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·NOTES. 
The Naval Conference. 

This Conference, originally called for the purpose of the 
limitation of the navies of Great Britain, the Uriited States, 
and Japan, has been a perfect. farce so far-though it may 
have a tragic ending. Instead of discussing as to how . few 
·ships ea·ch country should J:rave, the question now is as to how 
many they shall be allowed. The whole of the meetings have 
been occupied by .acrimonious discussions, and the press in eac;:h 
of the" three countries has been publishing insinuations as to 
the honesty a~d s_incerity of the other fellows. Each one says 
-he merely wants security, and it looks as thou1gh they all want 
·security against. each other. The talk _has been about big 
cruisers and small cruisers; cruisers for defence and cruisers 
for offenoe, small submarines, and large subma:rines, gloibal 
"tonnage, ·sin. guns and 6in. guns, and the naval experts on each 
side have flatly confradicted the naval experts on· the other side. 
The Anglo-Saxon ·frierid:ship so much in ·the air since 1918 has 
,vanished at the first touch of reality, and now John Bull is 
·flirting again with ·the Mikado, whom he threw over so un­
kindly at the Washington Conference.' The struggle between 
the nations has now shifted to the East, and the next Vvorld 
War will be fought in the Pacific. British statesmen take 
long vieW'.s and seldom .allow sentiment· f.() influence tl;iem, ·and, 
believing .a;s they do in naval power, an alliance with Japan to 
safeguard their present : and future pos:sessions in the East 
would be quite natural. · The Mediterranean is not a very s.afe 
·place for battleships in these days of submarines, so to avoid 
the possibility of interruption of communications they _intend 
·to keep a fleet in being in the Ea:st, with Singapore as a self­
oontained b.ase. But will the people of Great Britain stand for 
all this ? you as k perhaps. Well, if their dividends are in 
'danger they will stand for anything. As for those who do 
not draw dividends, tl1:ey don't count. They only do the 
:lighting, and most of them seem to like it. 

The Reform of the L·ords. 
What a fearful hubbub there was when the Government put 

forward their proposals. for the Reform of the House of Lords. 
Tihe Labou;r Party, of course, denounced them. That was to be 
expected, as th(>y were designed to keep a check on any revoll,1.­
tionary proposals they may put forward if .and when they get 
into office again. But the most powerful opposition came from 
some of their most consistent supporters. Mr. J. L. Garvin, the 
long-winded editor of the Observer, fairly raged at them. In 
an .article headed '~ Doomed,'' he analysed the proposals and 
said the Govei:nment were mad if they intended to intr:od'uce 
their proposals jn the form of a ·Bill, · as· it meant they would 
be swept from offi0e at the next Election, and the firnt attempt 
of the reformed Hous·e of Lords to hinder popular legislation 
would ]eacl to a Revolution-or words to that effect. The 
hereditary prjnciple was out of date and the people would :r;iot 
tolerate hereditary Peers being tihe dominant section in the 
re formed Hourse. But when we have read the criticisms of all 
the politicians we find a ·strong point of agreement among them. 
They all agr·ee we must have a Second Chamber and they all 
agree jt must be reformed-that is, strengthened. They all 
fear real revolutionary changes, although we do not believe 
any real revolutionary change can ·come through Parliament. 
It will be in spite of Parliament if it is. revolutionaTy. A 
reformed H ouse of Lords will have one feature which belongs 
to the present one-it will safeguard the rights of the propertied 
class against the dispossessed. That was its essential pu:::-po.se, 
and was ever the purpose of a Second Chamber-the main­
tenance of Spf'cia1 Privileg-e. they may c<i.11 it a Senate and 
Labour leaders and Socialists may become Senators, but the 
more it is changed the more it will be the same. So the present 
hubbub is merely a storm in a teacup., · 'and should have no 
interest for the workers. · 

The: Revolt in Vienna. ~ 
The sudden and serious outbreak of _ rio.ting which took 

.place . in Vienna on JuJy 15 is a sign that the temper of the 
workers had been rising for ·some tjme and only wanted a 
spark to set it alight. The aggressive methods of the Fasci~ts 
or r~Ionarchists. had been resented -for so:me time, and when 
three Fascists shot down two Socialists from a window in 
Schaatendorf, in Burgenland, last January, anger -rose to boil­
ing point, and only subsided when the three · ~en wer~ 
arrested and put on trial for murder. The Fascists have 
-alwa.y;; had .influential .supp9rters in goivering circ_les, and it 
is eviqen_t that pressm:·e w~s Jlrought to bear on the Ju.dges who 

.. conducted the trial, with the ·result that the Fascists were 
acquitted, although there was no doubt as to thei_r .guilt. When 
the acquittal became known a mass demonstrat10n of protest 
was organised before -the Ministry of J uistice. It is said that 
the demonstrators were quite peaGeful ,until the police rode i:µ 
amongst. them. · The workers attacked the police and drove 
then;i. away, .ancl then wreaked their vengeance on the Ministry 
of Justice. Legal documents; cories,ponaence, books~. forni:... 
ture, and many other things were thrown out of the wmdows 
and burnt, and the building set on fire. The police, having 
been· armed, returned and fired on the· crowd, with the result 
'that about 80 were killed and hundreds wounded. A general 
strike of ·24 hours was · ordered, and every industry, trains, 
tr.ams, and all postal and telegraph services stopped dead. 
The resignation .c)f the Chancellor and the Chief of Police 
was demanded, but was refused, the Government having got 
the upper hand again . . The usual nonsense has been talked 
in. the pre.sis .about. tib.e revolt being engineered by Mosoow, but 
it is evident that it was merely an_ outbreak of popular indig­
nation at the acquittal of the· three Fascists and had no · revo­
lutionary significance .. · The workers· of Vienna simply took 
the matter . into their own hands for once and ignored thei_r 
leaders, who have now restored order and discipline. : 

