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NOTES. 
The Washington ,Conference. . 

. There are few lovers of . hu;mapity who expect · much good 
from this gathering of -Government officials, diplomats, poli­
ticians, financiers, military and naval experts, and other repre­
sentatives of the parasitic classes. Many questions will cause 
endless discussions before agreement is reached, but bn the 
great question of safeguarding their power of living on the 
fruits of other people's toil there will be universal and immedi­
ate agreeme~t. The Russian Revolution and the many social 
upheavals in Europe and Asia have caused the rulers much 
anxiety during the past few years, and the question of ways 
and means of relieving that anxiety is the most important the 
Conference will discuss. At Versailles the "old gang " of 
diplomacy entrapped President Wilson in _a cobweb of words 
and agreements, and the ·poor old schoolmaster left the Con­
ference a beaten and humiliated man. Now, however, the 
United States will speak with a far greater prestige due to 
her cbmma.nding financial and commercial position, and Mr. 
Hughes's speech on limitation of armaments is a direct chal­
lenge to Great Britain's sea-power. Our press at home has 
been trying hard to persuade its readers that Japan will be 
the prisoner in the dock at Washington, but to us it looks much 
more likely that Great Britain will occupy that unenviable 
position. Ja pan certainly got sbme loot in China during the 
war, but John Bull picked up so much at the Peace Confer­
ence that he finds it rather difficult to assume his usual pose 
of the disinterested champion of all the .virtues. There is only 
one good point he can put forward at his trial-viz., his jury 
will not have clean hands. Speaking seriously, however, to us 
the one outstanding feature of this Conference is the sublime 
audacity of this comparative handful of men who take upon 
themselves to make decisions which they will consider binding 
upon the countless millions w_h9m they are supposed tb repr.e­
sent. We Anarchists deny their claim to represent the work­
ing peoples of the world, and we challenge their right to decide 
the relationships of the workers of one country with those bf 
another. We say that the Conference is simply a gathering 
of t~ieves who have quarrelled over th~ir booty, and their 
decisions will carry no weight with the peoples whom thev 
have . robbed. Let us stop the robbery! 

A Cheap Insult. 
The Government Bill .for the · relief of the dependents of 

the unemployed is about the limit of insolence even for a 
Government, but it was passed by a House of Commons which 
invariably acts as a rubber stamp for the decisions bf the 
Cabinet. This precious Bill grants extra relief for a married 
man, to the extent of 5s. a week for his wife and ls. a week 
for each of his children. Now we Anarchists are utterly 
opposed to the principle of looking to the Government fur 
assistance . in all or any of. our troubles, but if the thing is to 
be done let it be done with decency. To give 5s. to a man to 
keep his wife from starving seems to us such an insult that it 
passes our understanding how the Labour movement can 
tolerate it. We have heard much of the power of the women's 
vote in Parliament, but this Bill exposes the hollowness of 
the women's political power. Why did not the Labbur Party 
and all the women's organisations raise hell over such an insult? 
If there was any fight or pluck at all in either movement they 
:voul~ have poured s?ch sco:n on the Government that brought 
m ~his outrageous Bill that it wbuld have been compelled either 
to mcrease the amount or withdraw the Bill altogether. And 
the ls. a week for each child ! If the Labour movement 
accepts this ~ill, we can only conclude. that its spirit is so 
broken and its manhood ~o degraded. th.at , it has not the 
courage . ~9 . resep.t th~ insult it c;onveys. · 

The Great Change in Russia. 
The fourth anniversary of the Russian Revolution sees 

the end of everything for which the Dictatorship was an 
excuse-except the Dictatorship. ·That alone survives, backed 
by the Red Army, the bureauc_racy, and the secret police, the 
inevitable accompaniment of all Governments. Lenin says: 
"We made a blunder, we decided to pass immediately to Com­
munist production and distribution. we thought that the 
peasants would supply us with bread, thanks to the system of 
commandeering ; that this bread would then be dist'ributed in 
the factories and workshops, .and we should thus arrive at 
Communist production and distribution.'' Experience, how­
ever, had compelled them to. recogp.ise that their economic 
policy "did not at all correspond to what was going on among 
the masses and was incapable of restoring the forces . of pro­
duction. That restoration had been hindered by the requisi­
tions in the villages and the introduction of Communist 
methods in the towns." This brought about the economic a.nd 
political crisis of last spring, when a return to private capital­
ism was decided on. · Now it is a question with the Bolsheviks 
whether they can organise State capitalist production so 
competently and well as t\!> make it exist parallel with private 
capitalist production, or to be swept away by the rising tide 
of private capitalist enterprise. And as I.1enin points out: 
" The whole question is who will be first in the race." In 
this sentence Lenin admits the death of the Russian Revolu­
tion, which was to bring freedom and hope to the peasants and 
workers of that unhappy land. Whilst this tragedy for the 
Revolution is happening, in the famine-stricken districts the 
coming bf the snow and ice is erecting an impassable barrier 
to relief, and ere the spring sun thaws the land some seven 
million human beings will have passed away. 

In the Land of Disarmament. 
Whilst Harding is entertaining the 'lv ashington Confer­

ence with his proposals for disarmament and "world trari­
quility," the unending war between exploiters and exploited, 
between governors and governed, is being fought bitterly. In 
the U.S.A. six million or more unemployed are looking for the 
job that does not exist, and all the great Trusts and other em­
ployers are using the occasion to cut wages. ruthlessly and to 
enforce the '' open shop ''-that is, to break the power of the 
Unions. More than one million railwaymen threatened to 
strike on October 30 to resist a 12 per cent. wage cut. Immedi­
ately the Government got busy on the side of the employers, 
and mobilised a national motor service to ensure the food 
supply, at the same time threatening gaol and injunctions 
against the leaders. The men stood firm, but two days before 
the time fixed for the walk-out the leaders _gave way, saying: 
'' If we did strike we would be fighting the Government and 
not the railroads. It was never our purpose to combat the 
Government.'' This settlement was the outcome of a 
vague promise by the U.S. Railroad Board, a Government 
organisation, that they would not consider any further wage 
reductions until working rule problems had been decided. 
Three days later it was officially stated that within thirty days 
every railroad in the United States will announce a reduction 
of wages ! The appeal for a new trial in the Sacco-Vanzetti 
case is postponed till December 1. .Meanwhile Industrial' 
Solidarity, the official organ of the I.W.W., calls attention to 
the number .of class-war prisoners in Leavenworth Peni­
tentiary, serving long sentences under the criminal anarchy or 
criminal syndicalism laws, their '' crime '' in some cases being 
merely membership of the I.W.W. Ten prisoners are serving 
20-year sentences, 54 are serving. 10 years, 31 are serving from 
9 to 5 years, and several others are serving '' indeterminate '' 
sentences of 1 to 10 years. . This is how Harding hopes to 
reach " world tranquility." 



~ -~ - - ··'·"':-FREEDOM. ~./ .. :··:-;.-~> -..... 
· 1. -:•<-' 

VERSUS . SOCIALfSM: A:NA-RCH-ISM . ' 

··-... 

'·, ,.,.,. 

<::::.":"'" / 
~. ' . 

BY WM. 0. OW~N. / '',, {; <' ( .. 

• \ • ··,.- I ( ', ' ; \~ -,_· ~- \ , •: . 

