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NOTES. 

The '' Anarchist Conspiracy.'' 
Lloyd George has a keen sense of humour and he must have 

smiled broadly when he wrote that sentence about .the railwa:v 
strike being an "Anarchist conspiracy." It recails his denuncia­
tion of the Labour Party as '' Bolsheviks '> prior to the General 
Election last December. Unfortunately the railway strike was 
not · an Anarc.hist conspiracy, but the Government's action in 
bringing out the troops and their call for the formation of a 
citizen army was meant to terrify the average man into believing 
that we were on the verge of a revolution. Lloyd George said 
that since last February the Government had been preparing a 
civilian organisation to break strikes, and evidently they con­
sidered the railv;ay strike a suitable occasion on which to test 
its efficiency. Having had a trial run, ' they found out its weak 
points and w.ill now set about remedying them in preparation 
for any event that may happen in the foture. Meanwhile we 
would ask all fhose who talk about "constitutional" methods 
to note that the wealthy class in this country will use ''force to the 
uttermost '' in defence of their wealth, whether the workers act 
constitutionally or otherwise-: Their motto is : " What we have 
we hold." To break their chains the workers must break con­
stitut.ions which are built up op their slavery. 

Uoyd Ge~rge and ~abour. 
There are certainly . grounds for .suspicion tpat many Labour 

leaders are inclined to look t<?· Lloyd George . as a possible Labour 
·Prime l\1inister when a Labour Government comes into power. 
It does n_ot matter how . many kicks they receive from this tricky 
Welshrnan, they are always certain · to . make excu~es for him. 
During the war myster~ous hints were dropped that he was in 
favour of peace by negotiation, · but Clemenceau or Sonnino or 
.some other Allied Premier always opposed it. Just recently we 
heard through Bullitt, the American journalist, that Lloyd George 
was in favour of making peace with the Bolsheviks, but th.e 
Tories prevented him doing so. And nc»w in the negotiations 
prior to the railway strike -it was the wicked Eric Geddes 
that stepped in his way ·when he wanted to make terms with 
Thomas. He is always the str<)rtg map struggling with adversity, 
who would be such a nice Labour m_an if he could only get suffi-

. cient backing. But vve should thin~ that after his actions in the 
railway strike his place is definitely fixed in the capitalist camp. 
Even his land .policy lJ.e throws overboard now for ever. Listen : 
" Whether it i~ . the acquisition of land or of labour, if the com­
munity needs it it must pay a fair price for it." Forgotten is the 
Land Campaign, the. Land Song, and Limehouse!_ Lloyd George 
follows the track beaten down by the footsteps or successful 
politicians, a track along which the Labour Party will follow him 
sooner or later. . 

The War fo Ireland. 
. . It- was evident . to everyone th3:t - the large army in I~eland, 
equipped with tanks, . aeroplanes, and all modern appliances of 
~:-var, _would J?.Ot remain idle . for long; and no one was surpris,ed 
fo heat of the . proclamation of the Sinn Fein organisation as . a 
" _.dangerous association," whilst the . suppression of Sinn Fe1n 
:p;:ipers fo.Ilo1wed .as _ a matter of c:o~rse. The most s.urprising 
thing was _ the self-restraint of the I.rish' people . in refusing to be 
'goaded . into1 a - revolt 'which w61uid . have endeci in the wholesale 
massacre of many of their young-est and best ·men .and women. 
The .spirit whiFP animates the 1risfi . rebels · cannot be -suppressed 
oy:' prodamatiof.l·s;" and · we think-. the British Government have 
found · out by thfa 'timy·, that soine; ' political nio:ve on their part . is 

~ -,~~~ce~s_a_~f.: ,..~? .. p~eye#t J~e- vyas.tf.in ~?·IV:a in:.' k~7ping· . µ p _~the army 
·of 'occ.u_pat1onr m .-Ireland. .U,ntrl thJs _question of svJf,..government 
I/settled · ~liere ·:seemii Tittle· h6pe ·af Jrish' \~o'rkers becoming 

Socialistic to any great extent. That, of course, is one reason 
why it has been kept · alive so long. On Septemher I 1, an officer, 
addressing _his men on the barrack square at N eniagh? said : '' V/ e 
thought the war was ·ended, _but find it is not. When you go 
through Tipperary treat the people as in an enemy country." 
But we think: that many of the soldiers have had their eyes opened 
by the \Var) and aithough they may be taken to Ireland it will be 

· more difficult to get them to shoot. The idea that Capitalism 
is the cause of most of our troubles is slowly · but surely gaining 
ground among the workers, and on that fact we base our hopes 
of righting the wrongs o.f Ireland and all other countries. 

Bankers' "Lightning Strike." 
Railwaymen will be much interested in the following, taken 

from the Manchester Guardian (October 7) : 

"While the railwaymen were on strike for higher wages 
than the Government proposed to pay, the financiers of Loncton > 

q_uite unostentatiously, were engineering · a movement to 
secure a higher rate of interest upon their loans to the Gove·rn­
ment. The financiers, of course, did not need to go on slril{~, 
but they did the same thing in effect, by w~thhold.i~g money. 
The consequence was that the Government had yesterday to 
announce that th:ey will pay one per cent. more on T1reasury 
bills, or, to be literally correct, allow one per cent. to be 
deducted from the price. The money market has seen 
that t~e Government were in need of large sums just now to pav 
off Exchequer bonds and meet interest requirements, · and it 
has taken ·advantage of the Government's necessities. . . . . 
The matter has no connection, of course, with the railway 
strike, but it is remarkable that it should coincide with that 
movement and force the nation .info paying millions per ye~r 
mote ih interest befort the general public knew anything about 
it." 

This increase in the rate of interest gives ·the finahciers 
£8,500,000 extra per annum, which will go into the pockets of 
comparatively . few people. It is sheer robbery, but no troops 
were ·called out, the bankers were not _ called '' Anarchists,'' and 
there was no stipulation that the increase was only to· last · whilst 
champagne and motor cars r<emained I 25 per cent. a,bove pre­
war level. And, strange to say, all bankers are to. be .paid the 
samt: rate, whether their age is 18 or 80, irrespective of their 
length of service. Truly, the railwaymen have a lot to l~arn ! 

The Lying Press. 

One bright )ricident in' the railway strike w~s the action of 
the Printers' U riio~ns iri. checking the ·lying statet:nents of the 
Press. We have several times pointed out in these columns the 
inconsistency of compositors . and others employed in printing 
offices assisting in the publicatio;n of lies about La,bour struggles, 
in some of which th~y have · themselves been e~gaged. . The men 
employed in the M avl, S k~tch: and 'Expre:., s offices , protesteq against 
some of the statements ~n tl:iose · p~pers1 , with the · res-ul! that the 
Railwaymen's U nipns wer·e allowed to s~ate their c;tse every day 
by paying for it at advertisement rates. The proprietors ho\\-'led 
about the freed().jri. ·cw the Press, hut had to give ·way . But the 
best jo~e was a resolutioq. passed .by the London Branch of -the 
Institute .of 'Journalists expressing their . "' ~arm appreciation of 
the firm adiori taken by newspaper publishers to maintain, in- the 
public interest, the traditional ·liberty of the British · Press." 
What humbug;; these f.ellows 3:re !. They know there · i'S n:o -such 
thing as the. liberty of tpe Press. They have to write to order 
or 'out they _go. ' During· the war the ~ress ,Bur~au·· ~ensor corn~ 
pelled the.in to prinf lies 'day by day, and ' every line . about the 
war had to be sub.rnitted tq th~·_Censor. Since the ·Press Bureai..1 
was. ab'qlished thes~ joµ~rialists h?ve · tol~· U$ all about it. Yet 
'they ·:·d~re t6 pral;e tci1 uf aqopt '-'the_ tradi:tioifa~> liberty of the 
Brfris}i" :eres;s, '·' ~:~ Pro.bably· · J:~1eir ·- resolution ·was 'Pub'Jisfied ·by 
-o:rclers froni. "Noi-thdiffe and · Co. · - _.., ,,~· · - .. - - · . ~ 
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CZECHO--S,LOVAK -ANARCH~IST_S-
801:.SH'EVISM . . · " -" 

