.e; Gaj a.ni, for Ja pan; S. ( Z.) Holinsky, for Russia; Saniti, ·for I taly; 
O'Reimann, for Belgium ; Silitch , for Serbia; Kargit , for Greece; Grinesku, 
fo1~ 'Rumania. 

I : cannot imagine that Vorwiirts should have invented the 
manifesto, nor that. the Neue Nachrich.ten should have dared to 
fabricate s.uch a document under: t be ey.es of the Allied .. Army .Jf 
Qccupation. The manjfesto is a puzzle to m e. I know t hq,t we 
are no longer. at war with· the Germq,ns, but I did not know that 
we had concluded an allian0e. with them a:gains.t the Bolshevik_s. -
Yours , ·, ·etp., QuRiou.s . 

London , J a nuary 1. 

TO LABOUR. 

Shall you complain who feed the world? 
\.Vho clothe the world ? 
\ Vho house the world? 

Shall you complain who are the world, 
Of what the world may do? 

As from this hour 
You use 'your power., 

· The world must follow you ! 

The world's life hangs on your right h?nd·! 
Your strong right hand ! 
Your skilled rig4t hand! 

You hold the whole world in your hand ~ _ . 
See to it what .. you do. ! 

Or dark or light, 
Or wrong or right, 

The world is made by you ! 
Then rise as you never rose before ! 

Nor hoped before ! 
Nor. dared before ! 

And show as was never shown befor~ 
The p_o,v~~ that l ~e~. in · y~·l\ t 

Stand all as one ! · 
See just ice done ! 

Believe, a nd D,are, and Do· ! 
C HARJ.,OTTE P ERKINS S'I'ETSON. 
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NOTES. 
The El~ctious. 

_ . There is weeriing a?d wailing and _gnashing of teeth in Labour 
circles because t?e 11.ttle yY elsh wizard '' has managed to wangle 
the <?eneral ~.lect10n 111 his favour. ~eally, one would imagine 
that it was qmte unusual to do such things ; that the Parliamentary 
g.~me w::i-s always played in a strictly honourable manner, simply 
with a view to finding out what the electors wanted. As a matter 
o:f fact, i~ ne;er has been ~°': Every party seeks to force an elec­
tion at the time most suitable for itself, and Lloyd George's 
opponents have " got it in the neck " strictly according to the 
rules of the game. Speaking at the Central Hall , Westminster, 
on November 16, Lloyd Georg.e said: . 

'' There are times. when an Opposition is essential to good 
government. But those are times when political events are so 
dull, so unexciting, that if it had not beeri for party no one 
would have taken the slightest interest, and therefore you have 
to get ihe artificial stimulus which party fightin o- aives fo, make 
peopl~ think,_tha t there is something big happecin1g when . really 
there is nothmg at all.'' · . 
N~w, ,~owever, w~;n " th~ air of Europe is quiver!ng with 

:evolution, . and when t:-vo-th1rds of Europe have been swept by 
its devastating. plague,'' capitalism must rally to its standard ·all 
who can be relied ·o n to guard it safely and now the Old Guard 
have swept aside or smashed up all th~·se who would not swear 
loyalty to it. · 

The1 Simple Way Out. 
But it matters very little to the workers who sit in Parlia­

ment. As we pointed out last month, the rules of procedure 
th~re have .peen drawn up in such a way that

1 
it is impossible to 

bnn~ about any gre~t changes by Parliamentary methods. The 
election. of such an. overwhelming majority of reactionaries is the 
bes~ thmg that could have happened, as many workers will now 
realise h'.ow .ho~eless it is to expect anything from that rotten and 
corrupt 111stitution. As we Anarchists have .so dften pointed out, 
!~e work~rs hold all the weapons with which to gain their freedom, 
if they will only use them. . Tht;ir masters are really helpless by 
themselves, their strength lymg 111 the fact that they have always 
~een able to rely on one section of the workers to oppress the rest. 
Suppose the workers (and in this word we include everyone who 
do.es useful and necessary work) decide to work the land, rn'ines, 
railways., etc., soJely for the benefit of the people, without paying 
tax, rent, or interest to parasitic landlords and shareholders who 
is th~re to prevent them? No one, except those members ~f the 
work!ng Class who have put on uniforms as soldiers or policemen. 
And if they refuse to shoot their fellow-workers, the Revolution is 
brought apout without · any bloodshed. The landlords and share­
hoJders would see the game was up, and in a few moaths would 
set~le down ~m a basis of equality and become quite decent men. 
It is all so simple. The Houses of Parliament could then be usgd 
·as a museum in v.1hich to exhibit those relics of a bygone age 
the ballot-box and the policeman's baton! Of course the plac~ 
would have to be disinfected first. ' 

