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NOTES. 
Failure of Miners' Hunger Strike. 

The defeat of the miners provides several useful lessons for 
the workers, but the most important one :is tpat when it comes 
to a vital struggle between Capital and Labour the whole forces 
of the State are used against the workers. Up to the present · 
they have been under the impression that a Government repre­
sents the whole of the people, and have looked to it for impar­
tiality during an industrial dispute. We hope that this delusion 
has gone for ever. The Government helped the mineowners in 
every way possible,, even the £10,000,000 grant being a subsidy 

_ to the owners ·to enable them to pay the miners a wage which 
would induce them to return to work. Another lesson is that a 
purely defensive strike is useless. The miners' strike was 
magnificent, but it was not war . . When the Triple · Alliance 
collapsed, ·the miners' case was hopeless, and it was only a 
matter of time when they would be forced to surrender. Human 
suffering has no effect o_n the wealthy classes when their interests · 
are at stake. During the war they poured out the blood of the 
workers like water, and the long hunger strike of the miners 
left them unmoved. Whilst the miners and their families were 
almost starving Society was enjoying 'itseif in a display of its 
wealtl1 at Newmarket., Epsom, Ascot, Hurlingham, apd other 
resorts. Many thousands of motor-cars were counted at Ascot, 
and Press writers revelled in descriptions of the gorgeous scene. 
For three months the miners have had leisure to study the social 
question, and we hope that_ they and all other workers now 
realise that the wage system means slavery for them and for 
their children, and that this slavery is based upon the monopoly 
of the land and the means of life. If they have learned. these 
lessons, then the strike will not have been in vain, and we look 
forward to thefr next great . fight having for its object the 
abolition of land monopoly rather than a mere question of wages. 
But they must drop their worship of leaders. 

" Successful Socialism." . 
What is Socialism ? We ask the question seriously. In the 

Labour Leader of June 30 we find an article by Sir Leo Ohiozza 
Money, in which he compares the pre-war conditions in Germany 
with those of this country, especially in the matter of housing 
and municipal buildings and · social hygiene, and points out the 
superiority of conditions in Germany. "How did the Germans 
contrive with smaller incomes to do more than we did?" he 
asks. ·And.in-reply he gra_vely informs us that it was partly due 
to the fact that " they gained great public revenue for. their 
States and their cities by practising Socialiism on a large scale 
and thus relieved themselves of taxation (one-half the revenue of 
Prussia, for example, was from successful Socialism)." What a 
lot we are learning nowadays ! Prussia, the home of the Junkers 

· and of militarism, practising Socialism and making a success of 
it! In that "Socialist" country obedience to authority was more 
rigidly enforced. than in any .other part of the world, the police­
man's baton and the soldier's bayonet being always in ~vidence. 
When we have said· that Socialism means regimentation and 
discipline, Socialists have denied it indignantly; but here. is a 
writer in the official organ of the I.L.P. practically admitting it. 
In the same issue of' the Labour Leader the reporter of the 
Labour Pa.rty Conference writes : "It is noticeable bow steadily 
the Conference swings to the Soci~list position." We also have 
noticed how steadily the official element in ~be Labour Party :itJ 
swi.nging in the direction of State Sociafo~m, with its hureaucracy 
and discipline. Its Socialism bears such a distinct resemblance 
-to the "s:uccessful Socialism" of f,russia that_ they must be peas 

-out of the same pod. If tb~ I.L;P. favour- tha,t sort -of Socialism, 
they are on the direct road to - Dict~torship. 

The Chaos of Capitalism. 
~one but Anarchists can be optimists nowadays. The Govern­

ments of the wGrld, whether capitalist or Socialist, have made 
such a sony mess of things that even our . strongest opponents 
are hard driven to find an excuse for them, and a stricken world 
must needs turn to Anarchism for relief from its State-made 
misery. One of the stock 'objections to Anarchism has been that 
it would bring chaos, with murder thrown· in as_ a fC?rm of 
recreation. Well, just take a look at the world to-day, and you 
will see" that that is the actual state of affairs under Capitalism 
and highly centralised Government. Without countiJ:!g the 
blissful state of affairs on the other side of the Irish Channel, 
it is no exaggeration to say that in Europe and Asia millions of 
men are engaged in murdering or preparing to murder each 
other, at the behest of their respective Governments; whilst as a 
result _many more millions are in danger of being starved to 
death. This mass of misery is directly due to the fact that the 
people have allowed the politicians to take into their h~nds,full 
control of their lives and eeortomic resources. Consider the 
situation at home . . Do you think it possible that in a "non­
government.al society four million· people would stand idle and 
let their families _starve while there was plenty of cultivable land 
at hand and the means to cultivate it? Or do you think .that 
under Anarchism any number of men would be so foolish .. a~ to 
put on ridiculous uniforms, t~ke guns, go far across the s_eas, 
and suffer untold miseries, in order to shoot d_own other men 
w horn they had never seen or heard of before, and whose d~ath 
would not benefit them in any way? Or do you think that .in a 
free society you would find men and women producing fine foods 
and .fine clothing for a gang of_ idlers and keeping . the coarser 
things only for themselves? No; it is not possible to io::i~gine 
any of these ridiculous things happening when men and women 
are free to think and act for themselves. Therefore the sooner 
the world turns to Anarchism as a remedy for all its ills, the 
sooner will it begin to lead a saner and happier life. 

Still Imprisoning Communists. 
The Government still continues its policy. of persecuting 

the Communists. On June 28 A. S. Inkpin, secretary of - the 
Communist Party, was sentenced to six months' hard labo"ur f.or 
publishing .the "Theses of the Communist Int_ern.atfonal" and 
other Communist publications; and -the National L~bour Pr_ess 
was fined £200 and £40 . costs for p:rinting them. ID.kpin has 
appealed and bee:µ r{31eased on bail. A week previously, on 
June 21, at _Glasgow, Guy A. Aldred, Jane H. Patrick, and 
Douglas McLeish, members of the Glasgow Communist. Group, 
were found guilty of publishing a seditious article in · the Red 
Commune. · Guy ,Al~fred, · who had .been ~ept in prison for four 
months without bail, received a brutal sentence o_f -twelve 
months' imprisonment, the other two getting a sentence of 
three months each. · We have read the article concerb.ed and we 
fail to see why the j~dge should have been so vindictive to 
Aldred. His punishment is twice as severe as that m,eted out 
to any one else found guilty of a similar offence, and we 'hope a 
strong ·protest will be made. V-l e do D;Ot agree with the Con:i­
munists in their advocacy of a Dictatorship,, but th:;i.t . does not 
prevent us protesting against these prosecutions. In fighting 
for freedom of speech and press, we fight for freedom . fo~ ap. 
Free discussion may hurt the capitalist, but it can n,ever 1:urt 
Truth. 

"Freedom" Sµbscrip.tions .. ~earer~ 
. ' . l 

Owing to the increase.in the postage rates ·for ·_printed matter; the 
annual subscription for FREEDOM in Great Britain and . .Irela~df i~. ~ow 
raised to 3s. All other ·rates remain · as before. If any subscriber is 
out: ·of work and .cannot afford to renew at present", we will co.riti.nue to 
send the paper utl,~il bettei: econorpic conditions px:evail, lf're·quested. : 

. . . . . • r · · ..... ·1 ·; 
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REPENTANCE AND. AMNESTY. 
BY HARRY WEINBERGER. 

H you are 1a po1~tioaJ ;prison.er-j1ail.edl hooau1Se of your ideals 01r idieas 
t~rou&h: ~ar hy1Steri·a., a1nd beoamsa of war leg~s[iati·olli, "1-lhosie oomstitu­
t101n1ahty 1is doubtful, diesp··ite the d ooisio1n of the. United .Statoo Supreme 
Court--yo1u 011nn:ot 'hie fr.eeid , :urnless1 YOIU ·ail'e "repentant." You m1a.y he 
consumptive, like Niohoil1asi Z1emn Zoigg-ihaving contrncted it in jail­
or you ma1y be going· bliTucli i:i-u both eyes booa.use of cata,m c"ts, like Ricardo 

· Flores Ma.gon, un.lessi y·orrn a.r e "-veperutant '' g11aice wi.l'l not descend: upon 
you. ~ils1o'Il amJd Gl'legocr:y .and! Palmer 1ar·e gone.--but ·amnesty has not, 
aTudi w11l not, oome. E-,rery oo:unitry in the world has dedared Mnine.sty 
~except th1e Un~ti<~cll States. We .are lagginig .beihi:ind kin.g<S 1a.nid the des .. 
potisms o.f Europe. 'Thiei spirit ·ofi J .effersoo.. after the ALiein and Sedition 
La.ws, ilie magnanimity of-Linooln ·a.fteir the Civil War, are war CiiLS'Ulal-
ties of the W 0 1rld: War. · 

W·e iUJniversa1ly lh!onouo: tih1e1 meltl'. .a1nid! womein sihro1uided1 by history, 
like Robert Emmet.t, :Urufayett.e, and J oa,n of Are; w:e know; hut to .jia.il 
Ma.gom., Mollie Steimer, a1nd1 Debis. We Amerioa1lliS :honour Gr~ant at 
Appa1mafox---'bu:t .a n ew ·a.dtminstr•ation , electedl ·by .an overwhelming 
rruajo-ri,ty of t;he Ame1riicaJ11 poorpJe, rebelling1 against the despotism of 
a d-emooraitic admri:nisrtration, whose shibboleth .at least .haid! beem. 
" ideals,'' follo1w:s urua.:t adtmin.istmtioiru's policies almost urubrokenly, and 
even ·demes thart there a.r1e politieal priso1Il.le:I"S. 

