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NOTES. 
Slashing Workers' Wages. 

The employers are ruthless in enforcing wage reductions in 
all directions, and most of the Trade Unions are realising the 
hopelessness of their position. In the cotton trade the employers 
proposed a reduction of 6s. ld. in the £, which the men refused; 
but the usual negotiations took place, and the men have agreed 
to a" compromise" in the shape of a reduction of 4s. ld. in the£. 
The shipbuilders have been on strike for a month against a 
reduction of 16s. 6d. per week in tw9 instalments of 10s. 6d. and 
6s. Fresh negotiations have taken place, and the men are to 
ballot on ·a "compromise" of an immediate reduction of 10.s. 6d. 
and two subsequent reductions of 3s. each, .which their officials 
aivise them to accept. In the printing trade most of the Unions 
have agreed to advise their members to accept big reductions, 
those that are putting up a fight only doing so· on the question 

. of the size of the cut. And so it goes all along 'the line. The 
present reductions are certain not to be the last, the employers 
saying that wages must fall much lower before they will reach 
what they are pleased to call "an economic level." British 
workers have seen the wages of Continental workers forced down 
almost to starvation point, and always imagined ·that they them­
selves were in a privileged position; -but economic laws ignore 
frontiers, and unless trade soon improves wages here will drop 
to the Continental level. There is no damned sentiment about 
Capitalism~profits it must and will have. It is no use the 
workers saying that they and their families are entitled to a 
decent living. Capitalism does not admit it. It holds the land 
and the instruments of production in a vice-like grip, and the 
workers must accept its terms or starve. If, howe.ver, they are 
determined to live a free and decent life, they must find ways 
and means of forcing the monopolists to rele~se thei~ hold on 
the means of life. Until then they will remain the slaves of 
Capitalism. 

The Bombshell at Genoa. . 
The announcement that a treaty had been signed by the 

Russian and German Governments was a tremendous shock to 
the Allies. They had invited the two countries to send delegates 
to -Genoa, where they were to be treated as naughty boys who 
had come up for punishment. And these two naughty . boys 
suddenly grew into very big boys, too big for the cane. Poincare 
had a fit, and Lloyd George almost wept to think that after all 
his kind words to them they should have played such a nasty 
trick oh him. '1.1his incident has brought . to a head the differ­
ences between the French and British Governments. Poincare 
and the French press talk of occupying the Ruhr Valley if the 
Germans do not pay the full amount of reparations due on 
May 31, but we are certain that no British troops would accom­
pany them on that errand. Such a policy would but add to the 
existing chaos in Europe, and British capitalists are determined 
to ge~ trade going again, even if they have to "shake hands with 
murder," as Northcliffe ·terms it. From our point of view,. 
whilst we are pleased to see Russia and Germany throwing off 
the chains of the Entente, _we cannot find any reason for liberty­
lovers to rejoice at the linking-up of. the dictators of Moscow 
with the reactionary Government of Germany. The repressive 
methods of the latter Government during the last general strike 
prove that the workers have little, to hope for from that quarter, 
and recent articles in FREEDOM have shown the true character of 
the Dictatorship in Russia. We can· but hope that the workers 
of both countries will some day free themselves from their 
oppressors and thus pave the way for a real treaty of friendship 
that will embrace the peoples of the world. - ·, 

The Workers and Education. 
The-economies in education proposed by the Government are 

meeting with strong · opposition from the Labour Party and the 
Teachers' Associations, who in reply are demanding greater 
facilities for education: for the children of the workers. At a 
recent Labour meeting at Manchester a Member of Parliament 
said: "The workers would not be content until the door to the 
secondary school and the university and other higher educational 
institutions · should be as open to the child of the poor' as to the 
child of the rich." Now this is sheer nonsense. As long as 
there are rich and poor the rich will always have the advantage 
The conditions at universities and other higher educational insti­
tutions are a reflection of capitalist society and will continue as 
long as that for~ of society exists. Equality in education pre­
supposes equality. in other directions. Not only do the wealthy 
gain advantages £or their own children, but their economic 
position gives them the political power by means of which they 
can control the education of the poorer children. To-day the 
whole curriculum of the schools is dictated by the wealthy class 
in their own interests. Th~y force the children into the elemen­
tary schools at their most impressionable age, and . instead of 
helping the children to express themselves freely and thus draw 
out the best that is in them·, they dope them and warp their 
minds, and keep them within e-ducational f,ences which·they are 
not allowed even to look over. ·With the result that, though. 
they are very useful as industrial slaves, their outlook on life is 
narrow, and they are the easy prey 0£ politicians and priests. 
We do not expect equal treatment for the children of rich and 
poor. We want to a?olish .all classes in societ! and t~ tr~a~ all 
children as equals, with a right to develop -._their own md1v1du­
alities to the fullest. 

The "Communist" on Russian Anarchists. 
. We feel very sorry for Mr. Postgate, the editor of the Oom­

miini.st. Our articles on the Russian Dictatorship have caused 
much searching of heart · in the Communist Party, and ma!1y 
inquiries as to the truth of our charges have reached the official 
editor. Instead 0£ dealing with the charges he threw mud at 
Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman. But. this did not 
satisfy his questioners, who next asked him if Berkman's terrible 
story of Kronstadt was true. Now no good Communist e.ditor 
writes anything without first consulting Moscow, so he passed 
on the inquiries to his masters. Well, the good folk at Moscow 
politely ignored the questions about Kr?nstadt, but they s~nt 
him a blood-curdling yarn from the lzve.stia al?out the Anarchists 
and the Social Revolutionists in Russia. How they had been 
working with criminals and murderers and sneak-thieves in .a 
game of expropriation; how they had murdered people for their 
money, and otherwise proved th~mselves "counter-reyolution.ists" 
of the deepest die. And the editor of the Oomm_uni.st published 
these fairy tales from the Tcheka, as t~e Morning. Post used to 
print the fairy ·tales about the Commumsts by Baml Thompson. 
We smiled when we read the article, because poor Postgate 
evidently thought it was a "scoop," as journa~ists say when they 
get exclusive information. Now the truth is, that the whole 
story appeared in the Mo-ocow Izve.stia last September;and our 
East End comrades published a translation of it last February in. 
the Arbeiter Freund, exposing the obvious fa~sity of the charges 
which had been published by the Tcheka as an excuse for the 
shooting of ten of our comrades. If Moscow thinks A!J.a~chists 
and Social Revolutionists are such. scoundrels, how comes it that 
it orders the Communists to form a "Unity Front" with them? 
Do tell us, Mr, Postgate. 

