
· !fhe ·War Against" Revoiution .. 
At last the Allied capfralists have 11determined , to -'defy , 

tvorl}:ers ~ho ',_ar'e opposed ,to inter~entio·n in R~ssi'a, .add new 
.and stronger forces are to he ·s:errt to Arch~rigeF-and tpe '.fylµ.rman~k 
Coast at o;r;ice·. The excuses given foi· sending tr00:ps there last ' 

~ ~ t!.' ·~ ' ,'' ~ \ ~ • 

·ear were fal'se, and the new exouse, that those , troops are m 
. ·danger is. also false. · . The fact vis the rulers rec::ogriise the danger . 
to caP.italism in the ~prea~ of Bolshev:ik ' ideas, th.e rholutic~n in 

. Hungary having put . them 'in n fearfol panic, and 1' they hope to 
.stop the danger by' striking at; ,the ·source iq Petro;grad , afld ~MosFow., 

. The r:evolutionists 
1

in France; Italy and· Great Britain ~mist . accept 
tfii~ challenge aii.ct ' 'ae't v./itHout ·delay! If 'the Russian ~evohl-: 
t:i'9n is .crushed, all oth.er rev'olut io.ns will be <;:rushed in , tm'9~ 

The " Tripl~ Alliance." . · , . 
. As we ~xpetted, the t'lireatened'. strike .. of. mj~ers ·,, railwayli1~n 

.an,d tran.spe;~f' Work.ers1 ha~ been ~taved off by' compromise on _b<,>~h 
sides, ~lthough tlie final vote h~s 'not yet been tak~n. . Tl,:ie m,rners 
geC2s. ,a day increase from,.February !.' with "a seven-hour day. iri 
July, . the .six-4our day to ~ame itl;t0' for,cfi next yea,r-perha1p~; the 
transport workers have got- an incre~se in wage.s land f1 reduCtion 
of ·hours; an,d the rai1lwaymen have obtaint;d ·a f~w small concP-s­
sions, but their claim for the war bonus pay to be ·made pe'rmanent r 

was refused. There was' a' strong de'ni.arid for a istrikc to. el'.ll()fC,C 

the. point, , but J. H . . Thomas, who always acts as a"' ligve11ing. 
.conductor on . thes~" occasJons, stepped info the bi·ea.ch and savyd 
the situation for-· !h Government. Bona't La,¥ repeated the tl:freat 
1n:iade earlier iri the dispute by L loyd Ge<(rge, the~~b,Y, <?~usin~ much 
ind\gna; ion arho-ng~t Labour men .in. the .I;-Iouse .. In real~ty, ~<;w,­
evei·, he state<;l a simple fact.when lre sa1i:i that m the ev~pt of a 
strike all the resou ces of the St~ e -..\·ould be utili~ed to win, a71<;l 
to win quickly. . That' is clone in all large st~ike~ ,] an~ in ,th~ big 
railway. strike in 1912 ·wins top Ch'urohill, 'then Home •Secr.e!apy, 

· flooded the ~ .railways :w. ~tl;i troops. , ... The St~1te is organised and 
-controlled by the. c~pitalists ~nd · financiers .to' protect1 tnei own 
interests, · a'i1d they ·us,e rit .ruthlessly when they. think i~' necessary. 
Born.lt Law challenged the Triple Allian~e .t() str;ike, . and -r they_ • 

' ' declined ,· as· they· wet~ ni<?t ' prepared. for revdutio11; the ·time is ' 
rapidly approocl;iing,, however·, when a·., revolutionary situ~tibR w.ill 

,_arise, and 'then .the AlliaDce, ,rimst fight or· be crushed. To el'lsure 
· sm;cess, tb'ey ~ill hav.~

1 

to. get iiid of sori1e of 1th6~e leaders -~~o· ~re 
. .alt\va ys takir.lg the capitalists.' . s ide .' iµ " thei1{ lab?ut disputes, and 
w~o are now :fooking fo~,ara' to' nice s<?ft jobs when .natio~alisa- ·; 
t'ion takes place. · ' 

their resolution, .a.ryd w:e are cer~airi they will. be ~urprisep 
amount of stlppo,it >they will get in sweeping away tliis . vile and 
cursed thing-Cons~-r1ption·. · 1 

The Government's decision to releas~ all C.O. '.s w~o pave 
s~rved two years ih priso~ is not ei1oNgh; it ~eans that every 
c. o~ must submit to two year:s :torture before he c~n prove his 
obj·ectio.A. · to military; service . .' And those released will still be 
liab'le to be called, up again Ul)l.der the ne\;v Army Aot. Conscrip-
tion must go 

1

! · ~ · . ' . . ~ · · 
J , • • , , • 

at,\1 .~·'I •. " ---·-r.-~ . 

The U neµi ployed and the Land .. 
· With a w'orld ~aiting ~'to . b~ rebui

1

lt 3;f·ter tb
1
e o ; gie of 1 destruc-

' 'tioh of tpe past four a:nd a ·half years, we find conside;rably: oyer 
a rhillion ' men and women with 110 work to do. I That fact alone 

fh \, ._JI 'I , ·' l ' I \ ' 

· is sufficient to condemn the capitali,st system. Half pf Europe 
st'arvihg, yet we frnd iqle ' .rPen '· and idle land everywhe,f'e in' this 
country:. ,, ·why? · B~cause ,' the .landlords whom we have allowed . 
fo seize the land ' in the past refos'e to allow it to oe p.l!it into culti- ' 
yation U,fltil they are sure 9f roaking 3: profit <?Ut,pf ~ ten,.aut.' The 
'men who su"ffered the dis'c6mfort of the trenches and "went over 
,ihe•top" ~gai-~1st . the enemy' ·in the b.~lief that they wer~ thereby 
. saving »" their" countty born · invasion, .now· come B1

ack ~pd find 
,1the old . " Trespassers will be prosecu.ted " boards in the same 
places 'as ~vhen tl~ey left. .. They ~antler through the country 'and 
.See that !1?thing has changed during their a?sen_c;:e . The )and 
that was to be made '' fit for heroes '' is still fenced off from the 
ivorker's ~Y 'Lord Rackrent' or Sir George 'Midas,Z who~e ' game 
prtserves r;nust be' kept ioJaGt though heroes starve. 'B,ut· it is . not 
the wooden fences or the barbed wire that keep the workers off 
'ine· ian'd but th"eir ·slavisll worship of the musty oM ~cts of Parlia-. 

' ment .and title-deeds by which the landlords legalised their ,robbezy 
. of 

1

the j l~I)d. The men ·who charge~ · the ·German.s regardless of 
1 mac,hi11e-guns and l;iJgh explosive shells now bow the knee to the 
·landlords at noine,. and in some casts even help to protect them 
from tbose who wquld , r~d the country of 'such parasites. This 
·reverence for l'a\>\fs ' is a .gr.eater obstatle' to change tpan bayonet.:;. 

Mr.~ Brownlie and Mr. Win~sor (fate Wettin); ' 

l The frieqdly foeling _between all classes 1 brought about ~by the 
Great W ~r, is ill~stfated .in a-' striking

1

."manner by ·the frequent 
vi'sifis · of Labovr leaders to · Buckingham Palace. It , makes one 
.realise how near is tJ;iat hap,py time when the class" war will be 
forgotten and the i~dustrial l'nagn.ate will work 'Side Dy side at the 
bench with his late emplay,ees: Quite,, recently Mr. .Brownlie, 
Chairman of · the E;X!e0utiy.e Co~m~ttee of the; Am,algamated 
.S~iety of ~flgineers, stroll~cr along and called in to .see ',George, 
"'vho ' .' 'Wanted informa:ti01i/', about the course -of Labo:ur events." 