· i : (Qoniinuedjrom last mpnth.) , -,. 
It-is urg'e<t-that 'we) .Anarchi~ts ha,ve n'o plans; that-·wedo not 

\, methods generally proposc;id for rest9ring the land-to the u~~ 0,f 
·------. --the ··fiving do- not ·appear "inteUigent. Clearly N a;tionaiiS-ation 

will not do; for Nationalisation' ignores the organic unity of the 
human species, and merely substitutes for monopoly by the 
individual monopoly by that artificial creation, the State, as 
representing that equally artificial creation, the Nation. Such 

. set out in detail how the society of the fo~ur~. is to be run. . This 
is_ true. We are . not inclined to waste our breath in guesses 
·about 'things we cannot know. We are not in the business of 
putting humanity in irons. We are trying to get humanity to 
shake off its irons. We have no co-operative commonwealth; · 
cut and dried, to impose on the generations yet unborn." We '· 

< are' livillg men an<?.~ women, concerned with the : living present, 
; and·. we.. recognise that the future -will be. as the men and women 

.r • . ·oHP.e,£uture _ma-Jrn it, which in .its turn will depend_ on themselves 
: f:1n,d ·the .conditions in which they fin~ themselves. If we 
. . ·. -~~q~eath to thein" freedom 'they will be able to 'conduct' their lives 
· · fl'.e·ely; a~ the ·changed and improved 'conditions, . brou'ght about 
.. ,_·-bi t'he ·growth -of huma-ri .fotelligence and ·the added mastery of · 

'~ -N atur-e that will spring from such intelligence, -may dictate. 
. To ove!throw human" slavery,-which is .always the enslave­

. ment of -individuals, is • Anarchism's one and -only task. It is 
not. interested in making men bE;lttE?r under slavery, because it 

· · . conqiders that impossible-a stafement beforewhich the ordinarv 
.. · :r.e~de_r·pro'bably ·will stand aghast. It seems, therefore, necess:;i,ry 
, · to remin~ him- one~ again that. Anarchists are realists who try to 
.. see :Yife as it is, here on this earth, the only place where we can 

'Study it, indeed the only place whereon, so far as hitherto dis­
·covered, hum.an life exists. Our view is '. that of the biologist. 
W,e· take 1\fa~ as we find him, individually and as a member of a 

~ . spec~_es . . We, see him subject to certain nat.ural:laws, .obedience 
:., . to wb5ch hr:i~gs ·healthy growth• 'Yhiie ai~obedrence en_tails 
'_ dec~y and untimely death. This to us is · fundame'ntal, ·and · 
( :· much of Anarchism's .finest literature is. devdted to it. · · 
,. ' \ ~ N dw; ·from the biological standpoint, '. Freedom . is the all­
, ~- e'ss,entiaJ thi'rig: . Without it individual· health . -a:nd growth are 

· impossible, aii.d wherever the development of . the Individual is ' 
· .:t.thwq,rted the ' progress of all 'Humauity receives a elieck. We ·, 
_,; ~;:i.p.not :measure the innumerable checks, or show by exact figures 

-~- --~th~ '. injur;y .inflicted,. on ·our -own liberties · wh~n the pendulum · 
· .- -:-!;lw.mgs., :hack to -slavery- ·elsewhere; Nevertheless, beyond -all 

,. .;qu,estiori :the.injury is there; It must be: . Biologically w.e are .· 
•. c :all. par,ts , pf 9~e orgariic whole~the hum~n , speqies~and,, fr0in 
,. ~ ~,4~. :r~r~l:y ~c~~rit~fic , standpoint, _an injury ,to .o:q.e is .the concern . 
· of all. ·You can~ot_ have slavery at one end of . the chain and · 
~reedom at the other. fo our view, therefore, Special P rivilege, · 
m ~very shape. and form, must go. It is a denial of the organic 
~mty of,_man~md.; of that onenes_s of the human fa,mily whic~ 

... ,I-s,. to, us, . a_ scrnntI:fic truth . . ·We refuse to ignore or flout it, as 
· '-'the·· churches.hav-e igrio'red·ai1d flouted" liuman 'bro.therhoocl; by 

:: ·p.r6fessibg w_hich they g~ib,ed the support ofthe disinherited: and_ 
· c1imbed. t o .power. : ·.Internationalism i~, tC? us, a biofogical 'fact; 
,.q naturaJ. law which · can·nut be- violated .with ·impunity · or 

' : explai}1ed away . . '*1h~ most crirriin1;tl viola~ors- of :that nauura;} 
--law are mode'rn -Goverri.me-nts, which!d.evote all the force -at their 

'. comina_nd to the maintenance of -Special Privilege, and, in ·their . 
· Iust for supremacy, keep nations perpetually at war. · Back of 
• .. :_al} t~·is hr:ital rrm:i:-deiing is the thought : " Our governing 
~ __ ·machme .w1.ll . beq01pe more p0werfUL ·,_Eventually we shall 
, emerge from the . struggle as rulers-of the E?arth." · 
:. . , This earth_ is ,not. t.o. be ruled by the few. lt is fOl' the free ­
;, : at1.q '_equ,a1 enjoylinen£--o1 every member of the human race . · It . 
.-. is .p:o~ to . b~ held. in fee by old 11nd' qeeaying aristocracies, or 
: - .~pought up as a priva't~~ preserve . by the newly rich-that hard-
~·' faced ~ and harder-con~cienced moh which hangs, like. a vulture ' ' 
· pv~r E)very battlefield and gorges on the ·slain. · It is t.o be used, 
, f~eely and ~qually~ - by all th~ ·-living. :. 'F-01..:, _ just ~ a~ t_he human . 
.'.: species is ohe organic whole, so the earth, · this ·solid alobe · 
-~.:beneath ·©ur feet:, is one economic _. organism, one_' single' st_6ie-· . '. 
': house· of natural wealth, one single workroom in which all· men · . 

: ahd- -worn:en have an equal'right ·tb labour.. . ' 
· ·, '· In :these 'few words I have r endeavoured· to · display ·the · 
standpoint ,from which Anarchism' vi·(jws the · Liand. Question, 

· and .to· __ explain , why, ·of necessity, it cannot view 'it· otherwise. 
• .. ·To every A.narchist the right to free and equal use· of natural 
. · : ?pp0rtunitie~ - :is an ~dividual r.ight, conferFed by, Nature and 
. Irnpos~d by Lifo. · It IS .a fundamenta~ l~w of human _existence; 
,a~d . b~~a~se .our. :P,Y~~ent so-c.all~d Civi~isation . obstinately 
:r~~ses to recogmse,. that la,w _l.t IS ble~dmg .to-day at ,every . 
)?.Ore :and the death-rattle is .~lrE?ady in.'it~ tbr.oftt. .A house so 

, ' bi~t~rly divided ~g_ain'st itself is' , bouhd to·. fall. A society of 
:· .. ; w,olv~s, ;ea.chrtearmg __ at the other's th~o·at, is J?-ot a scfoie·ty· to 
, be ·preserved but ·one to be. extirpated as speedily and painlessly 

{ c as:mercy-,. arid •iritelligen:'ce cari do' it,. 'T •".'• . ' . ' 

It is a question of intelligence; . ·.a:n.a ,_,~o- AnarchisM · the· 

a philosophy lands us at once in absurdities so obvious that 
their bare statement suffices to explod~ tpem. For example, the 
district of Tampico, in Mex,ico, erµbraces one of the richest oil 
fields yet discovered. Is it maintained that the few Mexicans 

, are entitled to monopoliEie that· great gift of Nature solely · 
because it lies within- the ·. territory at _present marked on the 

" maps as Mexico ,? . ·. . . : . , . 
Even Capitalism . knows . better than that. , IfMexico ~shut )._ 

do~ri b.er oil' _wells she would_ be warned promptly that the .· ' 
wo,rld had peed qf them, · and the warning would be ep.fo.rced~ , . 
In , theory, as · in practice,· C~pitalism . is international; for. it._. 