Push the sale o:f "Freedom." ' 
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~-.. ·~-- --_, . .,.. / BAKUNIN'S " CONFESSION " TO TSAR 
NICHOLAS I. (1851)~ 

The complete Russian text of Bakunin's so-called "Confession" to 
Nicholas I. (1851) is now before me, as published by V. Polonski, for 
the review Istoritcheskii Arkhiv, at the Government Printing Office, 
l\foscow, 1921, 92 pages. This book has not been translated, as far as 
I know, and its exportation from_ Russia, at least for Anarchist and 
independent historical research, seems to be difficult, if not impossible. 
A-full translation is required, and I believe that a German edition is 
preparing. Next to this an exhaustive summary and translated 
extracts would be useful, and I am beginning to give these in papers 
of several countries. I am very sorry that a detailed discussion of the 
long .text, based on historical and documentary evidence, would trespass 
an the limited space of FREEDOM as well as on the patience of its readers 
who . are not specialists in revolutionary and Anarchist history. So if 
in what I am going to say here I may appear to some to be affirmative, 
I am so not from self-assertion and carelessness of proof, but from the 
i-easons just given, which prevent a detailed historical disquisition of 
the subject in this paper. 

I am glad to be able to say that very little in the "Confession'' 
really surprised or astonished me and t_hat I have nothing to withdraw 
f:i;om the defence made in my articles in Urnanita Nova (written October, 
1921) and in FREEDOM (December, 1921). These articles repudiated the 
slurs cast on Bakunin by an article in the Berlin Forum by the ex­
Anarchist Kibaltchitch and other articles deriving from it. It has since 
been published (Bulletin Communiste, Paris, December 22, 1921 ), first 
that Kibaltchitch wrote his article in November, 1920, witfwut knowing 
the " Confession," basing himself upon extracts and hearsay evidence; 
second, that the Fomrn translation of this article gives a garbled text, 
deformed, denatured, adulterated-all these are expressions of Kibaltch­
itch's Communist friend, Boris Souvarine-and that this remarkable 
text appeared without the knowledge even of Kibaltchitch, who, some 
six months or so later, when he had been made to feel the contempt 
which his article drew upon him, published a correct text in the 
Bulletin Cornmuniste of December 22. On these careless and sloven 
productions the detractors of Bakunin based their campaign, which 
extends from Italian papers - to the New York Gall, and crawls 
along from , one Communist paper to the other. But let us return to 
the main subject, the full odginal text, which is presented in a careful 
edition, reproducing also the marginal notes of the Emperor Nicholas I., 
for · whose perusal a special copy of the " Confession " was made. 

When after six days and nights passed almost without sleep, in a 
revolutionary turmoil where he alone kept his head cool and insisted on 
:fighting to the bitter end, Bakunin was arrested, his fate was indifferent 
to him and he expected quick execution by court-martial. Then a long 
tz:ial seemed also to end in death, which was commuted to penal servi­
tude, solitary confinement, for life. Then all this happened all over 
agai , only this time in dreadful Austrian dungeon cells. Extradition 
to Russia seemed to mean a fall still lower and all hope was gone. Then 
the unexpecfod happened : in Russia, from the first moment, he was 
very decently treated, as a State prisoner of rank, and then the 
Emperor asked for his "Confe.ssion." 

This was about the kindest act which this proud tyrant could 
devise; he conversed with a rebellious subject not on terms based on 
monarchical or judicial prerogatives, but on those of the fictitious 
equality before "God" and the personal confidence and benevolence 
which are supposed to characterise the relations between a confessor 
and a penitent sinner. 

We can see from the document that Bakunin did not reject this 
only chance to lay his case before Nicholas, whom he knew to be preju· 
diced against him not only by his unconteste4 revolutionary attitude 
and action, but also by many slander$ and lies. One of Bakunin's 
young Russian comrades (A. Ross) twenty years later remembers that 
Bakunin told him how under these unexpected circumstances hope and 
the will to live and to become free again got hold of him, and made him 
from that hour prepare his liberation ; to this exclusive aim the text of 
the " Confession" and all his attitude during ten long years-until he 
succeeded in 1861-:-were subordinated. This is borne out by the 
document before us. But it also bears out that Bakunin was deter­
mined to win his liberation by honourable means. He might have had 
it at any time by a real recantation-which he never dreamed of doing. 
He intended to deceive the tyrant who was the master of his destiny 
in a more subtle way, by minimising his own importance and yet fully 
taking the responsibility for all he had done or ever intended to do. I 
of ten wonder .that Nicholas did not see -through . it, for Bakunin -just 

tells him what he wants to tell him, often very boldly, and the thin 
varnish of constantly admitted personal criminality, sin, foolishness, 
repentance, ought to deceive nobody. Nor need any one be shocked by 
.the submissive style of many passages, for it was known that the Tsar 
would not look at a document where these forms were neglected. _ On 
the other hand, Bakunin s·ometimes jokes and makes the Tsar :1ook 
foolish-as when he gives a very intimate description of some revolu­
tionists of repute, and then says: I should not tell you, Tsar, of all this 
or their names if I did not know that they are safe in America, or so. 
On the whole, he played the ga~e to bluff the Tsar by apparent since-rity, 
telling the truth, but not the whole truth by far, and he lost the game, 
since Nicholas's character was lower than he had expected, :pamely, in 
the following way. 

Bakunin pointed out in the beginning of the "Confession "1that 
he accepted the Tsar's humane offer and would tell the truth, but only 
as far as he himself was concerned. He would not violate any trust 
placed in him, nor be a traitor to his friends; his honour was ·au he 
had saved in his complete shipwreck, and he would prefer to be in the 
eyes of the Tsar the grea~e~t criminal than a low scoundrel. 

. Nicholas I., however, was no gentleman and wrote the words: "By 
this he destroys already all confidence; if he feels the full weight o.f his 
sins, then only a clean, full confession, nqt a conditional one, can be 
considered a confession./' In other words, he expected to find a 
r~canting traitor, and was disappointed. So probably from this second 
page he made up his mind to leave .BakuniJ?. to his fate, unmitigated 
solitary confinement, which he did. Is it fair to reproach Bakunin 
that he did not foresee this absolute meanness of the Tsar and abstain 
fiom writing-at all? I think that he was quite free to do what he 
thought best, and only " unctuous righteousness" will find fault with 
him. 