Conscl-ip~ioq ,.a.n{f -the ,C.O.~. . . ., , v ,. A.fter George had told h.im to be "absolutely fr~rik," N-fr. Brownlie 
The ·damnably inhum:,rn tr,eatment of' the C.O.s must end.'' ~xplaiQed that he ' .. '. had been a Socialist for a ' quarter- of a cent:ury, 

It is 'impossible to· believ:e· that -the Goyernment, will be a~lowecl 't9 · a~d that he thought the t!qie had co.me for a grea't ar;id 'hi.storical 
· -coi1tinue to send me9 to pris0,n on re'pe3:ted sentences f.or the- sa!11e ch?tnge in social and industrial coinditi9ns." Fancy that ! But it 

offe11ce until their health breaks dpw~, then release them to ' seems, acrnrdi£ig to Mr. Bwwnlie, tlla:t George knew •aU that and . 
recuperate, ancl re-arre£t t hem ·:\vheh it is supposed they are '.fit to n1uch 11morer. " B.e showeg ' that he ha9 st~died and understood 
undergo .another per:-iod o.f torture. "Spime have been killed pnd the various tendencies and ~1rpovements of Labour 'in Jturope, ·and 

-others drive11' insane ~y their constant irnprisoilment, and we t,hink t,hat he
11

knew 'much about ifs " le~ders." S91 Mr. Brownlie told him ...... 
the time. .ha-s no'A:' corn~ when· petitions are useless and some rno;re all about' 'his. friends ' (-?) · th,e shop' _stewards, and p.lso about a 
drastic methods necessary toi secure their release and' to prevent ,wonderful agreement with the employers w.hich had stood the test 
further victims 1bein~· secv,red. . Jh.e i:iew Conscripti<?'n Bill now of 'twenty years, a:.rn;:l been. of mutual a:dvantage to · both "partie.s. ' 
passing .through tlie House ~f Cbni·rn?ris . ~nust be defeated,~:, and, ' (Vid~er,s . .rpade r.e~orp :profits· during the, war.), "I -;am not a 
we, are glad to see that the Mmers' 'Eeder.ation "propo ·es to take Bol~hevik, and I explainedno his Majesty' the difference between 
such· st:eps in' conjl.u:iction with the organised Labour ·mo:vement\ ·that A'.'narchist.-, cre,ed ~11.d · the' resolqte p·rogressiive. effort qfi Trade 

· hoth political . and intius,trial, a~ will compel its w~thdrawal. '' V/~ . u nion'ism to secure the imp1~oveme11t of living conditi<rns· for_, the 
. ·hope this is not ,one of .those f>i?lis resolutions, fO.rgottep, as &00n ' mass by oo,qstituti6nal means. Bu{ I .:made it quite dear to the 

' . as passed,, whi'~h hinder rather than help agitation. < · The fact Kin·g, ·I ~hink, · that I wd uld 'rather 'waste·· five year,s Qf my, life , in 
th.at the Government cairnot rai,se , a voluntary. ;\rmy, ;~ven with , prison than .sacr;ifice th~ workers' right to the retention ,,of ~ the 

<higher pay and bonuses, is sufficient proof that the ~oldiers are ' s.trike weapon.,.,.' 'Someo.be who was not present says the King 
,'' fod up '' with Army :life, and c·ould easily ' be, perst:iaded ' to join 11 rbared wi,th laug~ter ·at this joke, becau.se 'he Femembered the 
·.an agitat~ot? ci.ga~nst' Cq.nscriptioq. To, .. take young men and force . Mt~nitions Act, undeF w.hich all th~ members of. __ Mr. B'row.rnie's 
.them into the. Army; to be sent to · kil~,ih all parts· g-f the world·, is Union were· liable to imprisonment and fine if they· wen:t on strike . 

. "'oPp<!.:sed,· .td .all · '011~ idea,s of , the , valu~. of . pers_onal liberty and ~eally , , Brownl'ie, old chc.:t.p, , yo:i ,Qught to ap~~ar ~t t~~ I?alladiur.n 
·d1g1'11ty, and the people who toJer:ate it proclaun ' the,mselves 1,a m a ew sketch, '' !jow r, Tickled George, with . .tickets half-
. nation of slaves. ·Let the Miners' . F~deration aot· in the terms <{r price 'f 0·r A. S. E. members. ·' , 

1 

·- • 

k 



'-/ 

.!. r4 • ~ • '• , .,., 

" .. \ 
r 

( 

I 

' ' 

f {~, !;14 ~ ,fJl.) 
; : i.·

1
·" :''

1
. "-!J.,2'! fe. ..... I tB.Jil:JlDOM. :A ~~r~,. 19HL 

" ~ ~--~7";'--~~--,--,.~~'--~~--'-~~--';.....,...:::.........:_:._~__;_;_~....:...:..--..:.:-4...-__::._~~~~~~~~~~~~.....;_~--=--~_:...--=--~~...:.:..,..-=~......;....~..::.....:.~~~~~:.--,,,-

· ~ . ' 

ABOUT 
. .;' 

The sucoe_~s of the H_upigadan SQcialists in esta~lishing a 
·Soviet:-IR.epublic bas~ed ~·!1 the dictato)rs_hig of the woiio:ke-r.s and ta~ 
immediate alliance· of th~ir Repuhli.'.c -With Soviet Rus·s.i,a i~ another 
~elcome and immenseiy important advan.ce along the. road w'hich x 

is r~pidly bringing the Soci-al Revolution nearer to Western 
Europe. . ~ 

It is reported that a meeting of the full corµmith~e of the 
Austr:.ian Workers' Council, with F. Adler in 'the chai:r, was -held 'to 
consider a message from the Hungarian Socialists inviting them . 
to follo""'. suit ·and j-0iin the Russian-Hungarian Soviet Alliance. 
It w.as tpought to be impractieable for the momen~, as .their food 
·supply entirely depends oil the Entente ; but it · was decided · ,,, to 
be ready-for iaH eventualities, and to proceed as rapidly a-s po:ssibie 
with the developlrnent of Soviet organisation.'' The latte{ part 
of _ their decisi'on can be rec0mmended to English _.and other 
Socialists. ~ · 

_ :Probably Soviet Socialism -is already invincible, alt.hough -0ur 
capitalist and Labour politidans · seem 'to0 blind to see this. 

. P·erhaps there i~ nothing bourgeois g-overnments and parliaments 
. ?r ,even the~r League o.f ~ations can do which cqu"ld now preve.nt 
1ts spread -across the wor_ld. But tlle stea~y extensi:on ·of Sv.viet 
Russia to its _old bounqaries_, in~luding the Ukraine, South Russia, 
Cl,nd the Baltic Pr:ovinces, th~rsplendid acc~ssion of strengfh from _ 
Hungary, and the continued development towards \iVorld Revolu­
tion, which is showing itself in ·an sorts of plac;es., are beginning 
to make the inevitableness of , Social Revolution obvious to even 
the most obtuse. f · 

' . Wher; the_ colossal changes brought .. about - by the · Soviets 
du.ring the _last few months in organising 'in various parts of the 
world a S?9ial·ist, ty~e qf soci~ty. are oomp1<:1:red. 1~ith t:_he lack of 
results gained by orthodox Parhamentarv Socra11st and Lab'our \ . . . . ' " , 
partle~ m any . country, ..._the gross impertinence of the resolutions 

~ . . ' 

with <a total capit.al of 304 million .roubles. Duf ing. Lhe' wh~l~ of 
19:1·5,, 34 cqmp.ames 0.n~y were formed witn a totaf -capitaj of 40 
million roubles:· Du:r;_ing the.' whole of -~9116 44 _· companies onJy 
were s.~arted '¥'1th a t·€Y.t;al capital o.f 48 m1H1on r-0<ub1les. .. 

. Ac_cou_n:ts ·have ~£t.~'n been given 9·f the terrible amount of _un·: .. 
~1PJ?J~y.me1;1t. in. ~u_ss~a, - ·whic9. cap.it.ali_st.s attl'~bute h> the i:hca­
pac1t;y.· of the So~1et~- to org:aruse production-ratio,tplly. Naturally 
'notning is ever .s.aid -abot,it the attempted strangle .hold· on Russian 
industry. thrQugh the Allied blockade q.nd miJitaty a'iYentures in 
various 11arts of the q>untry" Last August the Moscow 'Pravda 
gave the unemployed statistics for th'e .district. From February 
19 to July 16, l lp,804 unemployed were registered; of these 23,203 
were still unemploy~d on July 16. . During the first halt of July 
8,234 uneII}.ployed were registered and jobs were found for 5;275. 
T'hese figures will compare very favourably with English figures of 
a similar kind. Remember there are a million workers in Great 
Bfitai.n who a~e at pr~sent receivip.g the utterly inade,quate Govern­
ment out-of-w9rk pay, a·no . that every Russian u~employed worker 
receives a: standard wage until, work is found for him or her. 