Work-Who For? 
The Daily Mail is very much concerned at the fact that so 

many .people are .still holiday-making, .and have not settled down 
to senous work smce the Armistice. "It is time that the holiday­
makers, ·even those who have most deserved holiday set to work 

. " Th . ' agam. . ere is so mu.eh to be done. '' For every willing 
worker, m almost every sphere of life, there is work waiting, high 

Push the sale of '' F d '' ree om . . 
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pay waiting, and a land of promise waiting." That last phrase 
is cielightful. " A land orf promise." During .th,e .election,, cam­
paign. the land (and· the Press) was foll of promises. · A million 
new houses, . land for soldiers~ a war with Russia, the hanging of 
the Kaiser, Germany to pay all our 'war foans_:__enough ''to mak~ 
the elect~~s' mo~ths wat.er . . . But we ~lways rem_emb~r .. the . old 
proverb, Promises are like pie-crust--made tp 'be broken-." And 

· N orthcliffe knows it. What he really
1 

means is, get back to work 
so that he and all his· pals can ·draw interest on the 'rrioney they 
lent ~ the Government. He i knows the Russians cannot pay, an'd it 
looks as though Germany will not. · So he 'wants ,Tommy Atkins 
to take off his khaki and get 'bac.k to 'the mines and f'actories 'and 
w0rkshops and slog away harder . . than . before .. · Somehow, · we 
seem to hav:e an id.ea that T~rniny sees thro,ugh the game aqd .will 
not be such a simple fool as N orthcliffe thinks him. Tommy has · 
fou~d out that though. they lost the war, the Geri1:1ans have gaine'd 
their freedom. He will be a fool, he is . thinking · if he wins · the 
"war for_ freedcJm," but stili remain~ .?- wage s~a~e~ It. looks as 
though there may be a su~prise i~, store. for N Oirthc~iffe and his pals. 

THE ALLIES' .. INTERV_ENTION CANT. 

· At last ~he British Governme~t has broken: its iong silence 
upon the all-important questions. of intervention in I-\iussia. Lord 
Milner"s; statement, op. behalf Qf the · -war Office is the usual 
jumble of lies and inaccuracies :which we have so long been . led 
~o expect from a Government department. We note with much 
mt~~est ·that he commences by depreciating · the number 'of 
B1?tish tr~ops actually in Russia afr the. present time. This . is 
evid~ntly mten.ded as · a. sop to tho15e working women · who are 
contmually asknig when their .soldier men are to be .demobilised. 
. . The s_tat,ement issued by Lord Milner in its attempt to 
Justify the Government~s act.ion in continuing war with Hussia 
?a~ find no o~he! justification than that: (1) . The Russian people 
msisted on sign.mg peace with Ger:qiany; (2) That .. they handed 
m~er the Black Sea Fleet to Germany (as . a result of the Rrest­
Litovsk Treaty, which forced · this surrender upon them); (3) 
That they attacked the Czecho-Slovaks in Russia. (T'he attack 
was started by the Czecho-Slovaks.) , . 

As an ad~ition .to the. abdv·e-mentioned, Lord Milner very 
gener?~sly waives aside the question of the enormous quant.ities 
of military stores lying at Archangel and Vladivosfock stores 
which the Russian Bolshevik Government were not eve~ asked· 
to pay for before the · Allied . troops took .the law into their own 
h~nds by treacherously , seizing Vladivostok and Archangel. · He 
gives as a further reason for the. Allied intervention "Lliat it, is s, 

· ques~ion of honour with the Allied Governments to support the 
, ;~act10nary elements. in their fight against the Workers.' Republic. 