.. recognises that . what is needed, by the ·world at large must pa~s 
into the channels of international trade and be· distributed for ',. 
the saitisfaction of racial n'eeds. That, however, -does not . 
prevent . individual capitalists_ from _locking up their own private 
properties, nor does it prevent capitalist . rings from decreeing 

' t4?it an entire industry shall be brought to a standstill in 
order that their personal profits may be enhanced. Similarly, · 
Capitalism -would not permit England to starve the world by 
shutting down her coal mines, · but it _does permit a few monopo-
1ist,s of coal lands · to hamper production · by levying tribute on ' 
·Engtish ininers ·who want to w~fr:k. -· Nothing more unsatis-

. factory, p:i0re: unjust ; .or_- rpore -ill_ogical can be imagined. What 

. i go,qd·. intere_st . is 'served ,by allowing -the Duke of N orthnmber- · 
·Jarid; 'for e·xampl~, to exact .£80,000 a year for allowing Labour-

: t o, ,dig out what .he-is still permitted to call his coal?. Biologi-
., cgl)ly_tb'.e m,a:n_i~ ,a. parasite_ of the most deadly type. - Economi- .. ·. 
. cal~y' h,e ·is .'a huge l_ea~ through which. social and individual ,, 
· ~,£fort . goes to .waste.. · . .· . . , · . · · 

. · ~Q alf -c\narchist~, therefore, the abolition of Land Monopoly -: 
is f~ndarnent~l. · Land ¥onopoly is the denial of. Life's basic 
,law,; .whetner regarde.d frqm thEf stan{]_point. of the individual or _·. 
of_'th~ :spe(?i'es ;,-·a;na· by _n? h;u'rrian ip.genuity can w~ s:uccessfully 

·evade that 'law'. So' long 'as ··certain individuals are allowed to · 
c@r'ner ' land on ·dr by which ' others have . to' live, those others . 
are I at tneir 'mercy. '. Tliey 'are 'helpless and, therefore, help- ' 
lessly ·enslaved. They. 'a.te robbed,: and cannot · escape the .· 

, ,robbery. · They ate ruled:,· and ·cannot· get ·away from the ' rule. ' 
. They must work on the terms offered . thBm, or starve. From 
_A his fi;i,te no organisation, however complete, no skill or learning, 
.. howeyer profoqn.d,,. no p.rivate,virtue or public philanthropy, can, . . · 
~. rescue, them . . Here, if anywhere,. actio,n is .. ne_edec1. A huge. 
. _houlder: - b~o<'.k;~ the path, and until, that bou_lder is removed 
, ~ p~qg~ess remain$ ~nthiµkable. , ., . , , ... 

I! In some w,ay _or another th_e .Inqividual mt:.st . assert _and r• ' 

· ·maintain his free anq equl}l right, to life; which means his fre_e . 
and equal right to the use of · that without which life is impos-· · 
sible, our common Mother, Earth. And it is to the incalculable 
advantage of society, the whole, to secure to eaeh of its ,.units 
that inalienabl~ rigb.t_; :to r,eleas_e ·the . vast accumulation's ·of 
const17uctive, energy p.o.w lying, idle ~nd enslaved; to say to·;_. 
every ; willing w:orker~" Wpereyer there is ~-n unu~ed oppor>_; '. 
tunity which you , can .turn. to·· account, you are free to use it . . . -.. 
We do not bound you~ We do not limit you. This e'arth is 

, your~ iµdivi9t1ally as .it ., is Q-UrS racially,~ and· the essential. ··· 
· meair±in~ of _our conquest of ~he seas, of air , and space1 is that . 
·you are free· to , come_ and go whither ybu will upon this planet, 
which i.s . at opc~ . our individual and· r~cial home." .. 

The Land ·Question, viewed . biologically, reveals. wide . 
h~ri~.o~~ an!i ope;ns doors· p,lready half ajar. Placed 'on the ~ , 
basis of equal humari rights, it is nobly destructive; for it" 
spells death to wrongs now hurling· civilisation to _its rui'n. ' 

. · 'vVere free and equahrne ·c;r natural _ opportunities · ac~_epted as a ' 
· fundamental · law-just as niost of us ·accept, in theory, · the 

Golden Rule-there would be no more territor"igrabbing wars . 
1 Racial conflicts, now -looming up so threateningly, would die of 
. themselves. Free exchange, so essential to international pros- · · 
. perity,; would follow automatically, and· with it we should . 

sha,ke off those monstrous bureaucracies now crushing lts. We; 
, should be. plag;ued .neither with the multi-ntillipnaire, whose 
, evil fortun~ is .. always . founded on. Monopo~y, nor with t,hat 
deg,en,Elracy-brE;eding_ army of paupers who~ Monopoly, first 

c ~~n4ering thei:q. ~elP,ler;;s, ,. dragfi down to , pauperdom. Hate, 
' to-day righteous in its indignatio:i;i, 'woul.d. b.e· lifted fro:m the . 

heart of Labour, because· Laoo'ur, no longer' tied to the chariot . 



, wheels . 6f -Pluto_cracy; · wou1a·t claim J an·1:t get : its .. · o~r_i:: ,:,· we_ 
j Anarchists . indorse· and niake :xmr own T~lstoy's : g~eat st~te-.. 

-ment ·that " the rich <will-: do every:t_hiog. for' the poor ex~ept" 
the oneJhing needful~get qff tl].~ir: _b_~_cks." We un:der.s:t,i1nd .: 
thoroughly that wheq the . hive _ no long_er l}arbours · para~ites; -_ 

. (the· honey, hicreasecJ enormously _jn::q-qantity., will go wJ:~re ip . 
.belongs. . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . 

These qoors alrel1dy are '_standing ·inore than half -~jar. · 
Wa.r ! 'Science has revolutionised it, as it previously revolu- . 
t;ariised industry, . and W~r hen_ceforth means racia_l suicide. _, 
}frontiers ~rid zjational _ dfvis!ons, those hothouse.s of ign6-rant : 
fanaticism ~ana · of. -tliat ·narrow- patriotism which is always - the ~ •· 
first resott of scoundrels ! ·. Science, annihilating · distance';: h~s · 
m :aae, potentially -at least; the human family one. . Wha,t sense . 
is there in fericing off countries ' by protective tariffs when the . :· 
very purpose ·of the i·aUway and 'the steamship, the cable· and 
tlre wireless sta~ion, is to 'break through those fences? Hrule 

: by the· sword ·is to endure, and if the masses ar~ :still to be . 
governed with a ·rod ·of .iron; we · should ·stop ·edu9ati:ng them, . . 
for the first result of education is .that the pupil becom~s .eager 
to manage .h_is own life . . Ifo\lr rulers -w_an-t. the wo.:irke~s _ tq.; 

, . r~main content with poverty., t)iey should call .a 4alt _ t.Q i?ven:: 
tion, for no intelligent' ·human being is satisfieq to starve .. 

-. heaause ;production ' has outstripped consumptiori·. 
. . . (To be co?itinued.) · 

~ ' .. 
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Uriempfoyed · De~and ~Land~ 

,,_ The/' .following ·petition '" tO . the- Prime -'Minister 1v as! handed, . in at 
10, . -Downing . Street, ~on . Nov.ember ;:-2, "by a deputation .of -working 
w:oinen, in . th~ _ nia'l.rn~ . oL the· -0irg;:misoo. ·unemployed. · It -i~ . a hopeful 
sign kl· see tha.t' .a.ttenti.pn _is _ oo~~tra~ed _on . ~he l;:tnd question, , hu~ 
so~et~ing · mo~·e d1~·a-Stic than _· petitiq~s ·will _ b~e ' _ nec~~sa:i:;r. bef_orn " tih~­
land i.s freed for ·the unemplo~·ed_!._a.~<l the ml.~pl:o~ed. 

... .· ·., . 

We, . the ~ widows; . wives·; . ·sisters; and mbthers of· the unemployed 
(men uneril:pleyed through the •result of yo•m Oa.pita.listic war), come 
on beihalf oif the men whoIQ: _yo.:u:_ .P~W~ ivh~. Jl.:i-ey come in a peaoefo.l 
1and orderly manner to voioe their stairva,ticm and wrongs. 

-yv e ,Pro·test aga:instr: Il!-9rt:'~ };>'<l;ttleS;lii ps bein.~J:mil-l;. --T:h~s w~U -but 
provide extra profits for· the' rich, make enemies· :tbroad, · and ·use u1p 
the ·ene-rgy of the wiorkersi on ail"maments which will finally b.e used 
a.gairist themselves. The -result o{ tJhe l.asrt xaoe for arrmame,n.ts , is too 
eridept to need oomment. · . . . _ · . ., : 
· .. We dema·nd that; if the1re is to b:e •a Conference ~:m Disarm·amei:it, 

a ·: working _woman shall be S•8!Ilt as 1a · rep1;~enta:·Uve of the cl.ass wh~oh 
has pa:id the biggest price arid su:ff.ered the ·~reatest losses . .. ·We refUise 
to allow our . men be set to work on · arteiri1aJ roads '\.v.'hiicih: 1are re-a.My: for 
mci.lifory pUtrpoiseisi. AJr.ead.y1 £10-,.000,000 ha:ve. heen spent on . these. 
roads sinoe Aug·u.st, 1920, in ord1er :to transport ~lackle:gs ~9. : trO'Op~ 
to fi:ra on the wo1rfoers.- Ther·e ail"~ _ ·ooou;gih .1•oads in. the .P<Hhlrtry to 
carry oin industry' •and. the g.rqwing . of 'corn_ a:.na. . the buil<:}ing orf 
houses is more necessary -at the pieserit" tim:0 to make.- ready .: against 
the day when the many ' _enemies we ha.ve .· madle. ~b1~oad pu{. the 
blockade on us~ · . · · · · . · ... . . .. · . . .·. .. . . . . 

