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NOTES. 
Labour Party to Take Office. 
. The turn of the political wheel which brings the Labour Party 
to the Government benches is startling in its suddenness. A little 
over a year ago Mr. Lloyd George was calling them Bolsheviks; now 
he and his friends are helping 'them to turn out the Unionist Govern­
ment .and .to, step into their places. With only 192 members in a 
House of over 600, it is certain that they can do nothing very 
star tling . At the annual conference of the 'Scottish division of the 
Independent Labour Party, Mr. Maxton, M.P., said "the first thing . 
to do was to take from the rich and give to the poor the opportunity 
of living." It would be far better to stop the exploiters taking from 
the workers the wealth they produce. The L abour Magazine, issued 
officially by the Labour Party, warns the workers not to "exp~ct 
miracles," and speaks of the party setting itself to deal "faithfully, 
wisely, and prudently" with the pressing prob'iems of the day. It 
also hopes the miners " will not embarrass the first Labour. Govern­
ment by· pressing untimely demands." When were the demana,s of 
the workers ever considered "timely"'.? Mr. Thomas Johnston, M.P.; 
editor of Forward, says that a Labour Government .should not accept 
the "excessive "and ridiculous salaries paid to Cabinet Ministers." 
W e do not .know whether Mr. Johnston ~ill have an opportunity to 
refuse for himself, but his suggestion has met with a chilly reception 
from the rest of the party. ' As theFe are about 60 offices to be filled 
from the 192 Labour· Members, it. is a delicate question. We do not 
expect miracles from a Labour Government, and know there is bitter 
disappointment in store for the many thousands of honest and sincere 
men and women in the Socialist movement who now see their dream 
of a workers' Government realised. But government was not insti­
tuted for the benefit of the people, . but_ to protect class interests, and 
cannot function otherwise. A new privileged dass may arise, but 
as long as Governments exist the mass of workers will get only bread 
and circuses. 

The Red Light on the Railway. 
The National Wages Board's _a\Yard on the wages of railway 

workers has hit the locomotive men severely, and they are threaten­
ing to strike-at least, all the members of the Society of Locomotive 
Engineers aud Firemen, who have rejected the award by . a large 
majority. Those who are members of the National Union of Rail­
waymen were not given an opportunity to express an opinion; their 
officials promptly accepted on their behalf. There certainly . seems 
to be some trickery in the decision to cut these men's wages to the 
extent of as much as 22s. a week -in some cases, whilst leaving the 
majority of other grades untouched. It looks as though the railway 
managers ha".'e taken . advantage of the rivalry between the officials · 
of the two Unions to play one sectio.n of the nien off against the 
other, and thus defeat them in detail. It is the old game-divide 
and conquer. Trade Union officials run Unions as though they were 
their own private businesses, and only consult the members when it 
suits their own ends. Their individual salaries and expenses some-

. times i:un from £1,000 to £2,000 a year, and _they have forgotten 
what a reduction of £1 a week ineans to a wa.ge-earner. · The drivers 
an~ :firemen are. being pressed not to strike, or .. the ground that it 
would seriously inconvenience the new Labour Government. · We 
hope they will take no notice of. this advice. Let them tell the 
politicians t o keep their intrigqes for the House of Commons. If 
they will not help, they, must not hinder. If nationalisation of the 
railways ever comes about, strikers will have a rough time at: the 
hands of the Government, Labour or otherwise. We are curious to 
see what wi'll happen if the . present threatened strike should break 
out. We have a vivid recollection of how a Labour Government in 

Struggle for Free Speech ln1 U.S. 
After a long and persistent agitation, President Coolidge has 

~elease.d uncondit~onally tpe remainin_g thirty-one political prisoners 
.sentenced under the Espionage Act for · anti-war ·activities, many of 
the charges being based on perjury and manufactured ev.idence, 
verdicts 9f guilty being easily obtained 'du'rii:ig the war hysteria 
which ran thrqugh all sections of the ' community. Bev.en of the men 
released received sentences of imprisonment ranging from 5 to 20 
years, in addition to fines of $10,000 or $20,000 ! Fiye years ·had 
to pass ~fter the War had ended and the world " made gafe for 
democracy " before these vietims of bigotry and p~ejudice could 
leave their dungeons. War profiteers, German spies, and organisers 
of bomb plots-all these were released long ago; but there was no 

· amnesty for, these men, mostly members of the I.W.W. Even now 
many men are in prison in California solely for belonging to the 
I.W.W. If the red card of membership is found on a."Wobbly'" he 
may get ten years.~yes, ten years !_-for "criminal syndicalism." 
This intolerance of freedom of expression is widespr.ead in the" great 
Republic pf the West," and is not confined to industr~al agitators. 
Authors, actors, publishers, musicians, motion picture producers, and 
others have just f~:n:med 1;1i national c01;mcil to .fight the censorship. 
The chairman, Mr. George Cree.I, says: "·It is, the principle of 
censorship itself · that we hope to crush, for the censoring of any one 
form of expression carries a threat of censorship for every other form 
of expression. " Censorship, he says, stands condemne4 by reason 
of its "unfailing stupidity and inevitable futility." It .creates evils 
far worse than those it assumes to correct, an~ is an attack upon 
liberty, "doubly dangerous because it is made in the na~e of 
morality." Many Americans are cursed with a craze for standard­
isation. They think that Dame Nature should turn out " 100 per 
cent." Americans just as Henry Ford turns -out "tin Lizzies." But, 
thank goodness, the dear da.me loves variety too much to perpetrate 
such an atrocious joke as that . ' 

Freedom in Education. 
The annual conference of Educational Associations, held in 

Lon,don recently, ·was interesting l.n many ways, but the subject that 
interested us most was that of the freedom granteq to scholars in a 
few private schools. It is really an extension of the Montessori 
syst.em to elder children, who are allowed freedom of choice in the 
·subjects they study, the teacher's work being to help them to follow 

. up the particular line they '. have chosen. By this method the 
scholar eventually .settles down to a course of study for which he is 
naturally fitted and into which he throws th_e whole of his energies. 
Of course, there ;:tre not many schoolf? where this_ is possible, for the 
simple reason that there are not many parents who appreciate such 
methods. Most of them send their children t0 school to be 
"trained" for one of ·the profess!ons, and the poor . schoolmaster~ 
whose livelihood depends on humouring the whims and fancies of 
those who pay the school fees, is everlastingly engaged in the task 
of trying to fit square pegs into round holes; whereas if the scholar 
was left alone to follow his own bent he would in the long run make, 
much better progress than is . possible under the cramming system,. 
and be a greater credit to the school and the schoolmaster. Why 
limit this free environment to the· school life of the children of well­
to-do parents? If these methods have proved effective, why not 
adopt them in the J3Chools of working-class children? Because the 

· capitalists want a continuous supply of wage-slaves, and for that. 
purpose . these 9hildren must be drilled and disciplined from their 
earliest days in order that they may take kindly to the compulsion 
and machine-like movements of modem industry. But it is well to 
have it on record that, as Anarchists are always pointing out, freedom 
in education produces better ~nd more lasting results than the old 

Australia broke a r~ilway strike some years ago. , ... C£ppul~?:Y m.e~-~?~-~: . ';,. · ' "1 ' ' 
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ON LE_.AVlN .. t; R,Y __ -'. ssl.A. "_. ,,_ . - :,::iactocy. - · - -. :B:~il,~:t"he· e~d of ·tkhe/~~Jtd. ·wdetek l~.o wdoth'r~et!:\t·h~h0th- 'Were 

- · . ·,~ consid,ered~ to.~ be foore ,. outspo _en -an e ern,une : __ an - ,_,ci .o eris. 
-·· ···:· , · . -··.·::.. . .. --- . .. · .: .; · .~ ' · _.-~were. discharged !r_oµi· t:he' f)lci;ory, thrq\,Vll~ out 9fi the +µp.io~/. and 