, , ~ow can vv_e, '' he ·asks with characteristic British hypocrisy, 
simply because our own immediate purposes. have been served; 

come. away a:r:i-d leave them [_the reactionaries] to the tender 
mercies of their and our. enemies before· they have had :time to 
arm, train -and organise · so as to he strong enough .to .defend 
themselv~s:? . It -yvould 1:1e an abominable betrayal, contrary to 
ev~ry Britrnh mstmct of honour and humanity. . . . . If the. 
Allies. were all to scramble out of Russia at once the. result would 
~lmost certainly be that the barbarism .which 'at present reigns 
m a ·part only of that country would. s:preaci over the whole of it.'' 
Here we have the capitahsts;' recognition of the class war. So 
much for · Lord Milner-' s ·official declaration, which we heartilv 
welcome because in it he. openly declares. it to be the intention 
?f the Allies to supp.ort the monarchis.t_s and capitalists who are 
mt~nt upon d~s.troymg the Bolshevik regime so that the inter­
nat10nal financiers may receive their pound of flesh. 

In order to understand something of . the true condition of 
affairs· in ·Russia it is necess.ary to· turn to the accounts · of travel­
lers who have just returned from that country. ·. On every side 
we'. learn that not only . have . the · Workers' · Republic ·organised; . 
rehef :vork, fed and clothed the starving _ population, but that; 
e.ducat10:Q. has been promoted, . new· universities founded, art and 
literature encouraged, and Ias.t., but not le.ast, the peasants have 
ta~rnn th~ land and the indust:rial workers are becoming some .. 
thmg a little more human: than under the old · capit.alist ·regime of 
the late T'sar. · · 

In the New· Statesmiin of' December 21 it is 'declared -to he 
authentic tha~: " ~rder in Russia is more thoroµghly established 
than at any fame smce the fall of the Tsardom and food· dis.tribu­
tion is. better organised ·than at any ·time during the ·whole war. 
Factories are rapidly restarting work '80 far .as raw ·materials can 
be obtained. . . . . The Bolsheviks · are, although they have 
be~n hampered by. undesirable. tools; cleaning the country o.f 
bribery and· corrup~i~n. . . . The ·gr.eat mass ·of the professional . 
and petty bourgeoisie · Jia ve gone over. to the Bolsheviks during 
the autumn. In the large towns the ·workmen are almost 
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una.n.i~ou~ suppo.r.ters of the Soviets, and the annivers.8.ry demon­
strations m the first week of November created 0vervwhere 
~.cenes of e~traordin~ry popular enthusiasm. The pea.sants were 
~o~ a long time hostile . But : . . , . _ ·bhe great majority . being 
now keen supporters of Bolshevik rule.'' 

In the light of this and other testimony to the . aood results ' 
-t~~t h~ve follovyed the Bolshevik revolvtion or a yea

0

r ago, Lord 
Milner s . statem:nt appea~s as a ~lass. plea for vengeance .on the 
part of the Allied financiers agamst the mass of the Russian 
people, who have had the courage to free themselves from all 
th.e horrors of capitalis.t rule. So . we can be quite sure in our 
mmds that it is the r.e-institution of the old regime that is con­
te1:11plated by the Allies . Already the name of the Grand Duke 
Michael has been mentioned in connection ·with the new so-called 
Russian .Government that the Allies have formed in Siberia. 

.Alr~ady the neces.sit:y of catrying out operations on a large s.cale 
agamst the . Bolshevists. has been emphasised in . the N E;W York 

· paper~,· The New York ~u_n dis~oses of the. matter by declaring 
that tho:igh. the ~xped1tion will neces.sarily be of a military 
character, it will be m no sense a war waged against the Russians, 
~ut .. rat~er an extension of the idea of police duty to protect 
for~1g~ mtere~ts as well as the ip.terests of civilian Hussians." 
Our capitalist enemies know that in order to arrange the neces-

. a.ary .'' s.phe~es ?£ interests '' for the, purpose of subsequent 
€xplo.1tat10n it will be necessary to make some show of p;rocuring 
~us~rnn peace delegates who can be trusted to ·support the finan-
·mal mterests. of the Allies. · 

Pr~nce ·Lvoff, spe~king recently upon the necessity for having 
Russian repr~sentat:ves at t~e Peace Conference, . wound up his 
plea for c~ntmued mtervent10n by stating that '' Hussia hegan 
the war with the same aims a.nd ideals with which the Allies 
have won the war "-that is, the capitalist idealism that 
prompted the S-ecret Treaties and caused the massacre of 
miUi~ns of _Russ~ans in order .that Cons.tantinople should be 
secured for Rvssian Imperialjs.m. Prince Lv·off's staternent is 
neatly put when he speaks of the "aims and ideals" with which 
the. Allies hiwe won the, war. It is the idealis~ of briga:ridage 
which h as used, and is still using, the wor-kers. of one country to 
murder the. vvorkers of another. · 