Ricardo Flores Magon., w!hlOI ha$ serViedl more time than any other 
politfoial pris1on·er, did nort ·ask for aJThillesty. I iasikied for it. Magon, 
hooausa of his poverty, may never s1ee this wife ailld1 c1hildren 1~gain with 
his eyes. Tihe lettens: thiat foill{lfw i~1umiruate :the man, the tim-es., rurud 
the new adm1inistria.tion1, Jliliie li@1tn.fog o:n a dark night:-

" OFFIOE OF THE AITTORNEY-GENERA·L, W .ABHINGTON, D.C. 

" Ha.rry Weinberger, Esq. 
"April 18, 1921. 

"32, Union Squar.e, Nerwt York, N.Y. 
"DEAR Srn,-Reiplying to1 yo:ur lette:i~ of April 15, 1921, in fur•thier 

referenoe to the oaoo 01f R. Flores Magon, I have to state that the 
Deparlmen:t's iruforma.tiori. is that Mag!on':si physioa.1 ccmdlition is sucih 
that ·it ioan1 he ta.foen: oai'<e of .a.t the preseint time just alSi ·well iat the 
penit€in'i;.i.aTy 1a.s on fue outs1ide. I do not see, therefore, that there is 
anything in ;hiis pthysioal oOllldition to warramt his release iat this time. 

" I niote y;our sta-terrrnelllt that there is no more idea1listic character 
in America: tfu1an M~rnon, ia.nd1 that hiisi character is heautifully illustrated 
by ;a, letter written: b-y him to Mn:;. Willlilie E. Briansta:t•ter,. a cop~ of 
whioh yolll enolos'€1. '.ro mor mi'lld hi~ letter to Mn~. Br-a:mstatter rather 
inidfoates tlh·at he r-e~ardJs his pr·o"'ooution by the /Government as pense­
cuti-Oill, iaJlid ma1kes it appea.r that he i~ ia. ma.rtyr. He, in no mann-er, 
evi•nces ia.ny ev.id'ence1 of repenta1noe, but, on the <}Olll.tr.ary, riather prid:es 
himiself upOlll :his dei:fianoe of the l•aw. 

"My iruformatiotn is thia:t tihe off1ence for wihich Miagp•n is now 
serving sentence is . noit the onliy Ollliel tha.t he lh!asi com1rruitted. He was 
formerly oonvioted in the United 1Sta.tes Di1s.tricl Oourt for the S:outihern 
Distriot of Califor:ni1a., ait Lo.s· Ang:eles, for conspiring to hii.r·e •and reta.iin 
pemons i11 the United, 1Sttai1es to ·einrter .service of forei.~n peopl~ ~s 
soldiers, -and. wa~si sente1ruced to one year a.nid eleven mo!llibhs m the Umted 
States Peniitentiary 1a.t MoNeiiJI Island, w'hicih &e'Il·tenoo ihe servied, the 
same expiring Jaruuary 19, 1914. 

"With respect to .the o.ffem.ice for wihfoh ihe is now s1e1rving, .a~ I have 
already indiicated to1 y()IW in a former letter, the recomm1endatwns .are 
1al] rudverise. He1 is r·e~ar<l1edi 1a1s: •3.i dangero1us :in.an hooauise of the seidiiti·ous 
and revolutioll!a::ry dqotri:rnes 1vihiclh he 1asserts 1a,rud practises, ·and ibis 
determiilla.tiOIIl .not to aJbidie by the laws o·f ·tJ:iis country. I .am of the 
opinion, therefore, that until lh·e inidJi.caties .a different 1sipirit than tha.t 
expr.essed in his letter to1 Mrs. Bra.n1SftaJtter he shouM! at least serve until 
his parole period, which; :win .not biei ·r ·eachied un-til Au,gust 15, 1925. 

" RespootfuJly, 
"(Signed) H. M. DAUGHERTY, 

"Attorney Generwl." 

The letter of Maroo 24, 1921, from MiagO!ll~ to Mr&. Winmil.e E. 
Brian.sta.tteir, Ohioagoi, UL, is i1n .pa.rt ais follows:-

"My fa.te hlas . he81I1 :s:ea:J.ed. I ha,ve to die wirthin priso•n walls, for 
I am not forty-two, bUJt forty-sev~in years old, my good oomrad·e, a.~d 
a tweJ!!ty-oille yiea.r sentence is a hf e ~e~m for me. I do not oomp-1a1n 
agarinist my fate, howiaver; I •a.m rooeivmg what I h'.1v·e ·alw1ays go~ten 
in my thirty years of strUJgglinig foT justioe : .persooutwn. I knew smoe 
the. first thart my 1a.ppeals to bTo:therihood a_nd lo:ve ·anidi 1pe~ wO'Uld ~:e 
answered! by tha Mows of tJhose mtereisted m ilie 1preserviaiti·on o.f cond1-
tioins favour1a.ble :to the elllsfavirug of ma!Il by man. I never e.x·peotedi to 
srncoeed in my e1ndeavo1mr, hut I felt it to he my duty to. per1.s:ev:ere? ooru­
scious thrut soone:r or Ia.ter humanity sthiaH adiopt a way of social mter­
oourne witlh. love as 1ai hasiis. Now I mv·e fo, dlie .a prisoner, and under 
tJ:i.e sway of my.growing in1firmity. Before I be dleiad, darkness wiill have 
ell!shroudedl me with .a. inigiJ:it without moans or stars, but I do not regret 
it-it i~ :l11tY sh1ai~et iru the grewt einteirpris·e of hastening t'he .a.d:veint of 
Justice, the . . . to Uinlmown godidess. My pres~:m.t ,and my future ail"·e 
d:ark but I ·a.m oortain .oif til:ue hright future whiclt is opened to the (}::rnman 
ra.ce,'.a.nid this is my 001D.1Soliation, this oert~~iinty comform me. 'J!iere wi.11 
not he habioo whining for milk, there WI11 not .bieJ .wo~ ~llrng their 
charm for a crust of brerudl; oompetition ·aindl emruty w11J1 give wiay to 
co~ope~ati01n 1a.nd love ·~10ng human being~. Will not th~-s be great? 
As a Lover of the Beau.ti·ful I 1e1xult at rthis prospoot. Hl'tih.e!to Man . 

:· . " This letter is a1reiaidy too fo!Thg, 1and I .a.m lothl •of wastmg y-0urr 
via1U1a1ble time my dea.'r ieo:mmde, but I hiav:e someth.i•ng to tell yosu. By 
a letter a oo~ria·de wrote to Rivieria, I am informed that you lkniow of 
ia pension the1 Mexioam Oha.mher of J?ieputies V'ote:d in my f . .avour. It 
is true my beloved! oomriaide hut I di1d not ·accept the ;pens10in. I, Olf 
oourse,' 1a.pprooi.aite the gene/ousi motives whfoh pr:oorupted t'he Dieiputies 

to decree it; I am moot thankful, hut I oa;rmort .aooept m~ney which 
has not b€·6'Il voluntarily given by th81 peoplie. This :ri:101IlJey was taken 
from tihe masses by mean.is of tax·a.ti·on. Sihould tli,e people ha.v;e s.ent 
it direotly, I woukl.: pmudlliy h1a.ve taken it. 

" N o•w I mUJSt clioo1e. Ple1ase pa.r<lon the le1~g~lh of this· letter. · Next 
time I sihall write shorter. Give my foaternaJ greetin@S to the good 
comrades, a.nd you, please ·aooept my comradely love." 

"Hon. Haa:ry M. Diaugheirty, "April 26, 1921. 
"Uniited States At torruey ·Gener.al, 
"Washington, D.C. 

"DEAR Srn,-Ansiwering y()lu,r Jetter ·of April 18, in re Ricardo, Florns 
Mag:o!Il, may I .again oall yoU'r .attention to tfue fact that when Mr. 
M.agon, forty.-sevein yeia.rsi of 1age, goe1s totally blirud, there is no absolute 
a.ssura.ncie that the ope.rabion, wheiilier performed inside of prison or 
outs~e ·of prison, will be ~uociess.f.ul, •a,nd his· si~t restored, and my 
applioati01n, ba.s•eidi on. his pbiysioa.~ cion<lition, is that, with the possibility 
of Ma.gon going •am remaining totally blind, that Uhe Department slhould 
release him, he hav.ing ·alreiaidly heen confined in pr isoin from .August 5, 
1918, to :the pr•esent time, for the meire printed words. His. words, you 
allege, weiie seditious .and revolutionail'y, but no allegation of Pro­
Germanism i1S made in: the oasie. 