· The contents of the " Confession'' accordingly are of very different 
historical and biographical value. Sometimes Bakunin feels unfettered 
and gives a lively and bold account, as when he describes the first weeks 
of boundless revolutionary enthusiasm after the Parisian revolution of 
February, 1848; or when he indulges in a scathing account of Russian 
misrule, official thieving, the inevitable state of things in a society 
where public opinion is ruthlessly silenced. He analyses his own mind 
at _different junctures with great care, and unfolds in detail revolu­
tionary plans, ti,hose of a Russian revolution and of a Slavonic rebellion, 
beginning by a thorough revolution in Bohemia (1849). He takes an 
intellectual pleasure in working out again these schemes, which only 
existed in his head, arid in debating their chances. At intervals he 
remembers his present situation and throws to the Tsar a few sops on 
sinning, foolishness, Quixotism, and· the like, which are mere by-play, 
to keep up the fiction agreed upon of a "confession." But those who 
know the biographical material otherwise available will observe how 
many things he silently passes over or it may suit him to reduce in 
importance, to let the Tsar see them in a very imperfect way; in short, 
he takes every care, so far as I can see, to do no harm to either persons 
or ideas. He pleads for those who are prisoners an.d claims for himself 
the main part of their guilt; he talks freely of those whom he knew to 
be out of the reach of the Continental Governments; in fact, his own 
·description of the "Confession" in his letter to Herzen (1860) as a sort 
of Wah1·heit und Dichtung (alluding to Goethe's title for his biography, 
" Truth and Fiction ") is quite confirmed. 

Some, to whom the full text was inaccessible, as to all of us, the 
comrad.es within present Russia excepted, laid stress on the fact that 
Bakunin in 1851 was not a declared Anarchist, and are disposed to 
ascribe what to us appears strange, if not simply ugly, in the document 
to his undeveloped state of mind on Socialism and Anarchism at that 
period. This I believe to be a mistake. From doc.uments, his own 
letters, beginning at the age of nineteen, we know that he always 
aspired towards the very best, the greatest state of perfection for hini­
se]f and those whom he loved .around him and all mankind. The 
words: "Absolute freedom and absolute love-this is our goal; the 
emancipation of mankind and of the whole world-this is our task," 
were written by him at the age of twenty-one (August 10, 1836); and 
it matters nothing whatever that by education and surroundings he was 
led to look for the means to realise these aims first in religion, then in 
the highest types of philosophy, and that . he learned to know political 
Radicalism and Socialism only in 1842, or, rather, that not until 1842 
was his deep-rooted faith in the efficacy of philosophy definitely 
shattered. From that time until 1848 he had the fullest opportunity 
to examine all advanced ideas in Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, and 
France; he was in intimate intellectual contact, sometimes in close 
friendly relations, with the very best men of Continental Socialism and 
Radicalism-Ruge, Herwegh, Weitling, Marx, Louis Blanc, Considerant, 
Lamennais, Proudhon, and many others. Hence evidently he knew the 
ins and outs and the extremest limits which Socialist and Anarchist 
thought had then reached, better than anybody at that time, perhaps. 
The only thing which he did not do was to ta~rn sides, to join a party 
or a leading man ; he was neither Marxist nor Proudhonist ; all one­
sided developments were too imperfect to him. He was, I take it, on 
the look-out for that synthesis of "absolute freedom and absolute love" 
(of 1836) which Anarchism and Socialism, welded together, will give, 
and which was the leading idea of his Collectivist Anarchism onhe 
" sixties," as it is that of modern Anarchism! He had been too long 
the blind heliever in one set of ideas, those of Fichte, those of Hegel, 
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a:n~· h~ ~i~ Mt repeat: that mist~ke after -184·2, -lmt : thought' fot him·self 
froqi that . time and chose the ~est whe_rever he met' with i~-. ' ,.Thus; to 
b~ileve that in 1851 he was· undeveloped or: ind~fferent in this. r~spec~ is 
an error of judgment. _ ··, · 
•· . . Wpat was undeveloped then above all wer_e Socialist tactic~, because 

the -workers themselves had not stirred ; the Chartist moveme_nt had no 
dontinental counterpart; all was , restricted to a few ,prppagandist 
gr?ups.~or_ c?nspirative centres. Th_is explains why _ th~ idea ~f ~ictat?r­
s}pp. was freely handled then, meanmg before all benevolent education 
as ' opposed to reactionary constraint and parliamentary ineffi.p,ie.ncy, for 
t~e ·workers. tliemselves . . had f:iot yet stirred. · Therefore ~~ither . was 
Bakunin a _convinced authoritarian, because he would u'se~ this as a 
~eans in default ,of other means; nor can this p~imitive state of things 
iii_ the infancy of -t~e . movement be ~i1 argument in our oW.n" times~or 
t'h'.ose who use it in this way. imply that in their opinion · the workers 
ar e always-, in 1922 as in 1848, infants requiring leading-strings! Then 
let th_em ,proclaim this open,ly. _ . . . .. _ . _ < · . . 
' .. -- There is quite a.nother reason for the ugly parts of the." Confes­

sfon," and th~t is nationalism, coarse and brutal nationalism . .. This 
made J3a-k~_ni~ iri 1848 forget _Western dem_ocracy and plunge headlong 
intc>_ sche~es : of Slavonie federation, implying racial wars::· He began 
by implaQ,ting ·into the-se schemes his ideas of freedom and social soli­
darity, but his idealist nat-ionalism was powerless against t:he practical 
n~tionalist schem'ers then, .as always, at work. Hence, in opposition of 
course .-to ; hiS· own ideas, very strongly expressed before, .isolation -and 
nationalist fury and despair at· tlie inaction of the Slavs thi:imselves im-

. pe~_led .hitn tp write an appeal to the Tsar Nicholas I., regretting his past 
siris, de~anding pardon-,-and exhorting the Tsar to take all the oppressed· 
SJays .yp_d_er _hje pr,otection,-to be their _saviour and their father, and to 
d.,j'$,e the Sfav9nic 'panner -in the .West of Europe, to the discomfiture of 
tpEf. G~t.1nans_~.a11~_ :_all ·other oppressors and enemies _of Slavs. He did 
n'.b_t c9·ipplete · ~his lett~r ~~d · burned it (J une·J-uJy, 1848). . This shows 
where nationalism: logic~By leads· even . . the very best of men ; it drove 
Bakunin fo 184$~ ·.at · lea:st in spirit and intention, into the arms of 
Nfoholas -I. ;"Jt 'drove others in 1914 into the arms of Nicholas if.; and 
wheri : tber~ niay~ be a ~i.cholas III., others, possessed by that demon, 
wJJl fall into ~is arms again . . I do not wish to enter upon this subject 
ariy· 'further ·; I Jeel that Bakunin's " Conf ess~on " is the most powerful 
warni~g " cry: a_gainst _nati~nalism 'Yhicb:~unlinow? to himself-:-could 
h'a.ve .beep- _raised. For he waB'l~_ot ~ree o~ th~s nationalist ove_rgrowth; 
co:Verin'g:an.d stifling' his finer feelings, until about 1864, and even after 
thi~ tne demon· sfombered' in~ him, only .cowed by the hopeful aspects of 
tb~· .interria~ional worlcing'-clas"s rii.oveme'nt which then began. · ' 