. 'I1he whGle of the recent Allied statements on the Husshn 
situation breathe the spirit of the Class War. They rernind us 
that the pos.ition which we- took up at the outbreak of war has. 
be.en more than justified. They show us more forcibly than ever 
.that the worker·s, ,of one country have no real quarrel with ·\;he 
workers of. any o~her. That the one war upon which all workers 
should urnte nationally and internationally is the Class War. 
But the workers of this country have yet to I.earn thaL at present 
our Government of expl?iters occupies all the s.trategic positions. 
It has refused to abolish the press. and postal censorships or 
:epeal D.O.H.A. It ca:t1efully prepares an-a "cooks" all the 
mformation the masses. ~eceiv·e from their daily newspapers . It 
h~s postponed ·the. meetmg of the Peace Conference in order to 
endea.vo~r to crush_ the Russian Workers' Republic in th6 spring, 
and, m its ~.on.tempt for Labour, asserts that the Labour peace 
delegates will be allowed ~o atten~ some of the meetings. of the 
Pea~e Conference .. Th.us is orgarnsed L abour repaid fol' its great 
services to . the capitalist Governments in the war l 

May it be demonstrated to them in the near future thn.t foe 
. cause of the Russian people is theirs, and that the fate ·0f the 
:_vo~k~rs of al~ Europe depends upon the fate of the Russian 8oc­
uilist. Republic. Let them remember that just . as. the workers 
of ~his country helped to betray the great French Revolution by 
their suppor.t of the Napoleonic war, just as their apa.thy the~t 
helped to nvet, the . :fe.tters. of slavery upon all the European 
wo~·lrnrs, s.o ;~ay thei~ mact10n J?-OW help ~o s.ecure the " spheres 
of mfluence for which the Allied financiers have been fighting. 

Let the workers realise this and: get on with the onl v war 
tDat counts-the Class War. ,. 

REPORTED MURDER OF PETER KROPOTKIN. 
T A t:elegram from Bergen to Stockholm says that "Prince 

Kropotkm , the well-known Communist , has been murdered. The 
~olshevists deny responsibility for the crime." No details wer l:3 
given, and as so L?any lies a;bo.ut_ Russia appear in the press we 
must refuse to believe the above telegram, hoping it will eventn­
ally turn out to be simply another effort to discredit the 
Bolshevists. 

HANDS OFF RUSSIA COMMITTEE. 
. A . ~as.s Meet ing to demand· the jmmediate withdra·wal of 

the Bntish Expeditionary Forces from Russia will be held at th.) 
Memorial Hall, Farringdon Street·, London (near Ludgate Circus\ 
on Saturday, January 18. Doors open at 6-30 p.m., commence 
at 7-30 . . All se·ats free. · 

RECENT .N~WS FROM RU~SIA. 
I -~ .. - , ,·, -

.- Th~ follDwing;· letter · is· fron:i , the correspondent who sent the 
mterestmg notes. on "Life in Moscow'' which appeared in the 
September (1918) issue of FRE.EDQM. . 

· ODESSA, December 12, 1918. 
.. I have only be'en here from· Moscow about four weeks .. _ .. The 
Jcmrney took a week -and ·a half, a. journey which should. onhr 
take three days. I had ·to cress the frontiers. in the dead of ni<Yht 
and undertook the journey with an experienced Russian friend 
who had done .this journeiY many times. The reason I left 