"You cite :mei ia former ·offence ·Of Magon\s re his oonspir•acy to 
hire ·and retain persons in the United Sta.te.s to enter service of foreign 
peoipJ:e .as so!dier.s, wlhichi wrusi t ·o heJp his awn coUllltrymen in Mexioo, 
for whioh he folly served his senrtence. In the early history of our 
country after 1776 we 01btained the hieJp of foreign soldiers like 
La.fay,ette ·a.nid Pulaski .and orohers, 1al1S<o ·probiably a viol·atio.n o.f the 
nieutra.Iity lruws of their oolliD.tries ·at tlhe time; yet t&-day we ha.ve 
siiatues to theiir memories, ·anid it is one of the bonds of friendship 
·between o.wr oounrtry ia;nd theirs. Magon, a Miexioan, tried to help 
Mexico, and ha,ving fully se•rved his time for thiat violation ·Of our 
neutrality 1aw, that slhould .noit he ihe1d .agaill!S't him now, or we ar€ 
not true to tihe hi~tory of our own ooun.try. If nothing else could be 
dooe, Miagon oouW hie r.e1easied, allowed to settle up his a,ffairs, get 
medical ,attention, iaillid 1eiav.e the country. 

"If ia.mnesty for politicaJ prisioniern by the preoorut Administration 
is to be .biais:edi solely on 'l·ep81llta1noe,' then I 1am ·afraid that most o.f 
the -politiciaJ prisOillieo:s mill remain in .jail, hooa.use, wlhether right ly or 
wrongly, mosrt of them wfuio went to j1ail for the expression. of their 
honest opinions still hold t lhose .opinii.ons. There .are some oases, of 
oourae, wheri81 there is; not even ia. sieintilla .of evridleince upon whiicih the 

-conviction is hasoo:, .ainid ' riepeTutam.oe ' even W10u1d no1t be nooessary from 
the 001nfined individ1ua.Ls. Where, lhowev1e1r, men have expresisied opinio~s 
wihioh ha.v-e been held! a1 vioJ,atioin of the Espii.1onage Law, and liave sia1<l 
it publicly, 1a.nd h1av10 :g~n.e to jail rather. th~n dham.ge hioneist, oo~ien­
ti0ius beliefs, 1a.fter serv.m:g a part of theiir time, most of them w1ll not 
plead iihe biaby .aiet ·of ' reipent.a,noe.' 

"We are proud in our hii.srtory oif men wiho expressed unpopular 
opini0011S at unpopuJia.r times, iand Amer~oan.s were always of the be.lief 
t ihat the first .amenldmen:t to iilie Oonst1tut1Q.Th gua.rianteed free speech 
·and free press, .a.nd1 was ,a_. protection. agiai~t 1any redition _or espionage 
l.a.ws ·e1sipecially .aftoo- thie ea;rly Ali.en iam<l: Sedition Laws were so­
thor~u@!ily bea.ten: by :thie electi~· ~o the Presidency ?f Thomas J e?f eTS?n. 
Mamy people are B.till 0tf the opimon th•a,t the Espwnage Law, m ne:w 
of the first 1a.mendlmenrt, wa:s, and is, urnconstituti·o1naJ, .and tJi,e Demo­
cra.tic P;arty's defoa.t in the 1asi:t e1ectiion was greatly ihelp:ed by its 
enforce1rnient of t:he Spy Act t'ha.t did! nio•t oatch spies. . . . 

"More th:alll! two year~ .aif1ter the en.di oif the wiar a_ny JUS;tifio~trnn 
for the deniaJ. of free speooh :andt free pr~·ss, or the oointmwed unpns?n­
ment of those convicted! under the Esp1on1a§e Laiw for the expresswn 
of their honest opiniOO'.llSI <llurinig tlhe war, is wrong, ·and. is a confession 
of weakness new to Ameirioa.ru history.. All oither oountnes of the world 
have ihia<li general .a;Il1llesrty-sinice when does Amerioa lag on questions 
of Li.berty aJI.d Freedom? " 

"P.O. Boix 7, Leavie1mw-0·rth, Kia.nsas, 
" May 9, 1921. 

" Mr. Ha.rry; W•einherger, CounseUor ,at Law, 
"New Yo·rk Oity. . 

"MY DEAR MR. WEINBERGER,-Your letter of tihe 25th of laest April, 
anid .a oopy of Mr. D.augiherty's letter to you, rece:ived:. You w1ant me to 
furnish you witih data regard~n~ the lS·erntenoe which ended on ~ia·~· 19, 
1914 but i'n .order for you to judge whether I have :been the v1cfam of 
a. oo~s,piriacy :bent ·on1 'keeping in bondia.gie the Mexioan peoi_n, or not, · 
I iam going to furnish you w;iilhJ .a;:ni .ab~traiet 0 1f the pe1r1Sooution . I have 
suff;eiredl ever i.sinoe I took ref1u~ 1n thas country. . . 

"After years, many y1ears, of ·an u.~equ1al s.truggle in the pr.ess ~.nd 
thei ,politi:e1aJ drnbs ini the City of Mex100 1agams~ t ;he oru~l despotism 
of p ,0 rfirio Di.a,z; after having suffered! reipea.ted moarcerat10;ns for my 
pollitical heliiefs ever since I wiasi sevente:e111 year~ old, ,and p:avmg. alm~1st 
mira.oulously eooaped1 d~ ia.t the hia1n~ of h~ried ass1as.sms o·n s1eve~ aJ 
occasi.-Ons, in ilia.t diark .peir1o<l of the Mex,ican .h1sto~y, wlhen t~e practice 
of tlhe Government Wa\SI to silence truth s v01oe W1th the firmg squad, 
or the c~agger, or the poison; ia£ter the ju~i:ioiary, by judioi.al decree of 
J UJile 30, 1903, fol'hade me not 0 1uly. to wnte ~or. my own JOurrnals; but 
to oontrihute for .others as well· hiavmg my prrntmg plants suro.ess1vely 
siequestra.ted by the Goveirnmen~, ·a.nd :rn:y life being in peril, I decided 
to come to this coiU!lli:iry, whrohl I lmeW' t-o be the fa~d of tlhe free and 
the home of the brave, to resumie m~ wo1rk of enlightenment of tihe 
Mexioa:n masses. . . 

· "The llth day of Jianu.ary, 1904, sia.w me set foot on t?1s .land, 
almOS1t penniless', for am whJa,t I · ha?: p~ssie:ssed. had' been sieques~r.at.ed 
by the Mexioan Government, hut mob m illusHm amd ihopes of soc_ial 
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·and politi>CJaJ · justioe. Regemerac'ion llllade itsi .aippearnmoe 0in 
American soil in Nov1em1beir, 1904. I•n the followingi Dooemib:er, ia. ruffian, 
•sent by Diaz, ·entered m(Y domicil·e, and1 >vnuld have st.abboo me in the 
back ha.id' it nort been for the quick intervention ·of my brot'her, E 1nriqu1e•, 
who hia.ppeo:iiooJ to be near by. Enrique threw the ruffian ourt o.f tihe !J:io,us•e, 
.a.n<l showing th~t. this, b~utal 1assault on· ID(Y person ha.d he1en prepa.red 
by oertain 1a.utihioa:it.ies,, andl the po·ssible fo.ilur.e orf the ru:ffialll..'s attempt 
foiiooeen, at the falling of the l.a.t.ter on the s;derw1a.lk, a ISIW'.a.rm of agents 
o.f the pu1bhc peiaoe imnade<lr the• premises. Enrique was 111,ade• priso·nie·r 
and jai11ed, 1a.nd finally c·olll.diemned to. pay a fine for disturbi•ng the 
pewe ... Embo·klrened! by tihei prnte1etion ihe €!11Qoyed, thei ruffian 
again 1forcecli 11ris emtm,noe into my ho1u s.e1. Th.is. timeJ I telephoned the 
police; the maiil was; 1a.rrestedi, and I w:as siummo•ned to a.ppe.ar in1 oouTt 
the following day, .e.arly in the morning. Wh.en I arrived' at the poJiee 
oouirt tJ11e m1a;n l:uadl 1al'reiady :heen released' ... Seeing my lifa Wias so 
li§htly r egarded by those who da,im to :hav,e beein empowered with 
authority to s1afeguar1dJ h.Jumam i111t1er.est& amd life I d1eicided to move 
sou,Uhwarid, and i111 F ·eb:r:u1a,ry, 1905, Regeneracion 1~es;umed publiowti0in 
at St. Louis, Mi•sso.u;ri . In October same Y'eiar ti~ouMe bro:k.e. J.oose aga1irnst 
me. A Mexican go1vernmenit official, by theJ name o.f M·a1nue] Espei.,on. y 
de la Flor, wih01 ma.int1ai1rned t lhre, w.orst 't~pe of s1av<e!ry in the district 
under '.his oomima.nid', foir a1.e usedi to1 kiil1l me!l1, Womlem, 1a.nd clhilidfren ais 
f eu.ded lords used to <lJo, w.as. chosen by Diaz to coane1 .aind file ·a.gaim;rt 
me a compliai.nt for wlhJat ihe die.ems to he ,a, sJ.am<le~o1us article wrriiclh 
had been printed in Rege·nera.cion, 1anidi dealing with the despotism he 
d'isrplayed o:n. the u:nfortuniate inha.bita,nts of the distr.iet under his 
control. A charge• of criminal libel w:as pref.err.ed: and I w1a1s1 throw>n into 
jail with m(Y 1bro·t1her Ein1rique, a.no(] Jean Sarabi,a.. Evnerythring in ·the 
niewspa.per office w1as1 sequestrated : printing pl1a.nt, typewriter, m.a>Ciliines, 
books, furniture, •and so orn1 and S"OJd hefoi»e a triali ihaid1 tak·en. :place. . . . 
Afte:r monrtihs of languishing in1 a oell I gort re·J.eiaseidi Oil1: hail ... I pa1id 
my ho.ndsmain t!l:i:e :a.mournit orf my hail, rand ·on Ma1roh, 1905, took refuge 
in Oa.nad>a, for I w.as certaj•n that death awaited! me in Mexico. At that 
time the mea:e asking ·by Diaz for 1a, ma.n ihe wanted wa:s1 ·eillough to spirit 
a ma.n a.cross the1 line to he shot. Whiile i·n Tor.onto, Ontario, 
Regeneracion wias. heri.ng prublisihed in St. Louis. T!hie Dia!Z agents fou:nid 
at last my whereabou.ts. I w1a1s informed of their intentiollls, .and ev.a<led 
arrest by moving to Montreal, Quebec. A few J:iio.urs 1afteT my hia:v:i.ng 
l·eft Toronto the polioe called .a.t my 1a,bandcmed1 d'omicile. I din not 
kn.oV\1 unti1 to-•d'a,y OO'W' Diaz oou.ldi :throw the Oa.nadi1an. author.itie$ 
.agai.ns.t mie. · 