AND . 

vVe have. re~~iveCf. the folfowing statement from our; conira<les 
in I;rag:ue .fof' pubiication in FR~EDOM. Owing to.-th~ - writer's. 
insufficient . acquaintance with the English language, · we have 
had to rewrite it, but we have -endeavoured to explain their views 
as cl<:)·s.ely as p6ssible in a smaller compass. . ·- -- . - ---

Concerning the article · in the, July issue of FREEDOM·; under 
.the title_ '' Bolsheviks are Anti -Anarchist,'' we send to our English 
corii.~ades these notes for their information as to the stand that 
we, the Czecho.:.Slovak Communist Party, have taken upon this 
question. Last yea1 the Federation of Bohemian Anarchist 
Communists broke up, and at present our party is the only 
Anarchist organi-sation in existence. 

We have added to our programme. the practical. experiences 
_of the Russian and Hungarian revolutions, but our principles 
have not changed. The Bolsheviks have ·changed their old 
Social Democratic Marxian . programme · by developing . in the 
direction of Anarchism. The principfo points cif om programme 
·agree entirely '\vith the Bolshevik programme as formulated- by 
N. Bucheirin: (1) Abolition ot private property and the wage 
system; (2) autonomous syndicates for wholesale production and 
consumers' communes; ev·entuar abolition of the money system; 
(3) subjective vciluation of all labour _and ·. ecrmomic equaiity; 
(4) abolition of the parliamentary -system, as the expression of 
"the . political and economic rule of the non-producers over the 
producers. We also agree with their revolutionary tactics. \i\T e 
do not bind ourselves to the provisional forms of -administration 
adopted by the Bolsheviks, but are in agreement with their 
Anarchist principle of changing those forms in accordance with 
VEtrying : g'eci;graphical, economic, cultural, and revolutionary 
conditions. Our aim, as Anarchists, is a state of society without 
'2-ompulsory institutions, based on Communism. · In the transition 
period between· bourgeois Capitalism and Anarchist Commun­
ism, it ·is necessary, - in laying the foundations of the new' society, 
that the proletarian organisations should · work by niearis · of Com­
munistic government a,nd Communist education; lintil internal 
and e:xterrial conditions make a go,vernment unnecessary. It i8 
-impossible to put _ Anarchism into practice immediately after the 
revolution -if the -people do · not comprehend even Communism. 
They . 'Yill learn fro1~ the adoptfon of . Communi~tic production 
:a.'hd eons'umptiori in place of capi~alist methods; -
·· - Owing-tOi the ·danger of counter-revolution at home and from 
ahroad, there must be a directing arid organising · institution - to 
gµide and save . the Revolution and to put Communism ' into 
pr~ctice: . The experience of the Russian : a_nd Hungarian Revolu­
tions has tatight us this. lesson, which w~ would have learnt for 
ourselves had . we made the Social Revolution . If we have learnt 
th-is f ron1 · the Bolsheyiks' experience, · \ve -\vould be reactionary 
if yve d.id not improve our own pmgramnie accordingly. _ -
· ' I'n ·tactics a:ls6 we have not changed our ptinciples, but · have 
b.i;oa,dened il with -the . system of Soviets arnl the communes -as 
·a. ' .means of revolution: The dictatorship of the· proletariat was 
"ri6f 'spoken . cif -previously, but to-day it is tlje evident necessity 
of arry; SoCial Re\rol'ution which makes serious claims to success. 
\;Ve cannot bind ourselves exdusively to· the general strike as 
a means of revolution, owing to the economic results of the war 
in Central Europe. 

.The aim of the Russian Revolution is a state of A'narchism, . 
a.: State -without _ a State. As Lenin- says in ·the article, 1

' The 
S9ciety of Classes and the State ", : Is the State a result of the 
irreconCilableness of the classes? • Is it the power '\vhich 
'st-ands over so.eiety and alienates itself 1i1ore and more fro:m it? 
~Th_en it is plain that freedom . for the slave-class is impossi~l~ 
without a forcible revolution and the a.boilition . .of the. State 

:pow~r." Equally so_., N. _ Bµchai;in in '' The Programme of the 
Communjsts " (Bolshev_iks) : "Having begun with their former 
for t:qe most part Marxian progrnmme, they found scarcely any 
Qf it ;was able tp exist in pr,actice. However, they were not 
~aught by compromise and Social Democratic reformism, but put 
jnt9 :: Practi_ce wpa,tever was considered necessary to achi~ve thP­
s:incetely and seriously intended -.freedom of the prole_tariat. And 
they. have .fre~d the Russian workers by Communism whi.ch tends 
to Anarchism. '' · 
., - .. That:. does not agree with the ~ st~tement of the Russian 
C_om~unist in America, who . probably was thin.king · of . t~e 
j\'nar~Q.ists in Russia, whose programme; and tactics . are such 
-that ._ w.e· would reject the name of Anarchist rather than agree 
with them. The , Ru~>sian Anarchists are . against .force . without 
e.~ception, against the force -of -the , pr~,vi~r@aLdi~tatprshi_p o.f .. ~h~ 
pr,ole~<lri<tt, . and against the traqsitional use of the directing: and 
organising power of the State . . c:J'ha_t .. :·P~"iqt_ oL vie~y is. p1~ipl,y 

i_mpossible to-day. Economically,, the Rqs;i,a,~1 Anarchists ... a:~~ in 
fa-vQ.-u_r of d~¥1cling the land into small comrtrnn.es, fuy which,wJfole­
sale produo~ion will - be reduced to production~ <i'H1 a: smaJ~ scale. 
This, in our vie'Vi;', would be a, step back\vard.- Machirn~ry must 

. not ' enslave. the man,, as at present; but under a system of small 
producers th~ indivicluaI would- i;emain a · slave of impedect 
machines for imperfect products:.. Wholesale production. machines 
are more productive and more economical in result; -- their use i::: 
not possible in snrnll communes, but only in large syndicates. In 
short,- , small production would cripple the econpmic situation, 
the-reby encouraging the counter-revohition and endange1~ing the 
whole Communist system. lt is true that i't wilJ not be possible 
to establish wholesale prod_uction syndicates everywhere immedi­
ately after the revolution, and in some places it will be necessary 
to utilise small production during ·the transition period; but that 
is a temporary exception to the economic. programme of the post­
revolutionary period. It is plain, therefore, that the programme 
of the Russian Anarchists cannot lead to Anarchism. "\N e can 
see the good will of it, but it is nai've, and after the world war 
we would call it reactionary' if it were intended seriously. 

It- is this programme which the Russian Communist in 
i-\rnerica had in mind when he said that Bolsheviks are absolutelv 
anti-Anarchist. . " 

We do not wish to copy the Russian Revo1uti0n, as it would 
_show a lack of initiative and be a sign of our incapacity; but we 
are glad to add to our programme what we have Teamed from the 
war and fr6m the Revolutions, \vhich will help in gafoi.ng freedom 
for the workers. We do not restrict the development of our ideas ; 
we do: not bind. ourselves even to our programme . of. to-day, the 
deta ils :of whic-h will certainly be changed in · acoord<:tnce with 
future experience. But our Anarchist a ims and the chief points 
Of our Communistic . programme and revolutionary tactics Pemai ~i 
unchang ed·, and we stand firm upon them and are answerable, 
morally, for them · to a_U the proletariat a i1d with our lives. 