' The "Confession" remained unheeded, though it had thus touched 
upon the nationalist feelings · of the Tsar, and it marks, I repeat, no 
defection, !10 recanting of Bakunin, !lut was t~e stri<;itly logicaJ outcome 
of a; -n~ticmali~t' C-oncept~~m. · Others_ pleaded in this way before 
Napoleon III. or Bismarck or the .. }•.man in the street" in London­
i:t is virtually all the same; nationalism of the strong-is directly realised 
~s imperialism, nationalism of the small and we'ak naturally throws­
itself at the head of a stronger as a suppliant, and is-supported, as a 
tool, if. this is profitable to the stronger. 
: , , Ba-kunin, at the end of the " Confession," pieaded hard against the 

fiitolerable sufferings of solitary confinement, w~ich he had already_ 
undergone for two years, and asked for anoth_er kind of punishment, 
however severe it might be. This eminently social man who had always 
lived in wide and intimate circles bad . to remain in a solitary prison for 
ny_e anda half years longer, until his health was ruined and he was on 
the verge of suicide. Then his 'old mother pleaded for him before the . 
1'sar Alexander II., and was rebuffed; but Prince Gortchakoff h.i.nted 
to her that the Tsar would give way to a personal appeal written by 
Bakunin. himself. So the caprice of the Tsar placed beforti the prisoner 
the alternative of hopeless lingering in solitary confinement until his 
death or writing that appeal, and - he chose the latter. The meanness 
of that Tsar is characterised by the fact that it was advisable or neces­
sary for Bakunin to use about ten times as much submissive phraseology 
in addressing that man as he used in 1851. to address the dreaded 
Nicholas I. himself. He submitted to this ceremony, and drew up a 
pathetic and memorabl~ description of the torture of slow decay, 
imposed by solitary confinement (February 14, 1857). 

Five days later the Tsar wrote : " I see no other way for him than 
to be sent to Siberia to settle there," .and he was accordingly sent to 
Tomsk (Western Siberia), later on to Irkutsk (Eastern Siberia, .1859), 
from where in the summer of 1861 he-at last made his escape, by Japan 
a:nd America, to London (December, 1862). 
· These remarks must suffice to put comrades on their guard ag~inst 

f;urther articles of the Kibaltchich type, but also against the unwonted 
and startling impression which the text or translation of the 1851 
"Confession" and the. 1851 letter to Alexander II. will make upon a 
reader familiar with Bakunin's later wrjtings and ideas, and who has 
not examined the story of his early life, which is, however, known from -
innumerable sources, though very little has been ·written on it in 
English. To be fair and -to reason on the basis of proper historic know­
ledge is all that is required, and then also this "Confession" will meet 
fqll understanding _as a human . document of fact ~nd fiction, boldness 
a~d ruse, the product of its milieu, a.sit could not help to be otherwise. -
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IDLE MEN AND IDLE LAND. 

At present I am Jiving, in. an industrial -.centre in th.e North 
of England-in Yorkshtre, to bf! precise. It is a district "".hich is 
studded with rinill\3 and factories, from working i_n which, usually, 
the working people . obtain the~r means of livelihood. Now the · 
mills are silent and Bmpty; there is nothing. doing, and the .work­
people are '·' playing," which is a euphonious term f~r 'bei~g out­
of-_work. A large number of them a..re in rec-eipt· of the _ Govern- _ 
ment dole, upon which, with their scanty savings, they man-age · 
to maintain a pr_ecarious existence. _ Many · more of them· are _ 
obtaining out-door relief from the Board, of Guardians, which is ~ 
calculated on a basis · of keeping them a.live until '-' trade ·turns ; 
i·ound," -whatever-· th~t m ay. be. Th_ere . is - an organisation oi 
unemployed,' which _ is as useless and absurd as anything of the 
kind could be imagined to b_e; its leaders supplied the police with 
the names of two Communists ·who had 'been elected to the com­
mittee of -the organisatitm, ·only a · day ·or two ago. There have 
been some proces·sions- of unemploy_ed to the offices of the Guar­
dians, but- after a window ·had been broken the Chief Constable 
m_a~de an order, on .his own authority, prohibiting any -further pro-
cessions or demonstrations in the future. · - · 

I _h ave h ?-d the opportunity of discussing the situation with 
aU -sorts of people, and I find that the only remedy conc:eivabfo, . 
in . th.8 minds of employ.er and employee alike , ' is - reduction - in · . 
w<;>rking costs., which always means -reduc.tions in wages. The ,. 
'J)xtpe Workers. hav~ already t aken three, if .il'Ot _fo\lr, r~ductions;: 
in .their wages-, a:nd their plight to-day is · consi9-erably.;w0rse :t4.~·P.: _. 
it was ',befor_e 'the reductions began· .. 'They have sur;ely evidence 
enough t-o convince them that the _mere tightening of 'th:e.ir ·belts ' 
is a futile a.nd .idiotic remedy. - -· · · · _ . - · 
- ' Four miles away from -the Market Place is the· beginmrig ' of a 

beautiful . valley, w};iich . .extends for a distance oCfour miles -or 
so away to the moors which . are .on the .border line. oi · Yorkshire 
an(l L ancashire. ·,. A ·hu~dred years ago it was cultivated by men 
and women who were their' own masters, inasmuch as they were 
g,etting· a good share of . their living directly from Mother Earth. 
1\>-day the _valley is neglected and desolate. The farms·teads are · 
falling , to ruin, and· twitch ahd hea.ther is slowly encroaching on 
the fields -that once sustained the men who worked them and 
mad_e 'them fertile: · And this· valley iS not a sportsman's paradise. , 
It. was. depopulated_ in the days of -the Industrial Revolution; and 
i~ _:remains_ <:lepopulated ·still_.' All that -it lacks ·are good roads , · 
ap_d it sur.ely, is not -heyond m_an's power to -make them. - · -

· In .. the. tqwn t'Q.e upemployed men and women are -loafing . 
about the streets·,_ in~ the publi.c . reading-room, everywhere th~y , 
are . slinking abo'ut _as thc/u_gh they _were. ash~me9- to · be on the 
earth', ashamed_ to loo~ one _another in the hc.e, pimping and 
ctihging about -for the -crumbs of charity ~hich very, very occa~ 
sion,al-ly fall' f_rom the rich men·'s table. In the~ valley four ·miles . 
aw-ay_ there ar~· ten- thousand acres of unemployed larid , wa.stBd ; 
and desol-at-e for the labour which would ·_n1ake · it a garden of ; 
fmit£ulness. - - . - - . - - . 

·. And h,oth unemployed_men a::nd unemployed land are waiting -
for a ini:r:a-cle ~o- happen-a mi:r;acl_e to be ·worked only by , Pm:·lia- ._ 
mentary wizards, 'if we :will _only rwait long enough. ' : .. 