. " While in Mom..treal my Mexioa.n OOI111I''.ades· j.n . Mexioo. wer:ei plan.ruing 
an up·risin1g to. {)!Vefltihrow tlhe 1srav1age diesipotilSiln of Porfirio Dia.z. I 
soor-etly mo'Ved to M:eixioalll: fro1n,tier ·o:n Seiptemhe·r, 1906, to participate 
in thiei geneiroius m1ovem1em1t. My presenoe 1a.t E1 Pas10, Tex·as, though 
k-ept strictly unkno1w111, wiais disoo•vered by AmericaillJ .and Mex.ica.n sleutfus, 
who, on the 20tih of Ootoher, same, y.e.a.r, raided' the room wlher•e I had 
to 001nfer wit!l:i so1me ·o·f my oomrades1. Antonio· I. Villarre1aJ; n01W 
Minister .of Agrioulturn in Obregon's Oa,binet, and• Jua;n S,a.r.a.bia were 
arrested!. I esioa1peid. A .price was put on my !he1ad. A 25,000 d:ol1a.r 
rew-ard wais off.eredi -f01r my <CJa-pture, ianid hund~edS' .of thousa.nd.s ·Of leaf­
let& bearin§ m(Y picture .a;ndl 1a, <lesc-ripti·on o.f my person.al fea.tui"OO we.re 
oiroulated througihout the south-west, and fix.ed in post offiees arud1 oon.­
spiouousr .pl1a.ceS1 with t[he t emp-tiv.e reiw1aud. I sucoeeded, however, in 
evaiding arrest untiJJ Augiust 23, 1907, w'hen. with Lihraido Rive•r:a rand 
Antonio I. ViUarrea.1, I waBi made prisonie.r i,n Los Angieleis, Oalifo.rni1a., 
without the .f.ormiality o.f .a. wiarm•nt .... 

"Oharge 1a-fter 01uarge was pref erred against ms, ranging in imipmt­
anoe from res1is1ting a1n offioer to robbery .a:rnd' mu.rider. All these dharges 
wer·e s11coes.s:f.ull.1y fought by aur l.awyer, J 10ib Haniman, buft in the mea•n­
time our pensooutors wer·e forging d1ooume1nt&, triaining witneisseis., ia,,n,d 
so forth, until at. Ie,ngthi 1tlhey fin:ally ch,arg1ed1 us wirtth ha.ving 'br·o!kem. tihe 
neutraEty l·aws1 by giving mate.ri.al assista1110e to patriots t? rise j~ •arms, 
a,g1ainst Porfirio· Di.aiz . Thie. forged' dloicmment !SI an<li tr.a.med V\~tnesoos 
wer.e .examined by the U.S'. Commissioner a.t LoS Angeles, a.n.d .as a r.ooult 
we were .a.fter more ilia;ru twern.ty mQllltrus' inc•a.roera.tio;n in tlhe Oo1unty 
J.ail, sen't to Tbmb-stolile, Ar.izon1a, to1 be1 tried. The mei:m r·ea'.<l.,ing o.f the 
depositions mad,e by the1 Government wit,nesses ~·efore trhe U.S .. Com­
missioner :at Los Angel1esi and' then hefme the JUd~e of our tnal at 
'J~ombistone shio1ws that the~ oommitted: perjury in e.ither place1 or in 
both. Exp.erts fo~ thie d.efonoe proved that, the •exhi~itedi documetn.t.; 
were gross forgeries:. We we.re, 1hoswever, seinten10ed to e1g{ht.een mon~hs 
imprisonmem.t, which we served in Gum1a a.nd FJ.orelll.o~, An~ona, be1 ng 
r·elerused: on August 1, 1910, .a.fter three years spen.t behinld. prison bars. 

,, .Regeneracion appeacreid again in Seipt.em!her ·Of nhe 19ame year, . 
this time, in Los A1ng:eles, California .. On Jullie, 1911 , I wa1s a:T'l·1ested', 
with my brother, Enri.que, Libr.a.d·or River.a, a1I1Jd Anselm:o L. Figueroa, 
char0ed witih having v.ioJ:a,te.di the . neu.~ra.lity l~.ws ·by ~e1ndling men, arms, 
a.nd 1ammunitio1n to· t;l1os1e fightmg in Mex1ov .aga.ms.t tha,t form o.f 
ieha.ttel-slav.e1ry, known. as peonage, wihicih has· b:eien tihe ou:rse ·01f forur­
fifths o.f the Me1xica,n: ;poipula:tti:on, .a,s ·everybody .kn.ow:s:: Jack Morsby, 
O'll·e of the pr.ospeict,eidi witness1es for the .p:oseou~·rnn, sa1.d on the stand 
that the U.S. Dirstrict Attorney had pro1nrns:eid him all lnnds of bene:fi.t1s 
if he . perj.ur.eid against us. F.ak~e testim:o:ny ~as i~tro<l'uoeid .by the 
prosieoution, a1s prov•en by ·aJfi<lav1ts sworn by its witnesi.sres 1a.fte1r t'he 
tri.a,I was .ove.r, affidavits whicih must be 01n file in the Department o.f 
Justioe, .as they wer~ sent there in 1912 .. In Sun1e, 1912, .after •a. y•ear 
of fighting the <CJase, we were selllJt to MoNi·el Island to sierv·e the twen.ty­
threei months' impr.isorrnment to wihich we w.ere oondemrned, berng 
r·eleased on Jan.uary 19, 1914. .Figueroa died· shortly afterward~ as a 
resuG.t of hi·s imprism1iment. . . 

"On Fehru:a.Ty 18, 1917, I w:a1s aneste,~, wn.th my. brothe!~ Ennqt .. e, 
for havi•ng •pu:hlisiheidi in Reg wnera;cion artidoo. agam~st the treaclheiry 
committed by Oarra,nza, then Pros1dei:-·t ·of Mex100, •agarn.st t'he work~rn, 
and for h.a.vino- wriUem. tJ:i.at the Mexwan$ who at the time were hemg 
assassinated by Texas r1angers ·deS'erved juistic.e r.atiher tJi.a.n bu!lets. I 
got .a se.ntence of one year .a,rud onei day, for I W'alS ~xpeieted to live ~nly 
a few mo.re months: lha;vimg ·be1en talren ·foom a fh.iOspi·ta.l berd to: be tra,~id. 
E;nrique g'ot three years. We .appealed, ~d fi.rua.Jly suooeeded m ~ettmg 
bond uinder wihich we were Telieased perndrnig the ·appeial. 

,: On the 21st of March, 1918, I w·a,s .a.rrest€!d with Rive1ra, for having 

publisihed in Regeneracion the Manif.e.sto for which I was given twei;ity 
yeal\S' imprisonment, amid Rivera fiftee:n. Tih.<0 wording aru:l mea.n.mg 
of the M.a,nifesto were oonstrued as seditious by the pr:osooution, that 
is, a.is aiming 1at th,e insubordin.ation ia.nd revol.t of the military and navial 
forces of the United States. Any sensible p'.erson who h.app8111ed to 
r·ead the Manifesto would not d.ra,,w siuoh a oonclusi.on, for in reality 
tJie M1ainif.es1to iis .()lll:ly .an exposition of faieta, aiTud a fair warning to all 
mankind ·oif the evil·s ·tth-01se facts: might prnduoe. In one ,of its pa!agraphs 
it is cle1ar.ly stated that no orne ca,n ma;ke a rev·oluti.on on aooount of it 
being a soc~al phenome:nio1Tu. . . . It w.as enou1gjh, however, to seoure• fo·r 
me .a, lifie term beh.ind pris·on IJ.a.r s . 'l'hei persecution, this time, was 
exoeedingly sever·e . My poor wif.e, Ma;ria,, was inoarcer;ated during five 
month.Js1, and is now fr.ee1 Oll'.lJ bond a,waitinig tri.al for having no·tifi.ed my 
fri.ends ·Qf miJ :a.rrest, tha.t they Sihof'L1Jid assist me1 in my legal defe:noo ... . 