" The Reckless Young n ·evils. '' 
Lord Thomson, ~ho was Secretary of State for Air in 

the Labou·r Government, was speaking at the London L"abour 
Women's Suminer School, at · Guildford, on July 15, and 
rthought . it an opportune occasion to give his opinion on th~ 
work of the Ministry of which h~ !).ad charge in l 924. He 
was very enthusiastic about the . " reckless young devils " be.;. 
tween the ages of ··15 and 16 recruited for the Royal . Air 
.Fo:i;-ce, aIJ.d said "they would break their necks on the road if 
they did not do it in aeroplanes." This must have been 
very.ch~erful news fo any motners of aviators who were present. 
He was also very anxious aJbout our " dangerously small '' 
Arµiy, but thought we had at least ten · years of peace before 
us and hoped we w:ould turn .those years to good account. He 
evident] y looks forw.a:rd to an increase of the Army. In ·the 
meantime he believes" the highest function of the Air Ministry 
is the. devel<;:pment of civil avia1}~n." Sir Leo Chiozza Mone)0 
who 1s a Liberal, has other opimons on the matter, whidhl he 
expresses very !forcibly in · a letter to the Sunday Times · of 
J. une l 9. . Dealing with this question of the boys who are 
burnt in µiilitary aempiane_s, he· writes: "For what purpose 
do the boys peris!li ? . . . The main purpose is to bomb civilian 
populations· out < ,.f their wits. Aviation means: war .on non­
co:rpbatant?; war on old . men, boys, girls, . women, and infants 
in an:ns . . It. i$ the ·nearest thi:µg to Hell which has yet been 
practically mvented. That gailant boys shotlld be burned 
to· death . in peace. is mournful enough . Thiat they should be 
burnt in learning- how to .do revolting tihings is s-urely the limit 
of unreason." Labour voters may well wonder why Lord 
Thomson ·?h9uld have ba>n selected as Secretary for Air by 
Mr . . Ramsay MacDonald. Does the Labour Party agree with 
his views on the ''reckless young . devils" and the v:alue of° 
their work? In any case, we· .sh0:uld certainly expeet ·it to 
rp.purliate fiis v;~~-~ on Qur " _dangerousry ismall '' Ar~y, whiei.11 
always seems, large enough for cliggress.ion abroad when profits 
are in clang.er. .,. 
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The .T-~nth Anniv~rsary: of the 
,· ·:. - Rtis~ian · .Revolutiorn." 

It is only a few months now to the tenth annivers.ary of 
the ·October RevolufioN. Great preparations- are being made 
by the 'Communist Party and Government of Russia for the 
:celebration of the important event. Numerous committees are 
:aFw.ork to :make the day the most memorable in the annals of 
~soviet Russia, and to demonstrate tG the c0untry and to the 
world at large the achievements of the first decade of 
Bolshev:ik rule. . ' - · 
~ - There is no doubt that the October Revolution was the 
~~Ost sig~ificant social upheaval known in· human history. H 
_broke .all the moulds o'f established society-hot merely polit~­
'cal f onns, as was 'fhe case in previous revolutions, but ·the very 
economic foundations that support human slavery and 
-oppression. 
·· The spirih:1al achievements of the Revoluti6n are tremend­
~o:us, their ultimq,te effects immeasurable. I't sounded the liherq.­
~ .tion of a million-headed ·people that for centuries bad' been 
~lheld in ·bondaige. It opened vistas af a new civilisation of 
·human ·dignity, _ brotherhOQ-d, and freedom. And it lit the 
.rt0rch of hope arid aspi-rafron for all the peoples of the world. 

A ·decade · is 'but a short span in the life of a country. 
~ lt would be ne_ar.osighted and unfair to judge the potentialities 
"<:>f new ·Russia' by her actual achievements wit\hin the past ten 
.years. But the essential characteristics of Russian life since 
the Revolution may serve as an· indication of the dominant 
spirit ·and tendencies of the country: 

· This ·is ·not the . place :for .a detailed review of the first 
. .decade of Soviet Russia, or even for · an . approximate estimate 
of .her achievements during that period. It is the fundamental 
·nature and tre~d of Russian development during the past ten 
;years that · are significant, and ,they are sufficient to clarify the 
pres.rnt situation. 

The purp>0se of the October Revolution was to revalue 
xmtlived socia/ conoeptions; to free man from his spiritual 
and physical bondage, to release the creative energies of the 
.People, and to establish conditions of human dignity and 
brotherhood. Is present-day Ru.ssia even in the smallest 
degree an approach · to 'that purpose? Is it imaginably even 
on the road toward that end ? 

It is enough to state the essential factors of Russian life 
to-day to supply the answer. What are those fundamental 
:fact.ors? What are the .essential features that characterise 
to-day in Russia and prepare her to-morrow? 
, Politically: ·The most absolute despotism, the exclusive 
'rule of an all-powe.rful poliitical party that ruthlessly sup­
.presses ·every symptom of disagreement and non-conformity. 

· Economically: ·Capitalism, State and private, with all its 
attendant attribute~ of exploitatim1; c;legradation, and sub-
jection o'f the toilers. . 
- . Educationally: The apotheosis of the ruling political 
party, its leaders, and the State as omni scent and in fallible; 
the intensification of the spirit .of authority and blind 
.oh>edienc€; the GultivatiGn df · militarist discipline and party 
chauvinism; the reariri_g of fanatical subjects whose wills are 
crippled and' minds warped by the elimination of all freedom 
of speech and the suppression of all but .party doctrines and 
information . 

. Socially: A condition .of terror, with the dominant poli­
tica~ party a~ ~he sole arbit_er of all action, thought, and be­
haviour; a regime that -cultivates the basest qualities of man 
by rousing fear, insecurity, hypocrisy, and debasement. 

These a~e .fhe vital elements of life under the Bolsheviki. 
What boots -it that Russia has " succeeded" in inducing inter­
national capital to exploit her natural resources-and her 
:vor.I~ers at "the same time? Was a great revolution, with all its 
mevitable blo:odshed and suffering, necessary merely to 
:?-dvanc<; ~ussian development along the lines 0 1£ American 
md~str.iahs~? Wa_s th.e Revolution fought to establish modern 
capitalism m Russia? 

It is unspeakably indecent to celebrate these "achieve­
n:ien.ts" of Bolshevik rule in the name of the October Revolu­
ti.on. ~t is the .g~eat~st crime against the spirit of liberty and 
humamty.: to reJoice m the betrayal of the Revolution by the 
Communist Party. 

The anniversary of the Revolution can be c~lebrated only 
·:by .a revival of the spirit that is now being crushed by the 
:'.Bolshevik Government. It cafl be celebrated only by fore­
swearing tyranny and 'terror, a~·d f:>y r~turning to the pec:ple 
t'h-e fruits of ,the Revolution : their liberties and sel.f-determma­
tion. In sh0rt, by the Bolshevik masters .gettmg off the 
peop'le' s back. . · . . . 

