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NOTES.' 

·The French Railway Strike. 
I I 

There is a o-reat deal of nervousness in the ranks of capital­
ism regarding the probable spread_ of the railway strike in .Fra~ce, 
and not without reasoh. The ·French workers have no 11lus10ns 
about { hf! war, and with a casua;t;:· list of 1,800,000 killed and 
2 OOO OOO disabled feelin~ . is very bitter against the rulers who 

' ' . ·' h . 

have brought the country to its present state . . Pri~es of the neces-
saries of life have risen to nearly three times the pre-war level, 
whilst wages hav~ . only doubled i!1 a few •exceptional case:S. In 

·these circumstances discontent .is widespread and a spar.k only 
is required to bring about an explosion ~rhich w.oul_d be Jelt out­
side tlie . boi-ders of France. March has a revolutionary reputa-

, tion in Europe, this month being the 49th · anniversary of the_ 
Paris Commune. Although "o/e. do not expect a revoluti0:n every 
tim.e there is a railway strike, Millerand is going the right way · 
to provoke one. Calling railwaymen to- the colours and arresting 
their leaders is likely to add fuel to the flames, and men who have 
faced the Germa~ guns for o·ver four ~ea.rs are n9it likely to be 
deterred from striking- by the sight of a few machine guns in the 
streets and at railway stations. Should. a revolutionary situation 
arise in F~ance we may be sure that British capitalists would 
come to the assistance ~.f the . French Government. In that case 
what -would the workers here do to help the French) workers? If 
they · are prepared to join hands with them in such an eventuality 
their decision must be prompt and effective. Half measures 
would be worse than useless--everything must tie thrown into 
th~ st~uggle against the comyion enemy of the workers-Intet-., 
~ational Capitalism. . 

The Allies and Russia. . · 

In spite 0£ the shrieks, 0£ the British and ]'rench Jingo Press, 
the Supreme Council has at last ded'd.ed on a tmce with Soviet 
Russia, but in the memorandum on the subject they have le£U a 
loophole for renewing the war when t.lie,y consider conditions more· 
favoyrable. British capitalism has forced its - views on the 
-Supreme, Council . General Smuts bore witness to the '' over- , 
whelming po]jtjcal pr-eponderance of the. British Empire '' at the 
Peace Conference, a'nd as British capitalists wish to consolidate ,· 
their gains. jn) \fesopotamia and the Caucasus, they 1have called a 
halt to (intervention in Russ.ia~for the t.~me being, at any rate. 

1 Having ruined Germany, one of their best customers, they are 
ready to t.ake advantage of the splendid opening for trade in 
Russia . . Franee thinks that " perfide Albion " is going to leave 
het· in the lurch, and opposes the truce with Russia, but Britain 
has 'a strangle-hold on France, and can cripple her even more 
th'an she jg crippled now. Fra.nce has no ships: and is dependent 
on Great Britain. who, as the Matin:' :frankly says,' can suspend · 

, e.:xport-s of coal fo ·France, refuse t0· allow Brit-ish ships to carry 
French 1 foodstuffs, and_ prevent ships. built in th.e · British Isles 

tragedy to be f~rgot,ten, he .appears ~-t t~e War. Office. and calml.~ 
-proceeds "".ith his. policy of mterve~tion m Russia, which c_ost this 
com1try much in blood and trnasure, and hrought s~rvahon ap.d 
civil wa-r to half of Europe. And now that ~·b~t ,policy ha~ been 
aba.ndohied~ he still clings to office and throws Jibes and sne:e-rs .!lt 
his Labour opponents and say&. they ar~; not, fit _to go:vern. H0,v~ 
are we to aecorunt for this? Only by the ~act ~hat h~e is ~ :r:iei:n~e,. 
0 £ one 0 £ those select families who consider it their pnvileg-e t-o 

I constitute the ruling class in th.is; count~. T'~e Greys, \Russells, . 
· Cer~ils and Ch urchills for many . genera tu.ons have had· represen~-a­

tiveS. in almos.t every Government which has held offiqe . . In spit_e 
of the sel£-governmep.t of which the Britisher boasts., these fami­
lies manage fo keep their privileges a.Iid force th~mselves to ,the 
front when pla9e ·and phmder are goirig. "-Even now a ~e:nber of 
the Ce'cil 'family is flirting with the Labour Party, al'.}d will pro?­
ablv be found in the; Cabinet if, and when, a J;abour Governmentµ 
is formed. Winston. Churchill is fu'.ying to rally all the fo~ces of 
privilege to fight. the great battle wit~ t~e ~orker~~ which ~e 
knows is. inevitable, but if he finds his side 1s loBmg, he will 
'' rnit" to the other side as did his ancestor, the Duke 0£ Marl­
borough, when he deserted King James to fi~bt under the bannei~. 
of William. And· we. feel sure that many m the Laboui· Par~Y .. 
would we1come him with open arms if they cou.ld thereby gam 
the i~eins and sweets of office.· -

. d 

On the Irish Frqnt._ 

The British Governni·ent am at, their w,it's end to finer r_ne:ins 
of combating- the guerilla warfare 'in Ireland: Alth~ug~ soldiers 
and police flood the country ~he rebels m~1age to ~nng off many_ 
daring raids, some of them m bro£!_.q ~ayl~ght, .,which, shows t~at 
the .sympathies of the people are on their s:de. We read of pohoe 
barra,cks being attacked_ by bod'.es ,of. armed men a hundre<l 

.strong, who use explosives .to shatter the wall~,. and who cut ~he 
telegraph and telephone wires to prevent re1i:~orcements be~ng 
called for. The Gov·ernment retaliate by arrestmt and deportt!lg' 
all those who are prominent in the Sinn Fein movement, but act:; 
of rebellion increase instead· of decrease. In Dublin ther:e have . 
been so many· attacks on detectives. that they ~re throwing u.i:> 
their jobs in dozens. One outstandmg feature is th~ wonderful 
secrecy of the organisation \vhich carries ·on this guerilla war. 
Although very large rewards have been offered by the ·Govern­
ment for information about the persons guilty of t_he murders no 
one has come forward. Considering ·how often previc:>us Irish 
rebellions have been broken by the aid of spies, their .absence up 
to now is all tne more noticeable. Perhaps they still remember 
the fate of 'Carey. 

Tb.e Cost of Living. 
. . 

· from being transferred to France. In fact., by prolonging the war 
· so as fo givA a " knock-out ,blow" to Germany, Brhish states­

men also- bled France to such an extent as i;9 preven't her ta;king 
Germany's predominant position in Europe. The Germans can 
rega~n all th.e Rhine provinces to-morrow· if England withdraws 

· her ,;mpport from Franc.e : Oh; these dear Allie-s. l When rogues 
fall out, Bolsheviks· com·e by their own. · 

I 

Winston Churchill.' 

. What i mad :world' we live in! . All agreed . _that, apart .Jrom 
profiteering, the present high prices o.f food and clothing are 
caused by scarcity, . ()wing to half of 

1
Europe being disorgan~sed 

unable to produce anything- ·like the / amount of pre-war days, 
Yet ,ve · find that the area devoted, to the production of wheat in 
this country. has decreased by 400,000 acres in · the past twelve 
months, ~he greater portion of it being. utilised for the production­
of barley for brewing p~rposes. We are not teetotalers, but we 
m-l1st say thaf only_ lunatics would brew beer when the bread 

' cupboard is ·empty. The· truth, of course, is that farmers do hot 1

produce wheat · ecause people are hungry, but because they wish 
to .makE: profits, ·or even perhaps because it is , the ~nly way in 
which · they .~n get sufficieo.t rtioney to pay tne ,andlords wh~ hold 
them by thf: ' throat . This incident throws a flood o.f light Jon the 
insane '' system '' under which we live and should be sufficient 

. reason for any sensible person to decide on changing ·it for a 
more rational one at all costs. As a matter _oPfact~ ,however;, in 
all the tallf aoout the cost ?f living the land question, is a1mo-~t 
entirely ignored. -But a nation that has allow~d the )and, -which 
is the source of all life, to be stolen from them · will have to learn 
th<it until they -take it ·back their food wi11 be at lhe mercy -0f the 

It se-ems remarkable tha.t after the failure of his policy in 
Russia this man shotild still continue to ho1d office.. The ghastl.Y 
'failure of his Gallipoli expedition · should have be.en sufficient; 
cause for any self-respecting p.eople· to. hom;1& him from office for 

..;eve1:; but .aft-er an .interval which allo'wed his connection with that 

. --.;: 

robber.. · 
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·,:...-HE L-ABOUR MO'. ') VEMENT. IN-. . ·.M· ·E_·--X .. l'C·. 0.. property, with . ii. few exceptio?s,_ and hfltve, ther~£~-re _n_o filu~io:ns 
1.- - - as to the value 0£ the <{a.p1tahst system or it·s divme ongm. 