" Mr. Da.ugjheTty saysi I am .a <la.ngtw-ous man beca.use of the doctrjnes 
I assert .a;rud p'l~aotioe. Now tihen:, the doctrines I assert ·and pract.ice 
am the Anarcliiisrt diootri·nes, aaid I chaUenl§C .all fair -minded men and 
women the wodd O'Ver to prove to me tha;t tihe. Anarchist doclrines _are 
detrime1nt.al to the humaITTJ r.aoe. Anan::his.m striv.es for the esta•bhsh­
ment of :a .soci·al ord:e,r based ·on. bro:t iherhood .a:nid l·ove, as .against the 
actu.a,l form ,o,f is/Olciety, fo1undedl on vio'.€1Iloe, hatred) and riv.a.~ry ·of o.ne 
ol>as1c;; ·against the other·, 1a:nrd1 of memhea:s of ·oin.e dais~ among; tliemselves. 
An.arohism .aims 1a.t ·e~ta1bli shing peaoe for ever ~mong a.11 th~ raoes ·of 
t,he earth by the &upp1·essi·o·n of this ·fountain oif all ervils-the rigjht o.f 
private proiperty. If th1is is1 not ·~· ~·e;aut·iful idieal, w~1a.~ is it? No: o•ne 
t:hiinkis tha.t :t'he peiopil.1esi of ·the 01vihsed woTld ar.e hvrng under id-e1al 
0011.d,itions. Every coinsciientious per:S•OU1 fe.e.ls rums.elf sihoc:ked ia.t 0e 
sight .of this oom.ti1nual strife, of man aga.inisrt man, of this un8111drng 
d:ooeiving ·of on.e another. l\1.ateri1al sucoes.s i.s the g~·al 'that. lures 11?-'en 
.a,nd women the ~Wl()lrldi over, anidi to1 arclhiev1e it, n.o v1lenessi irs, too. vile, 
no haJS>eness is too hase1 a1s1 to deter its worshippen~ fr.om ooveting it. 
The results oif thisi unive.n.1a.11 maidn-ess are ·appalling; virtue is. tria.i:11ple.d 
upo!ll; by crime1, amid.1 .a~ritfulness taJH~is: the . .place ·o:f honesty. ~1~oepty is 
0inly ,a, word, or at tJ:Le m1oist, .a, 1111a,s.k: under wJ::nch fraui? ·grrns . There 
is n~ courrugei to up~oJd! iihie1 con,v.ictions ... Frankness !has d1sa~pe~~ed , .a1~d 
diooeit forms the shppery planre ·on whwh m.am. rn1eets m.a,n in .rus social 
and polit.ioal interoounse. 'EveTyth.ing for suocessi' is the motto, ~nd 
th.e nobl1e1 faioe, of the <earthjs de•s.ooria.t.ed w.it.h t'he Wood of the· contemd.rng 
heasts ... Su.eh' .ar·e: t.Jhre eon<liition:s under which we civilis1ed men live, 
co1n<liti.on.si .whicih breed! 1all soTtsi of moral and matetrial torture, .alas! 
Aoo 1a.U sorts of morraJ1 1a;nidl ma.teria1' d egria.dat.i.on. At the correciion o.f 
all these unwholesome inifluenc.es the Ania1"'0his.t d>oetrines aim, and a 
man who sustains these diootrin.es .of bi-otherhi0-01d and lov·e can ne1ver 
be oa.Ued d:a1n,gero1u1SJ by iany S81111Sibl:e, d!~ent. pe-n:•on. . 

"Mr. Daughe-rty 1agr1ee1s .on my he.mg s1ck;ibut he thmks that I oan 
be taken ciare of in) my ;s1ick111ess in prisoill. as it '°ou1d be dome .on the 
outside. Enviroinment is1 .a.11-important i•n t.he treatmelll.•t of drne·a~s:es, 
.and no one would1 .ever imagine that a prison cell .is tl~·e id~al environ,.. 
ment for a sick man and: Jl'l:UCJh less wlwn1 tlie presence in prison of such 
:a man is owin.g to ,his having been fa.ithfu[ to truth ·anidr justioe. .The 
Governl11rent offioials thave al'lva.ys •&a.id that there am ni01t in tl;\,e Umted 
State& persons keipt in oaptivit.y orn 1aooount of their heliefs,. but Mr. 
Daugherty s·ayisi in his J!etter to y.ou: 'He, in .no IDatl1;ner, ~vmoeis a.ny 
evi<lenoe of repentarnoe, hut, on the oon+,r1ary, r·~the1r pndes iln.mself up~ 
his defiance of the 1a.w .... I .aa.n o:f the opinwn, therefore, t:ha.t un<t,i.1 
he indieates .a. diffen·e.n.t spirit tlhiam thait .expresised in his letter to. Mrs. 
Brans.tatter. !he sihorul<ll at JJeiasit senr:e u;ntil August 15, 1925.' The 
quoted pa·r·~graphs .anidl the part of Mr. Da,ugherty's, J.et~er in w[hioh 
he says I am r.ega;rdJedi diamger1ous1 on 1aco01:uTht ?'f my •?;octnnes, .are t'.lie 
best evi·de1110e that there ·ar.e persom.s keprt in pr1 sou owmg to their social 
a,ndi po.Ii tical heiliefs. . . . . . 

"As fm tih.e rmiatter of r~penta.nce tro wh10'h Mr. D.auglherty gives 
s·o mu.eh importanoe, I .s•i.ncere•ly &t•ate that my oonsoi·etnce dioes not 
reproach me for having done wrong, a;.nid, there.for:e, to re~·ernt ~·f wn.a,t 
I am con.vinoed• is rig!ht, w1ouJd be ·a cnme ·O'll my part ,, a crime tfl:tat J?Y 
oonscience would never par-dl001: _me. Her who1 commit~ a;ni ·ant·1-s?oi1al 
act may repeinit, and it is des;ired that he, repent~, but.it is not fair t.o 
ex.act_ a vow of repe111<t.a,n1ce from him w'l_i10 aal he wisihoo IB to secure free­
dom, justice, and wiell-beinig for ,~n his fellmv ~11e~ i:·egiardless o~ raoe 
,a,nid creed. H someone e.rv:er oonvmcers me that it i-s JUSt that ch11dren 
sta.rv·e a.nd: that younigi women, have to ch.oo.se of tw-0 infer:nos orn·e-­
prostitution •O·r sta.rvati·oil-if there is .a persl()ln ~hqi <:<}u~d dr.ive out o·f 
my b.rain t'he idle1a1 of not be1ing hom.our.a,ble t.o kill w·i thm .-one.self ~fil.at . 
elementary inis:tinct of sympathy, wh~oh prompts eyer.y &0011abl.e ·animal 
to stand by th•e me:mbers1 ·of its spemes, and. t~a:t it is i~i1onstrous tha.t 
Man, the moot in:telligei!lit of be1asts,, has to wi1e1l<l'. t'h~ v~le wea·pon$ of 
fraud an«:! deceit if he w:ants to ·ac-hieve sulCICess; 1f the idea tb.art man 
must be the wolif of main en1t.ers my brain, then I sh.aJl1 repernt. But as 
this will never be my fo,te i& se·aled. I have to die i.n prison, h:am.ded 
as a, f.elon. D arkness i,s alire1ady enshrouiding me as though ·a.nx;.ous of 
antioipatilllg for me tihe ete·rnia:I slha·~.fo,ws intC? whieh the de.ad smk. I 
acoeipt my f.ate with. main.Iy resignation, colllvmced that some day, long 
perhaps after Mr. Daiui.gh.errty .and mys~,f ha~·e breathed o:ur 1.a.s.t, a:nid 
of what we have been there .only ·rema.rn€1d his name exqmstely oa;r.ved 
in a ma.rhle :fla,g up0111 his gr.ave1 in a f,~ihriona.ble cem~tery, iand .mi.ne, 
only a numb.er, 14596, ro1ug!hly soriaped rn SJ01me plebernn stone m the 
prison graveyal"d, justioe sh:ll;U he d:oi~·e me. . 

With main()" tiha,niklSI for the acfav1ty you ihiave sh01W.n. Oill• my beih.alf, 
I reil11ain, si•noerely yo.urn, 

"(,S:gd .) RICARDO FLORES MAGON." 

This c.ase was called fo the 1a,tten1tion of Pr.esi-d.ent Harding, by letter 
of April 25 1921, in wihiid1 I sa.idl : " I know the appeals .are ma~y, .a.nd 
our po>ver '.of visiualisation o:f in'.diYi<l'.uals t1hat w:e only know 1a•s .·a oase 
is poor and yet I 1am rpil:e1admg: m this mJatter ·a ih.uman oaee ·a:nid. not. a 
law oas'e., as I was not thie attorney for Mr. ~·ago~, wiho was tned.1•n 
the West. I horpe you wil11-call for trJ:i·e records m t~i.s case and e~a'!l~n.ne 
them y•ou.rs.elf, for, in thiei last .analysis, au fina.l dec.isi1ons, resp{)IIJsib1hty; 
a!lld ored!it a.re yours.'' 

I have 1not r1ecei v·eid .a r1eply, nor !has .adio1n ·be.en taken by the 
Pre.si<l.ent. 
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Can Labour Rise? 