The first step on this road is t~e absolute a.?ohtio~ of the 
system of suppression_ and persecution, ~nd th~ immediate and 

.. unconditional liberation of the political prisoners. Not a 
Jake liheration of the men and women suffering for opinion's 
sake, not an "administrative" liberation that will leave the 
prison . doors open for their for~ed r<~turn under some new 
Tcheka pretext. But ari actual liberation gy~ranteed by _the 
elimination of the least semblance of political persecution. 
Thus only can the great October Revolution be fittingly com-
memorated in spirit and in deed. , . . 

* * 
Will that be done? Hardly. Certainly not till the 

·Russian people themselves compel the Government to do so . 
. Meanwhile thousands of politicals are rotting in the dungeons 
of the Tcheka or dra,g out their miserable existence in the h<;ll­
hole of the Solovetsky Islands, in the prisons, concentratia:n 
camps, and exile in the most . fors-aken regions of the Arctic 
zone of Northern Russia and Siberia: 

It would seem that it were sufficient merely to mention 
·such a terrible state of affairs in an allegedly "revolutionary" 
country; to rouse the indignation of ev~ry fair-minded man 
.and w.;man, and to awaken the conscience oif humanity to a 
liberating deed. But the cries of the victims tortured in 
Bolshevik prisons and " isolators ~ ' remain unheard. Their 
far-off voices · are drowned in the triumphant damour of the 
apologists for the terrorism and · tyranny of Communist 
Fascism. Where is ·the George Kennan to light the torch of 
fearless truth in Darkest Russia of to-day i 

The political martyrs ·in Russia and Siberia need your 
moral as well as material aid. The Relief Fund of the Inter­
national Working Men's Association . is exerting its utmost 
efforts to help. For that help .we depend upon you, friends 
and sympathisers, .for without your active support · of this 
worthy cause the imprisoned and exiled politicals in Russia 
would be doomed to perish from cold and hunger. The 
·aH0wance that the exiled r:eceive from the Bolshevik Govern­
:ment is actually about one-fiifth of what it was under the 
Romanov regime. Jn the Turukhan District (North-Western 
Siberia), for instance, the politicals used to receive under the 
Tsar 15 roubles per month for their support. To-day they get 
·o:nly 6 roubles . and 25 kopecks, while the purchasing value of 
the rouble is now only about one-third of pre-war days. The 
Tsar was certainly' none too generous to the revolutionists. 
But to-day they are . practically condemned to death from 
hunger. Consider then how vital is your help! 

' Summer is a very critical time in the work of relief, 
because during the hot months activities in our movement 
usually fall off, and our Fund receives · but few contributions. 
We therefore suggest to the various Red Cross a:nd Aid 
Societies on whose co-operation we depend, as well as to all 
friends and comrades, to exert themselves to enable us to 
assist our prisoners and exiles in Russia. Picnics, entertain­
ments, and similar affairs would prove a source of ' income in 
behalf of the politicals. 

Our Relief Fund, which has two sections--o·ne in Paris, 
the other in Berlin-;-is intended specially for the benefit of 
Anarchists and -Anarcho-Syndicalists imprisoned or exiled in 
Rus:;ia .. We make a?solutely no. distinctions, giving aid f.o 
all imprisoned or exiled Anarchists, to whatever school or 
group they may belong. In cases where the contributor re­
q~e~s us t~ divide his gonation among other political parties 
his m~truchons are_ earned out,. of course, as shown by the 
frn1ancial accounts. m our Bulletm. Emma Goldman, for in­
st~nce, ge~erally copects at her lectures for the political 
prisoners of all parties, and 'funds thus collected and received 
by us are divided .according to the directions of the contribu-
tor:s,, local group6·, etc. . 
. . :M;ay those who read these lines take the urgent need of the 

situation to .heart and remember the men and women suffering 
for their idealism in Russian prisons and exile. 

ALEXANDER BERKMAN. 
· For the Secretariat of. the Relief Fund of the I.W.M.A. 
Address contributions to: A. Bergmann, 120, Rue Tahere, 

St. Cloud (S. and 0.), I;r~nce; or to. F. Kater (Relief Fund), 
W arsthauer StL 62, Berlm 0 34, Germany. 
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The Beauty of Sex. 

The article by Grant Allen in the April-May .number of 
FREEDOM has left very peculiar feelings in my ~md, .one of 
admiration for the poetical and eloquent for~ m which he 
expresses his ideas, and another _of revolt ag~mst the unde_r­
lymg tendency. His interpretation of the role of Sex m 
Nature and Art seems to me rather an exaggeration than a 
true representation of the facts. This kind of r~as:cming. may 
appeal to some, but common· h~man und~~standmg with a 
liking for logic does not agree_ wit_h ge~erahsmg valua~le a;nd 
legitimate natural and humc:n mstmcts mto. an all-domma!mg 
and pervading power. Might_ w~ not with the same right 
generalise e~ery ot~er po~erful mstmct, as _that of h~n_ger, self­
assertion, will to live, liberty? From this generahsmg tend­
ency to a rigid theory is not a long step,. and we have 1for every 
branch of science as well . as art theories to every taste; but 
even the best ones have hardly a longer existence than froin 
two to three generations. . 

It is attractive to trace all that is lovely, all that. tou.ches 
our senses agreeably, to the selecting. power of sexual mst~nct, 
leaving the ugly and u_n<;'C:·inforta~le to other . unexp;lam~d 
forces. All life and all civilised soCiety, reflected mo~t tr~ly m 
the magic mirror of Art, has its existe.nce, by a com;bmat~on or 
correlation of very different phenomena, harmom~ed. ii: an 
unknown way by natural surroundings ?T s?me ~ndividual 
directing power. A.ll lHe is a compromise, m which sexual 
instinct has its undisputed place; but natural plie?omena a~e 
not explained by a single agent of force or m;;tinct. It _is 
quite true that w3:ter is frozen by ~~ld; but that is not a satis­
factory explanation for the physicist, who asks why a house, 
a tree, or he himself is not also frozen. . 