, . .. . , ' . There are practically no skilled la??urers in th~- country, hence 
By LINN A, .. E.. ·GALE. the ·common desire ' to_ g.et a better ]Ob or ,becoqi~·-~ a manager ~r 

(E'd""'- o_f, ''Gale's .Journal,'', _A_iexico City.) · superintendent., wpich . is so. prevalent in· the ' ~mted States, \~ 
· . ~ i~v°,T non-existent 'here. · There is no petty bourgeois _cla~s. r to spea~ 

· ~ .. · ' of. : · rrhe line is dra'..wn ;;harply bel!weeu the c~p1tahst·s, almos.t 
America~-~-capit,afi;m is busily eng<':!iged m assiduously culti- ·· all · of ·whorr• ,. are . fot'eigners, and the toilers,', all of who1:1 are 

va-ting sent.iinent in the-TJ~ite.d Stg,t~s _in favour of armed inter- Mexicans .. · .The'. fornier liv~ in ·luxury almost µnparalleled m ~ny 
ventio,n in Mexico, and this rn "'8erv.mg to call a~tenti~n to the othe~ country and the latter in wretchedness and squalor besides 

. status of-Mexican.labour. - · which worki~g conditions in most foreign lands seem nearly ideal. 
, . It. is a truism t-0 say that the purpc)S.es of American -capitalism_ In th'e mines. near Mexico City, natiives are sla.ving 10 and 12 
are the ·arri.e as those of~ the capitaJists who seek to. g?bWe up · hours ~ dtt.Y, and .even Jo;nger; for _ t~~ star.:.ation· pittance of 80 
other. '" backward countries." ' Wall Street- has precisely the centavos a day-equivalent fo ls. 8d. En~hsh money. · . 
s~me intentions toward 

7

Me.xico that Bi"itish capitaJ~sm has toward The Mexican worker know& t4at he will always be a worker, 
Incl~a, .Ireland Canel Egypt. . T-h.e. only differ;nce i.~ th:;tt B~iti.sh , and ii;i the fong ye9'rs. of suff~ring there has been g:oun~l into hi~ 

. cavitalism i~r already .entrenched m Eng~a1:1d s subJ.ect terr:-tory' good~natured, improvident .·soul a . deep an~ lastrng hatred of 
~vhile 80. far Mexico -has succeeded in ret!_!.mmg s~ment natwna,l- . cap.italisrn , and 'capitalists. "Obviously sue~ a . race, corr.~-posed 
ism . to ~eep her'-from being swalfowed up .entirely. . nearly unanimo:tisly of destitute and 6.ppress.ed labourers, lS the 
·' .>American -capital dominate~ the cou.ntr:y, of cours~, ·while stuff ·that Socialism can be made. of. ' 
British and French capital also have large holdmgs ~-e.re. German.y In , the last f'ew months in particular· Radical sentim~nt has· 
c01nes

1 

in for a small' share and Spain for a still ·smaller. · Com- been gaining .tremendously throughout the :ounh;y. . It. is still 
mercially, Mexico is already largely und.e_r the contr?l. of these in~hoate, spasI!lodic, Utqpian ·and disorgamsed , but it is he.re. 
a.lien financial interests, chie1fl.y the Amerwan, but politically she A sian1£cant feature' is that .so far as. I kno;\V, not a. La hour Umon 
is ·· still · mere .or less . independent. The National Government, in th~ · 'coun.ky-not :even 'the most reactionary ,Craft Union­
under Carra1:iza, is pugnnciously - hostile to.ward the designs· of .-i ·~.to£esses. anything but. admi~ation fo.r ~o-yi,et . ~ussia . .. Ev~n the 
Yankee capitalism_. ) · . . ' . . . ,_- , f 1 faithful lieutenant o.f Samuel Gompers m JYie.x1co declares himself 
· · The increased ardour of the demanQ. _for mtervent10n or annexa- , a. Socialist, a-nd .. expresses pelrf,ect- friendship ·for the I. W. W;, 

tion -t\rises mainly from the e·ff_ort of the Carranza· .Government re~ervi:rig the loophole, that· Mexl.cor is- n()t ieqo:io~ically rieady_ for 
.to impc:>se very re'aE?onable taxes on the, ojl wells in the country., So.cialism and that the workers, should .orgaD;rne .1Ii Craft Unwns 
Bu·t beneath and be.Yond .the tro·uble ove; the o,z1 , fox is the fear for the pr~~ent. Any M,ex.ican labour13r who. c:a:n read .a~d write 
that a.nother rev?lutwn_ might take pila,~e in M1ex~e~ so1'.1'e of th:ese '. ·:--and ,,J:nany who can't---.:.-will_ tell JOU: that 'he I~ a'. S_ocmlist or a · 
da:ys a.n:d resuU zn Soviets, or, at least in sornethi_ng akin to them. ' . Bolshevist, although he may have scant concepfao.n of how to 
This fear. is not without foundation. r:l'.~·e .Mexic~n masses · hat-e1 

. bring·· about the desired c0nsummation. . _ . 
Ame6can. capitalism-and all other ·?a~1tahsm. for that r:iatt~r-'- ,, ~ 'I'his is . a . . striking ·point in view o~ the" fact t?at as ye.t a 
with an in~ense hatred. They are still immature -and the1r_:m.mds... majority o£ the· Amedcan working das-s declares ~ itself agamst 
have no conception 0£ scientifi.0 Social.ism, bµt they ·a-r.e .Pe·tentially Sdp,ialism. It is a .potent sign of the · times wben we reflect 
Bolshevists. There is n? get~ing, a:-vay from .th,at. A ne~vy th'a'.t eveTy ·<l~ily newspaper in l\if.exic9, ~nd mos_t of the weeklies, 
leader or leaders at the right time mi.ght establish .a proletarian are controlled to some e)S.'.tent by American capital, and are c-on­
dictator~hip here in which very 'Soo·i:i all capital, for_eifS~ .or foca~, stantly publishing the most ghastly . 1Stories. about ·a~rociti'es ~n 
would be confiscated and Commumsed. rhe poss1p1h~y of this ~ Soviet Russia. That the· /Mexican. workers should-believe Russia 
is' wha~ makes American moneyed . men pale and _grow ~Z~Y· to. he malianed, and have faith in her in sp~t.e of. this campaign 
T'hey _have ·billions invested in Mexico, ap.d tp.ey a~e · co1p.mg of lies, indicates· that the germ of ela.ss~consciourn~ss is aliv1e and 

-milli9ns in, p~o.fits every year. They pay niggardly ·vi'ages, work active even in these supposedly _ign_pirant peons . . Another curious 
theit· · employ~es lOng hours, and are utterly unconcerned about · feature o£ the mov.etnept is that throughout Mexico are t-0 be 
lpss _c:Wlife and injuries in their mines and oil :'Yells. I~ Mexico ··. fou:tid · h1mdreds of . unions calling · themselves " syndicat8s." ' 
w.e:re to turn about econom~cally, it would . be a· staggermg blow Most o£ them ·have translations 0£, ·writings o'f Syr~cfo:alists, al_ld 
to. Ahrerican capitalism. Such a coup -would no~ 'Only iq.ipoverisp manv ·of therrt circulate Anarchist books extensively. Kropotkin. 
hundreds o'f millionaires, ~ut it · would: kill · th~il'. , prospects . of and Bakimin are favourites with ma'ny .' of ~hem, vying with Marx 
draining the still untapped springs . 0£ wealth . th,at co~er the ·and Engels. It is often disappointing to fin,d " S;yndicalists ,,. 
country: . _ · . . . . _ . · . ', . like t.hesA t.hat are rea.ding ~eei~edly revolut~o:nary _W~r.;otiiure ari~ 