AJ.llgf.lg .. other things, it h~s bee~ _ ~;~ated in .. tl,i~ . ;t\.~er~can, ; ·put . on - !the· ··'~hr~k .li~t.;. 'i th·au;;. i1s·; on,,_ ~~efr pajssp0rt8-_ were_ ~·it~n: 
;press"'·tfi~i5' I ,was very · happy to leave lt11.s-sia, and .. that. I : prMerre? ~l.- Citi:Z~n ~- tli$elia&ed froni-: :the~~ (;fontral G-overnmept Clo~ng 
exile_ in Germ~.ny to ~r~edom .iti Russia.. This statement, attn- ~.;~~tory £Or mut~y- ag~illst·'"the. Workers' and Peais.a~ts' Govern:. 
buted to me, is a deliberate he I . · · ... · · · · · · . • --m:ent;- cwJ.tff~Hre· 'pur"tose--:of-ilaking over ·the £a0~ry. - -· ~ --

It is · t~.e that th~- hypocrisy, .rn-to1er~nc~; ,a~d , treachery · of :.. · -:-·Thus, becaus.e these pr.oletaria.hl:}, ofthe " Com~Unis.t " State 
the Bolsheviks. aro~se in me a feelm&' of. mdig:~afaon _and Ji'~v9lt, ;, prote:sted against a reductfon in their wages, .they were thro"'.'n 
but, as an Anarchist, :E h:ave no admiration nor defence fo~ a~y - out of. the Union, ,and -co~~_equently _ they can no longer obtam 
Government of any land, :an~ t~e -state~e~t t~a:t I prefer exile; m any work. What is still w9DE!~\ _,th;ex '~re;r~gist-ered by the G.P.U. 
Germany rather than freedom m Jlu.,ssia is rid1culou13 an,g ._false. as counter-revolutionists! ·- ·· · · ,. · ., · · · 

. I ·made it·. very. clei:µ- w ·t~e pi:ess co:resp~n~en~s_, .. with. whom Now, let us take th~ case 0 { the . -Skorokha~ factory. !n 
_I spoke ~hat, m. 1spite of a~l th~ ili,~culties with whi-vh I h~d tci June, .l923, the Leather Makers' . Um~n and. the . Commu~1st 
put up m ~ussia, I wa~ dee.ply grieved when I was forced. to · Committee of the Skorok<had fac.tory decided, without consul~mg 
leave that ·country. rr:h1~ was ~ot true when I left America; the 'workers ·that ,a clubhouse of the district should be rep.arre(l_ 
Althou~h I ~a.ve my entire. family, good oom1·ades, 1:1.nd many at -the e~e~t?e 0 £ the Skorokhad ·workers (about 8,000 ~ num~ 
dear friend~ ~~the U.S.A., yet when I w.as deported. from :t?ere ber) . . Each.,;o·f the various . departments were . told that it must 
by ,the ·C~pi~ahst. Gov~rnment my h_eart was light. , It w~s .not work eight .hours' overtime to oover the . e~pe~se· of the .club, an~ 
·so m the case of Russia. Neyer have I fel~ so depressed -as smce that " . the oth8r · departments have alie-ady agreed to .do so. 
I have been ~entenced ~o · .exile from Russia.. 1'~y .. love for that All .departments, without knowing ··aibout each Qther, indignantly 
oount~y and it~ people is. too deep for me to I'.8J01C~ t:hftt I am refused on the fol.lowing grounds:- ' · . 
an exile, espemally .at a time when they are undergomg extreme 1 That the dub is · not a workers' but a Commumst club; 
suffering and most ·severe ·per:secution. On the contrary, I would · only Oommunis-t -lectures are· delivered there, and no 
prefor to be there, •and, tog.ether ~th the worke!s and peasant.s, · others are permitted. . . . . 
search for a way to loosen the cha.ms of Bolshevik tyranny. · 2. rrhat even if they would agree in principle to. workmg 

~ regard the . Holshe~ik Go:rernment as the. wo11st foe of o.ri behalf of the club, they resen.te~ ~e actiion_ of t~e 
Russia. Its system o-f espionage is. perhaps worse than anywhere Union officials and the '' Commurust Committee m 
e~se in the world. .-Espionage. over-shado_ws ·all thought, all 0rea- h:aving decided . for them, as if they were ·so many 
tive .effort and action. Despite tales to the contrary, to.Id _by_ cattle to do the work. 

'. foreign observer-s who have ;sp~nt a _ few weeks or _months on: T,he worker~ derri anded a , meeting of the entire . factory. 
Russian soil under Bolshevik guides, .and des~i~~ t.~e state}:nen..ts This the Union and Shop CommiiJtee (which usually consists of 
of those who receive money fro.~ th~ Bolsh~v1fos for·· the~r ser- Communists or Communist sympath~sers) refused to grant.. On 
vi?Bs, there is no freedo.~ of opm]OD; in B:t1ssi.a. ' .No ·one is ~er- that day no one worked overtime. The next day, when th1s re­
mitted to express ·an op1mon unless 1t b~::m -favour of ~he rulin;g fusal was repeaited, the doors o-f the factory were 1ocked, and the 
class. Should a worker dare say any_tl;ung at a meetm~ of his customary passes that permit the workers to leave the factory 
factory or Union whidh is not favourable to the Oommumsts, he were riot CYiven out; About half the workeliS returned to work-­
is iSure .to land in prison or be booked . by the agen.ts ·<?f !he the . ~ther half si:ood waiting until the two hours were up .a.nd the 
G.P.U. (the new name for the _J.1~heka) 3iS a counter-r~vol:itiomst. gate:s opened. E 'ach evening· of that we.ek the same thmg was 
Thousan~s of workers, :stl).dents, men and wor:i.en o.f high mt~llec- repeated.-. The doors were locked. an~ the passes not issued. Ye~ 
tu.al attai~m~nts, ·as w~ll as u.ndev~loped but mtellige~t peasants, it was only under· the threat of . bemg discharged that the rest 
are langmshing to-day m Soviet· prisons.. The world is told they of the workers submitt.ed. As usual, a week later th0se worker-s 
are " cou~ter-~ev.olutionist-s " ~nd "bandits." ~hou.gh 'they _are of the various departmen~s: who did ~.qt · act like cattle, but who 
the most ideahsfac and revolutionary flowers of .hussi~, they a;re showed character and ·spmt, were discharged. 
charged with all sorts of false ~harges before -th.e world, w~~le In the isame month-June, 1;923.:..__:-the workers of the P.ut,i1ov 
their persecutors, , the '' Communis·t~, '' ~ho exploit and ·'!18rrorise factory and shipyard went out on strike, deman:dir~.g an increase 
the people, oall the:n;selves r~volufaon.aries and the -sayiours of in their wag~s rind the discontinua.ncp of the pracfacf) 'of deduct­
the oppressed. Be~m~ revolutionary ph!'a.s-eology they _hid~ d~eds ing high t ·axation from their weekly pay. · - Out of the small wages 
which no other ca;pitahst G.overnment would be allowed to com- that the workers receive in Russia, the Government orders­
mtt without a protest arising_ froi:Il the w~ole world. . _ .. without consulting tJhe workers, of oours·e-a certain an;i.oun~ to 