The land is the s-01Lil'de of ,~11 wealth-. W f7 the,refor·e demand · that 
the -land and ·au that thereip'.' li~s~ . whi~h y•oiu haye ,*>len f~:om _us, ,be_ 
ret11rned) . r:edaimed, a1n<ll t.hJei .. £.2·7;000,000 a.hcmt 't .o :he. sipen.ti_ a.:tJ!di 
wasted on hattleshi·ps shall .he used tq maint1:1in the workers whilst they. 
cuJtivate the fand . - . · " · · . ·· ~ -
. ' Money is ' saved 1lP 11!-tho~r::, T!h~. ~-OQ'ke1;s paid for ' the war in labb;Ur~ 

a:nd ow:e. no. Nat~ona.~ ·Deb-t . . \ .. Tlhat)leh~ is •a.n imaginary . b:oigey heild up' 
to force niore labour froin:: the' woi:keirs. iu or<l,er to keep the i~le ._rich. ,. · 

Why should the Min:is;t~r o.f Health get £100 per week, ian4 the 
men . who" fought ill the wia:r and spent their lives in tOil get less than 
£5 a week? The prevailing cioinditioos of unemployment, 'sfom-housing·, 
ari:d semi-starv.ation in a JJli,.n:d)c 01f pJ1€1Ilty,. Tender this l\linister's c0-ffic-e 
a farce. _ · . . · 

YO'li have Conscripted Lif~ ;· we>worild Conseript only Wealth and 
L~ndt. Your _Government . Mino:rity · Report . mi Game · says:, · ' 

"The time has now ·oome when it is essential to make the 
interoots of food production · 1p~ramol1Ilt. Instead of preservfog 
game, P.arlia111Jent ought to preserve ~hie people •and the people''s food: 
I~ has oome with ia shook of' surprise to many· to _le~rn _that ahout 
one-fifth of the whole ~rea of Sootlan<l, or from 3,500,000 to 4,009,000 
acres, 1ar,e devoted exolusively to deeT forests." · 

We agree with the Minority Report, andl ouir men: ·demand 
this la,nd; · . , · · · 

-~M_ .. Cle~enceau :h?-s n;iade a great .speecl;i in -which, .defining F1~~n~e·~ 
position, .he declares .: "0l)r.. inotto,may he expressed in:. a wor:d:---'t:J.either 
to be dominated nor to dominate." Anarchisrp., :pilre and : simple ·! 
However, ti_ot one Government' in all the wqrld " has_ tlie ·· slighte~t 
inte~tiori of trying to . live up to it. ' · 

FR.EE; ,s: t>c'I .ETY~ -
Issue·d ·Monthly by the Abarchist Gommuni~t 'Groups · cl the .U~it.ed 

-States·-and Canada. · '~"'~ < - • .. ., · - • ·-

No Subscriptiori: -·· V'OY-~ritary dontributi~ns. ~ Orde;'.'through :F~-~~;bo~~'. : · 

. THif~·FurprfE": OF-; WA"it~;~~i 
...,\ ..... _,( ' - ~~ \ --- ~ ... <::! )i. 

:. ·, • • ~ · • 1 • '; · ·: '- ; , . I l ' · i - " '"· ' f. • ' - • ~) '; ". 

The vast multitude which' is afraid not t6 beha' the knee to God or 
its emp'loyers, to sci:ence or . to ,the1

•• Governmen:t11 while<begging'h:1:JJmbly 
for a crus't_ ·or som·~ - pitifully-~mal~: ·reforiiQ• ; ' ihi-$ ~muJtittfd~',~hi~h)~,cks 
~ither_ t_h_~: .~e11se · or '.da_r_ir;ig · __ t:9 __ ili~k~~rl ... ~Q:g~'9-f....tM_iQ.fq_1Jilo],l$ '.i'.e.girn'e_ )'lo_w. 
oppr11ssing and exploiting it, is m?-rC}lfing:tQw.a11d,·tbe ·great c~taclysm the 
b<?urgeoisie and -scienc~, upder . the jµ.s~iga_tio:n;-·of p:r,ofEt~i<>n~ .,o-ritpina.!&~; 
~:rE3" _pnipar_ing· f9r it. . w.~ :· r#jg4_t. _ .\Y_~JL. s~i>\ ~q -'~tli_~· -.ma;~~~s :': '.(IJ:>r:epare' 
yourselves for suicide; and then at · OI;lCe': you wm· lre' freer~? ' Because 

~t~fr;;gi;~;a~r~~!~01?~ei:~ _;1~~~~;i~~Z;l~~f~~Ilf.~1~~:i~;f~~~:~::: r~-,~~; 
.. · Will Irwm bas written a mostmterestmg--ht~l~ bqo~ onthe ~subJect 
of the next wat, ··andJ tflin.k,it _.worth whn~: - ~<ftI_'~D'~1~t~ 'ttfew· ~igiiHicapt_ 
pa§sages. Here is what be says:- · · ·· · ... · · · 

" Th~t exact ,scientific method of i;esearch, .. which w~oug.pt miracles 
in ind-~istry-~- -h,i;i.spow:J)ee.ri~ ta.lferi. iil);q:.th~::f?erf~ce_ gf w~r= ... $iQi:~l}oi~9nous 
gases, liquid fire; tanks, and other m.urderous devices for annihilation, 
the human raqe ha,s taken a great step upwarqs . to that peak ., ~9ward 
whiCh all fresh discoveries: ·a:re '.carr.yfog . it.: · Canno'n 1~ : guns', '.'ete'.-all 
these now · appear ·trivfal, as did · the bow .. and ·arroiV.·; of ' -preMding 
generations. · Tb~ human: ima:gination : ha~ .- ~evot·eq _. all :its,_ pqw,ers to, 
k,illing,!lnd has - discov~req-gas~s. ·· _ ': .. ~,;; : .:: . .. · . i·., · ,_ ::·. 

_ "At th~ date of the ''armistice we we're .manufacti.u:'irig Lew;isite gas 
for the 1919 ca~paign. It -.was invisible~ ;-and sc>" petietr!itin'g ' tlia:t' ;it 
would have f.orced into the open .. all . those who had t:iken· 'shel~ei:€"ih 
trenches or .dug-outs. _ To ~reathe :: it, . even.>-:thotigh .. it;:~:<fid .. riot . ·pass 
through the lqngs; was 'instant death.- . Wherever1it1ea;nie jnt_o c<mti:i.ct. 
with the skin it poisooed the .yhole ,botly, tpe ·.t;i£I:e.~t b,eipg qlrp.ost ,nlways. 
f~tal. It attacked all , Jl~ing-, ~ells, - ~nim_al · c;n~1 ~eg~t~9le~: :'· 4·g~i~st ._~,~i~ 
g~_s .masks :were - us~less; _and· it .~had -~ . "velocity,?P ~iipe_s ~-.great~~ t.l\~µ _,t~~: 
gas.es th!=Jn in .use .. · An exp~·r,t ~eclar.ed th~t .h.ad .tbey · .use~ _y1 . 191;~, .~ 
dpzen Lewisite ~>oinbs of t9e· _Iarg~s't _ · caTibr~·,' al\~ d'9iie s9>V.fo~J;i : th~ \Vfoq 
was favourable, 'th(3y could have wiped Oli't the popu,latior1 '()f Berlin .. . -~: " 

· '' Pr~bably he' ·exaggerated; yet not g~~atly_.", !he ',~rmis~ice . ~.a.~:~, 
along, but the 'search con_tinued. · We have now da'ta for a gas super16~ 
to Lewisite, of greater chemical . power and .far higher, ,-velocity.::· _A! 
simple capsule ·of this· gas · in a small-sized grenade woulctkilteverything~ 
over an area of two acres and a .half." :. ·· . · . . _; '' ~ ci!_.·_ · ,_~; _ ·:._:::·':'. 