_ Th11s ' hauntmg spectre of Bolshev1E?m· that is ,g~vmg tl;ie ~l even pubhshing and Circulatmg it, ye~ org::i.msmg . ~re1i,p,hedly and 
a~~ 1~ining ~agnates ?old c~eeps, i~ iih'.~~·. r.~al _ca1use _of ~l;~ recent ~nabl~ t~ ,g:et decent ·wagu.~ .for , their ~iem~r'P~tb.ut:'t-his is : the 
agitation for mtervention. ~ J,,he "Nl , ta.x,._ m itself is mc1dental. . ·s1tuat10n m scores of ca.ses. · It s11nply sn,ows~t/h:e Tuafon-American 
I£ .tlt:-y thought the oiCtax would n~t de:v!alsw into ·m_ore radical character_,:_a rebel t.omperamentthatch~fos-at. tjranny, denounces. 
measures, they would pay· 1t · without ·a t.murO:~r:, for almos.t ~:q.y : .. i~ and advoca.tP.s its overthi·ov/, yet is-. tob lang.ujd .and unsystemati0 
t.ax w_0~ld be only . a drop in the buc.ket in compari~on wit? - ~~·eir to organise effectively _even' to ,wring ;'minor: con.ceis~ions . from, . the 
enormous · profits. But the: fact is that they ;are ·_afrti.1d that bosse~. There is the ,big trouble with the Mexican labour moye­
Oarranza rriay · nationalise i,heir properttes .a-£ter-- they · have ment--lack ·,·of syst.em, perseverance, and exe.cutjve ability. 
acquiesced .in -the ta~, ' or that· all even more Rad·ical administra.- Labo:ur' orators wiJl ge.t up and make fiery, speeches that could 
tion rpay succeed him and do so. :· · _ · · · • · not have been surpassed by .tht:dl.ercest ;Russian r.evolutionist in 

So far as Carranza is concerned, tl_iey a.1~e "probably mistaken:. ' the daysi of ~t4,e. · C~ar. · Yet t.hese same 1ea.ders, after striking a 
Nobody knows exactly wha.t ·. he. would ha ye : done 1f .. -it ha_d: .not few days for . ·r.elief from - ~ntolerab1e working conditions, will be 
been fo:v this Damocle·s' sword of intervention tfi(1fr h~s· been bamb_oozled easily int~ .a,~fc;ep.ting useless compromise or even. into 
hanging over his head from the day he became Preside~£~ ,It is . returning to work witho'ut gietting anything. . Once in "a while 
~~id by . some ill Gove~nment circles that land, ,mi~1E;rals and .·.a. class-conscious movement. arises . Hl.at. develops .re·al. power. 
industries would' ·hav.e been taken ov.er. by the 'Go¥ernnient -and These Oocasio:ti'.s are heco;riling mo:ve fr.eqtient / fortunately. , But 
a .: ~ort : of State- SociDlism initiated· if Carranza haq be.en frie:e to~ as, a rule the . initiative. ".comes .' fr.om foreign agHators~generally 

.~:fo . wha-t. he wanted ,to. This is denied by others, who claim . America'ns'-----:-whq· jnject s,0,me of their own vim and ginger into 
t!:l&t his . only quarrel with the Americ'a:µ_ capitalists. is he'.caus,e he ' the usually docile and' obedient..slave.s of th.e country. For some 
wants to cut down their profits . and .. enabie u Mexican capitalist time, yet the M ex:i'can move·ment. will ·need these alien e~e1'4ents 
class. to be developed. · · ., .· _ to furnish it 'with backbone and stamina. Bnt little·. b;y little 

., . Whichever view we mas take, it IS· c:ertai.n .that Carranza. in . the ~ movemt~nt is getting .stronger, . a.nd it bec.omes, .plainer th~t 
t.he last, couple of y,ears has had lit.tle intention of doing anything the day 'Of a:p. ove1:tu:rning is noti far away. , Nationalism a& i1 

very revolutionary. ' If he really - did wa,n~ to. on the start; he means to an en'd i8 .bejng s.timulate~ in Mexico by many HadicaI 
' .soon saw ho:vv impossible it would 'be, ·for the least step in that agitatcrs and. Labour organi.sers. They frequently _do not hes:ltiate 

direction .wotlld have .meant war instantly._ '. To-day he is .simply ' to appeal to the .narrow patriotic feelings of the M~+ican people 
standjng his ground· stubbornly on the petroleum; t ax 'proposition. , by. reminding them that t heir exploiters are · f:lll foreigners ahd 
.lt is a.ppare:nt that he will def.end '_ienergetically. the position. ·he · that Socialism would .mean " Mexico for the Mexicans." Thi9 
'ha·s taken, but there is no likelihood. that he intends to go mU,ch ·may n0t, be either Marxian or even very ethical, but undoubtedly 
further towards the Left. M oreo"ver, hjs ·term of offiy"_e expire13 it has tp.e d~sired result many times. When a class-conscious 
in July, 1920,. ·and if extr~me ·Radical Irteasurer . 'we-re _co~terp.,. appeal fails to st.ir the worker-,_ the ?ationaiist]c; one w·ill generally 
plated they would un-~oubtedly be le~t to the new Pr:es1de~t:: do th~ work . . . . ' 
Howe·ve:r, the social rev.olution in Mexico is by ·no means an In a word, '~here is a n·ation-wide, Labour movement in Mexico . 
unlikely ev.ent ' in the near faittue. 'rhe' masse's hav,e riever ownecf thatjs.- as yE)t without leadership and without ' rinich organisation • 

. / 
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THE TRICKERY OF . POLITICIANS. 

Not one jtem in the whole ~if their program need ca~se the wealthy 
' classes any alarm . . · The p~ty as a whole hers ·one idea in common 

-to get into office. No longer is it a worker's part-y. Liberal 
M.P.s and would ... be M.P.s are io-ining rapidly, ' ~nd soon its 
original '' red '' hue wi!l be toned down to · a delicate rose pink 
that wiill delight the hearts 0f society dames. Then its entry to 
power will be assured, and the finq.1 betraya1 orf the workers 
be achieved. This is' the natural ~nd logical evolution c),f every 
political p~rty, which must oompromise to conquer. -

But whilst the Labour Party are dreaming their pleasant 
dreams of reclining on the Government benches of the House oi 
Commons, there is a rumbling in the air of a coming s:'Lonn. 
Even astute British statesmen aannot prevent this country feeling 
the effects of a war-shattered . Europe: England has always 
depended on foreign trade to feed her workers, a'nd now that 
the whole economic system of Europe is in a state of chaos trade 
will be dislocated to such an extent that hunger and unemploy­
ment . may stalk th,rougb the great citi·es of this country before 

-next winter. Then will' the deluded workers remember the new 
world they were promised, and before they start building it for 
themselves th~y will probably decide. to sweep away all traces of 
the old order, and its political institutions will certainly be the 
first to go. · 

FORGERY AS A WAR- WEAP.ON. 