On Mar:ch 5, 1923, the Central Government Clothing Factory be deducted for various purposes, such as the Red Army mvahds, 
in Petrograd reduced -the ~ages of its employees 30 per ·cent. t-he RE<<l ATmy, the Red Aeroplap.e Fleet, '' Cultural '' · '\,vork, · 
wi~hout giving notice or making any explanation to any of them.. Union dues, and ccuntless other things; because of . these dedu~­
When their wages were handed out each of the "wqrker.s was under · tions, the workers ·sometimes get no m·ore than half of their 
t-he ·impres·sion that it was a ·clerical mistake, and- the 1;200 ein- waaes. 
ployees -went ·to ·the office simultaneously t-o: ask w~y so much b After a three days' strike or the Putilo.v workers, the w~ges 
of their pay was rnis-sing. To ·t!his the fa<;tory direct~r replied ·were ·increa.sed, but their second demand was .refused; the em­
that the people ought t-0 be sati.s:fied with _ what they get and .: ploye,es . :p.evertheless returned to_ work. H~wever1 _ a.s a result 
ought to thank them . (the dfyectors ··and . the Government) ~or . of this strike, about 400 workers w~re . discharged, a:id 100 
supplying them with work at all. Amazed at such an answer arrested . . The ·m;0st tragic part of all thi1s i.s tha~ the Umon and 
and boiling · with indignation, they decided not to resume work the Shop· Committees, of course under Comn;umst ma.na:geme~t, 

· until they got a satisfactory explanation. Union repre·sentatives participated in these discharges and arrests, m co-op~rafaon with 
were ·thereupon. called, · but those officials refused · to come ·until the factorv administration and· ·the· Government PohtJCal Depart­
the workers went back to their maichine:s. The facfory manager men:t foru there is a law in Soviet Russia . that no workers can 
told them also that if they dared to strike all of them would be· be di

1

scharged without the consel'.lt of the. pnion and the S~op 
considered .counter-revolutionis.ts . and dealt with · accordingly. Commit.tee. But the Government solves this problem by placmg 
lmmP-diately the worlrnrs called a meeting. · While they were dis- their own agents as officia.ls "in the Unions and the Shop 
cussing their grievances the Union representatives entered. But Committees: , . , 
instead of sympathising with the workers·, one of these · '' de- · It happ.en~d that I \vas kept in the same prison ·where ·those 
fenders· of labour " pounded on the truble :with his fi.st and called 100 Putilov working men. were detained. ·When asked why t~ey 
in a thundering voice: ... _I order you all back to \.vork." were · imprisoned, I received tlhe answer: -" .They char9e .~.s with 

· Naturally, such behaviour only aroused all present to the counter-revolution . . God ]mows what they mean by it. 
highest pitch of excitement. The ord~r was bitterly resented and The above-mentioned facts concern onlv Petrograd; but 
the mee•ting continued . . An.·.old wor~ir;ig n~an .got up and rel~ted there are thousandis of similar · c·ases all over" present-day Russia, 
the con&itions under which he. and hr·s family wer_e. for_ced to h ve, .and yet the Bolsheviks are continually publishing st01:ies about 
and asked how on earth · he oould keep from -starva.tic;n with thR t,he glorious- conditions and the fr~ed?.!? t~at, the R:is~rnn. prole­
ml.sera.ble waaes he received. The description of his own life tarian enjoys!' The proletarian, marticula.te, and hvmg m the 
beina the · ve~y "mirror of the life they all lead, resultea in a ·shad6w of the G.P.U., cannot tell the truth to the world. Should 
most pitiful scene. Everybody .suddenly ~mrst into tears. ,_ -'!oung He try it, or should he try ·evBn to defend pis. o:wn riglits,, ~e 

.. and old, men and women, all were crying, and , several m the will find himself listBd as a · counter~revolutio:mst or . a bandit, 
audienc(j fainted . liable to arrest at any momerit. . _ · .. · ! , . 

·A few· hours, after ·thfs ,came. sevenvl .chiefs representing the No, I am not happy to be .out of ~~s-~ia. _ .J ~vquld ra~}ier be 
G.P .U. and the Union, and, tog~jJher with t}ie he_ad director _of there helping the worker.s cor~1b~·t ~~e. tyra:n~:cal 'deeds, of the 
the Petrog-rad clothiniz fa.•ries,. announced that tlie wages wcrqld hypocritical Communists.· "- · · ·· · · 

._, ._, k . - . MOLLIE STEIMER. be reduced only 18 per ~~\..::frnstead of 30 per :De,nt. 1,he wor ·ers 
thereupon deci

0

ded to resume work and quietude prevailed in the Berlin, November, 1923. 
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under the inffuerice . of -· their .:, ideals. 1VI:ovecI by .. the ideal of 
'' religion '' r or '' mdr?lity' '' )hey ·fly, ;at each" ~ others' throats-

; r, 1:p'her~ is no· w;ord mm.~e .ge-:o.erally misinterpreted- than the · ~hey, who are otherwise .often the ge:p.tlest o,£. m:en ! But their 
w~rd ''. egoism_,'' in its .rµodew se:p.se." Jn ,the first _place,_ it is . ideals ar~ fo~ them lik~ the " fixed ideas " ~f lunatics. They 
sµp:p?sed ,to iµean . devotion· to s131£-irit~rest, · without regard to become irrational and irresponsible under the influence of their 
thy mterest q£ others. )t. is _thus opposed to altruism~dev'otion i~eals. .They ".'ill not only d_estroy other.s, but · they will quite 
to others and sacrifice· of self. This interpretation is due to the smk then·. own mterests, a.qd .;rush· madli to destroy themselves 
use ,9f the word tpus antithetically by Herbei·t Spencer. '

1 
as a sacripce ~o ~he all-devovring ideal. .. Curious, js i~ .not,. to·· • 

. · Again, it is identified with hedonism,. or · eudaemonism, or one who looks on- with a philosophical mind .? . · 
epicure~i;iism,. · · ph_ilosophi~s · that teac4 that the , attainment of . But the ego.ist. has_ no ideals, for the knowledge that his , 
P.~~:;i,s.ure_ , . ~r ·~appiness, or actvi1ntage, whichev.er. you -may choose ideals :;:i.re only his ideals frees him from their domination. 'He . -
to. phr,ase 1t, . . ~s the true rule of life. , ·. . . . acts for his own in.terest, not for the interest of ideals. -He will 
... Mo4ern· egoism, .a.s propounded by ~tirner and Niet~sehe, neither · hang· a man nor whip a child in th~ interest 0£ 
~.n.d ·exp.ou_nded by Ibsen, Shaw, .and others, is ali these; but it '' morality," if it is disagreeable to him to -do so. 
I~ more... It . is _the realisation ,by the individual that he £s an He has no reverence. ·for " The State ." He knows that 
i~~hyidual; that,, . as_ fa_r as re is concerned, .q.e is the only 'in.di- - " The Govern~ent; ,·, IS "but -~ set of men, mostly as big fools 
V1dualt ... '. ·. . . . . · : ... · . as he is himself, many of them bigger. 1£ the State ·does thinas 
·· · .For r-each ·one of us stands alone· in the ·midst of a universe. tha.t ~enefit him, he will support it .; if it attacks him and e~-

He i~ · sur~ou~ded ·by sights and. sounds which ·he interprets as croaches on his liberty, he will evade it by any means in his 
ext~nor · to hnnself, although all .- 'he knows . of them are the power, if he is not strong enough to withstand i£. ;He . is a man · 
impressions. on , his retina · and ear drums and other organs . of without a country. 
sense. .r_rh,e. l.1-nive~·se for him is measured by these s·ensat1ons; · '' The Fla~, '' . ~hat inost in en adore, ~s. men always adory 
the!' _are~.' for · him, ~ th.~ :_universe. Some of them he intel,'prets symbols, wor~h1ppmg the symbol more ~han the principle it ~s 
~ ·de.:notwg· other md1v1duals,. whom he conceives. as more or s·upposed to set forth, ·is for the egoist but ~ rather inharmonious '. 
les-s ··-lik:e ·himself.. But hone · of ~ these is· himself.. He stands piece- of patch:'NOrk; and anybody may walk on it. or spl.t on it 
~'.p.art .. :.-:R~~i- c?.nsciou~ness, ~nd' the desires and gratific·f,itjon,s tha~ if ~h~y will, ~ithout exciting his . emotion any more than ·it it 
en.·ter rnt.o· it; is a thmg umque; ,no .other can enter i:p.to it. · ", were a tarpaulm that they wa~ked upon or spa.t .upon. The prin-

·. ·, However' ne1ar and .de'ar 'to you m'.ay be your wife, children, ciples that _ it symbolises he will maintain as far as it seems to . 
friends, they are not you; they are outside of you. You· ate his advantage t~ . m~intain them; but if the principles r~quire 
forever . alone. Your ·thoughts and emotions are yours alone. him to kill pepple or be killed himself, you will have to demon·­
There IS I.!Q .. other. who experieµceE? YO'lf-1' thoughts or your strate to him just what benefit he wilf gai.p. hy killii:;i.g or being 
feelings. • ' : . . - : · killed befor~ you can persuade him to uphold them. 