. The productive .forces and th<? . eoonomic structure of 
society have a gn~at m~fl~ence on pc:l~tica.l thoug,ht and also on 
the mind and its idealistic transposition _mto Art; b.u~ to ma~e 
such phenomena the omnipotent material and spmtu?-1 dic­
tator as the Marxists have clone, is erroneous and foolish. It 
is in~xact to say that the changes of r;iatural orgai:s are 
the result the sole result . of sexual selection; and it is the 
same with man· and his psychological disposition. I d? not 
believe that any theory exists which attr~butes man's like or 
dislike for natural beauty to sexual f~elmg, except that of 
Freud which is . rather a dangerous caricature of psychology. 

• B~t if sexual feeling is not t~e dictatorial pO\yer of 
Nature, it is certainly that of Art, bemg the most genume ex­
pression of human passion .. ~f w~ con~ider great hte~ature we 
cannot deny the all""pervadmg role of sexual feelu:rg -t~at 
inspired it. There is a running thread o>f sexual glon:fication 
from the mythological :figures of the Odyssey to the tales. of 
Boccaccio, the epic poems. of Ariosto and Tasso, and the 
fantastic but ingenious tales of Rabelais and the last of our 
modern aesthetes. I admire them just as much as those who 
see that in these literary creations with the glorification of 
sexual love ·other themes go hand in· hand. But mod~rn 
literature h<;Ls created new types of art. .Novels and stones 
with a pronounced love character are more an? more 
banished to second-class 'literature. . Modern literature 
deals with problems, and· the instin0 of ~ove, if it appears, 
is treated as a problem. The mventive power .of the 
artist creates always · new ones, and to-day social . problems 
take the place formedy occupied by that of sex. High-class 
literary productions in which sexual feel~ng is restricte9 form, 
of course, still an uiic6iiviricing -number, but they exist. 

In inodern literature we find some admirable specimens of 
the neutral type I m~ntione9 . " -~e Feu," by Henry :S~busse, 
will satisfy many literary tastes, as also some wntmgs of 
Romla.in Roll.and. "Pelle, the . Conqueror," by .the Dane, 
Andersen Nexo, is probably the most perfect incarnation of th.e 
social type· we find in Russian literature. Dostoyevsky is too 
deep and profound a thinker to · waste time and genius in 
sketching. love adventures. . Where they. appear in his novels 
they are saturated with a philosophy that has neutralised and 
sublimed what may be dang~rous or common in them. And 
Tolstoy? Everyone knows his later struggle against every­
thing that · has its source in sex feeling. . Out of his almos,t 
fanatical negation of this natural instinct in man he created his 
admirable short stories. His la:st work in belles lettres, the 
"Kreuzer Sonata," is a complete condemnation of sexual in­
tercomse. Whether we agree yvith his views or noti we must 
acknowledge his artistic presentation of the:rn. In the stories 
of the great naturalist, Maxim Gorki, We very seldom find the 
ptoblem df love; his ragged·, filthy beggars and Gutlaws have 
seldom the chance to love. But these stories leave .a powerful 
impression in our mind. I had almost forgotten the great 
poet- Verhaeren. Are his poesies less poesies because he .uses 
love problems or love relations sparingly, like a prudent painter 
uses his bright colours? There is an . indefinable charm in 

every line produced by his poetical g~nius, whether he .glorifies 
human work, industry, and accomphshment, or unveils to us 
the dim mystery of the human: eye. · ·. 

In painting we .have the two great spheres of l~ndscape 
and still-life, which are almost neutral to all sex foelmg. As 
regards our. modem painting that represents t~e human bo~y, 
I know that it is entirely indebted to the {~rti~e and lucrative 
theme of sex beauty, espe·cially French p_amtmg; but I. 1~av 
mention here one that has left the trodden path of tradition, 
and still reaic!hed a most consider.able ran~ arr.10ng modern 
painters. I mean Fe~din.an_d ~·odler, who died .m 1918. For 
one of his powerful mspired ·pictures I would give a score by 
many others. · . 

I do not want to belittle the great artistic creations of t}\e 
past that give expression to _sex ~eauty. I am.,no Tols~oyair 
in that sense· I do not cherish his extreme anti-sexual ideas . 
What I want 'to lay stress upon is that 0is feeling can~ot be th_e 
all-dominating force co~pare.d to which all other life mam. -
festations are only of mmor importance. On the contrary, 1t 
seems to me that our time with its more ripened and more 
serious intellect, demands' a comprehensive expression of. life 
in its fullest extent. In other words, Art has an educahonal 
as well as an idealistic sense. 

H. BRINER. 

THE GREAT ILLUSION. 

Writing in John Bull under the heading "Medicine for 
Murder" Mr. Norman Angell, the author of "The Great 
Illusion:" argues ip ·favour of an i_nternatio~al _society o~ Gov­
ernment, based upon a more de:fimte and bmdmg commitment 
to the Covenant of the League of Nations-namely, that an 
the other nations should combine against 'an aggressor who 
starts trouble. In support of . hi~ argument he says:-

- "The basis olf all organised society as we have k_nown 
it ami6ng human beings is th~ readiness. of t~e commumty to 
defend the weak against the strong-that is, to ensure to 
the weak their rights under the law." , . · . 

But what rigihts have the weak under the law? · Did 
the weak make the law? ·Of course not. The laws have been 
made by the strong to protect their privilege,s, and a very .short 
study of the history of Government woUld have convmced 
Mr. Angell of that. Is there a Government in the world that 
ever considers tlie interests 01f the workers1 who are the weak, 
against the interests of their e~ploiters? The Governments of 
Great Britain, for instance, have always protected the land 
grabber, the :financier, the capitalist, and passed · laws to 
legalise all their robberies · down the ages. In fact, the Gov­
ernment has always been composed of these people or their 
representatives . In ·the early days of .the Industrial Revolu­
tion in this country the Government for years obstructed .every 
attempt to bring ·some relief to the· s11fferings of the childr<?n 
employed in mine · and factory. at an age when their own chil-
dren had hardly left the · nursery. - _ . -. . 

Mr. Angell is a member of the· Labour ~¥ty, _which com­
plains day in and day out tnat the Government never does 
anything for the workers but is always passing laws or 
juggling with the taxes in favour of the ·wealthy and the 

stronfhe L.eague of Nat.ions. ;a·s · formed by' the -,~ictorious 
Allied Powers to share out the ' plunder among themselves and 
to keep in subjection the nations they had· conquered. Its 
Council, with Germany now inclvded, is a body that has 
refused to act in any dispute between one of themselves and 
a weak nation. ·To-day. the Powers on the Council settle 
their disputes amorig t:hemselves by secret diplomacy, and the 
Assembly of the. League is only allowed to discuss questions 
which have no importance. ·It is natural that this should 
happen, because the strong are in power and they will not 
tolerate that the weak should dictate to them what they should 
or ·should not do. 