·The same paper containetj announcements of high-class con'­
e:erts that we,re being arr~nged QY the Soviets· at which, amongst 
other well-known artists, Chaliap~ne, the great Russian singer, 
with a w().rld-wije· _reputation (many ' will . remember i1is visit to · 
Engla,ncl) was to take ,_ part. The tick~ts for these, which were 
free, were distributed by: Tracle Uni'on~,, Soviet.officials, and Work- · 
sh9p Comir)ittees, and CO}lld only be obtained by workmen'. The 
artistes themselves seem to. be very , well satisfied with Soviet 
arrangeme!lts: . , 

Colonel John 'Ward, the,- Labour Party M.P. fo·r Stoke-on­
Trent, has so delighted his capitali:st and jingo 'employers .by the 
brutal reactionary work he has done in Siberia against the Workers' 

, Soc;::ia.list Republic ~that they have conferred on him·, s·ome further 
titles and '' honours.'' The villainous brutalities )l··~ has com­
mitted against Rus-§ian strikers and labour organisations, and the 
way in .-which he has supported the scou.ndrelly activities of Admiral 

--::Koltchak seeqi to have helped' for the 1noment Allied plans. For 
instance, they ,have prevented great accumulations of goods which 
are lying and rotting ·in Vladivostok warehouses' and custom 
houses from getting into Soviet Russia, where they are most 
4rgently wanted. . 

La.:t October there were suf'Ecient stocks of many articles to 
supply :tll Russia; they included 40 million pounds of tea, 10,000 

tons of rice, 7,090 tons of coffee and .cocoa; thousands of macpines, 
il).cluding the urgently needed _ agricultural machinery, and 600 
atitomopi1es. · The. total stocks. of various kinds amounted to about . 
one million tons. There are rrt·etal wares, tools, hardware, leather, 
fats, cotton, jute, preser~ mHk, chemical drugs, grain, cloth, 
footwear, timber, electri~ lamps, etc. It is understood these stocks 
have largely increased since then. The place is foll of profiteers 
an.cl spec~lators hoping to make pe~1sonal gain out of the position. 
At the other end of the country the Entente has prevented the 
d~liy-ery .of 40 million roubles worth of ~eed from Denmark, whic4 

passed by the so-called Inpern'-ationa.1 Socialist Conference at' Herne 
the other day is apparent. lf it were p9ssi-ble to summon up su:ffi-­
Gienf pati.ence to Es_ten to their lectures to working-dass parties 
on the cor_i:;ect and . authorised methods that should be adopted to 
br_ing about social changes, or. to read these politicians' long-• 
wi11ded resolutions op! Bolshe~ism (which is simply cin-0ther name' 
,for practical SodaFsm) and similar subjects, no doubt the humour 
of ~he~ situation might strike _one and a hearty l?-4gh be ge~t out 
of. it. ;B1ut unfortunately it has also- a tragic side, \\'hen Allied 
troops are shooting and starving Russian peasaqts and workers 
in the ' int~rests of a brutal reactionary gang of 1andlord and 
capitalist . politicians; and when ·the Government o·f moderate 
Socialists in Germany is using all the resource~ of modern mifr­
tar~sm, flame-throwers, poison gas, ,bom]?s from a~rop!anes, bi.g 
artillery, etc., etc., to maintain their alliance with the militarist · 
bourgeois~.e and to crus'h out ~e.yery genuine lllOvement amongst the 
workers to establish Sncialisrri here and now; and when the Allied 

, armies of occupation are everywhere dissolving Soldiers' and 
,the Soviets had paid for. , 

. . · But this J d'oes not' m_ean th.at the " Entente politicians are -in-
different to trade, when carried _on in the interests of private · , Worke.rs' Coun~:ils and doing everything possible to bolster' tip 

the ol~ and dy'ing system of e~ploitation ad\i profiteeri_!lg . . u ·nder 
such circumstances the least that could· be expected of any decent 
body o.f men and ~ women· calling themselves Socialists would be 
not merely that tp·ey should studiously refrain from affording. any 
appearance of a possi_ble justific~tion for these attacks by capital­
ist goverm:nents on Socialist communities, but they · should protest 
al_l .the time as_ vigorously and effectively as possible aga'inst such 
action, :m~ should -refuse to discu~s any pdfots of detaiJ on which 
there qiight be ' diff,erences of opinion until capitalist governments 
had been. co~pellea to withdraw from _these attem,pts, ~t a forcitlle 
suppresys1on of the. ne and better ,order of things that is growing· 
up. Wh<lt have the rank and file members of I.L.P. branches to 

" say ab~ut the action \of tneir delegates on these point~? 
. Prob..,ably but for. the hopes of re'st9ration ,Of the old and ever 
vanished-O'rder., which are based on Allied intervention the ,small 
Russian eourgeoisie elements wo~ld by now . have ac~uiesced in 
the new forms of ~odety which.all the other elements of Russian 
life havE' now accepted, I even )qcluding the'. Socialist partie

1

s 'that 
wer~ most keenly ahti-Bolshevik and ,many ' of the bourgeoisie in­
teUectuals themselves. · 

. Ma:xim G_orki 'has given an account in 'his paper, the No'i1iya 
Zhizr:, ?.f the c;rgy o.f Stock E~change speculq.tion and company 
promotmg wh.1ch ·went on during the Kerensky regime·. · T.his 
enabl~s on~ , to·. :1~d.erstand the bitter ·disappoi'n'tment and anger 
felt by the, explo1tmg classes at the success of the Bolshevik Revo­
h}tion ~i~ht .m.opt.hs lateE-. bu~ing t~e fir:tt• six months of 19 47, 
206 ,eompames . were floated ·\vith a ·total capital of 467 'mill;otn 
roubles. In May and June _ 105 companies" were formed witf. a _ 
t?tal ca.pit<fl of ~56. million roubles. · In September, on the e..;e of the 
Bolshevik Revolution, 95 oornpahies were started on· their . career 

. (' 

· profiteering. Side by side with John Ward's military puformances 
the English Government established a Siberian Supply Company, 
through which all goods had to b.e sent and t_o '\vhich a commission 
~had to be paid on all transactions. It ~~as, o.f course, a p~re 
accident that this agreement was made with Mr. Leslie Urquhart, 
well. kaown to our readers as the personal frie·nd of Admiral Kolt­
chak and the promoter ·of .various Siberian m~ning companies. 
Russians say the ways of this Government CofI?-pany a~e peculiar. r., ' 

Licences have first t0 be obtained from the War Trading Depart­
ment, of oour,se, so·lely. for the purpose of seeing that the r;eeds 
of the Sib~rian- consutners are properly supplied. But fixed price!> 
hav~ been abolished, and such things as a oonsignment .o{ 20,000 
bathing costum_es and boots sent in entire ignorance of the need.s 
o( the climate have be~n duly forwarded, and anyway they all 
pa:y their commission to the Government Agenc)1

, which is this 
precious company. "' Siberian co-operators ·hav,e offered the .British 
Gpvemment d~ring the \var Sl,lpplies of butter, both at the Sl,berian 
fn~rket price and at, what .it w6.utd fetch in England, but ,the Food 
Controller . seems to.1Jia,ve had such a glut of butter on hand that he 
rej~cted each offer . . Could it be possible that he ' had friends else-
where who .w-ere in the· trade? ' 

In Soviet Russia. a different view i51 taken of co-operation, 
which has developed in· an. unheard of way during the last twn 
years. Labour Co-operative · Societies in particular' have grnwn 
enormou'sly. - In Mosoow the older co-operative ·societies, open to 
all, had in. June, ,1918, 2p,ooo members; but the mon:~ recently 
fo:urided Labour Co.!operative Societies had a membership of 
16q;oo0,. _'It seems that ~the Co-operative Bank at Moseow has 
now be.en nationalised anq the co-operative s.ockties incorporated 
jnto the . Soviet org,anis-ation, so thPt . the general distribu..tion of 
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goods takes place almost entirely through co-bper:ative societies, 
to which. the entire population have t:o belong if, they w;:i.flt supplies. 

. -· . _, ·-:::~ 
GENE.RAL STRIKE ' AT BARCELONA. 