No d?ubt it gives you pleasure when others think as you · .. When the judg~ enters court in his toggery (judges · and 
do~ · i .and

1 
mfqr:rr1 you of ~t through _language; .or . when others ~:mr;usters _and professors know the value . o.f .togge:ry in impress­

en.J~Y .th: ~~me· th~ngs t,hat you do, Moreover,. ,quite apart from mg . the popuJace) the egoist. is unten·ified. He has not .even 
try~r.,; e1;1J.Opp.g the same. things that you ~njoy, it i gives ·you any respect for " The Law." If the law happens to b~ to his 
pl~asure to see them .en3oy themselves in any way. Such grati- ac~vantage, he will avail himself of it; if it invades his liberty, he 
fication to_" the i~div,id~al is t~e pleasure 0 ·1 sympathy, one of will transgress it as far as he thinks it wise to do .so. But he 
the most ·acute pleasures possible for most people. has no regi;i.rd for it as a thing supernal. It is to him th~ clumsy 

· k~cor~ing_to Y?ur · s~mpatli:y, you will take pleasure in y~rnr creation .of them who still" sit in darkness." . 
o~vn . happmess ?r m the happmess of other people; but it is Nor does he bow t_he knee to Morality-Sacred Morality! , 
aiways your' own. happiness you seek. T4e most profound egoist Some of its precepts he may accept, if he choqses to . do .. so; but 
may · 'be ·· the most c6mplete altruist ·; 'out he knows that · his you cannot. scare 'him off by telling him it is not '' right." He 
altruis:r;n is,_- ~t the 'bottom, nothing l:)ut s·elf-indulgence. usually prefers not to kill or steal; but if he must kill or steal 
. . . ~ut . egoism is. m?re than ~~is: ~t is ·the realisation by the . to save himself, he will do it with a good heart, and without any . 
md1v1dua.1 that ·he JS above _all msfatutions and all formulas· that quaJmt? of " conscience." And " morality " will never persuade 
they exist ciiily so far as he chooses to make them. his o~n by . hi:n to .injure others when it is of no advantage to himself. He · 
accepting them. . . . . . ' . ·will ?-ot be found among a band of '"white caps,'' flogging and 
.. When ._you ' see. clearly that · y·ou are the measure of the burmng poor devils, because their actions ·do not conform to the 
universe, that gv_erything that exists exists for you only so far dic~ates of '' n;iorality, '' though they have injured none by. ' such 
a~ it _ is .refleoted in your ©wn consciousness, you become a new act10ns; n?r will he have any hand in persecuting helpless girls·, 
man; yo~ ~e~ e;verithing .PY a new light; , you stand .ci·n a height ::i.nd .. throwmg them· out into the street, when he has received no 
and feel _the fresh air blowmg on your face and find new strenath ill at thefr hands. · 
a:9.d glory. in ·it. ··' .· · · ·. ' · b 'ro his friends-to those who deserve the .truth from him · 

. 'Yha~e\\~.f '. gods ~OU worship, you realise tbat t.hey are your -he will tell the truth; but you cannot force the truth from 
gods, the product of your own mind, terrible or amiable, a~ you him because he is " afraid to tell a lie.-" He has no . fear-, ·not 
may _c~oo_se ,to depict them: . You hold thein in your hand, and even of perjury, for he knows that oaths are but deviCes · t'o 
play with them, as a child with its paper .dons; for you have E'.nslave· the mind by an appeal to supernatural £ears. 
lea:rp.ed I).ot ,~.o ~ear them, ,that t.hey are l;)ut t¥e. " imaginations of -And for · -all the other small tenuous ideals with which· we 
yo.u~ . bear~: . . ! • . , have £e~tered · 6ur minds and to· '.whicll ·we have ~hruh.k'ou.r petty 

. .A,11_ .t~~ .ideals 'Yhwh men general~y think ar:e realities, · you lives, they are for the egoist a~ though they were not. . · '. 
have. \earneq, to s~e through; you .hav'e -learned' ~hat they ·are . 'i'· Filial love and. re~pect" he will give to his pare:µt,s· if~ 
your.· ideals . Whether you have origin:;i,ted th~m, 'which is un- they '· ha.ve earned it by deserving it. 1£ they /hdve peaten,' .him 
likefr, or: have accepted somebody else's ideals, ,makeEj no differ-. in infancy, and s"corned him in childhood, and domineereQ. over 
en?·e. · J1h~y are your _ideals jus~ so far as you accept them. f1he li.iin 'jn maturity, he in~y possibly _love them in spite ·of 'mal~ 
p.r1~~t ;is revere.nd only · so far as you reverence .. him. 1£ you . tr:atment; .but if they have- alienated his affection, they wiU not · 
cease to. reverenqe hi_m, ·he is noJqnger reverend .for you. You . reawaken· it bY. an appeal to ''· duty.'' _ . . . ·. '. .. 
have p.qwer .to :rp.ak~. arid unmake priests .as easily as you can · ~n brief, egoism, in its modern interpret_ation, is the . a~~ . 
make and unmake gods. You are the one .of y.vhom the poet tithesis, no.t of altruism,. but 0£ idealism. '.J.1he ordinary rri~n_:_,. 
t_fjlls, · who stands ' unmoved, :thoµgh the univers~ fall in £rag- the iaealist~subordinates his interests to the interests of ·his ' 
ments ) about ybu; ; . . . . _ , r · ~deals, ' and . usually s·uffers · for it. The egoist is £o~,l~d by , no 

1: · And all-.the other ideals . by which men are ·mqyed, .to which . ideals.; Jie discards them or uses them, -as. may suit . his -own 
men are enslaved, for which men· affiiet themselves, have no interest . If .he likes to be altruistic, he will sacrifice himself for . 
power ove_r you ·; you a:e no longer afraid of them, .for .you know ot,hg~s ;- but.' only because he likes to do 'so-; he demands ·no 
them to .be your own ideals, made· in your own mind, for your gratitude nor glory in return. 
own pleasu~e, to be changed or · ignored, just as . you choose to · 
~hange o! ··ignore them. . Th~y ·· are yolll.r own little pets,: to be -
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played w1tq, not ·to 1 be·fea11ed: : · · . 
· -_ .'_' The Sta~e ." or '·' The '. Govemm~mt " is i~e~ll.sed 'by the 

many a:s · a thmg above them, to be· reverenced · and · £eared. 
They: eall ' it "' My Country,'' and ~.f you utter the magic words, 
t.hey--will tusJ.?- to k~ll their frier.ids, whom they (would n6t injure · 
b'y' so muc·h · as a . pi~ scratch, if .. ~hey were not intoxicated and 
blinded by- their ide~l. ' Most men are· deprived' of -their reason 

· A llJcky ittstinct seems. to s~y to the peo~le, I am at' waf ·~i~~. 
all those '\Vho govern me, ev~n with those whorp. I mys.elf have JUS,t 
elected.-OHa~fort. ' . . . . - · . . . 
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A Labour Government. 
It is now certain that within a week or two a Labour 