ELVE. 

COMMUNIST LEAGUK 

To· the Editor of FREEDOM. 

Dear Comrade,--'-In his ·reply, "in 'July FREEDOM to my criticis!n 
of the Communist League, Comrade Bloom states tl}at I- have _not 
sucqeeded in throwing off my petty prejudices and jealousies. 
Teri yea.rs ·ago-,-· 0s a ~ocial Democrat, I beta 'exadly- the same 
opihfons and -: occupied· the ·'s-ame· Marxian po,s_ition , that he holds 
to-day, which proves my ·contentiO:h that "che;rnge of n_ani.e do'es 
n6t · 11~cessarily inean change of party P:i-inciples."' Otherwise how 
comes it that I as a Social Den1ci:crat eould hold exactly the same 
position . 8.s -Comra_de Bloom now does as a '' Comn1unisf ' '? . I 
still . main fain that the c·on:stittitiori and platform of the Cominuni?.t 
Leag'u~, if -carr.ied into practice;' will . rio~ abolish oppression; -hut 
ll)ay" ii1aug'urate a state o;f ' affairs involving _a de_spotism far worse . 
ev~n than capital~"srn. - Whaf is my ]X>s.itfo,D. as a worker und~r 
c:apitalism ?. T work for ari -'individual · capitali~t : . If I disagree 
with him i.1pon ai1y poifl.t I m_ay t.ell him to ·" , go, to heH, ,, - ::ind 
obtain ernriloyment 'with '.other employers, the only' condiri:on bei',1g 
th-at I shall;p-i-odtice " · ?lirplus value." Upon- this condition , I n-13.y . 
obtain a rr: ·oqei~-te a.mount of -freedo111. What is my positio\ . 
under , the '. '. Co1ri1111u nism " ·o.f tpe Commuriist _ League? . -The 
mutual antagqnisms between th_e employers having p~en 
-~bolished arid substituted by one interest alone, that of the people, 
eve'ry :,.vor:-kshop ii1 .the country is worked upon the representative 
basis, each with a . committee, secretary' president or shop 
steward, ,.,elected by a show o.f hands or by ballot. This implies 
the· rule o.f - fh_~· 111a jor!ty, also -an \mrepresented minority. These 
vvo-rksliop committees ;.:ire linked "up with a " Local Worke~-s' 
Council," thence to a "Cen~ral Administrative Body." When I 
have a disagreement with the works manager, whom the majority 
have elected, and whom I may have voted against, imagine ·my 
telling. him to "go to hell" and refusing to work under him any 
longe:r_. - .My . slaver.y7 ,wo~1ld be ·complete. r should ; be repo,rted to 
the \AT,_otrks _Co-inm1ttee, .. tQ the Local Council and to the Adminis­
'trative Cc;rn'ncil. The majority, deciding that I was wr~ng, . would 
g·ive · 'orders that I ·must sub-mit to their -conditions or , -?tarve. 
.\i\Thether . Comrade Bloom likes it_ or not,_ this is undoubtedly .the 
'' S_ervile- State.'' _', .As P_ipµ9h_on says : ''What is Democracy hut 
the subsitution of the despotism of the people for the_ despotism 
of a bureaueracy." -- · .- ' , 
I • The . trLJ,th is that no 6-ne can possibly represent anyone else. 
The mosl plau.sible and mealy . mouthed orntor who_ stroked and 
patt'e9. the :yVork~'rs on ·the , pack woulr;I beco:me an ad~foistrator. 
The_ reM ) ;progre.ssive, . the,- ''. .gr,umbler, '' would ·be sat on ... 
Wh~reyer. there: _is: ,i~presentatio:1i by . ri1ajority rule there -,fre 
.poFtics ' and 'tp.e _ ~o~e; ~ -~vhic_h ·:bry~9 · 1x~n.g and _chicanery . . · Rather 

-- : ~· i,.. 
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th~11. submit to. the slaver.y of the people I ~vould . much prefer 
to sacrifice the "surplm;, value " as now. 
. . Ca~l . Mar~ hi.inself ~lls us that the human mind sought in 

vain to get to the bottom of the value form, which is very elemen­
tary and simple, while the more complex forms were successfully 
analysed. "Why? Because the -body as an organic whole is 
more easy . to study than are the cells of that ·body.'' Does not 
this apply to society? Are we not led astray by studying society 
as a whole, instead of in its cell form, the individual. If _society 
is lool~ed upon a~ -a who:le it mp.y eas.ily happen that no individual 
is : ~ade h~ppier, , but if we make each individuql happi~r it follows 
that the whole of society is made happier. 

No, -comrade; to obtain freedom one -must not work for a 
'' Dictatorship,'' however temporary. The plea of -, ' temporary '' 
is almost always an expedient piece of bluff for the establishment 
of the permanent, ' like the British occupatiOn of Egypt. Once 
broµght. intoi being, a Dictatorship seeks to justify and prolong 
its e~istence, ·and brutalises those who attempt to destroy it. 

~ ·d:is;:igree eptirely with Comrade Bloom that managers, 
~rganisers and administrators ar~· necessary. Being divorced 
from production they become parasites. The pr9ducers will have 
to keep and_ feed them. This will entail longer hours of labour, 
conseq\lently .exploitation of those who do not approve. To-day, 
yvh~n we _ are puzzled about some job we do not always run to the 
foreman, but generally to our workmates to seek advice. \Ve 
listen t0i that advice, but do not necessarily follow it. So under 
Anarchism we should consult our workmates. They would, as 
now, tender their advice and would not see us go wrong with 
whatev~r job we were engaged on. A manage·r would therefore 
be'·,su,perfhious . 
. . . I alsp strongly disagree with Comrade Bloom whe-n he says: 

'-'-Tn.ie .freedom can only come as 9- result of econoµiic freedorn. '' 
That ' statement contains a certain amount of truth but is false. -It 
synt4~s~ses all human conduct and emotion into one element; it 
eritirely _ neglects the ideological. Knowledge and prog;ress ar(;. 
dep:endent u_pon the action and -reaction of these two elements, 
the ·material and the ideological. Belfort Bax says : "Economic 
conditions, let them press never so hardly, reqqire the fertilising 
influence of an idea and an enthusiasm before they can give birth 
t6 a great movement, let alone to a new society." The materii1I 
s~ands to the mind as bricks .and mortar stand to the builder. 
~ron ore would still be iron ore but for the application of the 
idea which fashioned it into the machine. Therefore all progress~ 
all science, all art, even Marxism,. Anarchism, etc., are -the re-;ult 
o.f the -subjective examination and analysis of objective phe1m-
1nen,a, .. which by the _aid of conception, asso~iation and rn.eni·xy 
g eneralised · into laws, which we term knowledge. All kµowledge 
is relative; knowledge cannot be absolute. Thought, therefore, 
by m\rnJding material into useful forms, is the most important of 
these . inseparable elements. Since " Economic Determinisrr " 
negl~cts . the ''mind field,'' it also leads to a neglect of the indi­
vi_duaJ and apothe9sises society as a whole., 1'his reasoning is. 
viciou?. What is society? It is entirely a mental abstraction. 
It qqes not live, · it does not think, it is not conscious. The only 
part of society that possesses these attributes is th~ individu~~1· 
He _ ~}r she is the thinker, the conscious being, the initiator ot. 
progress: It is the individual that produces everything; the indi­
vidual, therefore, should be the first consideration; society shoul~ 
be entirely subordinated to his or her interests. 