·J\foscow was the hunger, which I could stand no longer. Food 
-could not be secured for love or money . . · It · became so · acute for 
me that I found I could n.Dt stand at work, and the winter wa.:3 
coming along, and, mind you, it is sDme winter and to stand the 
winter you must have plenty of food. As some' idea of what footl 
cost without cards, this is the price just lately: Bread,· 9s. a· lb Y; 
butter, £2 a lb .. ; potatoes, 2s . a lb.; and so on· this was the 
price one paid if the food could be got. The Go~ernment took 
very strong measures against anyone sp.eculating. in food, and 
conse9uently there was v~ry little. except that supplied by cards .. 
Food Is served by categories; that is, hard labour men are in the 
first class. I was in the second, and received ! lb. of black bread 
fo~ two days, 15 lbs .. .. of potatoes for a month, i lb-. of mea t for 
a montn., and 3 eggs. As for sugar and butter, I had not seelt 
any durmg my last three months in Moscow. Just . imagine, 
for s.upper, two apples, i lb. bread,. and about 4 · glasses of 
Russ.ian tea. There was no nutriment in any of the dinners one 
~ad. I _used to hav.e two in order to keep me satisfied for a 
little .while . They cost me . :\-5 roubles., almost half a :day's pay. 
Horse. mea.t .was. sold at ~s . a lb., and I haa my share of it. It 
was. hke hvmg m a bef:lieged fortress. C.onditions, would have 
been worne had i~ not been for the wonderful orP"anisation of ·the 
Bolshevik, or, better still, the Communist Gove

0

rnment . ... 
I. must a~mit that I did not like leaving Moscow. Although 

_one Is practically .starving, one lives the ideal Ide there. 
Capitaljs.m and sp~c1:1lation are almost •done. away with; everyone 
has to work, otherwise they ·do not get the little food that js to 
be got. The finest hotels., have been turned into Soviet buildings; 
the finest. cafes (and there are some nice ones, too) are now only 
for the workers. One has. to show his Union card before he can 
e.nter, and the~ he can obtain coffee and other things cheap and 
listen to classical music. · Wonderful concerts are arranged for 
the workers, and I have listened to some of them. Then there 
are the theatres : the workers get the first seats. I went to the 
Opera House and the Art Dramatic Theatre, two of the best 
theatres in Russia, and the performances were the most wonder­
ful I have ever seen. Wonderful ballet dancers are the Rmrnians, 
also their dramatic acting wants beating. · . 

Now as. to the political situat-ion. The Communist Govern­
m ent are going ve.ry strong, overcoming all thefr opponents in 
every par.t of. B:u~s1a . They have a very strong army consisting 
of over. two m1ll10n men, well a.tll1:ed and trained; they carry 
·everythmg before them. _The Alhes. have ~ big job before them, 
and I should no~ be surprised if the Allies do not succeed. The 
Bolsheviks do most strategical fighting with paper. To mv know­
ledge in Moscow they issued newspapers and pamphlets i~ aJmost 
every language under the sun. For instance, thev issued a news­
paper in English, three in German, and tb:.ree i~ Polish , The 
~ulgarian, Aust~ian, ·Turkish, and finally the. German rnvolu­
~rnns. were brought about mainly through their propaganda . A 
few weeks. before the GerirJ.an R~volution I heard two of the hest 
men on fo.re jgn affairs speak in Moscow. These two mEm are 
Steklov and Radek . The former is the editor o'f the Bolshevik 
daily newspaper, a paper superior to the Times; the latter is the 
leading and shining light i:q. the Foreign Office under rrchitcherine, 
and real~? the brains ?n foreign affairs . They said that just 

. before vv i~son st·ated his peace terms,. the German military class 
were off ermg to overthrow the HolS.heviks if the Allies would 
allow them to retain Alsace-Lorraine . The Germans. knew t.he 
Allies wanted to do this. themselves, but it was not in. thei~ power 
then. Radek and Steklov told the Germans their offer had come 
too lat e,. and in a month's time-well, everybody knows what 
happened in Germany . . · 

In this part of the world, especially Odessa, nothi.ng is 
normal yet. As, you know, a year ago the Bolsheviks were in 
power here . Another party, known as. the Social Revolutionaries, 

. who are slightly more Right than the Bolsh~viks, wanted to gain 
tpe GQve.rnment ~f the_ U~uaine,. and having no support amongst 

. the people or soldiery, mv1ted the Germans to come in and clr:iv?. 
out the Bolsheviks ,, which thev did . The Germans did 'n.O.t. mincl 
?ccupying ~h~. Ukraine, as they knew the country is very rich 
m food, espemally sugar . . They us·ed the country as a convalescent 