Government will be in offi0e. in this country, the Liberals ha.ving 
decided to vote with Labour .and turn out the Unionist Govern­
ment. Thc-i Laibaur members are. jubilant at the prospect of 
showing that they .are '' fit to govern,'' and the workers are 
hopeful that the new Government will break the chains fastened 
on them by monopoly and special privilege.1. . On the other hand, 
many tirI?-id folk are in a. mild panic, fearing that the dividends 
on which they live may. he taken from them by the wicked 
Socialist's. We think that boi:lh the workers and the dividend­
hunters are labouring under a delusion. Leaders of th_e Labour 
Party ' are saymg that the workers must .not expect miracles, 
and shareholders are told that: there will .be no ·expropriations. 
Besides, the . ·t"ro capitalist parties in the House can outvote the 
Labour · Party by more than two to one, which will effectually 
prevent them· doing ~nything very drastic during their first term 
of office: · ' · " · 

At ther Labour Party demonstration held at the Albert 
Hall on :a-ariuary Sth )V.Ir. R.amsay ~facDonald outlirn:.d the tasks 
th~y would fi,rst take iup, a:nd _said .'' the . first greait duty we put 
our hands 1 to is to establish . peace." They would do their 
be'St to complete the structure of th~ League. of Nations, and 
they would ' recognis~ the ~uss.ian Government. '' I want trade; 
I want negotiations. I want a 1settlement from the coa.sts of 
Japan to the cciasts of Ireland.'' Well, · previous Governments 
have ·been ~eeking the same ends without .success; but wanting 
and getting are two very different things·. The French Govern­
meni and the French army .are pretty · stiff obstacles even for a 
MooDonald.·.- . · · 

· In dealing with ·u.nemployrrient, he · 1said t.hat the root of it 
is in the ·lower purchasing power of 'the mass of consumers jn 
this land. But not a word" abaut its relation to land monopoly. 
An·d ·in dealing With the housing ·question there was the · same 
omission". · -·~I want a crusade ·that will give us houses, houses, 
houses all the _time until ·we have enough houses to put the 
peopl~ in.'~1 Then ·came the - only strong note in the whole 
speech. " If we find ·that trusts, monopolie.s, corners in any of 
the·· essential· maforials for building are standing in our way we 
shall· break them.'' The one great monopoly that always. stands 
in th~ way is land monopoly. You cannot get sites for houses 
without running up against this the greatest .and most powerful 
of all monopoli~~; and bricks, iron, sap.d, slat.es, timber, all these 
a.re in the grip of the :land monopolists. The unemployed could 
colonise ._ the idle-Jand in this ·country and easily pJioduce almost 
everything they require if.· it were not for the £.ence1s that bar 

. them from the soil, one of the most· fertile soils in the world. 
-The Labour Party's attitude on the land question will be 

the . '.' acid ~e.st '' ·as to how far they will go in striking at the 
root of wage-slavery and the other social evils that spring outi 
of it.· · Half the ,~oil of the ·United Kingdom is owned by about 
2,500 individuals, who compel those who live and work on the 
land to pay millions to ~hem yearly · for permission -to do so; 
and .:who also 

1
have the legal right, frequently exerc1sed, to refuse 

their '.permission to anyone. Just imagine 40,000,000 otherwise 
s.e~sible, . practical. folk tole~ating. such a ridiculous. situation. A 
man .stands guardmg mar;iy thousands 0£ acres 0£ land and says : 
'' I f~:n·bid you to cultivate . this land, or. build houses on it, or. 
·make roads .through it: And · I can call on all the forces of tihe 
S~tate to help me." 'Yhere does he get this right.? From a 
piece of pa~cJ:iment wh1~h says that all these acre.s were given 
t<;> one of his anc.estoris hundreds 0£ years .ngo by a drunk1m and 
d~s·s~lute .monarch, perhaps as a· rewartl for marrying onP of the 
lnng 's mistres,ses. · Now we can understand capitalist Govern­
ments .being unwilling , to in~erfere . with this monopoly, because 
the · thieves know that if they do not hang together they may . 
hang ;sep!1'ratel)'.· But for the leader of the Labour Party-the 
party _whwh claims to represent the workers bv hand and brain­
to outline the policy of. the party. without mentioning this un­
speakably . monstrou~ . evil· ;show~ such· a lack of cour-a;rge on his 

part, or that 0£ his ,supp~rters, that one may say confide~tly 
that the robbens have nothing to fear and the workers nothing 
t0 hope for. . . . 

We believe that a bold and res.olute attack on the ranks 
of Monopoly and Special '.Privilege would .rouse ·th.e . people as 
they have never been ro:used before. Wlul~t. a 1:iilhon and a · 
half unemployed and their dependents are hvm;g m a. state -of 
semi-1starvatfo:n the rich and powerful are flauntmg their wealth 
in the West End of London and other pleasure haunts of their 
ciass, and ·they show the same contempt for t~e ma:sses ·as the 
wealthy seigneurs of France showed just pn<?r to the great 
French Revolution. In such a moment as this, mstead of fierce, 
hot blows at the source ·0£ all our misery, we have Mr. 
MacDonald talking about ·the " risks on every side " of them. 
Does he think that the battle for the emancipation 0£ the workers · 
can be fouo<ht to a :flnish without casualties? Is thi:s the great 
leader of the great party whose posters during the election gave 
us vi1sions of the new world the workel's were marching forward 
to? They may provide better houses, better food, and better 
education- for the workers; but unless the evils of wa.ge-slavery 
and monopoly are wiped' out the only result of their policy will 
be the provision 0£ more profitable ·slaves for Capitalism. '' One 
step enough for me," said Mr. MacDon:;-ld._ His first step ;vill 
certainly not cause any 0£ the great capitalists and mo~opoh:sts 
to sleep uneasily to-mght. The workers are once agam bemg 
led in the wrong direction by leaders who .seem more 0oncemed 
witlh the pleasures and privil~ge:s of office than with the removal 
of the barriers to freedom .and equality. ·It proves the :£utility of 
looking to others to. figh~ battles which we ought to fight our-
selves. · 

GERMAINE BERTON ACQUITTED. 

More than a yeiar ago Germaine Berton shot and killed 
Marius Plateau, . in the offi0e of L' Action Franr;aise, Paris. On 
December 24 last a French jury acquit·ted her. It is an event 
of far more than ordinary significance, for it raise,s issues which 
Civilisation, at present sinking steadily into the abyss of violence, 
will be compelled to face. As every Frenchman underistands, the 
verdict was a ·condemnation of Fascism and tha.t return to 
Royalism which it was the special mission of L' Action Franr;aise 
to preooh, by word and d~ed. In tha.t most sinister of move­
ments, ·which seeks to resurrect, ·at any co1s:t, the rule · of 
Bourboni1sm, Leon Daudet is the acknowledged leader. His life 
it wa:S that Germaine Berton sought. In his absence, which he 
himself had · ·cautiously contrived, she killed Plateau, as his 
right-hand man. 

France is at this moment, under the military yoke, .and all 
the forces of the Government, backed by a Militarism whose 
secret sympathies are Roya.list, workEid hard for a co~victio~. 
To us their failure 1seems extraordinary, for they had m then· 
favour-everything. The jury was ·composed of elderly men, 
drawn from professional and business ranks. The prison.er was 
an avowed . Anarchist, and the Anarchist daily, Le Dibertaire, 
la:boured indefatigably on her behalf. Every ignorant prejudice, 
and all those s·ocial cowardices which range themselves instinc­
tively with pow;er, damoured for this young girl'·s blood. Never­
thele:ss she was acq;uitted. 

We Anarchists loaithe murder. Our w hol~ movement is one 
undying protest against the syste:ipatic slaughter of our weaker 
£ellow-being1s. .we hate the ooerciye machinery of Government 
prffci.sely because it reduces the masses to impotence and then 
drives them, in their helplessness, down to death. We eye with 
habitual suspicion .all resor~s to violence, because WE, know that 
such policies pave 'the way for those Dfotatorships which, being 
the very quintes·sence of coercion, -are the type of Government 
we detes·t the most. How could it be otherwise? vVe ourselves, 
as the avowed ·enemies of compulsion: are always the first 
victims 0£ their reprisals. 