It is because Anarchism relegates society to its correct posi­
tion, because it treats the · individual as the prime factor, the 
conscious unit, the thinker, the revolutionist, the initiator of pro­
gress, and _Q~cau_-~e. Communism implies its exc.i:ct ppposite, . that 
I am not a . Marxian Socialist, that I am not a member of the 
Communist League, but an Anarchist.-Yours fraternally, 

. w. F. HOP.KINS. 

Suppression of Chinese Anarchist Paper. 
" 

· · The ·c.hin~se comrades who run the Anarchist Communist 
· pape1,1 La E11olucio, in Chinese and Esperanto, at Shanghai, send 

us . the ~ollo~wing (Nugust 10)°: "Our paper, La Evolucio) for the 
propaganda ·of Anarchism' and Syndicalisl\l, now in its third 
issue; · has , been s,uppres~ed by the Governrpent. 04r correspon­
denc~ po~t office box was raided and sealed ; corre?pondence 
shoulc;l, Jherefa,~e, _ not be sent there. - ComrC!..de Pekon has been 
ar-rest~dand ,sentenced to. two years imprisonment. All agents 
for _ our · paper have -been fined . heavily, -and all our books :burnt 
by _, t4~ police. ~he action o.f the Government is extn~mely 
tyrarJ..fpcal, . .but we intend to go on with ren·ewed energy a.nd bring 
0~1t _:o~:r - paper -seuetly. No" 4 of La Evolucio is in the pre'ss 
a!!c:l-_w.1:11- soon be on sale. Ad~ress - all correspondence to Siripak, · 
33, Sa1chuk Street, Fat-Shan, · Canton, China." 

A RVSSIAN YILL.l\GE. * 

The raft men, probably a million of them, whose llfe is 
passed on Rµs.~i~'s winding rivers, the armie·s of labour th~t 
roam from one big job to another, wherever raiiways, bridge$: 
dams, canals, ·are to be constructed; the travelling blacksµ1iths 
and tailors and shoemakers; the huge mass of peasants-for nine­
tenths of Russia's population live in villages-ignorant and ~asy­
going, or sto..Iidly industrious and saving; these are the people 
Qn whos:e laps the future lies. They constitute its mystery, and it 
is much more important to get at what they feel and thin~ and_ 
want than to record the speeches of Lenin and -Trotsky-, or 
analyse the mental subtleties that split up the intelleduals: 

Are these mas~es breaking· away from the old C0mmuni-sm 
oi the Mir, or are they sticking to it more closely than ever? 
Are they for the Class VV ar, or are. they, like Tolstoy, utterly 
oistrusttul of Socialism and believers in a L1 niversal Brotherhood 
that knows nc} classes!' 1-ia ~~ they a~y -confidence in the State, 
such as Hritish workers appear to have, or are they at bottom. 
raq~ lndi\f1pualists and Anarchists? ) hese ar.e_ the great ques- - '· 
uons to whicp on~ 'YPU,lq like to get ~ satisfactory answer, and 
n seems, as yet, impossible to get it. However, the number of 
trarned and conscientious observers trying to hammer PL!t an 
answ·er is increasing. hrnest r'ooie is among the latest. 

Une ha,s confidence in }Joole. lt must be' some te_n or fifteen 
years ago since he first attracted attention in the United States bv 
a remarkable artide on the imminence of a ~'Red Revolution. 1

' 

Sip.c~ thyp. he has travelled far: and dug deeply into social condi-: 
tions in v;uio~!S countries. his novel,· - The Barqour,'' is to our 
think~ng, a more comprehensive stl}dy than was Zol~'s 
·' Germinal.'' At any rate, he is an exceptionaliy dose · anp cG<m-_ 
petent observer, intensely sympathetic and plainly eager 1:0 set 
out truth as he sees it. The work of such a man is always well 
worth while, and we believe that those who are w_ise enough to 
read his latest book, "The Village," will not regret it. They 
may fipd in it at least a p(}rtial answer to such questions as ·we 
have· suggested. 

Poole W!}11ted to -get c:iw4y from the Petrograd talkers and 
down -amopg the country workers. He wante~ to find out what 
the War qnd the Revolution had done fo.r the peasants, and how 
they felt about them. lt was only his second visit to Russia, and 
one can hardly expect him to have seen far into the heart 0£ 
things. He co:uld stuciy only one small spot, and it w_ould he 
ridiculous t9 pass therefrom judgment on the whole. But the' 
man is a keen aqd well-trained observer, and he sets before us. 
a seri~s of what' s~~m to, be comprehensive and well-establi.shed 
types. 

Here we can only snatch an occasional passage or reflection 
which may furnish food for thought. "This farm is his passion, 
it is like his child. '-"For the peasants are cautious. Mere 
words won't do."-" Yes, we are living pretty well in spite of 
the disorders in towns. VVe have plenty to eat, fo.r, we catch our 
own fis):i, rai~e qur owp chicken~, our wheat and rye antj vege­
tables. As for clothes, in almost every hut we have old loom~ 
and spinning wheels that we hav·e not used for years-but now. 
all the old gra.flnies are fixing them up. We grew flax in our 
fields this summer; there are still enough sheep to give us some 
wool, and so this winter we'll make our own clothes."-" They 
claim to speak for us when we have never heard of_ them."­
" l3dore . t4ey are fit to own all the land the peasants must learn two 
great things. First, they must be taught modern farming-how 
to get the most out of the soil; and second, every one of them_ 
mu'st learn to work for the good of all. At present they are a-; 
suspicious of each other as grey wolves."-" This was only' 0 ;1c 

example of how the Russian peasants rebelled against the 
sentimentftl streak that ran through our schooJ-books in those ­
days. They had been drawn from German models, and the 
plf!-nners did not stop to tqink what a difference there is between 
German and Russian children. The Germans are sentimental, the 
Russians a~e realjsts to the core.'' . 

From this last r·emark we ourselves take much comfort. - vVe · 
thinl~ that the Russians are the people who will get down to facts 
and be the first to free themselves from the spells politician 
eloql!ence throws over the masses. They are a living people, with 
roots that run deep ingo the soil. They have a passion for the 
qatural f!_nd a capacity for giving free rein to natural passions. 
When they have shaken off the grip of the Invader, as the;: soon 
~ill shake it off, they will not tolerate for long those State 
artif1cialities which are strangling the life' of every-other European . 
nation. Mr. Po:ole 's charming little volume' confirms us in that 
view. 

''' " '.l'he . Vplage; Rus~jan Impressions," by . Ernest Poole. 6s. net. (Lon.don, , 
Macmillan and Co.) 
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. THE- .RAILWAY STRIKE. 

The nine days' railway strike just settled was the opening 
skirmish of the great fight which must take place sooner or 
later between the forces of Capital and the forces o.f Labour. It 
was but an incident in the Class War which is always going on, 
but with ·this difference : that its class character was plain for ail 
to see from the n1oment the strike was declared, and the 
struggles now looming in the near future will be class struggles. 
pure . and simple. Weak-kneed Labour men and a few timid 
Liberals may try t~' harm~nise the contending interests of Capital 
and Labour-the Haves and the Have-nots-but nothing· can 
prevent the clash. 