. home for thejr soldiers off the Western Front. As soon as . t.l1e 
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Germans were m~s.ters here they arrested all these Social 
Revolutionaries-known as the Rada- and put them. in jail, and 
then formed a new Government consisting of the worst autocrats 
ifhey could :q.nd. When the Austrian ··and German. Revolutions 
took place, the Austrians opened the prisons and let mt all 
jhe political pris-0ners. The -leader of the Social Revolutionaries, 
Petloor by ·name, ·sobll' ·gather·ed some soldiers and armed men 
;,round him, · and with the aid · of the Bolsheviks started actiTe 
·work. · He took the c.apit~l, Kieff, and was· working his · way on 
to Odessa, t aking every tow'n and village with very little npposi­
ll.on from· the existing .Government. This. evemng, a~ I am 
writin" this letter, the Petloorists, as they are called, ha Te 
entered Odessa. with very little· opposition; but I am sorry to sa1 
that just a few minutes .ago very heavy, :firing took place in our 
•eighbourhood. Than..k . goodness, it has ceased, as there . are a 
•idy few children in this. house. But. it is not unusual to hear 
iring here day · or night. .One dar·e not go in some street& in 
~Messa in. the e·veD;ing for fear of thieves, who would take away 

··all your·· Clothing. There is no . coal, . no · .light, nor well-
manufactured goods ·to . be had for love or money' though food 
can be got here, thank goodness for that! 

I ought to mention the way they carry out strikes here . J-'a1t 
- .,.,~eek a two days ' general strike was proclaimed against . the Gov­
ernment simply by passing the word round. There were no 
kams, no light, ·no gas, no water-simply a city of the dead. We 

·have 'in· the port _English and Frenc.h battleships : Thanks to the 
sailors we have some recerit English newspapers . . 

W ill ~rite you again at firs't opportunity. 

WHEN ~ T~E REVOLUTION COMES. 

. There is n~·w no doubt tha t the Bolshevik , Revolution begun 
in Russia has already extended itself to Germany and Austria. 
It is a monstrous and u.nthinkable thing that ~!J.glish and American 
soldi,ers qre . being used t o smash up the Bolshevik regime in 
Russ.ia, and, we can only .hope that the same fate will attend . their 
effort's a s· that w hich befell the a llied forces in their a ttack on the 
g-reat· F rench Revolution. But Capitalism has neit her a sense of 

. justice nor h~s it any bowels of compassion.. The explanation o.f 
the expedit ionary forces in 'Russ ia ·may be fou nd in the st~tement 
of t hat country's indebtedness to this and other allied countries. · 

If t he Revolution is to become English al so we shall be 
obliged to, confess at · the same t ime. the unpreparedness of the 

· organised working-class movement for any such event . . It is too 
often assumed .by Marxians . and others that working folk have 
one interest and that it is sufficient to unite them in one army for 
the war. . of the classes. · But this view of things is neither clear 
sighted nor scien~ific . ~n this. country working people are divided . 
into two classes. There are those whose labour-power is expended 
in ,the PfOduction o.f necessary -to-life commodities, and those the 
_products of whose labour go to satisfy the craving for luxury of 
the rich . . In this latter class must be included also those whose 
busir:iess it .is to help in the confinued suppression of the demo-

: cracy by th~ providing of ·munitions and men- o.f course, for 
'' defensive '' purposes only. The '' parasites '' have their lackeys 
and uph()lders, and they are to be found in every working-class 

· organisation that exists . Yet they are not regarded as traitors 
or blacklegs; indeed many of them style themselves revolutionists. 

In plain English, my thes is is this : That the man who 
forges a bayonet· has not the same interest as the man w ho forges 

. a ploughshare , thoug h both may be members of the same union . 
The purpose of the product in each case marks t he point of 
separation. It i$ " useless toil versus useful work, " as Morris 
puts it . 

Let us imagine the _thing has happened, the Revolution has 
begun. On which s ide, think you, 'Yill be found jewellers and 
bank clerks and men milliners, commercial t ravellers and jockeys 
and the sporting fra ternity generally, soldiers and sailors (naval) 
and makers .of munit ions of war--all of them beillg regarded as 
belon g ing to the working class ? It is to the interest of such 
people tha t they should suppo rt those o ut of whose funds their 
wages a re pa id . E xceptions there will be-must be-but they 
w ill' by no m eans prove the rule . Why, t he T rade U nion move­
ment has got its accumulated fu nds secur~ly fastened ·up in its 
enemies ' m oney chest s . The story of the Paris Commu ne is for­
gotten in these days. In R ussia the Revolution. began about land, 
which means food ; no revolution ever began about munitions or 
jewellery or racehorses. T he Russ ian people were in desperate 
earnest to set about the production of food. I have not yet heard 
of a ny get-back-to-the-land des ire on the part of English working 
folk. 