· ·There is only one word in the ]1nglish language :wh~ch entirely 
fits the si~uati~n, ·and ~hat WQrd is, TaJrn I. , . We h.ave got to · 
a.ccusfom the people to its sound and to its p~tentialities. Th.ere 
are p1·eeedents enough; · Ninety . years ago some at -least of this 
land and hundre.ds of acres round about it we're taken from the 
peopl_e by -legal fraud and cunning. They were forced irifo the : 
f~.ctqrj13s to make fortunes for the Fosters, a.nd the Salts, and the 
Listers. When they revolted, their leaders were. hung, or -trans­
port~d f~r life; they w_ere starved and. crushed and beateri; their 
children were massacred ih the factories, a.nd their bodies buried 
at ge-ad of P.ight. · Thf} most wonderful -0£ all. things to me is . that 
their desa·ehdants take it so calmly, so magnani.m01~sly, witp such 
rrie_ek and -forb earing spirits. Some day the storm will' break, 
and m any other · things will break with it. -John _ Ruskin sav.r 
clearly w}_ien· he said in· " Fors Clavigera ": " The land has been · -
talfon , £ton1 you by force, and ·some- day you will take it back -• 
again -by: forc·e. '' · · : 

. ~et~ ~he·se things be iliss:eminated among th.e people; let them 
be irilbl,l~d, not with the spirit of revenge, but with the spirit 
whicl;i · seeks its. own and what. belongs to. it; let th.em take heart 
and ~tand _on tpeir .own foet, and ,the oppression which now-they 
suffer ·will ~~elt ~way. like _'a 'mist of the morning! A:r;id- let them 
remember t1hat on their efforts are hangtng _ thousand~ of human . 
liv·es, the woffi.e~ and chHdten of the race. ·surely if a man will · 
not figh~· f6r. his \>wn _seH; he will fight for t h6se who are dependent · 
Oil hi~! _} 'I'~hfr' w9rki:p.g;.Class1 h1,0veme_nt )s . qf_ all ,mo:vem,ents ,the 
m~s~ -altruistid :a:nd the m9-st unselfish. 

JOHN WAKEMAN . 



FR E-E~.-D O -M. 
A JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. 

: •
1 ¥~nthly, Twopence; post-free, 3d. Annual Subscription~ 3s. post-free. 

' \ • · ~ U.S. A. and Canada, $1. 00. France· and the Continent, 2s. 6d. 
>~hol~iale price, ls. 6d. per dozen (13) post.-free in th~ United Kingdom. 

.. : . , · · All communications, exchanges, _etc., to be addressed to 

Freedom Press, 127 Ossulston Street, London, .N. W.1. 
. The Editors are not necessarily in agreement with signed articles; 

Notice to Subscribers.-If there is a blue mark against this notice·, your sul;>­
se:ription is due, and must be sent before next month to ensure receipt of paper. 

Money and Postal Orders to be made payable to FREEDOM PRESS. 

GENOA. 
We Anar~hists detest above all things those cow.ardly opp or- _ 

tunisms and illogical compromises to-day so much in fashion. 
We hate . them because they prolong · endlessly this agonising 
struggle; because undeil" pressure' they al~ays break dowl;l; 
because, sooner or later, . hard facts come £ac.e to face with them 
and<.\knock them ·out. · He who talks '.R.evolution should mean it, 
shoul'd tinderstand it, and should work for it alone. He who ~ays 
that 'tiqe e:n'tir'e capitalistic. system is rotten should not be trying 
to'.bolster 'it up, as do the orthodox Trade Unionists. H.e· who 
P:reaches emancipation should not be seeking to impose his own 
ruliJ on the.masses, as are the State Socialists and Bolsheviks. 

"'Ali the grea.t Ana.rchist teachers hav.e emphasised this central 
truth . . Without exception they have all. been men w~o abomi­
n~t~4 ;humbug, and bE'.<muse they had .in them that sincerity they 
$~-~ t><?-th far and clearly. 'R.ead Bakunin, for example, and, 
alt4~rqg.h he wi:o~e moce than half .a century ago, you will find 
yo.~rsel'f looking into. the very heart of the intriguers now haggling 
lik~ '. fisMy~ves _at . Genoa. Study Kropotkin or Tolstoy, and you 
V\,7'iH und~~stand why ~ussia's birth-pangs have ended in mis­
carriage. · Scrape acquaintanc~ with Proudhon, Tucker, or other 
of the innumerable Anarchist writers who have: faced the economic 
situatiOn squarely', .and you will see how it is that England's 
workers still' struggle vainly, as ~alrnon in a net . . Our men have 
abhqrred illusio:q.s. . Never have they. pretended they could square 
the .qircle, in o~der that th_ey might become respectable and 
pbpµlar, catch votes, and feather their: own nests. . . 
': Long before the War this W Bstern world was :filling up with 

men and women who shouted habitually fQr Revolution.· Few of 
t.gell'l'. ·r.eally :meant it, or understood their · shouts. · The brutal 
wanted merely a :row, and they got all they wanted. The cunning 
imagin.ed th~t with the muddying of the waters their own :fishing 
wouM be improved, and .mosit of them to-day are bankrupt. 
Politicians . thought their ha.rvest-time had ·come, and all they 
actually have gathered is a crop of Dead Sea apples that crumble 
into dust. Their position, always precarious, is now more insecure . 
than ,eyer, .for t.h~y hold it by the goocl~will of the masses. who are 
learning to d.istrust them and ·under the sufferance of economic -
masters, who force them- sternly to toe the mark. What, for 
e~ample, does the great Social-Democratic Party amount to at 
this moment, .and .who really ·b.elieves that in this, or any other · 
C(}~ntry, . the voic~. of the Labour poJitician · carries any serious 
weight? .. -. . - .. _. · · 

Assuredly we Anarchists -are not rthe-ones to say that political· 
pow.er is an illusion, for we know only too . well that those who 
canimpC?se, a:s iaws, their wishes on the masses, are . anything but . 
shadovys. . They are the .c~uelles·t of realities,. but the' mistake is 
in the fail\lre to identify them.and see, clearly · and precisely,· who 
they are .. . They are ,not the Thomases and Barneses, nor me they 
even the Asq~iths. and Lloyd GBorges, rthough the press records 
~very. ~yllaible uttered ,by these supposed, oracles .as ·solemnly as 
~f .they were the. wo_rds of God. These people ar.e not ,the · thing 
itself, bu.t only the tins~l in which the thing is ·dressed. ·Tlrey 
can he d1scarded by-their masters ·at any moment; andc i£ ·eVBry 
one . of them . were .to 1be hanged to-morrow· there would ·"bff a · 
thousand-new app'licants eager and able to take on ·the · job. · · 
.. Put ·this matt.er .to the . simplest ibut ·most .conclusive. of all 

possible tests. Consider merely the unquestionable .fact . that, 
al_~hough .t~e ·_ War .~as brought Western civilisaition to ~_he very . 
brmk of ruip.,, :certam men and classes of men made fortunes out · 
0£ it, and -cplossal fortuues .r We wast.e .. no words here .on con .. . 
de~1na*m o~ ~h.at gi~a1?-ti?. treaso:i:i. to huill,an!;~y, -f P~:i in ·tl;i.e first . 
place, our opm10n of it is mexpr~ssip~e' .. and, -~n -.thE? ?econd· ·pla:ce,· · 
we ~~e ser~nely oo~:fident ·that ~:ts pumshment will come. We 

rn.erely i~~ite you to idehtify the ' two classes to which ·these men . 
b_elong',.' arjjl_ we. give the i_denti:fic'ation we Anarc4ists have made. = . 