All the basic laws on the Statute Book · are class laws, 
made by a strong and -dominant class.' They .: have · been 
passed to control those they exploited, and the only right the 
workers-the weak and dominated class- have under the law 
is the right to be robbed and exploited until they gain · suffi­
oient knowledge and strength to overthrow and snatter the 
power of their rulers. 

What we have said here should be known to Mr. Angell 
as it is known to every.qne who has studied the history of 
Governments. The weak have-no rights under the law. That 
they have rights is an illusion shared by many workers besides 
Mr. Angell, but at least the workers might be excused their 
ignorance owing to the sentimental ·nonsense preached by the 
Labour Party to which Mr. Angell belongs. Their emancipa­
tion is far -off if they never .read anything more enlightenmg 
than his article in John Bull. 
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Is Capitalism ·Dying -? 

Every~here, a.nd. perh~ps more partic~larly in this 
c:ountry, disc~:mtent 1s mcreasmg; and by no possibility could 
it be otherwise. The economic condition of our masses 1s 
appalling, .and neve:1" have they felt so keenly the insecurity of 
their position. This makes for a recklessness from which 
hitherto our workers have been singularly free. On the other 
ha~d, ~ever d~d the rich flaunt their wealth so insolently; all 
w~1ch ~s chronicled exultingly by the daily press and discussed 

· with bitterness by the impo;verished. Brooding on these con­
trasts men gr.ow inad, and when madness sets in anything may 
happen . 

. Moreover,11 Man is not merely .a stomach. The poor have 
feelmgs, and never were those feelings outraged more brutally 
than they are to-day. Men loathe the spy and the informer, 
and the poor are b~ing spi~d on and informed against at every 
turn; they are bemg policed and regulated as Englis.hmen 
never_· were before, a:nd all this is generating a mass of hatred 
that is the more dangerous because it is accumulating slowly 
and da~e not. express itseH openly, as yet. . ' 

Qmte ~v~dently the_ existing system is working with in­
creasmg fnct1on, and this means that its proper destination is 
the scrap-heap; but we sha~l not get rid of it until we have 
made up our minds defmitely that it must go. ·So far as we 
can see, the propa.ganda conducted by the Trade Unions the 
Socialist~, anc:I their bolder. and more outspoken comrade;, the 
Commun.1sts, 1s .not well di_rected toward that end, inasmuch 
as for the most part it seeks to patch up the present system. 
Now, Capitalism is far to00 powerful to succumb to any such 
hal1f ..:hea_rted iand kid-gloved attacks. Unintelligent riots 
agamst it also amount to nothing; for, however furiously the 
branches of a tree may wave beneath a passing storm so long 
as its roots remain intact, it flouri'Shes. ' 
. The Socialis~s <;1Ssure us constantly that CaJ?italism is on 
its _last. leg?, but. is 1t really so? Capitalism is m possession, 
wh1c,? is ~~ne. pomts of .the law, the tenth being "Get it if you 
can. It is m possession on a scale impossible to former 
ge~erations, for it now traverses the earth from pole to pole, 
estimates carefully the foture value of whatever districts it 
proposes to ann~x, and . reduces ~o its own private ownership 
all natura.l !es.ources that have ~1ther a present or prospective 
worth. T~1s 1s the rock on wh1c_h Capitalism rests, anc;l until 
th.at rock 1s torn fro_m beneath its feet the capitalist system 
will and must remam unshaken. 

· To realise this is to step out of the blind trails that lead 
us nowh.ere ~nd is to clea:r the. road fo~ a gre.at and practical 
adva_nce, which,. as I believe, is now m active preparation. 
Russia and Mexico have no~ solved th~ land question, but they 
~ave understo:od .the-necessity of solvmg it, and that in itself 
is a great gam. _Th~ CI:iinese upheaval may take us even 
farther, for its chief msp1rer, Sun -yat Sen, taught persistently 
that land monopoly must be abolished, and all Nationalist 
movements are prompted by a determination to rescue the 
natural. resou_rces of the countries concerned from the clutches 
~)f. the 1mpenal. invader and restore them to the people. But 
it is he_re_, m this small but thickly-peopled island, that events 
are dnvmg us to practical conclusions .. T?e unemployment 
pro~lem we m'l!-st solve, and to every thmkmg man it is be­
commg self-evident that for this our national resources must 
be unloc~ed and Labour enabled to get at them. Similarly 
our housmg problem m.ust be solved, and here again it is 
~.!ear th~t houses need sites, ai;id are constructed of materials 
situated on a_nd under. the s01l our landed aristocrac::y has 
co~nere_d; while self-ev1de~tly our mining troubles are due 
pnmanly to the fact that, m the shape of royalties, way leaves 
and othe~ exto!h?ns the land monopolist is still permitted t~ 
exact, t~1~ basic mdustry is being bled to death. . 

Politically also C<;11pitalism is at present stronger than 
~ver; the S~ate, on. which it is dependent fo!l the defence of 
lts monopolies, havmg never been so powerful as it . is to-day. 

For the protection of capitalist interests abroad the State 
maintains huge armies and navies, while for the safeguarding 
of its home interests Capitalism has the police, in themselves 
a standing army. Moreover, it h\a'S now at its command a 
h .uge bureaucratic machine that supervises the entire existence 
?f the masses and is able to enforce unfaltering obedience to 
its decrees. Through the meshes _of that cunningly-woven net 
it_ will- be hard to break. · · 

On the other hand, hy shocking alike the conscience 
and intellect . of mankind, Capitalism is driving the 
masses more and more inexorably to revolt. All the 
world is now talking continually of its most con-:­
spicuous absurdities, such as its incapacity to furnish 
even work to a large percentage of its dependents; the heart­
breaking monotony of modern toil as conducted under its 
profit-making methods; its brutal curtailment of productioi:i 
and destruction of supplies while half the world is starving ; 
its callous willingness to furnish arms to any scoundrel of a 
Dictator who can pay the price; and so forth, almost ad 
infinitum. Over these men shake their heads' in growing num­
bers. They mutter about the corruption of politics, the 
yen<;tlity ~·f the pre~s, a~d, above all, about the probability of 
its mvolvmg mankmd m another and even more devastating 
war. Fear is the master .passion, and mankind is becoming 
afraid of Capitalism. _ 