· Various developments have taken ' place in connection . with 
the currency. All capitalist goverhm'ents durrng"the war h~ve k·ept. / Once again Barcelona ·IS the scene of a ter.rible stry.ggle 
them·selves going by a lfoge increase in the_ amount of µaper money beh~een the "Y9rkers and the ca;pit<;tlists. In the last weeks of last 
issued and in fictitious loans of various kinds .which would involve year and the_ first weeks of this · year many employers .were 
huge yearly payments of interest from the workers to the bond- murdered · (sdme say as many as eighty), the murderers being 
holders for an indefinitely · long time if the system was not just ;--undiscovered. Several r;:i~pers, especially the Madrid da,.ily, · El 
about to breai} up; and all the capitalist daily rags have told us .[( 
with indignant screams ~hat the Bolsheviks have done the very Mundo, asserted, without -any proofs, that these ' murders were "' 

· . same thing so far ·<ts pr inting paper gioney gii»es, which was gradu- committed by SyL\dicalists ~nd Anarchists. Acting on "these· 
ally becoming va:lueless. In reality, , a considerable amount' of accusa;t'ions, the Government caused all the £ell-known ·militants ... 
direct barter between ,the producers of various goods has been to be arrested' on January ' ri and_ put them on board the warship 
?i::ganised', both by the oo-operative societies and the, Soviets. Our · '' Pelayo.'' The aut.._horiti~s also suppressed Solidaridad Obrera, the 
-readers are awar·e of many .cases in an parts of Russia. Another' · daily organ of the Workers' National Confederation, and !I'ierra y 
case is ,that of the Russian Central Union of Consumers' Societies, Libertad, the. Anarchist weekly paper; The workers' 0 meeting­
,which . organised ·a .boot manufacturi~g department. At first ft places wer~ closed, and everything ta~en away from the Union's 
tried~ t o ·get · boe:t .. ~eather .from Americ~, but then it feli back orn offices. , -
an · organised· effort to purchase· raw leather in Russia and also - The Gov~rnment were .cletermffied to execute a number of those 
built its· own tanneries, organising ·a special transport servioe to arrested in revenge for the m-urdered employers, but. a . geneq1l 
brip g the~e thirtg,s to, Moscow. · - ~ . strike o_f the workers compelled tben:i to. hqld their liand. ~ome of 
.. . ( )-n Zarisk it. established a boot 

1
factory; which soon turned out those anested- had not been active in the Labour movement for 

10,000 pairs of boots monthly, but as this was quite insufficieat it sorhe- years.. The Censor, forbids· the puj;>lication , of the names· of 
organised Kustari""(Co-operative Unions for peasant home inclus- these victim~ of Authority, an_d very few details -have a~peared in 
tries}' for bootrnaking. In~ the Kfniri ·distriet . alone these KU:stari the press. · , ·. . . · . , . 
n~w supply the .un ions with 50,000 pairs olf boots monthly. These The pri:ncipal_ strike, wl(1ch was precipitated by the dismi?sal 
·pe@.sants do no~ accept .cash ' in payment, .but mostly other · goods;r.< of ·eight employees, took place at the works of " -La Canadiense," 
such as fish from the union fisheri.es and. salt from the union salt th~ ·canadian company which supplies Barcelona with gas, water 
i:nines. and electricity. After the strike had lasted several weeks, with 

Jt seems the Soviets have now decided to ,;ibolish money ' ' the wor~~r:s as firm 3:,S ever,. the .. ~overnment tried the French trick 
altogether and t<:> replace it with labour tickets. In postal matters of moh1hs~ng all, stnker,s. of nuhtar:y ag~, and ordering 'them t9 
th~ -position is sill?plifi.ed by the Russian Post ·office conv~ying· a~ work as S<?~diers.. But this ti~1e .it failed. The Government th~n 
letters and cards up to 15 grammes w~ight and parcels free. Thev alt~red their tactics. They disrtussed the Govei:-nor of Barcelona, 
a re making an application to the International Postal U nio:n , for and the_ Commissioner of Police resjgned. The Prime Minister "' 
the free conveyance of all letters, cards, and ·parcels from or to sent hi:s secretary to .negotiate with the imprisoned Syndicalists, 
Russia and al l other paFts of the world, and it is understood they and the following terms were agreed to: (1) All strikers to 1Je taken 
ha':e a definite scheme ready for carrying this out. It wiU be· back, including the eight mert1 dismissed; (2) All wages. to be 
interesting to .see what . attitude the postal reformets in .capitalist ir:_creased, varying from 10 to 60 per_ cent. ; (] ) An eight-hour day; 
countries will adopt towards 'this proposal. · One advantage thP (4) Wages to be paid in full for the time the strike fasted-that is,­
Soviets will gain from abolishing rrioney is that they '. will nip in from February r; (5) Miniml'lm wage equal' to that paid by other 
t~e bud a scheme reported frorri Americ~ for flooding Russia with 'companies;· (6) Full wag:esrin ~ases of accidents-; (7) No reprisals. 
forged paper . rouble-s and so destroying their value, a trick played These arrang~ments were come to with the ·comrades in pvis<;?'n, 
during t he Fr.ench Revolution. · - . _ . who did not insist on their own rrelease; but at the meeting of 

Separate classes of accommodation for passengers on tra'ins, , strikers / to which the terms were communicated): their release was 
i;tea:mers, and other means of transport h~ve now been abolished. demanded, .and the press says it was granted. · . . 
There will be o'nly -one class in futur.e, but great efforts- are to oe - Martial law was declared in Bc_ircelona to kill the strike, but 
made to improve r.ai1way carriages, etc., so that this one class ipstea_d of doing so 22 ,ooo new members were enrolled . by the 
shall be the very be~ possible. · ~ ' . Unions in a very few days. ·· The printers refµsed to print lies 

~ . - The Soviets have everywhere collected the up-to-date ·agricul- against the work€rs. (English compositors, take note!) El Pro­
tural machinery fymnd on landlords' estates and lent it cut in turps gresso (Lerroux'S- paper') and La Gaceta Calalu.na were fi.fted and 
to the· p~asal'lt · c.ultivator·s. But there .is a demand for immensely suspended by the men's Union for publishing n~ws prohibited by 

,,greater-quantiti·es of all kinds o.f agricultural machinery. them, and will not appear until the frne is paid. . ' 
The N ation for February 15 la-st contained a very int·eresting Whilst the '' Union · General,'' . managed by the Socialists, i~ 

a~count of the ' ~ R:ed Train." It oontai~ed four:. passenger car- weakeni~g , (~~ly 88,ooo n:embers, ac~ording to last official report), 
m::i:ges ~?d . thre~ fr.eight trucks 0f ·the American pattern, all covered the fightrng · Confederation General " has over 200,000 members, 
with pamtmgs· m~ gay colour s by the 1sfudio oif the, Art Section of and expects to numh>er 500,000, by the time the next Congress is 
the Moscow Soviet. · Amongst the paintings were revolutioaary held (in M~y or June). · __.. · , 
mottoes like '. ' Proletarians of all countries unite," ",The world, ~inGe receiving the above facts from a well-informed comrad~, 
~or the t~ilers" '1' ''. ~earn to employ the book, . the weapon 'of . we .read ir: .the press that, owing to-~he Government failing to. keep 
thought. . It carnes 200,ooo~books, 400,000 pamphlets, r ,.000,000 their prom1s~e to release all the prisoners, the Barcelona Trade 

.posters, roo_,ooo .neWSJ?apers. lt is b~se.iged by the pea~ants from ynions .declared another general strike 011 March .24, and all work 
all the surroundmg v1pages w.henever 1t stops at small stations. m public an~ transport service~ and newspaper · printing was 
Th~y are all eager for u;iformation . . In twelve months t~ree million stopped at midday. Al! banks and shops. were closed, even the 
oop1es of -t.he Commu111st Party programme have been soid, and sextons and UJ:?-dertakers jd'inin.g the strike. "The authorities.," 
propagandists say they will sell another ten million copies as soo~n said the telegram, "are meeting to re-establi~h martial law and 
as they can b~ printe~ .. T~e train travels over t~e ~ong- Russi.an G:a!.1 up. the men for ~ilitary duties.'' A later telegram _says martial 
steppes spreadmg Socialist ideas broadcast, but 1t . 1s utterly m- · la~ ha~ been proclaimed. Troops have occupied the. towns and 
ad~quate to satisfy the hunge~ for . ~nowle~&"e, that exists on alL are safegµarding the provisi?? ,of food and Ii~ht; they are t~yi.ng 
han~s, and alre:::idy plans are ·bemg laid to utilise steamb_oats,. 1 auto- to carry on the transport services. 
mobiles , aen?planes, . and other means of distributing printed _· The Barcelona workers are · sturdy fighters, and the ?panish 
matte~ am9ng.st the mnumetab,le villag_es dott~d about Russi.a. Govern~ent will ha.ve a to:Ugh nut to crack in tackling them. \.Our 

. F.C.C. best wishes a e with the workers.. English readers are warned 
·--..,....., , ~gainst/' accepting the ·lies telegraphed here by the . Spanish. 

uov.ernrnent. - ' 
' ·:: LONDOrN DEFENCE -. COMMITTEE. 