- Thus,( dear readers, wbile ,you. were ~µpposing ; ~be,r~ _W,qu~d ,.never be 
another ' war~ ·and 'tb.itt the: h.urP.an race'.would devo'fe'- its~H")1~~cefor~~ to~ 
working 'in. the . cause ·of progress~ the scient~sti;i ' "#efe· ~oiit~ntl~!l'g 
imperturbably . their, re_searches into ~ethods' of ext~rmination;_ J It)~ 
logical;; the crawling -rabble is not entitled to a lon_g life ~ ' Will .Ir.wirr 
says _that the next ~~r ' will be 'one· not of :mnies ou:e of p~oples:· 
Listen :- · .. .. .... · ·; · 1 '. • · " · - •· > 

"'in the 'next war gas bombardmen.ts of :cities· and large towns' lire­
not only possible ·bu't ' highly- probable !and :almost : certai~ .'· ·The gr.eat' 
military . State$ h_ave had." time for- reflectio~,:, a~<l .. {or .9~.rJ;'}ji!lg t4~ :· 4i~-: 
cpve);'ies made . i.n th1:3 -. GJ:~at - War:. to their !ogi(!aJ; : ~o~clMio9; :·,'f~e.Y: 
fore_see that, even_ w,ith, the. g~ses now :~nqwn 3:~d .t\rn ·:. ~~~.opUl:~~s ·~°::~i:tI' 
existing, . a ~~ris, a . London~· or a .. Rome: can · b~· -:-:· tr~n,sf o:r:!ll,e~ . .frp.n;i . ;i.. 
metropolis into a necropolis." · · · - __ ,_I_. - ·:.'.<.J-·,»'~r·,:--~~-··-;~ 

"And why not?'' .said Maj.-Gen. Swinten, of t];i~ Epglish· ~rfiiy,'· fo 
a discussion on the new fuethods :.or~war~ ':''-"It wa§ .:'mo're ' .. 'f,h:in ;ev.er our 
tendency,'~ said . this :uniforrtied 'crimitilH ;- -.1 ~ to consid'er-"' ev.erything·:. from 
one special point . of view, viz., how to kill men by' fiftfos, by· h1IDdr'e.d.&t' 
and_ by thousands._ But when .you talk of. gas yoµ i;i.r~~ talkin~v.o_f_~n.: ~JPl 
w}ii9h, m:ust . be , conside~~d frolD_. every~ s~apdpoJ:~t ;· !an<i)f_, .Y~~ 1u,s~jt-s:-_ 
and I see no reason why you should not-y~-g c~~ - kH],.-0,~-Ai,sa~,l~. ~t ~:".1~ 
rate, hundreds of thousands. "~C' Prometeo,n:jn Il(Ri:s.'l;eg,lip .. ) ,,_• -~ : ,, ,. r. 

.. _ _..The author of. the ah~~,~ a.;ticle>transf~~~d· '. f~o'm ;t~~:-,~tal'fa~>~uK~~~, 
Gen. Swinten further' as saying that all N~ture's fptces :shouid b.e ~utlil:~eii' 
in war; "that we shalf come finally to the sca.tterin'g of ·germs '.a,Dd spreil:~irig 
arµ;on~f .our enemies the '. deadliest of plagues. :;He -~ppi~ve·s of .. th:i~~~ ~ri:d 
insishfthat we should assiduously encourage: otir inventors and sc1ent1stS" 
to stri.dy·this "strategy of war on the grand scale.'" ·. ,:: : . . " . > _·") 

This .makes· " Prometeo" blaze with _indjgnation ;-''· buMhere :i~~ ~"S:-. jt 
seems· to me,· another. side which pught ·to . :b~ prese_11t~4 .. ; ::Vo r·r:Jle'1_ ~~ 
least;· it appears beyond -all doubt · that : thii;Hltl1pe;i.dq,~,s progr'~ssA~ :.~1,l~; 
art of · killing must end eventually, a~d at. -no: ·cHsta~.t 1d~te7 .in ~illipg 
War itself; that, with the de-velopmerit ·· o(g~ses, aerop,laii~~,, ari.~l .s·uq~ 
marines, the Dr.eadnoug4t has becqme alr~ady ·a ridi6i:ilo11s a·:paclirqriisrii! 
and st~nding armies littl_e ~etter th.aii tin so!djers(' · Thi(_mea~~, o~ 
necessity, the· death · of professional militarism;; 'and"r no . greaMr -h'OOn'fo 
h-uma_nity,-no. longer stride to . univers~l peace, 'is' thinkablet :' -;:: : . ' 
. . Another point.. The ,more ·on·e studies ·:tlie:tremendotjs · d~veloptii~nt 

of the arts of peirce· and 'war,- the n;).Ore ·one ~ reaH~~s . ho:w~ tm'fathmnably 
profountl is the tran$fo~mation · now: in process~ , H'e."1 ~ool.ish· to . thin)~ 
that we can stop it! How absurd: to · think that ,we catj :tinker society_ 
into its old-time shape : with·· the mediaeval -fools · Ti:;~~e .. :Unio~ist_s-, 
Socialists, aud all the other, refprniers h.a 'le .,in:. t4~ir -~its r : ·:As. I JoolF 
~t it, even 1\.narcbiSm, thoughJa:r. more. thqr~ug~g~ipg and .longsig~t~~ 1 
c_anno~ _b~gii;:i t~ m~~s.ure -~he .ch.~n~~s even.ts ·wi~_ ··,~or~~prt~ ~·s·. , :: ~,~ ,:~f.~ 
now .strugglu;ig out of the . phrysahs, and _ the hf~ _of- the ·f tjll::flegged 
cihicke·n -differs eri'cirmop.sly frpµi tl;tat whic4 sa1ti~fred alntg;-rell1Hrelji~.nts 
when it was still shut up iii the egg.'_:_ TRANSLATOR. " · · · · ·:: · ·: ·r. 
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·Let the Landlords Emigrate. 
\Ve have no wish to exaggerate matters, but it passes our 

.-understanding that the present economic condition of this 
country is almost ignored by organised Labour. The Govern- · 
ment statistics, which are issued month by month, show that 
the collapse of our foreign trade continues, and those who 
study seriously the situat.ion in Europe and Asia, where most 
of our foreign trade was carried on, agree that there is not the 
1temotest possibility of a, general revival of tr.aide for many 
m0nths to come. Russia will be giving out large orders for 
manufactured goods in the near future. and these will incn:~ase 
ais time goes on; but this country will receive but a small por­
tJ:on, as capitalists from all parts of the world are taking part 
in the seramble for orders. There is no other country from 
which a demand for nur manufactures on a large scale can be 
expecte<l. 'rhis means that our unemployed may look forward 
to _ many montllf~ of unemployment, with all its consequent 
rriisery and the degradation that comes to men who are com­
pulsorily idle for any length of time. 

_ The latest statistics show that about two million are out 
of yvork, besides the enormous number who are working only 
one, two, or three days . a week. In South Wales many 
thousands of miners will be '' frozen out,'' as there is no 
earthly chance of a living for them again as miners, and this 
probably is true of miners in other parts of the country. Many 
other trades are also permanently crippled. In fact, it has 
been roughly estimated that between eight and ten million 
p~o.ple-workers and their families-will be unable to get a 
livirig in :this . country, and will have to emigrate or starve . . 
Those -who talk in that strain imagine, of course, that our 
present system of society is a permanent one. We are not so ' 
su:t~ abouii that. 