Moreover, there is the intellectual. revolt, caused by the 
understanding that the present system · is. largely the relic 
of ages that believed the earth was flat, and thought of God 
as an irascible old gentleman to be appeased by prayer. All 
that is spiritually dead, and nowadays no intelligent man has 
any real belief in frauds and absurdities Science long ago 
exposed. But economic dependence forces millions to pretend 
belief, and such enforced pretence is infinitely galling. Men 
fret at living in a world of lies; at being compelled to bow the 
knee to titled parasites who are worn-out survivals from the 
days of feudalism; at having to pay lip homage to a Church 
that preacl:es Dark Ages docrines. Yet with all this out-of­
d~te ru~b1sh modern Capitalism, t~rrified by the growing 
disaffection of the masses, is now allymg itself. It truckles to 
<_:mr territ<?rial. aristocracy. It supports the Church because, as 
it .hop~s, it will keep the people quiet. It shakes hands with 
D1ct~tors of the Mussolini type, upholds militarism, and is 
reac_tionary fro~ top to toe. In all this it is pitting itself 
aga~n.st the Sp1ri~ or the Age, which is scientific, ea.ger for 
realities, and begmmng to be sick of humbug. 

The c;=apita~ist system, therefore, though stronger than 
ever matenally, is full of weaknesses· and these which are its 
vulnerable points, are .precisely those ~m Labou; and Socialist 
politicians are too timid and " diplomatic " to attack. They 
confine ~hemselves, therefore, to wage disputes; and in these, 
not havmg the courage to go for fundamentals, they are per­

. 12et~ally beaten .. f'he s_upposedly-powerful National Union of 
Railwaymen petitions its employers to pardon those of its 
membe_rs .who were over-zealous · during the General Strike. 
Th~ mmers stand on the edge of destitution and despair. The 
~nhre movement is paralysed, and all its leaders have to offer 
is the assurance that they are coming once more into office and 
that thereupon the Millennium will arrive. ' . 

. . That .sort of talk is wearing thin, and over that we properly 
re301ce. We have a right to be jubilant at the defeat of hum­
bug, an_d to feel more confident than ever t:hat the great change, 
for ~h1ch all our own propaganda has been a preparation, is 
drawmg D:ear. W. C. 0. 

I• 

Bourgeoisie and Democracy. 

Our Sooialist paper · p~blished recently a~ article which 
asserted that the bourgoo1s1e had been extremely democratic 
so long a:~ th<; peoplei had not · known how to make use of their 
democratic nghts, but that it had lost all enthusiasm for 
pemocracy when, in_ the exercise of such rights, bourgeoi'S 
mt.erests had been. disturbed. ·Very well; that means that 
umversal s~ffrage 1s tolerated only so long as the interests. of 
the possessmg class are not injured thereby. Directly that 
becomes the_ case, ev~n in the sli~htest degree, these gentlemen 
drea1!1 of D1ctatorsh1p an~ Fasosm, and speak plainly 6f sup­
pressmg by force ~e Parl.1amentary regime, and putting in ~ts 
place a _representation of mter~sts-their own exclusively. , . 

This .1s what the Anarchists. have always. said. Even if 
they. admit-and. they pernist in not admitting it a L all-that 
it might be po.ss!ble to 'conquer the bourgeoisie at the ballot­
box, the Anarchists declare that the bourgeoisie would resort 
to the. fonmdable armed force it has. at its command-a force 
estabh?hed for the crushing of the masses. Then we shall 
hav~ either to co!lquer by the s'ame kind of arms as: are turned 
agamst us, or resign ourselv·es to being the eternally-vanquished. 
And here we have the whole of Fascism's lesson.-Le Reveil. 
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. ! ·sacco and t" v anzetti. ', 

.. On June ~c .1.he press :~~ported th?-t -Gn:vem<:vr Fti!ller had 
~~anted Sacco and 'Vp.nzetti a respile or -30 :..fays to ·enable 
:.him to complete his ·person:al inqu_iry ·and to aUow time for the 
··Commission whjch he h'as. .appointed to report. Tlhiis looked 
very favourable: for our _c~mraqes, but on J µly 9 we received 
the following Marconigf.~m -.from .. the . secretary of the Defence 
·C 9miTuiUee in Boston: . · -

~: · '' .Pris16ners. ?lace~ ~.in·:·dea.th G:~ll. Execubion .fixed for 
. August IO. Committee . for Defence has fixed Sunday, 
'July. 31 1 . ~or int~rr:iati~naY:itianifestation of protest. Situa- · 
t10n '~-:desperatHy ' ~f?:t1c;:: i r. _. Co-operation ur-ged.---j OSEPH 
MORO." . . . . . .. . ' 

· It D.01\v appear·~ :. that <l,s· so.orHts _the ·:respik·was anb.O:unced 
-:the polic-e re~nc)ved the pdsoners· secr,~tly c fr~m the .gaol in Ded­
:ham to th~ condemned cell iP. the old Charlestown Prison, 
Boston, where the cells are said to be" windowless, airless, and 
]ightless, and sb hot that the guards not infrequently faint in 
summer.~' . We have said before that this case is now a 

·struggle between the poEce authoir~tie~ .and ~public opinion, and 
the rern01va_l· to the death cell is'"the ··teply of the police to the 
JO days' respite. They are determined· to -eKecute Sacco and 
Vanzetti if. they can possibly do so, bec'ause the release of these 
two men would be an indictment of the police. The perjury 
.and the sHppreS:siort of evidence favourable to the pri1soners 
are now known to aJI the world. All the mean tricks and the 
<;l!st<!!tion of evid~nce which were used to prejudice the jury 
were··carefully theught out by the prosecution, and together 
with t~e malice and prejudioe of Judge Thayer prove that the 
-execution of t1hese men was, determined on beforehand. 