In oraer to a'ssist the wives and ' children of David' Ramsay 
.. and W. F .. Watson, a London and District Defence and Main­
. tenance .Committee has ·been fO.rmed at 7 . Feathers.tone B~ildino·s · . , b ,, 

~ol?orn, W.C. _ Any comrnd~s who are a.n~:i~us to l).elp the 
v~ctlms of these brutal -_prosecutions sh?u19 s~i:d _along their spare 
cash to above address, and thus help to defeat _the bosses. . ' 

. . ,·, Ireland had ·suffered frori\_ nothi~'&' s~ much dur!ng its 
history as from the broken pledges of Bntish statesmen. "_:_Sm E. 
CARSON, House of Comm~ns, April r6, r9i8 

,\ 

COTTIN AND VILLAIN . 
The verdicts in th~ t.rials oLCottin and Villain afford a strik­

ing illustration . of bourge~1is . ethics regarding assassiqation. 
C:°.tt~n, an An:irc.hist, shoots at Clemenceau _ and only wounds 
~11~ .;-a ~ourt-mart1al sentences him to death. yillain, a patriotic 
pogo, kills ' Jaures, and a patriotie jury acquits him · and he is 
at once released, although ·he admitt~d his offence. The French 

· workers will remember t his case wheh the day of retribution 
arrives . 
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-A · PRO LET ARIAN DICTATORSHIP.. 

The -Russi~n -~evoilution is the most · momentous thing that 
has happened since the Great Firenchi Revolutiou, and its effects 
are rnor_e far-re.aching · than even that great upheaval, and for u·s 
anarchists to criticise it would be like critici.sing an earthquake. · 
An 'Empire of 130_,000,000 people, aiter several ineffectual attempts, 
at last . overthrew ·the most ' gigantic-' and tyrannical despotism 
that the -world has ever kn9w, -amidst the cheer.s of all lovers o.f 
freecfom. The. amount of blood shed in this _ revolution was ­
infinitesim~l in proportion to the -immense issues involved; fhe 

. capitalist press of the world n.re printing stories of the atrocities 
o.f the Bolshevik Government, but we can ?afely say that there 
were ~.o~e people killed in the suppression of the Paris Commune 

-by th~ French rulers than .have been killed by the present Govern­
mero.t in Russia. Their worst crime; in the eyes of the Allies was 
the killino- of KinO- Capital C:Jnd the - repudi~tion of the loci.ns 

!:> b ,.. f' < 

granted to the :rsar by international financiess. Had L~nin and 
Trotsky been content with a political revolution, they might have 

• copied. the Tsar's blQodthirsty methods without a p,rotest from 
~ the Allies. In fact, they would have been . hailed as the two 

$trong men whose fam rule had saved their country fro~ chaos. 
But although . we , rec-ogrtise the tremendously_ valuable ·work 

done by the Bolshevik . Gove~·nment, we think a great mista_ke · 
will be made by copying their 'methods too closely . . We anarchists 
are in -favour of the total abolition of gorvernment, ancf the-refore 
are opposed to an dictators: . ' proletG\Jian '' 0!' otherwise. --: we 
stand ~or a system-"lof society in which co-operation wili replace 
competition, a~d in which the free agreement of individuals shall 
replac~ the present fOmpulsicm exerci~ed by Goven'u?ents and 
emp~ayers. _-Government, as we have said many times,, was · ins~ti­

tuted by the great exploiters and robbers in order to prnt~ct their 
own interests and to keep their' sl_aves, the workers, in subjection. 
Afl legislation and all decrees passed by Governments has had 
that one object-" making the world sate · for the rubbers." The 
form of government ,has ·undergone many- changes, but, as the 
French say : '~ The more it changes, . the more it is the same.'' 
Always one class wielded the weapon by which the· rest of the 

' people were kept under. · 1 

We thus see· that government is and ·ha's always been an 
instrument of domination. for one class over an61ther. But if, as 
Socialists . and A-narchists agree, a Social l&:evolution- means the 
aboJition of classes and the foundation of a society in which all-:­
men .and women-will stand 011 an equality, whence com,.es the 
need for a Government? The comrade whom to-day we greet 
as our ·equal becomes a privileg'ed person as soon as 
he , becO.mes a member of a governing body-it . wiir make 
no difference, even if you· .. call. it a ·Soviet Executive. · The fact 
is that a Governm~nt1 must o.f nece·S"sity . g·overn, which means 
regulating the lives of other people. ~ We do · not believe that any 
man or woman is good enough to govenr .others, therefore, we are 
opposed to all government, as we believe it compels those who 
govern and those who are governed. Let' every Socialist and 
Gommunist face the questio~n squarely. Either . he belie.Jes in 
equality or he believes in government·; but. h-E; cannot believe in. 
both.- If he thinks some f qrm of government will be n~cessary, 
as otherwise a few inoividuals may throw over the. traces, let him_ 
remember the words of William Godwin in ·r-793 ·:· " In our plans 
·for sod al betterment let us ho.Id in mind the healthy ;:ind unfettered 
man, anti not the ' cripple that i·nte-rferepce and -restraint have 
made.'' 

, 

THE IR©N - HEEL DESCENDS. 

The recent. cha;rges brought . against · W. · F. Watson and 
Dav:id Ramsay, of havi~g made seditious speeches,. have fur.­

:nish.ed the workers -with fresh proof of the effectiveness of 
D-. G.R.A., , i · 

\i\Then the people of this country allowed then:iselv~s to be 
dragooned by the Government for the purpose of wagmg war 
against Germany, we pointed out in t_hese columns the d~nger 

· to our liberty foreshado~ed in the war-time legislation and Orders 
i.xi Council. Further, we saw ill the active co-operation of the 
Trade Uni-on .and Labeur leaders nothing but ·a menace:-against 
the workers. But with characteristic British· phlegm, -the·y 
received the affectionate attentioins of the Government without 
turning, a hair or winking .ah eyelid. It w.as so' very much more 
easy to . alloiw a 'paternal Government to thim.k and ·act for the't11. 
Thu's it happened that the C.0.s were left to die 'or _go mad in 
J_D.rison and British troops we.re allowed to sail for Russia to assist 
in ·putting· down the revolution there. Then, when the armistice 
was signed, this same high-minded Go".ernment, poss~ssed with 
a lofty. sense of justice, allowed the ·workers the privilege of 
voting for its ·own special coupon Par-liamenfary· candidates. · · 

. But someho,w, through it all, there· was just a hazy sort of 
noti9n amo1il.g the WG1rkerS' that they · were being sold, not only 
by the Government; but -by those very convenient sheep-dogs, 
the Trage Union _<'.>fficials. And thus it happeped that no sooner 
had Lloyd George decided that everything was~ going -according 
to, schedule, and · it was quite safe to fix up in Paris the des­
tinies of the European 'nations, than the unofficial movement in· 
the -Trade Union wor)d became painfullY' appa:rent. 

Sq Lloyd George at?d his masters , . the financiers, were forced 
to witness a sudden revotlt of the wage-s1a-ves. The rnatter was, 
the more. -provoking. in that the warring parti~s had actually 
forgotten to make the enemy a present of their proposed tactrcs: 
They ~ dared to resoir.:t to direct a~tion without giving their 
''',accredited '' leaders _ an oip-po~tunity of betraying them. But . 
no sooner was the appalling situation realised by· the Government 
and the Trade Union officials than the. latte.r, with · indecent haste, 

· started writing - in the · capitalist press about the 'need for main­
,taining · authority and· acting in a constitutional manner. Of 
COl!rse such a threatened industrial war had to be suppressed at 
all costs, so Lloyd George declared. he meant to gover+_! and 

·would stand n61 Prut sianism in tlfis country~ Then followed the , 
delectable spectacle of tanks, machine-guns and all the parapher­
nalia of war in Glasgow-the -.deliberately provoked rioting'· and 
the arrest of the inconvenient rebel leaders. More examples of 
Governrnental Prussianism were seen in B_elfast, and yet another 
clause added to D.O.R.A. in on]er to intimidate the electricians. 
Then came the demonstrations against inter·v~ntion in and the 
blockade of Russia. Everywhere the unofficial movement 
asserted itself and for a few brief days the - members of the 
Government exhibited syrnpt-0ms of what is known popularly as 
~·blue fum.k .'" ~Then it decided to act. Meanwhile, . within the 
Trade Unions the shop ~tewards' mo;\reme·nt was gra·wing and 

, actually threatening- the old ·· worn-out organisations. Bu,t the 
~Trade Un.ion leaders, having vested interests to defend, naturally 
sided with the Govert?-ment, and thus -it is that th€ present prose­
cutions have been made p0ssible. 