Plateau, like his master, Leon Daudet, was plotting 
violence on the grandest scale. Fascism, which is t·he incarna­
tion of Militarism in it.s mos·t brutal form, is sweeping through 
Europe; as, · under other aliases, it is sweeping through the 
United St·ates. It means the annihilation .of all that may make 
this civilisation wort}:i preserving, and we regard it as being the 
most dangerous legacy the War has left. Everywhere it has 
wrecked, and burned, -and tortured, ·and assassina.ted remorse­
lessly. · Over pyramids of -corpses it has climbed to .power, and 
almost invariably the co~pses have been those of men and women 
who were striving for a better social order;.: who were working 
for s·ome approach fo justice; whose lives were lives of useful 
toil, and their aspirations the one ·Spot of brightness in a 
steadily gathering gloom. Agair~st all thi1s nobler element 
Blateau and L .' Action Frangaise waged relentless war. · · Their 
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appeal was , alw~;1S . toJ1~-~ s~o~d.: ' )£-' i:~~lting ;-to kin i.~; ~quiva:lent 
to murder, how are you .ipq- clas.:sifr : these' F.ascist leaders? 

5 

·W.HAT.! NOT CQNSTRUCTIVE ?. 

. _ .Som~ years:·: :ago ·;_five ·: An'areh:i~ts ·,· wer~ -- hanged . in Chicago An old subscriber, 
b.ecaiu;se· ·3:ff exploding. bomb , had killed . a policeman. 'I1he prosecli- who at one · time pleaded in 9ur colliffi:ns 
t10n admitted that nobody knew . who, .threw the bomb, blit urged " for the ph.ilosophy of non-resistance, writes discontinuing the 
that the accused ·should· be executed ··because their speoohe.s and paper. He gives as his reaSOD$ that we are not " coustructive ·,,; 
writings had in<Sited: to the :throwing. Accordingly thev were put that w~ " seem to have no poiicy, plan Oil' path"; that ·a " free 
_t? deatl,i as having been· guilty -of:" const!lfc#ve rnurde;." Where from Government idea'.' is merely a negation, and that what is 
would such ' a m:.ln as Mu.s·s(>lini ' be" standing now if 1such a needed is " a. vision of the In.finite and strong life, emerging in 
doctrine were ·applied _to · him? 'In :r~ality, of eourse·, he ·would the reason, love and freedom of men." He wants a clear appli­
laugh . at 't.h.e very thought, .and retort' soornfully, with BismaJ:ck, cat~on of «a_.Ifthis to_ sociaJ rel~tionsHip'' , by me.ans,:· of-. birth-control, 
that there is no ' making an omelette "without· breaking eaas. 

: At . the_ Chicago , 'trial, Sp~es,' , one :..,_of th~ accusel7 stat.ed the sharing of wealth, and the refusing to kill our fellow-men. 
frankly that,. had he thrown the bOtnb, ·he would have . admitted .The.nee w.i.U issue, in his .judginent, " a new order iby a pacifis·t, 
it without a· moment'-s-' hesitation·; his argument 'being tha,t 200 c;heerh~l revolution, which 'Parliament can never produce." In 
policemen, with r~1lolvers . dra~n',~ wer( ~harging . on an i~nocent conclusion, he expresses his longing for an organ " on th~se deep 
-and helpless meetmg; that on the day p11evious they had shot and constructive lines,'' and he invites us to .change o'ur name 
down a number of unarmed men and women; that defence in from " Freedom " t;Q " Freedom and Fellowship." 
such circumstances ·- is alway.s. justified, ·:an,d ofteri. minimises the We Anarchist•s welcome criticism, and it is our .established 
.threatened' slaughter. . To us the. argument -has . always seemed habit :to apply it freely to ourselves; for we regard -0riticism as 
~ entirely yalid; and, :admirers or Tolstoy as we are, never have ·the hammer by which dear thought is ·beaten out. · We consider 
,we.been able to ac.cept·the philosophy 0f non~re·Sistance. · PasiSive we .are living in a world Uh.at reeks. with lies, and we hold tihat 
resi:stance we can understand, although we regard its effect~ve - the first and . most necessary task is .to free ourselves from the 
ne.s-~ as over-rated; but non-resistance .appears to us a denial of jungle of illusion. Aeoordingly I critici:se this letter. · 
everything w~ ·know concerning Life. AU-living things, from the As I see it, the do:etrine of non-resistance is false; alike in 
loirest· form of yegetab~e to Man himself, hold their exiistence on the spiritual, intellectual, and physic-al domains~ Error has k; 

. ~he :term of struggling to their utmos·t against aggression. If be fought, and through the struggle we draw nearer to truth. 
they ~ lac~ the n·ece.ssary- courage and ;energy, they ,succumb and Aggressive injustice has to ·be combated, in order that some closer 
are suppl:anted by bqlder and- more ·vig9rous growths. · approximation to justice may take its place. All st11Jggle im­
. . These are the que.s·t~ons Germaine Berlon's acquittal pushes plies the destruction of the inferior, oo make way for the superibr. 
mto t?e 1forE:1grou~d, and t_hey a.re perhaps the most important Until cannibalism, ;serfdom, :and chattel -slavery had . been 
and difficult questions the Labour and Revolutionarv movement de1stroyed, they themselves rendered ,the birth of higher forms 
has _to face.. Throughout the civiliised world the rlghf-to life, 0£ socioal life impossible. How are you to hav.e a ~.system · of 
and freed?m in life, . is being trampled u~der toot by aggre&sors " 1sharing -wealth," and ·of the mutual aia for which our -co_rre­
armed with all the powe11s of modern . science, and these spondent longs, until you destroy tJhe monopolie:s po~day · exfating? 
aggreissor.~ .are utterly oblivious to human rights. By cornering ·How are you to .get at the land, which is the sDutde " ·of ·all 
the ear~h s natural resources ~hey have reduced the masses to an wealth, without 'tearing .down .the fences Monop_oly ,hf\.:s ·placed 
economic hel_plessne;gs .hitherto unlmown:- They' have . made life around it? . ' : " ; -:; 
dependent ~n such .employment as they may choose to furn1sh, Non-resistance is, to me, ,a religious illusion. of .. the 'most pet~ 
~d they give or withhold employment at their own arbitrary nicious type. It came to us from ithe East,' where it·;threw· ;the 
will. What is this but aggrn.Sosion :on the grandest and most masses into .a stupor of submiS1sion which has lasted· for ;centuries 

_ de.a~ly scale; and are not we Anarchists entirely right in main- and h as begotten iµimea-sura1ble woes and degradations. ·l_;ife 
tammg tha~ it . mu~t be combated unflinchingly, and overthrown teaches, with unweacying patience, tJhat, if we wish to -survive, 
at any eost-? - · · we must resist invasion.; ' that w.e must exercise the virile ·virtue 

Are we not ·31$0 right in our assertion that at the head of of -couraige; that we are not· to " take it lying . down." Sul;>­
these aggressors stand our· modern Governments, and that it miis·sion to the unjust is always weakness, and· the whole proce·ss 
makes :tittle difference how. these Governments are labelled? One of evolution is from less to greater strength. Gan you conceive 
and all th~y are . ~achi~es, oonstruct~.d for the express purpose a world ooris.tructed on the principle of weakness? 