Even .now, at the last moment, we cannot believe that t!hey 
will dare to kill Saooo and V anzetti, but demands for their re­
lease should be poured into Governor Fuller's letter box until 
th~y .are free again . . To oommute their sentences to lifelong im-

. pnsonment would be a travesty of justioe. There .is not a 
scrap of reliable evidence to connect them with the murder and 
Tohbery for which they have been sentenced, and unless they 
are released unconditionally by Governor Fuller it will show 
that the police are masters in the State of Massachusetts an;d 
,can deiy public opinion. · · 

The Saac:o-Vanzetti Defence Committee (Boston, Mass.) 
has published a pamphlet, entitled "Massachusetts' Reputation 
:at Stake," containing a reprint of Vanzetti's petition to 
'Governor Fuller, on behalf of Sacco and himself, for their 
release. He riefused to use the c)·fficial form for petitions of . 
this nature because it oontains the word " pardon.'' V anzetti 
deals with the major points of the case in detail and · brings 
·our ~!early. the glarir:g one-si?ed?ess of the tria~. He gives 
.<l: bm~f outhne _of their early hfe m Italy an? therr subsequent 
life m the Umted States. Ther:e was noithrrig whatever tha,t 
wou'ld justify their priasec:utors in classing them · a:s crimina1s 
q1,p.ab,le of ·carrying out the ·South Braintree mur-der and 
robbery. "Our instincts make us abhor and om principles 
condemn such I.a crime. H He says quite frankly that both 
Sacco and .himself .are Anarchists, and .that this was known to 
every juror before the trial; .and "jurors, and even judges, 
l?eli~ving Anarchis:ts to be wholly bad people, cannot do them 
]US_hce even thoug:h tliey want to.'' The petition is a very 
powerful and tellmg -one and should carry .conviction to all 
readers. · 

· : .. · The pamphlet also contains affidavits from various people 
w~th ::vhom Judge ThaY,er conversed in and out, of court during 
the tnal, which sho:w that he looked upon the case as a per9on.al 
·struggle between himself and the defendants and their counsel. 
Te one pers:o'.n he· 1spoke of Sacco and Vanzdti as "those 
bastards down there" and as Bolsheviki, and said he would 
''·' get -.these 'guys hanged "; and he fr.equently referred to their 
counsel, Attorney Moore, as "that long-haired Anarchist from 
California." This was the judge that sentenced our aornraides 
to death, .ancl whom . the peculiarities o f the United States· law 
qetermined should hear the appeal against his. own sen:rence. 
· · !his pamphlet, "Massachusetts' Repµtalion . at Stake," is 
pub.bshetj. at rn· cents, and we shall be pleased to s-end copies 
post free for 6d. to our readers, the whole of the proceeds going 
to t~e._ Defen~~ Committ~. Early application is necessary. 

Smee wntmg the above we learn that Sacco and Vanzetti 
hav~ beg:U!l a hm:1ger-:~trike as a protest against the secrecy 
surroundmg the Committee of Inquiry, neither the accused no r 
their counsel being allowed to be pr,esenJ. Varizetti has de­
clarecf that he would "rather starve fo death than be executed 
ort false ~vi~encc;.~' Send your protests at once to the United 
States Ambass:adar, Grosivenor Gardens, ·S.W. l . 

M·utualism, 
To the · editor's request th_al I revie:w "What is 

MutuaJism? "* by Cla,tence Lee .Swartz, I accede most gladly 
and for y.arious reasons. ln the .fi..r.st place, 1t seems to me an 
·admirable book, dear and woriderfuUy. easy to digest, · wh~il 
~ne · con~ide:rs the intricacy 0f the ques~i<}ns with w~ich . it 
deals-. Mqteover, I agree. with it thotoU:ghly in regardmg tne 
~tat.e as .-~~ing now,, "<!-S it has always been,· the g'teat agg~essor, 
the brutally-invasive enslaver, and the tyrannical power from 
which flow, as inevitably as works the law of gravitation, q.p 
those forms of spec~al pri-y:il~g~ t4a~ - flq,y the commop pe0ple 
to the bone and kill mdivi.dual hberty. Herbert Spencer, 
whorn this book quotes so g.ften approvinglY,, taught me pr~tti}' 
well half a century a.go that we progress toward civilisati<;>n 
ap.d away from barbarism in proportion as we- substitute fo:r 
the coercion of the State the action of men managing the 
affairs of life by mutual agreement .; and the longer I live the 
more I am convinced of that. To me it is axiomatic that work 
can be conducted only' under one or other of' two methods, th~ 
first being by orders .issued to the inferior by the superior, who 
is in a position to compel obedience, and the second being by 
voluntary contract. . . . 
, In all this, therefore, I agree with the Mutualists; but I 
aip still m©re interested in their propaganda, because, on the 
ope hand, l believe that they misunderstand the teachings o~f 
Henry George, and because, on the other -hand., it has always 
seemed to me pitiable that Henry George men ; habitually 
pooh-pooh the . importance of the money question. The lanc:J 
.and money questions appeai; to me inextricably interlinked, 
for the first concerns freedom of production, and the second 
fr~eqom of distribution, la_cking which production is, save so 
far as the producer can satisfy his own individual wants, ::l 

waste of time -and labour. Moreover, it is an open question 
whethe! at pi:esent the industrial or the financial monopolist 
is . the greater and -more oppressiVie power. The Mutualists 
think the latter is, but that seems to me doubtful. 
· On page I 26 ·of this book it is stated that '!what Mutualists 
do ·advocate and · are working to bring about is equality 
of opportunity." I have never known a Henry George man 
(I · dislike this term but prefer it to that of Single Tax, which 
I regard as a misnomer) who did not declar:e that this was his 
aim; nor do I think I have 'ever met one who was not, in 
theory at any rate, most hostile to the State. Herbert Spencer 
is among their gods; his entire work as an economist and poli­
tical philosopher was one continuous indictment of the State; 
and Henry _9-eorge merely expounded the plan for the over­
throw of lanCI monopoly that Spencer advocated in his "Social 
Statics." He there declares specifically that it is in complete 
harmony with the law of equal freedom, but the Mutualists 
and Benjamin R. Tucker insist that it would lead to a State · 
monopoly of the most · galling type. Either · they or Spencer 
are right, and this, I maintain, is a question df the first im-
portanct;. , 

Here are three movements-the Anarchist, the M utualist, 
and the Henry George-each of which has a considerable and 
general thoughtful following. All three profess to hate the 
State~ but OJ? the land •question they are divided, and to the 
money question one of them stands almost totally indifferent. 
Yet :Gn each ;of these pur_ely. economic questions it should !Je 
p<;>ss1ble to discover who i·s nght a:nd who is wrong, ai;id that 
discoyery would lead to a com~ined a!tack on Special · Privi­
lege mstead of, as at present, i:nterhecme warfare. 