- . David Ramsay and W. F. Watson were foremost among the 
-advocates of the shop stewards' movement ; further; one· was the 
chairman and the other the treasl.lrer of the newly-formed '' Hands 

· Off Russia " · Committee. , These facts alone decided the Govern­
mept, and the decision. to prosecute two such prominent Trade·-. 
Unionists · was forced ~on them because direct action·, as the chief 
.effective weapon in industrial Warf are, 'had been Yindicated. 
The workers at fast had seen. through-the .fraud of political action ,_ 
and had decided upon up"'-to-date methods. ·The measure of their 
succ~ss inay ?e found in the ·prosecu!ions f.1nd the pending trials 
o,f the Glasgmy strike leaders. Fortunately it has forced , the 
Government into the open, and th~ worker now realises that the- · 
real enemy is not the German worke·r, but the Government that 
must of necessity always_ act on behalf of the vested interests and 
financiets. · · He 'µow _sees that while it was permissible for the 
Government to bring pressure to bear upon any srpall nation to 

,.force it into the war on the side of the r'.Ai'lies:, yet that same 
principle inay not be applied by srtikers -aqd those whq.se desire it 
is-to• .use a hackneyed phrase-" to ma~e England fit for heroes 
fo live in." . · ~- '. · . - · 

So ~ David Ramsay and Billy Watson must go to · prison 
beca~se before ·all,things · they tci.ught methods ·of o:rgani-sation to 
th~ worker that might ~en.danger the security of the exploiting 
class. · They stood for an honest attempt to win a happier life 
for the wage ~ave, and like ~ all pioneers, who in the. past have 
fought Mr the- poor and . oppressed, they have ·been persecu!ed 
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by those who sit in authority t~ defend the power of ca~ital. 
Perhaps the one sad feature in this·, \ as i9 .the case q-f the 

'CO.s, \s.the knowkdge .that . the mass of i:be people is still 
supine and apparently indifferent to its slavery: The . workers , 
have not . yet fully real~sed their own power. But for every 
W 1tson and Ramsay taken from their ranks, hundreds of class­
conscious" lads ', are ready preparing to organise for the •Coming 
fight. ·These two names wifl nc:'»w serve as q.n inspiration t9 those 
wl].o have so far dwelf o.ply in the realms of theory. Circum­
stances are changing day by day-economic- con.di~ions -are aiding 
us. It is now only a quest' on of time. O_thers from our ranks 
will undoubtedly be taken~ it< will merely act as a spur tp our 

. ·energies-our enemies are already in~ecure, entrepched though 
they may be b~hi.Q.d , the forces ~f law and,., authority. Only a few 

. short m~nths will see another econ~mic crisis in this cou11try. 
A'lrnady tfil,e number qf unemployed workers reaches the enormous 
total of one million.· . Reconstruction .is not possible, even were­
there' no vest~d i,nter~sts to b?r the W':lY· Upheaval will come, ,., 
though circ11mstances may delay it, and as the Government feel;s 
its position becoming mo:re and more unstable, so will it resort t'o 
every ROssible act of ~epression in ·order to maintain power. 

· So we send greet ing to th·ese victims of ~ brutal dass system 
and go for\.vard .to the fight. inspired by their example. Soon it 
may be our privilege to testify to our faith in this way, but behind 
it all is the c-0nsciousness that a new;. system o.f society will arise 
and that we :;ball one day 'lrn0w no master~ high oir.lo~. 

AND IDEALISM . . 
In Socialist philosop'hy a~e two compl~tely opposite stand­

points from which the sodal problem is viewed. Though it is im­
possible to draw a hard and fast line o.f demarcation between those 
who take one particular standpoint and thos!;! who take the other, 
still it is fairly easy to recognise those writers who. more fre­
quently adopt one than ·nw other. Both schools of thought are 

·"' .usually materialists, in the sense that they believe. that an indi­
vidual can only reason positively from ideas arising from sense­
perceptions . . They have that much in common, but they differ 
inasmucp as some are '' Determinists '' and some are ' .' Idealists.'' 

An illuminating instance of the manner in which the determin­
, ist philosopher looks at thiqgs. is shown by a sentence taken from 
· " Vital Pro:I)lems in Social Evolution,". by Arthur . ~ewis, whic;:h 

tuns : ;" '.The social revolution approaches not because we pro­
flaim it, but we proclaim it 6ecau.se it is apprnachihg. '' AnOther 
sente11ce, from 'Austin Lewis's · ' ~ Militant Proletariat," is also a 
good exampJe of determinist~ reasoning; he .says : " Socialists will 
not be called on to perform, the 'machine process '_will do aU·the 
performing f.or them.'' ,,_ 

That even those writers are conscious of the fact that the 
undiluted deterntinist opinions are favourable to the policy of the 
reactiona1:ies is demonstrated, when one · ciiscover-s that Arthur 
Lewis devotes a lot of space in another of his books to. prove that 
a change·. in the ideas o.f · th~ workers, relative to t,he . existimg 
system, is all that is necessary for wo1rki~ng dass emancipation. 
That propaganda and. fatalism seem contradictory · eYen. to· the 
fatalist is confirmed by Austin Lewi~ referring disparagingly to 
some economic deterniinists who use the term '' philosophic 
Marxism '' in a narrow and restricted sense . . 

Co~ing to present-day probier,ns, the ·same· inconsistency 
' is exhibite·d by those numerous Marxists who oppose , the Bol;, 

sheviks' -attempt to .establish Co_!Ilr,mmism by gtw·ting Marx 
against any such atter,npt, when Mar:i.; himself wrote: " N ation~l ' 
·choice is an important facto1; ill' so:eial revolution . ....., If Russia 
chooses it might get the fruits of the capitalist system without 
.going through the tortures connected with it.'' 

I;>espite those contradictions, - it is quite logical to refer to 
som~ Marxists as determinists, or, to be strictly correct, .some 
Marxists are · dogmatic prophesying determinists. It i~ perhaps 
necessary, in order to be dear in one'·s thought, to use these 
two adjectives, quali.f:xing deterrryinist, because the idealists are 
?-tlso determinists; inasmucQ ci,s they agree that everythiflg -. has 

1a material causati.on ~nd is determinep · by this causa.tion. ~ut 
the idealists retognistf that it is fQlly to pre.diet . tl1:e foture course 
of soci'al evoltf tion ; they bel~eve that future development may 
transform capitalism .'' into a c;qrt of new f eudafism or slavery,'' 
as Boudin puts it. 