We do not believe that J. H : Thomas thought for one 
moment that his threat of a strike would be accepted~'' I left 
no stone u~turned to .avert it,.' ' he says-but the men in the other 
camp promptly took up the challeng~, and the Railwaymen's 
Union had to tight whether they wanted to or not. The fact that 
the other partners in he Triple Alliance had not been consulted 
proves that Thomas did not expect a strike. That the railway­
men were ready . for a tussle was p,roved· by their splendid 
solidarity. By 'midday on Satu·rday, Septeniber 27, there were. 
hardly a dozen trains running i~1 the whole country, and with the 
exception of a few men who went . back this solidarity continued 
to the .end, in ST?·ite of all the lies to the contrary. 

Immediately the strike started the capitalist Press raised a 
howl. It was- a " starvation " strike, it was a pistol at the head 
of the Gqvernment, it ·was a declaration of \\rar on the community, 
and Lloyd Georg~ capped the lot with his statement that it was 
an "Anarchist conspiracy." As a simple matter of fact; the 
railwayrnr n were ·merely ask~ng that their wages and standard 
of living should be maintained at a slightly higher position than 
before the war. Really, the £3 minimum asked for is lower than 
the wages of millions of their fellow workers, and in itself was 
not the cause of the sudden attack by the Government. r ·he latter 
thought it was a good opportunity to smash oine section of the 
Triple Alliance, so as to make it easier to deal with the.· others 
later on. The spontaneous action of the rank and file of other 
Unions in ral~ying to their support defeated this plot, and at the 
end of nine days the Government dropped its cast-iron attitude, 
granted some of the men's demands, and the strike was over. 

On the following Tuesday, speaking in the City of London, 
Lloyd George stated that the Government had been preparing 
for a fight since last February, by building up a s.trike-breaking 
organisation, which was not to be disbanded now the railway 
strike was over, but was to be maintained for future emergencie~. 

'' I will tell you a secret about this organisation. In 
February I came to the conclusion that t here were signs that 
this was coming. I felt .it my duty to leave the Peace Con­
£ erence, because I felt that matters at home might require 
attention, and my colleagues and I started this organisation, 

· a purely civilian organisation. I congratulate them 
· very. much on the success of it. But I want to i~ake it clear 
that it is not a war organisation, which will pass away the 
moment you demobilise- cO:mpletely. That is an irrip~rtant fac.t 
to bring home. '' 

The class character of the strike · was shown by -the immediate 
tn.obilisation.of the motor ~ars .belonging to the upper and middle 
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· class. The wealthy Autqmobile Association threw all its organ­
isation into the fight against the Unions, and we heard of Lord 
Tomnoddy and Sir Richard Vere . de Vere driving milk lorries 
to pro~ide food for the poqir children who would otherwise be 
starved by the wicked railwaymen. The ·zvf anchester Guardian 
specially noted the class feeling. It saip, : 

'' Among other disagreeable things, the dispute ha_s thrown 
a sudden · light on an astonishing prevalence of class hatred 
among English people of the up;per and mid,dle class. Every­
one moving among well-to-do Englishmen in the first days of 
the strike must have been struck by the commonness o.f ex­
pressions of savage glee at the thought of a ·war of conquest 
against organised Labour, the longings for a ' fight to a finish,' 
the talk of 'smashing these fellows once and for all,' and so on, 
'these fellows' representing, as a matter of fact, the greatest part 
of the English nation. A large part of the Press has confirmed 
this evid~nce by applying to the organised Labour of England 
a bitterness of invective not previously used except against a 
foreign enemy." . · . 

Naturally so. The class ·that is fighting the. Bolsheviks ·with 
guns and starvation and iies is prepared to use the same weapons 
at home against organised Labour, whom they regard as Bol­
sheviks or Anarchists. 

The strike has shown how foolish are those people who think 
they are justified ih using direct action for economic purposes, 
but not for political ones . Mr. Thomas took up this attitude at 
the Trades Union Congress a few days before the strike. But 
when he declared what he would term an " economic" strike, 
the . Gov,ernment promptly made it a "political" strike by saying 
it was a declaration of war against the State. Poor Mr. Thomas 
said : " I did not want to defeat the Government " ; but he soon 
found the Government wanted to defeat him. As the strikes of 
the future are certain to involve larger and larger bodies of men, 
the Government, which necessarily represents the capitalists and 
the wealthy class, is bound to take a hand in them, and they will 
become '' political '' strikes at once. 

The great lesson of the strike for the workers is that no 
Government will or can tolerate the growth of an organisation 
of Labour wbich seriously challenges its power. If the Triple 
AHiance ever declares a general strike of the whole of its mem­
bers it will he a fight to a finish with the Capitalist State. ff 
the Triple Alliance wins, not being A'narchist, it must assume 
the powers of government. This means, therefore, that a general 
strike involves civil ·war. The Government recognises that 
pos•ition and is feverishly preparing for it. What is organised 
Labour doing? 

Let there be no mistake about it, the wealthy class will 
fight tooth and nail to defend their wealth and their privileges. 
Every · weapon-from aeroplanes to poison gas, from prison to 
scaffold, from starvation to massacre-will be used against the 
workers whenever they try seriously to throw off their Chains. 
By the ballot-box you are allowed to decide which mast,er shall 
hold the whip . B'ut when you decide to abolish the master class 
you will find the ·ballot-box is of less use than a bow and arrow. 
Only by Direct Action can the masters be O'Verthrown, and only by 
Direct Action · can we take possession of the land and the means 
of life for ours·elves and our fellow men and women. 

THE DEATH OF A PEOPLE. 

The truly awful state of the inhabitants 6.f Vienna and what 
is left of the old A'ustrian Empire can hardly be realised by the 
British ·people, whose food supply during the war was infinitely 
better than that of any other country except the United States. 
Starvation and wasting diseases are rapidly wiping out tb.e people 
of that once-prosperous country, and the · article by our Austrian 
comrade in last month's FREEDOM .is now ' supplemented by a 
pamphlet issued by the Fight the Famine Council (329, High 
Holborn, W. C. r ). The title, ''The Death of a People," truly 
sums up the tragic situation. It was hoped that the peace terms 
would be modifi~d when the facts were put before the Paris 
Council, but they were not; and it seems as tho'ugh the . Allies 
hav>e. deliberately doomed these six millior1s to a lingering death 
in order to please their new-f Oluid friends on the -borders o.f 
German-Austria. The Viennese are selling their last few belong­
ings in order to buy food-at ruinous prices_; when those are 
gone·::- -tlie . problem of Austria will he solved by death. \Ve do 
not belie ye people are really · callous in this matter, . but they 
are either ignorant or too much eng-rossed in their .o-wn struggle. 
for existence. · 



.: TWIST. 