For sheer brazen humbu.g we do not think anyone can equal 
the modern politician. Politics sti~k in .th~ nostrils of ~very _. 
honest man or woman. Insincere, cynical and unashamed, their 
lies are spread over the columns of tlie dail y papers and their · 
grimaces ar~ printed in the picttires orf those wretched rags. The 
politician is · a scurvey knave at the best of times, but the war 
gave him an opportuni!_y, which he took with both hands. Who 
doies not 'remember the wonderful speeches which he and his tribe 
made at the outbreak of the war, speeches in which they dwelt 
on the virtues ' of self-sacr.ifice for one's country, speeches for 
which they were paid ':fat -cheques by the Government. _T.hen 
came the dishonest Derby scheme, when married men were 
deluded into " attesting " in the belief that only single men would 
be ,, cStlled. up, btit to find they had all been caught in the same 

Recently . the Press, .both ,here and in America, printed 
stories to t.he effect that t.he '_Bolsheviks had been forging English . 
Treasury notes t.o depr.ecia te the value of English er.edit. abroad 

- and -also to :finance their schemes of propaganda, some papers 
hint.ing that· the Communists in this country had been supplied 
with t.hese forged note.s. Whether it is · true or not we cannot 
say, but. certain it is that the Bolsheviks. were not the first to use 
forged no.tes . as a means of 1}.ghting an enemy. The. English 
Government used them largely during · their campaign against 
the French Revolution, as is proved by a case whieh was tried 
before Lord Kenyon in the Court of King's Bench in London on 
November 18, 1795. The plaintiff, named Strongitharm, brought 
an . action against a m~n named Lukyn, for payment of a bill of 
exchange for £50. Lukyn's defence was that the money was pay

7 
ment for forgin·g French assignats (notes or bills. issued by the 
Reyolutionary Gov·ernm~mt of Franc.e), and as such forgery wai:: 

trap. The Labour politician, however, excelled himself when 
conscription wa's introduced. Vowing he · would fight the damn­
able thing to the death, he collapsed like a wet rag when the 
t~st came. As diishoinest as him al1S10 wer)e . the trade union 

·officials, whose opposition to conscription was bought off by the 
Government's promise of exemption for nine-tenths of them. 
Few of these officials ever found their way into the trenches, 
except~ when they went out on . a first-class plt;a::;ure trip, paid 
for by the Gp vernment, to keep up the spirits of their members

1 whom they had betrayed. · 

With war codtracts e~ery week involving many millions, 
out of which fortunes were to be made, it can e,asUy be under­
stood that those who gavt them out shared in the plunder. - They 
all played th~ same game . When some _contract scandal more 
outrageous .than usual was discussed in the House. ot Commons 
there was. . a conspiracy of silen.ce about the contractor's name 
and his· connection _ ,;v-ith prominent Ministers. vVh.y? Because 
if' nap1es were .to be dragged in few members in the House would 
escape the searchlight of exposure. At all costs exposure !TIU§t 
be avoided. The people who have so much faith in their rulers 
must not be allowed to see the rottenness and corruption }J:ehind 
the screen. ' ~ 

Now the war is over the same insincerity and trickery are 
to be found amongst politicians of all p·arties. How often ·during 

- the war the workers were assured that the old order of toiil and 
exploitation was to be 3wept away and a new world '' fir. for 
heroes '' rise in its place. What have the politicians done to 
redeem their promises,? Nothing. They have no wish to do 
a\vay with exploitation, because they share· .in the plunder. Thei,r 
job is to keep the people contented. At one tirJle they did it by · 
telling them of the \vo11derful. world beyond the skies. · Now that 
very f,e,v believe in that world ,they are kept quiet by the fine 
promises . of the new heaven on earth that is to be buiit­
to-morrow ! And to-morrow never oom.~s. 

With _the obming of the Labour f arty before the war, many 
workers who were disgusted with the o<ld' capitalist parties began 
to think that at last here was a party which would make things 
move more quickly. But the thinking worker no long_er pins his 
faith to the Labour Party. It was foolish to think they could 
escape contamination in such a sink of corruption as Parliament. 
Flattered and petf.ed and ov·erwhelmed with the social influence -
of the wealthy class, they succumbed, and to-day they play the 

. poJitical game as trickily as any. \i\Thilst seemingly opposed to 
capitalism . theJr schemes' of -·reform will but help to support , _it. 

illegal, the pla"intiff had no legal claim to the money. ._ 
The plaintiff, in reply, called Mr. Caslon, a typefounder, as 

a witness. We will quote now from a report o( the case, .which 
was-published in ' ' The Crimes of Caoinets; or, a Review ·of their 
Plans and Aggressions for the Annihilation of the Lifberties 0£ 
France, and · the. Dismemhe·rment of her Territories," by Lewis 
Goldsmith (Dublin, 1801): 

'' Mr. Caslon said , he was employed as the middle person 
between the plainfaff and_, the defendant.: Lukyn gave him a 
copy of a French assignat, which was produced in court, and that 
assignat, he said, he delivered to the pla-intiff, to dir.ecti \him in 
making his plates. The plaintiff at first refused to do it·; but 
Lukyn- said' they were · for the e.xpedition, and for the Duke of 
York's army, ancl that it was with the kriow7'edge and approbation 
of the Secreta,Ty of 1 State; that the plaintiff was perfectly safo in 
doing .it, and that if he still entertained doubts he might call on 
the Secretaries of State; this, he said, was confirmed b:v Colonel 
Smith, a.gent to the -Duke of Yoi'k's. army!! I 'rhe witness 
believed the plates were ·very well done. Lukyn had:- immense 
-immbers of these forg.ed assignats. printed off, and went abroad 
with them. On cross.-exarnination, h e said the plaintiff certainly 
refused to malrn these plates, till he was told the Government of 
this .-count.ry thought it was ·a good measure: · 

• " L.m~d Kenyon sa id, if the plaintiff had fotged these plates 
for the purpos_e of fraud, he was of opinion that it ought not to 
have been made the foundation of an adion. But Mr. Caslon 
swore the contrary. If the plaintiff, , in obedience f;o _the higher 
powers, had mAide hhese, plates tor the Duke of York's. army, that 
circumstance altered the' case-. There were certain laws not to 
he transgress.ed by one . na.tion, even at war with another, as 
abstaining from poisoned ~rms, quarters in' war, etc. But his 
Io.rd.ship said he did · not ~no7JJ tliat this- was ~ontrrary to the law of. 
nab ons. , 

" The jury found a verdict. for the pl~intiff." . . , 
... If the Bolsheviks rea1ly have forged English not.es, they have 

simply be.en pfaying a very old t.rick on their enemies. ... 

TO CORRESPONDENTS' . 
J. BENSON.-We received your letter and cash, but no address on letter. 

Please send at once. · 

,_ 



StiH.; £ha~ fn9ve,mEh:rt is pregnant with r@volution, :and tirne. and· 
circumstances will sop;ner or later . crystallise it , 2'U<t COJ'.f.lplete1y' 
srr;iash the ¥fd'y shak-y edifi~e of capitalism ~that .stands . .lier •. e. 

A · ~igpiftcan~ _st-ep in th~t. direction. r-ecently has. been . the 
o~rganisati-on. pf the . ·CGmmunist f>;a,rty of Me~ic,o, which is pro­
c.ee~ing , mainly along,. Sy:udic_aJist li.nes 'and repuciliat.e:s poJitic,al 
act.Ion .•.except as :a. m.~ans .G.f educ&t i0n ·ar.td ·agitation. · It is 
co-operating closely ' with the newly~.fo:rmed Mexican admin.istra­
tion o:f the I. w. w, ~ a:n;d in.dust,rial uniom ar:e now flo:u.rishingi .1n 
variovs .partl<l ·of th& E ,epublie. · . . , · · · 

Mexico is a harwest meadow fo!F' Bolshervism. The seied has . 
~een. sown and is now he[ng: cultivated. The .. gr.eat· n.eed is int.ei- · 
hg.e:rit cultiv~tion, cand that need is being supplied rapidly enough 
to msure ri(?SlJ.lts before long. · 

BEHIND THE SCENES AT PARIS. 
----- \ 

· · J. M. Keynes was the ' offieial representa·tive of the British 
T~r.easury at the Paris Piea:ee Cc:infer.ence up to June 7, · 19119, and · 
sat also on the Supreme Economic Council as deputy for the 
Cha;nc~e_ll0r .or the Ex,ch~qu.er. On. r ~hoe claw,. nano.ed he resigned, 
heart-sick aNd utterly drngusted. rhen he sat down and ·v\rrote 
a book, " The Bconomic Consequences of · the War/-'~· #hich 
probably has -created more serious stir than any published during 
~he. last five years. From Lloyd George downwards -men -high in 
~he coun.cil$ o~ the Allie-s must hate that book, must ye.arp. to 
~up'pr€~S it, must· pray it b~e ignored. Luckily that has· proved 
impossible. When , men in Keynes.. position speak stLraight out 
they .get, a he.a.ring. . _ 