1 The determinist contends that a League of Nations is onl'y 
possible when the economic necessities of international- financiers 
require such ' a · league; - ~hat . ConJ,.m4pism cc;mnq,t be est~b~ished 
until the world has become internationq.11y t,fus.tified or ~ majority 
of the inhabitants 'o.£, th{f world " proletarianised " <?I." u machitu~ 
proc;:ess.@d." According: to this line of rea~onin'g .the majo;rity of 
the inhabitants of the world must be crnuposed of_ the ideal type 
of proletariat before Sodalism " comes"; but if this ,;war proves · 

, 
. 't 

"' 

anything it prov~~ .,tha.t in,dl,.lstri~l devel_opment• ~s in the direction 
of rende;ring a working class superfluous. Millions of workers 
eng~ged in uBproductive employment and warfare for years shows 
that, instead of proletarians being the result of the perpet_uation 
0,f ca,pitalism, we will have fiun~eys, to use· an expressive if, vulgar 
wQrd. A middl_e class conipo:~ed of men with independent capital 
is swiftly pa~sing away and is being· rep.laced by a middle cl?SS, 
:n~any :µnits of which Feceive salaries and jobs by -me?nS -of • · 

,'f ' inflµence, '' .and· the remaining units have their rate of profit 
fixed by great Trusts, which have destrnyed the '' inev~tahle n 

eoon0imic l,aws o~ la,st q~ntury. Obeying the Impulse of the 'more 
modern ec~nomic- force~, if these forces are unhindcrnd by an 
opposing Socia,.list, psychol0-gy, the working1 class will evolve along 
lines · ·essenti(i!.lly similar to those already travelled by the mid di€; 
class: Great . things ar.e piously hoped for by the '' Marxists " 
fi;om a working dass _ m~tinly superv.ising maeh~R'e!?; but the ex- · 
'pected rnagicar results will 'not -materialise if, instead o~ ·machine ' 
supervisors, the lower class are chiefly oin " active service " o;r on 
~~leave.'' ' · , 

The consistent determinist does not really feel this war as 
an individual; all that matters is the consid~ration that the war ' 
is accelerating the pace ef sodal evolution. In this particular 
co,nnectior;i the " ·herd '" ~nstinct proves sti:onger than the law 0 1f 
self-_preservation, and self is obliterated from any study of · the · 
policy to be adopted by Sociaiists dui ing this crisi~ in the history 
of the world. · Such _a doctrinair~ .. would express this dreamy 

,. men
1
tal state il} the w@rds : : ' I. am not going to sacr~fice t~e 

future development of the workmg class. for the . sake of their 
temporary interests "; but ·it would be more truthful if it was in­
terpreted thus: "I fun not· supporting aught that would prove 
my previously aggressively expressed dogma to . be wrong." 

,~ · ·It is daimed · that economic . determinism discourages ·any 
' attempt at premature rebellion, 1 but it canHot-/be claimed _that · it 
diScourages the su~cessful ~(usually because of the prevalenc;e of 
economic determinism) ;;ittempts of ru)ers to send mill.ions 
p.f work;ers to a' premature death, to intensify the misery 
of the ,, subject · class, and to crusll prematurely · any 
·rn.ovement that the rulers beli13-v-e is detrimeatal to their 
interests. To pro.ve tl:i;;it his view of social changes is the correct 
one the determinist simply e~umerates r~volts of the past, prates 
learneclly of objective conditions, repeats a number of times the 
Words '' bound to fail', I' igt:iores the bayonets and machine-gums 
instrumental in teaching •the pra,c.ticable idea1ists . a lesson in ~ 
thoroughness, and · the ,doctrine is dem<;mstrated to fit the f9.cts 
in a niann.er sat,isfactory _to the doctri·naires-.,....and the rulers. This 
dis.play of erudition silences all opponents q.nd the field is left in 
possession of those ,hypnotised by a repetition of generalisations. 
To prove that economic determinism does not fit the facts, it is 
only necessary t<)t reeall that cqnditio.ns ?re mechanically more 
favourable .for the inauguration of Communism than ever they 
were before, but .no one can sensibly argue that the worker's 
psychoilogy· is prqp.ortiorn;i.tely mo.re favourabk-~ven after the un., 
parnlleled sufferin~s endured by them during the la~t four years. 

H0tpe for the future lies not in the spread of '' econon1k' 
tif:!ter~minism," . but in the assimilation by the thinking mimority 
of the belief that a social revolution is possible and desir.able in · 

.any community . in which there are class divisions, and in which 
the available social labour can proouce mor.e .than enough t_o 
~atisf,y social needs. This is-- the belief of jdealists and re:lieves 
propagandists of the nee_§ to advbcate sl'.lbmission to oppression 
and of the folly of '' asking . people unQ.eJ;' present 'conditions tQ 
s4crince r~alities for ideai precepts." (Deitzgeq). . 
/ •: U rilike ·Walt Whitman., the ideafo~ts do not sing or· labour · 
solely for the unborn; they know t.hat Socia1ism-,,suited' to a brief 
transition period-is possible now. ,R. SELKIRK. 

LONDON ANARCHIST 'GROUPS. 

A GRAND -RE~UNION 
I • - !. ' 

.,._ wiU be he-Id on '· 

EASTER SATURDAY, APRI~ 19, 
·at the 

' CRQWN HALL, REDMAN'S ·R'OAD, 
Stepney Green_, E. 

Pancing 6-3Q to 4. a.m. JAZZ B.A.ND .. 

ADMISSH).N BY TlCK~TS, 11 }~- EACH. ,, 
From Preedom Offiice or Comr~des. 

All Profits for · Freedom a.pd the Pr.opagand~·. 

, · 

~· 
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OF DAVID NICOLL. 

David Nicq.11 died\ on March 2 at the St. ' Pancras Infirmary, 
-at tl'\e age of ' 59· . , 
· In his early days· he was a member of the Social Democratic 
Federation, but v\\hen the spljt in that organisation took place in 
1884 he joined the, Sp-cialist Leag~e \v.ith William Mo.rds . and 
others.. VVhilst Morri, was editor of the Commonw,eal, N:1coll was 
an occasional C~·ntribupor . to its columns,· graduaily .accepting 
A'narchist ideas. On Mor.i:is's ·withdrnwal from the Commonweal, 
'Nicoll pecqme join.t-editor with Frank Kit~, 'the lat.ter's place l;>eing ' 
t~k~n later Ot? py C . .,Mpiwbray. Nicoll .wa~ . alwaY;s a vi~o~ot~s and, 
feadess wr'iter, and •atter the vValsall»tnal Ih 18g2,,r1,yhen f<?-ur tom.-.i 
tade~ were sentenced to· terms of imprisonment {three ·to ten years 
and one to five y~ars'), his indignation rose to boiling ..point. '"' He · 
d.epourice,d the whole affair. as a ',Police plot, and' said that neither 
fhe I-lome Secretary (M?' t1:i~ws) nor, the judge (Hawkins) -.~e.re lit 
to live'. As a· result of'' this article the o.ffites of the Corwmo1m1eal 
'were ,;aided, and Nicoll and Mowbra}·, arr,ested and cha~g;~d with 
i'n:citement to murder . . 

_APRIL, 1919. 

- I 

COMMUNIST LEAGUE FORMED. 

That Anarchi$t- Comtni.loist i"deas are . at last permeating the 
ran,ks of the Socialist parties is proved by the recen~ successful 
S~ia:list U ~ity Conferen~e held o~ M~r.ch I6. It was then decided 
to form a Communist League, and the following constitution was 
approved :- ~ ,, ' · ..., · · · · · 

~ . i . 

'1. The str~ggle of the w0irkii1g ~lass :fo; . its ~fuancipation is a political 
struggle taking place on the industriaJ field. . · " . 

2 . . To bring thi,s, struggle to .a . .successful ·issue . the Oommunisti League 
calls U:pon . the wot king class to organise iilte local wo~·kers' committtees 
and . counc~ls-\ w~th ;t~e ~bject of. ~e.izing the rn~ans .o~ production and by 
•a prolet.ar1an drcta.tOrship estabhshmg a ·ftepubhc of' F e~erat~g Commun~. 

3 .. ' S~eing that Parliamentary action by the ballot-box retard.a the class­
consciousness of the wprkers, , and . seeing 'that the capture and control of 
Parlfament is, unnecessary ·to working class . emancipation, the Communist 
Leag.ue declares t.hat the Pn,rlia~enta:i;y vote as a weapon of attack oi; defence 
is ob~olete, and calls uP,~m . the 'Workers to negaite 'and, d~fea;t the Cla'ss 
legislation of capitalist Parliament by direct indu~trial · action of · their 
politi'cal institutions-'the \vorkers' committees and councils. . '. ' , 

4. A member of the Communist League shall · not become a. candidate 
for Parljament or municipal council. · 
' .5} At aV tim~s the Cornr,nunist L~ague , ,shall , expo.se the- futility of the 
Parliamentary and m~icipal franchise. . 