·of compeUmg .their subjects to .sul>nnt. · By armed force they . It is most calumnious-though doubtless unintentionally so 
collect whatever taxes they see fit to levy; secure obedience tO -to assert that we Anarchi,g-ts ·are non-constructive. We stand for 
whatever lavvs they :choose to pass; dictate, down to the minutest Freedom precisely because we are convinced that it i·s Life's con­
det?.il, the .conduct of their .subjects' live'S; and finally, whenever structive principle; that only when · human energies and human 
their own ~nterests demand i~, · ~rive those subjects fo slaughter abilities are given unshackled play 'will it be possible -to have a 
.on th~ field of b.attle. If this is not tyranny, ~ve _do not know co-operation worthy ·of the name. · This cannot be achieved until 
what is; and a.gamst th~t tyranny we Anarchists ' array our.selves, we have struggled out of the ·straightj ~ket ju. vvhich Monopoly . 
as best we c;:i.n. Is not that und.erstandable? Yet practically now pins us, and on no account will we assist the State in its 
all the. L~bour leaders, an.cl more particularly . the Social Demo- task of tightening the strings. . 
crats, ms1S't that we are demen.ted dreamers, and that· there is Ours is an arrti-·slavery crusade; and we .see clearly thart 
no telling ·what . we reallv want. · · · · ' · · slavery must be destroyed before the. construc:tive work of 

If these leaders ca.n~ot understand, Govern~ents, and the emancipation can begin. 11.'he cha.in must be struck o.ff; ,_the 
monopolists whom Governments support· in their aaornssionis a.re prison doors thrown open; the fence pulled down; the 1;nan .now 
not so stupid: Habitually they look on us as · outl~ws, but 'it .is riding on the people'.s backs unseated. · Then it will be po~sible 
at t~e hands of the ~ictat9rships-m9re especially . those of ·· for Labour to stand ere-et; no longer crouching in helplessness, as 
Russia., Ital.y and Spam-that our 1suffer:ing.s have been beyond it is at pre~ent, but maS'ter of itself and lord of jts. own life. 
endurance. These charlatans have ·stuck at nothing : They have Such a programme is at once destructive and constructive; 
~mnb!lrded and. reduced t,o ashe.s our. a.ssembly halls and and we say that it ' is .sound because it . is true to Life. Life and 
libraries,. as a.l~0 those ?£ any working-rrian',s . society that dared Death are · in.separable parts of.one great process whereby what 
to question their authority . They. haye shot us c1own in our own has beco~e worn-out a.n.d useless is destroyed, to make- way for 
homes; clubhe~ u;s. to dea:th ·on public ,streets, thrown us by hun- a .m.ore vigorous and higher .type. We Ana.r~!_iists are of ~he 
dre.d.s mto their pnsons, and :tortured us :vith fiendi·sh ingenuity. · opmion that Slavery has. had it~ day, and that it must n?w give 
Tt is .to be · sup~osed that .a future a.nd ·rn.dre humane society will place to Freedom, a.i:;; bemg a h:g,?er and more c:mstructive sys­
rub it's ~yes wi·th amazement when it r~ads, g.s sl,lrely it will te_m, ~lemand:-d by the larger spmtual and material .needs which 
read, thi:S tale of blood. ~s yet, however, . we Anarchi:sts are Life ·S evolutiona:ry forces have developed. . The an~i~nt garme~t 
almost t.he only ones who know it; but we · know it welL cannot st·reteh itself to the st.ature we . have attamed. It. is 

• c After al~, the uriiv.erse itse~f _is just'; . - ~.na ; by an entirely bursting .ait a. thousand parts. It hais to go. . . 
r1ghteo:is logic, ou~t of violence_ violence gr.pvys, : We ourselves. do , We ad:mt frankly that the masses do not understand,. as 
·not s·tnke aggreooively, but neither do we turri the other cheek · yet, the philosophy we preach. The greater need for preachmg 
when smitten. We 'resist a.g.Q.r.ession as a necessity for self- it simply, intelligibly, straight; and th~ . more so because our 
·preserva:tion; a:nd we reooanise 

0
tha;t G~rma{rie .. Be~ton 'threw her- morality and. eeionomics· are 0£ a )simplicity that all can under-

1self across ~e pa~h of o~e of · the most :dangerously aggreis-sive stand . . We say: '' Away · w.ith hypocrisy and lies! . If you. talk 
forces now, mvadmg modern life. "Frorn this .standpoint the ~l!~·an br0therh;:>od, ~ean it.; and prove that. you mean it· by 
Anarchis·t press.thro;ughout'th~ woild with one .accord has. rejoiced ]~I~mg hands wr~h us m . t~e ·st~uggle ·to estabhsh the only. 0?n-

:j)yer . _-her acqmttal. We believe FREEDOM" 8--- readers . also will drtion under which human .. brotherhood ·-·can become a hvmg 
·rejoice·:· -- · · .. · · · " · ,t · • "·: : · truth. · Understand th~t Life, in itself, is inexhaustibly rich ·and 

· ·immeasurably fine; but only in F:reedom. Abolish special privi-
Push 'the c·sale o:.f ~" Free·dom.'' le-ge, whose other name is robbery-always. a.n enslaving and 
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corrupting force. Throw open the gates of 
every child of m;an." " 

I say · tha: ·such a pl!0gramme is nobly "eonstructive a.nd 
profoundly practical. J, maintain-that S}}.elley saw into the he~rt 
of things wheri , he '·c1osed his- . " P,rom.ethelis Unbound:'.' with 
the .words :- · , . . . 

" rrhis-, like thy glory; Titan, is to be _ . l .( 

-· Great, good . ~nd joyous; beaut~ful and free. ,1 . 

. This is afone Life. Power, Empire, and Victory." 
. - WM. C. · OWEN. 

COMMUNIST IN'J;'RIGUES IN GERMANY. 

':Phe followin o· extracts are· take·n from ·the '' News ·Service '' 
b • 

issued by the rn·t~rnational Worldng Men'~ Association, of Berlin, 
da.ted November 7 : - · 

'' Afte~ . the Govern~ent suspended passi~e resistance, the 
Communists exerted themselves to the utmost to prov~ th~t they 
alone are the true defenders of the German ' :Fatherland.' rrhey 
lost no time in. declaring . that the giving up of passive -resistance 
was ' treason to t.he German people.' In this regard the Com­
munists are in entire accord with the Nationalists, tb.e ' Deutsch­
volkisch ' (reactionary) and the Fa;scists, all of whom declare in 
favour ·of the continuation of the .. policy of p.assive resistance. 

"Tt has beoome quite ~pparent that the Communist Party 
of _Germany is inspired by nationalistic tendencies and that it is 
'sacrificing ·the interests of ·the working class to those of the 
' :Fatherland.' 'Ne quote foom the ' plan of work ' of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Germany: 

" ' (a) Establishing direct connections. In reference to (a), 
for the present. -to try to get in touch with higher {military) 
officers that are known for their 1'1.!ationalistic senti-rnent.s but who 
do hot belong to the Fascist organisations. This with. men such 
as Lettow-V orbeck (noporious murderer of workers in Hamburg) 
who recently refused to participate in the '' inner front '' struggle 
against· the Communis·ts on the ground of the nationalistic ten­
dency of the German Communist Pa~y. The purpose of the 
negotiations with such men should concern the possibility of a 
joirrt political programme . In this connection, the difference of 
opinion ~ue to the theoretic views of our party should be ignored 
ais much as possible, while mutually accepting points empha1sised . 
The tone of such conferences to be most courteous (using 
"E~cellency," etc., in addressing) and amiable. No Marxist 
quota.lions ta be employed. Ort the whole, behaviour . should be 
as little ais possible · Par~y-progra.rnme-like.' 

'' ' (b.) Indirect connection through propaganda. This refers 
less to important persons than to the entire mass of officers. Not 
to be connected with the propaganda already accomplished among 
the soldier.s, · which has an entirely different ·significance and 
purpose. In this ·connection, besides political means 

Jso those of personal influence are to be employed. r.rhu.·s, pro­
niises of high military position and honours ·for . the .foture, and 
in general exploit. ampition; but not clmnsily.' ' 

'' When this ' plan of . work ' w.as ptlblished in the press of 
Germany, the central organ of the Communi·st Party of 
Germany, Rote Fahne, could offer but the following lame 
explana:tion : 

· " ' We Communiists state frankly an~ freely to t,he . whole 
working class of Germany: We will do everything to win those 
officers and those petty bc;mrgeois elements · to the side 

.. - . . (1 ,,· .. 