. First, as we ·see it, the ea.pita.lists made money 'out of the War ' 
-ill prom[>rtion, n~turally, to their financial strength. ' This was 
inevitabl~ ~because, und_er the wage system--ba~ed always, as it 
is, on m0nopoly of the ~ources of production-he who has money . 
corrimanGis :the labour market and .can open or close it as he . 
chooses. The War, being one vast orgy of destruction, increased · 
prodigious1y the _d~mand for commodities produced by labour, · and · 
those whtr controlled the labour needed asked and exacted what 
they will~~l . They are the ·:first class 0£ "hard-faced men . wJ:i~ · 
made moll,'.E;iy out of the War;'' an_d they mad.e it because they : 
were in ' a :~ :Position to take advant.a:ge 0£ the market.. For fully 
six year.S: }:t was a: splendid market, but now the botto!ll ha&., 
dro.ppe~ out of it. Genoa is the latest attempt to put it back . 
agam. .· . . . 

The second ·class is that of th.e land monopolists, who have 
succeeded, ill ·cornering the raw mate_rial wit~out which both . 
Caipital an~ Labour are helpless. N ec·essarily they also were in a : 
position to dictate, and they ,also made money out of the War-;- . 
and piles of it. They also want the prices of the materials they ;; 
control kept up; they also are keenly interested in business being 
good, :because they hunger for the . tr1bute Capita.lism hands over 
to them in exchange for the natural r.esources they control. ·When j 

Capitalism's demands on them are brisk they prosper, and when_r 
their market falls fiat they suffer. · They als9, therefore,- are pray- ; . 
ing devoutly that Genoa -will s.et business on its feet again. 

1n short, Monopoly is running the politics of Genoa, precisely 
as it runs the politics of the British Empire, the . Un.ited States; 
France, Germany, and all the so-called -civilised world·~ ' Into this 
charmed. circle · Lenin and his fqllowers ar.e now bargaining for . 
re-admission. And why should they not? I£ aiiy . set of men 
are Monopolists surely it is they. They own--,-it · iS so stated in .· 
the Constitlition which is their title-deed-the illimitable resourCBS 
of that great section of . Mother Earth "o/hich was · but yesterday 
the Russian Empire. .They have the stuff, the actual -stuff, and, 
if they are ablB to keep their grip of it, they can give it or sell it 
as and to whom they please. They are in the best of positions 
to bargain, and ultimately they will drive a most ffi.iccessful trade. 
:From their standpoint, as ,buccaneers, it is magnificent. · Fr~µi 
our standpoint, as revolutionists, it. is ... the basest ti'.easori. 'yet 
recorded. 

Spanish Delegate on the Third International. 

Angelo Pestana, the Spanish delegate to the Mos~'ow Congress of 
1920, was on his return arrested in Italy, handed over to Spain by the 
police, and is still detained in the Barcelona prison. This prevented his 
opinion becoming known, an~ the Bolshevists traded up.:>n the uncer..,, " 
tl'linty of his final attitude. · Amando Borghi now publishes in Umanitfi, 
Nom (Rome, March 7) a letter by Pestana to himself, dated February 27, 
1922, in which he says:-· · · 

" ...... What is the Third International? The Third lnter-
J?ational is nothing but the diplomatic organ by mea.ns of which the: 
Russian Government remains in contact with . the proletariat of the~ 
world. ., . . 

"More so even. The Third International was founded to serve 
the political interests of the Russian Communist Party, not those of 
the world's proletariate. · 

"During my sojourn at Moscow, at all the sittings of the second 
Congress of the Third International, I saw nothing else. The politics: 
suitable to the Russian Communist Party were alwayR impo~ed, even 
when in contradiction with other workers' parties and organisations. · 
From that moment the Third International was nothing but an organ 
at the servi'ce of the Government. All the rest did not concern it. · 

"Therefore the problem must be put thus: Since the Third Inter- '. 
national was founded solely to serve the interests of the Russian Com­
munist Party, since the Moscow Government represents the interests .of 
that party, and since this Government is about to make itself recognised 
at Genoa by the bourgeois Governments of the whole globe, can we, . 
revolutionary Syndicalists and Anarchists,. remain :with the Third 
International? Can we live and co-operate with an organisation w.hich 
belongs to a so-called revolutionary Government which in reality is a 
more or less bourgeois· Governme.nt, even . if calling itself a Socialist 
one? I think not." 

He-thinks that the' ltalian ,Syndicalist Union, the Spanish Natio~a( 
Confederation; and all 

0

'similar organisations should leave the Third 
International and join the Syndicalist I~ternational. . .. ' ,. ~ 

- T 

. For if one had a; htui:dr;ed - tho'usan~_: acrei{ of land and 'as many 
pounds in money, ·and as many- cattle,'. -witliout a>labourer, what would ' 
a ri~h: man lie but a laboured-John Bellers, 1696. · .·:. · - .. . · '. 
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En1ma Goldman on the Bolsheviks. 
The following article is the first of a series which Emnia 

Goldman wrote for the New York " World." We intend to publish 
some of the others in following issues. 

·Stockholm, ·Sweden, March lst. 

During my two years in Russia articles repeatedly appeared 
:in t he American Press purporting t.o b.e interviews with me. Some 
have had it that I had reformed, that I no longer believed in 
revolution, and that I had come to see the necessity of govern­
ment. One paper .even had a sensational story about an American 
:flag in my room, to which, it claimed, I had erected a shrine. 
In short, that I had become a regular Sunday school teacher, 
doing penance for my sins against the American Government. 

All that is, of course, she_er nonsense. I was never more 
convinced of the truth of my ideas, never in my life had greater 
proof of the logic and justice of Anarchism. But I did not give 
interviews to anyone for the very simple i:eason that it took me 
mor~ than a year to get my bearings in the tragic situation of 
Russia. I considered then, and still consider, that the Hussian 
problem is entirely too complex to speak l_ightly of it. 1:l1hat is 
precisely why I find most of the .books written by people who 
lrn.d been in Russia a few weeks, or BVen months, so superficial. 