- This- ma.n has b.een ·behind the· sc.e.nes, and he was equ~pped 
t~ understand: He shows us Germany as .she was, the eentral 

. pillar of the whole Eur.opean system; the best customer of Russia, 
· Norway, Rolland, Belgium, Swit:z.e:rland, . Italy and AiJ.stria­

Hungary; the s.econd best custom.er of ·Gr.eat · Britain, Swed.en 
and Denmark; the thi:r:d be:Bt ' eu-stomer of France; the . largest 
source of supply to Rus.sia~ Norway, Sweden., Denmark, Holland, 
Switzerland, Ualy, Au~tria-Hungary. Roum.ania a,nd B.11.dgaria.; 
the sacond largest som,ce of _supply t.oi Grn~t Britain, B.elgjum 
a.nd France. Then? step by step, he shows u.s wh.e.t the down.fall 
of that cen.tral pi).lar re.ally means; the wholesal·e ruin it-:....0£ 
neces.sity-~.as wrought; th,e true situation as it stands to-day, 
aggra yat,ed mc,,alculably by the insane policies our so-.called states­
men, m.1t_ of sne.er_igno.ranc.e: have pursued. For, aB distinguished 
from Great Britain .and the United States~ Eur ·ope was of one 
piece; from the .economic £;tandpoint her varied nabionalitie.s. all , 
rowed in the same po;at/ and the st~orm that carried- awav her 
m~in ~ast J:ia.s thrown her QU her be.a~ ends, and left herviying 
helpless· a;rmd the breakers. 

' . This is ·the summing 11p : '' The war has ~nded.. 'o/ith everyone 
ow~ng ~v.eryone els.e ir~r:p.ense sums of money. Germ.any , owes 
a l.ar~e sum ~o the A~li~s ; the Allies qiwe· :a latrge sum to Gre-at 
Bntam, and Ure.at· Britain oweB .q,. larg.e sum to the United States. 
~·~·~ \~olders of w:ar loan iXl; .evr:,.ry .9ou~try are owed :a. larg;e sum by 
the t3tate, ,and· the State m it,~ turn is · owed a large sum by thes-e 
a·~.d other tax:-payer.s. '' Mr,. Keyneiil then. .voices bis conviction 
that :: ' we s ball rieve;r be .Bribl,e to mov·e again unless we :can free 
our ~:m~s from t~e,se .pap.~r sha.ckles," and that· " a ·general bon­
fire. of thes.e o~hg~faonijl ls · to-day ,an imperative. neeessi:ty'. 

1 
• • We ~egret . prof.ound\y that ~ack of spaiee prevents. us from 

g.1vmg tlais .?,ook the .e;xt,end..ed nG>tice it dooerv.e.s, and that we 
cannot yuhhsh to s,ll t!I:-e worl~· its irr~~nta.ble facts and fogic~l 
conclusmns. Were this pos.s1bloe M1litar1sm would. be.corri.e 
. inst.antly a thi:p.g abhorned, ouv politicians- would , find them-\ 
selves .soc-ial. m1tcasts, and the people g@nerally, instead of 
grumblmg aunl.essly, would se.e the ·abyss now opening before 
them. Even now · they do not under~tand tha,t~to use Mr. 
Ke;ynes' simple·~phrasie-a whole " age .came to an .end in August 
1914." . . . ' 

- Until that undersfanding is attained w.e shall h.av.e· con­
tinuo~sly ine:rea·sing riots but no» genuine · rev,olution; .a steady 
low:emii~ of .sta!fdards and int~nsifie,d .,starvation; '-' th,e wh.ole 
white race marching~" in the words 'of a ne>ted ba.rike·r " towards 
universal ruin.'' · ' 

*"Th E 
1 
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_ . e conom1c onf;equences of · the Peace,." By J. M. Keynes. 
Macmillan & Co. , , . . . 

1
" So long: as t~e· .Royal . Ak Force r·eme.mbers: that it is 9. 

R?yal. Force . 1 • : it would hav~ b~t little mer9y o~ a .hols:hevik 
mo~, if once ~~t loos_e 9~ them with homb and machme gun . ' " . 
the .R.A.F. pilots and observers have had m:uch excel1ent practice 
~urmg the .,~erman retreat in operating .against mobs Gn roads and 
m streets. ...!-The Aeropla,.~. .... . · 

. ' . 

'. The writ~r is. referring . to British s.trikers, som~ of whom 
ma;y have help.ed to build. ael'.oplan,es. 

ANARCHISM AND BOLSHEVISM. 

' .cro ~h{t Edit.or ·of FREE®oM.) . 
DEAR S~R,-Will you permit me·, as one of the correspondents, 

to c0mpliment Mr. · Fred Tyler on his aud-aeity .in -as:\ring the 
readers of FREEDOM -to consider the possibilities of ·the strongest 
Marxist Society in ·the ~ohntry? As appears by his letter, all the · 
rea.d~:rs of F:rtEEDOM\ are' no.t obsessed by the ideal of Liberty, and . 
I wo'uld ask, ~n behalf of such_, · if Mr~ rryler can guarantee . that, 
should Britain become Marxist, all who join the movement now 
will be ensured a PEivileged. p0st, or will they be pushed on one 
side by men who are now se:r:.ving " capita.list" ends. This should 
not be overlooked ., 

.Mr. Tyler's letter strengthens views which I have -had for 
some time 0

; it contains nothing but abstractions and the invitation 
(implied) to join the B.S.P.. Now I hold that abstractions ii.re 
always used to cover Power impulses, and tL.at all the h'orrors of . 
~o:day are due to Life as· P'ower, ~nd will continue so long as Life 
is lived its Will-to-Power. 

Jn a kaleidoscope,. thO'Jigh thi,e picture may .alter, .at each tum, 
it is still only the result of. the samf hits of glass, ' and similarly 
though the abstract.ions may alter with each change of plan, it is 

· still, t,he same old Power ·impulses which make up the Life under 
it, -and· the "Russian Soviet Syste;i;n" is me1•ely one of the 
abstr.actions. 

One .0f thf3 '' vital p~ints '' of Liberty to me is the kind or 
people one would_ live .among; and one e,annot too soon -set &bout 
getting them, but apparently Mr. Tyler does not consider this 
worth mentioning. · · · · 

I agree with Bakunin tbat Man is passing threugh the stage 
of '' 'Slavery· to Abstrac.tic:>ns '' (soulless abstractions, the va;m . 
pires of. history ev·er ' nourished ~n huma1'1. blood-God and the 
Stat•e), Je.aving .. bchind Life as Po1wer, what Nietzsche calls Will ... 
to-Power and .Bakµnin c.all.s Bestiality~into a life wher1e the 
instincts and environment become more harrnonious, • wliich I .call 
Liberty. 

'.Running through all the imperceptible gradations from one 
exkeme ·to ·the other is the primal instinct of Seeking Security for 
:vhat on:e ".stands; for" in one's own idiosyn.craisy, intensified, in 
J:Ungl.e life, m'. the strongest to the lust'for Power. 
'1 ~ nd~r tp,e. Pqwer. Drga:nis.Htions .found under Abstractio.ns1 

Security is put. m ob.edienee . to regulaitions made and enforced by 
the strongest) 'and the Abstract1oni~t's outlook is entirely bounded 
by' the p1an. This Power . plan is entirely concerned with the 
acquisition of Power and the use arid profection of it among men, 
wh? are looked upon as still in the jungle stage and amenable only 
tc: pmgl~ methods. Only m..~n who loGk at Lifo fr.om this point .0£ 
view can ge;t and keep authority. The men in official authority 
under. the abstraction of the '' Russian Soviet Syst,em '' secur,ed 
1t by_}orce of arms, and st~ll hold it J:>y those means. All Power 
mer_i a:re ready to ~d?pt this met,hod if the less bloody me.thod of 
J\1a.Jo:ity of Vot.es failed them. In return for giving this partial 
security the '' elBcted. of the people '' help th.emselves ·-to a fuU 
°ip}:wrtun~ty ,of. in.p,rdinately gratifying thei:r instincts, and their 
first .consil.der.ation lS tb ,keep themselve.s in security · and power. 