:But surely the workers ~re going to have a voice in the . 
matter.' W ~ cannot believe that they will for ever wait 
pathetically fot the Government or their Labour M.P.s or 
their Trade· Union officials to settle this question of life and 
death to so many of their fellow-countrymen. We know what 
the; Government will do. They have two objects in view. 
One is to use the unemployed to force down the wages of those 
at w9rk, and to use .the weapon of starvation to compel the u~­
wanted f;urplus to leave the country; and the other, their 
prillcipal object, is to save the system under which they and 
their friends manage to live in luxury and splendour on ' the 
wealth they plunder from the workers at home and abroad. 
\Vhatever misery the system may bring to the workers, these 
rich folk never feelthe pinch. Their class has thrived on this 
system for so many centuries that they have every reason to 
believe in it as a divine institution sent for their especial 
benefit, and they will use all the powers at their disposal to 
prevent sacrilegious hands being laid on it. : 

We also know what the J_;abour Party will do. They are 
looking forward with a great hope to becoming the Govern­
rp.ent themselves, therefore they will do nothing likely to 
frighten that sober and respectable body of folk with a small 
balance at the bank, who decide the fate of elections. The 
Labour Party will call mass meetings and pass resolutions 
calling on the Government to tackle the question; and Mr. 
Henderson and his friends of the National Brotherhood may 
even offer up prayers for the unemployed at the Pleasant 
Sunday Afternoons ; but they wm '' refuse to exploit the 
un.e_mployed for political purposes,'' as they condemn the 
wic~ed Communists for doing. In other words, they will do . 
nothing, fa1t raise a lot of noise . in doing it. 

Therefore; · the workers 'must settle , the pfoblem tliem­
selves. A petition presented to Lloyd G@orge by 'women on 
November 2, bn ~ehalf · of th@ unemployed, ref~rring to the 
land monopolised for deer forests, says : '' Our men demand 
this land.'' And as we pointed out last month, and often 
before, that is the· only solution of the problem. There is not 
the s~ightest reason why any man should go abroad for a livin~ 
if ·the land in. this country were ,utilised to the utmost and 
cultivated suitably. Kropotkin, in "Fields, Factories and 
Workshops,'' has dealt very thoroughly with the possibilities 
of agriculture ·in this country, and he draws the following con­
clusions: "If the cultivable area of the United Kingdom were 
cultivated as the soil is cultiva.ted on the average in Belgium, 
the United Kingdom would have food for at least 8'7,000,000 
inhabitants . . . if the population of thi_s· country came to . be 
doubled, all that would be required for producing the · food for 
90,000,000 inhabitants would be to cultivate the soil as it is 
cultivated in the best farms of this country, in l1ombardy1 and 
in Flanders, and to utilise some meadows, which at present jie 
almost unproductive, in the same way as the neighbourhoods 
of the big cities in France are utilised for market-gardening.'' 

The proble,m, therefore, is easy of solution given the ·neces­
sary goodwill. The workers must refuse to be driven abroad 
to get a living, they must refuse to starve in a land which 
could produce food for themselves and their families, and they 
must refuse to recognise the right of the wealthy to monopblise 
land for sport which could be utilised -for food production. 
Let them agitate this question in their Unions and at all their 
meetings ; let them press the question upon all their fellows, 
and when they get sufficient support and courage let them 
insist on using land. now lying uncultivated and producing food' 
on it. Lloyd George used some very strong language when 
dealing with the land question some years ago. Let the 
workers translate his wbrds into deeds. In any case, do not 
emigrate and do not starve. Let the landlords emigrate. 

NIETZSCHE ON DISARMAMENT. 

No G.o·veTnment will itowada.ys admit. that it mafotains an a1~my 
in Q1rde[' to sa.tisfy oreasionally its passion for oonquest. The airmy 
is said to serve only defensive puil"poses. This morality, which justifi€s 
self-defence, is called in 1as t!he Government's 1advoicate. This means; 
however, re1.;;erving morality for oursieJ'VeS and imm.ora.lity for our 
iteighbour, beoause he must ibe thought ea;ger for ·attack a.nd conquest 
if our State is forced to consider means of self-defence. 

At the same ti1110; by our explanation of ou;r ue1ed of an atrriy 
(heoause he denies the 1lust of ·atta.c!k just 1as our State dQes, rand 
oet;ensibly also maintains his a.rrny for defensive reasons), we prod.aim. 
him a hypo;crite and cunning ori1m;inal who would fain seiz·e by surprise, . 
without any fighting, 1a harmless and unwary victim. 

In this attitude, 1all States face one an.O·their to ... da.y. They pre­
suppose evil intenti0ns on their neighho1utr's part and goo<li intentions 
on their own. This hypothes1is, lrn1wever, is an inhuman notion, a.s 
had as and worse than war. Nay! a.t boittom it is a challeing,e •a•n<l 
motive to war. Foisting, rais it does, wpon the n€'ighbouring State · 
the charge o.f immo.raJity, and thus prorvoking hostile intentions and 
aets. 'f:hie doctrine of the army 1as 1a means o& self-defenee must be 
•abjured as complete;ly as the lust of conquest. 

Perhaps, perhaps, a memorable day will come when a nation, 
renowned in wars and victories, distinguished· by the highest develop-
1nent of rnilitary ord1er and intelligence, and accustornew to make the 
heaviest sacrifice to these objects, will voliintarily exclaim, "We w_ill 
break our swords," and iliill destroy its. w1hule military system, lock, 
stock, and barrel. 111.aking oitrselves defenceless (after having been 
the ·most strongly defende.d) frorn a loftiness of sentiment-that ·is the 
mean·s tou:ard genru,ine peace, which mrnst always rest itpon a pacific 
disposition. · 

The so--ealled arm€d peace tha.t prmr1a.ils at present in all comitrie-s 
is a sign of ·a bellicose di.spositi·on, <Jif •a disiposition t'hat trusts neither 
itself not its neighbom; and partly frQm ha.t e, partily from fear, 
refuses to lay down its weaipons. 

Better to perish than f;o hate and fear, and twice as far better 
to perish than to mu,ke oneself hated and feared-this must some day 
-become the supreme maxim of every political comrrmnity. 

Our lihera.I representatives oif the people, 1as is w~ll known, ha.ve 
not the time for reflection on ' the nature .01f humanity, or else the·y 
'would know that they are working in vain wihen they work for "a 
graduia.J diminution .: ' of the military hurdens·. On the oontrary, when· 
the distress of these burdens is gn~atest, the sort ·of God' who alone 

· ean help here will ~e nea.rest. The trne of military glmy can only be 
destrnyed a .t one swoop, ·with one stroke of lightning. But, as you 
kno1w, lightning oomes from the clouds-1and from a,bove.-Tihe 
Wand.erer dn-d the Shadow, §284., f1'om Vol. II of H1iman, All-too­
Hiiman. 

Push the sale o:f "Freedom." • 
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·,::·,TROTSKY ON· ·TEJRRORiSM.~1~ 
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i ~ ;: , ·This book is gr.eatly t.o my"liking. ' Trotsky speaks straight 
otit .and shows us exactly where he . stand~. He is uncompromis­
:ingly logic.al, and, in my opinion, logic dominates -our livef). If 
Tknbw the ·road on which a man has started I know whither 
h'.~ , ~ill be compelled to go. . -

1

1 'Trotsky has chosen his path and treads it firmly. · There 
~i·e no half-lights tb dazzle us. His book, therefore, ~s edu?a­
.ti<;maL and strong·. It scatters at a touch the. fogs m which 
Sopial Democracy has ' lost itself, and under the hammer.°! a 
.re+n.orseless realism Kautsky and all the horde of temponsmg 
ip~dants;. who for -hal.f a century past have .been wasting. the~­
~elves on words, · are ground to dust. Does Kautsky believe m 
Marxism? Then · he should, have the pluck to follow his doc-
trine wherever· it may lead. · · · 

· Given Trotsky's standpoint, a.ny forthright man, a~ it 
seems to me would have to act as he apparently is acting. 
Such a man ~ould be bound tb regard J_\:1ensheviks and Social 
Revolutionaries, · Socialfats of the Chair, and Step-at-a-time 
Parliamentary Opportunists as neither fish, flesh, fowl, nor good 
.fed herring. As for Anarchists, he would have to treat th.e~ as 
!open enemies. Being convinced that only · through a military 
'dictatorship could Capitalism be ove.rthrow~ he would ~ave to 
·stand by it through thick and thm. This, I take it, was 
·Napoleon's standpoint, and he is credited with having had a 
];>~werfully logical mind. . . · 

, In a word it is the military conception of the struggle, and 
J myself have 'insisted repeatedly that the ~ocial proble~1 is at 
bottom a military problem. It is a quest10n of how to bell 
the cat ; how to get power out of the hands that at pres~nt 
grip it, and confer it on all the people. Or, rather, accordmg 
to 'the Amtrchi.~t" conception, how the pebple· themselves ~an 
be induced and enabled to take the power. Trotsky, a Marxrnt, 
thinks logically that this can l?e accomplished only through the 

·est~blish.:tnent of . a strongly centralised State, sufficie~tly 
powerful to enforce its views. In .commbn with all Anarchrnts 
I think this means will defeat itself, resulting in the institution 
of a lifeless machine .. and killing in the masses all insurrec~ 
tio:tral · virility. · 

The Trotsky position is intelligible. He considers that 
the struggle must be forced on the many by the few, w~o, 
when victory has been attained, will present the masses with 
their freedom. The· Anarchist positi'On ·is intelligible, being 
that the masses must themselves win their own freedom by 
waging a guerrilla warfare at a thousand points. But poor 
Kautsky !' 