The trial tbok.,place at):he,Old Biailey ' on, May ,7, 18g12, before 
<!:.h ief . Justice · Co.Jeridge. Mowbray~'proved that · fie ha<J, se;vere,d 
his. con'nection· with the Com:monweal , previotts to the publication 
of . the artic)e, ~f which · he disapproved, and he was -acquitted. The c0tnference :was' 'organised by r.ank and file members of 
Nicoll took full respot1sibilit'y, and defended 'himself. He .exposed •t the Socialist Labour Party, who, in common with members of 
the dirty t17ickery of the police in his own affair, and said.,his arrest other Socialist knd Labour. organisations, at fast .begin to realise 

' ' 'yas due to the fact that' he had collec~ed a, lot of material to, prov:~ how reactionary arid oonsei-vative officials become after they have 
t;he infamous aonduct ·of the ,police in the vValsall case. Justice ·' ~once tasted po"ver. Tpe delegates expressed the very real need .-;.. 
Coileridge snubbed the' police witnesses 0:n several occasions for r; for unity of ·action 'amorig Socialists and Communists, in order 

. trying to prove too much; but a Government •pros~cution means a that 'propaganda work can be m.ade more effective. Of course, 
c~rt'ain .convicti@n; especially .,fo!- an ,Anar:chist.. ' Tbe .. 1juri·Jound the Leag1:1e is not an Anarchist organisation, , but the, repudiation 
Nicoll guilty' and he, was sentence,d to 18 m'onths. imprisonment, 'of Parliament is· a l01ng step ' in our direction. ' . -

"" that the law might be uphelq," said the Chief Justice, whilst at . J'he whole conference again demonstr}lted the fact that in all 
the sal).1e time h,e complimented our co·µirade on his abili1t)t and hjs · Labour and Socialist bodies it is .the rank and file membership 
b.rave afld manly bearing before the court~ . . . . that initiate_s, and' the official element that retards, and cripples 

There is no .. doubt that- his imprisorn;:nent affected' hinl mentally ,' , action. · It was clecide.d to hold a fu~ther confer.ence,: and various 
and although he resum,ed the editorsll.ip of ,, tl;ie Com~ionweal . on oommittees were forined. to carry on 'the provisional work of t f1e 
his release from prison, the paper never had the sarn·e standing as · League. ,AWenquiries sl;iould be addressed toy.' , B~rnett , 5, 
before, and eventually dwindled down to one or two pagc;s, appear- Queen's rRoad, Peckham, London, S. E. . · 

1· , ing Spasmodically, ·\vfuich he sold atr Iheetings ahd ·Club's to gain a , • . 
· ': livdihood. The latter years of Nicoll's life were a tragedy: . f ··~~~~~~~~~~~ 

l[,riable to do any ~teady work,· owing to his mental 'conditio;n, pe . 
gained a. precarious livipg from small sums given to him by com­
r.ad~s who', remembered his past services to·. the move~ent. His 

· ~nenta:l breakdown and deatp must 'be laid at the d r df 'that 
mofister ·of '' oFganised \(engeance called J,ustic'e. '·'° 

' • l 
• ' ' - J • 

NOTES. 

Circle in Civitavecch'ia held a meeting on 
,January 1~ last, in membry o,f Andrea Costa. ' The D0ck 
.work~rs' Btilll W:as packed wit~ ~ver . a thovs~n.d people, every 

· one, of them a. to1ler_. Ther wer,e th,ere to hea1~ the •s~1eech of mrt 
S 'ocialist · friend, Bombacei, who dei;i.lt with the ' infamous boui'­
geoise and against all imperialism,-}last· and present. Th~re was 
@'.eats cheering for the Social Revo!ution and shouts o! '' Down 
with the war against 'the proletadan ! '' ''·Long . liv·e the "Rus:5ian 

, Se>~ie·t Republic! " Afterwa·rds our: co rade, Milo . 4ugusto, 
bringing th.e best wishes from .the Anarchist Group, presented the 
followin·g d~mands, which were heartily approved by the audience : 

(1) Immed\ate general dem.ohili~ation :· . . 
(2) Withdrawal of all Allied-- troops from RHssia .. 
(3) ·• Restoration of the cop.s~itl:itional 1iberty. . 
(4) Amnesty for all . polit1cal prisoners, " reparation 

~{etims of the '' Red Week '' and the removal of the 
:i\iia,lates~a which prevents him entering 1talf: · 

on 

'I 1 ~ ,,, 

Giolitti's law of J~ne : 4, 1911,. establis'hed.: as
1 

·a ''-n~tiona'l. 
recompense " to the " G:ariqaldini "-. (~oldiers who f011gh~ und~r 
(f ~ribaldi) ' of the Class 66 the miserable sum of ten' hre ( s1.x 

·shillings' ~md sixpenee) monthly. After ari i~1t~rr9gati,on from the 
Honourable Muzzi to the .)Government, the TJ:rider Secr~ta.ry of 
State replied that such allowance is already 'iJ?-creased from 120 
lire ye'arly to 200, ~nd will be fur.ther increased fo Ji the older men 
to 365 lire yearlJI ' .. 1nat. ,corp;:iencmg f~om} u)y 1, } 919. M~an­
whib the- old and glrnrlous Red: S,h1rt~ wh? fought at ~1zza 
will ;continue .to walk the strf}ets and squares m the rnce ram <;>f 
Italy, begging their ~asters for ~ pie1~e of bread ~?' prevent t!~em 
from starving, ~rrd ,will pray t0· the · . Good God Qf . the priests 
t.e ·kt them live a little lr0ng~r, j:ust t6 see ·the ·realisation of their 
qreamfil of,~48 -.years ag0, and tp succe,ed in' gettir~.g that arn~:mnt 
which servants in any' bourgeois 'home get in the_ir fhtst sitvation. 
lfue "Garibaldini " get ju~t one lire a day (nine.pence)-this fJ,fter 
having mad~ Ita.l;y fo['A the bourgeoisie~ ' · · 

- . . . 

OUR APPEAL FOR FU~DS. 

The - resp~nse to our · appc;~d has n,ot been so generous this 
month · as "we · would wish, ancj \Ve hope. comrades will' r:ecygnise 
that oµr need of cas_h . is as great as ever. \Ve wish to reprint 
Bakunin .~s ·'' God· and the State'' as soo1a as possible, and we 
specially appeal to comrades to help us ~n this matter, as it is ,a 

, boo_!<: of great prop;a,ganda value in our attack ob. the worship of 
the State. · · 

.. Receive.cl up to April 2: l\L A. · fainwaring, 7/6; C.B.vV., 
2/-; L. Bioulet, 1/-; E.M., 4h ; W. Underwood, :z 'j 6; l"{ewwirth, 
10/-; N . Duenas, 2/-;· E. Ratcliffe, 2/6; B~lgian Comrade, 2/-; 
A,. 0. Moore, I/-; L. Macartne}", I I:..; A. Hazeland s/ ~. 

A.qK~OWLEDG,~E~TS (no·t otherwise a.cknowledged). 
( MAiRCH ~APRIL 2.) , J 

Flf,EEDOM 81,1.bsc.,iptio7!S,.--NI. A. · Mainwa.ring, L. Bioulet, J. i\ilyers, 
N. Duenas (4), _"E. Ratdiffe, H. R. Francis, A . H azeland. 

~ I 

"FREEDOM" ·OFFTOE is bpen .for sale 10£ qooks ·and pamphlet.s ~wery 
Saturday afternoon, from 3 to 5-30. 

· "FREEiilOM" can be obtained (wholesa.le and 'retail) at National Labour 
Press; Jolinson's Court, Fleet Street, E,C. ; a,lso at Henderson's, 66, Charing 
Cros.s Road, ."W.C. Ana.rchist books and pa.mphlets a.re on sale at the latte~· 
boo:kshop. · 

.. ,COWDENBEATH.-" FREEDOM" and Anarchist .books . and pa'mphlets 
c'a..n be :obtained at t e. 0ommu.nist Literat;gre1 Dep0t, 128, Perth Road, 
Coiwdenbeath. , ~ r 

. CARDIFF.-" FREEDOM,'! boo,ks~ and p~mphletrs can be had from A. 
J3anks, 1, Carmarthen S.~root , off M;:>.rket R!:>ad, 9anton, Cardiff. Call and 
have a chat .. _ 'Group· bemg . formed. · . , 

LIVERP.OOL.-C.O.rllra.de J. David.son, 36, Great Orford Street, 
. Brownlow Hill, wishes ~o form a Communist Group. ·, Comrades willing t 'o 

join please yvrite or cal'L Anarchist and Freethowght papers apd books on 
- sale. · 

WILLESDEN· ''FREEDOM " LEAGUE.-Discussions on. Political and 
Social qu.estions are held eve· ·y Stinday evening (:7-3©) at Hamilton Ha1f, 

• 
1 ~igh Road _,(elo~e to Pound Lane 'b.1,!s termjnus). 
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