MUTUAL TOLERATION VERSUS DICTATORSHIP. 
When a great man dies, the King and the Government of that 

country usually try to bask a little in his glory by exhibiting their 
participation in the general grief, and so on. Kropotkin did not escape 
from this fate, the amazieg desaous of which are exposed by the letter 
publishf d in FREEDOM for April. Such a temporary armistice is always 
followed by a recrudescence of persecutions, and 'the letter of April 1 
(Moscow) addressed to Lenin and all the leading committees in Russia 
by the Anarchist-Syndicalist publishing, organising, and propagandist 
bodies of Rus&ia (publiehed in FREEDOM last month) bears testimony of 
this in a pathetic way. In a subdued tone it merely exposes that 
publishing houses are closed, comrades arresteid, ill-treated in prison, etc.; 
all this is done to the most moderate groups, evidently bent only on 
independent Syndicalist orga!'.1isation and theoretical (or, as they express 
it, moral) propaganda of Anarchism. These groups doubtless share 
Kropotkin's standpoint, expressed in all his letters, that Russia must 
be left alone by the capitalist powers abroad, and there is not the 

As that distinguished artist, the late Mr. Bob Fitzsimmons, used slightest indication either that violence in the interior against the 
to say : "Give me the big uns, ever-y time ! The bigger they are, the Soviet institutions was ever exercised or planned by this section ·of 
harder th~y fall." Fitzsimmons knew his business. Mere bulk is the Russian Anarchist movement. They are therefore wantonly perse­
riothing, and your strapping heavyweight, clumsy and slower than the cuted merely to hinder their peaceful propaganda, and the attention 
millennium, is the easiest of marks. drawn to Anarchism by the death of Kropotkin is to be counter-

Such is ~reat, hulkin~, artless Labour's plight. Its fighting-pace balanced by such moves of the almighty Bolshevist Government and 
._, ._, their tools. 

is that of the tortoise, and its defence is even worse. It talks and Such miserable proceedings have, of course, nothing to do with 
starves while the enemy feasts at his ease. It squats shivering before Communism, and Tsarism and the great American Republic have done 
the fortress behind whose walls the foe lies snug and warm. It knows the same. The question, however, might be asked of sincere Com­
that he can last indefinitely; knows he can close his factory, lock up munists whether Socialism, as they understand it, is at all times to be 
his title-deeds, and sit it out in comfort; knows that, whatever happens, a un ique cast-iron system which excommunicates in theory and crushes 
his property will remain intact, and that the gaol and the workhouse in practice any other conception of human relations, be it even Socialism 

of a slightly ditfer·ing hue or free co-operation, this modest form which 
will not by for him. Nevertheless, from time to time Labour, most Anarchism will take when the struggle is over, since Anarchists 
maddened by its necessities and believing still that it can win by raise no pretension to govern or to impose their ideas from above. In 
weight of numbers, steps into the ring and hangs itself across the short, after years of racial and nationalist struggle and butchering, 
ropes, a helpless punching-bag. after.cen~uries of rel~gi?us wars and the ~cramble for mark~ts, after the 

If Labour ever had as has the savage-where civilisation has not culmmat10n of all this in the present rumous war and rumous peace, 
· d d h' h lt 'f 't h d 't Id b b tt If •t d _ do Socialists of the dictatorial type hold out nothing better to mankind 1nva e 1m-a s e er or 1 s ea i wou e e · er. 1 owne h. fi h . . · d b l' · · . ' . . ' than that t is g trng, persecutmg, oppressmg, an ruta isrng is to 
as does the .African negro-where the white man .has not t~ken it continue; that when the capitalist is eliminated there will always be 
away from him-even a patch of land whereon to raise somethmg for the Anarchist and the independent Syndicalist to be fought, reduced to 
its sustenance, it would be mu,ch better. If it commanded practically silence or crushed, and after these all other heretics will be run down, 
inexhaustible credit, as do its masters, it wouid be better still. But the shibboleth now being not this or that religious trifle or nationalist 
Labour havin<Y nothina can get nothing and its sole reliance is such pretension, bu·t disbelief in Soviet-ordained· Dictatorship and its repre-

' . · 
0 h 0b' d .' f sentatives upon earth, commissioners and secret police and the like? 

poor savmgs as ave een scrape pam ully together, a penny at a S h 'd t' b h d ·a b th t 1 l th t . . . . uc cons1 era ions are rus e as1 e y e s a e remar r a , 
time, ~nto the U~wn box. . . Dictatorship would only be temporary. History gives an abundance of 

'lhe contest is too unequal, and every rntell1gent spectator knows examples that dictators only care bow they can make good for the 
it. It goes always as it has always gone. Labour plays timidly for tempuary inconvenience they cause and then retire, does it not? 
time, and time works steadily against it. Labour is lure.i into confer- ~iuci~nRtus is abo?t the only proverbially eccen~ric dictator who acted 
ences, and the more it talks the more muddled it becomes. Labour m this way, but with Caesar the Roman Republic ended for good and 

shouts defian~ly that it is prepared to die in the last ditch, and every­
body knows that the ,nd is near. The mipers' strike went precisely 
as did that of the railwaymen, and as thousands in the past have gone. 
In this country, as in Fra~ce, Italy, the United States, and everywhere, 
Labour has been whipped again. 

We trust Labour will have the honesty and moral cournge to 
acknowledge this. · We trust it will understand, once and for all, that 
the old starving-game tactics are utterly played out, that the general 
strike is now a mere platform toy, that all the organisation ip the world 
wi~l not enable it to lift itself by its boot-straps or feed itself by 
standing idle. We trust it will face, at last, these obvious facts; but, 
as it has been dodging facts persistently from time irrimemol'ial, our 
faith is somewhat wobbly. 

In the clamour against leaders which follows every failure we do 
not gladly join. The leaders cannot work miracles, and only a miracle 
can enable the propertyless miners to hold their own against the 
gentlemen in possession of the .mines, by virtue of certain legal formali­
ties the workers do not dare, as yet, to question. Nevertheless, we 
feel most bitter · toward the leaders because they do not ,raise that 
question; because, clothed wi.th enormous responsibility, they are 
afraid to face the music; because they follow tamely when they should 
be at the head of thought and point out boldly the only way. Granted 
that they are largely ·ignorant, it is not tbeir ignorance that is chiefly 
here to blame. It is their moral cowardice, their set determination 
not to risk' their popularity with the unthinking nwb, their thirst 
for office That poisons everything. No man twisted by personal 
ambition can put up a straight and loy,al Labour fight. 

"It is astonishing," wrote Thomas Carlyle when brooding over 
the French Revolution, "how.Jong a rotten situation will hang together, 

(Continit,ed at bottom of next column.) 

provided j·ou do not handle it too roughly." W c should like to see 
the Labour situation handled most roughly; for in this, as in every 
other country., it has been rotten these many years. Always it is 
steeped to the lips in base opportunisms that, by the very nature of 
things, are more sterile than the grave. Always it is pottering about 
with the unessential and getting nowhere; talking grandiloquently 
througli its official orators and saying hardly anything that counts. 

Well, Labour is going to be handled roughly, and probably the 
next year or two will tell the tale. Its masters now have it almost 
exactly wher·e they want it, and they will ride it as and whithersoever 
they themselves desire. The economic servitude is now pretty well 
complete, and the helpless will receive just what the helpless invariably 
get. For a time Labour's owners may think it politic to throw· an 
occasional crust to Cerberus, and the State may dangle a few carrots 
before the donkey's nose. But the load will still be there, and L'lbour 
may as well understand clearly that, if the pulling is not satisfactory, 
the driver will not hesitate to ply the whip. 

Apparently, the masses have learned nothing from the War, but 
we anticipate that it has taught their owne1 s quite a lot. Monopoly, 
having discovered that it can starve Empires into submission, to-day 
understands in all i.;s fullness the value of its power. It wili use it 
remorselessly, and, as always, the more helpless the victim, the more 
cruel will his treatment be. This, indeed, the Socialists, whom 
Labour's leaders iu their despair are beginning to follow, also perceive; 
and they dream that by making the State the one Monopolist they can 
rescue Labour from its present helple:osness, and set it fret>. . 

Therein we differ. To us, as to all Anarchists, such a Monopoli-;t, 
backed by an omnipotent bureaucracy and with all the forces of 
violence concentrated in its hands, would be the most inexorable of 
tyrantB, and the proposed remedy a thousand times worse than the 
original disease. To us the sole cure for Monopoly is to sweep it away, 
giving all men free and ~qual access to the means of life. This is the 
great issue that the suffering immediately ahead will force on us. 
Around these two standards the real battle will be fought. 
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the Empire began, and Empires still flourish in our days. And the 
Norman Conquest, that rather dictatorial solution of the English land 
question. still holds good, and landlords are not disposed to vanish. 
Nor is Capitalism, the dictatorship over industrial produ~tion, in the 
least inclined to abdicate. Religions dic~atd!'ship established during 
the first Christian centuries still exists at Rome and in ever so many 
Greek and Protestant centres, and none of these spiritual rulers will 
admit that his flock might get along alone after nearly two thousand 
years of ecclesiastical bureaucracy, priest-rule. After these lofty models 
the mentality of the Socialist upholders of dictatorship seems to be 
moulded. 