So long as I myself was groping in the dark I would not 
express a definite opinion for: •publication. But even if I could 
have spoken authoritatively, I still would not have ·spoken to 
newspaper men. I found it n_ecessary to observe silence so long 
as the combined imperialist forces were at the throat of Russia. 
Moreover, thirty years' experience with newspaper men has not 
convinced m.e of their veracity, t hough, of course, there may be 
exceptions. 

Now, however, the time for silence has passed. I t herefore 
mean to tell my story. I am not unmindful of t he difficulties 
confront ing me. I know I shall be misappropriated by the r_eac­
-tionaries, t he enemies of the l{ussian Hevolution, as well as 
-excommunicated by its so-called friends, who persist in confrn;ing 
the governing party of Hussia with the R-evolution. It is, th_ere­
fore, n ecessary that I state my position clearly tmvard both. 

Four years ago the ·united States Government made a felon 
of me, robbed me of home and hearth , and in the dead of night 
forced me out of the country. All that because I dared raise my 
voic·e against the World War. I had then called attention to 
-the cataclysm which the war would bring in its wake, the destruc­
t ion and ruin, the awful loss of human life. That was my crime. 

Now many former supporters of th~ war have come to see 
that t hose of us who refused to be swept off our feet by the war 
hurricane were right-that the war was created', back0d, and 
-financed by charlata.ns and their dupes for t he benefit of the war 

. lords. The "war for democracy," the " war to end war," has 
plunged the whole world into a veritabl.e inferno. 

King Hunger, the grin of death on his lips, stalks through 
every land, while those who have grown rich and powerful on 
the spoils of human carnage pay court to t his the mightiest of 
kings. Not content with the butchery of millions and the d_evas­
tation of half the earth, hey have turned the world into a fortress, 
a ·polit ical dungeon, where the · liberties of the people-gained 
through ·C_enturies of struggle-now lie fettered and prostrate. 

Democratic America, once the '' land of the free, home of 
the brave "; England, formerly t he asylum for the reb els of the 
world; France, the cradle of liberty, and many less.er countries­
what are they now but a spiritual desert, their once hospitable 
doors locked and sealed? 

Only the groans and ·Curses of the multitudinous unemployed 
and the cri_es of t he polit ical and labour prisoners disturb the 
silence of the graveyard of thought and ideas. 

Verily t he war lords h ave reason to be proud of their handi­
work. They have succeeded in t heir conspiracy. Thefr iron heel 
is firmly plant_ed on the neck of the peoples of the world. They 
have succeeded. . Yet not quite. There is Russia. 

That fai r couple-high finance and militarism-did not 
reckon on the Russian R.evolution. How "indecent " of t he 
Hussian people to light a conflagration which might have fired the 
·whol_e world with !'.·evolution just at t he very t ime when war 
profits were running high and imperialism was so confident of 
complete triumph. Something had to be done to crush " that 
'brazen thing, '' t he Russian Revolution. 

During the war with Germany the hypocritical slogan was, 

'' We do not wage war against the German people, but ag.ai.nst 
German militarism and imperialism.'' The same hypocritical 
r~frain was heard in the unholy crusade against the Russian 
Revolution: " Not aga~n£t the Russian people, but against the 
Bolsheviki-they have instigated the revolution, and they must 
be exterminated.'!_ · 

The march on Eussia began. The interventionists murdered_ 
m illions or Russians, the blockade starved and froze women and 
children by the hundred thousands, and Russia turned into a 
vast wilderness of agony and despair. fI'11 ~ Russian Hevolution 
was crushed and the Bolsheviki regime immeasurably ·strength .. 
erred. 1rhat is the net result of t he four: yea·rs' conspiracy of the 
imperialists against Russia. 

How did such a thing happen? Very si1µply. The Russian 
people, who alone had made the revolution and who were deter­
mined to defend it at all costs against the interventionists, were 
too busy on the numerous fronts to pay any attention to the 
enemy of r evolution within . And while the workers and peasants 
of Russia were laying down th eir lives so heroically, this inner 
enemy rose to ·eve1~ greater ,powers. Slowly but surely the Bol­
sheviki wer.e building up a centralised State, which destroyed t? e 
Soviets and crushed the revolution, a State that can now easily 
compare, in regard to bureaucracy and despotism, wi~p. any or 
t he great Powers of t h.6 world. 

From my study and observation of two years I am certain 
that the Russian people, if not continuously thl'.eatened from 
without, would h ave soon r ealised the danger from within and 
would have known how to meet that danger, as th.ey had the 
KoJchaks, Denikens, and the rest oi them. Fre_e from imperialist 
counter-revolutionary attacks, the people would have soon become 
aware of th_e t rue tendencies of the Communis£ State, its utter 
inefficiency and inability to reconstruct ruined Russia. 

The m asses themselves would have then begun to infuse 
new life into the paralysed social energies of thB country. Would 
not the people have · erred and blundered, even as the Bolsheviki 
h ave? No doubt they would'. But thBy would have, at the same 
t ime, learned to depend upon their mvn initiative and strength­
which alone could have saved the revolution. -

It is entirely due to the criminal stupidity of som_e of the 
ex-revolutionists who clamoured fo;r intervention, and to the 
imperialists who financed and backed intervention, that the 
Russian R-evolution, t he greatest event of centuries, has been 
lost. To them it is also due that the Bolsheviki, wr:apped in the 
cloak of persecution, can continue to pose as the holy symbol of 
the Social R evolution. 

I m ean to expose this fatal delusion . . Not because I have 
lost faith in the revolution, but b.ecause I am convinced that 
coming revolutions are doomed to failure should what Lenin him­
self called military Communism be imposed . on the W<{rld. Not 
because I h ave made peace with government do I intend to _show 
what th_e Bolshevik regime has done to the Russian Revolution. 

Ra.t-her is it because the experience of Russia, more than any 
theories, has demonstrated that all government, whatever its 
form or pretences, is a dead w.eight that paralyses the free spirit 
and activities of the m asses . 

I owe this to the revolution, nailed to the Bolshevik cross, to 
the martyred Russian people, and to the deluded of the world. 
I m_ean . to pay my debt in full, regardless both of the misappro­
priation of my vmrds by the reactionaries and of vilification by 
blinded radicals. 

The Anarchist Congress-A Correction. 
(To the Edito1· of FREEDOM.) 