Now l here propound an -original view. It is. t.hat aJl rulers 
are ~olely co~cerned w:1th · jungle lif~, a.nd tha,t were jungle life 
abo}1She~ t~.e1r .occupat10n would be gone, and so no plan which . 
allows L1berty impulses to grow or be gratified will ever be made 
by Power leaders, and it follows that aH plans made by them are 
kl\OWl~ . to be i:r:imi.e'al to .Liberty from their very sourc.e. . 

Liberty will come without a previously made plan; each unit 
~s he peco:ries more helpful and attractive to al~ (the Liberty 
impul.se) ,win ~ sp~ntaneously find and fill or serve a need in t'he 
orga1:1;rnat10~ ·of Liberty; therefore, the only way to reach the ideal 
of Lwerty is by the · teaching and living example of ,the Liberti 
im~ulse, which can begin now and anywhere. . . 

I told 'this reoently to a lecturer of the Wo0rkers' Educatibn~J 
As@ci.at:ion. He retorted that Liberty was itsen an abstra:ction. 
I replied that Ahstl?~ctions. which cover Power system .a;re incoiri­
:plete, ea~not be pu.t mt? Life, ~re not intended ~o heJ and give no 
impul~·e. m r ~hat direction, .while the Liberty , ideal is quite the 
oppos1_te·.. The deluded. are muddled by the quantity .of WOJ'.'dB, 
an~ gettmg ·hold. of a bit of the abstraction build up an ideal 0£ 
their ovyn by fillmg up ·blanks and their ignorance 0£ necessary 
concomitants.. Should any ,of them then try . to get their .Power 
Jea.d.&r to h.e~p them \ ~ ; put it int.o Life hB will put them off by 
further eva1310us or bribery. - · 
·. · I ha v~ :ead,, Pa~au.d. "s and f ouget 'i;; ' ; How we br.otlght about 
the R.ev.olut10n, and it hems out the viewi; I have expressed.- . 
Yours trul_y, · · · 

' Leeds. SIDNEY CooPER. 

, " The State may roll· in splendour, whi1.e
1 

I starve in the 
. gutter. "-MAX STIRNER, 
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bourgeois State." Yet they beli~ve i~ politics, and the Swiss 
Svndicalist Union court•s , co-operation w1t4 employers! T'o rµ'ake 
a;ts agre~ wi.tn words 'is the ti;_te. art of Revolution. -, 

' ~ Labour in RevDlt . ' is the hea ding . of a 'powerful. leading . . / 
;article in . Germinal ( Arnieris): . which begins . thu~: " :11wq · fac~s ITALY. '·. . . 

· . Our .comrade. Malatesta , who returned to Italy recent.J.y, was .dumina.te-eve~where the exist~ng si-fruation~the constant ,increase . ~ h 
-J' · · ~r.elcomed with open, a:rms by all his old ·eomrades! and;w erevet 

.of the co~t of living t:t;n.cl th€ numerous working men.'s · s't:rike-.s for · ~e spoke gr.eat crowds ·assembled and applauded v1gorousl7. 'The 
higher wa~g·es. '' ·It says ·truly that the net result wilLbe _fur-ther h t th d b h fi Anarchist ·movement has. be.en muc s r:eng .en{:) y. is ere~ 
.dedine of produ~tion ai1d still higher . price8. . All "re~ent ·advices . -attacks on· the i»olic-y which ~rought Italy into the war and the 

.. . from France em·phasise this nope and: ;regard . it as proved ~hat . Q.isastrous . r·esults of that policy. It was hardly to be: exp~~~ed 
. ·.strikes for additional wag'es, however successfol; ·cannot· 1;neet that-- Malatesta would escape . the attentio·fls . of the authon_t1es. 

v . the . p·resent cr1sjs. 'The franc falls and comrhodities rise . all During a: ,:sp-eaking toiir. in T"tiscany he was ar:reste~ a.t ·a snia~l 
.along -the line. I£ Lab0ur organisations- really wish to ' grapple. , t.own between: Pisa and Leghorn. As soon as the worke:s of th~se 
'~ith the problel:n, let them transform -themselves, into associa- two cities heard the news they decl~red a gen~ral strike; which 
:tions for production and· distribution:. , . , , forced the Governor 'tc), order his release. Malatesta is now editor 

,\ 

·. .'. . N 0 one h'as .expressed this better than our old ·comrade, ' · "t N , bl · h d t M.l 
~ ·.S ebastian Faure who, once mo_re at. liberty, has 'b~en speaking of the ,Eew Anarchist daiJy; . Umani a Ol'.a, pu IS'~ a.' . 1 a;! 

' to larbae crowds ~rid analy. s.ing th. e . present po.sition wit_h pitiless .· ( ~ddr_ess ,' _yia Goldo:o.i 3) · . The Press re::p~rts ?-PI1:&1:1-gs . ' 
amongst the. workers, who m · -som.e. places seized factories and 

exactness. The professions with which the ~ar began ~.nd the worked_ them .for a time und.er . their: own ,organisat.ions; and at 
:realities ... in whic.H' .it has encled-1,800,000 F.rench:men killed; · .. Pieve: dj SoUgo th~y seiz-ed the m@icipal buildings and proclaim~a. · 
2,000,000 .crippled;. the public debt increased six-fold; the franc a Soviet._ Events are moving rap1dly in Ito,ly . . 

' falling . con~tantJy, and ' t~x:es, togetl?-er wi~,h . the cost. of . all the 
prime necessaries o~ hfe, rising proporfa~Jiately _~ Gcwernment 
impotent ,even to cheek for a_ moment the desc.endmg ava!~nch~; 
.crying Ministerial scandals su0h ·as .that . o~ -~ouc~eur, who is said 'LIBE~TY FROM -CHAOS. 
io .have made more than a thousand mill10n francs out o.f the- . 
war; in short, political, indtrstrial, financi~l, intellectu.al and 

1 
. 

moral smash-faure handles t,he subject, in .all its imrnensitJ'.', 1 At the pres·ent Ir!Oment .modern civilisation is approaching 
like a master. Le Liberta.ire properly devotes pag.es to this · t,he crisis of the ·ages. Capitalism is about to niake the last ~ 

· powerful exposltion. One . sees the ;entire system falling: of its desperate effort to secure itself as a mode of society. , Bas·ed 'upon 
o~n corruption, the day of mere reform -expiring, th~t ~f revolu- the extremity of ma.nkind, fostered through the 1ages by the 
t ion painting the entire horizon. T'he F~ench Anar.ch~st Press ignorant acquiescence of the masses, it h11s .during five. years. o'f 

- is depict.ing all this adm'irably, and drawmg the )og1cal conclu- wq.rfar:e released social forces that threat-en to engulf it. The 
sion . As_ with us., its bitterest struggle is. against. the reactionary · , ruling classes of Britain, France and Russia ha.cl hoped in the 
tendencies of ·the wotkers' leaders. ~ . rout of the German-Austrian forces to establish a ·commercial 