People who are not under the spell of this spirit of domination, 
imperialist or capitalist, religious. or Socialist, as might be the case, but 
who long to breathe the fresh, invigorating air of the spirit of revolt, 
look backward and forward to quite another series of historical examples 
and comrades in the present and coming struggles. Every progress 
evolved iri small circles is hindered by the dictatorial routine of the 
day. Science is in every field based on the martyrdom of rebels who 
stood up against the dogmas imposed by the spiritual dictators of each 
period. Fortunately, such rebels always exist; they rescued mankind 
from slavery, feudalism, and priest-rule; they will liberate it from 
Capitalism and Nationalism, from Militarism, and, if needs be, from 
that curse of a near future, dictatorial Socialism. 

We are not at all fanatical believers in the small, the infinitely 
small, and do not reject generalisations, large-scale meas~res, but we 
are guided in our selection exclusively by what each separate organism 
really _ seems to require, by the standard of right proportions. We 
observe in Nature that what is too big becomes unwieldy and nearly as 
powerless as what is too small. We see how all living organisms are 
doomed to decay and death if one part of the body overreaches the rest 
by hypertrophy or infection. In a sound organism all parts co-exist in 
perfect autonomy, not interfering with the remainder, and capable of 
repelling any inter£ erence from them. Unification means death, as in a 
body overrun by microbes or a field or a barn overrun by rats and mice. 
And selection, the formation of new types, works by differentiation. 

From such considerations which are but alluded to here it is 
absurd to expect that men will ever submit willingly to a dictatorial 
regime. Obedience may be enforced as Capitalism, l\Iilitarism, and 
Bolshevism enforce it, by the stupid means of brute force ; but mankind 
will no more abdicate and resign its spirit and intellect int.q the h~nd-s 
of Lenin and Marx than into those of any Empetor or Pope, military 
or capitalist leader. T here must be resistance and revolt against such 
pretensions, and there will be. , 

No dictatorship ever remained unchallenged ; sooner or later its 
brute power diminished, and it had to climb down-with the worst 
possible grace, but down it came. The Roman Empire went to pieces, 
the Church must no longer burn heretics, Capitalism is just holding its 
own against Labour and no longer its absolute master, and Bolshevist 

· Dictatorship is also stronger on paper and in theory probably than in 
reality. It prefers to leave the peasants alone, it recognises foreign 
Capitalism, and it may any day compromise with other Russian Socialist 
parties and parade as a democracy. This means that tyranny is, as 
al~ays, coupled with inefficiency and blindness, and digging its own 
grave. 

Such a system can have no sympathy with free co-operation, and 
our comrades in Russia are in a very difficult po.si.tion. They will not 
overthrow the prevailing system, because after all it is to a large extent 
based on the elimination, tempora.ry at least7 of private capitalism, and 
because they will not be masters, dictators in their turn. They do not 
wish to be degraded by tyrann.ising over helple~s masses by the usual 
means and methods of government. I believe that · all they really 
require is to be left alone, to work in .their own way, but disposing qf a 
p1·ope1· sha1·e in the common stock of natuml 1·iches and means of p1·oduc­
tion ; for these were not created by the dictators in power, but by the 
work of Nature and past and present generations of men, and, once 
wrested from the capitalist monopoliser, should be at the disposal and in 
the hands of every section of anti-capitalist bona-fide p1•oducers. 

There is some very old misunderstanding in this respect which 
ought to be cleared up at last. It is quite natural that each school of 
Socialists, believing in the superiority of its particular tenets, should 
wish to expand, and it is but human that it should think that its 
gospel should spread generally and the Social Revolution and new 
appropriation be made in its favour. Hence nearly all propose to do 
everythi~g and only a few, co-operators and communitarian expesiment­
alists, confine themselves to their own self-acquired means and self­
accepted limits. Hence the Socialist movement became a race where 
the winner pockets everything and then locks out and scorns his former 
comrades. Dictatorship against' Capitalism, then, is only a pretence to 
cover this monopolist lock-out of all other Socialist and Anarchist 
comrades, and this abominable selfishness leads to persecutions, to 
cruelty and murder of every description, to the murder of comrades by 
comrades, as in Russia, Hungary, and Germany these late years. And 
this pandemonium of brutality, inspired by the war, gives the capitalists 
new hope of discrediting and ruining Socialism for a long time to come, 
and they send out their~·White. Guards and Fascisti, their Labour spies 
and other Black-and-Tans; a'nd .. ~ocialiE!mc:to-day, where it is no,t under­
mined by mutual abuse, distrust~" ·and other factors, is a shambles and 
almost physically at the mercy of capitalist cutthroats. It is imvossible 

for me to imagine that it could be degraded still further, and I question 
whether this will not open the eyes of some and induce them to make a 
stand and try to improve matters. 

* * * * * * 
What might be the basis of such action? 
I have not foreseen the present crisis, but I have felt for very 

many years that no single Socialist system can expect to be generalised 
-except possibly after a long period of free-experimentation-and that 
therefore all systems must agree to co-exist, each within its natural 
sphere, under mutual toleration. 

A special system can only be introduced and maintained by dicta­
torial force, which is bound to make it so odious that its possible advan­
tages, which free experimentation would show; are not properly appre­
ciated. This- is happening to the Soviet system, since it permitted 
adulteration by dictatorship. If those in power refuse to others _the 
means of free experimentation, they act as usurpers of social wealth 
which should be accessible to all, and it matters little whether they 
withhold this wealth from others as capitalists or as "Socialists.'' 
A unique economic system never existed i. even Capitalism .lived side by 
side with early Collectivist and feudal relics and new Co-operative and 
Socialist growths. Dictatorial Socialism would have to co-exist in any 
case with many other tendencies which, as latent enemies, would 
undermine and sap it. Would it not be better to give them elbow-room 
for friendly emulation? 

This question was seldom discussed by Socialists, because the 
interests of propaganda al ways seemed to dictate the assertion that the 
particular movement alone was right, that all others were hopelessly 
wrong, and that giving way to toleration mea~t laxity and almost a 
betrayal of the cause. The very foundation of all co-operation was 
ignored by this sort of reasoning, for co-existence in friendly co-operation 
means not a loss but an increase of strength. 

It is, therefore, not quite easy to retrace the history of the idea of 
mutual tolemtion within the Socialist and Anarchist movements, for 
most writers appear before the public but as zealous propagandists, 

· eager to advance the cause in hand, and they leave toleration for private 
use at home in intimate reflections. Some are so ardent that to tolerate 
anything side by side "with the truth they proclaim appears to them th~ 
worst of crimes. Some few only are coolheaded and see a bit further 
ahead. 

·In 1860, by the way, a forgotten Belgian author, De Puydt, not a 
Socialist himself, elaborated the whole idea in full, calling it Panarchie. 

At the close of the eighties Communist Anarchism in Spain tried 
hard to supersede Collectivist Anarchism, and as a young movement 
was very intolerant. Comrade Tarrida del Marmol, then editor of the 
Barcelona P1·oductor, said and wrote golden words on the necessary 
co-existence of both economic hypotheses believed in by various fractions 
of Spanish Anarchists. Tarrida then created the term "Anarchism sans 
ph1·ases," or "Anarchism without a labeJ," to which he always adhered. · 

About that time Malatesta, returning fr.:om South America, in the 
Appello of the "Associazione" (his paper, 1889) and elsewhere stood up 
for the friendly co-existence of both i:.ections of Anarchists. 

Little further was said on the subject, and readers of FREEDOM 
early in 1914 may perhaps remember my effort to bring about an 
understanding between Individualist and Communist Anarchists, an 
abortive effort crushed by an avalanche of protestations from both sides, 
each feeling perfectly comfortabl(;} in its. isolation and exclusive belief to 
be in the right. · 

It was some little comfort to me wlien I saw Malatesta, in his 
articles in Umanita Nova (1920), uphold and pvoclaim this principle of 
co-existence and mutual toleration in relation to the Italian Anarchist 
and Communist pa:r:ties. Malatesta was the first Anarchist who then 
was for a time confronted by this problem in an actual and urgent 
form. The Italian workers seemed disposed to overthrow the old order 
by a joint effort, and Anarchists, Communists, Revolutionary Socialists, 
and Syndicalists were all expected to do t.heir best. Should, then, a 
siqgle party-the Communists, for example-reap the fruits of a joint 
victory? Their dictatorial leanings were not averse to this. M_alatesta 
told them plainly that tbe Anarchists were not willing to submit to 
this, and off~red them friendly co-existence without interference fr_om 
either side, on the common basis of a society without private capitalism. 
Circumstances prevented further development, but these words stand 
as a lasting expression of Anarchist thought: Co-opemtion with all in 
the stmggle against Capitalism-co existence with all anti-capitalist 
pa1·ties on the basis of niutual toleration, non-inte1je1·ence, and friendly 
behaviour. I trust that the proposed International Anarchist Congress 
in the coming autumn will further elaborate this point. 

The question how in such cases the spheres of each group or 
movement shall be defined and circumscribed is a very serious one. 
This question would require careful consideration beforehand, p~elimi­
nary_studies, and yet permits no definite arrang~ments, since the real 
situation at a given moment cannot be foreseen. In any case, study and 
discussion are always useful, and may clear away .many misunderstand­
ings. The events from 1917 onward, as tho.se of 1914, foun4 so many 
Socialists entirely unprepared that ignorance ~nd lack of quick under­
standing were at the bottom of many mistake~ -~ade by t4em.. Every­
body was trained only to gral"p at everything for the benefit of his own 
party, and the comrade from whom he was divided· by the slightest 
shade of opinion became in the twinkling of an eye the enemy who 
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must be put down, exterminated if possible. All have therefore to gain 
by a proper discussion of these subjects on the basis of fairminded 
and friendly mutual understanding. 