Osugi's Murderer Senten-celi. - - --- · 
_ . On Decemb~r 9, Captain Am,akasu, gendari;netie_ 9.ffic~r, w~s 

found guilty of strangling .to d-eath . OU~ _Japan.ese comrade Sakaye 
o~ugi, his wife, ~rid nephe;v' and_ sentenopd 'to .. ten years' imprison­
ment. . ;It is very dpubt~ul .'Yhetq~r . he '~v1ll , se,~ve .t~e~ sent_enJ~e, b~t 

, the Governrpept had to. ·put · him on trial owjpg to · the pubhc 
• indignatiob ev0ked by tP.e murders, • : . I " I . 

. ·· · .. Ou.r comrade was pursued by his enerriies even after' death . . On 
December, 16, whilst comrades and friends were gathering fqr the 
funeral, three me9- called and said £hey wi~hed ~o. p~y tribute t<? the 
dead. One of them was admitted to the roon;i. where' the urns con-

. taining the ashes were standing. Pretending _ to · g~ on his knees, he 
suddenly picked up the three urns and dashed into ~he street, where 
he handed them to the other -two men, who drove 'off in a motor car. 
The robber was captured by the police, but the urns have nqt _been 
found. · In spite of the loss of their ashes, a funeral _service was held 
at the Yanaka cemetery, photographs 9f the · three being put in the 
place of honour instead of the ashes. 

Death of John Beverley Rpbinson. 
Our American· com:.rade John Beverley Robinso.n died ~rnddenly 

of heart disease, on November 12, at his_ home in St. Louis . . He 
had been a persistent propagandist since the '80's, and although 
seventy years of age be was as keen as ever. ·He was a staunch 
admirer of Proudhon; and in-his ." Econo).'llics of Liberty" he gave a. 
statement of the Frenchman's system of socia.1 or·ganisation. A few 
years ago he translated Proudhon's "General Idea of the Revolution 
in ·the Nineteenth Century," and, failing to fii!d a publisher in t_he 
States, he arranged that we should publish it, and ·provided the 
gre~ter part of the mOJ:?.ey for printing the book. We sent .him an 
early copy a few weeks before his deatp., a?d he wr?te us saymg.h?w 

· pleased he was with its appearance, and was plannmg an advert1smg 
campaign for it. On another page we print an article on "Egoism" 
which he wrote for Reedy"s Mirror some years ag.o: He was well 
known as an architect, and for several years ·was head of the school 
of architecture at Washington University. 

"Freedom" Guarantee Fund. 
The fund has started the year well and we hope it will continue 

to be liberally supported,_ as we have printers' and other. bills sadly 
in arrear. The following sums hav~ been received since our last 
issue :-T. S. 5s., C. Blandy 2s., A. J. R. 5s.; H. G. Russell 10s., 
J. S. R. 2s. 6d., -B. Black 2s. 6d., L. Newman and E. Richmond 5s.> 
A. T. (Halesowen) 12s. 6d., D. £5, A. Smith 2s. 6d., G. Davison £5, 
Elizabeth £1 2s. 6d., D. BaUard 2~. µa., J. Labadie 4s. 6d., G. P. 4s.> 
Gateshead Grou·p t5s., A. D. Moore 2s., L. ·G. WoHe £1. 

For the Aid of Anarchists in ' Rilssi~n Prisons. 
FINANCIAL .. REPO.RT :FOR 1923. 

RECEIPTS. 
Bala~ce on hand (as per Report of December, 1922): 196 dols.; 25 Bnlgar.ian)eva; 

362,500 Austrian kroue11. 
London A11archist Group. per Sabel: £11; 1 dol. 44c. (£6 sent for Joint Com· 

mittee was turned over to them.) 
P. Ramus (Austria): 492,000 Austriau kronen; 29,000 German mks. (equal 1 dol ). 
'l'cherk., per A. Sh.: 10s. Geueva Group, per Altyzer: 100 Swi~s fraucs. 
Paris Comrades, per M. Roux: 200 Freuc:h francs. 
Group La Yero, Lisbon, Portugal: 5,600 German marks (equal then to 10 cents; 

turned ovn to the Syndicalist). · 
Anarchist Red Cross, New·York: 50 dols. 
~eneva Comrad~s, per Tupfman: Cheque, 100 S~viss franc:s (exchange 18 dols.). 
Golos Truzlienika, New York: 25 dols. P. Ramus, Austria: 1 dol. 50c. of the proletariat and thus save Germany. . . W·e Com-

munists say to these officers: All those horn~st elements among 
you who wan't to free Germcmy from .. French militarisni must1

' 

fight on the side of the proletariat. The Russian Soviet power 
has won hundreds of former Tsarist officers for the cause of the 
workers who faithfully are serving the intereis.ts of the Russian 
proletariat.' 

Italian Grou·p Volouta, San Francisco· : 80 dols. (for the American Express 
money order sent last year but not collected.). · 

London Group, per Sabel and A. Sh.: 150 Italian lire. . 
Ana.rchist Red Cross, New York, per Weitzman: 75 do ls. 

Totals-447 dols. 94c. £11 10s. 25 leva. 854,500 .Austrian kronen. 
100 Swiss francs. 200 French francs. 150 Italian lire. 

DISBURSEMENTS. · 
Per A. S., for food package for prisoners: 10 dqls. 
Forwarded to Moscow per Prof. · H.: J 00 dols.; £2. " The whole attitude of the Communists proves that they 

are on the side of those who are fighting for the liberation .of 
Germany for ' -national freedom,' hut ·that they have deserted 
Find betrayed those who strive for emancipa;tion from ca,pita.lism, 
from the State and oppression. The Communists a.re a State­
su,pporting party. If they ha.ve so far not suoceeded in winning 
over the elements of the former Prussian militarism it i:s surelv 

. not their fault." . · " 

CASH RECEIVED (not otherwise acknowlrdgAd). 
. (December 8 to January 12.) · ' 

''FRF.F.DO.J\f" Sunscn.IPTIONs.-K. M., A. J. R, L Ki~liuk, ~. Zigmo111l, K. H., 
F. L~rge, B: Rlack, J. Bucllie, C. A. G., J. Petrovich, A .. J. R. H. H., 
A. Ris)iop, A:· T., J. Iship, A: Smith, A. Hazr.larnl. ·H. Holt, A. Fiaminghi, 
G. D., H. Bnner, A. G. Barker, D. Ballard, G. Wickel, W.Ms., W. Lagsdiug. 

RussIAK PRTSONEHS FuNn.-J. S. R. 2s. 6d., A. 'r. 5s. · · 

,, ,, . Per Friend (April): 50 dpls.; £5; 200 Fr.ench francs. 
· Per Fri1·ml (September): 90 dols.; £2. 

,, ,, Per L. S. : 50 dols. . 
To N. Maklrno, per Wolin: £4; 5 Jol.s. · 
011 account of Bulletin No. 1 and 2: 3 1lols. 
Per Friend. to Moscow (November): 54 dols. 

'l'otal disbursed : 362 dols. ; £13; 200 French francs. 
Balance- on hand, January 1, 1924-79 dols. 19e. ; 25 leva; 854;500 Austrian 

kronen; 100 Swiss francs; 150 Italian lire. · 
Fraternally, ALl£XANDER BERKMAN. 

NoTE.-ln view of the exis tence now of a Joiut Committee to aid all Left Revo­
lutionists in the prisons of R.ussia, all.g1mera.l contributions.will hereafter 
be turned over. to the Joint Committee. Those wishing their contributions 
to go exclusively to the Anarchists impriso~ed in . Russia will have their 
wishes complied with. All contributions should b~ sent to Fritz Kater, 
Koperuikusstr. 25 ll., Herli1i 0 34, Germany. 
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