Put it in Y<>;ur Pip~ !lnd Sm<;>ke it . . 
~ - . Lei me begin this article with the statement that secret dipfo.­
wac;:y always mean~ . c;Iishone~t diplomacy. Indeed I incline to 
the opinion that the essence of diplomacy is dishonesty. When 
statesmen: meet together-at Paris or any other place-to· settle 
the _affai_r.s of nations, they are actuated by' the desire to get as 
Il:Juch a_s· can be got . for the particular cliques· they represent. 1 f 
would never do for ·the peoples to kno·w what is going on. Yet 
the peoples are in such fashion _committed to the expenditure of 
blo.Q19 and tr'easure, becatfse, forsooth, those statesmen claim t·o 
be representative of them. · · 
:. . . A'n.· admirable illustration occurs in the treaty made between 
Great Britain and France . in the year 1909. We had an exhibi­
tion at Shepherd's Bush to celebrate the thing. Edward VII. 
went tO- Paris, also to celebrate the thing. Yet. there ~ere 
no1t half a dozen n1en in -this -country who · knew that! that treaty 
contained clauses by which Great Brit?in was committed to sup­
port France in the event of this latter country going ·to war with 
Germany. · The text of these clauses has not yet been marle 
public. · There are members of the Cabinet who have never had 
the opportunity to read them over. And in the sequel we are 
E:~)mpeUed to offer up the lives of one ini.llion of ol.ir fellovJ 
fountt.imen . because of an agreement which none of us has ever 
s~en .a11d ab9ut which V\'.-e _kno"Y nothing at all. · · · · 

)f J, s}Joul<;l go to any sane man and offer to make in his 
name an agreement with some thinl party, committing him to 
the full extent of his _ life. and possessions, with the condition that 
he should ' never· see such agreement di; know anything at all about 
it, he would in all probability kick me into the street. But the 
Flj'aryel remain.s. What he would · never dream of allowing me 
to• do·· for hi_m_Oiri . my private· capacity, he applauds so~eone e,1se 
for doing b'ecause this someone else· Claims to be!, his represenfa-: 
tive. · · . . . . 

;.. 'L:et us · rid o~rselves of ca·nt ! · Whoever Lloyd Ge9rge may · 
t~pre·~ent, ·· he does not and cannot . le~ally or morally represent 
nie. ·] pnt this ·down in black and white that fools may read · it, 
Neither in Paris nor in the House of Commons does he represe~1t 
fi.1.e. ··-There was never a Tory or a Liberal or a Labourite good 
enough to represent me anywhere!. ·: From my observations .rny 
of them or all of them cannot even' represent themselves. l'4e 
word "representative " is the standing joke of the English 
dictionary. · - - · . · 

Before .I. ask the .individual reader to apply the little word 
'' me '' to hirnsel_f let me put into court more evidence. 

Eady ~n 1917 England, France and Italy-:-tliese words stand 
not f p'r natiqns but fpr . cliques-had. pledg·ed their support to 
Ja pan-another clique. (In parenthesiS it niay be remarked that 
one of the things to be abolished by the ·war · was secret· diplomacy.) 
Senator Norris of the American Senate has quoted some Jetter.s 
which were going the rounds during this critical period. Sum­
marised, they read to this effect : Letter I., from England to 
Japari, February 16, 1917: His .. Britannic Majesty'.s Governn~ent 
will suppor~ , the clairps of 1 a pan in reg-ard. to the disposal of 
G~rman rights in Shar:i.tung if t.he Japan~se Government will do 
fhe s'arhe for· Great Britain iii regard: to ---its claims to the German 
islands south of the Equator. · Letter II., Feb. 21, 1917: Japan 
agh~:~s· to . this ~ bargain, with · SQme· cant. about being "happy to 
note it as fresh proof of the ties that unite the two Allied Powers.'' 
Letter III. is fr.o;rn Japan to . France and cornmunicate;s the detail:s 
of the bargain, hoping the Government of the French Republic 
' '' 'will' give assurance thaf Ja pan may COlJnt tipon its full support 
i,n.- this qµestion." Le~ter IV . . is :the French ·reply to· Japan : The 
French Goveni.inent will support_ 'the cl_aims · of Japan providing 
that the Japanese Government ' will bring China it1to .the war. 
The ·c~onsequences of this -in China should be' the follo1\ving : 

" r. Handing passports to the German diplomatic" agents 
and ·consuls: · · · 

" 2. The obligations of all under German. jurisdiction to 
leave Chinese territ.ory. 

"3. The internment of German ships in ChiBese poirts and 
.· the : ultimate -requisition of these ships in order to phce them 
. ,· at :.the dis·positioq. .of , the . Allies, following the example of Italy 

and Portugal. According to. the informatLc;)fi of the F-rench 
Govern~ent, there -are fifteei: German ships in Chinese ports, 
to.taling '.about 40,000 tons. · . · · 
.·. - "'' 4: . Requisition of German 00mniercial houses est~blished 
in China; forfeiting of the right of Germany in ·tlie concessions 
she possesses in , ce_r:t.c,ti.r;i pa_rts 6.(, C~ina. ''. . . . .. 

It is riot often ·wcy get' such ·· an intirnate · peep · into a th,ieves' 
kitchen. ' · · ' · · 

· ~: . .' T-h-ere must be in existence scores of other 1,etters, of .bargain 
and agfeem'ent; wdtteri "dtiting the' great war ·by thg .. pseudo-repre­
sentatives of the peoples concerned which will never see the light 

of d':3:y. Yet by then]· a_r~ millions of people coinm_ittetj, ·among th~n\: 
you -and I. For my part I repudiate the trickery-what the dev1f 
do you propose fo dd? · 

· Government can only ·keep agoing _ by cunning and trickery .. 
It play-s one interest against another interest, one man against' 
another, but it stands consistently and thomughly and aff along 
for the continuance of its own existence. There are financial ancf. 
propert1ed interests to be conserved. And to conserve such 
interests millions of . poor fools dress themselves in funny clothing 
.and proceed to shoot one another dead_.:._at the bidding of q.overn': 
ments. 

·there are those who would abolish secret diplomacy. 11_ 
can never be abolished wh_ile the fact of government' remains with' 
us. . I argue, we argue, not for a change of government-Labour 
or Socialist.:._nor for the " dictatorship of the proletariat"__..:... 
whatever this maf mean___:_but · for the complete overthr6w and· 
suppression of the fact of government. That is, for ourselves. 
If other people wish to be governed, why they i1mSt please them-, 
selves;· but 'they must not apply their ·governrrient to us. If this. 
means the end orf law and order, then law and order must go )nto 
the limbo of f6rgotten things along with government. 

· This language is plain enough, I hope,. We are prepa r .. ~cf 
to take the dangers and difficulties w~ may have to face, but with 
this gravest danger of all, government, we will make no corp­
promise. The greatest of human kind refused · to be a ruler. and 
governo;r; such refusal is the real quality of greatness. 

What has gove·rnment done for us since the fatal year of. 
1914'? It .has ·not protected our homes nor deferid'ed our lives~ , 
It has not given us food to eat nor clothing to wear....:...._these things 
v;ie provided for ourselves. It has not given us Liberty nor h.asi 
it re·cognised human dignity. But it has made insidious agr·~e.:.· 
ments with other governments; it has filched what small liberty· 
we did enjoy;· it has made of us a nation of slaves and hirelings-. : 
Before· 1914 it demanded from us millions upon millions of pounds 
to· secure us against invasion. But we have not been and are not' 
secured against · 'invasio:n. It dictated that millioh.s of men and> 
women should ·fight .for the presen;a.tion of an empire the most 
colossal and ridiculous the world has ever seen.. It has secured' 
£rionopoly for rich men and starvation for poor men. · Not mere: 
rhetoric, these statements, but · profoundly true. · ~ 
·. · · The call i~ to true men and leal men ! No other Government,· 
whatever ' the ' particular adjective attached to it, could have done: 
c);ther than the Goverp:i;nent of 191-4-19 has done: This, properiyi 
ui1derstood, is the damnation of all gdvernment. · i 