I venture to think that since friendly co-operation, or at least 
autonomous co-existence, with Socialists of other opinions would be the 
purpose, every grasping party would soon be found out and its aims 
frustrated; all would be driven by their own interest to show at their 
best and .to do the b~st. Questions which cannot be settled can always 
be set aside, neutralised by common consent. It would be excellent if 
these neutral spheres had a large extension, for here would be some 
common ground where all should meet; and if rivalry and struggle 
must follow &fter all, some important domains would be saved from 
ruin. What is generally accepted to-day as to hospitals, monuments, 
art collections, etc., should be extended to predomina1Jce in capitals and 
large towns and other vantage positions which were created by Nature 
or are the work of past generations, and should never be controlled by 
single sections of ·public opinion. In this spirit. the outlines and 
principal features of future co-existence of Socialist and Anarchist 
parties and groups might at least be discussed and the minds of people 
prepared for mutual goodwill. 

Between Anarchists in Communist prisons as ·in Russia, Socialists 
done to death by Fascisti in Italy, Syndicalists murdered in Spain, all 
three shades c-f .authoritarian Socialists killing each other in Germany, 
and ~o on, my idea or suggestion sadly lacks "blood and guts," and I 
am well aware that this drawback does not recommend it. This cannot 
~e helped, but p}enty of blood may still flow, stakes may possibly be 
lighted, b~fore it may be taken into consideration. Authority dies 
h~rd ~nd is constantly finding a new refuge; dispossessed in its religious 
d1sgmse, nea1 ly found out under the capitalist mask, it found fresh 
shelter under . the wings of Socialism of the dic~atorial type, which is 
·such a wonderful godsend to the bureaucracy, to all those who as a 
body_ form the State and are at the service of all who p:ty them. 

This stage of human folly will also be overcome and tho ~phere of 
Authority reduced once inore. Anarchists should make an open and 

·b?ld st~r:d n?w; their case was never better, Authority was never more . 
d1scr~d1trng itself. I am really glad that the Russian comrades have 
spoken up at iast. Let all the world hear as much as possible about 
Anarchism; after all which happens we are sure to be al ways better 
un~e1 stood by the disenchanted victims of this accursed system of 
soCiety. M. N. 

.LV!ay 29, 1921. 

INTERNATIONAL NOTES. 

France. 
; S~bastien ~aure . has been s.entenced once more to imprisonment; 

thrn tune for eight months. The only charge that it is possible to 
bring aga.inst _this ~?-wearying fighter is that his eloquence, backed by 
scholarship and assiduous study, indicts the existing disorder as it 
needs to be indicted. . His ability marks-him out for slaughter. Our 
~~m_ra9es of L_e. Libert.aire expr.ess keen regret that they 4id not make 
h~s arrest an mternat1onal affair, and explain that, the charges being 
of the flimsiest, they . regarded his acquittal as assured. We think 
. they need not blame themselves. In such cases publicity, especially 
when Anarchists have worked it up, usually makes it harder for the 
accused. Moreover, the world to-day is so full of .horrors, and the 
La?o"ur. movement so. shali:en by a series of revolutionary crises for 
which it has shown itself no match, that the persecution of any 
one individual, however eminent, rarely provokes a murmur. Faure's 
trial was held behind closed doors. · • 

Th~re appe~rs ~o be some activity in Syndicalist circles, and 
~narch~st_s _w~r~mg m that field are being urged to appeal for indi­
vidual m1tiative and to combat the leader-dictatorship tendencies 
which have developed. It will not be an easy job, for the averacre 
Traq.e Unionist, distrustful of himself, still loves a leader. The 
Anarchists of t4e Lyons district held a Congress, June 26, at which 
th~y d iscus_sed th~ Dictatorship of the Proletariat, the possibilities of 
umted act10n being taken by different revolutionary and economic 
groups, and the best methods of spreading Anarchist thought. . 
. The C?mmittee of ~ction of the Young Syndicalists and Anarchists, 
m th~·. Seme Federation, have shown much anti-militarist energy, 
o~posmg _ openly_ the f~rther mobilisation of troops. They complain 
bitterly that their Nat10nal Federation and its organs, Hurnanite and 
L'lnternationale, show' little or no sympathy. 
.. In France, as in other countries, the· cry of the profiteer is for 
rn?re and more protec~ion. The farmers of the Oise district are pulling 
wires to get the tariff on foreign corn trebled, and that on sucrar 
greatly increased. · Germinal has issued a powerful _appeal to the 
workers which urges ·them to resist at every point this new extortion 
and it_ J?Oints out tha~, while Loucheur and other financial magnate~ 
are p1lmg on ~axat10n and beating wages down, the disorganised 
Labour movement is doing nothing. For the leaders of the General 
Confede:ation of La??u.r and for -the. reformist Synd,icalists, hand in 
glo~e with the poht1c1ans and busymg themselves with petty oppor­
tumst .measures, it hai;; only words of contempt. 

The situation in, F.rance ' ap~ears to us desperate, and <m~y in the 

uncompromising attitude of the Anarchists can we see a_ray of hope. 
. Unfortunately, they are in a pitiful minority, and ev~n now' much 
divided in opinion, and their press has a hard struggle to survive; 

Le Reveil Ouvriere, which contains some excellent articles on the 
principles of Anarchism, publishes a manifesto by the General Con­
federation of Labour -(C.G.T.), addressed to National Federations, 
Departmental Unions, and Syndicates. It appeals for united action 
as against the measures for the suppression of anti .military propaganda 
w:hich the Government is now proposing. 

United States. 
Here there is always brutality in abundance, but there is also a 

strongly assertive spirit of revolt. · 
Samuel Gompers, married again recently, has been re-elected 

President of the American Federation of Labour. His job is secure 
while the machine is kept in running order. The machine always 
operates thus, as. witness the history of ·Trade U .Qionism in this 
country and of Socialism everywhere. However, in the United States 
there has been violent anti-machine revolt, the I.W.W. being the 
leading rebels. . The persecution to which they have been subjected, 
especially during and since the War, has crippled them, but the fire is 
still there. We are very positive that the key to restored energy is to 
be found in their making up their mind as to whether they are out­
and-out Anarchists or compromising Trade-Union Socialists. On the 
Pacific Coast, before the War, they had acquired the habit of vigor­
ously proclaiming their Anarchism, but their official leaders and editors 
pulled steadily in the opposite direction. It is the special function of · 
such gentlemen to make the machine everything, thereby kiHing the 
rebellious individuality that gives their movement life. 

Apart from strikes against continued redu~tions in wages, and 
the bitterness engendered by high prices, exorbitant rents, and a huge 
army of unemployed, estimated at some three millio~, t4e marked 
.feature of the American movement. is the outspokenness of the inde­
pendent press. .Such papers as the Nation, the New Republic, and the 
J!r·eeman, dubbed as bourgeois by self-styled class-conscious Socialists, 
abound in articles denunciatory of the Government, landlordism, and 
the plutocracy. Small publications and pamphlets that find their way 
to our table talk even more plainly, and at much personal risk, for the 
hand of the Government is heavy.· It has made the continued publi­
cation of Free Society impossible, just as it put an end to the extensive 
work of the Mother Earth Publishing . Association. Recently, the 
Post Office authorities -declared unmailable Kropotkin's "Conquest of 
Bread," which Zola regarded as "a verita.ble poem "; and gne hears of 
similar absurdities. Luckily we know that the_ indignant energies 
which found their vent in such publications cannot be suppres1?ed, and 
already we find them working through other channels. 

. Meanwhile it is to be noted that the thought and practice of all 
Governments is everywhere alike. According to our latest news, a 
number of our comrades sentenced to deportation to Russia are still 
prisoners at Ellis Island, what calls itself so falsely the Soviet Govern­
ment having refused them permission to re-enter their native land! 
The comrades detained at Danzig for the same reason, as mentioned in 
the May issue of FREEDOM, have been taken back to New York . 

WEST LDNDON GROUP NOTES. 

DEATH OF ROBERT PEDDIE. 
We have been having hrge and attentive audiences at our meetings, this 

last six months, at the Grove, Han1mersmith; and there has been a slow but sure 
sale of li tera tur.e. 

Comrades in London, especially in Hammersmith, Battersea, and East Ham, 
will hear with deep regret of the death of our old and trusted comrade ~obei:t 
Peddie, who passed away on Friday, July 1, following an operation on the 
previous Monday. He included amongst his personal friends Sam Mainwaring, 
William Morris, Madame Sorgue, Louise Michel, Malatesta, and Peter Kropotkin. 
He had been ill for three months previously, ~nd had already uudetgone one 
operation. He was a unique personality who knew no fear. For over thirty 
years he was an active propagandist in all parts of London. He was open and 
courageous in his style of speaking, and his outspokenness and sterling honesty 
always carried conviction·. His homely humour was unique, and always secured 
him large and attentive working-class audiences. No propagandist · was more 
devoted or made greater sacrifices. 

· . We wish to thank all the comrades and sympathise-rs who have help P. d him 
during the last three months. We shall be pleased to receive assi'stance for his 
delicate.. wife and children. F. P. M. AND J. T. 
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