Rautsky has been for many years the high priest of the 
State. He has been a field-marshal in that Social-Democratic 
army which has written '' Discipline . and Obedience to 
Authority" on . all its hanners. And he gets into controversy 
with Trotsky, who really believes in that and enforces it. in­
exQrahly ! Instantly Kautsky turns, of necessity, to Anarchism 
for his arguments, ·ttnd we find . him · lauding ·the P~ri() Com­
mime as having been a spontaneous eruption, emergmg ~nex­
pectedly, not ''artificially'' prepared. Trotsky demolishes 
him with a breath. The Communards ·failed, he remarks, pre­
cisely because they did not prepare and only played at ~ar. 
\l\T e· Bolsheviks have succeeded because we knew what we were 
going into and took beforehan.d every ptecaution t'o insure 
success. 

That is the heart of the · whole controversy, and it .s~ems 
to me that Kautsky is left without a , leg to ' stand. on. If this 
question is to be settled by annihilation of a specific enemy­
the bourgeoisie-when you march against him you must be 
prepared to annihilate him, or he will annihilate you. There 
1s no sense in throwing unarmed masses against . an eneI?y 
armed to the teeth. !t is criminal hinacy to poast of your m­
tentio:p. . to put. the job . through while making no .prnpa.rations. 
ta. 'd.6 it. 'You must either make mass action effective, ot, if 
you · find· that impossible, you must find some othe~ means. 
• ! · Trotsky has no difficulty •in showing that the Paris· C9m­
mune,. e~gineered by Marxist rom~mtici~ts, was defeated be­
cause ft only played at war. I ask myself whether Tr~tsky is 
n:ot a;lso one ©f these· weakly-calculating romanticists·; whether 

·. it was ever conceivable · that· Capitalist-Imperialism could . be 
?verthrown .. by a Dictatorship whfoh_ is qnly ·Imperialism under 

*"The Pefenc.e Pf Terrorism :" (T~rrorism 1a.n<lJ Co!r:n.!munism.] B~ L; 
Tr/Qitsiky. · 3s. 6& . L.ondion: ThJei Lalb·ouil" Puibli~hing . Co., 

. ;6 } Tavistocl~ S'quiaire, W.C .. ~. . , 

another name. I express' the opinion iihat the real · revolution­
ary power, still to be developed, must be sought for along very 
different lines. I think that the Bolshevik effort to settle the 
social question by a coup de . main has failed. · 

The unarmed crowd is shot down, having hugged .the 
amiable delusion that the police or soldiery, its fe~low-corn1try­
men will not fire. The victims are given a public funeral 
and' fine orations are delivered. The Communards have a 
similar fancy respecting the Versailles troops, and pay for it 
with I forget how many thousand lives. That happened fifty 
years ago, and revolutionists still cel~~rate that mi~taken fancy 
as if it were a triumph. The nnhtary party m GermanY, · 
thought itself more than a match for all the world, and the 
Bolsheviks appar~ntly dreamed ' that they could declare war o? 
International Capitalism, and that the enemy would ;i10t hit 
back. Now, having miscalculated so grossly, they cap~tulate; 
and the capitulation does the revolutionary movement mcalcu-
lable harm. · 

Of course the Dictatorship may stand for some time :y:et 
against its disarmed internal enemies, the peasantry, the So.cial 
Revolutionaries Mensheviks, Anarchists, and others. {igamst 
them it will se~k to consolidate itself by granting concessions 

·to foreign capitalists and enter.ing into alliance? with. foreig? 
Governments. Every such conce'Ssion and alliance rn obvi­
ously a confession of failure ; for , the Dictators~ip '~ excus~ ~s 

. that it exists to free the proletariat, and the reality rn that it is 
landing them once more in prison. . . . . 

I _praise Trotsky's bbok for its frank advocacy of dictator­
ship, an attitude far nobler than that of · the Kautsky~· who 
work incessantly for the creation of stro;ng Governments a~d 
then prate hypocritically of freedom. On the ?ther ha.nd, his 
fulminations against. the Powers leave me .. entirely cold . . He 
who dra:ws the sword must expect his q,dversary to strike -him; . 
if possible, to the · heart. However, Trotsky shares that fault 
with all the revolutionary movement, which still ,howls· loudly 
whenever it is hit, and still, ''like a slave, unpacks its ,hea,rt 
with words.'' In all that there is not one particl@ of -strength. 
. w. C. 0. I 

Berkman and Emma Goldman under Arr·est. · 
( ~ . . 

The following paragraphs, translated from No. 41 of the Alarm 
(Hamburg), show that the perse'cution of Anarchists in ·Russia still 
continues :- ' 

The Bolsheviks have decided fo extirpate all true Revolutionists. 
Two of our foremost champions, Alexander Berkina'n and Emma 
Goldman, have been placed under protective airest (Schidzhaft) by 
the revolutionary Bolshevik Government. . _ ' · , 

Berkman and Goldman have been protesting energetically 
against the Terrorism, which increases constantly in . baseness and 
~s directed especially against the Anarchists. The public sympathises 
with both of them, but is not 1 allowed to learn anything as to their 
detention'. Our friends are· closely guarded in their rooms py spies 
a·nd political police. .. · ~ · . 

Food is bad, and to appease their hunger both these well-known 
revolutionist,s have had to sell. their books and other belongings. . · 

For Anarchists continuing in Russia there remain only eitlie:r· a 
struggle against the Bolsheviks, or death, ·prison, or banishment. 

. THEN. . AND -NOW. 

F.rom 2,000 years ago t·he words have been preserved ·for us that 
were addressed to the discharged soldiers of Rome by tl:~e· great leader of 
the people, Tiberius Gracchus. The landlords and profiteers assassinated 
him, but the truths he uttered remain, and to-day are strangely 
relevant:- -

"The wild beasts of .Italy have their caves to retire to, but the brave 
men who spill . their blood. in her cause have nothing left but air. ;tnd 
light. Without houses, without any settled habitations, , they wa~de~ 
from place to place with ·their wives and children; and their genera.ls 
do but mock them when, at the head of their armfes, they e~hort their 
men to fight for their sepulchres and domestic gods. For, among such 
numbers, perhaps, there is ·not a Roman wlio has an 'altar ~hat· belonged 
to his ancestors, or a sepufohre in which their; ashes .· rest. The private 
soldiers fight and die, to advance the. wealth and luxury of the great; and 
they are called masters of the world, while they have not.a foot ·of ground 
ip. th~ir possessiqn."-(Plutarch~s Lives: ;Langhorne's trans") . . . 

, Bec~use the ex-soldiers of Rome were denied their rights an·d' kept 
quiet _ with "bread and games," the Roman · Empire perished, and a 
Ro.man hi~torian pronounced the . verdict ;. " The great estates dest11oyed 
:Rome .and lier colonies." · · 
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Russia. . , : _ . _ ... . _ . . _. . _. 
- · Oiidimiled· ~pace ren4ers -_any~hing. l~ke a,_:compl~te . review 

impossible~ and-here _we can only -touch a_:q. occasional outstand­
ing poin_t .. ·Apparently the transition from yvh~t the Dictatnr,. 
;ship calls "Military Communism·" to what it calls State 
Capitalism is being pushed persistently. · That is to say, large-
scale industry is being organised in State Trusts, and other 
enterprises are being handed over to co-operative societies or 
private enterprise, domestic or foreign. In other words, the 

.. door is thrown wide open to intern_ational Capitalism. How 
quickly and extensively Capitalism avails itself of the oppor­
tunity will depend obviously on t.he profits in sight and the 
risk certain to be incurred. The assurance given to the British 
Government that pre-war debts will be recognised and paid is 
an attempt to convince foreign capitalists that the risk will not 
be great. 