. JOHN \iV AK:EMAN. 
·.; 

lNTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

SPAIN. 
·· On · September 5 the Catalonian Rasputin, Bravo · Portillo,' w~s'. 
shot. That bandit has sent many wo~kers to prisqn, and has · had 
many killed. Sabater was o ne of his victims, The Government' 
lmrried. to announce that he was not in official ~mployrnent, buf 
?S BarcelO·na was. under martial law, and Portillo was the right. 
hand man of the Captain General, Sr. Milans. dd Bosch, who 
des,erves the same fate, Bravo Porti11o was an official, and a · high 
one. Several days after, the writer Antonio Amador was arrested, . 
accused by a mouchard o( Portillo; and although the judge in the 
case .is a r;el~tive of Portillo (a thing against. the law), Amador 
was liberated two days later, and the accusing mouchard tried 
as the author of the assassination . . No one knows who killed 
Portillo, but it may v.r.ell happen .to' be his owri moud:iards, · f~·r' 
when they knew too n1U.C11 -p~·rtillo· "lfad . them killed by other 
mouchards. · · 

. The truth is that the . emplo:}'ers, jn.: :a-g:r.e·enient-w.ith -Portillo 
and the Capfain Gei1eFal;:, tried . :tod~:sfablish , a>:reg:ime.· of slavety.;: 
and after having i111p:risqned ·over :10,000 workers; i-they ·. declaif'ed·_ 
a lod{-out. In alarm, . the Press .. of. Madrid sent special :repre­
sentatives to Barcel<;»na, and _they . unanimously declared that it 
\,'\as not the Syndicalists who killed the employers. .For ourselyes 
we have no doubt that nearly all the employers ·and worker!' . 
a~s~ssinated have been killed . by the · gang led · by Bravo Po1;til!o.­
~ · ·· The Governme1it sent as : c~ivil .governor· of Barcelo'ina Sr. '. 

An1ado, director of the Corresvoridehcia 1\/lilitar~ a mari with · no 
credit, either miiitary or ci~ii, 'but_ :who wish~-d .· to do· something

7

~ 
and or<;lered o~ne of his fri~nds, Francisco ·Mira, fo speak w.ith 
the anested leaders and find out the b'~st way to arrive at peace,'. 
Sr. Mira went to; the prison with the-' Argentine ·poet; · Vale:ntfo >de 
Pedro, and arranged with Pestana, Buenacasa, Castella, and 
others, the _b_asi.s of ,a proyisional arrangement, which consisted · 
ip fi:eeingJhe prisoner:~.- legalising the workers' Unions, a.cc.ept-. 
anse. ~. o{ ~he. : 8-h0ur · work~ng. day by all ·the _em'ployers, etc: . .. Tt,ie 
Govem0{-~· denied · haying :sent •. anyqne_· fo :the .. . i;npris_o:S~d ~ Synd'i.:. 
calist leaders to arrange a'• peace.~, :. · He :;also -denied having had" 
aq interview with the Republican Deputy, Marcelino Domingo; 
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bu,t the latte.r proved h~mc to,be aJic:i:r, asserting _that the Governor 
~·ad : a;;ke'd h'.im ~for two . illterviews'j one with ca.-strovido,· director· . 
of .El Pais, . ·and . ano1ther with' Morote in . the latter's .home. 
(Horote ':was se,nt.laE!t, March· hy Romanones · to arrange with the 
i;riipris«)~ned workers, ';vhich caused the fall of the Ministry.) In 
sfio:rt, -a. great. Syndicalist triumph, ·and when we speak of Spanish 
·$yri.dicalis.ts ·we may as well · call them Anarchists. · 

: '.~ ·: In Valencia, Syndicalism has deveiopecf so much · in the past -
year:· or so that the bourgeoisie and the authorities united, awl 
with .. _the- aid of ·the -Catholic Syndicati;s tried to kill it. The 
Syridicalists were publishing daily Solidaridad Obrera, and the · 
Governor wanted to suspend it;· but the typographers went on · 
strike, and not one of the bourgeois papers was published. The · 
w9·rkers employed in the cultivation of rice have agreed to declare 
a general strike if all the arrested workers are riot liberated, 
wjthout forgetting the prisoners of the Cullera movement. . 
. ·. yv·e ) :J.ave r~ceived the first number of Espa11 taco. The fli-st 

pa·g'e, and part of the second, are dedicated to the Catalonian 
battles, a.nd it .gives photographs of Sabater, assassinated · by 
t}i.e _g ·ang of Portillo; Luis Fernandez, one of hi.s assassins; and 
~an~1el Vil1alo nga , condemned to death for having killed, in , 
self-defence, one of the Somaten (a kind of provincial soldier). 

SWITZERLAND. 
Titnes are very hard, prices having risen more rapidly than 

wages, despite all the efforts of the Unions. The Swiss bour­
g·eoisie is showing itself remorseless toward rebels, and the 
prisoners of Orbe, their numbers increased, still await their trials. 
The. shootings at Bale and Zurich led to a congress of Union 
lea<;iers and Social Democrats. Held at Olten, it talked profusely 
and accomplished nothing. As Le Reveil notes, it carefully side-

1stepped ·an really important issues; was compromising and oppor-
t.tmist from first to last. It is perfectly immaterial, therefore, 
whether ten, ten· hundred, or ten _thousand delegates were present. 
While .its own Government was reveliing in Direct Action, the 
congress discussed ''Violence 1---'-kinidergartingly. 

Thjs issue of Le Reveil contains a strong letter by Malatesta 
on the much-deb_ated question of the Dictatorship of the Pro­
-Ietariat. Writing with hesitation as to . what is actually going 
on in Russia-a hesitation common at the moment to all of us­
Malatesta, ·nevertheless, considers that in Russia there is now 
" dictato;rship by' a party, or rather by the chiefs of a party; and 
it:is properly called a dictatorship, ·for it issues decrees, impoises 
legal penalties, charges its agents to execute them, and has, above 
all, .its armed forces. These serve to-day to defend the Revolution, 
among other things', from its external enemies, but to-morrow they 
will be used to impose on the workers the will of the dictators, 
to stop the Revolution, ·to .consolidate the rtew ·interests now in 
process o.f formation, and to .-defend, as against the masses, a 
new privileged class.'' He recalls the history of the French 
Revoluti9n, and fo?rs that Lenin, .like Robespierre, is pavi~g the 
way foi: another .Napoleon. Meanwhile, in criticising we may 
fall into 'be_ 'error of condemning n1easures that had to be taken, 
by- _reason of circumstat1ces peculiar to _Russia. Moreover, . our 
cdticism will not influence events. The important thing is that 
\.ve should attend to our o,\,n rev0lutionary work at home, where­
e.Yer we may be living. 

. Extracts from· current Swiss Trade Union and Syndicalist 
organs, as reprinted in Le Rhieil, -present us ·with a melancholy 
J?·i.~ture. The . German '\VOrking m'.'ln often orates abp~t ."world­
s.baking · events,'' but apparently they c.annot shake him, for an 
1,nc.h. ·or a moment, out of his old-:time rut. His faith iri the moss­
coyere,d tactics of the past is still serene. 

TO OUR READERS. 
. · We r·egret . the lateness of otir appearance this month, but 

~'-~Ii put it -. down as one of the minor casualties of the railway 
strike, \vhich interfered with our lines of communication. 