\ The cas.e of Barbe, . released from three . and a half- years' -prestige in the. world that would occupy their peopleB at home 
J.mprisoninent' only to be rearres.ted at the prisori\~ doors.· shows and make · a gradual return t<~ nG>rmal conditions possible. In 
vividly th~ moral , abyss to which Mili~arism ' has brought . us. . a ,few y.ears ~he ievt?re<}. industry of the masses would re-,establish 
Barb~ foygh~ bravely at the commence~nent; of the war. ;,,- r_r'hen Allied fina:-nc.e , and the economic and spcial fabric wo~d thus 
·his conscience Tevolted, and he exhibited the far highE'.r . courage remain i_ntac.t~ . The Central Empires, on the other hand, h;:td. 
of · listenl.ng to and following it. He deserted .and, regist,ering .based· their _hopes upon obtaining a military prepond~ran;0e, t4m; 
under a false name, waged . implacably his own war. ag;rt.inst war. e~abling tht--px to diet te a _peace- f!_t.vomab~e to a fierce commer-· 
Of course, his arrest was, as he, himself knew well, only a mat~er cial rivalry. - · · ~ . 
of time, and l\'filita.rism is still pursuing him. >: At his 1 · latest- . These vV-ere the schemes' of th.e 'rulers, but like the best-laid 
tri al 1witness after witness testified- that he was a man of blame- 'phms, they wandered in _strange paths : Instea-4 _ of reaping 
less life, of much cultur.e : essentially a. ·thinker'. He himself golden harvests, th~ Government's of the wprlfl. are faced by 
declared frankly that he had come. to the" conclusion that he had r(1in. Their dreams of international trade are flouted by the 
no right. eithel'. to kill others or permit therh to take his lifo. In , hard_realities -of the ni~')'.Ilent, and the exchange values jump with 
a brief but.1nost eloquent speech he toolr con~istently th:e highest such a merry aba.ndon . -that " big business " decfares there jg 

moral ground. " Gentlemen," he ~aid to the court-martial, noth-ing dojng. . The .vexations of capitalism are int.ensifi.ed by 
'' you reprP.sent the past, with all its . institutions . and, co~ncep- J he shadow .0£ the ''. Red peril, ?' which rises like the angel of ' 
tions. You have become crystallised jn the thought / >f ~--.bygone destiny. .. . . , . _. · 
age, which denies the necessity_ of change bec·ause change would. Pr.ench foianciers. had hoped much from Koltchak-the con~ 
b.e . fatal tp your. class i_nt,erests. We, on the other hand, a:i;.e of tro1 of Siberian :wealth thab would place· ~heir credit. secure in 
the great party of the future which, seeing Nature in perpetual the world-while the I bondholders of Brita_in looked to Denikin 
transf9rmation, believes i·n social evolution." , He openly b!amed ,to · safeguard · the oil of Baku and- Persia. While commercial · . 

. himself for having fought at all,, and expressed tbe. hope that . he , .Franoo has succumbed, Britain st.ruggles fiercely against the 
mig}it be pardoned for ~ " those moments of cowardice.," A prog~.ess of Am'erican trade. Europe is 0-oomed first. to misery, , ' 
Consci?ntious Objector pa.r exceU.ence; a · Prot.estant who _had starvaticin ana bankruptcy; then will ·come revolution. The 

' t ak.en seriously td .. 'heart the . time-honotll'ed maxim that . q-he' pr'b'blerris of ·capit-ialism -are destined to destroy it. rrhe:· normal 
- alon~ deserv es~ the name. of a Seeker after Truth who dares to fui:rntions· of the· existing order place. on the backs of the :F>eop'le · 
· follo~ his C: ons0ience wherev0r it . may lead him." ·Whether a 'burden of -taxation · which must reduce their subsistenc~ to an 

Barbe',s jfudgment: in this partjcular case was right or wrong .is . \ mbearable pittance , fr.b_rri ~hfoh they will revolt. . . 
' obviously immaterial. T'he _point is that he was true to himself. T'his '' ·vfofous"circle ' ' is like an iron cage. in which humanity 

·' Th-is., above all, · to _ thine ·own S·elf be true', - ~truggles; Tueyond it n_pi saving principle can be_ £ou~d ·· exc.ept ' 
· And, it must foijow, ~s the ' night the day, . expropri~tion of private, "wealth. Thus the product of :the war 

'l'hou can 's•t not the n be fa~~e ·to any in~n, >I lS a -rev61utionary situation. _ . ' 
· Count· ' Osake., · a· J apanese statesman, has deClared that . 

European · civilisation is in its. · 'death t'hroes, and nothing bu_t 
SWI'FZERLAND. · . economic ruin lies qefqr.e-· it. He cannot perceive ithe coming of 

·Hete as everywhere., urider the irori ·pressure of events, one the dawn. H e does not grasp the fundamental principle. of 
sees· the e.voJution of revoh~tionary thought working at high -pres-/ Anarchism, the · natural trend of evolution, the plac~ of sooiaL 
sure. La Nouvelle interna.tionq,le attackS I..11e Reveil as being in revolution in social and hrstorical advanc-emen~, ana the principle 
fa vour of-" liberty for all; for the class that opp:ress.es us.' ~ In n. . 1n social evolution so ·Q.rilfantly d~monstrated by PetE:<r Kropotkin, 
'most spi~ted reply, L e Reveil explains ~hat it is working to put "institutions are created by . man . to meet needs,. and as t.ime 
an end to all robbery .a nd domination; that.iit ·has no id.ea of over-' and change r.ender .them of no further l-!Se they .. are discarded_, 
throwing one form · of dfotatorship in order to .set . up another. but ·: in . their place spring new ideas. new rriet,~nds; and · ne~­
It .cqmments stingi,ngly on J?olshe-yist literat\1re ·which," it says , · institutions." · . · · . · · · .. . . .: . . ,'. 
expresses , the situation so clearly as tor lea.ve no room for doubt . '.rhe ~~ 'civilisatjon :' do6rne.P. is th~e - capita.li¥>t order, ancJ with -. . 
", There absolute submission, irori- discipline, .ek, are stm and it inli·St go"sta tk: -society, _becau~; --the · new o•rder is. the dawn -of 
always, befo_re a ll ~lst.:· , _qen1anded · of all _t.bp :w.orkers . Outside of · liberty : · H_uinan · sr;cie:ty; ]n· anguish and ·pajn, gives .. bi~h fu 
that, no .. safety! " There is also ke\ep_ criticism of a manifesto put the mat e1'ialisa.tion of the virtues .within it ,. taking);:g~p. fpryard 
out by t-he " J eunesse Internationale Co~munispe," whi~h de- by r.evo[l):.tic3nary haste. to . the social use _a.n<l : pci:sse-s.si0:6. "of ·. the · 
nounees vehem~ntly collaboration with " the ·.eu:iploy~1rs ;9f _the ' gifts' ·of Nature. · · · FRED TYLER, . · 

I ., 



'-, 

r8 
1_ 

ROCKER AND KATER · ARRESTED. 

-Our comrades, Rudolf ~ockeir ·(i~te. editor of the W 01:kers '· 
Frieri'd) and.- 'Fritz :Kater (m;nager of Der Synd.ikaiis~), were 
arrZIBted 1n Berlin on ·February 4 by order of'Nosk~., the "' Social 
Dem~erati'0 ~~· War Minister. On the lOf:h copies ~f the "p~- · 
ventive. · deten~ion " orders We're served on them, giving the 
following. r.easo'ns for their ·arrest :· J 

_' .'Rocker, who' is 1without nationality, is the chief ~gitatol' 
i df \the Syndicalist movement in- Germany. This movement, 
which controls workers' unions, seeks, oy incessant ·strike 
agitation, .its sole weapon, to drive the German miners fo ' 
strike, a step which, especially now, would eriqanger seriously 

, ,the safety _of the realm. (Signed) The Supreme Commander, 
NosKE.'' · ·· · ' · 

; Similar reasons w~re given in the· case of Kater~ . of whom it was 
said that he has for years_ been the leader of the Syndicalls,t 
movement, " at whose head he still stands." . , · 

t- ' In Kate.r's order .he is informed of his right of appeal and of 
choosing a co1.m13ef, but this is. crossed ou't in Rock~r's order. 
As one without. nat.ionality, the intention se.ems 'ta be to t!eat 

_ him as an q.utcast, althougb he was interned in Engfand .for four 
years and returned to Germany as an exchanged prisoner o,£ war . . 
On 'February 9 ·both ccomrades, in spite of their protests, were 
phot-0graphed, measured, ·and had , their finger-prints taken. _ 

This happened in the German Republic, under the rule. of a 
" So.cial Democratic " Supreme Commander and a '.: Social· 
Dempcratic " .Chief of Police. Cbmment would' spoil the 
effect.-'-(Der Syn'dikalist, Berlin.) 

[As ·we go to press we hear by telegram from BerliU: that. bur 
two cc:;m1r11des have been released. J · 

~OMRADESHIP-NOT LEADERSHIP. 