The State, which has arrogated to itself ownership of all 
the resources of what was once-and 'to all intents and pur­
poses is still-the Russian Empire, remains supreme. The 
role of the Trade Unions, the relations of the State to hbm·e 
and petty industries, the question of what shall remain under 
Government control and what shall be leased, are all settled 
by decrees of the Council of ·People's · Commissaries. A 
scheme of '' collective provisioning '' is applied to workers in 
certain industries wherein the remuneration granted by the 
authorities is determined not by the number of workers -but 
by the amount of work turned out. The aim is, of course, to 
discourage slackness, but we doubt if a more drastic sweating 
system was ever devised. So much product, so much bread. · 

Bernard Shaw has stated succinctly, in his recent article 
in·the Labour Monthly, "The Dictatorship of the Proletariat,'.' 
the Russian Government's attitude towards Trade Unions. 
His language . is as follows: ''A Socialist State would . not 
tolerate such an attack on the community as a strike fo:i; a 
moment. If· a Trade Union attempted such a thing the old 
Capitalist law against Trade Unions as conspiracies would be 
re-enacted within twenty-four hours and put ruthlessly into 
execution." We observe, however, that in the United States 
the I.W.W., whose members are constantly on strike and make 
it a religion to uphold all strikes, still enthusiastically support 
the so-called Soviet Government. 

Apparently_ Le Debut, an Anarchist paper published in 
MQscow, has been suppressed permanently. Its last issue 
stated that the one preceding had been confiscated and the 
editor imprisoned. It .affirmed that its only crime was an 
explanation that the requisitions made on the peasants re­
stricted production and led to famine, and that it advocated 
the releasing of co-operation from control by the bureaucr·acy 
and State intervention. . Necessarily under any State Socialist 
regime such views are criminal. ' 

The Russian Government applied to Roumania · recently 
for the extradition of '' Makhno and his bands, as well as the 
other counter~revolutionaries who have found an asylum in 
Bessarabia.'' Roumania replied that she would do so 
alth~mgh not under any . treaty to that ,effect, as soon as formai 
charges had been pref erred, but tha.t she required a promise 
tha~ they s~ould not be executed, she herself having abolished 
capital pumshment. Tchitcherin sent back an indignant note 
protesting against such '' exaggerated and intolerable formali­
ties.'' 
. According to numerous telegraphic reports, uprisings con­

tmue and are put down mercilessly. We think the persecution 
of alleged .counter-revolutionaries increasing in severity, Tol­
stoyans bemg among the latest victims. From Buenos Aires 
Argentine, we have rec~ived a strongly-worded collective mani~ 
festo protesting against the strangulation of all Anarchist 
propaganda in Russia. It is stamped with the seals of twenty­
two Labour and educational associations. 

Germany. 
The ~conomic situation, aggravated greatly by the precipi­

~ous ~all m val?e of the mark and the consequent sudden rise 
m pnces, ~ommates everything. For the rest, and so far as 
the revolu~10nary m<?v~ment is COJ1;C~rned, ber.e, as throughout 
Europe, whether to ]Orn or not to ]Orn the Third International 
is still ~be burning qi:restion. Lenin sent the Jena Congress of 
the Un~ted Commumst Party of Germany a huge letter which 
to our thought, was inexpressibly tedious and pedantic. Th~ 

-- .. ·- - ·~·- - · ·--- ··--- ·· ·~ .. ---------· .. -··- . .., __________ -·· .. 
. i 

Party appare.ntly- achieved unity, but t.he« Lef~ ;wing procured 
the -insertion ih the Reso1uti()n on .. TactiC·s 'of paragraphs which 
_slapped Trotsky _in the fac~ by upholding t~~ _cgurse . he had 

::s~ernly: chided the Party ·for ·having- taken. '"· . ~ · · : -"· , , . 
. . We : confess that · these· interminable ·_ Socialist . polemics, 

·which never lead to anything, weary us; ·· bul we· riote '·:with 
· sbme interest the proceedings of the Communist · Labour . P~rty 
of Germany, which held its Congress on September 12, ·has 
broken formally with the Third International, and declares 
that it bas done so because that body '' bas become an instru­
ment of the Bourgeoisie against the Proletariat-the twin 
brother of ~he Second International.'' Curiously enough it 
condemns the Soviet Government for its '' concessions to the 

. peasants.'' According to all our reading the peasant-a real 
producer-bas been the one man to whom, from first to last. 
the Soviet Government bas been · remorseless. However 
Socialism has seldom been able to see or extend its sympathies 
beyond the wbrksbop. 

================= 
Reappearance of " Free Society." 

We are pleased to greet again this " underground " paper which 
our comrades across the Atlantic manage to publish in spite of all 
difficulties. The September issue is a splendid number, and contains 
some very good matter dealing with subjects that .will come up for 
discussion at the International Anarchist Congress. Our comrades 
have been running their paper since April, 1919, which -in itself speaks 
volumes for their courage and tenacity. We hope they will get the 
support they deserve. Orders for the paper will be received at FREEDOH 
Office. Subscriptions are not fixed, but we would suggest a minimum 
of 2s. €>d.- ($1.00 from U.S.A. and Canada). 

A Pamphlet for the Unemployed. 
A very good pamphlet for distribution amongst the unemployed is 

"England Monopolised -or England Free?" by Wm. C. Owen(" Senex''). 
To enable it to be sold for Id. we will send 12 copies for 9d., 26 for 
ls. '6d., 100 for 5s., all post.free._ Cash must accompany all orders. 

With each copy of this issue we present our new 
List of Books and Pamphlets in stock. 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF " FREEDOM." 

A Social and Dance will be held at the" Workers' Friend" Club, 
62 Fieldgate Street, Whitechapel, E .• on Saturday evening, December 3. 
Comrades, turn up and make this a success, and help our funds. 

International Anarchist Congress. 
A Conference to discuss the agenda for the Congress (see October 

FREEDOM) will be held at the Workers' Friend Club, 62 Fieldgate Street, 
Whitechapel, on Sunday, November 27, at 7.30. We hope comrades 
will send us donations towards the expenses of our delegate. 

INTERNATIONAL MODERN SCHOOL. 
Comrades are requested to note that C. B. Warwick has no connection with 

this School. Money for the School should be sent to E. Michaels, 62 Fieldgate 
Street, Whitechapel, E. 1. 

To Correspo·ndents. 
F. NEUWIRTH.-As you charge us with publishing "anti-Bolshevik lies and 

silly, senile slanders against the Soviets," we can hardly think you are 
sincere in sending us 3s. for the FREEDOM Birthday Fund. We have, ther~­
fore, sent it in your name to the Communist, for the Russian ]famine Fund. 

CASH RECEIVED (not otherwise acknowledged), 
. (October 9 to November 16.) 

"FREEDOM" GUARANTEE FuND.-W . . H. _Benson ls. 6d., P. Mason ls. 3d., 
T. · S. 10s., Gateshead Group (per J. Armstrong) 10s., Chinese Comrades 
3s. 9d. , J. Beskin 2s., W. C. Owen £1, S. Downing 2s. 9d., N. Melinsky 108., 
F. Goulding ls. 6d., A, D. Moore 2s., E. W. Lynch ls., A. Smith 2s., Club 
Volonta (San Francisco) £1 10s. 

"FREEDOM ,, SuBS<JRIPTIONs.-W. H. Benson, M. B. Hope, A. Kendall, lL B. 
'Ells, H. O'Neil, S. Downing, V. Levine, M. Dennison, A; C. Luca, 
S. Matarazi, F. D' Amico, F. Distefano, A. Di Russi, J. Denorcy, D. Duccschi, 
0. Caporale, J . . Amitrano, A. Comero, C. Newlander, J. Fr.iedman, P. B: 
Swanson, E. J. Dreis, E. Bercowitz, A. W. H;ildinger. N. L. Grist, 
M. Mic~els, M. Grossman, C. Elkus, J. Ogdon, · M. Anderson, A. Carlssou,' 
V. Garcia. 

INTERNATioNAL ANARCHI~T CoNG~Ess.-Ferrer Group (Abercrave) 16s. 
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