. . 
~~~~~~ 

NOTE TO EDITORS. 
· .. , · Qur Aiistrian comrade, Pieri:e R_amus, vvho l.s n;ow p~blishing Erkenntnis 

uiid Befreiung; asks editors to send .him · excliange copie·s of their publications. · 
H:i,S .address ·books were 9.estroyed -or · taken away in the house-searchings 
d,qri'-ng.- the war. AQ.dress all coinmuni1cations to Pierre Ramus, Schiessstat­
t_egr~ben 23.7, Klo~terneuburg, .bei Wien, German-Austria, _ 

.. 

' · A RE-UNION AND . DANCE 
:- 1 ~ . ~ ~, ( • \ViH be held in· ·· · 

. 'the: · Enipr~ss - Iiall, ·128, Cambridge Rd.; Mile . Encl,' L(mdon, E, 
~ \~ · ; : ~t: .· On SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18. 
r \.:.""·~ - ·: ~ : ,,, : .. 
. ;- .... ,, Doon; -0peri -6-0 p:m. · Dancing 7-0 · p.m. to midnight. . . 

Adrmissiop. '. _by. ,ticke_t, obt_a.i:Q.able , fr9m ~· FREE1;>0M '.' Offl.ce and Qom.ra<l:es, _Ql' 
: .47- Crowhdale. Road, N. W .1. ' Proceeds m aid of the . funds of the .­

. · ; · ' -.Anarchist: Propaganda Gro'Up, formed at thA London Anarchist 
;-, --:< ·-· · ·. ,< : : _.· · :· .. Conference, Easter.; 1919. : · ·· · · · 

- ....... .., -· .. ~- -· 
- - ·-- ---·- - -- - - -- ·· - o • ••P • •-- - - ··· · -~ 

PROPAGANDA- -- GROUP'S . REPORT. 

A·ttention is called to our latest publication entitled ; .. A.b.'iirchist Com­
nmnism (In Plain English):." by our comrad_e,_ L., A. MotleT. It is just the­
&:Jrt of propaganda booklet to place in the -hands ' of "' the lower orders," as 
&mne- of the workers aFe . described by the ."elite of society ":-the non­
rn'pd;icers. Terms _to: groups and newsagent,s aJ'e ls. 6d. per lJ.Uire, and they 
are obtainable at 47, Crowndale Road, Lgndon, N.W.l, our publishing -office, 
or FREEDOM Office. 

Our dari<'.-e, advertiseg in this issue of FREEDOM, ·bids fair to be successful,. 
judging from the number of applications for tickets, and we hope all com­
rades will rally to our support. Any comrades who· have second-hand books, 
etG., and would care to give them to the group for sale at our literature 
Btall at the dance wa.uld greatly help by handing .same to Comrade M-0tler, 
who will be in charge. I would also notify eomrades of another dance to 
be held at Crown Hall (if .obta.inable) in November. Details of this later. 

C<Jmrades who have articles suitable for pamphlets, and who find financial 
difficulties an obstacle to publication, are invited to send th.eir MS. to us, 
wi~en ,v-e should be pleased to con.sider it and to. arrange for its publication . 
we: urge all to remember that our group exists for this purpose,, 'and, aide~{ 
~y the- financial _, literary · and moral. support and· co:-operation of- ·comradM;­
tlie· functions of this bo·dy can be carried out successfully. . - · · " 

WiH any cumrade wpo has a copy of "Ancient Society," by Lewis 
MoTgan, and which ~s in good condition, care to exchange same for a volume 
(in new condition) -0£- :-)3erkmari's . "Prison Memoirs," · as the exicl1ange is 
d·esired by the Secretary of this group ? · 

W,e require volunteer~ to f3ell literatp.re and F:&EEDOM at meetings held 
in London. Will any . willing comrades please write me? 

· We are reprinting . '' The New Anarchism " from August FREEDOM. 
T'hese will be ,supplied to groups for free distribution at a small charge per 
hundred, all proceeds ·to aid in printing a new paper, Labour's Voice. We 
owe no debts, arnd do not intend incurring any; therefore, all financial help 
will enable us to give ,the British pi1blic Anarchist Communism in steady 
doses. Addre,ss communications to me at 47, Crowndale Rciad, London. · 

THE SECRETARY. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (not otherwise acknowledged). 
(September 1-0ctober 4). 

FREEDOM 8ubscriptions.-W. Woodbridge, Evan B., R. Peddie H. G. 
Russell, .vVm. Ben.nett, S. Thomas; L. de Cesare, 0. Baer,- J. E. Ballard, E. 

Nurse, F. Nicol, -C. Barberis, M. J. O'Rourke, F. Niugglestone, A. Jackson, 
J. Friedma-n, C. T. Hallinan. 

Fn.EEDOM GJwrantee Ji'und.-Belgian Comrad~, 4s. 6d.; R. Man, 10s.; E. W . 
. Lynch, 2s.; Gateshead Sympathisers, 15.s.; ·Unknown, 10s.; R. Pieddie, 

2s. 6d.; H: G'.' Russell, ls. ~d.; E. Nurse, 2s. 6d.; Un sin Patria, 2s.· 6d.; 
Zero, 5s. ; B. M., 2s. 6d. ; C. B. E., 3s. ; Anon., 2s. ; R. Marquez, £1; F. 
Goulding, ls. ; E. M., 2s. 

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 

ANAIWHIS'r MORALITY. By PETER KRoPoTKIN. 3d. 
ANAUO.HIST_. COMMUNISM. By PETER 'KRO~OTKI~. 2d .. 
LA w AND :AUTHORITY. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 3d. 
THE COMJ\!IUNE- OF PARIS. By -PE'J,'ER KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
THE CHICAGO -MARTYBS. · With Portraits. 2d. 
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE. id. 
WAR. By ·PETER KROPOTKIN. Id 
THE CONCENTK.\TION OF -CAPlTAL: A MARX~AN FALLACY . 
. By W. _Tc_HERKESOFF_. 2d. , 
FOR LIBERTY. AN ANTHOLOGY. 6d. 
APPEAL TO THE -YOUNGr By P. KROPOTKIN. 2d . 
THE PLACE OF ANARCHISM IN S(1CIALISTIC EVOLU­

TION. · By P.' Knofo•rKIN. 2d.-
LIBE'R'r1Y" THROUGH ANARCHIST. COMMUNISM. By H. 
' . 0AK1!EY. Id: . 

Po~tage extra-id. for _ eac~ Pa?r!phle(. 

MODERN . SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. By PE'l'ER 
Kno.i:wrKIN . . Paper ccvers, .6d .. ; postage, .2d . . 

FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. By PETER 
KRoPo'rKIN. Cloth, 2s. · 6d.; postage, 4d. 

'l'HE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By PETER KROPOTKIN. ·ls. gd. 
postage 3d. · 

MUTUAL AID. By PETE~ KROPOTKIN. Boards 2s. · net, 
-posfo.ge 3u. 

NEWS .· FROM NOWHERE. By WILLIAM l\!IoRRIS. Clo.th, 
-_ 3s.; paper,· - 2s.; - p<?stag~, · 3d . . ·_ . . . . 

SYNbiCALISM AND THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMON­
WEALTH (How we.sh~lr°bring · about tbe. _Sobial Revolution). 

· . By E. PATAUP and E. pouG~T. P.~per covers, 2s.; 'pO'stage, _?d . 
WALDEN: - By ·H. THOREAU'. 'd10.th,. fa. fld: ; p6.st~g~ ; _ 3f : ' 
SONGS OF .FREEDOM. E_c!i~ed by H. SAL'!'.. Cloth, :ts. 6d.; 

-~· . . -postag~, _ 3d. :: ·- ' 

.. ·FRREDoM .PREss, I27, OssuL~io-N -Si_ilE.E±,: toNo_o,N;: _ N.W'.' :~~ 
...... , . Orders, with cash, to be sent to . .~: ' . ::· ·· 

P.;ini;ed- by the B~ACKFRIARS PRESS, LTD., so, Blackf!riar~ Street, Maric·h~ster. 
, ~ qnd'P;ult.lished liy- FREEDQ.M · P~Bss, ·rn1,'. O!aultoa-.str~et,~_LC?~do1;1, --~ .. w. , 
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