It goes without saying that all Anarchists are in 
favour of equality of opportunity, and -I think all 
of them would agree ·with Mr. Swa:rtz that "no otheT 
proposed system of land tenure than -that of occupancy 
and ·use c~n ~ccon;iplish that purpose." But here w.~ 
meet the g1.gantic c;hfficul ty that some I.and i1s. far mme 
valuable than other land, from which arises what is known 
as the law · of "economic rent." Naturally both Tucker :ind 
Swartz 'recognise this, but both beiieve that under free corn-' 
petition these inequalities will . gradually vanish. I may per­
h~ps be allowed to say that for years I have been quite fatnil;ar 
wrth the arguments they advance·; that I have again examined 
them carefully, as. they are .set out on pages 130 to 136, and 
that t? me they stil~ appear mos~ fa~lty_. My own opinion is 
that sites of land differ extraordmanly m value and that the 
only way to bring about equality of opportunity is to insist 
that the occupant of a peculiarly favoured plot shall pay 
over to the less favoured an amount ·eqmvalent to the value 
of his special privilege-for that is what it really is. In last 
mont.~'-s FREEDOM I -wrote that it. was _irp.perative that this moot 
question should be thrashe:d out, ;and I'· trust the editor will 

*!'What is Mutualism? '·' By Clarence L. Swartz. 50 cents. New 
York: Vanguard Press, 80, Fifth Avenue. 
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give me the opportuni~y 9.f · start.ing such an attempt next 
month. Here obviously -I:.-have not the needed space. 

As to the importance of the money question, consider the 
fact that the first_Nationq,_l_.Banl< qf New-Yor-k earned 140 per 
_cent. on its cap~tal in 1925 ;that its stqc~ -h~s _gone ~ up. to ~2,950 
for ·a share havmg a -par value of $100; and th~t, arcordmg to 
1h~ Financial Age, a Wall . Str~t pape_r,_ .forty'.'"nine New York 
banks averaged .50 per -_cent-. diyidends _in · 1925~ 1f · this 
.c;loe~m't show that finance is a gigantic power, able to exploit 
on a colossal stale, what does? -· This book . teems with similar 
instances, all well attested. , .But the trouble is that the wage­
-Workers usually- say : '~We .. borrow no -money, and therefore 
g_ay no interest. How,- then, ~foes this squabble concern · us? ," 
This Mr. Swartz answers by saying- that (p. 65) "in · re·ality it 
is ex_actly the class thC;tt .has. no dealing with the banks'- and 
derives no· advantage .from, them, that ultimately pays all the 
interest money_ that is collected." Of course it is; for all ex­
tortions, whether in -the form of rent, "interest on borrowed 
,money, rates,, taxes, or .Customs duties, are passed on by the 
)nanufacturer and merchant to the consuming public, the ·vast 
·majority of which · is composed of ·wage-workers. · To 'me it 
always seems appalling that the worker cannot understand 
that all values are created by the application of labour to 
natural resources, and that, therefore, Labour, .as the real pro­
ducer, necessarily pays th~se crushing bills. 
. Mutualists are strongly opposed to a11 those coercive 
measures that are ·inseparable accompaniments dt Socialism 
_and Communism, and Mr. Swartz says correctly that "actual 
Pc:cµtrences are much better testimony than ~.11 predictions." 
He discusses, therefore, at some length the results of Russia's 
great experirrtent'in Socialism, and with a most imposing array 
of -testimony taken chiefly from the ·Russian Government's 
official publications. It seems to me impossible for any im­
partial student to read that testimony and retain one particle 
of belief in the Russian Dictatorship as a form of social 
organisation any intelligent people . would desire or even 
tolerate. There is an admirable. chapter on "Education and 
the Arts," and _one that deals la.rgely with . the Co-operative 
movement in · this country; but as to this last my own experi­
ence does not inspire me with anything like Mr. Swartz's 
epthusiasm. The dosing chapter of this book is entitled 
"Bio-Bibliography," and gives a useful list of famous authors 
who have advocated Mutualism. Most of them are familiar 
to AnarcBist students, but it appears to me _not a little strange 
that the n·ame of Tolstoy it not included in the list. · . 

The M utua.Iist Associates collaborated. with Mr. Swartz 
in the preparation of this book, and if has _the approval, accord­
ing to the --Publisher's Preface, of important Mutualist and 
Libertarian groups in- the United States. Alas, in England 
at present there appears to be practically none of that passion 
foi: study and zeal for" teaming which used tO be an outstand­
ing feature of the Anarchist. movement. in the United States. 
Tne Socialisfs ~are only for votes., and have mise<lucated · the 
·public int~o b~lieving only iri numbers. , .. W. C. 0. 

LIBERALS AND LABOUR 

In a recent issue of the M anche_;ter Guardi.in ·appeared a 
letter from Alexander M. Thompson ("Dangle,'' of the 
Clarion) in favour of ·a working .agreement between the Liberal 
and Labour parfies at the next General Electiop. It hardly 
seems likely to come off if the opinions of the Right Hon. 
~- F. G. Masterman are held by many other m<E'mbers of the 
I:iberal Party. Writing in the Eveninp Standard in reply to a 
criticism of Liberalism by Dean Inge, .he says:--

" The Dean alsio makes the extraordinary su·ggestion that 
the Liberals. put a Red or a Pink Government into power in 
1924, and may do 'SO again. The Labour Government which 
we kept in office until it committed suicide had no trace of 
Red in it. It had no trace of Pink in it. Its colour might mor:= 
?-ptly be described as a kind o f greenish-white. We were 
indeed compelled to pump red corpuscles into it in order to 
give it the slightest trace of the roseate hues of health, and to 
prevent ]t frorri prematur:ely perishing from pernicious an::emia. 
It would need a miscrosoope for a student from distant lands, 
unfamiliar with names, to discern any difference between the 
feebleness and futility of its inglorious existence, and the 
feebleness and futility of the equally inglorious existence of its 
successors. Indeed, if England is going to perish .from internal 
decay and lack of energy, I can _imagine no better machine 
than a combination of the torpidity ot Mr. MacDonald and the 
torp·idity of Mr. Ba~dwin, in face of the chalknge of v.ast and 
inevitable change '' · 
- These . politicians do love each oth~r. · -But misfortune 
makes :strange bedfellows, 'and we may yet see these people 
rubbing elbows on the Treasury Bench of the House of Com­
mons. 
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