_ '' The working class· dees not 'need Teadership so much ·as i1t 
needs comradeship. The world, has really -had ,enough of leaders. 
Th'.e hero and th.<e leader, even the teacher and the prophet, will 

~ in time go t.h.e way of the king, the baron, the capitalist, and the 
priest. · In the last analysis, it is tl~e· friend and compa_nion that 
the people need;'. it is the co-operation and fellowship -of all people 
working together for the exaltation of the common life. It is 
not out pf place ~ quote Browning here : · 

· .. ' Man is not Man as. yet. 
.Nor shall I deem his object served, his end 
Attained, his genuine stre:Q.gt.h put fairly forth, 

·1Whlle only herre and there · a· star dispels 
'Ihe d:J.rkness, here and there a toY\;.ering mind 
0 'er looks· its P,rostrate follows; when the host 

• Is out· at once to the despair of night, 
When all mankjnd alike is perfected, . 
Equal in full-bloom powers-then, not till then, 
1 say, begins man's .general infancy.; 

• ·, '· j. I 

. '' All t~is js pertinent .. and i.Hgent.; ·for t.he chi~£ menace to 
'the Socialist movement in' America in the near :future is the sort·. 
of man I q_u9tec1 a · mome~t agp~the politician waitjng to m.ov~ 
w~ichever \vay the people move. The mo.ment the . movement\ 

-·be-comes clearly inevitable, the tnoment it begins to conquer some­
~ thing _ of ·po.litical power, that moment the politicians will come, 
and the priests a~d the grafters; and all the loaing parasites of 
menaced part.i~s and institutions. - And why? Not becaU-s1e they 
are . interested . ii;i the emancipation of the working class, or in 
the procurihg of a free. and decent society; but just hecause they 
are interested /in place and ,position for ·themselves, and would 

· ;; · exploi,t the Soci .list. move;ment to that: end." 
11',-,.-GEORG.):!: D. Hr:RR0N. 

MARCH, 1920~ 

A. ~ARRIOR'S COMPLAINT. 

·.The · Daily Exp<ress (Dublin) prin~$ the, follow~ng story frrn:n . 
a newspaper of December, 1818: " · 

It . is said _ in an English paper that just before , the break­
ing up of the British HeaiJ_quarlers at Cambray an Irish soldier, 
a private of -the 43rd Regiment, , w.as sentenced to dJath for shoot­
ing a E\-ench peasant and robbing · him, When the ·man w.as 011 
the scaffold he said in a loud voice '' Bad luck to the, Duke of 
WeHington, he is -no Irishmal).'s frl'end, ~any way . . I _have killed, 
scores of Frenchmen by 'his orders, 

1 
but when I kill one. ~n mw 

owl?- act he· has -tucked me up for it." 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS (not otherwise ackno~ledged.) 
"FREEDOM" Sunsc~IPTIONS.~L. · Kreel, R.B., P. Hertford, G. Carr, 

N. Saill, 'G. Wheatley, J : Scarceriarix. , 
"FREEDOM" GUARANTEE FuND.-E. Lynah, ls.; R. Peddie, 2s.; G.P., 

· ls. 3d.; E.R., 7s. 6d.; H.P.B., 10s.; E.M., '2s.; G. Wheatley, 2s. 6d.; 
H ,. _(Bournemouth), Ss. · ' : 

''.ECONOMICS QF LIBERTY." 
The price of this book is 3s : ~ not 2s. 3d. as stated in last month's 

FREEDOM. The error was due to / not taking into account thE1 fall in the 
exchange rates with, U.S.A., which raises the English price of books nearly , 
50 per cent. · · 

"GOD AND TH;E STATE." 
We have received a ·few copies · 0f the American edition of Bakunin's. 

" _God and the State,~ ' which we can supply at ' the fqllowing prices : Cloth; 
· 4s. ; paper, 2s . . 6d. ; postage 3d. extra on each copy. No discount can be 
~llowed on these prices. 

. BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 

ANARCHIS'r , MORALITY: By PETER KRoPoTKI:N. sd. 
ANARCHIST COMMUNISM., By PETER KROPOTKIN .' 3d. 
LAW AND AUTHORITY. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 3d. 
THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. Wit·h \Portraits. . 2d. 
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE. id. 
THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL: A ,MARXIAN FALLACY .. 

.. By_ w. TcHERKEsoF,F. 2a. 
FOR LIBERTY. AN ANTHOJ..OGY. · 6~. 

APPijAL rro TlIE YOUNG. By?· KROPOTKIN. 2d. 
'l\H:E' fLACE OF ANARCHISM IN SOCIALISTIC EVOLU­

. TIO~. By P. K~OPO-TKIN. 2d . . 
LIBER'rY THROUGH ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. - By H ._ 

. OAKLEY. ' ld. 
ANARCHIST COMMUNISM IN PLAIN ENGLISH. ' By 

L. A: MoTLER. ld. · 
I 

THE ANARCHIST REVOLUTION. By GEORGE BARRETT. 2dL 

ANARCHISM AND DEMOCR.AC~. By JOHN WAKEMAN. 2d. 
REF·LECTIONS ON POLITIQAL JUSTICE . . (Selections frbm~ 

. the Writings of WILLIAM GoDwIN.) 4d. . · · 
. .r . 

Postage extrq-!d.for _each Pam:phlet. 

MODERN . SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. · ·sy PE'l'ER .. 

'KROPOTKIN, .Paper covers, o'd. ;_postage; 2d. 
FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. . ,By PETER-. 

J}..ROPOTIHN. yloth, ·2s. 6d.; postage, 4d. ,, 
THE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By PETER KROPOTKIN. 2s. Od. 

, postage 3d: 
7 

MU11UAL AID. By PETER KROPOTKIN. Boards 2s . . net, . 
postage, 3d.; cloth (with Appendix), .3s. 6d.; postage, 6d._ 

NEWS FROM NOWHERE. By WILLIAM MoRRIS. Cloth, 
•
1 3s.; paper, 2s~ ;· postage, 3d. · 

SYNDICALISM AND THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMON- .. 
·. WEALTH (How we shall bring about the Social Revolution)._ _ 

By E. PATAUD a.nd E , PouGET. Paper covers, 2s.; postage, 3d . . 
· WALDEN. ' By H. THOREAU . . C:noth, ls. 6d.; postage, Bd~ .. · . 

PAMPHuET FUND. 
This fund 1s' now closed, b~t we hope comrades will continue to collect 

subscriptions and send them ' to the FREEDOM Guarantee Fund. Our expenses 
are , rising month by month, and the price of p.aP,er is increasing steadily, 
and w:ith a rise in the postal charges probable i:n the near .futt;ine, we can 
only continue publicatiQn_ with the a8$istance of our friends, who can help 
us and the Anarchist movement by increasing the sales of FREEDOM and. the 
books ' and 1pa;mphlets - adv .. ertised on i(he back page. · The following sums 
have <been rec-eived for the Pamphlet Fund since last month's issue : ' . 

B'rought forward, ,.. .£43 · Os. ' Sd. ;v Sh0es, 7s. , .6d.; H , · Friedman, 4s.; 
J. Friedman, 2s.; W. Smith: '7>..: 6d .. ; E.M., 2s.; A. Orgari, 2s.; S. Cooper, , 
4s. ; H. ·Gallo, 14s: ; S . . Gallo, ls. Total, 44 14s. Sd. · 

, I 

SONGS OF FREEDOM. ·Edited by H. SALT. Cloth, ls. 6d.; 
postage, ·3d. , 

P.OLIT,ICAL JUSTICE: EssAY ON PROPERTY. By WILLIAM:;:. 
. GoDwIN . . Clo~h, 2s. Hd. ,; p0stage~ 3d. . ) 

THE SOUL OF MAN .UNDER SOCIALISM. l?y OSCAR WILDE ... 
2s. t>d.; postage, 2·d. · 

· ---~· 
Orders, with cash, t.o be seht to 

FREEDOM PREss,' 127, OssuLsToN STR~ET; LoN'DoN, ·N.w.l. 
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