And I am g oing to clinch my a rg u.ment with the statement 
. that the number of " useless t oilers " is greatly in excess of the 
'' useful workers.'' Out of every three working-class individuals 

two are engaged in the production of superfluities or in hawking­
tliem about. Tfiis is the problem which faces the revolutionaries .. 
There is · a class war; but Marx did not analize it properly. 

In the event of' a Rev·olutio11 the first thing to do would be· to1 

. seize the food stores. in town and country. If ' the enemy was able 
to hold these fo~.· any length of time the revolution would be 
defeated. Havi'ng seized the. food, the next step would be to 
organise its distribution. If this is done efficiently_ it would bring 
ma,ny waverers over to. the- revolutionary side. This is obvious 

. enough, surely ! ' 
But about the pradical side of carrying through a revolution. 

K ropotkin in his " Conquest of Bread ' '-a pity that the other 
people read it first-has said all that can be said. What ought 
chiefly to concern us is the supineness of the average working 
man and 'woman. · As individ.~als they do not exist-individual­
ism has never existed-though we try ·hard enough to hope t hat 

. they are individuals in the making. When the Military Servic«­
. Acts ordered them to become soldiers why they became soldiers , 

and , ' vhat is ·worse, they p·roceeded t () insult and illtreat those 
who stood out as individuals and refused to don the khaki. T hey 
have submitted to the exact ions of the Defence of the Realm Act, 
they swallow the falsehoods of the Daily M ail and the comic 

·press generally. " We have a darned long row to hoe. " 
In a previous article I have endeavoured to indicate in what 

manner the capitalist octopus will try t o fasten itself still more 
on the co mmunity, and I shall be glad indeed to find these warn­
ings of mine to,. have been unnecessary. Man w ill yet master 
the universe I fi rmly believe ; and in this belief w ill be foumf 
t he stimulus to keep our weary feet still o n the march . 

JOHN WAKEMAN. 

OUR APPEAL FOR . FUNDS . 
The fo llowing sums have been received to January 3 · Tw@ 

Belgian Comrades , 5s.; R. Peddie, 2·s .; T .S ., 5s.; B . Lewj.:;, 4~ .. ; 
E. C. Round , 2s. ·6d . ; W . Brooks, l s.; F. Goulding, 2s.; 
Gateshead Sympathisers., £1; R. Marquez, 5s.; V . G~rcia, 2s. 6d.; 
E. Michaels., 5s.; M . Bleirs, ls . 6d.; A. Golub, ls.; Jensen, 2s.; 
G.D., £2; T . Foxall, is.. 6d.; J-0se, 10s.; J. E. CollinG, 2s. fd . ; 
W . H . Benson, Is.. 6d.; J. Colton, 2s.; J. R. Arm~trong, ~\:. 6d. '. 
E. Ratcliffe, . 5s.. In . December list J. Osborne's donation was 
£1- not ls. as printed. 

We are still greatly in need of money and hope comrades and 
. friends will do all they can to help us. · 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (not otherwise acknowledged). 
. (De.cember 6-J anuary 3.) . 

"FREEDOM: " S~BSC'Ril'TIONs.-T.S. (2), E. C. · Round , R. Marquez (2 
years), V, Garcia, S. A. Perry, F . D. Mahony, H. Bertioli, G.D. (2), J . 
Blundell, A. Smitl,, F. Le Pla., J. E. Collins (2), W. H . Benson, J. Beskin, 
J. R. Armstrong. 

I.W.W. NOTES. 
The fur workers have origanised under the auspices o.f the I.W.W. a1F 

the Clo•tJiing Workers' Indu~trial Union, ¥ur ·workers, Local 10. Many 
members have been enrolle.d. Members' meetings every Tuesday at 8 p.m., 
a.it 3, Great Garden Street, Whitechapel, E.7., when new members are aiccepted. 
-H. Franke.J, Secr·etary. 

A Soiree and Ball will take place at tl,e Crown Ha.11, 40, Redmans Row, 
Stepney Green, E.7., on Saturday, January 25, in aid of the I.W.vV. Propa­
ganda Fund. Doors open 5-3G. 
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