DEAR CoMRADE,-I am afraid the comrade who interpreted my 
remarks at the Berlin Congress in December must have misunderstood 
me. The American Federation of Labour has a membership of at least 
3,000,000, and perhaps 3,500,000. The I.W.W. has also had a fluctu­
ating membership, as its members are recruited chiefly from the ranks 
of the unskilled and migratory labour, such as lumber workers, fruit 
and hop picke.rs. They bear a striking resemblance to the Anarchists 
in one thing and that is, the idea underlying the organisation has 
always had an influence far out of proportion to their actual numerical 
strength. I doubt if they ever had 100,000 regular members, and at 
present, in my opinion, 20,000 is a high figure. As to the Communists, 
when the split in the Socialist Party came two and a half years ago the 
Left Wing represented more than 20,000, but it is very, very doubtful 
if there is any Communist Party in the real sense of the word left. At 
the time we met in Berlin there was a convention of the Left Wing 
elements held .in New York and a new " Workers' Party" formed, 
absorbing most of the former Communist Party. This is a legal p~rty, 
as the Communists of the United States have for the most part given 
up their " illegal " tactics. It is almost certain this new party has not 
got 10,000 paying-members.-Fraternally, HARRY KELLY, 
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I~NTERNATI.ONAL NOTES~ -
- . -

Ou~· Eu-ropf?an exchanges, 'brought irito a , ·single focus, give-
an impressive ._.picture .. Evidently a prof.b~n'd change of thought 
is taki;g -pla~~, 'and it: finds its reflection ._ in the Labour .. Press. 
T'he pa,pers now coming. to our table are no longe~ occupied -mainly. 
with iSOlated struggles, strikes, i0ck-.oi1ts, and similar s-kirmishes 
in the_ never-ending war between the Have-Nots and t he Have-s. 
The situation has been transformed, and the great world-move­
ments-which are the true Revolution-now have the Labour 
movement in th~ir mental grip. The Russian Revolution and 
Labour's qttitude towai·d the Dictatorship of the Proletariat; 
Syndicalism pure and simple, _which is practically the old T'rade 
Unionism, as opposed to Syndicalism permeated with Anarchism 
and il':i revolt against .all leadership; centralisation and officiaidom, 
as opposed to decentralisation and autonomy- these, which br.ing 
violently-conflicting aims and opinions into violent conflict, are 
now monopolising the columns of our exchanges. 

In other words, the entire Labour movement is now torn-up 
by internal strife; by ferocious war between old ideas, which 
refuse to give way submissively, and new, subversive ideas deter­
mined to assert themselves and drive the others out. We ought 
to welcome this because it was inevitable. It was inevitable 
because, for coping with · the economic and political dislocations 
wrought by the War, Labour's fo~m~r strategy and tactics have 
shown themselves worthless and out-of-date. The strikes have 
failed. The puny and spa~modic attempts at physical resistance 
-unarmed mobs against machine guns and aeroplan.es-have been 
crushed contemptuously. Labour everywhere has be.en taught 
that its struggle is not against isolated indiviaual employers, but 
against the combined forces of exploitation, . backed by th~ 
gigantic power to-day wielded by the Stat.e. 

So much by way of necessary preface. We now proceed to 
illustration. Of the latest French papers, Germinal is the only 
one that even troubles its.elf to give us details of recent wage­
conflicts. It summarises them curtly thus: -" The capitalistic 
push to cut down wages still goes on. In the Strasbourg district 
the builders, now out on strike, refuse to accept a reduction from 
2.65 to 2. 50 francs a day. The workers at the Lorient ars.enal 
have had tfieir wages _reduced, a.s have also the colliers at the 
Port of Nantes. Their strike having failed, the smelter-workers 
of Moirans hav_e been compelled to agree to a 10 per cent. reduc­
tion. - In Sweden the metal-workers have had to submit to one 
of 40 per cent. Everywhere struggle rages." After which 
columns are devoted to a severe criticism of th.e Third Inter­
national, ·to the Russo-German treaty, the Anarchist Congress 
recently held at Roubaix, where Syndicalism was fully discussed, 
and ·so forth. · 

· l£ we turn to Le Libertaire w.e find it occupied almost exclu­
sively with considerations of the Russian R.evolution, analysed 
merci lessly by,. Sebastien .. Faure, Alexander Beckman, and other 
well-known writers, and with discussions on Syndicalism and its 
relation to th.e State . . We note that an Anarchist Congress has 
been held at Toulouse also, out of which have sprung the South­
West Anarchist Federation and the Free Communist Federation 
of the Northern Region: There, too, Syndicalism and autonomous. 
organisation wer.e the chief subje_cts of discussion. It is to be 
noted also that the old and conservative C.G.T. (General Con­
federation of L abour) has split in two, the seceders forming a new 
organisation known as the C. G. T. U., .and theife likewise there is 
bitt~r war, the conservatives "l.varning the rebels s-olemnly that if 
they escape the Communists it will be but to fall into .the clutches 
of the m'ore dangerous Anarchists. 

Let us step across the border and into Spain. News from 
that country has · been scarce of late, all the more radical papers 
having been ruthlessly ·suppressed. There, however, something 
very ·significant has happened, the constitutional guarante.es, · 
which had been suspended for three years, having been now 
restored, and hundreds of WOI'.kers, imprisoned for SO-called politi­
cal offenc.es, released from gaol. Lucha Social (Social Struggle) 
comments caustically and truly that the true meaning of this is 
that the workers have been beaten and that the employers. feel 
themselves, for the tim.e being, once more secure. It says: " In 
Spain the problem is simply that -of the struggle against the 
State, as the general organ of capitalistic domination," and it 
main~ains in forceful language that the great error of the workers 
has lain in their r_egarding it merely as a conflict between indi­
vidual employers and employed, to be waged with the weapons 
of the strike, the boyoott, sabotage, and personal attack. 
"Realities demand a new revolutionary ·strategy," is d.eclares. 

In Switzerland Le Reveil and Il Risvegiio review scathingly 
the recent Berlin love-feast at which the Third, thB Second, and 
the T'wo-and-a-Hal£ Internationals made up their differences. It 

calls special attention to the first item in the programme adoptBd, 
viz., insistence on the eight-hour law, pointi·ng out tnat this was 
shoved to the front at the Congress of the First Interna.tional, 
held n:iore than ·fifty years ago ! · · · · 

Italy, where there 'ii;> much suffering at present, rep.orts con­
sidernb1e activity, but it appears to b'e almost'. eptirely $.long the 
lines of discussion and propaganda: The · effort to establish a 
united front and force the Revolution having failed, examination 
of the failure's caus.es is now in order. Malatesta is most active, 
both with his pen and in conferences, and is making Syndicalism 
his special theme. In his view, unless saturated with Anarchist 
thought and_ the determination to put freedom in the place 
hitherto occupied by officialdom, it will result m erely in the. 
formation of such conservative and unwieldly bodies as the 
American Federation of Labour .and the Triple Alliance, which, 
regarding themselves as the aristocra.cy of Labour, care nothing 
for the inter_ests of the masses and fight only for their own hand. 

Such an extensive and far-reaching -change o£ thought as we 
here register is of itself a great event, for out of it gl'.eat things 
will come. Inevitably :as the issu_es are -clarified the 'fight will 
grow more purposeful, more forceful, and more severe. Strenuous 
times are close ahead. 
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